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Paflage to t^e Houfe of Lord.. 

Court of King^s Bench. 

High Court of Chancery', 

Seats for Peers Tickets. 

Tile Lord Chancellor, under a rich 
Canopy of State. 

F* Tile Royal Box, lined with crinifon, leats 
covered with the fans?, and a rich 
velvet chair, for his Majesty, if he 
comes. Lords in Waiting, &c. 

Gr The Princes’ Box, lined with crimfon, feats 
* covered with the fame, fbr his Royal 
Higbnefs Prince of WALi::s, 
I>‘UK£ of VoRJt, &C. 

' Keralds, 


Judges, fcaied on Woolpacks* 

J. Mafters in Chancery, 

K. Earls. 

L. Bifhops, 

M. Vifcounts. 

N. Great Officers of State. 

O. Dukes. 

P- MarquiiTes. 

Barons. 

R. The Repeater. 

S, . Prifoner. 

T, Evidence, 

V. Pnfoner’s Connfld. 

U. Counfel for the Pn/fccution, 

W. Uiher of the Black Red. 
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Committee of the Houfe of Coma 
Short-hand Writer. 

The Lord Great Chamberlain’s B 
Ladies. 

Attendants on the Royal Falsify. 
Foreign Minifters. ’ 

Speaker of the HoniTof Commons. 
Seats for the Hoacura: ue Houfe of 
mons. 

Seats for Peereifes. 

Duke of Newcattle’s Seats. 

Tief^iets for the Board of Works. 
k.arl of Saliibury’s Seats. 

Sir Peter Burreirs.§eats. 
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WARREN HASTINGS, Efq. &c. 


O F 


Firs^I’ t)Ar*’ 
Wsn}^.i:spAy, Fepr'uary 

T he Houfe met at ten, »nd by 
eleven a mmTage was lent to the 
Commons, that the Houfe was im- 
Snediately going to ad;ourrt to Weflminfler- 
Hall, to proceed upon the trial of Warren 


Haftings, Efq. The mclEige was immediately 
returned, that the Commons were rea^/ 'lo 
fubftantiate their charges. I'he I.oros werd' 
tlien called over by the Clerk, and arranged 
b> Sir Ifaac FIcard, Principal Kin?;at Arms, 
v.dien upwartb of two hundred ’pTbceedcd 
in order to ■Well:msulter~Hall '*» 


* Previous to their Lorddiips approach to Ue HaU, about eleven o’clock, her Majel^y, 
with the PrincelTes Elizhbetb, Augulla. and Mar>^, made theh appeaicancc in tlie Duke of New- 
le’s ^ dWy. Her MaieJly was clretrcd in a fawn-coloured fattln, her head-drefs plain, 
1 a very neiubrfprinkim^ of diamonds. The Royal box was graceef with the Duchefs of 


with 
caftle’ 

with a very nenaeripniuviuigAfi umujunuo. * ... 

Gloucefter and the young Ptinco. The'hdlcs were all in morning drefe; a tew with fea- 
thers and variegated flowers in their head-dj-efs, but nothing fo remarkabte as to attraa public 
attention. 

Mrs* Fitzherbert was in the Royal box* ' • 

The Dukes of Cumberland, Glouceifer and York, and the Prince of Wales, with tUoa- 
Itrains, followed the ChanceUor, and clofed the proccfTion. 

Upwards of two hundred of the Commons widi the speaker, were m the gallery. 

The Managers, Charles Fox and all^ were in full drefs. 

But a very few of the Commons were full dreOed—feme of them were in boots. Theu^ 
feats were covered with green cloth—*the relief the building was ‘‘ one red.” • 

Mr* Flailings ftood for fomc time—On a motion from a Peer, the Cnancellor allowed, 
a favour, that the Priforicr niould have a chair—And he fat riie whole time—but occalionally, 

when he fpoke to his Counfel. . ^ r. n 

His Counfel were Mr. Law, Mr. Plcmer, Mr. Dallas*—For the Commons*—Dr. Scott 
and Dr. Lawrence j Mdfrs. Mansfield, Piggot, Burke, and Douglas, ^ ^ ^ 

A party of horfe-guards, under T%e command of a Field OtHccj, with ^ Captain s 'p..* -.y 
from the h'orfe-grenadiers, atfcnded dally during the trial. , / _ ' 

A body of three hundred foot^gUards alfo kept the avenues clear, an '^confic craj)^ 
aumber of conftahles attended for the pm;pofe of taking offenders into cuilody. ■ 

• .V B ‘ 







^ were preceo''£cl by' 

[filer’s Gentlemen Attendants, 
two and two, 

yj^ant of the Houfe of Lords, and 
-Xierk of the Parliaments, 

”^Ierk of the Crown in Chancery, 

Clerk of the Crown in the King’s Bench. 

Mafters in Chancery, two and two. 

The Judges. 

Serjeants Adair and KlJh 
Yeoman U/her of the Black Rod. ■ 

Sir Francis Molyneiix, Gentleman Ulhcr of 
the Black Rod. 

Tvyo Heralds. 

The Lords Barons, two and tw'o. 

The Lords Bifliops, two and two. 

The Lords Vifeounts, two and two. 

The Lords Earls, two and two. 

The Lo<^s JVfaMuIires, two and two. 

■! 'rmfmi [||ii{es, two and two.' 

“'nfe Jrace-Bearer. 

The Lord Chanedior, witli his train borne. 

(All in their Parliamentary Robes.) 

The Lords Spirituai feated tbcmfelves on 
their Bencti, which was on the fide on which 
they entered j as they pafPed the throne, they 
bowed to it, as if the King w'as feated in 
it. 

T'rte Temporal Lords cro0^ over the Houfe, 
and each made a refpcdU’ul bow to the feat of 
MajeRy. 

■^ihia procefTion, the juniors of each clafs 
Nullity walked fir/l j and t\jB fenlors laR j 
♦if comfe the laft ht^kl the moR honourable 
ilatlon, j. 

A'i%on as their Lordfhlps were feated in 
the Lower Chamber, the Lord Chancellor 
afked leave for the Judges to be covered. 

At twelve the Court was opened, and the 
.‘ierj'jaot at Arms, witljh a very audible voice, 
made the ufuai proclamation ; after which, 
in old blunt EnglEhj he fumvnoncd.*‘ War- 
ren Haftlngs, Efq, to conTC forth in Court 
to fav9 'I'HKf; AHJ.J THv BAIL, otliorwife 
the recognizance of thou and thy bail will 
*'' be forfeited.” 

Mr. Haflings imrriediately appeared at t!>e 
Bar with ifjh two fureties, Mr. Sullivan and 
Mr. Supaner, and-immedi^tely dropped, on his 
knecfc when the Lord Chancellor hgnifieJ 
thuf tfc rtiight rile. Ke feemed very infirm, 
and fiiuOh indirpofed. He was drelfed iii a 
pliiUi poppy-coloured fuit of clothes, 

Aficr Mr. Ha/fingi appeared at the Bar, a 
Proclamation as follows was made; 

“ Whereas Charges of High Crimes and 
Mifdcnieanors have been exhibited by the 
Citizens, and BurguTes in Par- 
^ in the name of them-. 

‘‘ hives, ail the Commons of Great 

againA Warren Hailing, Ikp 

■ cii ' ‘ ■ 


«< All perfons concerned are to take mhj^ 
that he now llands on his trial, and tft/ 
“ may come forth in order to make, good 
“ faid charges.” , ’ k 

Proclamation being made, the Lord Chan¬ 
cellor rofe, and addrciTed the prUbner as fol¬ 
lows;!— . . 

' .‘^AVanen HaAing^, , 

“ You are called upon, after every expe- 
dient allowance, for your defence. You? 
« have had bail: you have Counftl. Much 
‘‘ time alfo has been granted you—becoming: 
well the circumAances of your cafe. 

“ For the matter in the Charges is moft 
momentous, aird . the dates are remote, 
fince the occurrences in thofe charges 
“ dedged- agranll you are faid to hj^ve been 
‘‘ domtnltted 

“ Thefe advantages- you muA underftand, 
w'lnle you feel.—You are fo deem them 
not an indulgence of this Houfc-~-but the 
fair claim of right—a concefiion of nothing, 
** but what you have in common witli all 
“ aroernd you—what every Bricilh fobjetfl: 
may afk, and every Brithlx tribunal nmft 
allow. 

Condudl your Defence, therefore, In a 
manner that may befit your Radon, and the 
“ magnitude of the charges again A you.— 
‘‘ Bilimate rightly tfie high charafter of thofe 
“ you have to anfwer—the Commons of Great 
Britain \ —who, at once, perhajss, attach 
Kkelihood to doubt—and enforce au-ihori- 
“ ty, certainly, on accufatlon.” 

'Fo which Mr. Haftings made aimoA ver¬ 
batim the following anlwer: 

« My Lords, 

I am come to this high tribunal equally 
‘‘ irnprciTed with a confidence in my own in- 
tegrity, and in the juAic© of the Court be- 
“ fore which I Band,” 

This ceremony being over, tlie reading 
Clerk began to read the firfi charge, and with 
the'Clerk AfilAant, Deputy Clerk of the 
Crown, and another genileirian who attended 
as an. additional Clerk, their Lordfiups got 
tiu-ough the reading of feven charges and &ven 
anfwrrs, 

The Marquis of Stafford, when it was im- 
polfible for the Clei'k to fee any longer^-moved 
to adjourn to the Chamber of Parliament ^ 
v/hen, upon motion, the further confideratlon 
of til i above trial wa$ pul olF until ten o’clock 
next morning. ■ 


S F. c 0 N D D a r. 

Thursday/ Februaut 14. 

Tlio^iamci of the Houfe being called over 
by Garter King at Arms and his AfTiftant, 
the procefilon went in the fame order as the 
preceding day, and being feated in the Court, 
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formalities took place as at tba opeo- 
the bufinefsj after ^vlach Mr. IJall- 
w^s called to the bar witii his 
r. Sullivan and Mr. Sumner. 

The remaining twelve charges and the 
.nnfweia; were then read by die Clerks at tend- 
,ing. It was near five o’clock before tlKi 
reading was hni/hed, and the conclufion of 
Mr. Hafhngs’ defence evidently made a deep 
inipre/Tion upon the audience.— 7 ‘lie Lords 
imrnediatdy returned to their Houfe, and 
.adjourned 


T « 1 R D Day. 

Fr'iday, February 15. 

The Court being fcated, f and after the 
’Ufuv^ proclamation Mr. Haftings appearing 
at the bar, the Lord Chancellor demanded 
wiio appeared In behalf of the Commons to 
fublfantiate the Charges. 

Mr- Burke immediately rofe, and made his 
obedience to the Court; and every eye was 
at this moment rivettal upon-him. He 
flood forth, he fald, at the command of the 
Commons of Great Britain, as the accufer 
4if Warren Haflings,” 

Mr. Burke then Hopped for above a mi- 
nutd, at the end of which he refumed, and 
continued his fpeech for two hours .and a 
half. It was gi'iwe aud.teniperate 5 but^ 

.aSe®ng,,. very expreflion and 

fentiment was appropriate 5 and though in 
the pfogreiV he Ifed the ignor.-irit to the moft 
familiar acquaintance vvith the origin of the 
crimes and the evUs of India, he ailonhl-ied 
the moft knowing .wh^ Rew wafpedl: 

whicli fie gave to the whole, after it had been 
Jo long agitated and fo thoroughly difculTed- 
He apoftrophi^cd the tribunal befo re which 
he flood—congratulated his country on pof- 
felling fo powerful an Inlirumcnt of ju/lice, 
and lb authoritative a corrodor of abufe, 

. and hoped that no corruptions vyould ever 
taint, and no fockties of fpecla! pleading and 
Old Bailey . prevarication be able to under¬ 
mine ir. * 



He Hated, that the fubje^l mattl 
prdem Iinpcachinent b id been in a coiurjl 
invelligation and enquiry , nearly, fovuteu. 
years before the, Commons of England ; that • 
liavlhg'Tbund ampk 
reafon to conclude, that JVfr. .HaHings ought, 
ill juftice to theniiilioris who had lived under 
hi8 |•OYemme^t in^ Aha, and jn to^the 

naTio”'naf 'cliafacts ho app 9 are 3 ’ to 

Hation of Governor General to be 

pkt'hjioh lii ' Into .1 

general view of the hUbory of Hlndoftan, 
and of Its particular hiflory as aS^fScdlSy 
Engii|h enter|)ri5!e and Engiifh fapinc.' lie 
a^unieratlidaddclefcnbed theviiridus ranks of 
Englihi fpciety in India, and carried them 
througji their feveral gradations ot‘ vyriter, 
faiHor, junior mercdiant, and‘'remdr mer¬ 
chant, hp to tire ftattf' officers in the fcrvicq. 
He palled ffoin tliis to thG Indian character, 
and drew the pi<Hurc of a in the moH 

forcible and glowing cdlpur?. He next went 
into a fhort but admirably drawn hillory of 
the people, religion, manners, and revolutions 
of tbs Gentoo tribes—their divifion Into 
calls—tiieir local religion and prejudicr-;— 
the irruptiop and change made by the Maho¬ 
metan—the revolutimi accompUlhed by tire 
Tartar Tamerlane, and the flow but more 
poiteutous confequences of the Englilh »ii- 
road. In the courfe of his fpscch lie w'di'ked 
up the pafnbhs of the Court in. fo powerful 
a manner, when he deferibed the fufferlngs 
of the native Hindoos under the government 
of Mr. Hallings, that the Court repeatedly 
called out HtAR.! hear ! At half after 
two he concluded Ills exordium, and brought 
dovm the fubjeil to the year 17 c6 j at which 
aeia, he faid, if their Lordlhms would give 
hhn leave, he would begin to trace the con- 
du-fl of Mr. Hadings ; but being then much 
fatigued, he prayed permiihon to proceed ihc^ 
next day, which was granted, and the - 

adjourned. , ' * 


* The attendance of theHonfe of Commonswas this day very thin—the number of Mem- 
•bers, fora few minutes near the clofe, was 40—through the greater part of the day, there 
\vere not 30 prefent.—The audience, roo, was comparatively thin. ^ 

There were pfef:;nt near 80 Temporal Feers—and 15 B.lfliops, including York and Can¬ 
terbury. 

f There were prefent, Barons 54—Bifliops 17—Earls, MarqulfTes, and Yifeounts 68-.» 
i2--^J«dgcs 9-—Princes of the Blood 4—in all 164. 
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Fourth Day, 
u»i>Ay, February 15. 

being 'Opened with the ufual 
I xtnities and Mr. Idaitings called to 
bar, 

Mr, Burke refmned his Introdiidory ad- 
‘fjfs to the Court. He commenced by ob- 
.erving, that in his fpeech ot' the precedipg 
day, he had thought it nedeffai-y, for the prcr 
eifion of their future judgment, to-deferibe 
at large the lituatiori and manners of the 
people of India, thougli that defeription did 
not tend diredlly to the crimination of Mr. 
Ha.lbngs.^ Though he had fpoken of the 
tyranny of their Subahs, Mr. Haftings was 
no fartlier culpable, In that refped, than in 
having followed their fteps with a sekvile 
fiDELiTY :—he had noenrioned the v/eak- 
nels of ibrne particular inflitutlons j but 
there Mr. Hallings was only to blame, where 
he had al^ufed that weaknefs in the purfuance 
of interefted purpo/es. I’lils general flate- 
ment, however, was necelfary to the under- 
fc.anding of the fpcclfic which, with 

their fubftantiation by evidei^ice, Biouid, in 
due time, be fubmitted to the Court. 

The afra, Mr. Burke obierved, of Euro- 
jscans ftrft landing in HindoBan, was not 
^efs remarkable than It might have been 
glorious, if proper mcafurcs bad been pur- 
f6&4 - if the difeoveries of a more enlighten¬ 
ed part of the glob^‘ had been communicated 
to its innocent inhabitants j and if the re¬ 
formed Chi iitianity of this I Hand had been 
properly inculcated. But tiris unfoituh",‘-ely 
was not done. In the place of fricndlycom- 
munlcation, tlte traces of i^uropean- aevefs 
were marked by treachery and rapine. Thofe 
who firil: advanced, had undoubtedly to pafs 
e ver a vaff river, with the depth of which 
thdy were wholly unacquainted j but by 
ti'C<iuerit prafllco, a f ridge was laid, ‘ over 
which the lame might p^jfs, and the blind 
might grope their way.’ The arts cf plu^i- 
de.- might have bcei> luppofed to liave reachetl 
their height under the command of Lord 
Clive, but when that nobleman rotum^d to 
Huropc, it appeared that he left an abundant 
of fuccHIbrs behind, ,^ too 

were inured to the praaices of rapine, and 
erK;ouraged tofuch a degree by repeated fuc- 
h ' cTs, that there was nor a captain of a band 
pf ragged iepoys who, did hpt look ty the 


depofitlon of a Subah, an^d the plunder ( 
province. 

Mr. Burke then proceeded to iliuftrajfb 
thefe general pofitions, by enterinjf into’a^ 
detailed account of the tranfa^llons in In., 
dia, from 1760 to the year jyy/*., wdien Mr, 
Hafhngs returned to India ip the chara^er 
of 1 ‘rciident of the Supreme Council. He 
dwelt at large on the feveral revolutions 
which took place in that period, when, by 
the intervention of the Cojmpany’s troops, 
the Sovereignty was tran.nftrred from SujalA 
Powlah to Mcer Jaifler, and again from 
Mecr Jaffier to his fon-in-law, Collim Ally 
Cawn. In the latter of thefe, Mr. Haftings, 
who was tlven Relldent at the Durbar, had 
been employed. Treachery, lie faid, was; 
found necelTary to elfe^uate the purpofes of 
the Fnglilh, and therefore the alTiftance of 
Warren Haftings was efTentially requilitc, 
He dwelt alfo, at length, on thi-i oppfeffion of 
Rdahomed Reza'Cawn, the famine which 
fucceeded, and the events In general which 
took place before the appointment of tire 
Supreme Council. But through a detail fo. 
various and Complicated it would be vain to 
follow him. 

On fpeakingof the appointment and,,cha- . 
racier of Mr. Haftings, the conduift of this 
gentleman, he. faid, had been diftinguiftied 
for an adherence, not to the general principles 
which aiftuate mankind, but to a kind of 
^j.0GRABHic Y~-a fetof»prin- 
ciptS'^itedonly to a particular dimvite,To 
that what was pccui^atlon and tyranny in 
Europe, loft both its efTa'ice and Its name la 
India. The nature of t!\ing5 changed, in the 
opinion of Mr. Haftings ; and as the Teamen 
have a cuftoin of dipping peifons crofting 
the E <tu IN 0 c T X A ,r., To by thn t operation 
every one who went to Tn*i>ia was to be un- 
BAPTIZED, and to iofe every ideft of reli- 
, gion and morality which had been imprefted 
on him in Europe. But this do^lrinc, he 
hoped, would now no longer be advanced. 
It was the duty ot a Britilh Oovernor to en¬ 
force Britilh laws j to correel: the opinions 
and pradices of the people, npt to conform 
his opiniento their pradic:;apd their Lord- 
Blips w’ould therefore undoubtedly, try Mr. 
Haftings by the laws with wiilch they were 
acquainted, not by laws which they did not 
know. But Mr. »laftlng3 had pleaded the 
iptal cuftqms of Hindoftan, as requiring ihq 


Thei^c w'orc prefent,, Barons 54 --Biniop.s xy—Vifeounts, Earls, and Marqulftes, 68—. 
.puke5 14—-Judges 9—the I.<v.-d Chancellor, fne Royal Dukes, wilh the Prince of Wales, 
ciofed the proceftioii—173^ bring a greatei dumber than appeared on, itny of the 
’ former days^ 

^ iS? 
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n of arbitrary powerHe claimed 
KARY powETt. From whom, hi the 
of all that was flran^c, could lie derive, 
had he the audacity to claim, fuch a 
power ? lie could not have derived it from 
. the Baft .fridja Company, for tliuy had none 
to confer. J-ie cjould not have received it 
from his Scivereign, for the Sovereign had it 
not to beltow, 3 t could not have been given 
by either Ht)u(l* of Parliament—for it Was 
unknown to the Britifh Conliitutibli! 

Yet Mn Haitings adling under the alTump- 
lion of thio authority, had avowed his reje(S:ioh 
of Britifh A<Sts of Pcrliamenr, had gloried in 
the fucctfs which he pretended to derive 
from their violation, unci had on every occa- 
fion attempted to julufy the' exercife of ar¬ 
bitrary p6v.fer in its greatdf extent. 

[Mr. Burke being greatly exhaufted, Mr. 
Adam read a letter to tiiis cfTeft from 
Haihngs to the Court of Directors.] 

> Having thus avowedly uaed an oppofltion 
to the laws of Great Britain, he fled, but in 
vain, for (htlter. to other laws and other 
ufiges. 'Would lie appe:;l to the Mahoniedaii 
lavv for his juAIfitation ? In the whole 
Koran there was nor a fmgle t®"'which 
Cjhfd' ■ tiie afilimed, 

WnM'We appeal to the Ceiited Cede > There 
the eiTort would alfo be vain j a fyftem of 
ib’iftcr jukioc, or more pure morality, there 
did not ex id. It svas therefore equal whe¬ 
ther he Bed for Shelter to .a Brithh Court of 
Juftice or a Gen mo Pagoda j he in either ip- 
fb'ince flood convi<£l:ed as a daring violator of ‘ 
the 4 ws. If he appealed, indeed, to the 
practices of tlie country^ it would be granted, 
that other peculators and otlicr i/nmts had 
exifled before Warren Hafeings 5 but that 
was by n'p means a j unification of his con-r 
du£l: on the contrary, as they did not pre¬ 
tend to aiSl -according to the laws, fo they 
were punhhed by their fupe?'iors for a^ing 
in oppohtion to the laws. Mr, Burke here 
recited fome inllances whore fimilar offeivces 
ihad been puniOied in Officers of finaiice by 



the Sovereigns of tho as 

trary to the laws of Hindoftan. 

He concluded a fpeech of three hof^ 
ten fninutes, by an apology to the Cou 
the time he had occupied* Jf he hart •’» ’ 
diff'ufe, he hoped their Lprdilups would at¬ 
tribute It fobly to an anxious w'l/h that 
ju/lice fhoukt take jjiacc In a caufe, the moil 
complicated and rnarn^tous, perhaps, that 
ever was fubmitted t^dny Court. Hefhould 
now proceed, he fiiid, to fubfhntiate the fc- 
vernl charges, beginning with that, corrupt' 
rnpacity from which the delinquency h xd 
fprung, and proceeding fro!n thenCe to the 
other branches of guilt, which w'ould appear 
to have been produced from that ruling prin¬ 
ciple, both in the internal government of 
Bengal, and in the other provinces, which 
he had fo fjgftificantly called his e x t k r n a u 

RESOURCES. 

Mr. Burke appeared to be greatly exbauited. 
by the delivery of this fpeeCh. 

'Die Court .adjourned to Monday. 


F I E T H D A y'. 

Monday, February i??. 

The Lords having taken their feats, Mr. 
Burke refumed his fpeech. 

He (hid, that the government of Mr. Haf- 
tings was founrled ih bribery and corruption ; 
tljiat his adminiflratlon was one continued 
feene of peculation. Nunducomar, n r.ran'of 
high rank, liad bccotne the acevder of Mr. 
Haffings ; but he was Toon taksP off by a prp- 
fecution for feiorty. But Nutiducomar was 
not'the only accufer 5 if every thing that man 
had faid of Mr, Haffingshad bcen^c.mdalouB. 
ly fajfcj, fflil it appeared upon tlic oath of one 
of the moff illuffrious Ladies, or PrInceJTcis, in 
Bengal, that Mr. had received frorn 

her, or her adepts, J;l^bribe^p^g^ 

This oatTi, and this'' charge of peculation, 
were upon record in the archives of theEalK 
India Company ; but no trace could be found 
ol‘ any anfwer made by Mr. Haffings to 9 
charge fo injurious tp hi$ cliaratter. 


# When Mr. Burke’s argument led him forth ogalnff: arbitrary power, he called together 
all the forces of Truth and Equity-—not only the Genius of England, but of all Aha, cla- 
morous on his iide—The Koran—the Inftiiutcs of 'llmur—the Gentoo Code-all, at every 
idea of tynirmical ufurpatioih as ffrong and ftedfaft as our Statutefi at Large.—In /hort, 
faid'iie, “Talk to rue any Wit c,re of Pov/cr, and I’ll tell you of Proteaion! Mention a 
Magiffratv, and the idea follows of Property ! Shew me any Government, and you' anc; 
to fee the propofed intereti: of tliofe governed I—Power coiiffituted other wife is a mon- 
u that is irqpolTilile! — In C'/ery fyffern, whsr$ there is any notion of the fudice of 
God, or the Good of Mankind ! / 

»• I'o atft or think otherwlfe is blafpheniy to religion, no lefs than uproar In local or5ler I 
For Every good and perfoa^,;^ffyh of God 3”—and what good g.ft of God to Maifcan 
he more pcrfoa> than the innate idea of Jufflcc and Mercy—the Law written'in €)ur 
Hearts—the Primum VivENs/the Ulti.vii.'m MoRiEiis, of ovay bemg chat has the. 
Jjyail gf fiafon ;•> ,, v ' . . + w & . .v , 



misr/ty. 
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y/as alfo cvitjence, lie ohferved, of s 
r?,oool. more, received for a judg- 
li'O.dby Mr. HaUin^s, in acaulc 
i thbli'li-'brouior of a deceafed Rajah, 
’air adopted idji of tiro fame Rajali, were 
teemed i they both claimed the inheritance 
I die deccafed; which was of immenfe value; 
for he had died polildfed of a tra<lt of land 
ccjfunl in extent to ail the northern countleo of 
Engiand, y.orkihire included. 

The fyflem of peculation purfued by Mr. 
Hafting- liad met with many checks, fi om the 
integrity; of Gen, Clavering:, GoJ, Mc>nfon,and 
Mr, Frariis 5 hut it had extended ib far, that 
?t could not bo concealed' from thofe who felt 
for the honour of the Briiiih name and for hu¬ 
manity. Mr, I-IaRings knew this, and hav- 
mg reafon to appreliend that the enquiry inlli- 
tutid by Parliament into delinquencies on the 
^oafi: of CoromancieJ, would at laft reach Ben- 
Igal, he fuddenly had recourfeto an expedient 
for fcrcening himfdf from the refentment of 
hr- conlllfuents, by ipaking them gainers by 
his pecaiation. Finding himfelf on the eve 
ol^^detefUon, lie paid into the Company’s ti ea- 
fury a vail Cum of money w'hich he had re¬ 
ceived contrary to law 5 but then he faid he 
did not receive it for his own uR*, but for that 
of the Company, FIovvevtF, there was in this 
inftance a circunittancetliat feem^ed to contra- 
diifl^us a(lertion, “ That he had received the 
money for the ufeof the CoiT!p.my it was 
this 5—When he paid the money into, the 
treafury at Calcutta, he took bond? for it j fo 
that, In fad>, the Company^ to, whom this 
money was faid to belong, was made debtor 
to Mr. Haftings for the full amount of if. 
On his being queflloned at home by the 
Court of ‘Directors, and ^ked why he had 
taken bonds for money not his own, his an¬ 
swer was, “ That he did not know j he could 
not tell at that diftance of time (kfs th^ua 
threa years) j it nilght be to prevent the cu- 
riou;' a? Calcutta fronj being acquaMted with 
the pioccediiigs of the Rate; that he ought 
not to be preiTed now foF an account of mo- 
which he no longer rcmembcix'd, and of 
■which he could not give any account ,no\r, as 
his papers were i-,’ India.” 

Peculation fltqit for forne time, wbllfl ll Tr. 
HaRings Ivad a majority of the Council again Ji 
But Gen. Clavering and Col, Monfon 
having been removed by death, and Mr, Fran¬ 
cis, harra/Ted and tireil of his fituation, havr 
ing rchgned, the Council then cciifiBcd of 
c>r.:y Mr, Haflings and fvlr,,.WheIer j and the 
fornier having a casing voice, had in his own 
perron, a majority ip the Council j or, in other 
words, the whole G'ovtrnment of Iiidi': was 
In hlmfelf alone.—«Thcn it vi^as that he 
tul'lvid to opCm aii^w ;hc channels of pccuUf 


tion. Six provincial Co'Uncils had becnl 
blithed for the colledion aiid management oq 
the public revonue j but thefe Couaf/ds 
abolifiled, and in thdr room eifablhhed one 
hngle Council, under whofe rnanugement was 
placed the adminiilration of tlio \A'hoie rwe- 
nue of tlie kingdoms of Bengal, Bahar, and 
Orixa, This new Council he coinpoftxl en¬ 
tirely of his ovVn creatures andfavourites j but 
as it was neceiravy they diouid have for their 
Secretary fdme native, acquainted witli the 
laws andcuRoms of the country, he appoint¬ 
ed one who was entirely devoted to him.--—- 
This was the famous, or nuher infamous 
Congo Eui-want Sing. Of this man there 
werd rto'f tw'o bpiriions ; all the friends as Vv^el) 
as theenennies of Mr. Haftings agreeing, that 
hew'asthe mort atrocious villain that India 
ever produced. The Afembers of the new 
Council fobn felt that they W'ere cyphers, and 
mere tools to this detedablc inflrument of cor¬ 
ruption, This «!i6y ihemfcives exprefleri in a 
letter, whiclvMr. Burke read, in which they 
faid that he dived into tlie fecrets of fami¬ 
lies, availed himfelf of them, and liad it in 
his povi'er to lay the whole country under 
contribution. Such was the confidentiaiv; 
agent of Mr. HaBings. Before that Gentle¬ 
man had appointed him Secretary to the nsvy 
Council, he knew the public opinion of tf’.e 
man j and yet he wrote to the Court of D,‘> 
rc< 51 :ors, that tlii$ Congo Sing was general!) 
fpoken ill of, but that heknew noharm of him 2 
He knew, how^’i-er, that he \v:is a man of 
great abilities, and therefor? he employed him. 

Next in infamy to J,vn:W.ant Sing, 
and fccond only to hljm in yiljainy? was Devi 
. S|ngq one of the moR Ihocidng mon’tes that 
< ever Ifajnsd the page of hiflory.—*This vil- 
f laln, driven on accovufit of his infamous ad- 
‘ miniBration fiom. one Importarit, Bation which 
he held, was able to obtain, tlirough hii 
partner in iniquity, Congo Burwant Sing, a 
rnaft lucrative fituatiou under the Company : 
he was admitted at a time when he was a 
bankrupt, and owed 210,cool, to hu m tlic re¬ 
venue of a very large dIBri<ff. One pai tof his 
inBrudl'ions was, that he Biould not raile the j 
rents, or inipofe new tax'.?-? upon the InhaH- 
rants 5 but fuch inBruGions did not weigh' 
mueli with a man, who ki>ew that ifhebrok.© 
through them, he fure of impunity, 
through the powerful influence of Congo 
Burwant Sing, 

He therefore refolvetl by plunder and ra¬ 
pine of every fort, to make the moB of his 
bargain. ^•Iii^^.jyrmnediatcly i*.u ‘■^1 ■, 
contrary tb his inBru(Bions —he threw the 
people of quality, as welFas others, into pH- 
fon, and there made them give him bonds to 
what a,i>ouiit he pkafed, asMhe purtjhAle. of 
i^-r- *c 



icrty.—Thtfc honcU lie aftenvards put 
FIrft, hs puE their clenjefr-e lands up. 
lou, and they were knocked down at 
j’spurclKi''?,, .though the ufual price of 
that countfy was ten., The reai pur- 
cluifer was himfdf.—'N'jxthe fold the lands 
they lield by leafe ; next the lands given by 
the then owners, or their ance/lors, (or the 
pious and humane purjjofes of f/rovkllng for 
t!i€ ifck and infirm j hltly, he fold even the 
very ground defined for the burial of the 
owners 5 and this was to them, from the na¬ 
ture of their education and religion, themoft 
heart--ending of all their lofies.—This, how¬ 
ever, was not all.—He made ufeof a fpecies of 
which In India Is more dreadful than 
deatn, becaufi.; It drives people from th^ir r^. 
Thofe wlio have been dl 4 ;raced by this pillory, 
no matter whether with or without jufi: caufe, 
are, as It were, eiccommunlcated j they are 
di(owned by their own tribe, ntw, by tlieir 
own n^areft relations, and are driven intp-the 
fociety of the outcafis of all fociety* v 4 ’his 
iptllory is a bulhck^ with a drum oneaclifide, 
^*1001 the (lerfon who is once Tea ted on it, is 
-I«vcr after dlfgraccd and degraded, he and ail 
f .his pofterity,, Devi Sing had this tremendous 

* bullock walking through the villages ; at his 
apj^roach the inhabitants all fied : and fo ge¬ 
neral was their defertion of their habitations, 
tliat an Ejjg:U)Ji,n)an travelled i miles without 
feeing, a fire, or a light m any houfe. 

I’he poor Ryots, or hufiiandmcn, v/erc 
1 treated in a manner that would never gain he- 
; llt'f, if it vvas not attefied by the records of the 
Company j and Mr. Eurke thought it necef- 
firy to apologize to their Lordfiiips for the hor¬ 
rid relation, with which he would be obliged 
to harrow up their feelings: the worthy Com- 
mifitoner Patterfon, who had authenticated 
the pjirticulars of this relation, had wiiljed 
that for the credit of human nature, he might 
have drawn a veil over them; but as he had 
been fent to enquire into them, he mufi, In 
^difeharge of his duty, ftate thofe particulars, 
however fhocking they were to his feelings. 
^T^ie cattle and corn of the fiu/l^andmen were 

• fb,td forlef$ chan a quarter of their value, and 
stlfedr huts reduced to afhes ! the unfortunate 
ovvners were obliged to borrow fromufurers, 
that they might difeharge their bonds, which 
had unjufily and illegally been extorted from 
them while they were in confinement 5 and 
fuch was the determination of the infernal 
fiend, Devi Sing, to have thofe bonds dif- 
charged, that the wretched hulbandmcn were 
•bilged to borrow money, not at 20, or |o, 
or 40, 0150, but at six hundre 'cent. 



to Hitisfy him! Thofe wito could net | 
money, were moR cruelly tortured t 
wei e drawn tight round their fingers, tii 
flefh of the four on each hand was adually i*. 
corporated, and become one folid mafs ; th-. y 
fingers w^trethen fepara ted again by wedges ot 
iron and wood driven in between them,—— 
Others were tied two and two by the feet, and ■ 
thrown acrofs a wooden bar, upon which they • 
hung, with theit .^eet uppermofi j they were 
then^beat on the foies of the feet, till tlieir toe¬ 
nails dropped offl 

They were aftciwards beat about the head 
till the blood gufhed out at the mouth, nofe, 
and ears j they were alfo fi egged upon tluj ! 
naked body with bajinboo canes, and prickiy r 
bulhes, .ond, above all, wivh feme polfoiious|’ 
w^eeds, which were of A nrudl: cauillc nature, ] 
and burnt at every touch.— The cruelty of 
the monfiei!’ who had ordered all this, had 
contrived how to tear tli'e mind as well a» 
the body j he frequently had a father and fon 
tied *>.akcd to one another by the feet and 
arms, and then flogged till the flein was torn 1 
from the fiefh j and he had thedevllilh fatif- 
faftion to Imow that every blow mu ft hurt 5 
for If one efcaped the ftm, his fenfibility waul 
wounded by the luiowledge he had chat the 
blow had fallen upon liis fatlier; the fame 
torture was felt by the father, wiien he knew 
that every blow that mifled him had fallen 
upon his fon. 

The treatment of the femab^s could not be 
defer (bed :—dragged forth from the inmoJfc 
receffes of their houfes, which the religtcn of 
the country had rnai'c fo many fiinduaries, • 
they were expofed naked to public view 
,tfie virgins were cfftYtlecf tb the'feu of Juf- 
tieoj where they'might naturally h;n'C looked 
for prote«ftion j now they looke<l for it 
in vaiji. j for in the face of the Miniffers 
Jnftice, in the face of the fpeda\'>p, in ?he 
face of the fun, thefe tender and rnodeft. vir¬ 
gins were bruially violated. The only diflb- 
rence between their treatment and that of 
their mothers v.'a h that the former wei’e ellD. 
honcured in tl;e faceoi day, the latter in ths 
gloomy recefiea of their dungeons. Other 
females had the nipples of their breafts put 
in a cleft bamboo, an^toi u pfl'. Wliat mo- 
ddV itt all Mtions ■nioft carefully conceals, 
thismonfter revealed to view, and confumoi 
by flow fires; nay Ibme of th^ monftroxiy 
tools of tj|is monfter Devi Sing had, hon id 
to tell-! carried their unnatural brutality fo 
far as to drink in the fburce of generation '' 
and life 

Here Mr, Burke dropped his head 


* In this part of bis f|«!ech Mr. Burke’s deferipuons were rnorewivid-—moreJiarrowing— 
and more horrific—tliaa liumaa utterance on either (aa or fancy, perhaps, ever formed he-'' 
. * fore,. 



,jV mlhute'J 5 J)ut h.wng reco¬ 
il, Taid, that the fathers .aiad huf- 
. baplefs females were the mo/l 
tnd induftriouaiiet of men^ ConK:nt 
.fccly fufficlent for the fupport of na- 
they gave almofl the whole produce of 
labour to t)rs Eaft-India Corhpaay : 
,»fc hands which had been broken by per¬ 
ils under the Company’s authority, .pro¬ 
duced to all England the comforts of tlicir 
morning and evening tea j for it was with the 
rent produced by tlidr induflry, that the in- 
veftments were made for the trade to Cluna, 
where the tea which we ufe was bought. 

He then called upon their Lord/hips to 
jirevent the efletfls of the Divine indignation 
upon the BritiOi empire, by bringing to 
julhce the man who could employ fo infernal 
an agent, Tholb wretched hufbandmen 
Would, with thofe drattered hands lifted up 
to Heaven, call down its vengeance upon, 
thei'f imdoers; he conjured their Lord/hips 
to avert that vengeance^ by pimifliing them 
w!io had lb grofsly abufed the power given 
them by this ct..untry. 


Mr, Rhrkewas heretakeh ill *, but he’ 
.recoverc<i,. and was proceeding, when 
was feizeil witli a cramp in his flbrnach, ana 
was difabled from going on. He xvhs fooxi 
rel'cved from his pain, but v»:a6 too exhamiltd 
to be able to proceed, 

iiCrd Derby, chanod from the Chancellor 
and the ilrince of Wales, went to Mr. 
Eurke^ wlio, yielding to bis LordOiip and 
other friends, agreed to defer the rell of 
his fpccch till.next day. 



S I X T H D A Y. 

Tuesday, February 19* 

After the ufual ceremonies, 
rofe ^n5i,p.COceed^ upon the remalnmgpart 
the cnarges. At the coi^c l^ on, he made .a 
moft folernn appeal to thtrr^bur, tlifidlgriity, 
the juftice, and the hiunanity of the Ooun^, to 
enter impartially into the great caiife 'Wliinh 
was before them, and to deterndne accxjrcV 
ingly ■* . t , ■ 

Mr. Fox rofe, and Aated to their LordihIpSi 
that he was dire«fted by the Comnuttee to 
fubniit CO their Lorcl/hips, that it was thelf 


-and Mrsl Sheridan, was fo over- 


fore. The agitation of mof^ people was very apparent- 
powered, that fhe fainted. 

On the fubje^^ of the Miniflers of thefe infernal enormities, he broke out with the hneft 
animation! V 

“ My Lords,” exclaimed M:> Burke, “ let me for a moment quit my iklegated charac>- 
ter, and fpeiik entirely from my perfonal feelings and .convidlion. I am kix>wn t:o have had 
much experience of men and manners—in adive life, and amidit occupations tJie moft va- 
rious !—From that experience, I now proted—^1 wti/tr knew a man, who was fit for 
** fcrvice that was^jwd/ There is filways fomediftjiialifying Ingredient mixing and fpoillng the. 
compound ! The man feems paralytk on that hde ! His mufcles there have lolf their very 
tone, and charadfer !—-They cannot move! Ir; fiiort,the accomplifhmentof any thing good, 
“ is aphyfical impoffibility for fuch a mam Tiiere is- decrepitude as well as dillortlon—lie 
COULD MOT if he v/oukf, is not more-certain, than he v/out.d not, if he could !” 
Shocking as are the fMs v;hicb Mr. Burke related, and which he fays he finds recorded i/ii 
fhe account taken by Adr, Patterfon, who was appoizited (.'ommUlioner to enquire into the 
cirdunnftances of this dreadful bullnefs, and of a rebellion which 'iook place In csonfcquence, 
Air. Burke fays, of the abovementioned cruelties j our readers mufl fee that Mr. Halfings 
cannot be refponfible for them, unlefs it /hall be proved tliat he was privy to, and counte¬ 
nanced the barbarities. s 

“■ I charge (cried he) Warren Haftings, in the name, of the Commons of .England, 
here aflembled, with High Crimes and Mirdemeanors !—I clmrge him with Fraud, Abufe, 
^ Treachery, and Robbeiy !—I charge him with Cruelties unheard-of, and Pevaflations 
almoft vrithout a ruune!—I charge him with having fcarcely left in India—what will 

prove Satisfaaion for his guilt 

And now, (added he, in language which faintly hearing, we almofl tremble to convey) 
*• and now, (added be) 1 yddrHs myfelf to this Aiicmhly, with the moft perfedl reliance ort 
** the Juflice of this High Court. Amongfl you, I fee a venerable and Religious Band, 
*• yrhofe province and, wHofe duty it —to venerate that Government which is eflabli/lied 
“ in piety and xnercy. To them, wbat mtift have befcn the principles of Air. HafUngs r 

Ainongfl you, I fee the Judges of England, the Deliverers of Law founded on equal 
^ Juftice, To them, what muft have been the l/furpations, the Tyranny, the Extortions of 
^ Warren HafHngs ? 

Amongil you, I defery an illuftrious and virtuous, train of Nobles-'—whofe Forefathers 
Itave fought aziddied for the ConlUtution 1 men, who do even Icfs honour to tlielr Children, 




:Ioh tii? pcoce^d by at tide, to ad- 
Wldctice to fiibilantiate each char[!^e, then 
.^,1-A^iiear the prifoner^s evidence and ^'i^'’fence, 
"aiK! afibrwards to be at liberty to replu. 

The Lord ChaOceilor called upon Mr. Law^ 
ienior COUnl'cl for Mr. Hatlings, to know' 
vvhether thi)5 mode would be agreeable. Mr. 
Law ardV^'ered*--^No j upon W'hich his torcL 
fbip obferved to the Ccmnilttee, that as it was 
his w'dh that fubfkanfcial jOftice might take 
place, he ihouid be glad to Imow the reafons 
Which indiiced the Right Horiv Manager, and 
the Committee, to call upon the Court to 
adopt that mode, 

Mr. Fox rofe, and flalecl to their Lord- 
(liips, that the mode propofed In fuch a coni'.' 
plicated cafe was adopted to avoid ob&urity 

i,o place the various queftions in bach a 
clear point of view, that tlieifLordihips might 
■^ith the, greater eaic ciete.r.mi^e 
Upon the refpedive merits of each article of 
impeacliment. 

Mr. AnhfuiheiTpoke to tTie f inie efled. 

Earl Stanhope defircd to know whether the 
tnmG charges were meant to be brought for¬ 
ward In various fhapes, and whether the fame 
evidence was Intended, to be adduced In fup- 
pert of them ? 

Mr. Fox replied, that he had feen too much 
«f this pi'ofecutiOD, not to know, that all the 
charges were made upon rtdfercnt grounds 
dirtimSf in their nature and qualities, and re¬ 
quiring a different fy ftcm Of evidence to fup- 
port isiiem } allhoiigh it might fo happen In 
the progrefs of the bufinefs that tlie fame 
evidences miglit he necedary to fubflantiati? 
tiieir charges. On his part, and on the part 
Of the Committee and the Houfe, he had no' 
hefitation to declare that they meant to avail 
themfelves of no fubterfuge ; they meant to 
bring the char,ges plawdy, clearly, and com- 
pleatly home to the prifoner. There- were 
icvcral precedems of the kind, particularly the 
impeachment of the Earl of Macciesfidd and 
the Earl of Staffb,i d. 

Earl Stanhope being fatisfied with this ex¬ 
planation—the Lord Chancellor called upon 
Mr. Law for the reafons o*'^ which ha I up- 
|vor!.ed hia obje^fion. 

M'r* Law* entereti into a moft elaborate ar- 
|hfncnt to prove that it would be Ineonfdfent 


with the rules of juflice tofuffer 
tion to proc'cc.xi an;the mode p,ropo(id^ 

Ebx, He cited tlrccafe of Aichblfhop Lmr 
and was very u rgem to prove that all the cafe 
in which impaachmeata, had been de'.:ermin(;.u; 
article by article' w-ere by conibJ?.r of the party 
under prb/ecutlon. In armth of his zeal 
for ’.Mr. Hahings, he dropped a, few W'ords 
which mfiea-ed" upon Mr. Burke, tor 
harlh and cruel manner In which !)e had op';!*!-, 
ed the profecution. ft was riniiiar, he fi'd, 
fo the proceeidings againR Sir Walter Raleigh*. 

, He was going on,- wheat 

Mr. Fox rofe and laid, he was command¬ 
ed by the Committee, net do fiiifer fuch. 
grofs and indecent liberties to be .taken in 
cafe where the Comn^ons of England were tiief 
proiecutors. 

■ Mr. La’’^ faid a fevv words, ^nd ftt down. 

Mr, Plomerfollowed hlm j and Mr, Dallas j 
in a very long and excellent fpeech, endea¬ 
voured to draw the analogy between the prac.. 
tlcqjof the common law in the Courts be-, 
loyiT, and that mode whidi ought to prevail 
in-the prefent imlance. He combated the 
precedents which were drawn from Khc ti lals 
o'f-tiie Earl of Macclesfield and Lord Staf- 
tbrd, and averted, that to try each charge, 
and determine upon it, ’wouid, as a necelTaj-y 
confequence, lead to delay, confulkm, and 
perplexity. ■ 

Mr. Fox replied to the- three flounfel in a 
fpeech that took him an hour and a half, irt 
the courfe of which he attempted to Coafute 
.every ar<ume?it which they had urged, and 
to /hew, chat neither the prcfccvm.rs could 
obtain juftice, the pnlbner have afeir hcarint;, 
or tlie Court diicharge thd duty w-liich they 
owed to thdr couhtrt' and to mankind, unjeis 
the chat'gb weie feparated, and the deter- 
iTiination of the Houfe ebtained upon eacli ot 
them. 

Mr, Fox having fi,n[fhefl, the Lords Immc^ 
cliaiely withdrew to their Houfe, and adjourn¬ 
ed the Court to Friday, ^ 


V t' N r' n D a y, 
FkitUAY,' Ferr It A Ry 22* 

*.... Court ^W5 tbi.-f day crouded 
degi^^e beyond sny thing wd had 


Th: 


than thofe Chiiditn do to them-—who are here alTerabled to guard that ConRitution wdiich . 
they have received. From them, v\d-»at muit the Vrolatof of rdl Forms and Cohftiiution# 

« defeve ? 

With one voice they will encourage this Impcachinent, which 1 here folcmnly maintain, 

I Impeach, therefoi*e, Warren in the name ofour Holy Rell'pcay which he v.i 

“ difgniced.—-i Impeach film in therfAme of the Englifh Conrtltution, wbfeji he has violated 
and broken.f—I Impeach hii-rt in tlte name of iTfidir.n MiHions, vvhom lie has lacrlhccd' to 
In]uitice,'--*-!.Impeach him in the name, and by the beR rights.of flurnan Nature, which he ^ 
has Aabbed to the {leart. And I coiy urcthis JHijj-h an^ Sacred Court to let; jaof plebaxiiLi;;# 


be heard in v;-m T’ 


ilpf 


■i 


tberto 





-io . 

ih|!;*brdcr To hear the wkox5 E ^EvWenl 
in f«,oport of ALL the Charges of “ 

« peachmcnt, and then to letth^PefenJ 
dartt enter on his Defence.'’ Upon which 
Mr, Fox rofe and faid, My Lords, the 
Committee beg leave to retire for a few 
*<' minutes, to confwlt in what manner they 
** Hi all proceed.” ‘ 

The Chancelior nodded his afli’mt .• aiid 
the Committee withdrew. ■ I’hey were out 


Th?^ expelled decUton of 
Isords rofpeaing the form of 
and the opening of the firft 
Fox, were tiie apparent 
caufes of the general ahxj'^ty* ^ 

'fhe u'tKii fofcmnities btairg over, the Lord 
Chancelior addre/T<2d tiie eommitttc,--^ 

Gentiemett of the Honfe of Co^^nmons, 

(he Houfeof Lords have ordered me to ac¬ 
quaint you, that they have made tiie follow- 

I’he <-ord CfiatK’elkT had oi»enerl tills bufmefs on the pmeeding day in the Houfe of Lords, 
and in a fpecch of confidmble length given his opinion ; he was followed by the Lords 
Stanhope, Coventry, Abingdon, Lougliborough, Richmond, htci'mont, Derby, Grantky, 
Cariille, and fiuke of Norfolk, 

The Lord Stanhope concluded his/peech with moving, ^ ^ 

thca: the Managets for the Commons of Great Britain be direaed netttier td proceed 
«'• rpondie whole of'the Charges, nor upon their Accufations, Article by Article, but to 
proclgd upon the criminating Ailegkiom one by one.”--Withdrawn. 

• Oucrtlon was afterwards put, tC' agree with the Propofition as Ifated by the Manage;s 

for the Commons. ^ ao 

Contents _- 31 Non-Contents - 

QueOion—^ That the ManagersTor the Commons be diredfed to proceed upon the whole 
“ of tiie Cliarges, before the Prifoner be called iTon for his Defence. 

Carried in affirmative without a divifi 

/\gainl 1 : this determinaiiart, however, the following 1 rcteft was entered on the 

rLo:,V « S B N T I E N T, 

Tft. Bccaufe we hold it to be primarily eflTetvurd to the due adminiftratlon of juRice, that 
thgy who are to iudge have a fiilL clear, and diftina knowledge of every part of the quodio^ 
*> ■ whicli they are ultimately to decide ; and in a ^caufe of Arch magnitude, extent, and 
v'-ri.Tv. av theprefcnt,'wl.ere vfiue is joined on done at times;and places fo diRant, 
aivi with,dation to,per/bns lb v/di as, on crirnes Ip dilcnmmated fi^m each 

odKT by their nature ajul tendency, we conceive that fuch knowledge cannot but with 
exi'dne dilhedUy be'obwinal witfiout a leparate conlideratiqn of tlw fcveral articles 

we cannot with equal facility, accuracy, and confidence apply and eompar« 
tl it evidence adduced, and more efpeciaUy the arguments urged by the profecutors on one 
litie, and the derevidam on the other, if tlie v^holc charge made one cauie, as if th«t 

f vend articles he heard in tlie nisture of feparate caufes. ... ' . u* u i 

9 ,d. Bcciiufe, idmittiog it to be a clear and ack-now'Iedged principle of jultice, that the 
defendant agaiuif a criminal accufatlon Ihpuld be ac VibeTty to make his defence m inch form 
and manner as he £bah deemmofl to his advantage j we are of opinion, that fuch principle 
is only true, fo lar forth as the ule and operation thereof Ihall not be extended to defeat the 
cuds of juitice, to create diffiGukies and delays equivalent to a dire<51: dcleat thcjcof j and, 
1 iTauffc we are of o'pinion, that the propofuion made by the Managers of the^ Moufe of 
Commonb, if it had been agreed to, would not have deprived the defend.ant in thi? profecu-^ 
rion, of the fair and alltwvabk benefit of fucb principle taken in its true fertfe 5 . inafrriuuh as 
it tended only to oblige laui to npply hr^'defence Cpecially and diflin^tiy to each of thedvRintl 
and feparate articles of the Imjxiadunt'ut, in the only mode in which, the refpe^five merits 
of tiie chr^r; ;' and of rli€ (iefenjpe can be accurately compared and determined, or even retained 
in-the memory, ;r u\ net to limit or' reflraiU' him in the form and manner-of conrtrudHng, 
exphining, or efl..:ibnhwns Ifis dcfer.c^^-^ 

4 tfL bteanie, in tnc cafe of tSie F,aiiof Middlefex, and that of the Earl of StrafTord, and 
c!her cafes of much leis magriitudc, extent, and variety, than the prefent, this Houfe has 
d; reded the proceedings to be according to the mode now propofed by the Managers dk 
*'- ft of tijc Commons. « . . . 

sth. Becau/b, pytn if no precedent had exifled, , t, from the new ancl diftinguifhjng 
circi: cf the prefect ciiib, it would have been the duty of this Houfe to adopt the 

• ' ' .ode of t coding, wiiich, tbundod on fimplicity, enfure pcrfpicuity, and obviate 

' i i ' aUh 






ten mmufc.'j; after which they return- 
y 4 nd coolc theJr places in CourL 
^ Mvi Fox then informeri their Lordlhips, 
that the Managers appointed by the HOufe 
of Comiixons to conrfud the prolocut:<x\, 
chearfully rubitsitted to the deciiion of their 
LordIhipSi confident as they were, from a 
conviction of the goodnefr of their catife, 
that let"' the proceeding take, almofr any 
coiirfe, moft con\^'3niem and mbfr advan¬ 
tageous to the pfifoher, it was next to im-. 
pofilihle tViat friey fhouki fucceed, ; 4 nd 
fail in their Impa-ichment. He <aid, he felt 
a peculiar pride in franding before that an- 
e’tent ti-ibunal in. the charafe in which ,he 
thea had the honour to appear, viz„ that of 
one of the Managers of a jKofecution voted 
by the Reprefentatives of tire People, in the 
name of all the Commons pf Great Britain, 
When he faid, he felt a pride on the occa- 
Tion, no man would mppofc he meant any 
pcrfonal vanity, hut that proper pt^lde whicli 
every Brltilh fubjeef, of every degree, mu ft 
naturally feel, in having fo Itriklng an ex¬ 
ample, ths<t what was called the Lex 
Canfieiudo the bulwark of., the 

Jlib^rties, rights, and privileges, and of every 
thing that was dear to Fnglilhmen, had 
provided fuch a means of bringing crimlnai.s 
.of the higheft voider to public triid, and, if 
found guilty, to condign punilhmcut. He; 
entered into a difeuffion of the nature anil 
mt:amng of the Lix et Cenfuetudo Tarytamenti 
(the law and ufage pf Parliament), and af- 



ferted, that It was coeval with <>«»' _ 
rion, and that ii was, if rightly 
. c: frill greater Importance than the cod 
law of England, or even the written or 
tutory la’vs of the Realm. 'He ’explaintj-a , 
this by Rating, that the Ley es Confaetudo 
Farliamenii was fuperior to every other fpe- 
cics of law, fince it was paramount to .all-*— 
it judged the Judges, ai\d put friofo upon 
their trial who could not be olher.yil'e tried 
at all. —Having very eiabora'tdy deiined what 
the Law of Paillament was, ar.d by,, a va- 
rjety of arguments miuiife/led its foriot.s hn- 
portance an,d great vitility, he liikh norwifh- 
ibnding rhsfs fads were matters of noto¬ 
riety, and notwithftandihg that recourfi? had •: 
been had to the i.aw of Parliamem on 
number of critical and prefTing oc.ca.ftons, 
thei-e were fome perfons who had lately,' 
thought proper to aftec^t an ignorance of tlio 
exifteh'^e of thcL^^i!' &t Confuetudo nti^ , 

and to ticat it with no .fmall oe,gree of levity 
arid contempt. Having taken' occafion to 
aftign this reafon for hii* illuftrijtion of a 
fubjea which, he laid, co^dd ndt otherwife - 
have rcqxiired a fyllable from him to e.xplaia 
to their Lordfiiips, who mufr neceiTarily be 
As fully feniible of the imepmng ami Impor¬ 
tance of the Law of Parliament as himfelf, 
he reminded the Court, that the prefcnc Jm- . 
peachment was brought forward, under efr- 
cuDifrances that diftinghifhed it from eveiy 
otifier ImpcacrTinient, and gave it a degree of 
iuftre and dignity that had not belonged tp 


6th. Becaufe we conceive, that the accepting the propofal made by the Managers 
have been no ]efs confopant to good policy thrm to fnbfrantial jufrice, fmee by poirefiing 
the ackatowlfidged right of preferring fheir articles as fo many fucceffive lmpeacumerits,^the 
Commons have iin undoubted power of compcUIng this Houfe m future virmaliy tiguadopt 
^lat mode wiiich they now recommend j and if they ftibuid ever be dnyen tp fhand on t.n} 
extreme right, jealouVies mutt unayoidably efrlud btxween the two HouA;:s wlioic liarmony 
U the vital'principie of national prbfperlt) ,i public juftice mutt bo delayed, if pot defeated j 

the iimbcent might be harralTed, and the guilty rpight efcape. 

'’th. Ikcaufe many of the realbris upfr wluch a iriotle of conduaiug 

profecutloii has beenirppoled upon the Commons, as .aUedged iti the debate upon tins fuby.if, 
aopear to us of a frill more dangerous apd alarming fthidency than t.lic nfteaiure itftfr, lor- 
afmucb as we cannot hear but with the ut,njo-tt attoniikment and apprehension, that this 
Supreme Court of ]ndlcatureis to be concluded by the'Inttitwtcd ruks of the 
inferior Courts: and that tire Law oi Parliament, Avhioh ^vc ii;we ever conlidered a.', recog¬ 
nized and reverenced by all who refpeaed and underttopd the laws and the conttmitK'a) ot 
this .cowntryl has neither lorm, authority, nor even exijvcnco a do^hine whlcii we conu,..ive 
to ttrikU direaiy at die root of all parliameniaq' prGt: x^lIng by impeachment, ai)d 
ctjually defrrinftive of the cftAbWhed rights of the Commons, and of the 
tion of the Peers, and conrequently to tend totiv- degradation of both Hovifes ot Parliameiu, 

to diminiai the vigopr of'public juftice, find to fubvert the fundanvmul pYinciples oi ti \<3 
eonftitutlon, 

. poRvr.AiNO, Dj? vojisKirEv. BEorottu, 
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'prorect:g'on of fimllar fori:.*—> 
aflllps vvould. repoiiefI, that ogort 
die ancient Impeadniients had 
3 d on a Hidden, in a moment of 
Jaity rage and mji and iiad been uniformly 
brought forward by the triumpliant fide of 
tlie Houfe of Comntpnf), viz. by thofe who 
took the lead there, and were at the head of 
the majority. .Tn the prefent inftance,, 
difierent had been the origin, far different 
the comp3e(ftIo,n and progrefs of the ptrbfe- 
cuflon. After many years of laborious in- 
yefligation and enquiry, upon full and ma- 
tore convidion, iu a deliberate manner, and 
free from heat or in Ugnatioii, or ♦ioy impuUo 
of the moment, Charges of -High Crimes 
and Mifdemeanors had been exhibited ngainfl 
Warren Hafiings, in the Houfe mf 
Commons, by thofe who yirere well kiiowtx 
to fr-rm a pafty y weak, indeOd, In point of 
Weight or authority, compared to that party 
v/hich was tiic triumphant onci, and which 
did poflefs e\'eiy poffible degree of weight 
and authority,in that Houfe. '’Long ufed to 
diiputes imcf eontefts,. t!ie two pat ties; had 
Carried on a political waarfare in Parliament 
with gj-eat;,acrimony for fomc time t but fuch 
was ti\c convi6lion“prodiicecl by an invefijga- 
tion of the charges, and a fair difeuffion of 
tUciv contents, that to the immortal honour 
/■he Houfeof Commons, and to the glOry 
of ihc country, both parties met u|>or! the 
fubh.i<!S, and, forgetting aU foimier aoiniofi- 
iies., confented to vIni^c Jit putting a jierfon, 
v/Iio appeared ro them to have committed 
varlons. high crimes and mhdemeanors, upon 
Ills tiial before their Lordihips j thetLby ma^- 


nifofiing to India, and to all tlic worir!,, 

Briufii jhfiice never forgot nor clifregai^l' 
the grievances of any defeription of perfonsj 
liowcvcf diftant their fituation, who were in 
any degree entitled m its, proteflion. Mr- 
Fox dilated on this idea at fome length and 
mewed the difintereftednefs of the Houfe of 
Commons colleflively, and its Managers iii 
particular, in bringing forward thjs prefent 
Impeachment, Yinee it was not pofiible for 
them to derive any benefit or advantage froui 
thofe whofe wrongs they wifhed to redrefs, 
and, the author of whofo injuries, if hiTniould 
btrfo found, they hoped to bring to a jufl: 
and merited punhlimcnt. 

Haying very fully difenfied thefe particu¬ 
lars, Mr. Fox proceeded to open the charge 
that he had been ordei'cd, to bring forward 
and explain to their Lordlhips, viz. the 
Benares charge. 

Ho bcgifir by narrating briefiy and perlji^i- 
cupufly Hhe hiflofy of the difiriYV of’Bcnares. 
It was granted, he oblerval, by the Vizir 
Sujuh J>owlah, in the year 1764, to Bullwavi't 
Smg, to be by him fully retained, and fubjC'S): 
only to a tribute of twenty-Hve lacks yevirlyl 
On the deceafe of BuUwant Sing, in the 
year 1770, the grant was renewed to his'ibn 
Cheyt Sing, the prdent Kajah, on tlie fame 
terms-it was again confirmed to him, 
tiiough for what reafon is not known, in 
the year 1773^ and to this Ian: grant Mr*. 
.Hafiings was a witnef? and guarantee on the 
part of the Bari-India Company. In the 
year 1775, Afoph ul Dowlah, the fon and 
fucceiror of Sujah Dowlah, thought proper 
to make a demand ,.on the Rajah of an ad- 



I; 


Giving way to the overbearing power of exultation, at once involuntary ancl reafohnbk, 
fro‘m%t avowed pride i 5 f his prefent place and purpofes, Mr. Fox"exclaimed, with becoming 
.magn'icimity— 

“ ir is a pride, however, that is not perfooal! ft is, thank God, moiVnobly the reverfe 
‘V of all that iii. fordid, dirninndve, .vqyfiwicah It' rcvaches, and It decorates, all 

toy friei:!ds~-aU wkl^ .whom, 1 uOt—the age, and, nation (—Other lAmpeachnients have 
originated with the party theo.triumphan in the ■ ibrnric of Copurfons it is the obyious 
boallof the prcfcrrc bufmefs to begun with tlipfe too truly not there predominant j 
‘‘ and I know not, on fi<ic admiration foay moft fondly lean-r*whether, over thofe 

.whofe Inventive ardour opemd the career-’-'or thofe vvhofu Ingenuous candom' fo \ve|i and 

fairly aided it to this >:r>T,PYi.>f(; •cc/Ncca'.iifoN ! 

For furely it Is grand and edifying indeed, to dirplay the coHei^Ive vigour'of ISTatioKa 0 
*• Humanity, pamniouhr.ovcr all' !-- to vaunt the Ixoaufe ufeful, instance, of 

tvvf-; Pi.’.liticnl Parii '-3 unitiiig^ unc^pcclfgly, (h thcpbUlt'of reciprocal dlfintcre/Iediiefs !— 
jtnely fc-rvgoiny every hup'purpofc of alfowabic felf-gratification (--Ybcatlimg chofc arms they 
“ bptli had wicidtd fo ahiy, to.rmirijal aju^oyaike Y and attacking, with a different array 
u'hdt tliey deemed, wirnh^cr right or wrong was ^ be HirbYcd,- the Common Enemy to 
'I'nnh and Feeling!' ;v ■ ' - --I' ; . 

Atfucli an eiTort, .In trie admiring view of furr mnding Natioj^s, it w'ere.impious, If 
poflxblc, to b? cairn !—indifference were Ii\fexifibiiH.y---that prophanecl each facred iiiflu- 
wee in Fleaven arid Fnrtii (--There Was no collective virtue fuperior~'-.h\ tire' lufiory of 
"’ngland-—in the Hifiory of Man 1 It fprang from motives, of all others tfidmoA High 
' ' pure—ythe 'G 00,0 J>F OTHSTRS. j—aod it ffowed to cons ki^uences, of all dtUers, the 

moii gratifying aad enduiiug — the well-founded atprob axiom of ovRSEtvxs 1” 

' vanc’^ 
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Vthj.'u'ibut^sof five lacier* Thivex 
JvKXfi iir*i>iy i'C'JtlV'l by Mv. ‘nrvffco'vv, 
the ' i i)y 

of Mr*'Hi.iu\ngS7 .^6 jjuarantce of riie 
laic tre.ii;y, ' "i'he Kajah had ai that tirno 
ib';;3n received'ay the flier cl ^ a'lct folicited a's 
the ally, of the EalVlndia Ci.nipany; and 
pn this the Vizir Alrph ui Dow- 

lull thought it ativ'.fabjo to recede iVoin his 
claim. In the fame year, 1775, the fovo- 
reignty which the Vizir ponefTed ovor the 
jR.ajah and las territory, togerhe)'with the an¬ 
nual tribute, was trimsfcvrcd to the Ccumpa- 
iny. it would be abfurd to lay, that when 
the fovcrcignty v/as tlucs transferrcth 'its 
Rights were mort enlatgiM b'lan when they 
appertained to the origin.;! poheflor- It 
would be Grange language to hold forth to 
yhe Rajah*«^“^ When you were tributary to 
the Vizi'p the Company was your friend 
and guarantee, aovi your rights 'Were there-.. 
forcfccurc3—hm in changing your ma'f^ers, 
you have loit v'l'.'f defence j—by hseomi'ng 
iributury to the Compuny, you arc loft wltfi- 
oiu a ih-otetdor—.aid your nghls and your 
'indepaidencc have no iauger an exiftence-” 
'The abfui'dity lind Imprapnety of this lan- 
gu:C|;e was miinifelt j yet fuch was the fyiV 
tern exemplified in die eondin!> of Mr. 

■ kaiVings. ' 

, With refpei^b to the queftion on w'htoh fo 
rnuch had becu 1' d-.~"‘V^''hetlior the Rajaii 
was an independeni 1‘rlna;, or a more Ze- 
rt>*ndar or depdndatit ianddiolder— Mr, Fox 
fa;d, he fl'iould not trcuhlc ihelr l,onhhips 
with a fyilubh; or ai,;imienf, Tije firmer 
h,.id been mTurted on the one ho'e, lu'kI a-j 
ilrongiy denied oa th.e orher. In his opinion.^ 

- the conduct' of Mr., Kadings 'vVas'' cej'u \\\y 
unitift in both cn'rc's: but tiie truth vv'ouhl 
fhoitly ajipear from the evidmee nt rliclr bar, 
Mr. Haaingi himCif had oonvriburcd in 
fome degree to eft^lfh 'rh.c tormw idea, byf 
jrnoving in Couiu^fj^hicli hnd been carried 
unaninioufiy, that me Rajah d'^buld be lU- 
vcilcdv/ith a right of Coinage, and with tiio 
execution of criminal juRlce AMithln his ter., 
ritory :—two fymbols undoubtedly of fov;?- 
reign authority. I’he Rajah, it was under- 
fh)od alfo, I7 treaty, wa5> to hold his rights 
and poHeflions—v;h 31 ft he paid his tribute 
regularly—and paid a dug oiedunc<;.io the 
I'bls lattei ,part of the fen- 
•tehee would require forae exphnatioa, as it 
had bc\,n made, however untenable, a 
' gr^anvl (;'f defcn*se by tho Governor-General. 
If the Rajali afiiilcd in the quav: h. of ihc 
Company—if he did not rnoleil their /ilends, 

' and fufi^ended all interc'ourfo with tliclrenc- 
■' tnlcb—tin's would _prob:ihly be deemed a due 
• obedience; but it unfortunately did not.ap- 
bi-oaeli to that pallivc fubmiffton whjch w^s 

'-'■ryl ■ /'a-'•■ ' r'ff 



required by Mr. Haftlngs. Neithefi* 

Ji.urop<sGn ideas of! fovcieignty accQid 
die dchnidon contained in his 
iionary,-.^r»y favirdgntyy fays Mr. HaffmgSi 
in bis defence delivered to tlie Commons—U' 
mean aykii/a^y py,.i^er ! And led: his mean¬ 
ing Ihouid bo mifunderdood—left N? dtould 
be dionght to Iiave fpo><:en of ahJoLdf power, 
he adds, V/!;at i ni-.m by arblhury pow-h" 
is that flatc v/Iferc 7)10 will of the foverclgn 
'is e^cry nnd ^be rights of the fiU'jctb--* 
iptlnny T' “ A do not in gc-uerid fuld Mi. 
Pox) appro\^e of either the logic oj'" defiol- 
tlons of Mr. Haflings; but he oertainiy has 
Ch: credit of being me hrft psrfon vyho has 
gJveil a full and fair Oeitnitlon of a r b j -r k a a a 

POWKIU • ; ■ ■ ' 

Put how then was the compa-ff b^ctween 
the Kajah and tfie Company to be undvr-^ 
flood?' Mr. Railings, i^ appeared, H-as t--' 
fay to the Rajah, in virmo of Ills 
power, Ihn; me the tribute—obnavr; your 
uhcjdicncc—glv.; me v/laucver fum I j'h.iil 
aik—I then' alTufe you that I v/ill t'c-;. afk 
for ivfoRiIh-Jf where, in fchis cafe, w.c-i 
the comperdlitinn, tbs c;.u.td I'ro which, '- 
fhoiiid appear in every compa,^> ? Tlie R;>.. 
jab WHS to pay his tributej he was to obey 
every injun-ftlon; and in n-.lurn, if he darn! 
to murrrnr, he was raid by Mr. Thnlings— ', 

My wifi, as a fovmdrn,. is .kv^-aV 
TuiNO.j and your righr?, as a fubj'-''‘'u, arc 
NOTRiNG ! ”—I'his arhurai7 power, how¬ 
ever, did not appear to be in ccnterrtplr.uonj 
when in g.-anring the Rajah the privlle.^cs of 
coinage, r, rd of executing criminal jufCce l?\ 
his diftrhfV, Mr, Hayings dioug'he it necenh'ty 
to rrl'erve by an exprifs <-.'aufc t'u nght. of 
lining the Rajah if;ihe coin wd„ k)und Jo 
be, beneath a certain I'tandini h— Where: av.- 
bitrary power was veiled, fuch a riff’vau'bn 
was fupci vluous ; if tbo will of the fovemigo 
was ever V thing, why war, the liberty of fmij'.g 

hf vaJllu guarded by fueh 'a efufi I' Tlie 

excep'.iun undoubtedly brnded to prove, thaf 
'in general the righy old uer, cxllh Mr. 
Hailing^ however, iiad alTu.ncd a comrar/ 
infrenee In his deferic-j;; he allcdgrd,, that 
the exception being m.vde in that instance,' 
])n'A\,d tliuf the right exlflcvd in every other.; 
and Inyerting'tJ)e axiom y-jo/umv- 

he contended, that b,c,.iulh an cx- 
cepJion was made in a particular inpoiu,?, 
the f.mv exception fqould by und.-rdovid in 
all eafs whiafu^rvcr. 

Tl'icvv was v'HC . circumfhnue-, Mr. 

'fid, in this parr of the cono'tiA of M / 
Haflliigs, which, if their, Lordililps k‘i(Av, 
his cham<;li:i,r rutVicimrly, Vv’Tlul'd Riikc them 
with the ntUiOft aiioni^iiment. ^ ' • <;>J 

Treaty nfecrvainuig ihc riches of tf 
Qf f dalles had been made lu the year 
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abrolutely three ycara before 5 1 
by, Mr* Ha^rtgs ! i!«—If /uch 
""^nflanco coy 3d be adduced from tfie 
•Wwie Inffory of the trayfa< 5 fiona^ of ^the 
t^uvernor-Ohrier;;! in Tndiaj A'lr* I'e^x laid, 
he would eccn coiuont to let him riow' cfcape 
Jli'orn puoiOinient. ]u July 177^? be at 

■ made ademand on thoRajah of aii addi- 
tiojial funi of five lacks of Tupev’$.^ or 50^000!. 

■ The pretext for this wai the report received 
of the v/ar with Fninee being about 'to 

■ Commence* But even fuppofiag.thb proUv 

■ hie necefili-y m it could not 

jumhoation ■" hUiWmih as the Trea* 
fnry, by his ;:..>eount, had at. that tline 
nn o.verpiuo of i /'C 'Torcs? of rupees, iv' uc- 
wards of fve •'• •; Rerlirvg. Nor could 

th'.-' coilip-raiively fcnd in?; fum rlemandod from 
iki-Rawh be rntfanr as the commonc^vitient 
laf a general tax. ; 0n all tho d(?pcrid...qclcs of 
rh; Comp’ui/^ as by du: confeiTion of Mr; 
kdiing.), there was no other Prince who 
frcod in a firnilaf htuadon, or on whom Aipl'i 
a demarwi cduW be made* It had tlT.eappea.f- 

, a,nee of harntneis, hh’. Fox obfcrvcid, to 
ailign motives for criminal aidions, which 
\ver.j generally’prelunicdpyot he Rood iem* 
bolclcnftd by a compUcatiori of prodf» to 
tvCiy tlat this exturtirat bad it> reFfi Ibutce 
'.,>7 ‘ pe.rfonal r#‘ntmetn- to' the Rajah, tot 
haVring fclit: bis y^h^l to congratuiate Sir 
■John Cioveriug’.. when it was'^tumouted-chat 
bu , was ihortly he railed to . the mhk c>r 
Gvwernar-Gcncrah This cirGumflance wbiijd 
.•i;.i).car natural avsci inotTcniive to any perfda 
■who epuiidcred the huiniTit'tion to which the 
Ji'rinavi of India are reduced j but. m the 
ruind of hdh. .fihliiDgs.wviv thdlcieiit to ex-* 
cim a tan'sour. Which Toi'kl iMt termlriate 
but In the ruin of it.r objeft, 

' ’ H their L.ord/hips, Mr. Fqx remarbcc?, 
br^d merely a y.vneral and popular'knowRdgo , 

«iC kai'j ndbr'a, on bearing- that t he untbrnf- 
mte .P*ajiVi TiadHecn diveded of aU anthorliy, • 
and r.'ihvd-.vrom bis ddnhnions; they woui'd 
?.?nfiouotc^i/ fuppmw, that Cheyt;Sing had 
refufod u': p:y the fine, and had been thus ^ 
puiiiPncd for his contumacy. But what in 
ih 't cue would h:ive been their aRoni/hment 
to 'earn, that he had n-ot cnly pi'd 'It to the 
jaR '/hihing, but had .uiv^^;\.:vd‘ti!C fame fupi 
a ii!nli.*r rciiuifitlon in .(779 and 17^0, 

’! f!ie f.vo fucc'cdlrig y.'iars, in each it hrnf 
. "heen dumandvfl io July,-7ind paid tu the 
foMo-wing f arid thl;- waa tlic 
f)le crime imputed to hita hy^Mr, HpRings, 

, '"ii'v.far as rdportvd ibis part of their tninf- 
* itfllcDs,— SVdh to sf.c fx’tcrt'.ori, as a 

VK. ho h.>o '■ i ooiUP-i^{ vmd an in fraction of the 
'"V^. • j K, f tr. n.;fvhags pheed his 
^‘oihocj fokly -A two polho-—r'f’O coucm-- 
rvi'cc-d >5nFi7incp.-.*:anv) tlie approhfttson pf 


the Cotirt of Dlrcfloi's. frt the fri*^ of ':1 
arguments, if fuch they cpulrl be calledj th<^ 
appeared a fpecimen of that refpef): whicl| 
even the moR corrupt are. compelled Tikl- 
" mately to pay to the energies of virtue •,, but it 
was In vain that Mr« Haftings ibughs to {bel*^ 
#ei lumfelf under the concurrence of Mr. 
Frani-ds, as it would appear in eyjckhce, t!iat 
the iatrer only gave his confent to the appUca- 
tlon, as not knowing but the fum required 
nilgbt corne as a voluntary gift from the Ra*. 
jah, but that at the fame tlmo, he had •.I'.bfo- 
iutely protefivd again ft fuch a requlfition as a 
nght.«*-*-Ou the fecond pleay the approval of 
the Directors, it would, be klle to dwell ut 
length. Their approbation had been ever 
certain, when their intetefts vrere ih any de¬ 
gree ivrovpoted. Frorn tk? gc knovvlcdge 
of tbis circumflartce bad oiiginnted th6 bill t\)ii‘ 
fafp^^nding the powfers of the Court of Dire<;v. 
tors, whicli he lidd once the honour of pre- 
renting at their Lordlliips’ bar; and another 
alfo which had met a more favourable recep¬ 
tion, and was now a part of the law ^f ^he 
land.-—But when it was wifely provided that 
not eyen the Royal pardon ceuW be pltjadahle 
in bar'to an unpeachment preferred^ by, the 
Commans^ it was abfurd to mention the im¬ 
plied approbation of a fet of merchants a.s n 
pka'apinR their Lordfhips' procefs and deci- 
fion* ■ 

The Council, he remarked, had, on a f.'rt'-' 
mer pecaAon, rtfOfmnmkd to the Rajah of 
Benarek tb keep up a force of aooo cavalry 
for their mutual fecurity, which were to bifif 
paid fcr at a fettled rate, if taken into the fer.* 
vice of the Company. There was no iUmn 4 
nmte at hjat time*, the term and language 
w^etK*Twc:n as /hould be izfed between equals, 
;in every re(p&ii fiklfdhry treaty j 
and MajeRy could, 'with as much pr6« 
pi tery^ 4.um the fovereignty of HefTe 
as Mr. Haflings found a claim of arbitrary 
power on that proceeding ; and yet the GO'** 
v^!rnor..*Genoral, finding .all cd.icr efibrts in- 
etfe0.i:.al to irritate the Rajah tP difobedience, 
and that, on the contrary, his fubmilfion kept 
p,ice w'lth every' infult, he turned the recoin* 
rnendatlmi into a demand, and required it.ooo 
cavalry to he furnifhed .at the c i pence of the 
Ra)ah, and not at the expenceof the Com¬ 
pany, as before propcffcd; This requifition, 
on the Raj.ih Rating ha impoffibHity, was 
moderated to 1000, Cheyt Sing IBII declared 
that he had but 1300, five hundredlof which 
be offered to funjiih, and to fupply the deff- 
cientyfwith 500 rr.atchlock-nicn, to be alfa 
at his expcncs.-—At the fat no time, he at¬ 
tempted to conciliate the fricndfliip ^and pro- 
teclion of Mr. Haffings by a prefent of 
20,cod, which tlio Governor received, as h« 
allerwards (uggefted, forthc ufc of Con^- 

;'ir- ' 





as if.'riicf'/ A Voluatary gift was to be 
from a man worn-dut with es,tor- 
A' it was hot obviduOy meant a.s a 
.vpwrciiafe a refeue I'rarn ftjture op- 

pfefifion. 

Vet with aii tliefe conceftions Me Haft- 
Ings declares; that hia patience was exhauft- 
cci; and ^ I detetmined^ faid he, to turn Ids 
Cl imes to the advaivtages of the Company^ by 
impofing a henyy fine on ins difohedienct?/'' 
-^He accordingly mafte> money a part of 
criminal jurifpt udc-ncc, and of criminal ■ pu^ 
nilhinent. He departs from iiis charadHr of 
Cliief of the exec.utive Government in IrKlia> 
and ta.^es up that of a criminal Judge 5 lie 
linites in liim the three char,i.^tors of judgC;^ 
of Accufer, and ofWitnefsj .ihd in the de¬ 
licacy of that novel htuation he writes a let¬ 
ter to tlie flajah, demanding peremptoriiyaj 
fine of lach, or 500,0001, and proeccds 
himfelf to Kenares, to etifprcxi the requiiitlon I 
If the^Rajah had with-held thel additit^nal 
tribute required bt'yond the time it was due, 
tlie inrereft of the fum for tiiat time might 
have been imped'd as a mul^f j if he wkli- 
■ held 50c eavairyj the difference of expence 
between them and matclilock-men; miglit 
have been exa<fted with ioim appearance of ^ 
^?3propfiety, If his condud had been difobc- 
dient and contiunacious, a pecuniary hnc 
might have been impofed with fome plea of 
ju/Hce; but inftead of the haft mentioned 
conduct, his demeanor was as contrite and 
fubmidive, as if he had been either guilty or 
dependent.—['I'he following letter of Chtyt 
Sing, whicli is marked by the ftrotigeft tnu't;^ 
ci Jt'clJify and knmlmtiony was read by Mr* 
Grey.] 

< I Received your letter delivered to me 
" , < by Mr. Markham, and I^avc underftood 
‘ every particular of its contents. Sir,/after 

* the arrival of Sheakh Ally Niicky, 1 ob-^ 

* ferved all the orders which you fcnt me ; 

* and I received tlic letter which the deceafed 

* Sheakh brought me, inforrniag me that 
‘ every fufylchn was now completely re- 
‘ moved from your mind, and that I muft 

< onhder you, as form^irly, attentive to 

* me* But I have not experienced from you 

< the fame generoficies as formerly. I lent 

* you repeatedly letters reprefenting to your 

* confideration my unhappy circumliances ; 

* but yon never lionoured me with any 
‘ reply. For this reafon I Tent niy Buxey 

? • Suddanund to your pretenee, enjoinlnK 

‘ him t<;> reprefenr to yon the lirnmefs oi 
my obedience and attachment j to,y , be- 
‘ fore you the particulr'.rs of my ftiuation 5 
‘ and to learn the difpofnioo of your mind 

* row.irds m?. He arrived accordingly ,in 

' preftnee, arid‘feprefen^ed every 



^ in.a prop-er manner. I Imve heve_ 

‘ in tlie Aiiallqft, degree from tliefe p! 

* ; and the bcnem-?; and civiiirica ___ 

* Which, you have honoured me have giV>n 

‘ me rb, greateft fatisfaction and Muva?*-- 
‘ confidered yon as the fourcc from which; 

‘ 1 derived the fulfilment of ail my wilhedi 
‘ and d eh res. .It is my hrm hope, thnt !• 

‘ may be always favoured with ycnr direo- 
‘ dons. In this manner .1 complied, vvlth 
tiie utmoft reitdinefs, with die i N'der yen 
^ font me for the payrn<fnc of five Jacks 

* rupees on account of the expences of the 
war. .1 tent ftrli -dne lack of rupees with 

^ an anfvver to your letter. Afterwards, 

‘ having paid to Mr. Fowke the'.fumof enh, , 
‘ lack and Icventy tlioufr i:iftl rup.is, I h 
‘ letter requeuing a further 'arjo^’ance of- 
‘ time to enable me to make fome prepara- 
*■ tions. To this I received no reply, It 
‘ being no time for delay, Nbtwithftanduv'v 
‘ this, I w'as not a moment inattentive to, 

‘ this-concern, and as foon as niy Bux^v ar- 
‘ rived, I paid immediately the remaining 
‘ part of the fum. The remitting ol‘ tliis 
‘ to the army did not depend on me • If any 
‘ delay happent^d on this head, ) could not 
‘ hdj> If, If befideS' the payment of the 
‘ money, the remittance of it alfo td the 
‘ army had rclted with rhe, a delay of thiS' 

‘ kind ihould not have happened, J h;.v<w..r 
‘ enclofed iin this letter paper fpccifylfig' 

‘ the particular Aims wddeh have becn ad - 
^ vanced, with their da--’s, 

‘ With refpee^ to tiie horlie, you deiucd 
‘ me in your letter to inform you of wli t 
. ‘ number I could afford to ftacion vvich > -u, 

‘ and I fent you a particular account of all 
‘ that were in. my fervlce, amounting to 
‘ i jophorfc, of whiish ftr/eral were Ration- 
‘ ed at. diA.int placei; but I received , no 
‘ anfwer to this. Mr. Markham dolivircd, 

‘ me an order to prepare toco horfe. In 
‘ compliance with your Willjcs .I colljacd' ' 
« 500 hoik*, .'ind, as a fublntutc for tbs 
‘ remainder, 500 Burkianda'res, of wliich 
Mfent you information; and 1 told Miv.^ 
‘ Markham ..'they were ready to , go to what- 
‘ ever place they Ihould bb fent. No anfwer. 

‘ however came from you on this head, and 
‘ « ren^ained a.ftomfired at the caufe of it. 

‘ Repeatedly -I .afleed Mr. .Maricham about- 
‘ Ari anfWer to niy .letter about th: herfe, : 

‘ hut he told m: he did not knew ih:: rea> 

‘ fono’ cf no .'anWv.yr havihg bci.ii fent. .1 
‘ rcinained aRjj^.'Vdhgd.,. Wnh rcfpsdt to ihc 
‘ fepoys,, I received fWft an order to Ration , 
‘ tv;o of my epmpania;; .which 1 did. i-. 

‘ wa':; thiin to gte a Tunkaw for ” 

* th'fc payme nt of fhe fc'p"'y'jj.. and Ukrwife . 

‘ to pay the Captain ; \vhl';ch has Uocn .fh-' 

‘ ever/month. ^ 
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pting Abdullah Beg and his attend-^ 
I 'Q.dnt of my people, either depend- 
ferv'ants, or oth’erB in ary lhape 
vvitl'i me, have ever gone to 
:utta. My enemies, with a view to 

* my ruin, have made falfe reprefentations 
‘ to you. Now that, happily fo me, you' 

* have ycvttrfeif arrived at this place, you 

* will be- able to afeertarn all the clrcuin- 
itvinees rdative to the hdrfe, to my peopio 

* going to Calcutta^ and the dates^ of- the 

* receipts of tfie particular fiims above- 

* mentioned. Vch nvIU then know whether 

* { 1 t?vc am u fed you vvith a falle reprctlnta- 
‘ tioo, or made a ju/1 report to you, I 
^ have givcvi. niy /i iimils itipil particular in- 
^ janifions, and have taken a penalty-bond 
‘ /i'oni them, that they iliall keep no thieves 
*• in thv!:ir didti^. What power have they 

, ‘ to othetwife ' But If evfcr a murder • 
. ♦ or robbery is committed in the country, I 
^ have Jviren careful to inapale or otherwrfe 

* punifh the culprit. If a petfon havihg- 

* committed a (kUnqucncy foouM efcapc to 
‘ fome other place, lb as to eludo all dffcor 

* very, in that calc I am helplefs j but tb :. 

* the utniofl of my power I endeavouf tb 
‘ fulfill your orders. 1 have never Twerved 

* in the fmaHeft degree from my duty to 
‘you. It rerhaina with yon to decide on 
‘ all t'l.cfc matters, I am in every cafe your 

* have, VVhat is' jufl: 1 have reprerented to 
‘ you, May your profpeiity increase,' 

Even this letter, Mr/ Fox (^bferved, tlie 
Governor-Oenend had pVonounct'd to be ex¬ 
tremely —but if it partook of that 

cpuihty, it' was'only ofFenhve in humiliation 
-—and ofl'ciMlVe in its derpondence* Mr. 
Hafbngs cicdaiixl, thdf it flicwed the grow- 
' ing fpirit of jindeii.jKience—that It was a 
/^crimination ratr,';, than a defeno:!—and tli'TiE 
ii hreatlxe'd the J uiguage of knervV 

«oi, laid Mr. Eox, in what tones or language 
their dehance U announced In h/iila j but if 
' tills be a dt'n./r.cc., I w-outd merely in tlv, 

,rit of hicrarv curioiiry with to knov;, in 
wh;j£ terms rjn /vdi./.>v would declare his fub- 
rndhon. 

Haikngs, hev^vever, ■ wsc determined 
to puniiiu Me icfjjivi lo fee the unfortunate 
IMijah, and .Wlualiy pbeed him under.iin ar- 
iciK it Weis not wholly nca,.;!..;.-. to vecurro 
Indian manner-j and euilom -, to explain tlie 
foi'cc Oi this infuit.—if *.ve iuppoiEd an Eu- 
ropoaiiCluef, wItiiout hid''*--dkj5 particuMvly 
, ,;.4o his rank, v'ho mu*ll be iVippo/ed of feme 
ccnicquencv, whop he paid hi^ Sovereign a 
^■;ib''qo of per ann.' conun'tted to 

Inot only dclpoiIt'd of his iimvaiclatc 

■ '-•v,7>^d . ."is ' : i ' 

'.’"'iK: '' . 

't Ailudirig, It is f».id',' td the Chancsllor’s 
ii yVioxi to tills irUl with tin; Fruicp of Wakb'. 


power, bvit fils Government enc'rely m 
luted, fomc Idea might be formed of ^the 1?^ 
fmeCs'of that day. The reib*c of the unfo^ 
tunate .Rd,jah, v/itf;i the maBacre hotlf of Fai.- 
ropean.s and Gentws which followed, vyern 
too wen known to require a particular de¬ 
fer ip tion, , 

On'th'e dlfproportion of the fuppofed crime 
to the ailuai punilhmsnt, ,Mr. Fpif dwelt 
With mucii diffufehefs, yet with iBfi'hlrc force. 
The fine of 500,000!. he fald, was fo much 
beyohtlall bounds, that ihe.f»get of the law, 
on that occaflon, Was ireavier ,than the /W«r' 
of a f and that if fuch was Bnf'tjli 
jujtiu, the miferabfe Hindoo fhould pray that 
ic might be exchanged for "tariariein harbmiij* 
—Mr. Having ' had lately been compared to 
a conqueror, whole fame filed the univerfe; 
—a chamber fo exalted aii to difpute tre- 
CEncKcr with the Jctohii purfomge in the’ 
kingdom* h.ad afTimilated Warreh HaBings to 
Alexander the Great. But if apy refem- 
brance were found, it could not be to Alex¬ 
ander When his nvercres- arid hU vifloVies’ 
kept an equal pace j'-^it could |iot be to the 
ygeneronti or forgiving conqueror the Uke- 
nofs muft be meant to Alexander maddened' 
after a debauch 5 to Alexander in pCtvlant 
wantonnefs letting temples on fife—to Alex¬ 
ander when his follies nod his crimes had ex¬ 
cited horror and contempt fufficient to bbfeure 
the radiance of hi«. fotmer glories.—In the 
firB points 6 i the comparifoii there was not a 
Oiade or rcfetnblance 5 In the latter part of the 
parallel there was all the juflice that could be 
required. 

in an apofitrophe the nibfl beautiful tliat 
cavr be imagined, Mr. Fox made the injured 
Cheyt Sing' the utterer of his own complaint 
to the Houfe.—‘‘ I was, faid he, the Sovc- 

reign of a fertile country, happy and be- 

loved-j I endeavoured to conciliate the 
‘‘ friendlhip of all around me, and us I 
“ thought with a fuccefs which Impretred 
“ ine yvlth. c'/ci'y fenfatidn of felicity.—This 
“ mis the fituatlon of which I boaded 5 but 
“ wdiat 15 now the reverfc ?—I am a wretoli- 

ed exile, dependent oh the bounty of thofet 
‘‘ who were rny enemies, hut v/hofeenmities 
“ arc now buried in their fympathy for my 
:.u ciifla'/fi's. V/hat have 1 done to deftrve 
“ tlvn. p,;nilhinent You forget,’" re¬ 

plied an Fngldhman, ‘‘ that though a Sovcr- 
‘‘ v;;jgn Pi in'Ce at Patna, at Benares ycu were 
“ but a Zemindar 5 in the latter chara^er 
“ you vrcrc guilty of difobedlencf, and arc 
“ therefore fentenced to a judicial exiled'— 
“ rejoins the wanderer, “ i was ig- 

“ norant of my crime. "VVhy had I not an 
“ inffrudlor to teach me the fubtktics of 

having diTputcd precedency in the daily pro- 

i\ y 



I V; 1 


lav/s? Though to your power I v/as 
$ an atom in the view of Omnipotence, 
tuiely my inieations tlioiiid have been 
‘egahded, and my ignorance not coni'J:riic:i 
** as guilt.”'—-Mr. Fox then obierved, that 
'with refpc^5t to the uiaii'acrc which enfucd on 
the injudidohs arrett pf Cheyc Sing, Mr. 
Haffinga ..iiacl bcih foldy cuipahlc.'—he 
wciK to infift on h»f> demand with the Ra¬ 
jah, knowing that he was aiming at In^ 
depcndencv;, then W43 he anfwsnibte for hl« 
iiijuflicc, and for aW its conicqucnC'eS.; Jf, to 
adopt his own defence, he apprehepTled that 
there was any ifuch interttidn, then \yas he 
guilty of the hlgheft a.nd.mofi ciilpibie im¬ 
prudence in being fo rtjgluly attended, hi 
dther way,' a criminaiiry muff attach itieliV 
without the fmaileft poflibilvty of a vincli¬ 
nation, 

'riio principal paints, however, on which 
Mr. Fox dwelt as highly crimihaj, were the 
demand of tlie additional fi ve lacks beyohd the 
iiated tribute, and the enormous penary of'' 
5 oc,oacI. which was demanded, tliauffh not 
received 5 and to thei'e points, he find, the 
evidence I'hould principally bs dirci'ied* He 
Concluded by enforcing very fhongly the mr 
cc'^ty of punilhing the late ODvernor-Ge- 
iiei'al. By impofing a dirprojK>rtiox}aie‘ pu- 
nidmunt, Mf. f^aflings had placed venial 
error on a footing \vii:h ar.vfniutc guilt. Tlieir 
l/Ordfhipi diowid take 'care to avoid the oP- 
polite extreme-, and to afiix a puhilhment to 
jrfic crimes of Mr, Haifings, C'V]ua}j if poffibie', 
to their enormity. They iniillnow bwome, 
ho faid, either the aVengers, or the accom¬ 
plices of his crlrnes. They could not now 
plead ignorance of the fii'Rs which had been 
ib plainly ftated, and whicli fhovihl bo lo wily 
profvecl The affairs of India had long bci-n 
hid in a darkdeft liollllcto enquiry, aa it was 
iVicndly.to guilt j~a.but by the exertions of 
w.v f. MAN, thefe clouds had been diffipated. 


'F'hc ardent virtue, tlie fubiime gents 
that glowing enthuliafm fo e/rcntlal 
operations of both* had, wit!i the appUcafr 
of yea rs, left them nothing of information 
prefent to defiire. hecyc^ of Europe, he iC-' 
nuhclwl their ! .,ord»1i tps, was now fixed, on tii .dr 
proceedbvgs, and ilicy were loekcd to i'ot 
the .ruin, or the rciloration of the Brl- 
tij'h name. Dlfgfiace attached itfilf to lia- 
tions as to iiidividuah). i'hcre was a tU.->« 
when the name bf a Spaniard, was infa¬ 
mous on account of the cruelties p.rac- 
tlRrl in their foreign Co.fonIes, and not avenged 
at'hbine j .fo,-bad we hoe efeapfd opr thar'o 
pi di’jjf'nce; and it fefted \vi;h t.he prefonfc 
dccifion, whether the naroc of Briton, 
ptbud atirl glorious aa It lias been, Ihoulcl he 
dbomed to honour or to fcorn.*—7'U 
aifo another cirtudfiftance to be confifu .^’0, 
Which was, flPH when the Spanifh infciniy 
was reGofded, it was fiiid, thdt tlie Gor. D cind 
j aw F.r.s Inwugfu: ftnm their Icttlements in 
South Anicrica had been the iaftruments of 
.niaMcitbn for the oftehders. Such an impu- 
tatiofi hnight red on their Lordiliips, and 
•finch a ftaih was not tafily erafed. To -uviate 
tho ihfinuation, it was only iiscefTary to recur 
to their fwn feelings and their ovm cpnvic- 
dons. Th© Brkifh honour, he would repeat, 
was in ti.eir hand.>. The Commons hijd 
done tfjeir duty in bringing to their Bar .t'b^ 
pn foil acemed, and theywero now to decide, 
ANi cthv.’r hy his acquittal' or j>unifiiment, the 
infiuriy (fiicuid reft with the Nation or the 
individual, 

• Mr, Fox concluded * at n quarter paft 
five o^'clock, and tlie Court immediately ad¬ 
journed j-* 

B I G T T u Da V, 

Mo K D .‘V V, F i' V.' .A R Y 21|. 

, v.Th^^ this^d;^y not .fo cro'wded a* 

on tii-mof <lays, as little v/as expelled bellda 


» For mdiVjuuaJ paTages, fejjarable from tteir novelty, or their odginal importance, irt 
Idea or dUTioh, Mr. Burke is. the mighty mailer. This ipeech of Mr. Fox wa^, not fo 
diiBrtguinieik it abounded, however, in .difiintdions of its own i:<ind, of >A-hiea the beil 
Was vehenknee ; ihc worfl, unneceffary repetition'of pjcllminary words. Thu S AfiCAsTiq 
REFKRf Ncn to Opiiilons in ^motlier ;dace, m'hs very urtfid!.; y.ouvsycc!. His difitinaions 
betvvcch rhe Advcu;ate s diuy, and hia duty as a Delcggie front, ths: Cominons, was admirably 
exad. He laid, 

‘‘1.le -icvocate may itrge whatever ntay forve his. c'’'ufe,' arKl i s i uiiv c is t u 'ac m e k t* 
I'he Delegators aibv/ances are limited he llAOuld notninf but what he tllinks is 

** admlfnble when jadgim'hc is pvonotmeedP* ' ’’ 

Ihe Ihort rnention ot Mr. Euvke found ready rcrqvF'ai with ad who I-CArd it. If wo 
*• are ho KOTigcr m faameful ighorarice of India j if India no Jo.yger makes us bUifii In ih^ 
“ eyes of |:.urope j let us know amd .fbei our or. tAnAi‘ 2 qX'$ tQ''HtM---vyii(>fie admlrabk'; 
refiiurces bi opinion and aiieftioiV—.whofe untiring toll, fubtime gii^us, and highj 
iifpirihg honour, raifed him up confpicijous among the moR bciTufietii'ir Wort’^^^ 
Maukind.-’; / ' '"f. 

f The Comwonspirefait this day abu\^e jco. "irbe itll Uf th« auditory*vvcrc 

.ftumvtoas, 
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«'£\ton of evidence j nnd clifcufiTions 
rht wltli miic.h enr.atainmenf, re- 
vluit wvis adniijfTjblc, and the con- 
WMS rwclve o’clock before the 
ire reared, .nvi proclamation made 
in tlie afnal forni. 

Mr. Circy then rofc, and in a fpeech of 
mneh atoiilrv rofumed and ctifovced the re¬ 
maining part of the firft charge againll Mr. 
Ha/fing3, commencing where Mr. Fox had 
canciudeef on Fno’ay iaft—He adverted in 
tiie fil'd indande- to the right:^ of which the 
J<aj.vh dood podlHded wheir he became the 
cf tFtc Chiei'Gos'ernor’s indignatierr* 
it martered ilttio, he obferved, whctlier Che/t- 
Sing at that time was merely a Zemindar, or 
the tributary, but indq^endenty Sovereign of 
Hs DidrkK- In the year 1773, vVhen Afoph 
ul DawLh h’ad made the arbitrary demand of 
fen lacks, Mi% Hading* in hi.s letter to Mr. 
Jiridew, tb,e then Xeddent at i^uckhow, hod 
indruCtud hiiri to deefare, that Cheyt Sing 
H0R7. tiian a ni^-io /'a'T;indar'--'fhat lie 
w.i{> t.he Ally of ti>e C'■.a^^|).•Jny, and fnohld 
be )-'Tctech;d in hU rights 1 Fur when the 
foveceiprity dvcv tlie If ajah was transfetred, 
and * hen ho became the va/fid of the Cem- 
pr.ny, veded of coiirfc vrith all thofd dghtsS ^ 
▼i/f'Ch he liad nllo been, indulged with the 
qrahoj.'; of Rt.yaky in privilege of the Mint, 
and < r Eheadniinidratl&ii of criminal judice j. 
tliLii Mr. HadingS feorned to look tp thofe 
ruks which he liad compeUi.d the Vr/Ier to 
oirferve. The rights of the Rajah were 
trampled upon, and his privileges degradeth 
'I Company had wiiTied to conciliate the 
atr .chmeiit of a Sovereign over near two 
vTir, LioTvs of people, and to convert, him 
ioto a powerful barrier between them and 
ih'.iv tnemiesen rliat ipiarter. But what the 
U5.'::ti;mftlcd knky of the Company nut ft 
tiitcia', WaA totally deilroy.frd by trea- 
as imexampfcd ^ and the arts of copci- 
lliitam policy and humanity woiiId 

b^v?: juthhed. Wore cegiedted for the.,purlUt3 
4^f Av/.ibje wKdi deftroyod its own piWf^ofes, 
.ictr .-n the pjofccutionp ».f a Rtlentmcnt as 
abb date as it wa^. unfouiukd. 

iij:> eitcrlion from ths Rajah,- Mr. flaif- 
iivgs now atteinpted, when oslv.r cftcrtH failed, 
iojuftify on the principiw of the 5 kuo.ai 

edaMilhmcDr» it wa*^ ctrrain, that by/fthe 

feudal Jaws, the was co^riptlled to at- 
in the SY.tr* ci' his hord, vtacl to contri- 
buR to certain of hia, n'.ee.lJkies. Rui then 
t' 5 : ieogrh gf iila atccivdanc'e :>iid'the fuanti/*H 
QV Cfc;ntr?buth)ii were alUtriffiy -nd p^- 
■ :.UivXy dcfmd. I hero was not in the feudal, 

ftor In £Ujy ,Other law that could bo quotetl, a- 
o’-;> pfh:;cipie, juftify a tynnnic licence 

. o.aiUcji, p; Ihe vlndi^five ftle^liort of an- 
v>)it;W oRly guilt niighr b-j, ^ivat 


his riches had ratftd the avarice, or !usp§('fi 
excited the envy, of lua Lord, and brol^S 
down on him an arbitrary punifliment, kl> 
This extortion had^again been attempted 
to be jtrhified by the imputation of certain 
crimes faid to have been committed. Of tlit 
hrft was*—a delay of his remittance of tliw 
five lacks required in addition to the Rated 
tribute, Grt this head, Mr. Grey obferved, 
enough had been hud 1>y the Right Hon* 
Gentiemtin (Mr. Fox) who had preceded 
him In the prefent charge j to tiiat, therefore^ 
he fhooid only add, that the Rajah himfelf 
had urged, wlrit was not denied, that tb»t 
' failure, in the remimoir was in fome degree 
owing to the EngJhh Refidenc.-—The nex? 
charge a^piifift the nnferrunate Rajah v/a*-^ 
the cliforders whicli he had fu/ifmd to over¬ 
run his rcrritory. But tl'.e wifeft Police, ft 
will be coniefTed, with the ftrliTefl adminl- 
ft ration cf juft ice, cannot pdiTibly prevent 
the oficnces of indu'duals ; biir furdy tha? 
country could not be looked upon as difori 
derly or unfale, when It was,^a fftiT after ted 
and not denied, that thofe who had acquirCvd' 
fortunes- In tiie mofc turbulent parts of In¬ 
dia, made it a pradice to vetire to Benares, 
there to indulge themfdves In acknowledged 
fvcurity.-—With refpetl: to two other chciltge-s 
imputed to the Rajah,—his withholding phoi 
c»v/ahy, and h:s inclinations to-rebel 
hi ft, if true, W'AS ptmhhtd without enquiry ^ 
and the fecond was fully refuted, by rh* 
fmali number of attendants taken by Mr. 
Haltinga w'hcn he Went to punlfti his ddin- 
qucncy.-—‘[O b thefe topics Miv Grey dilated 
with infinite force of mfoning j, but as tlri* 
ground has been in a great degree pr«-oCcu -- 
pied by tliofe that have preceded tlie Hon* 
Gentleman, wc forbear to follow iiiin. H<# 
v/as aift), at times, exceedingly fenere upon- 
Mr. Ha/lings 5 but though fuch ftreirgth ct 
expreftion is undoubtedly juftlfuiblc in iiu 
Advocate fpeaking from liis ccriVl<5'ior,, our' 
fenfe of proprif.ty forbids us 10 tciluw tl>« 
Hon, Gentleman by a lltcvul report, j 

There was alfo, he ebierved, tmother fpe- 
cies of gjuilt impated to the R:ijivh, which- 
was the fuppjfed ccjuicealmcnt of vaft irca- 
fu 1 C3, 1’ his was i rideed a f; n i e v o c s a i; 7 , *;, 
and gi ievoudy had the Rajinli been made 
;4Afwer in 'I’his Lift was thecauk-, bovve'/cf., 
C'f Mr. HjUl'ings’ jaurney to Benares, which 
I t ad her.u pr cdtic'hve of fuch cxtraordinaT 
eventyi. — He ilten took up Mr, Haftlugv’ 
narrative of his journey^ “ gwer. vvitlr a fq- 
c,qu.d tu an oath,” winch he coni- 
pared yyitJi his' defences, and poiiuod out a 
variety of ftrong c<intradi‘5dons,- In the cue,- 
Hr. Huttings- declared, that, previous to lu«. 
departure, he had rommunlcatcd hss plan of 
opu'arivns to Mr* Ar»dcTibi 3 . Atrd jyh'-j,or 
>'e; ■ 



y Tri the other, he ayerrod that licai^ed 
mt exigency of tlie moiticnt.—r-Aficr 
out , a variety of firnilar intlances, 
lieobferved that the maxln.i was not-<lt;fs ojd 
than true—Quo 3 Deus volt plrbeujc 
IP R i t; s n E M E N T A T,—I'hc fiinity cd' the in- 
telleei: was difordered by the visre of the 
puifuit.—It would have been impolTiblc to 
tbllow Mr. Hal'tings through all hii=; wind¬ 
ings, if he had .not himfeJf afforded a due 
to his tranf-idions. In the midffof hisccMi-' 
traditions, lie frequently threw a Jiglvr on 
the cir.curnlhnces, which nc degree of eh-; ’* 
quiry could produce. 

Mr. Grey then proceeded t.o ffatc the 
:of the Rajah, with, all its circumflantlai 
ignominy.. There was a point, he obferved, 
in human nature, beyond vvhlcli outragd, 
could not be fuffered, nor indignity be borne. 
Yet all thb dhgracjj in the eyes of his people, 
produced in the' Rajah but a repetition of 
renionilrances, and an added degree of 
liumiiiarion. bk* re;ad the very affecting 
letter from Cheyt Sing, which conchides— 
Whatever may bo your pleafure, do It 
with your own hands,—i am your nave-.— 
^kWhat pccafiovi can there be for a guard ?” 
—^Having nientlonccl the inefficacy of thefe 
applications, he then related the circumftances 
of. the refeue of the Rajah, by the tumultu¬ 
ous force which h d croffed the river from 
Ramnagur, and the daughter of the Briti#) 
guard, when their countrymen coitid pniy 
arrive in time to witnefs thdr expiring friends. 
For tliat carnage, lie laid, and for all the 
horrid bufinofs whidi fucceeded, Mr,. Haft- 
p.gs mpff imdoo^btedly be anfwerable. He 
who sowEip the seed, myft neiicflarily 1)0 
looked to as the author of the p/ a r v e s t . 
It was the natural cfTetl: pf oppreiTion to be¬ 
get rehlbance} and if the .fonfequences he 
fatal, the oppreffor is undoubtedly guilty,^— 
In relating the efcape and Aibleqponc cala¬ 
mities of fhe Rajah, he remarked with great 
force, )iow^ facaliy the transfer of the fovc- 
relgnty to the Company had operated again It 
liis jneereffs. He had palled from the ,foye- 
reignty o.f uninformed Barbaiifm to that of 
enlightened Religion j—he liad exchanged 
the arbitrary code, .is it was deemed,- of 
Tjfmur, for the mild fway of Brltiib juffice. 
But what was th^.confec|uence ? Under the 
former he had found trotectiok— ur-Jer 
the latter his portion was misery ! 

The next point of crimmality which Mr. 
Grey alledgcd agalnft Mr. Haftings, w-as the 
^uTault by Major Popliam on theT^rtrefs of 
Bedjeygur, where the wife and mother of 
the Rajah refided, and the incitements whkh 
he had on tliat occafion held forth to the fcl- 
diery to pl.umler 'and rapine. In procjf of 
he quoteti the very \void$ of the 


Governor-Gcnural to Major P?tpL\S^ 

* If the reports brought to me a. e tTUtvkJ 

‘ rejeffing tier offeis for any negofiarlff. , 

* With lier would , foon obtain you pnlfcrdh'.v ■ 

* of the fort <.»n your own terms. ' J appro 

‘ herKl /he will contrive to ddVaud thc cvip- ' 
‘ tors of a confiderablu part’ of the bootv, 

‘ by being fufferexi to retire without exaiYti- 
‘ nation. .1 /houJd beVer/fotry that yvnr' 
officerr. and folclicrs loll; any }ui t of 'liic 
reward to which they arc fowell entitled.*' 
This lei NT had been defended !’>/ M r'. ' 
Haftings, merely on a cavilling diflindKon 
biStween a public order and a contidcnthil 
letter. But that the letter was not confIt 
DE tiiTiAr., was futTiciently proved, as tlie 
next day there was not an oiheer or private 
in the detachment who was unacquainted 
with its contents 5 and even If tliat were not 
the cafe, there w'as no military rnan wlio 
would not look on fuch a letter as'h comphat^ 
juffification of w’hatever he ffiould do in 
obedience to its uuirnatlon. /'ccordlngjy, 
the hint v^as not loft. Thefortreff wasfur- 
rendcred—its unfortunate iidtab'vtants plun¬ 
dered of every thing, in violation of d folemn 
compaiSf : —yet the foldier b -d an excufe to 
plS;ad.—The orders of the Governor-General 
were not more cruel tmd barbarous, than 
they were peremptory and fjxjciiic. Xh'-Y- 
females of dignihed rajTk were, therCfote, 
/trip]>ed of every rdbuice in ilieir w^ant, and 
of every folice to their eye 1 —Thofe who 
liad compared Mr. Hnilingato Alexander tits 
Great, would here find their parallel was greatly 
deficient. Alexander fiad lo comported him- 
fdf to tlie wife and iiiOthor of DaViuS, that 
tfi^y fc.c cely- felt their lafs j—Mr. Hailings, 
on the contrary, had fo demeaned himfelf to 
.t’le wife and mother of Cheyt 'Sing, thaf tlie 
unforttjhate'Rajuh kit their fufferings as the 
.kce4>eff a}r>i, 4 ;^tvutiim of his'pwn. 

It was hot a little remarkable, Mr. Giv'y 
obferved, tliat tlie; oiknliblc purpofe of Mr. 
HafliagA ks jotii ncy to Benares, was to 
.recruit the Company’s Trealury j but no 
fopner djd tlie occafon offer for that purpofe 
in tlic feizurc of the fortreff (if Ikdjeygtir, 
than the plunder of 250,000!, was conl/gncd 
to the troops. It was true, j'rxdecd, that ori 
thV feprelGiibtbh of ^ (Yuhtil, he had 
artempted r > rcAunc R by \vny of ir-an. They 
knew him ta(> this ffratagem failed 

of coiiik. vff|';Had crideavoHrcd to 

draw refouri^eji femi a country a’ueady ex- 
hauffed, when lii* 5ip|x>lnt6d the ’.nlnpr Me-, 
triparain to the emp-y title of Rajah, 
the Aim of 40 li^cl.e iu the annual trlbore-, 
and named Quffaln Sing as the coIlcGor of 
thf tMxes, unikr the controul of Mr. ,M:vrk ~ 
ham. 'fhe country wa^, depppulSIcd, andl 
/jc forC 9 .could rjudiC .i f l.t'w-i'? 

P 



Sing was impriro'-sci at 
year on aceoivrn' oi’ the defi- 
conftned un_|:ii deatii pu^ an 
’^ niifcry, \H;s r<ioc<:’f]br couici do 
nd at the end c f three ye^rs, 
when Mr. HaAings repealed his vilU, clcfo- 
Jared tv5wn5 and ruined villages convinced 
him of the truiti cf their reports. No can- 
trafl, Mr. Grey ohfeivtd, could be more 
ihror;j than that of the cki'criptioii given by 
Cheyt Sing of the territcry of Benares whihl 
under his goYtmmfiot, compared with its 
fituatlon when under the JlaA-Indla Com¬ 
pany. “ My fields,” fays the Rajah, are 
cultivated, my towns and villages full of 
*'■ inhabitants, my country is a garden, and 
‘ my RYOTS (bufbandn^m) are happy. The 
principal merchants of India, from the 
fecurity of my goVijrnment, refert to rny 
capital, and rn;tke it thiir rtlid^r>cc. It 
U tho. Bank of India, and contains the 
“ ticarurcs cf the Mahrap.ar, t he Jaiks, tlie 
Saiks, the native and European nations. 
The traveller and tlyo Arangcr, from one 
end of my country t.o ths other, lay doyv'n 
“ their burdens, and ilcep in leourity,”— 
■When Mr. Mailings, on vhe- contrary, went 
through thofe diilridls, Famine and Mifcry 
jlaik.d hartcl in Irind through uncultivated 
fields .ond deffrted vilJsgcs. i here were found 
pniy the and infirm, v/ho were unabje 
to fiy j robbevs, prepaitd to kill j and ty- 
gc]x», whofe r:rocity marked the defolaflon of 
the fccnc.—.'^.uch w»as live contrail between 
the dominion of the jMSor.RjaT Rajah, and 
of the unairuming and jiidicious Mr. 
HaA.n^s. 

Having dwelt at coiifidetable length on 
this fubji:<A, he fummed up the whole of 
,.this charge with degree of force, v/liich 
could.only bcctjunlkd by the mcdcily< pf hli 
eonclufion. , 

I hope not much longer t-; .hh tWi’jblcv 
Tome, i beg Indulgence but ic;- iew 
mofe. 

‘‘ Tf^ my Lords, in going'y«-cr:irr. .'.ipppmt- 
rJ, ground, ,1 have i-arricd too 

or earned too far,- .: iViy Imaglna-- 
lien has, agsinfe my wifb, fitmed »t times 
over-healed'.avit went, and the verbvm 
A f'.uf.N^- flinyed away from the proper 
aim—let my heart be underdood to be in- 
*• voluntary --let my cxdtemenrj be acknow- 
*' ledged pure. 1 hope I may v,hth full ere- 

“ dit DISAVOW MAI.1CK. I R/.N’r TOR 

'I K UTH. Bi:: i c;,r,not, here, look for it 

without emoci* ‘n ; 

'b Who can, v/Ito Eaould be; unmoved. 
When be becomes the f|>o<5tator of enormi- 


< tic.s !•—*wh^n he is delegated fo a fiicd 
“ krvicc for the detcdlibn of guilt I—-whl 
he thinks he can trace criminaUty. 
its PP a nn:., as certainly a.s he has ifmpa-' 

“ thy for its c o N s e q.v r. n c e s ( 

Think, my Lords, if you cai>, ^yi»:hout 
rational anger, of outrage—cxa6fioi>--idc- 
vacation—and death,!—the plunder of 
provinces!—the didrefs of nationj I—all 
*’* nature blafitd by the withering malignity 
“ of man >--.-the hclpkfs and the unofifend-; 

“ ing—what is ufeful, and what Is lioncjur- 
able—the peafant, and the pnnce-«-alJ pro- 
“ maturely fvvept fegei her to'the grave ! 

His deeds—whoeven* fins up to deeds 
like thefe—his deeds be on his head '—He, 
u by wiiom the s.-.1.1)8 or ruin arc fcatter- 
“ ed —hinS is the h a r v r s t n r i n t t^u i t ¥*—7 
the Pf.KAt REspoKsiBtrtTY, at each, 

“ ^-’XaO tribunal, here af.d hereafter! 

'rhus, my Lords, you cannot help for- 
giving the llron^r emotions, which youj? 
owm honour and hpmanity mull iLel. 

“ But there is more, to be.forgiven—I have 
much ppfitlve imperfe^Lon—I have more 
‘‘ comparatlvedcficience to deplore,—I have.,, 
alas ! taken a tafi: tliat is above my 
‘‘ i\ren^th--^ 3 .nd have been forced to follofv, 

*'• IvIULTA Or-MENS LONCO ,INT ER VAL to, 

after abilities fuch as no Rrength, I know, 

C A N K F. T. PUR W X Y H 1 

*'* How(. .(t, thank God, I have tried to 
DO Hv DUTY J and the be A of men can 
' do no more! If I fall, perhaps, on 
cAIimate of taiek rs—1 hope to rife, 

^ Avitiiout prefix on the claims of 

T A Jft I-NTENTlwN ! 

** And, after all, it ist not cKNtirs;—it is 
not OR A TORY—it 15 not the charm of un- 
“ cxpcifled throws of language, nor the rapt 
*“ gaze ncwfiiblimity in ideas—No, rny 
Lords, iL is N A r u r r ! —it is troth! -r* 
“ it is from dudes wdldonc—from privileges 
wejt afAirfcd.—.Yvom the fieady maintenance 
of every lidng right, and from the Arong,, 
“ impeachment of all who are wrong, that 
w'c can fatisfy the claims of exigence and 
rcfponfibility !—decorate ourftlvcs with 
“ the only ennoMing <j[uality, worth—and 
tranfmlt the remembrance of ooKr;..TVES, 
and the very name of ouu coun'-try, 
with common honour to our children 
As foon iris Mr. Grey had; cpncludcd, the 
Committee of Managers began to adducetheir 
chain of evidence on this importatat charge# 
•Mr. AnAruther opened the evidence, and 
called 

Mr. Aforton, Secretary to the EaA-India 
Company, to prove the terms of the Cliartcr 


t Mr. itrey was nearly two hours in delivering his fpeech p his manner wa.s fuited to the 
®e-crifidS!i he was® fervid, graceful, and imprcfiive. He was well coHeifled, without arro- 
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I,to the Company !r> 1696. In this 
/all rjgltcs bejonging to the Royalty 

V <v / 

Hudfon Was next called to prove the 
appointment of Mr. Ilaftings to be Govea nor- 
General. 

Mj‘. Ben (bn was aftcrwa’-cls called to prove 
the Adi of Parllainent of 1774, and likc- 
wife the Anfwer of Mr, HqRings to the Ar¬ 
ticles of Ifnpeachment in the Con:impns-— 
The anfwer to the charge relpedllng Benares 
occupied Upwards of an hour j and after the , 
reading was finiflied, 

Mr* Law, on the part of *-hc prhbnen, 
made two objedlions to the evidence Th^, 
firft was, to copies of djfpuichcs be'ng read, 
unicfs the criminals were prcjvcd n^diave cr r/ji 
received j .and the other, to th; Journah >if 
the Honfe oT Commons being read in evi-, 
dence—both wiiich were over-ruled by the 
Lard Chancellor. 

Mr, AnAruther Informed their Lord/hips, 
that lie (houkl not trouble tlvcm any longer 
this day, but he intended to bring further 
evidence next day. 



M I N T H Da V, 


parted between Mr'. Law and Mr. To% 
former having read, contrary to the 
of the lattei', not an Extraii.1 from an ini' 
menf, but the Indrumcnt ^at large, M ^ - 
Fox “ imputed thlsr-whereforc, was not vih 
t< ble—to delay j and urged in future inilance;. 

of hinilar exa-flnefs, that the Counfd rtiouL , 
“ a,Hedge the fpechie- objf'<a of each evidtmd 
thus additlc-iially adduced ^—an aUegation 
which will pi.eveiit tfifiing, by the fhame oC ■ 
voluntary faifehood !” 
lo this fhort fpeech, Mr, Law alTerted iik 
fo'v woi-ds, vvi'iar lew feemetiwilling to deny, 
the exhiencs of his I'ight, and the propriccy 
of his exerting it- 

After tome ccnvcrlatlon between thofe 
O'ehtkraen and tlte Lord Chancellor, it was ‘ 
agreed tliat no paper thould be read at length, 
unle.G a fuh' cient rCafon was affigned. 

At half pad four o’clock, the nppgintnicjikt: 
of cfjc Benart^ Rehdcnt being the oojedV, An 
altercation ai'ofe about a letter written by 
Mr. Haflingfe, v’hich the Managers were for 
reading, and th?; Defendant .agaiolL 

The date of this letter was 1779—Mr. 
Mai kham's appointment to the Rcfidcncy waj-i 
The CkuTrcellor feeined to doubt the 
relevancy of the letter. MolT. Fox, Anrdru- 
t)icr, and Adam, fupported it. Mr. I'aylor 
^hb was going to fpeak—^when, on a moc.von 
from Lord Camden, the Lord,, adjourned—. 

contrary to thd expecl.nion of many :■ 
jpaopk wlia waited their retujn, the Court, 

coru:;tided there 

On their Lordfhips' return to the Koufe t», 
decide upon Mr. Law’s objedion, tlie Lord. 
Chancellor, Earl Stanhope, the Duke of Nor- : 
folki and )..<nd Hawkj’bury, Lverally deli¬ 
vered their R'ntiments, wh'4fi it was'^tagrecd 
without a divihop, “ That the evkhmee of- 
ferctl - by the Committee was admifTibicj. 
“ vVidence, and ought to be received.” 
i Ordered a mclTage to the Commons, that 
the Lord^ syill proceed furth?:^r upoij the trial 
of V/arren Hafiings, Efq. cn Thurfday nexu 

gancej free in his expreflion, without any rattle of volubiKty 5 firm in his fentiments, vvitKy 
fcarcely any difgufting obduracy to the DefeneJant. , ' 

Mr, Grey fpoke like a man In earneR, He chd not philofophlze, digitate, and edify, fo,^ 
powerfully as jMr. Burke; but he rtiewed feme reading, and feme abRrafI rcfiedlioti He 
not only declaimed, biit his fjx'ech had, what is Id's attainable by fo young 4 man, much, 
good arrangement and lucid order. 

When a letter to Cheyt Sing was reading by the Clerk, Lord Stormont, with much,^ 
fagacity, enquired, if there was an>^.,title in the Addrefs, or any Addrefs at tlie conclufion:, 
“of the page?” The anfwer Rated—-“ there was none.” 

'i’he Archbifiiop of York, on the word “Independence” occurring in one of the docu- 
tnents relative to the Zemindar, a(Jted the Import of the word, and “ whether it referred to; 
“ the India Company, or to Local Sovereignty ?” The Chancellor bore tellimony to the 
propriety and importance of the queflion j but fiid, the confidcration at prefent w.as infoirruol. 

d' But very few of the Commons, not above ao or 30, were prefent througb^ the day.— 
Tli&re was at fir/t rather a full auditory^ but they foon quitted tlic Hail.^ 

V ’ ' 


Tuesday, Y^btxvai\y 
Mr, AuRruther went op with the evidence 
on the Benares Charge. There was , nci^ per- 
fonai witnefs called to give oral tcRiinony. 
Office documents were adduced on the tub- 
jcift of Mr. Hartings’s ConiiS.fdTicn, and thp, 
fimilar authorities of his predecelTovs, Mr, 
Vcrelil and Lord Clivc.-i-Mr. Cartier had, it 
(cems, no CoinrnitTion in his apippintment at 
Bengal. 

here were alfo read.:r-the ConRItution dV 
.1 Zemindar—the CenRitution of Clieyt 
Sing-^—-and various Hx.tratRs from Secret 
Lcttei-s tc thcBaR-India Direflors-^Minutes 
of Council at Cakutta—•Communicatiens, 
ConvTialations, A:c, tAc. 

Jn the courfe of thefe, foine few words 
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6 urt mfit at twelve o^clopk, when 
! Chaacell'.>r inforiTaed the Managers 
<vf the rcrolurion of the T-Tonfe rcfpc<?.\'ing the 
letter to be admitted in evidence. 

'Fhe Clerks alf> paff.tl through a various 
mafs of other writteu evidence—from the 
Confuitations of the Cakuiti Council—‘their 
ixtters to and from the Cranpany, public 
and fccret—fonie of win'ch, had the meaning 
to have kept it kerct could not 

have bceh better rev di. 

Two of the Clerks from the India Hohfe 
were at the Ear with their OlBco Books—and 
hoth, but particuiafJy tlie AcGouiitant, gavo 
‘ a ihorc tof'tiniony, in a mode that Was very 
Ibnrihlc and vydi colkvjiccl, 

'Ehe evidence adduced, cliiefly went to tltd 
Bemarc’fc Refidency, and the circumilnncca in 
the a.p|.>oi)itment; of Mr. Fowke and Mf, 
Markham—the 5;tlpcnd3—the Cavalry—i^rl 
the Subfidy In iitu. 

'Bhc eloquent and convincing Acemmt of 
the Expedition to Benares, ilatcci to bo writ¬ 
ten by Mr. Hallbingj, was the-lafl paper be¬ 
fore the Court. Much of it was read, (ill 
the Clerk could lee to read no longer j—at 
near half after five o’clock, therefore, tho 
Court adjourned 

Behdes wfiat has been nirntioned, ths»'e 
.was little faid or done. Lord gtanbiope fpoke 
a few words, and Lon'l Stormont, both vor/ 
ftiucli in point. 

tr, KVr. KTH pAV, 

Friday, Fekruary 2.9, 

The bufinvfi on this day ccninjenccil/ra¬ 
ther ff .oner than uftiTil. At eleven o'*clock the 
; Tc<?r&^cre Icateth and tljc Ccun had pAlfed 
IhrraigU the gcnetvii forms. ' 

The vcediii?:' cf the necefflTry documents 
was tlitn rdamed ; rhe leuc's of Mr. Haft 
ings, laid th: Rajah Cheyt Siag—thij Mi- 
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notes of the Secret Council—the cone , 
dence of the Court of Diredters, and varii ^ 
of other papers weru read which ma<le<?marrer 
of evidchCG cn the prefent charge. On pro¬ 
ducing, Mr. Hayings' ■Nr.u fatlve of tiie Expe¬ 
dition to Ecnares, Mr, .Adam fubmitted a 
proportion to the Court—that as they had 
determtned that the bufmefs of each d.'jy 
fhould be printed for the ufe cf their Lord- 
Ihips, it would tend muclt to expedition, 
without fubtra^fing from the jufllce of their 
proceedings, if the neceiriry extracts fron? 
the Narfatiye were only marked for the pur- 
pofe of being prinred, Wirliout being read at 
iength in thepreferit inffance. 

'i'o this pro}X)fal no objedlion v/as made 
until Mr. Adam had nearly gone through the 
wljole ftaten lent of the e.xtra€l:$ which were 
intended to be printed. 

Earl Stanhope then rofe fuddei'^ly and faid, 
that in making the motiovi in their Loid/hips 
Chamber of Parliament, for the printing of 
the papers of ^ch day, it vais not his inten¬ 
tion that any fhould* be printed but fuch as 
had been piwloudy read. In his opinion, 
the ends of lubft'.ntial julHce would not be 
arri wered by paiTiog o-ver ilie papers 
manner now propofed. 

This obje^ltlon brought on a variety of ob- 
ftrvations from the J.prd Clianccilor, Eads 
C.mrden, Fii2\yUliam,andfevt‘ralot{ier Peers j 
but Lord MtanhOpe adljcring to Iiis priglri.a 3 
opinion, it was agreed, that to avoid the In- 
CohYenience of a temporary adjournment, the 
extratTrs llnould be read at length accordmglQ 
hi.^ defit e'j-♦ 

’When thefe were concluded, a variety of 
accounts were produced, tending to Ihcw the 
Ante of the eifabliAiment in Benares, aftrr rho 
expuJfon of Cheyr Siiig, and of the extrava¬ 
gance of the atrnual tribute demandeti by Mr, 
Ka/iings of £’-oftTY->iiKE jacks, v/hen th« 
country, in iff mo/1: profpereus ilate, had 
never produced more thetn fokty-^ouk, an j 



The ri?IJ thjfi oay haal not rnUiph refort—there being but very few Members of the Houfe 
pfLowvT'ons pr-vfe»;t-.r-ncver more than twenty, and latterly but three—and of Tceredcs, irotn 
/:wm, ult int 7 dix-pped to three alfo, 

. f i he Paptrs Tt..d were iliffercnt Minutes of Proceedings ^vith Cheyt Sing-T-of tho country 
(.a.d wnfle- the ncngal cnipatohea—and then the appointment of Mr. William Triarkham to 
^bc.KoAdericyo''fcru/c-i. 

On t via fuo,e ., t rv recK^-n? of Mr. Hafdn for t!)is appointment were read, ff the 
p-ounds,oftns ar:poirt,ment werecmdit ;bl.:to kfr. MarStham, the mafms given by Mr. Badr 
,:ngs were fl;lifncrc lo, to hh owm imderftandmg, and were enforced with all the'flreaglh of 
/ni wrlTmg. , 

ht".- I'owkc Wri'i i -'/poved ' nut the honourabk mani)'?'? in which that removal was exnrclTcd 
, rramngs, w-Ai tnOro dattsjring than riie ofhec His /alary too was continued for 

firv m.'uuhs—amounting to 3000 rupees. 

■n-j crjiclfifion pt t'le wrilten evidence confifted of tiie detail of the prize money —It-rMr 
ir<»H tv-itr.i-l C:h;.n;.>ion—apt! j) pidlurt, helpre giycn from Mr, Haltings, of tii? cjevailation 
the cvunv.'y pi Lc.uhros, I’/T', 



under the of (cvbre exac- 

rlttsn fcvidor)i;c being concluded, the 
} procet'di-d to enforce it in particiiiiir 
|>^ by tefoiniony. 

Mr. Adam ccnncdlcd and cxpUbicd the, 
above evidence* _ 

.At hail paft tiirt'Cy t}ie drft evidence called 
wa-s 

J, STABLES, Efq* 

Examined by Mr. 

This g^^otieman \va:> fecond in Cotmclt*—< 
Bcuig fovorH) 1 k" ilated that bo went to Indb 
in T 7 aiicl that in 1764 he was an officer, , 
in the army font to Bor ares; that he hacl fre- 
opportunities of fox’lng Buisvj^'nt Sing ; 
f fiaf ho looked open him as a very confider- 
able per fisn, and that in the end of the year 
17^^, or beginning of 1764, a negcciatioil 
was tot on foot to detach' him from tiie Tt> 
iier, to whom he was tributary, and to en¬ 
gage him in’ the EngUt'h interclt. Tbit the 
country of Benares was foil of people, and In 
higii enh-ivation j that Bulv/aiu Siitg was 
tTeated by his {uhje< 51 'S'With marks of affec¬ 
tion vcry .ditfcrent from tho attention Ihcwn 
10 a mere Anmecl or QoUeflor ; that Be¬ 
nares was‘ the refidence of a wealthy commii- 
niFy of tl»v religious order j and that tb,e army 
in which he fcj ved were not permitted to en¬ 
ter tl^c place. 

He w';vs Grofs-e.xamlned hy Mr. Plummer. 

The next wirnefs caiied by the Mai/agers 
was 

FOX CALCRAFT, Efq. 

E X amintd hy Mr. G n & y . 

Mr. Cidcraft fluted that he was Aid du. 
Camp to fvi.ajor Popham, in the: detachment 
cleat took the Fort of Eedjc'ygur that the 
treafures- ibimd In th« Fort were divided ivs 
plunder among rhe arm.y, vvhich he unckr- 
ftowi to be done under the authority of a let¬ 
ter iVom Mr. Haftings ^ that the plunder w as 
divided the day after the iei2ure, and amount¬ 
ed to 2 5 lacks of rupees ; that each, fepoy had 
■|oo rupees; tlmt he vn,: dilpatehed widT the 
intcUigemse to Mr, Haftings, then at Chunai', 
40 or 50 miles dllh-mr, who expreffed vche- 
ment ddfoitisfoelioa at tlie divifion of ili^ 
plunder among the ibldicry at,A time when 
the Con^pai^y wanted the inc.ncy j th,at he 
i'eprefoiittd to Mr. Haftings the U ttrr he had 
w'rittf.n to Major Popham, as giving an au¬ 
thority to th:-. div;uonv-~‘This Mr. ’.Ptfoingi 
denied, f/id the k'tter yyas private, anvi gave 
Hiithovity ; chat in all the procedfliivgs of 
tite war overy ofhcei. Ir^d fubmlttcd to. his 
advice, and cliat it was wrong to j rccetcl. to 
divJllpn, which ite called a Icr.irnf le on 
account i>f its prC‘''<j/iV..ncy, without his coit- 
turrcnce, he being fo near. That in aniwcr 
tik ihis, he fo^d to' Mr. ILfotings, tliat ilte 

' r. - 



letter could hot be a i^rlvate om, as i 
tained public matter; and that tha cau 
the precip.i?aD<l:y was, (that in the Cidb ciia 
Rohilias the?;: troops had newer rceenfod ; 

bwty. .Mr* HaPo'ngS aiked if it would bftr 
p’otfibk tb make the officersTofund, and that 
if they 'would do ih he would ufe Idci in- 
fluencd wdth the Board to procure for thcmr 
the money afterward^.- This ne, tcid him he 
thougt.t fonpoirtbic, xi it was vdi'cady too 
generally/ diffufed. He fai.d he brovi^ht 
fw'ord as a prefont from/the cfnccrs to Mr. 
Baflfiogs, and feme e.ruamehtai plate to Mrs;^ • 

. hut he krfew not whether, they id- 

; thn-itely remained with a$ he dclivcied 

diem to Mr, Marklvam ;; he believed diey 
never did receive them, but he never heard 
vvha; became of them. 

' The above gentleman, extraordinary as it 
may icem, was brought by tlie Prollcutors. v ^ 
His ideas and account of thie gcnchil antipa¬ 
thy ,U> RU F ui^ occa'Ooned nidch en- , 

tert.i in merit* Tlic^t^'hanccilor could not help’ 
fmiling* / ■ •/ 

Mr. Caicraft'wiis crofe-oxamtoed by Mr,. 
.Dallas* 

The third witne.ls catted ■^vas 
Mr. B.BNN.. ' ^ 

• Examincvl by Air. AT.^sTliu'ririi ft. 

.He d.’ipofed, that Durbijah Sing was con¬ 
fined in a houfe bdongiug £0 the Rajah of : 
Benares ; that he had-a garden of fix acres to 
.walk In; that all tJie gtraids were on the out- 
fide, and walked around it. Tha'c itisr, : v 
—but which he did not furt.hct explain 
w'as fh'c cattib of his death ; tliat h was not 
occafioned by any orucky. That he cc-nld ■ 
m>p;fer;r'Ilect that the .New iVtiniiler, j agger 
0CO' ^c\\ or any pr.rron for bii/i, had ever 
cuniplaincd to tlw Brltidi officers that the 
rtyei-nac v/4;* inrafficimt to the demands; antf , 
thaf' ill 'parUcu-hLr, he could not procure the 
fix dciVuicd for the maintenance of tho’ ’ „ 
/^Tajah. the. arrears of hfo coilci'fion oF 

tik; Ycvcnues were fubmitted to arbUra'-'r n. 
That that ai'birmtor was Ala Flraim 
againlt wboiti n'o word of hlam.2 had ever ;. 
been' uttered % any one, Tliat one Jaclc, 
50,cpc) rupees, were awaickd to bcducfn.m 
Dtirbijah Sing', ''rhiit in the yeai';-; bkj,. • 
S5, arul S6, tiie Country of Benares was in 
hirli culti varibhk apd 

.As rfsivrldman^ in his- 

evidence/ vT.Tli ,did nor foem to, fe-Isfy tiie ' 
xva.s prop-d' d, tending . 
/'• k convey, that lie j^avc.Hnpther actouni bcfoi'v ■ 
■/..be FlxiUfe of Con/i>K»h:a: 

* Mr. i .avv took an oh/cTion to i^is 
ticn, as beiiv;' comrai-y to the 

Court?; for profccVltcrs to arraign the credin.i- j 
lity of the witncffes .'they had-, '• 

cab'-d ; nor v/a* it propc\>thai they fh 6 bid y<> 


MiNisr^ 



venquliy ^ter the trofs-fexamination 
Lded. 

laid the kirned gentleman was 
4s to the pra^^hce of that High Court, 
of Lord kovat, whtjre a witnefs 
i apparently uiiwliling to anfwer a c|uef- 
f'on t'‘ the extent w^hich the Managers knew 
lie co>.dd an/vvcT it, they cklHied the right, 
i-.nd they were permitted to refreili his me- 
vAory by alkin.'c him he faid befoi’e. 

, Mr. Adam confended th'it the praiTtke of 
the Courts below was invariably to allow of 
leadirig quelHchs in the cafe of unwilling 
\vicRdrcsv which it v'as the misfortune of 
this profecutfon to h.-vc r lor, tihe witnedes 
wliorn th.ey liacl to. adduce in th^ cour ie of tiie 
trhd ftood in fucli a relation to the; prifonerj, 
a.' v«a>iij[d make it extremely di/hcult' for the 
Covipfel to come at the truth, if the M.'^na- 
y.Tr;‘. Were deprived of the means of extra-ft I'rg 
it, which was liwariably jjurfued iri the 
ilourfs. 

rile quefiion being puf*"by the Court, and 
anlv'i'ired in the r^ffumative, Mr. Ariftruther 
reijd from tlie minutes a quclhon and anfwer, 
purporting thht heavy complaints vverc m«do, 
b-.-’ rhc Miniifer, that the revjsuues were not 
fu-dVciently ahiindant—aitd hc*c!clircd to know 
•Whether this quellloh was net put, and this 
aiilwcr given, 

Mr. L^'w renewed his objeChou, and a 
pretty long dthato took ph'KXq whleh cccu- 
pied t’ue remainder of the dhy, sihd pre-* 
•yented the Court from conciu/iihg on thU 
tiuirge. 

Mr. Law fiidj it contrary to ail pre-^ 
c;deiit in every Court of jiulicarur* for pro-^ 
iecutor? ilrlil: to exxmnnc; their witnefTcs^; to 
infer tbctn to he, crofs-exanxl/ied, and .then 
Jmding tha .v'dtnee not oxafHy wiiiat th-v'y 
c.^pedted, Ml-wliai chey v/iihed it to be.— 
lihxke an attfc'Vipt to blalt the charadlctjfvof 
yt.idr owT4.witnv‘iJ*.s, atid to take front fbcin 
ah crH.i.oiry, qhis was a thing unheard 
oi in (Tuiic.Aure, and he truited that thor 
Lorcjlihips would not albw of a praa:ice to 
new and prcpotcQpvfs. Jfle iLited the nriatter 
in ^■al■ior-,s w.ay ;, and ar^^uod that it vv'as fun- 
cdarmtaily Irnvrrvper. 

Mr. i himuicr ruib to iinfver Mp. Adam 
' vhich he did In vrty ib-oug and prwerlui 
He ravu^ilcd t’.is Cciavt to •i<'{v(;rt 
to the no^ tit/of this nttempt—an atUrapt, 
h;; boHeval, before unt^uU In any Court of 
j'.j^lcatufo vvhatcvv^r. A |vai.y call their 
oo jiAvitaefs—-they exa,m'!i)e him in tholrown 
v/.iy—lie hi then cof^-e: aminedby the other 
^ anil wh.eu the Pn fe.utors find chat.he 
does not turn out die evidence they wl/lt — 
t'-cy ondoavovir to deftrdy tJte fedimony they 
have t;hemiej,vei brought}: iid impeach his ci*e- 
.oi'v.i'itv. Tlie pc^ dent was indeed .new! 

' fcui whitlier would it lead ? Lvery gentleman 
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brought upon this, or after this, bpoj 
ocher caufe, would hnd his chanute 
away, his veracity called in queftion, and 
oath disputed, becaufe he did not aiitwer 
expeiffation of thoib who brought Kun. He 
believed more honourable witneffes, or names 
more refpo^^able, were not likely to be 
on any future trial; and he trufled their 
Lorelfhips would not be told by the Managers, 
hQWC;j/crlugh th^iy might hold themfeivos, tka 
youj/m/l M A K K A II irI. E f<>r u$, Ours is a 
jH-chiiar cafe—wi; are to fores put truth} and 
By violence mud we come at in {Jue, my 
Lords, concluded Mr. } ,lummer—'if to do 

JittU rjgity p)( arc tn di') d f^reat tpronz —• 

confidei'what a precedsm you eftablid-i ^ what 
lugh roacis you lay opa td eiTor. If you de¬ 
termine this fUtwripf in the Managers to be 
, law, you argue acpunfl’all other cafes that 
Nveknowof; and if,yo',uviaks a Rule^ ?Li 
they would K ive you—future Courts In thei? 
turn, vvill ie I m or adopt it at their plcafure^’’ 
?vir. Fox faid, the two learned Gentleimil 
had fpoken very ingen/oudy; but it unforcu- 
Oatcly happened, they had totally and 
compleatly iTufrvprefented, or inirufKierftood 
the cafe. They Irad made the whole of thdf 
argument on the afiumed fa£f, that the Ma- 
.nagers were dedroos to hlaft the charaders' of 
the Witnefs. No fueh thing y/as intended 
nor tried. He revolted at the idea of im¬ 
peaching^, tix: ch.ava^lers of the witncFes he 
brought to the bar. The Managers felt that 
they were relpoahhle for their condudt, and 
they difdained to b ing Wltneifes to the bai of 
tliat high tribunal, whom they previouny know 
to he improper, and wnftLfohs crodite^L It 
fo happened, that^foiicitpus only of producing 
truth, tltOy had endeavoaved to do that which 
every Court mvariably pradifed in tl^e cafe of 
an advet fe witnefs. T'hey had codeavtajred 
to feuelh hifl memory by a ler.ding qucAicn. 
Now, though c,n tills, as well as oil all quef- 
£ion;>, he inuH enter his proteil agalnft tlie 
idea, that that High Court \Va.^ to be guided 
hy the phi;£fice of the Couits below j con¬ 
tending as he fli.d, that their LordHiip's werft 
to be guided by thofe rule? only of wlvich he 
acknowledged the propriety y yet ftilj he was 
ready to put his ignoranec againh the legal: 
knowledge of .the k-arntd Counill, an't to 
agree with them, that it was the cc'nflan: 
prax3rico ef the to fuMcr |:;.?(ling t|ucf~ 

Lons to be put to unwilling wltnelTes, and 
tiiat this was not oonhccred as an irnpeadx- 
mxnt of their cmdibility. Even In cafes of 
hie and death, it was common to fay to. a 
witnds, fT’his w «3 not v/iiat you faid befo ^ 
the Magihrate, &c. • and that fuch retVeih- 
rn'mt cT recoUoflion Was ptoper, and conrr:- 
buted. fi, ilic pirociut.t}cn 01 truth. . ‘7 ins wt.$ 
ail that they donitd in this inftanco. Th« 
witutds ixiight have improved lus kiiowjedge 



pdng HJs mcfuory on the point /ince 
before the Con>mIttee, and 
he no attack on hh char,i<fter, if on 
-tnore prt vife recolleft.ion his evidence might 
bedidireot now from what it was then, 

Mr, MiC;.viel Angelo .Taylor and Mr, 
Burke concluded the debate with a few 
woi-ds j and it being paft fix o’clock^ and quite 
dark, the Lords adjourned to their own Cham- 
ber» where they refolved to put a queflion on 
the point hi difpute to the Judges j and ad¬ 
journed the Court* to Thutfday th« loth 
©f Aprii. 


Twelfth Pay. 

Thubsuay, April io. 

About half after tw'elve o’clock the 
Court met, and being opened with the 
ufual tblcmniciesj and the prifoner brought 
lo the bat, 

The .Loid Chancellor informed the Hon. 
the Managdll»s for the Honfe of Commons, 
that he was direffed by their Lordfhips to 
inform them, that when a wltnfcfs, pro¬ 
duced and examined, difclaimed all know¬ 
ledge of any matter fo interrogated, it is not 
•oinpetent for the Managers to purfue fuch 
■ cxii?nination by propofmg a qiiefllon, con¬ 
taining the particulars of an anfwer fup- 
pofed to have been made by fuch witnefs in 
any other place, and demanding of him whe¬ 
ther the particulars fo, fuggefted were not the 
aiilWer he had made." Therefore he in¬ 
formed the Managers, that the lafl queiVion 
put to Mr. Bonn was iricaimpatent, 

Mr. Fox requeiled that they might be 
permitted to withdraw', and accordingly the 
Managers withdrew for forae time. 

On their return Mr, Fox addreflTed the 
Court in a fliorC fpeech, of which the fol¬ 
lowing is the purport: 

The 'Hon. Gentleman faid,-It was with 
great concern that he had to inform their 
Lordfliips, that the Managers could not ac- 
quiefee in thericfolution which the noble and 
learned Lord had communicated to them, 
without cxprefltng their dired and pofnive 
difTcnt from the principle upon which it was 
made. Bound as they were to profecute the 
charges exhibited againfl Warren Haftings 
with vigour, they fliould in confequence of 
tills refoUition have felt it their duty to re¬ 
turn to the Houfe of Commons, and refer 
the decifion to them 5, but that folicitous as 
they were of profecuting the charges with dif- 
patch as well as vigourj they had refolved 
for the tune to acquitfee,' but to acq'diefee 
under a folemn proteB, which he now made. 

In acquiefeing, bowever, they bagged leave 
to fay, that they fJiouid maintnin their claim 

♦ The Commons this day rofe from twenty to fixity, 
highelL • 


to fubmit the ihm<s fort of queftion. 
the further profecution of the char^_ 
fliould be found necelfary to the confideration 
of their Lorddiips, and they fhould ajfo 
fubmit It to their deliberation i,l another 
way. They felt it to be of the moil ferloua 
' Importance, not fo much on account of th« 
particular queflion on which the fcfohnloa 
, had been made, as It might apply e<fuaily to 
other quellions of more interefi, and they 
did not know but that fuch. .fciln-dot might 
, fefiouiTy atfsff the courfe of ptiblic juftice. 
It was ro bepKferve'd, that trial by impeach¬ 
ment nuiR neceil'iirily in its nature be dire<!l- 
ed criy againfl-men of confiderable rank and 
influence i and it was therefore to be ex- 
pc^fted that the witnefles to be examined 
would be involuntary witneiF^s—men who 
■had eirher been accomplices in th« crimes, or 
who owed gratitude to the priloner, and 
that it would require all the powers of tli« 
Court to extra ft the truth, which it was th« 
common wifh and duty both of the profect?- 
tors and the Court to obtain. Men of greai: 
conflderation, when under trial, would* na.. 
turally poflefs proportionate influence—th« 
influence both of intimidation and of hope—* 
and, what was ftill more likely to be the 
cafe, the influence of gratitude. This was 
particularly applicable to the prefent trial. 
The prifoner, by the nature of , his fituation, 
Ivad necefflirlly attached to his interefls many 
whom he had protefted by his power, and 
r^iifed to opulence by his favour. , Mar;y 
perfons were involved in the crimes with 
which he flood charged by the Houfe of 
Conrimons, and who, by their fituations, 
were the befl able to give information j and 
therefore, in the exainhiation of all fuch 
perfons, it became effcntlal to the ends of 
public juflice, that queflions of the nature 
of that upon which the refoiution had been 
made flfduldi be countenanced.—^They ' ac- 
^uiefeed the more readily for the time in the 
decifion, frbm the confidence which they had 
in their Lordfliips love of and zeal for juf- 
tice, that when they came to rtfleft that 
fuch qneflions were indifpenflblc, they vvouhl 
be countenanced by that High Court. 'I'hcy 
were more ready ailb to acquiefee, bccaufe, 
though by their refoiution it might be denied 
to the Managers for the Comnions to. put 
fuch queflions, a right, liowever, w|-ucl> they 
would never give up, they were fenflble that 
it could not poflibly be denied to the pri- . 
Toner, or to the Counfd for the prifoner, to ; 
put fuch queftions if they fliould think them 
neceflary } and becaufe tliey knew alfo, that 
it nnifl be in the power of the CDurt, whole 
duty and whole anxious vvifli they knew i.t 

The thfermometer flood there at the 
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learch for die truth of every part 
' of matter brought before thenv 
(Tges, to afk fueh queftlons as oc * 

I them to be ntTeiTary of thii kind. 
J^orThefe reafons, and alfo from an earheft 
defire of proceeding with all poflfible dif- 
patch and vigour, they had refoived to fub- 
mit for the moment, that the qvieftion of 
right jbould bo waved j at the fame time 
they could not help cxprelTing their furprize, 
that their Lordihips, who. in the outfet had 
declared thai in this I^igh Court they were 
to be directed and governed /by the 
and practice of the Courts below, fhould in 
this particular inftance think It necelfary or 
expedient to depart from the known, con* 
flam, and uniform practice of every inieridr 
Court of Law in the kingdom. 

On this Mr. Benn was eallcd Again to the 
Bar, on his further examination. 

Mr. BENN. 

Examined by Mr, F»x# 

Mr. Benn ftated, that he had not feen his 
depofition fince he gave it in the lioufe of 
Commons j that he wilhed to be indulged 
with a fight of it, to refre/h his memory.-— 
Thi^' was permitted to him.—He then went 
into comments and explanations of it. He 
faid, his communications with the Rajah 
Were not official: that, of courfe, the Rajah 
never complained to him of ill-trdatment. 
That he was only affiftant to the Refidcnt of 
Benares, appointed in January .1781. That 
the confinement of Durbejah Sing was in 
two ways ;—fir/>, the guard vi^as placed at 
the outfide of the garden j fecondly, on the 
7 -fide, and fome inthehoufe^ but that he 
''cd no other hardfliip, than i.n being for 
tv^'U days deprived of kh boucca^ viz. fmvtik-- 
•wjf. Did not know whether his confine¬ 
ment- came from Government at large, or 
the Governor-General. Tliat his ’ papers 
were feized—his jaghire fequete-ed. That 
It was generally underftood thv?o was a de- 
Jficlen ^ m his accounts j and that Culbully 
Ben, k. farmer, had paid him monies, for 
Vi'hich he had not accounted. 

Mr. Burke here took up the examination. 
That the country of Benares paid as much 
as it could well afford fo Government ; that 
it would not “ take care of itfelf/’ as Mr, 
Burke dananded, but required ibtne atten 
tion. That the article of Saltpetre, in that 
country, was of the nature of a Royalty in 
this, and was generally in the hands of fome 
great Zemindar. That the Opium pro¬ 
duced about 470 chelts in a year. 

Mr, Burke attempted to deduce from his 
examination, that the refourccs of the coun¬ 
try were not equal to the fum demanded 
anmialTy. 

U"? 


Crofs-examlncd By Mr. 

That the great refource of the countjy v 
—ITS F£ IT cion: that a numbe.': of Pi! 
grims came there, and expended la^^c Aims 
in travelling and gifts. To thefe the Salt¬ 
petre and Opium were to be added. And 
concluded by faying, that the money, ctoSo 
lacks of rupees, awarded to Government by 
Aly Ebraim Cawn, was never paid. That 
another improvement had been propofed by 
Mr. Haltings—the cultivation of Aig-ar— 
which it was proved grew there with 
fuccefs. 

Mr. Adam then rofe,. to produce fome 
written evidence :—Country Corrcfpojid- 
ence, and Minutes of the Secret Commit¬ 
tee —and fecrec Indeed they were, as they 
confined of one continued Bring of Indian 
names, whofe founds occafionally excited 
the wonder of many of the ladies. They 
were read with great perfeverance and aAo- 
nifiTing gravity by the Cleik. 

Thefe being finifiied, the laA evidence in 
fupport of the charge was called in. 

Colonel GARDNER. 

Examined by Mr. Griv. 

He depofed, that he knew the country of 
Benares perfeflly. That property wajcwtU 
proteded there. One only inAance of cru¬ 
elty he knew—*that of a Cadet being wound¬ 
ed by the people of the country. That he 
had played at Chefs with Cfieyt Sing, and 
-walked with him in his garden, but never 
fiiw any violence in his temper. That he 
thought Mr. HaAings might have been cut 
off, had the Rajah wilhsd It. That Vhen 
Cheyt Sing was arrerted, the infuiredion 
feemed of the inftant, and not premeditated, 
Tliought that money might have been ob¬ 
tained from him without blootlfhed. That 
an indlred application had been made to 
Mr. Markham, who wondered “ bow in- 
tercelTion could be made for 4 murderer,*'' 
Obferved no perf»nal animofity on tlie part 
of Mr. HaAings again A him j but thought 
he was thus fuddenly ariefted, for canying 
on, a Secret Correfpondence with the enemy. 
That arrefting was certainly an infult, as it 
was in all countries } and imagined it miglit 
have been done -without. 

Crofs-examined by Mr. Pl u m m e », 

Thought ntuch of the violence proceeded 
from Cheyt Slug’s brother, Sujah Sing, who 
commanded almolT: entirely ;—a man of 
much violence of difpofition. — This evi¬ 
dence "was finished by being afked—that 
as he had declared his opinion of many per- 
fons in the courfe of his evidence-—-What 
his opinion was of Mr. HaAings? To 
which he replied, That a more awiahle 
vati he had never known, than 
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‘nc by Mr. Haftings; and it was Co 
faiiy acknowledged 


TrtiRTEJENTH DaY. 

Friday, April i i. 

This day the Court, being a^fcmMed, Mr, 
Anftnither began to fum up the whole of 
the evidence on the firO: charge. He en¬ 
tered very fully, a fpeech of throe tioui o 
anr! a half in length, into the hiftory of the 
traiila<Slions betweep Mr. Haftings and the 
Rajah of Benares ; but unlefs we were at 
liberty to follow hiitii through the whole of 
the detail, it would be impofBbJe^ for us to 
convey any idea of the happinefs with which 
he elucidated the whole of tins complicated 
bufinefs. From the ftrA fuppofed pERso- 
J< A L affront offered to Mt*. Haftings by the 
Rajah, to the exile of that, unfortunate 
Prince, and the confinement and death of 
Doorgbidjee Sing, he was highly luminous 
and impreffive. In adverting to the rights 
of BuKvant Sing, and his fon Cheyt Sing, 
as diferiminated by the Governor-General, 
Mr. Anflruther was peculiarly happy. The 
former was a Zemindar, according to Mr. 
Jdaf^ngs, becaufe he paid tribute ;—this 
had been made by that gentleman the fpeci- 
fic diftin‘^tion between a Zemindar, or land¬ 
holder, and an Aumeel, or coUedforj yet 
when his indignation was roufed agalnlt 
Cheyt Sing, his payment of tribute was the 
very reafon affigned why he ihould not be 
regarded as a Zemindar ! 

Mr, Anffruthet then took notice 6f the 
different arguments which had fallen from 
the advocates of Mr. Flaftings, in reply to. 
the particulars of this charge. It had been 
urged, that the whole of his conduft in 
India, though repugnant, perhaps, to parti¬ 
cular ffarutes, was ffii< 5 Ily confonant to the 
uniform praffice in Afia, “ Would it have 
been borne,” alked Mr, Anftruther, “ in 
the RoMA^^^ government, cjvcn at its moO: 
degenerate period, in a Provincial Governor, 
on his trial IV oppreffion, to hsive proteffed 
againft th^t fyftem of jurilprudence which 
he had violated—to have exclaimed, Try 
“ me not by your mild inflitutes—try me 
not by the code of Juffinian-^for thefe 
acdord not with the fyftem I have pur- 
fuedi—try me, on the contrary, by the 
<< pr;i<SIices of a Nero and a Caligula, and 
by thofe fliall my journal of defolation 



“ be fully juffifted/*—Vet this was 
cifely held ferth by Mr. Try 

me not,” faid he, by the Bririlh laws j 
fubje^ me not to the code of Afiatic juf- 
ticej but try me by the pradh'cesof Coifim 
Ali Cawn and Ahverdi Cawn, for their 
perfidy of oppreffion will find an ample 
llore of precedent!” 

He concluded by .affuring their Lordfhipg, 
that no paiiii had been fpared by the Com¬ 
mittee to bring forward thofe parts only of 
the evidence on this charge, which went di-^ 
redfly to prove thofe fadls on vvhich ttio 
charge had been originally founded. 

Mr. Benn and Colonel Gardner were tlien 
called in, and alked a few qqeffions by the 
Earl of Suffolk, refpeffing chiefly the firfl: 
infults offered to the Rajah of Benares, at 
the time of his arreff, and the treatment of 
Doorgbidjee Sing during the time of his I’m* 
prifonment. To a queftion, Whether, ac^ 
cording to the cuftoms of the nation, it was 
not a fevere infult to deprive Doorgbidjee 
whilff confined of his ^Qucca, or tobacco- 
pipe ?” Mr. B«m replied, That it was 
not 1‘nore than taking from an EngHfli gen¬ 
tleman his friuff'-hox,' 

Mr. Burke thm faid, that before tlie bufi-, 
nefs was finally fubmitted to the juftiee of 
hordlhips, he found it ncceffary to 
trouble tileir Lordlhips with a few words on 
the nathre of the evidence which had been 
produced. It was to be recoBedled, that 
ibrae of thofe men who had been called tq 
their bar had been the inffruments of that 
tyranny which was now arraigned. I'hofi* 
who were depute<l to opprefs, were therefore 
to be treated with caution, when tliey ipoke 
of the meafurc of the oppmflion. It was 
eafily to be feen, that thofe who had in* 
flidled tlie injuffice, vmuld not ufe the harlh- 
eft terms when fpeaklng of its meafure anq^; 
its rate. Of this nature appeared to b<j the 
evidence of that perfon who had fpol^en of 
the privation of the hfAicca^ during the im- 
prifonment of Doorgbidjee Sing. '1' > lbm« 
of their Lordftiips, happy in large forturies> 
and nurfed in the lap of indolence, fudh cir- 
cumftances miglit appear trifling j but to the 
wretched prifoner, deprived of every com¬ 
fort, the fmalleft alleviation of his niifery 
was of importance, and left a vacuum in th^ 
forlorn refidue of h]s .enjoyments. It was 
equal in that oafb what the obje^ might be 


-Lords Flfsfwililam, 


* In the courfe of the day various .Wds put different queftions- 
Derby, Kinnaird, Stanhopf, Portchefter, Coventry, and others. 

The Prinqe of Wales, the Duke of Vork, and the Dukes of Gloucefterand CumberUnd, 
were all prefent. 

The Commons were few in number Indeed—Icfs than on any former occaiion; and the 
AudienceleiTene,d fo continually from time to time^ that at lalj fearedy any hcaix'rs but tKotu 
who were obiigisd to hear were left in the Court. 
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svcnbimuff-box of a tobacco-box became 
0f moment. Their Lordfhips might 
of a prifoner In the Bs/lile, whole 
and milery found a refpite in tlie 
play of a /^ider^ wliich he had trained in 
fome degree of familiapty. In that (ingle 
enjoyment he bore his forrows without re¬ 
pining ^ but the eircumdance being difeo- 
vered by his keeper^ that inhumanity which 
cruihed the /pidcr^ phuiged the ocher yi<fHm 
into a defpair which terminated his exilf-: 
♦nee. 

With rerpefi to the treatment of Cheyt 
Sing, on-his. arreft> it. was only necelfvy, 
Mr. Burke obferved, to call a brief retiofpeci 
to the circuniftances. The Rajah had been , 
opprelfed, until he could find no refuge, and 
degraded in the eyes of his pcc ple,, beyopd 
the reach of human confolation.—Fie had 
returned to hi? clofet, to addrefs himfeU to 
the Divinity—.the Common Father of All. 
He was tliere fuftered to be infulted by a 
Chubiar-^ a wretch of the meane/l clafs. Thofe 
who had perraitted this deed, had lorgotten 
the maxim, ^uodres efi J'acra mifer.^^U tliey 
bad n.«t remembered the reverence due to a 
Pr ince and Prieif, they (hould have known 
that there was a facrednefs in mifery, -and 
have refpe<Sled his wretchednefs, even vvlum 
they overlooked his rank. In revenging this 
Jnfuit, his rubje< 5 ff; had merely done their 
duty. They had done wiiac every Bdti/h . 
/ubjecSi:, It was to be hoped, would do, if they 
faw their Sovereign fu degraded, I'u fay the 
Rajah, who was a Commander, a Prince, 
(hould not be difgraced, from being arrefled 
by one who had formerly been his fervant, 
and at the hour of his devotions, was ridi¬ 
culous. Anri for what reafon ? Why, bcr 
f aufe he was not a Bramh —-nr a Prieli, A 
•very admirable rcafon indeed:—^pppofe, 
(faid the orator, and with an audadty that 
was felicitous)—uippofe a Lord Chancellor 
be found at his devr^uons^ the 
keeper of his .Majefty's confcience-—and 
Igreat as fis mufl be—fupjjofe he (liouId be 
thus taken away, would jt remove the in¬ 
dignity that he w'as not a p k© r 

the Lord Chancellor wou|d know,‘and feel 
tbe dirgrace ; He would think of the devo¬ 
tion he had lof>, and he Vv-ould not care whe¬ 
ther he wn$ a Bilhop or no.” 

Tlie wholsj Court vva^ in a roar of laughter 
j6<t thi.s novel tllghc. TI)e Lord Chancellor, 
^pvvevtr, kept his gravity. 

This la/l fpeech more than compeniated 
Ibrthc/c z'dium of the day^ which certzvinly had 
been ■—■ “ car bom mtardws,''* arnengft the 
duHeft. 

'fhe Hall had but a thin attendance. 

The Court^brgke up H h^f fpur 
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FoCJtTEENTW By\Y. 

Tuesday, Aprh, 

CONI) CHAR g"E; 

RSLATIVE to 

The BEOUMSjOr PRiNCTsSSES of OUDE. 
The Court being feated, 

Mr-. .Adam informed .iheir Lord/liips, that 
he was comnrandc'd by che Commons to lay 
before them the particulars of the fccond ar¬ 
ticle of impeachment prefeiued againit War¬ 
ren Hadings, Itq. Confeious as he was of 
his want of abilities to diCchstrga fo arduous 
a talk, he had not prefumt d to folicit it j it 
was aijigned to him by thofe wijofe com¬ 
mands it was his duty to obey; and though 
lo fpiendida ddpiay of talents had been .made 
ellbwhere upon the fame fubje^, as might 
frigliten any man from purfuing it, yet re- 
,lying upon the indulgence of the Court, he 
would venture, In obedience to his ordevs, to 
enter upon the fubje< 5 F, in treating of which 
lie had the goodnefs of his caufc and his zeal 
only to fupport him. 

The various articles of the fecond charge 
might be reduced under nine or ten heads, 
containing as many general portions, %nc?: 
the grounds of allegations of guilt againll the 
prifoner—Firil, that fP.rrie was a great, rich, 
and fiourifhin.g country—tlui' the Begums, 

. the mptiK’r and grandmother of the reigning 
Nabob of Oude, were ladies of high birth 
quality.^that they v.'ere Ieg;iliy in pof- 
f«.(r(on of great eftates, botl) real and per- 
fonai—that the property of them was legally 
veiled in thefe FrincelTes.—rluc the Ea(l-In, 
dia Company had guaranteed the poirelPon 
of them—that It was the bounden duty of 
Mr. Haflings to maintain the Prince(Tes in the 
unriidurbed poflbiBon of their property fo 
parantced^-that, on the contrary, lie had 
invaded it, and even ccmpellcd their owui 
neareh- relation to fpoii them of it—that, 
xvith bis knowledge, the PrincelTes and their 
families were treated with the gre.ate(l indig¬ 
nity, and I educed to the greateil dtftrcfs— 
that, lor the pmpofe of givirig a colour to his 
own im-yvar ran table proceedings, he had, by 
means of affidavits taken by tite Chief Judge 
of India, Sir iilijah Jmpey, to the great dif* 
credit of jpllice, anti of bis fituation, Han, 
dered the Begums, as the abettors of the re¬ 
bellion of Cheyt Sing, &c.—.and finally, his 
motives in the whole of the proceetliugs re¬ 
lative to the country of Oude, were founded 
in a^ricc arid corruption. 

trjx.‘n thefe different heads, he begged 
leave to Ihte to their Lordffiips the different 
obfervatibns that occurvtd to him, and 
which, lie tfufled, would place the guilt of 
the pfifpr^r it) fugh a point of view, that 
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ijsiWf Infinitely lefs dlfcernment than 
brdlhips poireiVod could not but be 

Oude was a country of confiderable 
^tent, wciiid appear from this fad, with 
which their Lord/hips were well aetjuaihted j 
that it was in length 360 miles, and in 
breadth iSo j fo that it was nearly a$ long as 
En^jlliind, and as broad as this kingd<im, 
from the iilc of Anglelea to the mouth of the 
Humber: it exceeded Ireland in lehgth by 
70 miles, and was rather broader than any 
part of that iilandi It was wealthy, becaufe 
it produced in fome parts various articles for 
trade and manutadures, which were carried 
on to a vei7 confiderable extent; and in 
other parts it was rich in tillage. Before its 
connexion with’the Ealt-lndia Company, it 
was able to defray the expences of^ali its 
edablifitments, without letting any run into 
arrear; and the fize of thofe eftabli/hrm-nts 
might be colledetl from this, tiiat when a re- 
dudion in the army took iriacein Oude, the 
nurpber of men ilili kept in pay amounted to 
36,000 rank and file. 

Thus was the country rich and flourifh- 
»ng, while the Provinces were fewer in num¬ 
ber than they afterwards became by the uc- 
%?c£lton of 0ouab, and the conqueft of Ro- 
hilcund, or the countryof the Rohillas; but 
tliis increafe of dominion did not bring in- 
creafe of wealth to tho Nabdb of Oude; on 
tlie contrary, his finances fell into diforder, 
he became adoniihingiy embarralfed, and his 
country was ruined. 

"I'lie origin of his connexion with the Bn* 
gli/h was the Rohilta war. Tliat war the 
Houfe of Commons in its wifdom had not 
thought proper to make the ground of a 
charge againll the pnfoner, and therefore he 
would not urge it againil him as fiich ; but 
he mud make mention of it, for the purpofe 
of diewing the origin of qur connexion with 
the Nabob Vizier. When Sujah ul Dowiah 
formed the defign of adding Rohiicond to 
his dominion, he entered into a treaty with 
Mr. Ha/fings for the avowed purpofe of <1;^- 
U'ymina/iff^ the Kohiilas; and the price of 
our alfhbnce was dipulated at 40 lacks of 
rupees, or 400,000!. The fun that faw the 
beginning and completion of this infamous 
bargain had rifen in avaria ; its meridian 
was ijt cruelty^ and its letting in hiood. From 
fuch a connexion* nothing good could be cx- 
jrecled ; and, accordingly, from that day for¬ 
ward the Vizier began to run into debts, 
which daily increafed, but W'ere never fuf- 
ftred to diminhh. His embarrairntents di^ 
ablcd him from fulfilling his pecuruary en¬ 
gagements with tlie Englifh, and gave them 
a pretence for meddling with the internal go- 
mn,\ncnt of. his country, and reducing him, 
were, to a cypher. Such was the 



a6:ual Hate of that Prince and his 
' tory. 

I’he PrincelTqs of Oude, as he had 
before, \vere ladits of high birth and qua- , . 
?ity. The Elder Begum, or grandmother of 
the reigning Prince, was the daughter of a 
j*>erron of ancient and iHuftrious lineage, , 
who was of Arfficienc power and confe- 
qucnce to be able to dlfpute the high office 
of Vizier of tfie Mogul empire with the Niv 
zam of the Carnatic, and was at laft ho- . 
noured by the Great Mogul with the title 
and office of Captain Genstalof tbi Smpirta 
Hep father gav<^ her inVmarnage to Suto 
Jung, a man of very nobIe%ii th, who left to • 
h)S fon Sujah ul Dowiah the dignity of Vizier, 
ar\d from him it defcended to Afoph ul t 3 ow- 
lah, Suj h’s fon, who now reigns over the 
territories of Oude. The younger Begum, 
or PrincelTs mother, 'was not of birth fo 
illuflrious as the former, but fliU (he was 
nobly born, and became the wife of Sujah ul 
Dowiah, and bore to him the rcigiu’ng Na¬ 
bob Vizier—From this Ihort hi/foty it ap- . 
peared, that thefe ladies v/er'e of high ranlr, 
and intitied to great refpetf, and to great 
They accordingly enjoyed 
both.—That theeffates which they pofibjred 
belonged to them in propriety^ and were not 
lield by them in trufi-, fhould, Mr. Adam 
falcl, be proved to.the entire fatisfaaion of 
their Lordihips. The bare pajfc/^on of the 
perfonul eihues or treafurco vyhich tliey had 
in their palaces, was a proof of the propriety ; 
for as thofe treafui-es were de|x>/ited in ; 
Zenana, or palace facred to the refidenec 
of the ladies of the Court, it was impof- 
fible th.^t, 'according to the law of the 
country, any human creature of ’the 
kind, except a hu/band, fon, or brother, could 
fet his fo©c within the gates of it: No coiii- 
putfury' procefs, tJ^erefore, could be ferved 
or executed in the Zenana, and no one could 
enter it to take away the treafure. • Would 

not, then, their Lordihips admit, that the 

treafurc wl' tch no one could take from them 
was really che property of the PrincelTes ? , 
But the p oof of the property did not jt'd: / 
\5p0n tlielj points only, ftrbng as it was. ; 
By the laws of tire Koran, the Nabob vva$ 
not retrained fimm giving ertatcc, both real 
and perfonal, in full prc'pcrty, to Itis mother 
and grandmother and what one Nabob had 
given, another was pkafed to confirm.— 
The younger Princeft had lent her fon 26 • 
lacks of rupees, for Which he gave her his ; 
bonds : here was i; y i d e n t /a r r; i that thf 
money fa lent was not the jjroperty of the ‘ 
borrower, but o^the lendir • for no man T 
borrows his own money, and binds himfelf 
to repay it. The Nabol^’s adalrs grovving 
fiiil more and niore embarralfed, that Prince 
was lblX,pre/rmg his mother tor money, and 
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^cjlaim to part of her treafurcs, as the 
cf the crown, which his deceased 
'couM not will away. Ilis mother, ro 
ii^e his diftretTes, and to fecure to herfeif 
the peaceable enjoyment of a part, at leaft, 
of her fortune, entered into a treaty with 
ii her lun, which the Engliih were parties 
V and guanmtfc(>... for without their guarantee 
r (he would conclude nothing. By this treaty 
,i Ihe agreed to cancel her fon’s bond for the 
^ 26 lacks/he had already lent, and further, 
f'- to pay 30 lacks more, or 300,000!. making 
in the whole 560,000!, fterjing. In confi- 
’ deration of this inimenfe fum given to the 

■ Nabob, that Prince releafed all claim to the 
Jianded and remaining part of the perional 

;■ eftates, left by his fatlier, Sujah ul Dowlah, 
to the Prince/s his widow. The fvtll enioy- 
. ' Ttifmt and poffeBon of the eflatcs fo con- 
fermed to the Begum, by ttve Nabob her fon, 
v/ere guaranteed to her by Mr. Haftings. 
Whatever therefore tnight have boen her title 
to this property before, her right under this 
treaty and this guarantee became as legal, as 
Along, and as binding, as the laws of In¬ 
dia ai\d tlie laws of nations could pofTibly 
make it*— The property of the eider Begum, 
or Prinoefs, grandmother to the Nabob, 

; flood exaAly in a fimilar predicament, and 
* on d fimilar foundation. She enjoyed her 
cliates under a fokmn treaty, and a folenm 
' guarantee on the part of the Engl:/li Go¬ 
vernment. But nothing legal, nothing fa¬ 
ired, could refill thelawlefs rapacity of Mr, 
Hidings, as thefe FrinceBes (00a expe¬ 
rienced. 

As the reprefentative of the government 
that had guaranteed the treaties which fe- 
cured to thefe ladies their property, it'was 
his duty' to interpofe his authority and in- 
Huence in their behalf, if any attempt was 
made to fpoil them of their fortune, in Vio¬ 
lation of the treaties : as a man, he was 
' bound by every obligation of friendiMp and 
geaero/lty to be the declared protector of the 
' younger Princefs: that lady, in a letter which 
^le wrote to him, and which would not dif- 
fredit the genius of an iiirabetb, or the 
IlhiJities of a Cecil, ftated, that when 
' Sujal) ui Dowlah was in his laA moments, 
Jl)e approached his bed, and lamenting the 
.misfortunes w'hich were likely to btfal her 
and l)is young children, who were going to 
t: deprived of t!i:ir only Aippojt, he bid 
her not to affliA herfdf fe much for his lofs ; 
he '.vviuld leave her a generous and firm 

■ fh'-inrl and'fupportev in the perlbn of Mr, 
HaffingSs, who would be'a father to his 
children. This letter v;a's written at a time 
Wh'm her fon Afoph ul Dowlah was endra- 
jvouring T,> fpoil her and, his grand mother 
©I their p-H-pfity. Mr. Haftfngs wa-i quoted. 



ar the peturd of It, und wrote to the j 
in behalf of his parents. In this 
was clear and explicit upon the obl%ation^ 
that children were under to honour and re- 
fpc&. their parentvS, and the duny which na¬ 
ture itfelf diiftated to all relations, to lovo 
and aflift one another *. that duty, he faid, 
was enjoined, not merely by the laws bf this 
or of that country, but by thofo of all na¬ 
tions J it was proclaimed by the voice of 
nature itfelf. Here Mr. Adarri obferved, 
that when Mr. H.iflings was fpeaking the 
language of nature, no man could - Ijpeak it 
more forcibly, or deliver it more intelligibly j 
but when he was endeavouring to palliate 
aiTions of his owln, which the laws neither 
of God nor man could warrant, his ftiie 
was ambiguous and his language obfevire, 
fetting all fair conllVuCtipn at defiance, under 
the Blew of fplendid high-Younding but un¬ 
meaning dI< 5 lion. When the prifoncr wrote 
that letter, had he changed his nature? or 
could the man who afterwards compelled 
the fon to become his ioAroment to rob his 
paj-ents, have di Elated fo humane a letter > 
Pards bred pards, tygers begat tygers, and 
the dove never was hatched under the vu^., 
ture’s wing; nature might deep for a while, 
but muA be nature ftill: and therefore, rho’ 
the prifoncr had for a time put on the fem- 
blance, and adopted th a language, of huma¬ 
nity, it was only for a time j lie foon threw 
off the mafk, and difplayed the fame borri<i 
difpofition that' di< 5 fated the treaty for the 
' extermination of the RohilJas, and. the fame 
barbarity that marked the progrefs of that 
abominable war. 

Mr. Ha Rings expcAcd that the country of 
Oude, exhauAed as it was by the imnienfe 
fortunes that bad found their Vifay from it 
into Creat-BritaIn, by the extravagant mi- 
Utary cAablilbrnents that were kept up in it, 
ifad by the fubfidies paid to the Company, 
Aiould be as lull of wealth and refources as 
it was before its connciAion with tiie En- 
glifli, when its revenue,, cxclutive of that of 
the Douab and Rohilcundl, ex'ceeded three 
crorcs, or threk Mii,r.io>i8 sterling, 
a-year, 7’hat i-evenu'e, when the Nabob'% 
dominions were Icfs exteofive, defraiyed all 
the cxpenccs of government, and the Rate 
W'as not a rupee m debt: but fuch had bcei\ 
the drain of wealth from Oude after its 
conneGiion with the Company, tlwt though 
the produce of the Douab ;uvd of Rohilcuntf , 
was by thcconqucA of thofe countries adde4 
to. riie revalue of Oude, ilie whole was in- 
fulficient to the charge of its oBabli/hmonts, 
and the Nabob ytas plunged in debt, from 
which lie faw no refourct of extricating hirn- 
ftlf: but Mr. HaAings, more quick-fight*’d^ 
or lefs fcrupulous than the Prince, faw a 




(foiircc ift the real and perfonal edates 
iBegums, and infinuated to him, that 
ould fetze therh, he would be able to 
himfelf from his embar affments, and 
y off a confidcrabfe part of his debt to 
the Company, The Nabob was fltockecl at 
the infinuation ; as a son, he felt a degree of 
horror at tlic idea of becoming the plui^deier 
of his parents j and as a man of honour, 
he could not bring himfeif to viol2t‘-e a treaty 
which he himfeif had made, and confirmed 
with an oath, and for wliich the Princeffes 
had given a valuable confideration. The 
fentiments of that Prince on the occafion 
were very ffrongly expreffed by Mr. Middle- 
ton, the Englhh Refiderit at bis Coxirt, in 
thefe words, in a letter from Lucknow, da¬ 
ted the 6th of December, 17S1 ; in another, . 
diited the following day ; and in a third, da¬ 
ted the 9th of the fame month :— 

“ Finding the Nabob wavering in his de- 
“ termination about the refumption of the 
“ jaghires (thelandedertatesof his parents), 
** I this day in prefence of, and with the 
“ Miniffer’s concurrence, ordered the ne- 
celTary peiwannahS» to be written to the 
“ feveral Aumeels for that piirpofe ; and it 
was my firm refolution to have difpatched 
<^6ihem this evening, with proper people to 
fee them pimftually and implicit tv 
carried into execution : but before they 
^ were all tranferibed, I received a melTage 
from the Nabob, wlio had been informed 
“ by the Miniffer of the refolution I had 
taken, entreating that I would withhold 
*< the perwannahs until lb-morrow morning, 

“ when he would attend me, and afford me 
“ fatlsfadfion on this point. As the lofs of 
** a fe\v hours in the difpitch of the per- 
** wannahs appeared of little moment, and 
** as it is polTibie the Nabob, feeing that the 
“ bufinefs will at all events bk done, 

“ may make it an a<ff: of his own, I have 
“ confented to indulge him in his requefts } 
but be the rcfiilt of our interview what-'^' 
« ever it may, nothing ffiall prevent the or- 
ders being iffued to-morrow, either by him 
« or myfelf, with the concurrence of the 
“ Miniflers, Your pkafure wlthrerpedf to 
« the Begums 1 have learned from Sir Elijah 
« Impey j and the meafure lieretofore pro- 
« pofed will foon follow the mfumption of 
the jaghires. From both, or indeed from 
the former alone, 1 have no doubt of the 
“ complete liquidatioji of the Company’s 
balance,’* 

Dec* 7, 1781,-—I had the honour to 
« addrefs you yefferday, inTormlng you of 
“ tlie ffeps I had taken in regard to the re- 
« fumptibn of the jaghires. This morning 
“ the Vizier came to me, according to Ills 
** agreement, but fecmingly wtiwwi any 
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“ intention or defire to yield me 
on the fiibjedt under decifion j fori 
great deal of converfation, confiffifi 
“ his part of trifUng evafion, and puerile 
excufes for withholding his affent to the 
“ meafure, though at the fame time profef- 
“ /ing the moff implicit fubmiflion to your 
“ wiihes, I found myfelf without any other 
“ refource than the one of employing that 
“ exclufive authority with which I confider 
your inftrufbons to veft met 1 therefore 
“ declared to the Nabob, in prefence of the 
“ Miniffer and Mr, Johnfon, who 1 defired 
“ might bear witnefs of the converfation, 
‘‘ that J conftrued his rejefffon of die mea- 
<< fure propofed as a breach of his folema 
promife to you, and an unwilUngncfs to 
yield that affiffance which was evidently 
“ in his power, towasds liquidating lus 
heavy accumulating debt to the Company j 
“ and that 1 muff, in confequence, deter- 
mine, in iny own juffification, to iffue 
“ immediately the penvannahs, which had 
“ only been withheld in the fanguine hope 
“ that he Would be prevailed upon to make 
“ that his own a<ff, which nothing but the 
** molt urgent neceffity could force me to 
make mine. He left me without any re- 
“ ply i but afterwards fent for his Miniffer, 
and authorized liim to give me hopes that 
“ my requifidon would be complied with ; 
“ on which 1 expreffed my fatisfafrion, but 
declared that I could admit of no further 
“ delays; and unlefs I received his Excel- 
“ lency’s formal acquielccnce before the 
“ evening, I Ihould then molt affuredly Iffue 
my perwannahs 5 which I have accord- 
“ ingly done, not having had any aff’urances 
“ from his Excellency that could juftify it 
“ further fufpenfion. I ffiall, as foon as 
“ polTibie, infofm you of the effeff of the 
“ pervMnnahs, which, in many parts, I am 
“ apprehenffve it wllf be found neceffary to 
“ enfiticNi with military aid. I am not, 
“ liowevcVentirely without hopes, that the 
“ Nab<ib, he fees the ineffcacy of 

“ further oppdlhion, may alter' his condU)£>, 
“ Imd prevent tnv confufion and difagreeabls 
“ confequences which would be too likdly t© 
“ refult from the profecution of a meafure 
“ of fuch importance* without his concur- 
“ fence. His Excellency talks of going to 
“ Fyzabad (the refidence of his mother and 
“ grandmother) for the purpole hei'etofore 
“ mentioned, in three or four days. I wifh 
“ he may be ferious in his intendon, and 
“ you may reil airnred 1 fhaii fpare no pains 
“ to keep him to it.” ^ 

Dec. 0, I had the honour to 

“ addrefs you on die ;th luff, informing you 
of the cOnvcrfcdon which had palfcd be- 
“ tween the Nabob and on the fubiod^ 



i&iing the jaghlres, and the fteps I 
ken in confequence. His Ejccclien- 
:ared to be very ‘much hurt and 
at the meafure, and loudly com- 
“ plains of the _treachery of his Minillers j 
firft, in giving you any hopes that fucli a 
ineafure would be adopted 5 and, fecondJy, 

“ in their promifing me their whole fupport 
“ in can'ying it through : but, as I appre- 
hended, rather than fuffer it to appear that 
the point had been carried in oppoP tion to 
“ his will, he at length yielded a nominal ■ 
acquiefcence, and has this day i/Tued his 
own perwannahs to that efFedi: j declaring, 

'' at the fame time, both to me and his 
** Minifters, that it is an act or com- 

PULSION,” 

Thus their Lordfltips would fee, that 
though this Prince had a regard for his cha- 
rafter as a fon, a man, and a Prince, and 
felt a horror at the idea of violating dn oath, 
Mr. Hadings was above all fuch trifles 
of confideration, and was not fatisfied till 
he FORCED this unfortunate Prince to break 
lluough all the ties of nature and religion, 
and rob thofe of the means of fupporting 
life from whom he- derived his exigence. ' 

In the remaining part of Mr. Adam’s 
fpeech he Hated the hardfliips and diftrefs 
which the other children and wives of his 
father were made to endure by the Nabob. 
Such was their want of food, the PrirtcelTes 
who had liitherto fupported them being 
plundered, that the brothers of the Nabob 
begged that they might be fulfered to go 
forth into the world, to earn their bread by 
their daily labour ; and the women, who in 
India think the fight of a man, not their huf- 
band or near relation, a downright pollution, 
cxplable only by death, were become fo out¬ 
rageous for food, that they forced their way 
out of the Zenana, but were beat back with 
bludgeons by the fepoys. 

He could not fay that all thefe cruelties 
were committed by the exprefs order of Mr. 
Hafiings \ but they were perpetrated by the 
order of the Englifli Refident, who was the 
mere creature of Mr. Haftings, who atHed 
under his authority, and who, With the 
knowledge of the Governor-General, had 
engro/Ted fhe adminifiration of every de¬ 
partment In tlie tlate of Oude, civil, milita¬ 
ry, judicial, and of finance, and left the 
Nabob but a fiiadow of pov/er: he kncr.v 
alfo, that when all thefe particuhirs were 
afterwards communicated to Mr. Ha/lings, 
he did not take one fingle Hop towards pu- 
nifiilng thofe who had ailed with fo much 
barbarity. 

In the narrative whidi Mr. Haflings drew 
cf this whole tr^n fail ion he had falsified 
(' tUtes, in oi^'er to impute guijt to the Be¬ 


gums, which could not be Imputed to th 
if the true dates were fet down. 

• While the latter afiertion , was mgde by 
Mr. Adam, that temper which had marked, 
and lb meritorioufly marked, the deportment 
of Mr. Hafiings, left him for a moment, 
and acrofs his box, to a gentleman in it, he 
whifpered, “ that the aiTertion was falfe !” 

At thefe words Mr. Adam grew more 
impetuous. 

“ What, faicl he, fhajl I hear, my Lords, 
and bear, that my afifertlon lliall be con- 
“ tradiiVed ? ’ Shall I, who Hand here as 
“ the delegated Manager of the Commons, 
“ be told that I am advancing what is un- 
“ true ? In thefituation In which I Hand— 
“ and from that degraded man at your bar, 
“ loaded with ^crimes, fmd groaning under 
“ his enormities—I will not bear it.—To 
“ yotir Lordiliips I appeal for protec- 
TioN )”■—[Here various perfons in the 
Court rofe up—and a brother Manager 
touching Mr. Adam, he recovered hlmfelf, 
and went on more calmly.]—“ No, my 
“ Lords, my alTertions v^ill prove to be true: 

I will trace the guilt of Mr. Haftings — 
“ from the firll attempts at expedience— 
“ from the trial of a rneafure, and the fihr. 
“ of its failure, to the joy at its execution, 
“ and the triumph at its fuccefs:—I will 
“ Ihew him to you, falfifying his truft— 
“ defrauding the Eaft-India Company ;—I 
“ will prove him guilty of forgery and 

“ MURDER !”--Mr. Hallings no longer 

fhewed anyemotioh. 

After various quotations froifi Latin Au¬ 
thors, by which Mr. Adam attempted to 
enforce his fpeech, and which he quoted and 
intermixed fo rapidly with Englilh, that it 
was almofi: impofiTfble to diftinguifii the 
“ dead from the living,” 'he proceeded to 
that part of the Begum Charge which brought 
in tile name of Sir Elijah Jmpey. 

“ If I refpedi the Law, faid Mr. Adam, 
“ of which I am a Member \ if I revere its 
“ clo<Hrines, or am proud of tlie profe/hon 
—how muft I, and how^ hnult every lover 
“ of die Laws or ConHltutlon, around mi?, 
“ feel, when we re^edl upon fuch a man— 
“ fuch a lawyer, and fuch a being in die 
“ character of a Judge, as is Sir Elijah Im- 
‘‘ pey ! throwing afide the unfullied er- 
“ mine, and the facred dignity of his pro- 
“ feflion, to go on the common errands of a 
CommifTioncr j to take the affidavit of 
every man who would make one ; and 
thus, on tx farte evidence, fworn with 
fuch fpeed as left truth out of the quef- 
“ tion—and given in a corner—in the heufe 
“ of Mr. Middleton, where every thing that 
can create fufpicion, might be expelled to 
“ be found—thus to deltroy thefe Wretched 
“ 1 ” '' ; . • 


t :5 5 j 



ipeakinj tlircehoilrs iiind a, quarter, 
dam drew towards the concfw'ion, 


the Charge j hut the Coiui: tiiidia: 
was four o'clock, adjourned* 



Twhatonce drew attention at this Barj 
in the perfon of Lord Lovat: if then-^the 
fame fummary mode of ^iioceeding which 
Mr. kartlngs chofe in India, had been 
adopted—'What would your Lovd/Jiipr, 
“ have thought—or, what would futurd 
“ times have laid of our memories If that 
Lord Lovat, inllead of being brouglit to 
a fair and honourable trial, h.-’d been in- 
ftandy deliroyed by hii conqueror—the 
great Duke of Cuniberland-^would not 
your Lordlhips, with one voice, havepro- 
nounced It iinnecelTary and inhuman de- 
“ firudion ?. Not left fo was the condu 61 : of 
Mr. Haflings againfl the PrincelTes of 
” Oudeunfortunate in having no Law 
but the Will of their Conqueror:—and 
whofe Will liad no Feeling for its 
guide!” 

“ At the clofe of bis own written De- 
“ fence,” faid Mr. Adam, “ Mr. Haflings 
“ fias taken up an addrefs limilar to tliat of 
the ;^arl of Strafford t— 1-1 e tells you, that 
‘‘ he was fent young tojlndia, and almoft 
‘S^nacqualntcd with its nature and its m:m- 
ners that in the moft trying fituations, 
he was forced to be his own guide j his 
« own Politician 5 his own General j his 
« own Divine ; and lirs own Judge! 
“ That in duties fo numerous and fo com- 
“ plicated, the heft ainllries might err: his 
talents have not that boafl j and therefore 
« fhopld his errors, if fuch were found, 
meet the pardon of his countr y. 

“ If a plea fiinilar to the Earl of Strafford 
be taken up by Mr. Haflings—then will I 
« adopt the anfwer of one of the greatell 
men this nation has ever Ifad to boaft—I 
mean Mr. Pym.*—He fays—and with 
“ jufHcehe urges it—Wenlk not for pre- 
ternatural abilities, nor expert them ; but 
« Jiere, there is tranfgreirion againft every 
« rule ; The iiglit of Nature; The light of 
Renfon: The light of common Huma- 
nity ; all might h.ave led him into a better 
path 5 but wilfully, he chofe to Rray from 
the fafe road, and if danger ihould await 
iiim, it is his own feeking.” 

Mr. Adam then addreifed himfelf to the 
I.ords, and adjured them, in the different 
capacities of Judges, Fathens", Sons, .Peers, 
Englidimen and Men, to find Mr. Haftlngs 
guilty 

Mr. Pelham would no'W” have continued 


Fi.ftekkth Day. 

WEPNESnAY, ApRlt 

Mr. Pelham informed their Lordflitps, 
that it had fallen to his lot to make fomc 
obfervatiofis upon the anfwer delivered tiy 
Mr. Hafttngs to the Second Charge. And. 
here he lamented their L.ordfhips' rigid adhe¬ 
rence to a refolutlon, which introduced t 
pra<^fice fo very different from that which 
prevailed in the Courts below, and which 
obliged him to take notice of this anfwer be¬ 
fore any evidence had been brought by the 
accufed in fupport of it. The Managers la¬ 
boured under difficulties unknown to any 
former Committee of Managers j and thofe 
difficultiestwere increafed by the number of 
friends by whom the prifoner was counte¬ 
nanced and protected. 1‘rue friends, who 
wlfhed for the honourable acquittal of the 
objed of their friendfhip, would require that 
every fource of evidence fiiould be e^^plorecf, 
and laid open to the judges j for by fuch 
means ONLY could an honourable acquit¬ 
tal be produced* But thofe who confidered 
not the HONOUR of their friend, but the im¬ 
punity of his PER SON, and the preserva¬ 
tion of his ill-acquired wealth, would 
wifh to keep back every particle ot% evi¬ 
dence that might thrpw light upon the caufe. 
Againff fuch friends of Mr, Ha/lings the 
Managers had to contend j and from the 
mouths of fuc^i men were they to endeavour 
to draw forth truth. 

Having premifed this, he obferved, that 
the defence fet up to the fecond charge by 
Mr. Haffings himfelf and his '^friends, both 
in Parliament and out of it, refted en¬ 
tirely 'upon- the plea of necessity.-- 
The fei?ure of ihe treafures and jaghires 
of tfie Begums could not be defended 
by fuch a plea; becaufe the prifoner' wa.s 
not obliged by neceffity to commit this 
aft of injoffice; on the centrary, that ne- 
cefiity, whatever might be its degree bpon 
which he reffed his defence, was the ^confe- 
quence of his own malverfation, and there¬ 
fore it ill became him to urge one crime by¬ 
way of juftilylng another. The great fource 
of all the evils that had befallen the county 
of Oude, was in the refolutlon the Governor- 
General had formed to make the Nabob take 
the temporary brigade into his pay ; to thla 
meafure might be aferibed and traced all the 
fubfequent calamities and diffreffes of thatl. 


In 


* Mr. Adam was up three hours and an half, and was heard-with great attention, 
niany parts he deferved it. In parts there was a violence liberal men do not love. 

The Commons were more numerous than ufuaL 'Die female part of the. audience were in 
Sreatcr numbers tiian have lately been feen. i > ' 
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id Its Sovereign. The fums ne- 
the fupport of fuch a body of 
were too great for the trcafury of 
Oudeto bear^ and the confequence of their 
being kept up was, that the Nabob was 
daily contracting debts, which he had no 
profpeCt that he would ever be able to dlf- 
charge. The Prince was fully aware of 
this, and frequently endeavoured to get rid 
of the expence by fending away the brigade; 
but he found he was not the matter of his 
own treafure, or the foverpign of h\s domi¬ 
nions ; for Mr. Haftings had can fed it to . 
be fignlfied to him, that the Council at 
-Calcutta, and not the Nabob, tliould jiidp 
of the expediency of withdrawing the bri¬ 
gade. It was evident, therefore, that as the 
necefTity which Mr. Haftings urged in his 
' defence was founded in the difordered Itate 
of the Nabob’s finances, and as that difor¬ 
dered flate was produced by Mr, Haftings 
himfelf, the necefTity which he pleaded In 
his junification was created by himfelf, and 
«onfequently inadmiffible as an anfvver to a 
criminal charge. 

Another ground of defence was, that the ar¬ 
ticle in the treaty of Chunar, by which the pvi- 
foner confented that the Nabob fhould feize the 
lands of'his mother and grandmother, was 
barely permiffive, and by no means imperative. 
Jle would contend, that though this were 
edmitted, the prifoner would not appear the 
lefs criminal j for as the Englifh Government 
was folemnly pledged to maintain the Prin- 
ceffes in the pofTeffion of thofe eftates, it 
Was no lefs a breach of duty In the^ head of 
that government to permit than to command 
an adl that amounted to a violation of the 
treaty to which the Englifli were guarantees. 
Our jullice ought not to fuffer us to violate 
that treaty ourfelves j our honour, was In- 
terefled in preventing another from doing it. 
But the., truth was, that the treaty was vio¬ 
lated under the authority, nay by the row- 
mand.f of the prifoner ; for by repeated mef- 
fages and injunctions.^ and under menaces of 
a dreadful refponfibility,” he urged the 
Kefident to a completion of the barbarous 
of fpolling the Princeffes by the hand of 
their own fon j and well knowing that fuch 
an adf would probajbly be refifled, he ordered 
the Refident to ufe the Britijh troops under 
bis direddion for that purpofcj and offered 
the afhrtance of further forces, urging the 
execution in the following peremptory terms : 
You yourfelf muft be pcrfonally prefent — 
You muft notallow any negociation or 
forbearance j but muft profecute both 
. “ farvices, until, the Begums (the Princeffes) 
‘‘ are at the entire mercy of the Nabob.”— 
Their Lordfhipsliad heard yefterday, frpm 
the authority of-tha Refident’s Jptter, tliat 


the Nabob, fo far frona having been a ii/TJS 
inftrument In the hand of the prifoner, 
thrown all polTibie delay in the way of the 
meafure; and when at laft he lent his name 
and couritenance to it, he declared and pro- 
tefted that he did fo by compuljon. 

The prifoner could not throw the blame of 
this meafure on the Refident j for the meafure 
was fo far from originating with the latter, 
that he incurred the difpleafure of Mr. Haft¬ 
ings for having allowed the Nabob two days 
to confider of the part that he fhould take. 
The Refident was fo much a creature of the 
Goverrior-General, that was ready to fay 
or to unfay, to reprefent fairly, or to mifre- 
prefent, juft at the will and pleafure of his 
principal. This appeared manifeft from the 
following letter, written by Mr. Middleton, 
the Refident, on the 30th of December 1781, 
fome few days after he had informed him ' 
that orders had been iftued for feizing the 
eftates of the PrincelTes, and that the Nabob 
had at length agreed to take an aflive part in 
the bufinefs, though under a proteft that h« 
a<fted by compullion. 

“ My dear Sir, 

“ I have this day anfwered your public 
letter, in the form you feem to expe<ft: ^ 
hope there is nothing in it that may ap- 
“ pear to you too pointed. If you with the 
“ matter to be otherwife underftood than I 
“ have taken up and dated it, I need net 
“ fay I /hall be ready to conform to whatever 
“ you may preferibe, and to take upon my- 
“ felf any fhare of the blame of the “ hi- 
“ therto” non-performance of the ftipula- 
“ tions made on behalf of the Nabob,— 

‘‘ Though I do affure you I myfelf repre- 
“ fented to his Excellency and the Minifters, 

“ conceiving it to be your defire, that tli« 

“ apparent afTumption of the reins of his 
“ government, for in that light he undoubt-, 

“ edly confidered it at the firft vievy, as fpe- 
“ clfied in the agreement executed by him, 
was not meant to fully and literally en- 
forced j but it was neceflhry you fhould 
“ have fomething to flicw on your fide, as 
the Company were deprived of a benefit, 
without a requital j and upon the faith of 
this afTurance alone, I believe I may fafely 
“ affirm his Excellency’s objeftions to fign- 
“ ing the treaty were given up. If I have 
“ underftood the matter wrong, or mifeon- 
ceived your defign, I am truly forry for 
“ it 3 however, it is not too late to correCi the 
error, and I am ready to undertake, andf 
God •willing, to carry through, •whatever you 
may, on receipt of my public letter* tell me 
is your final refolveC' 

From fuch a letter their Lordfhlps muft 
be convinced, that the Refident was too 
much devoted to the prifoner to do any thing 
“ir that 


he thought vvould dilpleafc hhn—too 
nWth in awe of him to dare to execute any 
mcafure of ftate without his knowledge 
-( 5 r command* Fortunately for the caufe of 
public jufticc, Mr. Haftifigs had quarrelled 
with Mr. Middleton, and that quarrel had 
brought to light the dark tranfailiohs in 
Oude, which otherwife would perhaps never 
have feen the day. But unfortunately for 
Mr. Ballings, the quarrel was not occafioned 
by the wrath of that gentleman, in finding 
that Mr. Middleton had exceeded his orders, 
but, on the contrary^ that he liad not rigo- 
roufiy fulfilled thefe liarlh and fevere injunc¬ 
tions, ‘‘ that he 0^'buld not allows any nego- 

elation or forbearance j'' and Mr. Mid¬ 
dleton was guilty of the heinous crime of 
allowing the Nabob two vjhoh days to confi- 
dcr whether he would take an a«^ive part in 
plundering his parents. It would have been 
happy for this country that the whole condud 
of the Refident had been as irreprehenfible 
as this part of it. 

That the treaty by which we were bound 
to prote* 5 l the Begums was underfiood by the 
Company to be a facred obligation upon our 
faith and upon our honour, appeared from 
letter written by the Court of Dire<ilors, 
immediately after they had learned that the 
Pvincefics had been fpoiledof their property : 
they Bated in that letter, that as we were 
undoubtedly bound to maintain to the Be¬ 
gums the pofieffion of the jaghires, they 
trufled that the guilt of thefe ladies was as 
clear as day, and a. matter of public noto¬ 
riety in the country, becaufe if it. were other- 
wife, our national honour wouitl receive a 
wound which could never be healed. But fo 
far was that guilt from, being a matter of 
notoriety, that it was not known at all, that 
it never was proved 5 nay, that it had not 
been fo much as urged as a rcafon for the 
refumption of the jaghires ; for when it was 
refolvcd tiiat fuch a nieafurc IhoulcI be adopt¬ 
ed, it was reprefented as part of a general 
fyllem of policy, and not as a punifhment 
infiided on the Princefies for crimes com¬ 
mitted by them. It was reprefented to them, 
that the Nabob intended, for reafons of Bate, 
to refume all the jaghires in' his dominions, 
and the jaghires of the PrincelTes of courfe, 
as part of them. Here Vas no mention of 
guilt, or of fo much as a fufpicion of it. The 
truth of the bufinefs was, that Mr. Hafi;- 
ings, difappointed in his hopes of getting 
pofiefiion of Cheyt Sing's treafures in the 
Fort of Bidjegur, the army having divided 
them among themfelves, began to conlider 
where he could get money. Sir BJijah Impey 
law him at tliat time, and faicl that he had 
never feen “ his great mind in fuch dlftrefs.” 
^ he treafures and jajjhire .of the Begum* 


held out the profpeft of a plentiful 
and he refolvcd to avail himfeif of 
preifed the Nabob to clifeharge his debt*fco/l4^ 
Company : that P» ince pleaded inability : 
^r, Haftings pointoi'l out the jaghires of hi# 
parents ; the Nabob faid he had retrenched 
even from the delicacies of his table, and 
from the number of elephants, &c. in his 
Babies, and had done every thing to dimU 
nilh his expences and produce favings j but 
over the jaghires of his parents be faid ha 
had rito power nor authority : Mr. Ballings 
infilled that he fiiould refume them, and 
jullined the meafure by the plea of necejjity» 
This was the plea of Ba^fhot-Haath ^—A 
highwayman might fay, I want money| 
and mull have it.’' He might Hop a traveller, 
but difiippolnted of his booty, by not find¬ 
ing any money upon him, he might fay toi 
himfeif, “ Is there no hoofc in the neigh¬ 
bourhood t.hat I may break epen ? Ar« 
tlierc no rich old ladies whom I may plunder ? 

I am in want of money > it is abfoiutely 
necefiary to me j and therefore neceiBty 
being above all law, i mull have money at 
all events.^" 

The Nabob was fo far from having been a 
willing inflrument in the haitds of the Go¬ 
vernor-General on this occafion, that everk 
after he feized the jaghires, IvJ begged ho 
might be at liberty to rellorothem. But on 
that head Mr. Hufiings had written to tho 
Refident, If the Nabob ihall ewr to 
rellore their jaghires to them, or give 
them any property in land, you mufl rc- 
“ monllrate In the llrongefl terms again/l it. 
‘‘ 7ou mujl PERMIT f(4cf3 an event to taka 

“ places until this government /hall havo 
received information of it, and fhall havo 
“ time to interpofe its inftucnce for thepre-^. 

“ v^ntion of it," 

'I-b© difirelies brought upon the family of 
Nabob Sujah ul Dowlah, in confe--! 
queneb of the feizure of the Begmps’ jag¬ 
hires, which deprived‘thefe PrincelTes of th<* 
means of maintaining their oif'sprlng and 
the ladies and officers of their houfiiolds, wertj 
great beyond exprelBon. Some idea of them 
might he formed from the following accounts 
©f them fent to the Refident, by Captain 
L^ionardf Jnques, who ccniin»mded t'ttc 
on duty, for the purpofe of di/lrelTmg the?, 
women in the palaces of Fyzabad, 

The women belonging to the Khord 
‘‘ Mohul, Of ieller palace, qomp'ain of their 
“ being in want of every neceffary of life, 
and are at tail driven to chat defperation, 
‘‘ that they at night get on the to}> of tlK-' 
“ Zenati'i, rr.ake a great dillurbance, and 
‘‘ lail night, not only alarmed the fentinela 
poBcd in c 4 ie garden,^ but threw dirt at 
them : they threatened to tiirov.: them- 
F z 9 fvdvcj; 





[ 56 ] 


[elves^f)trom the walls of the Zenana, and 
I tV break out of it. Humanity ob- 
^Tno to acquaint you of this matter, 
■^hd to requelt to know if you have any 
“ directions to give me concerning it. X 
“ ulfo beg leave to acquaint you, that I fent 
“ for Littafit,Ally Khan, the Cojah, who has 
the charge of them, and who informs me 
“ it is Well grounded, that they have fold 
“ every thing they had, even to the cloatbs fi'sm 
** their hacks,^ and have now no means of fuh- 
«Jfiingr 

This letter was written on the 6th of 
March 1782,5 but the diilrelTes of thefe wo¬ 
men grew fo urgent pn the night of that fame 
day, that Capt. Jaques wrote again the fol¬ 
lowing day to the fame Refident in the fol¬ 
lowing words “ I beg leave to addrefs you 
again concerning the women in the Khord 
Mohul j their behaviour laft night was fo 
“ furious, that there feemed the greateft pro- 
“ bability of their proceeding to the utmoft 
extremities \ and that they would either 
throw themfelves from the or force 

open the doors of the Zenana (the women’s 
apartments). I have made every enquiry 
“ concerning the caufe of tlieir complaints, 
“ and find, from Littafit Ally Klian, that 
they are in a flawing condition, having fold 
all their cloaths end necejfaries ; and now 
have not wherewithal to fupport nature. 
And as my infli uClions are quite lilent on 
this head, I /hould be glad to know how 
to proceed in cafe they were to force the 
doors of the Zenana, as I fufpeCl: it will 
<‘ happen, Ihould npt-fubfiflence be very 
“ quickly fent to them.” 

Thefe humane letters produced little ef- 
feft; for, on the 30th of OClober following, 
Major Gilpin, who had fucceeded Captain 
Jaques in the command of the troops of 
Fyzabad, wrote as follows to the Refi- 
<lent. 

“ Laft night, about eight o’clockj the 
“ women in the Khord Mohul, or Zenana, 
“ under the charge of Littafit Ally Khan, 
“ afilmbled on the tops of the buildings, 
** crying in a vipjl lamentable manner for food 
that for the lajlfour days they had got but a 
very fcanty allowance, and that yejierday 
they had got none.'—^The melancholy cries 
“ of famine are more eafily irnagiaed than 
“ deferibed j and, from their reprefenta- 
“ tions, I fear the Nabob’s agents for that 
“ bufinefs are very inattentive : I therefore 
“ think it requifite to make you acquainted 
“ with thefe circuniftapces, that his Excel- 
“ lency the Nabob rpay caufe bis agents to 
“ be more circunifpeCl in their conduCl to- 
wards thefe poor uphappy women.” 

This letter was not more effe^u^i than t][ic 


others j for the women and~chlldren of 
late Sovereign, father of the reigning Prirl 
continuing expofed to frequent want oX com - 
rnon neceflaries, of life, and being forely 
prelfed by famine, they were compelled to 
break through all the principles of local de« 
corum and referve, which conftitute the dig¬ 
nity of the female fex In that part of tlie 
world j and after great clamour and violent 
attempts, for one whole day, to break the 
inclofure of the palace, and force their way 
into the public market, in order to move the 
compafllon of the people, and to beg their 
bread *, and on the next day they a^ually 
proceeded to the extremity of expofing them¬ 
felves to public view—an extremity, imply¬ 
ing the loweft ftate of difgrace and degrada¬ 
tion 5 to avoid which many women in Indi^ 
have laid violent hands upon themfelves.— 
And they proceeded to the public market¬ 
place, with the f awing children of the late 
Sovereign, the brothers and fifters of thf 
reigning Prince,—This appeared from a mi¬ 
nute account written to tlie Refident at Luck¬ 
now, by the perfon appointed to convey in¬ 
telligence to him from Fyzabad an account 
containing matters highly difgraceful to the 
honour, juftice, and humimity of the Bn, 
tilh nqtion. 

Here Mr. Pelham read the following ac¬ 
count 

“ The ladies, their attendants, and 
“ vants, were ftill as clamorous as laft night, 
“ I.ittafit, the Daroga, went to them, and, 
“ remonftrated with them on the impro- 
“ priety of their condu<ft ; at the fame time 
“ aflu ring them, that in a few days all their 
“ allowances would be paid j and fiiould that 
“ not be tlie cafe, h e would advance them 
“ ten days fubfiftence, upon condition that 
“ they returned to their habitation. None 
“ of them, however, confented to his pro- 
“ pofaj, butV/cre ftill ihtent upon making 
“ thplr efcape through the Bazar (the mar- 
“ ket-place) j and, in confequence, formed 
“ themfelves into a line, and arranged them- 
“ felves in the following order : the chil- 
“ dren in the front; behind them, the ladles 
“ of the feragJio; and beh'nd them again, 

“ their attendants j but their intentions were 

fruftrated by the oppofition which they 
“ met from Littafit’s fepoys. 

The next day Littafit went twice to th« 

“ women, and ufed his endeavours to make 
“ them return into the Zenana, promifing 
“ to advance them ten thoufand rupees, 

‘‘ which, upon the money paid down, they 
“ agreed to comply with. But night coming 
“ on, nolliing tranf[>ired. 

“ On the day following their clamours 

were more, violent rlian ufual. Littafit went 
“ to confer with them upon the bnfinefs of 
fir} ' yefter- 


Irkay, offering the fame terms. De- 
*kng upon the fidelity of his promifes, 
«o/irented to return to their a}>art^ 
'ments, which they accordingly did, ex- 
cept two or three of the ladies, and moft 
of their attendants. Littafit vvent then to 
riofimund Ally Khan, to confult with 
him upon what means they Ihould take. 

** They came to a refolution of driving them 
‘‘ in by force; and gave orders to their fe- 
“ poys to beat any one of tlie women who 
« Omuld attempt to move fomard. The 
“ fepoys conrequently” afiemblcd, and each 
‘‘ one being provided with a bludgeon, tl>ey 
drove them by dint of beating into the 
Zenana. The women feeing the treachery 
of Littafit, proceeded to throw ftones and 
bricks at the fepoys, and again attempted 
to get cut j but finding thar impoffibie, 
from the gates being fhut, they kept up a 
continual difehargeof fi:one$ and bricks till 
« about’'ten o’clock, mvUqA finding their 
fituation defperate, they retired into the 
**' Kung Mobul, and forced their way from 
**’ thence into the palace; and difperfed them- 
‘‘ felves about the houfe and garden. After 
tills, they weredefirous of^etting into the 
"^^eguni’s apartment ; but fhe being ap- 
prifcdof their intention, ordered her doors 
« to be Ihut. In the mean time, Littafit 
‘'t and Hoffmund Ally Khom pofied fentrks 
*.< to fcour the gates of the iefier Mohul, 
During the whole of this confii< 51 :, all Hie 
ladies and women remained expofed to 
“ the view of the fepoys. The Begum then 
fent for Littafit and Hofimund Ally Khan, 
whom Ihc feverely reprimanded, arid in- 
lifted upon knowing the caufe of this in- 
famous behEividur t they pleaded, in their 
« defence, the impofiibillty of helping it, as 
« the treatment the women had met with 
had been conformable to his Excellency 
the Vizier’s orders. The Begum alledged, 
that even admitting that the Nabob had 
« given thofe orders, they were by no means 
aiithorifed In this moment to kifgrace the 
family of Sujah ul Dowlah; and.fliould 
tb.ey not receive their allowance? for a day 
“ or two, it would be of no great moment; 

what was paflfed was now at an end ; 

« but that the Vizier ihould certainly be 
« acquainted with the whole of the alfair. 

‘‘ She then gave the children 400 rupees, £md 
difmiiTed them, and fent word by Jtirnrud 
and the other eunuchs, that if tho ladies 
f‘ would peaceably retire to their apartnients, 

4 ^ Littafit would fupply them with 3 pr490p 
“ rupees for their perfonal expences^j and 
recommended to them not to incur any 
further difgrace. I'lie ladles followed her 
** adyice, and about ten at night went back 
Sf to tlie Zenana. The next mprning th©«- 
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“ Begum waited upon the mother of 
ul Dowlah (the grandmother of the rej[gi 
“ Irig Prince) and related to her all the 
cumilancesorthe difturbancess the mother 
« of Sujah ul Dowlah returned for'aniVer, 

“ that after there being no accounts kept of 
“ CrorUt of revenues, file was not furprifed 
that the family of Sujah ul Dowlah, in 
their endeavours to procure a fubfi-ftence,, 

« fiiouid be obliged to expclethemfelves to 
the rneanelt of the people. After bev/ail** 

“ ing their misfortunes, and fliedding many 
tears, the Begum took her leave, add re- 
‘‘ turned hon^e.” 

This narrative of dlfirefs, occafioned by 
the poverty of the Nabob, and the fpoiling 
of his parents, both of which had their ri(b 
in the rapacity of the Governor-General, v/as 
lent to him on the 29th of jamiary follow¬ 
ing ; but he neither ordered any relief In con- 
fequence of it, or took ary notice whatfo- 
ever of the intcingcniic h-' find received on 
the fub-je^l. In his }>efen % indeed, be had . 
faid, that he was not bo.:' .1 toprote^: thefe < 
people; but if he had any Mvimaruty, he 
would have ufed his influence, which all- ■ 
powerful in Oude, to relieve the diflrefTes ( 
which he himfelf had occafioncd. . ■ 

y/ith this narrative, and fomt- few obfer- 
vations upon it, Mr. Pel’iam concluded a 
fpeeoh, winch he was three hoxirs in deli¬ 
vering, 

Mr. Sheridan rofe on the heels of Mr. Pel- 
h.:)m, and fitted an arrangement or two of „ 
order he fiiouid wifii to adopt, in the pro-, ' 

du^lion of evidence on the chasge now ' 

opened. 'Fhe more material point of his 
prppofed arrangement was to print, with the 
participation of the Prifoner’s Counfel, who ^ 
nodderl the whole of any volu-' } 

minpus*ti'a<Jf exhibited in evidence, as the 
Benar^a Narrative, &c .—hut only the parti- •. 
cuiir '/jioint, or pattial extraft, firiOly rele¬ 
vant, arid ciofely applying. 

Major SCOTT, 

was then called—and was examined chiefly 
by Mr. Sheridan;—yet not only by him, 
but by Mr. Fox, Mr. Burke, and Mrv ;; 
Adam. i 

The Peers who propofed each two quef- 
tions were, Lord Stanhope, Lord Derby-, :! 
Lord Stormont, Lord Portchefter, ,and Lord ;■ 
Loughborough, f 

The printed anfwer to tlie Benares charge 
was fhewn to the Major, to .prove it was • 
written by Mf. Hafiings, _ 

His evidence went to prove it was written 
by Mr. Hallied— That-Mr. Hafiings miglit ]t 
fee or hear it, though ;> « •U.v.iy the ntojl curfery^ 
the night beforeTt was to be doUvoieci—ahd 
that, before it was delivered to the Houfi^ 

.... :Jevaal pafiages were add^, and ftiU exill on f 
^ ^ ' th« ■ 
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lAfpy-t In the hand-writing of Mr^ 


„5 additions Mr. Ha/lings did not, 
..V could not fee them 5 and thefe 
additions include arguments thought molt 
exceptionable. The Ipecihc pages, as 13? 
34, &c. of the o(ftavo, were thus noted by 
him with a pen and ink. 

Major Scott further proved—That it was 
not only in the Benares charge that fuch a re¬ 
paration was to be made—but in every charge 
except two, the anfwers were fuppl.ed, i« 

the hurry of thefvc or ftx days pfefiribedy by 
various friends of Mr. Hallings. 

Thefe friends are as follow \ 

Mr. Shore, one of the Supicnie Council, 
Mr^ David Anderfon, 

Major Gilpin,' 

Mr. Baber, 

Mr. Middleton, 

Mr. Martin, 

•Mr. Benn, 

Major Scott himfelf, 

with Mr. Halhed, before-mentioned as the 
writer of the Benares charge. 

Thefe, with' other gentlemen, friendly 
enough thus to communicate, had furnilhed 
the anfwers to all the 17. charges. 

The two exceptions were, the anfwers to 
theRohllla war—and the King’s tribute.— 
Tliefe, as then being the queftions thought to 
hear the moji Jlrefs^ were anfwered by Mr. 
Hallings himfelf!—To tliefe he alfo added 
tile General introdudion. 

Before this evidence w’-as thus detailed, 
there was a fhort altercation on its introduc¬ 
tion y and the Counfcl of Mr. Hallings ai - 
gued very fuccefstully this undeniable plea 
That in a criminal profecutlon, it is tlie 
right, according to all legal policy and hu- 
mane expediency, of every perlon crimi- 
nally charged, to review any declaration or 
confeffion that may have efcaped him j 
and in any mode of mitigation, if he can, 
to illuflrate and explain ;•—with the aid, 
collateral or dired, of all thofe motives, 
whether of faCl or argument, which might 
have induced him fo to deliberate, or fo 
“ to do.” 

Mr. Law well referred to the cafes of Sel- 
den and Sir J. Elliot. Mr. Plumnu-r ufed 
dexteroufxy the fomiliar inllance of confef- 
ijGus before a Juflice of the Peace 5 and Mv. 
Pallas was following at a good rate, when he 
was Hopped in the bell way, by tlie point 
being carried. 

, . Tlie clock was near fix, when the Court 
adjourned 


Sixteenth Day. 

Thursday, April 17. 

The Peers alTembled at the ufual hour. 
Mr. Sheridan informed the Court, that the 
firft evidence whom it was propofed to call 
on, was 

Mr. HOLT, 

a gentleman who had been long Refident In 
the Province of Oude 5 and whofe evidence, 
from his othcial fituation^ would'apply to 
fome other charges befide that which was 
now to be proved. 

The Counfei for Mr. Plaftings defired to 
know to which of the future charges the evi¬ 
dence of Mr. Holt was to be applied. 

Mr. Sheridan anfwered, that in a bufinefs 
fo complicated, and of which the parts wei^ 
fo intimately interwoven with each other, it 
was not poffiblc to afesvtain in'what part of 
the bufinefs any fpeciuc evidence might be 
deemed necclTary to the profecucion, 

Mr. Holt was called— 

His evidence in part applying to this charge, 
and to another.—If there was fome fmall ir¬ 
regularity in this mode, it was none but what 
humanecxpedience would approve *, for other- 
wife Mr- liolt, who is a iifeful fervant of 
India Company, would have lofb his voyage. 

Mr. Holt was an afliftant to Mr. Middle- 
ton and Mr. Briflow', when Refidents at 
Oude j and he was called to exhibit what 
teHimony he could, as to the dijorJers cf 
Lucknow—and how far they were or were 
not conceivable to cxill, with the cognisance 
of Mr. Hallings. 

For this purpofe he was examined, not 
only as to fadls, but opinions—what, on 
certain topics, was the rumour, and the fup- 
pofed rumour, among the people ? 

This Mr. Burke and Mr. Sheridan, in few 
words, mantained to be expedient, and very 
potently applying : Mr. Law, in W'ords 
yet more few, obferved to be new doHrine. 
as to evidence, but which he admitted ; 
claiming only a reciprocal right to advanc® 
on heariay, in his turn. 

Mr. Sheridan, in the outfet, called on Mr, 
Holt for a narrative of the country j its po¬ 
litical and j>hyfical circumHances. 

Mr. Holt v.ry neatly waved his attempt of 
fuch a talk*,—as in a country hkc that, as 
Inrge as our ifland, he might eafily want 
words at Hall, if not fentiments, to expa¬ 
tiate. He begged therefore the Hon. Ma¬ 
nager to break the mafs of his general en¬ 
quiry into particular queftions, wnich 
would try to anl'wer as w'ell as he could. 


The auditory were rather Jefs. numerous, and rather more unquiet, from colds and 
ccncihs, than cvef'JVQ heard before.—Peere/fes were few 3 and the Commons not hity, 
paH tlwceo’clock—v-'hen, by the luckleAl they can>c in great numbers. ^ 

l%0 '' ' 



I |the courfe of this examination, he 
the local dlftrefles to have arifen from 
ftil^nce of bad fealbns, and unfavotir- 
_ ^government—That clferc had been re- 
milTions of tribute—That In refpebl to pu- 
ni/hments, feme were corporal, with a thong 
—That imprifonment vt^as in forts, and In 
open (Ijuares, inciofed with bamboo canes.— 
I’hat the fun might happen to be unpleafant 
—That he had heard Col. Hannay died worth 
30 lacks, or 30O5OO0J.—That he had heard 
nioft of the money was remitted to Calcutta, 
fome in gold porfes, fome in other forms — 
That the peopfT'of that country fometlmes 
fold their children—which had been attempt¬ 
ed to be flopped. 

The great obje^f attempted, by addu¬ 
cing the evidence of Mr. Kelt, feemed to be, 
to prove the influence which Mr. Haflings 
held over the Nabob. How far this was 
proved, it is not for us to fay—for us to de¬ 
termine. 

It appeared, hov/ever, on the crofs-exa- 
mination of Mr. Holt by Mr. Law, as 
Ccunfel for the defendant, that if the police 
in many of the towns was bad, it was not 
Mr. Haftings who prevented any of the pro- 
proceedings of the Courts—That as to 
indbrec^l interference^ it was iifual for the Re- 
fidents occafionally to interfere in the Na¬ 
bob’s government.—That the taxes were 
always collebled under an Aumeel giving 
direftions to a military force—That Major 
O/borne had been employed on this duty ,• 
but that no complaints had been, or could 
be, made againflhls condu«!l in that duty.-— 
That Dodfor Thomas, who had a falary from 
Government, was the furgeonto the Vizier; 
and a great favourite with him, on .account 
of that Jkiil the Vizier had found neceflTary to 
have recoiirfe to. 

Mr. Holt was examined—re-examined— 
crofs-examined —and re-crofs-examined, for 
the fpace of Jive hours! by MeiTrs. Sheri¬ 
dan, Burke, Adam, and one queflion was 
ventured on by Major Pelham ;—Then, on 
the other fide, by Mr. Law and Mr. Plum¬ 
mer—through every part of which he fpoke 
witli plainnefs, p'recilion, and diftlngulflied 
good lienfe. ' 

The Court put different queflions to Mr. 
Holt, on theTubjeft of finding out the know- 
fedge which Mr, flaftlngs might have of dif¬ 
ferent tranfa 61 Ions j but which was not 
■ proved in the affirmative. 

Mr. Holt, in the courfc of his evidence, 
gave a very curious defcriptlon of the Na¬ 
bob’s cavalry.—their uniforms being fre¬ 
quently coats without ffeeves, and fleeves 
ft wed to half a fhiTt. 

Mr. Burke made fome obfervations on the 
Defence delivered in by Mr. Ilaffings as his, 



own. He declared “ he now knew r 
“ to call it:—^whether his legitimate 
“ natural child:—whether it was In 
“ adoption ; or, whether it had been tied at 
“ his knocker^ and fathered by him out of 
“ ■ charity!” 

In the couife of the various dlfcuflion* 
which arofe from the obje<fi:ions of Mr* 
Haflirigs’s Counfei, the Lord Chr..^cellor con¬ 
cluded an obfervation, by faying,'’' “ that h© 
“ felt himfeif refponflble to that High Courts 
“ for eveiy opinion he fhould deliver, an<l 

for every other part of his condinff.”—Mr* 
Burke replied, by admitting the refponfibi- 
lity : but declared, at the fame time, that 
the Managers of the Houfe of Commons, frenm . 
the whole of his Lordfhip’s conduiSl, had felt 
the mofl psrfeft fatisfadlion. 

At five o’clock, the evidence of Mr, 
Holt being concluded, the Court ad¬ 
journed. 
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SeventeenI-ii Dav. 

Tuesday, Aprii- 

The Court being met foon after twelve 
o’clock, Mr. Burke ftated, that Mr. Holt 
not being on his departure to India, it wa» 
wiflied to have him called again, for his an- 
fwer to a few queftions. The queffions 
would be very few, Mr. Burke faid—but very 
important. 

TheCounfelof Mr. Haftings not oppofing^ 
and the Chancellor nodding confent, Mr. 
Holt re-appcared. 

He was examined by Mr. Burke—-he 
was crofs-examined by Mr, Law—in a man¬ 
ner to each examiner equally reputable; 
both for pertinence of drift, and psifpicuity 
of expreflion. ; 

The leading points illuffrated by his evi¬ 
dence was, that in Oude there was fome 
locabyefii'alnts on th^ commerce and manu¬ 
facture of the country—That Mr. Scott bad 
a monopoly of cloth—but that the propofed 
gain, from thefe reftrI<Slions, was veiled in 
the treafiiry of the Company. 

This evidence Mr. Holt gave with perfect 
fairnefs and ready intelligence—anfwering 
very neatly, not only the Manager and the 
Counfei, but Lord Portchefter, Lord Suffolk, 
Lord Kinnaird, and Lord Stanhope, to a 
quelllon or two from each. 

Colonel Hannay’s fortune was again men¬ 
tioned by Mr. Burke—and Mr. Holt having 
faid from hearfay, that perhaps eight or ten 
people might have told him, in cafunl talk, 
that Mr. Kannay’s fortune was rumoured at^ 
30 lacks of rupees, he was alked, whether^ 
he fuppofed thofe eight cr ten people were ^ 
tlie only people wlio fo talked of the lu- ; 
mpur in quelllon ? ^ 
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^ clofe oi* this examination, Mr» 
.itfjoneci^ that he had been libelled 
Corning ,Heraid, ajid requeued the 
of the Comt. 

^ Lord Chapecilor told him, that the 
Court could not at that time, and in that 
place, take his complaint intoconfideration. 

Ml. Sheridan then obferved, that the dc- 
<tef rSn wtdeh the evidence was to 1 k?vc been 
brought forward had been in fbmc degree 
deranged by the necefftty of bringing i’orw^rd 
id an early iftage the whole of thec’ dcnce 
of Mr. Holt- That neceffity, howevety be¬ 
ing done away, it was the intenuou of tlte 
llianagers to proceed in futuvo in the triofi: 
regular form —“for this purpofe it vi/as ne- 
cefiTury to Aiefire, tliat the anfwer to the- 
pi’efont charge delivered m to their Lordlhips 
by Mr- Haftings (hould now be read. 

When this defence, which occupied near 
two hours, was conciuded, Mr- Sheridan 
rofe to afTurs their Lordfhips, that there was 
not a Aatcment in .that anfwer which'was 
ilviaiy accordant with the fadfs, nor one 
tending to'the j unification of Mr. Haitings 
which,' as the Managers trufted, they could 
not fully difprpve i 

Several letters were then read, extracted 
from the Confultaiions-r to, prcA’e from the 
language of Mr* Hailings himfclf the high 
dignity and refpedf due to the Piincefe of 
Oude- Some letters from. Sir fihjah Impey 
to Lord Rochford, the then Secretary of 
State, were produced to the fame cfie<^ 5^ 
and the late Chief Jufiiofof Bengal hirnfelf 
was alfo called to- efiabii/h the fame prepo- 
fjtions. Sir lUijah admitted'very iuUy, that 
1101 King could be more laeved than, tircchn- 
raclerof a woman, nor rnore venerabk than 
that oC a mother, in Indlav *1 heir inviola¬ 
ble modefiy had been reg^d In 
Code for eitablifliing th® Lngliih iiw.s,,whi^ii 
difpenfed with their appearance in Cphrts of 
juftice. He was,convinced of the prOFrifity 
of this dlfpenfation, by the only iriftance 
which had met his experience—~A vvbman 
had- been tried for adultery 5 ihe was honour¬ 
ably acquitted, and tTC>atcd with c\'Crry mark 
of iclpedl' 5 yet fuch was her fenie'- of a 
public oihibition of her perfon, that her 
ftdiugs preyed upon her heart until fhe put 
an end to her exillencc* 

Mr, Burke, after obferving that it was 
highly necefiiiry to prove the rer]>eaabliity of 
thofe principles, v;ith the confuquent deli¬ 
cacy of their feelings, as fome attempts had 
been made to depreciate their title to difiinc^ 
s* tioiv—‘proceeded to fiatc the fenfe of pevlbns 
in general, profelTing the Mahometan reli¬ 
gion, with refpeff to the veneration due to 
the parental chara<il:er- He quoted for this 
purpofe fome pa/^age8 from the ueatife pub- 
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Killed by Demetrius Cantemir, Kic M 
man Prince and Priell; of Moldavia, 
raining a feries of hiftorical comments 
the text of the Koran. 

1 ‘he CounfeJ for Mr. Haftings objeffed td 
this evidence. The re^veries ff’prlcjls^ Mr* 
Law faid, were neixher relevant on the oq- 
calion, nor a proof in any degree applicable 
in a Court of Criminal Jullice. 

Mr. Burke replied, that whatever might 
be faid refpe<^Bng the reveries of priejls, they 
were fully as valuable as the waking dreams 
of fume learned gentlemen.—-tie profeffed 
lumfell never to have underllood, that tbo 
hifioricnl evidence might be hiadnulTible ai 
to particular it fiiould be olqeaed to 
as a proof of local cufiom.—Mr. Sheridan 
added, that if Prince Cantemir would not, 
he trufied that Mr. Jufiice Bulkr might be 
believed-.—When the laugh excited by this 
whinijical aJJ'oeiutlon. had lubfided^ AXr. She- 
lidan quoted a paffage from Mr. Bullet t 
Law of ,N//r to prove that fuch 

hiftorical palfages were to be allowed in 
proof, as to matters of local ufage. 

The Clerk tlicn proceeded to read the 
following anigng other extradVs i— 

VALIDE SULTANA. 

‘‘ This name is appropriated to the mother' 
“ of the reigning Sultan; and fiie cannot 
“ be fo called before her fon is arrived to the 
Imperial dignity, or alter his depohtion $ 
becaul'e hene but Mahmud T'atih and 
“ Selim Yauvu2 have happened to mount 
“ the throne in tlreir father’s life-time.-— 
'Lhc Sultans have always^ treated their 
mothers with great refpe<ff, In complianc* 
with tlie divine precepts, and thofe of tha 
Koran. They can not, only introduce 
and cliange many things at pleafure in tha 
« Seraglio, but alio the Suhan is forbid by 
“ the laws to lie with any of the women 
‘‘ kept there, without his mama’s confent. 
44 Everyday, during the Feaft of Bairam, 
« the Sultan-mother ^xeknt^ sibmutifulwr-^ 
“ gin^ well educated, riclily dreffed, and 
adorned with precious ftones, forherfon’s 
ufe: and though the Vizier, and the reft: 
« of the Bafhaws, fend, among othisr things, 
young virgins for prefents to the Bmperor, 
<< yet he touches none of them bu|’ what Is 
‘‘ brought by his mama. If the Sultan has 
a mind to chufe a concubine unknown to 
Ilia mother, he may indeed do it v^ithout 
oppofition ; but he is reckoned to qd 
contrary to the rules of the Seraglio, and 
^ againft his mother''s honour ! Very often, 
“ the Sultan communicates to his mother 
« the affairs of date, as Sultan Mahomet ia 
“ known to have done; and fometimes fh^ 
“ iiai conferences with the Vizier and Mufti, 
V under a veil, that ftio may not be feen, 
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^ jafid recorntnends to tfiem falthfulnefs to 
^Vherfpn, Whenever Hie is fitk, theH^- 
J^^m-^ffeiidi, or Chief Phyfician, is brought 
51^ into her bedchamber, bbt he fpeap to her 
“ through A veil hung^ rotund her bed j and 
“ if he rnuft feel her pulfe, it is through A 
“ piece of fine lineh cart oVcr her arm ; for it 
^ ** is reckoned as unlawful for any man to 
** fee the Sultana fick or in health.” 

The extract being read, Mr. Burke aflured 
the Court, it only went to prove the refpect 
which children felt for their parents, and the 
fanftjty in which women were held in that 
country. 

I'his being over, the next witnefs called 
was 

Major BROWN. 

Examined by Mr. Sheridj^n, 

He depofed—That he was the Englilh 
Refident, and well acquainted with Delhi— 
Tiiat the Begums were perfons of high 
rank, and refpe<f^ed accordingly^ but ima¬ 
gined that a removal from a Zenana in a 
manner becoming her rank, would not have 
been held difgraceful. 

On his crofs-examination by Mr. Plum¬ 
mer, and on being afkcd as to the charader 
Hartings, he declared, in ail parts 
of the country in which he had been, he was 
leckoned a man of high abilities and great 
ibarader ;—that all public men would occa- 
honaJJy be differently thought of, by thofe 
whom they did or did not ferve j but the 
general reputation of Mr. Hartings was very 
great.” 

Mr. GORING. 

Examined by Mr. Sheridan, 
Depofed, he was in India from the year 
Sixty to Sixty-nine, and then returned again 
afterwards. I'liat he had a power from the 
Supreme Council to remove the Begum, but 
which he never exercifed. That fhe had 
declared to him, that foonerthan the Nabob’s 
Zenana /hould have been entered, rtie would 
have put the a,oco women there confined to 
death, and deftroyed heifelf afterwards. 
That his powers he had at prefent by him,and 
that they were figned by the Secretary to the 
Supreme Council, confilting of Mr. Haflings, 
Clavering, Barwell, ancLMonfonj and that 
hs had looked at them fince he came to 
England. 

The lart witnefs called was 
Mr. STABLES. 

Examined by Mr. Sheridan. 

He Went into a hirtbry of the Political 
Proceedings in India, in whicK he had cp- 
poftd Mr. Hartings. T^iat oppofition is 
fufficiently known—it wants not further 
elucidation. He referred frequently to mi¬ 
nutes i and on being alked by Mr, Burke, 
whether in government he thought Jeott 



agents neceffary, he declared, he thoi 
-i^but that fome people thought othdr’ 
At half part; five the CoUrt broke uj 


Eigh'Eeenth Day* 
Wednesday^ April 231 

The Managers ga'Ve a great deal of •written 
evidence this day, the reading of which took 
up the time of the’Court till half part four 
o’clock. It related to the dlfptrtes which had 
taken place between the Bow Begum and her 
fon, the Nabob Vizier, and the adjurtment 
of them by the treaty which, under the gua¬ 
rantee of the Company, fecured to lier the 
enjoyment of her lands and perfonaf ertates, 
after Ihe had agreed to pay 30 lacks of rupees 
to her fon, and tp cancel his bondj which the 
had for 26 lacks that rtie had lent to him. 

Evidence was next given of the diffatif- 
fartion of the elder Begum at the treatment 
which rtie and the children of her Ton, the 
late Nabob Sujah ul DoWlahj received from 
her grand fon, Afoph ul Dowlah, the reigns 
ing Nabob Vizier j her refolutlon to quit his 
dominions with all her Wealth, and go firft 
on a pilgrimage to Mecca, and afterwards to 
take up her refidence at the Court of Delhi, 
where the Great Mogul offefed her a fecure 
retreat t the alarm taken by Mr. Middleton^ 
the Englilh Refident at Oude, at fuch a re* 
folution, and the profpe^rt of her wealth be¬ 
ing carried out of the country : his negocia* 
tion with her to prevail upon her to give up 
her intention of finally quitting the country ; 
and, l^iftly, evidence was given of the treaty 
or engagement Into which he then entered^ 
and by which he pledged himfelf to certain 
fpecific terms,' which he engaged to procure 
for her from the Nabob.—From the negocia-, 
tion between Mr. Middleton and the elde 
Begum on that occafion, it appeared tha 
Ihe would not trurt to the words, or promifes 
or engagements, of her grandfon j and tha 
on no ocher condition whatever would fhe 
renounce her refolution of leaving Oude for* 
ever, but that of having the guarantee of 
the Company to the treaty which her grandfofi 
rtiould make with her, Mr. Middiefon de.» 
fired (he vvould fet down in writing the 
terms fhe wirtied for: Ihe complied, and 
Mr, Middleton figned an inrtrumenr bjr 
which he bound himfelf to procure it from* 
the Nabob.— Ihe Managers then produced 
a paper, which had for title, “ The Engage¬ 
ment under the Seal of the Nabob Afoph ul 
Dowlah Bahadre, and the Seal and Signature 
of Mr. Middleton,” I his paper contaiwed 
mort of the terms whiclt the B-efidem had 
pledged himfelf to procure for the Begum ; 
but there were fome variations of cOnfe- 
quence. After this paper liad been read, 

Mr. Sheridan obfeived, that ^Xr. Hartings 
j G - had 
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hi5 Defence, that he had forgot 
y W the tranfadtions alluded to in the 
and many he had never hca-d of 
till h« read them there j that he was Indebted 
to the rtcolledHon of Pt'ir. Middleton and 
otViers for the aflifiance they had given him 
in framing his anfwers to the feveral articles 
of the Charge, and that their evidence would 
throw new light tipon the fubje^f. Mi. 
Shei jdan faid, he had one remark to make 
on this, which was, tliat a man who could 
fee aiding and alTirting in ,drawing up the 
defence of the accufed, could not, properly 
fpeak'i-:^, Hu called the witnv^fa for the pro¬ 
secution, thiOuglv hfi ihovild be produced by 
•he Mana.^ers, Having preniifed this, he 
defired that Mr. Mkldleton might be called 
in. 

Mr, MIDDLETOK, 

Examined by Mr, S n z r nrA n . 

Mr. Sheridan made very nearly a /hort 
preliminary obfervation upon evidence : That 
“ he hoped in eveiy thing with which he 
“ troubled their Lordfhips, to be fomewhat 
efficier^t and y>rogreflive. That feme 
forms, no doubt, were indifpenhble, and 
none,probably more expedient than thofe 
of the Common Courts, But Itiil even 
« theie muft be relaxed, or perhaps aban- 
doned, if RCceflary, to produce Truth, and 
atchieve the leading puiT^fcs of juilice.'’ 
This general reftca’ion being clofed, with 
particular reference to the cafe of Mr. Mid- 
rilefoh-'-Mr. Law very dexterouay ‘‘waved 
any opinion on thequeftion inthc<*^r<af* 5 ?, 
« but laid he fnouW referv'e himfelf} and if 
any queftionablc point came up, he fhouid 
“then, but hoc till then, intrude on their 
Lordlhips, for the allowance, and aid they 
« might find fitting to grant him.” 

Mr. Sheridan’s firft interrogatories went 
to this eiTe'ft—That Mr. Middleton had been 
at Drapers’ HSH, and was examined two or 
three times“~“by the Agents and Counfel of 
Mr. Hafiings, 

On crpfs-examlnation from Mr. I^aw, it 
was alfo proved, « That Mr, Middleton liad 
been alfopu’evwufly examined “ by jhe other 
“ fidc'i both at the India Houfe and in the 
“ Committee j tliat he bad been often turn- 
“ ed out of the room, and once left in it 
“ with only Mr. Brands and a Ckrk ; tiiat 
*< -he had received liinguage tliat had intimi- 
“ dated liim—but what, he could not 
“ fpecify.” 

In regard to the printed Defence of Mr. 
Hallings, Mr. Middleton faid, “ he did not 
“ write any p.^.rticulav piirt'“~but merely 
“ jVbplitd fame hinn to Mujor Scott,” 

Mr. Law, In this Itagc of the curious ex¬ 
amination, With much maniinefs and difcie- 
ti^n, briery gave a Vindication of Profe^ 
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fional Honour—proving by teftlmorty, 
when it was thought proper for Mr, Mil 
dkton’s condua, to be direded by Counfel, 
lie (Mr. Law) and his colleagues in the 
caufe would no otherwife communicate with 
Mr. Middleton, than to tell him to ad^ 
vice el/ewhere. 

This explanation was clofed with much 
fathfadlion by a few words from Mr. She¬ 
ridan, “ in full acknowledgement of the 
“ learned Counfei’s perfect Iionour.” 

Mr. Middleton was. alked, if he had figncd 
any treaty, by which he had pledged himlelf 
to procure the elder Begum certain Ipeclfied 
terms from the Nabob ? He anfwerecf, that 
he had.—^Ke was alked, if be had any direijl: 
autliofity from the-Governor-Genera], or 
Council, for hgning fuch a treaty? He re¬ 
plied in the negative j but faid, at the fame 
time, that as he was fent into Oude to com- 
pofe fome differences between the Nabob and 
his mother, he thought that ip figoing the 
treaty above-mentioned he was afBing offi¬ 
cially,—He was afked, if he had figned the 
treaty a copy of which was produced, and 
purported to be under the feaiof the Nabob, 
and the leal and fignatureof Mr. Middleton ? 
[N. B. The-Nabob ndvev heonly/tfifto.-, 
He replied, that he did not recolkd /.—Had 
the Nabob fet his Teal to it ? iL did not re* 
—What bad he done to difcharge tin? 
obligation he had taken upon himfelf to 
procure for the Begum the terms wiuch ffie 
afked ? Hs did not ''‘ccoUcCl ,— Were thefe 
terms ever granted and fccured by treaty ? 
He did not Had any thing been 

done by him in confequence of his obliga¬ 
tion ? He did not rrco//«(^y.—Xdad the treaty 
which he was bound to procure entirely 
failed ? He did not recolUH j but he was 
rather inclined to think that it had, and that 
the inftrument which purpoi ted to be axi 
engago^nent fealed by the Nabob, atid fighed 
and fealed by himfelf (Mr. Middleton), was 
a c!r.ift of a treaty prepared lor figning, but 
not figned.—This pkper, it feems, had, no 
date; upon which Mr. Law, the Counfel 
for the, prifoner, afked him i f he had ever 
heard pf a treaty witliout-a Here- 

plied, that he had not. Upon this Mr. 
Sheridan atked him, if the conditional treaty 
which he acknowledgr.d he had li.gned with 
the Begum bore any date ? He replied, that 
it did not.-—Then, faid Mr, Sheridan, how- 
can you fay you never heard of a treaty 
without a date f 

He was alked, if he had fent to Calcutta 
the paper which he did not recoiled he had 
figned ? He did not recoiIe< 5 f, but he be¬ 
lieved he. had not j if he had figned it, he 
mud Irave fent it, bccaufe it would have.been 
his duty fo to Imve done.—He was afked^ 
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if fent every paper to Calcutta which it 
was his duty to fend ? He begged, that as 
tniS/queftLon might have^, tendency to eri- 
,,t^atf, him, he might be ixcufed from an- 
wering jt.—The Court granted his recjuei'h 
Being alXed, what he thought of the paper 
which he was of opinion had been prepared 
for fignit^g, but had not been executed ? he 
replied, that he thought It the fame in fub- 
flance with that which he had figned with 
the Begum. 

Lord Loughborough alked, if he was not 
now aware that there was an ejfential va¬ 
riance in the one from the other. He faid he 
His Lordfliip then afV.ed, how he 


could fliil think them the fame infubftance ? 
He could »ot telL 

Lord Stormont obferved, that a man em¬ 
ployed in an important negociation might, 
after the'lapfeof years, forget what parts had 
been admitted, and What rejeftedj but he 
wlllied to know, whe'tfier the witnefs was of 
opinion, that any man fo employed could 
forget whether his negociation had ended 4 n 
any treaty or not ? Mr. Middleton replied, 
that he was of opinion he might; for he 
himfelf had forgot what had been the event 
of his negociation with the Nabob.—Many 
^Rjfher queBions were alked by the Managers 
and by noble Lords j but Mr. Middleton 
faid, his recolledlion, after a period of ten 
years, was very imperfetff, and he had never 
jtnee nfrejkedhis memory on the fubjedl. 

At a quarter paft fix the Court ad- 
■ journed. 


Nineteenth Dav. 


Thursday, April 24. 

The Court having aflembled before twelve 
o'clock,variety of papers extrafted from 
the Secret Confultations were read for the 
purpofe of proving the filiation of the Na¬ 
bob of Oude in 1780; his diftreffes, even 
after the reduftion of his houlhold j his pro- 
pofal to tax the incomes of the various Jag- 
hidars in his diftridf, and the reludfance 
which he exprelTed to the inclufion of the 
Begum^ in this meafure.—Some of his ap¬ 
peals were Angularly pathetic;—“ I pref^er 
“ the interefls of my friends,” faid he, 
even to life itfelf j but what can I do in 
my prefent fituation ? I have houfes, ele- 
“ phants, and cattle;—if thefe will fuffice 
“ for the payment of my debt, take them j 
—if there be found any uncolledled reve- 
“ nue, you may receive it without oppofi- 
tion.—I have dlfcharged my old fervants, 
‘‘ I have contradfed my expences ; but in a 
“ ruined country, and from the failure of the 
laft harveft, it is impolTible for me to 
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comply, in the manner flated, 

“ demands.” 

-T'he Managers defired that 
Mr. PURLING 
Ihould be called in. 

This gentleman ftated, that he had ocen 
Refident at the Court at Lucknow, and had 
preffed the Nabob to tax the jaghircs for the 
purpofe of finding means to liquidate his debt 
with the Company. The Nabob told litm, that 
it was not in his power to tax the jaghires, at 
leaft fuch of them as were polTefled by his mo¬ 
ther and grand-mother, as he had entered in¬ 
to treaties with them both, by whicli he had 
bound himfelf to leave them the undillurbed 
pofieflion of all their real or perfonal pro¬ 
perty, renouncing, at the fame time, all 
claim upon either, and all right to make any 
claim ; and that thofe treaties were guaran¬ 
teed by the Englifh. That, as a proof of 
this, the Nabob caufed copies of thefe two 
treaties to be delivered to the witnefs, one of 
which bore the fignature of Mr, Brillow, the 
other of Mr. Middleton; the former was put 
'to the treaty with the younger Begum, the 
latter to that with the elder. This latter 
treaty was that which Mr. Middleton could 
not recolleil yefterday that he had ever fign¬ 
ed. But fo fatisfied was Mr. Purling that 
they were authentic copies of fubfilting trea¬ 
ties under the guarantee of the Company, 
that he fent them to Calcutta, and Bated 
them to have induced him to defift from im¬ 
portuning the Nabob to tax the jaghires in¬ 
cluded in the guarantee. Mr. Middleton 
was at Calcutta when Mr. Purling fent thi* 
ther the copies of tlie treaties; and though 
Mr, HaBings had an opportunity of making 
enquiries from Mr. Middleton at that time,\ 
about the authenticity of this latter treaty, 
Mr. Purling never had any doubt exprelTed 
to him in his official difpatches from Calcutta 
on the fubjcifl. 

The next witnefs called was, for the fe- 
cond time, 

Mr. MIDDLETON. 

Examined by Mr, Sheridan. 

He was again referred to the I'reaty of 78, 
which l\e did not f>erfedlly recoUe3 : That he 
was almojl certain that the Bow Begum was 
always confidered as being under the imme-r* 
diate protedlion of the Eaft-lndia Compliny, 
which was the reafon, he thought ^ for his 
undertaking her caufe. That he had refrepm 
ed his memory by looking over the Minutes 
for about a quarter of an hour that morn¬ 
ing ; hut that he was nearly certain he might 
have had accefs to them at any time: That 
as to the Treaty, he confidered it as a reg«- ^ 
lar engagement; but could npt exaBly Jay 
how; and certainly did not remember pofi- 
G a ' . , tively 
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py fiMpr g ttve Treaty at all he did 
■ ^as merely a witnefs, to make 

b«t without any authority 

'•^Qfm.6dyernment. 

Amongd other happy queftions, was thjj 
Ibjiowirxg; to him *. 

*< i;^(i he recoMc€b any drcumi^anqes that 
« himfoyg€t one Treaty more tlian an- 

other?’' 

To which the following oracular nnfioer 
was given:— 

Spoke from prohahlUty — without the 

hdji ncolk^ipn /" 

Mr. Middierpn then proceeded in the fame 
fierlpvcuous manr^cr. He thought he had 
heard fomething of the intended impeach¬ 
ment of Mr. Haftings by the Houfeof Com¬ 
mon?—but was not certaiii.-^ Kad furni/hed 
Major Scott with the materials for the an¬ 
swer to on» charge, and had read it, but did 
not entirely recoiled the contents of it.— 
W^nt accident to Drapers’ Hall 5 but had 
received a note frorn Major Scott, dcfjring 
him to caU there, in his way into the city, 
which he djd—by accident. This was 
while Mr. Haftings was in Scotland, and his 
Defence was preparing. Whether he went 
with Major Scott to Drapers’ Hail—Could 
not recollef^. 

After Meff, Sheridan, Burke, and Adam, 
had fufficiently wafted thi? evidence, and for 
which bis extreme confufton and embarra/T- 
ment gave fufficienit pccafion< he w^s per¬ 
mitted to retire. 

To fay the truth, Mr. Middleton feemed 
£0 have brought nothing to a certainty. « / 
n 6 i be fare th>.fe cfnc bandsy" might 

have been his motto; and this air of total 
uncertainty threw^ a ridicule oyer his manner 
and chara<fi;er, which we hoar from all quar¬ 
ters he by no means merits. 

The Managers proceeded next to give evi¬ 
dence in fupport of that part of the charge 
which relates to the removal of Mr. Briftow, 
the Refident appointed by the orders of the 
Court of Diretftors to the Vitier’s Coprt j 
his re-appointment by the fpeciaJ command 
pf the Dire^prs 5 and his itnal removal by 
Mr. Haftingft, to make for a creature of 
hiS own, in whom he could conhde, and by 
whom bis orders wpuld l:>e pim£luaH|f obey¬ 
ed.—Mr. Sheridan pbferyed fo the Lprd§, 
that would find th^t when Mr. Haftjngs 
tfeciughJ: Mr. MiddJerotJ wopid a Rfjfidcng 
entirely tp his mind, he was not miftakep jn 
his mkh.—Written evidence was giyen pn 
this fubjefl, cpnfifting of letters pf credence 
iiypjl p MrTMiddleton for the Nabob, hjs 
mother; Hydcr’ Aly Khan, «ec. From thefe 
letters ifc was, .that Mp Sheridan fald the 
Managers would Jjf ove, Mr. JJaiiinj^s 


had To compleatly taken upon himfell 
rsfponfibility for the government of Ou 
th^it the a'fts of Mr, Middleton muft 
fairpefs and nepelTity he imputed to Mr, 
Haftings. 

Uarly in the day, Mr, Bprke informed the 
Court, that Mr. T>oring wifiied to corred ^ 
miftake in tjie evidence he gave before their 
Lorxkhips on Tuefday. Mr, Goring wa^ 
called in, and faid, that when he appeared 
laft before the Court, he had faid, that when 
he was at Muxadavad, the Court of the 
Nabob of Bengal, the widow of the Nabob 
Surajah Dowlah had npt taken any notice, 
until he had his audience of leave, of the 
power with which he had informed her nc 
was vefted, of removing her forcibly, if ifhc 
ftjould endeavour to obftru£l: the negociation 
on whicli he was then employed. In fatft, 
file did t.ike notice of It at the time, and ex- 
prefiR.’d concern at it j but he a: the famaf 
time deli red ftie would not be alarmed, fop 
he would not think of diflutrbing her, or 
making any ufe of his power, except in 
of nccefiity ; It was at his audience of leave 
that Ihe told him, Ihe w’^ouhi have put herfelf 
and all the Indies to death, if lie hadaitemptr 
;S|d to rpmove them by fo: ce. 

He was alked, by the CounfeJ for Mr. 
Haftjngs, if he was fure that there was, at 
tl.a time of which he was fpeaking, fuch 4 
lady ih exiftence, as the widow cf Surajah 
Dpwlah, Nabob of ,Bengal ? He replied, 
that after he had paid his' rcfpefh to niolT; of 
the people of rank in the capital, he nccived 
an invitation from m eumicb, calling himfelf 
the fervant of the widow of Surajah Dow^- 
jah; that he accordingly waited upon her, 
^nd found her living in great fpiendour in, ^ 
magnificent palace. He could not, of his 
own knowledge, fay whofe v-/idow fire was ; 
but ihe lived like a Princefs, had a piincely 
train qf fervant?, and a very grand palace of 
great extent j gave him a moft magnificent 
entertainment, and offered him great prefents, 
j^vhich h« refufed, as well as all the other 
prefents that w-ye offered to him during his 
hay at Mu.xadavnd. He refided in that city 
for upwards of three months after his iptro- 
tludljon to her, and had never heard any one 
fo much a? Ipnt that fhe was not the w'idow 
pf Surajah Dpvylah,—Being examined re- 
fpcdVmg his power of removing the Begtim, 
he faid ft was full aud explicit j but as it 
was dlfcretionary, he certainly would not 
have pm ft in force without very ftrong rea¬ 
sons j nay, he believed he ^ouJd on no ac¬ 
count have exercifed it. 

The Court rofe at half part five o’clock, 
gnd adjourned to the Tuefday following. 

TweN- 
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^1 T^rktieth Day. 

' , Tuesday, April 29. 

varitun evidence was received by 
Lordfliips, and fome oml evidence was 
,, given by Mr. Middleton, who underwent a 
very Jong examination. Many q>)efl:ions 
were put to him about the effc6l of a Dri- 
tifh Refident's fignature to a treaty between 
two native Princes, or powers, in India. 
He faid, that if the Refident figned a treaty, 
in confequence of power given to him by the 
Supreme Council fo to do, his fignatnre 
would amount to a guarantee, and liind the 
Company 5 but if he figned it merely In a 
private capacity, then his fignature would 
jior bind the Company to guarantee the 
* treaty. 

The Manager^' rcafon for examining the 
witnefs upon this point was, that he had 
/igned a treaty between the Nabob Vizier 
and the Begums, his mother and grandmo¬ 
ther j and this figning was conlfrued by the 
Managers to be equivalent to a figning by 
the Governor-General and Council, wliofe 
figent Mr. Middleton was, when he was at 
the Court of the Vizier, > in the chara<Sfer of 
the Company’s Refident, 

IJe was alked, if it was ufual for him to 
produce his powers, whenever he figned a 
' treaty, fo that che parties who required his 
frgnature might know whether ho figned in 
his public or his private capacity ? He re¬ 
plied, that it would be ufclefs for him to 
produce his powers, becaufe the natives could 
not underftand them j but he prefunied that 
he generally ftated to the parties conec’-ned 
what were his powers. He faid, that when 
he put his name to the treaty between the 
Nabob Vizier and his mother, he bound tlie 
Company, becaufe he had fufficient powers 
, to treat with her and for her ; but he did not 
think that when he figned the treaty relative 
to tlie elder Begum, he in any degree bound 
the Company, becaufe he did not conceive 
that he had any powers relative to the elder 
pegum fo to do. He was afked, if the 
Princeljfes were aware of the diftln^lion be¬ 
tween his public and private capacity, at the 
time he put his name to their treaties ? He 
faid he could not tell.—He was alked, wlie- 
ther, when they required his fignature, for 
the purpofe of binding the Company by it, 
they would have fought it at all, if they 
were told it would not, without a fpecific 
power for that purpefe, a< 5 fually bind the 
(Company f He replied, he could not tell.— 
He was afked, if he had ever told the cider 
Begum,' that he had no power to pledge the 
Company, by his fignature, to guarantee the 
treaty to which he fet his name ? He re¬ 
plied, that hebejieved he Had riot.—He was 
^fked, if he had wrote to the Governor and 

'fit 



Council, that he would not proceed 
in the treaty between the Nabob ana 
Begums, without having firft applied to^ 
Board for advice ^ He anfwered in the af¬ 
firmative,—i-He was afktd, w'heiher he had 
not figned that treaty without afking the 
advice of the Council, notwithflanding his 
afTurances to the contrary ? This queflion 
he anfwergd alfo in the affirmative.—The 
Managers then afked, if he had been repri¬ 
manded by the Board for this breach of pro- 
mlfe ? He faid he had not.—He was afked, 
if he knew any inftance of a native Prince 
doubting that the Refident’s fignature to a 
treaty was not equivalent to a guarantee on 
the part of the Company ^ He faid he did j 
for the younger Begum had fent to Calcutta 
to have her treaty figned by Mr. Haftings, 
after it had been figned by the witnefs, then 
Refident at Lucknow.—He was afked, if 
the elder Begum had ever taken fuch a flep, 
or ever expreffed the leafl doubt of the Re¬ 
fident’s fignature being equal to a guarantee 
of the Company ? He replied, that cer¬ 
tainly fhe had never taken any fuch ftep, or 
done any thing that indicated a doubt of the 
Company’s being bound by the fignature of 
the Refident.—-Mr. Sheridan afked, if he had 
always been of opinion, that a RefidenPs 
fignature amounted to a guarantee only when 
he had fpecific powers given to him for that 
purpofe f He faid, he believed he had.— 
Heie Mr. Sheridan thought it neceffary to 
refrefli his memory, by afking him, if he had 
ever declared any where, that the bare at¬ 
testation of Sir Robert Barker to a 
treaty between two native Princes, had been 
deemed and received as equivalent to the 
Company’s guarantee ? He anfwered in 
the affirmative. His reafon for entertaining 
the opinion- contained in that declaration 
WHS, that Sir R(jbert Barker was in a very 
high fPition, being Commander in Chief.— 
Mr. Sheridan aflced him, if he had always 
been of opinion, that Princes requiring the 
fignature of a Britifh Refident to a treaty to 
which the Engllfh could not be parties, un- 
lefs tticy were to be confidered as guarantees, 
might call upon fuch Refident to produce the 
powers under which he adted, that.it might 
be known whether he figned with or without 
authority, and, confequeiuly, whether the 
Company were or were not to be made gua¬ 
rantees by his figning ? He replied, that he 
ufually mentioned that he had piWers (when 
it happened to be the cafe) to bind his prin¬ 
cipals by/his fignature.—A letter was then 
prori.,jcd, written byhimfelf, which llrongly 
exprelfed his refentment that Fyzoola KLlian, 
the Rohilla Chief, fhould have queJlioncd his 
power to bind the Company by his fignature 
to a treaty between the Vizlljr and Fyzoola 
' Khan, 






ie acknowledged that tlic letter had 
^11 ter*- hy him. 

jyh‘.*»))eridaa feveraJ timns crunmer.ted 
^psi^io Anf'-vers given by the wj-tner'i. 

^ ' ':s made Mr. Law, onsof tlie Coui ijel for 
Mr, Haflings, requcft, that tfe HonourafDle 
Manager would not make his comiriencs 
whllrt the witnefs was prcfent—for they 
would make a Confuted j^erfon tlill more receipt of fuch a prcfent could have been con- 


the Naijob. It was at this period, whei 
Prince was fo very ditlietrcd, that he : 
jyir. Hatldhgs a prefent of ten lacks, 
loc^oaoL rterling. The witnefs did nor hear 
of that prefent at Chunar, where it was 
made, or even in India, nor until he arrived 
in England.—He v/as aiked by Mr. bheridan, 
whether it would hav^e been polfible that the 


confufed, and fhake the conftdence of tlr 
moil confident : and therefore lie begged 
that, even for the Prke of humanity, he 
jjvould wait till the witnqfs fliould liave 
witlidrawn, before he would make any nvoi c 
comments. 

Mr. Sheridan fald, the Managers were 
vc)7 far from being deficient in hinnanity ^ 
if tiiey had, th.e manner in whicli the wit¬ 
nefs gave his evidence, would have made 
them complain of it to the Koufe, ard he 
made no doubt, but, if they had Co com- 
plained, their Lordihips would readily liave 
taken the conduct of the wimefs into confi- 
derarloh. 

Mr, Sheridan then •ex.ammcd M»*. Middle- 
ton relative to the condition of the Nabob's 
finances, and the prefent of ten lacks, or 
70 o,occi. made by that Prince, to Mr, Hait- 
ing. 3 , I'he witnefs flid, that previou;p to the 
interview between the Nabob and Mr. Hafl- 
ings, at Chunar, the former was Co low in 
point of finances, that lie had luvcr known 
.hirn porter: tlie witneL negociated a loan 
of ten lacks for him, on his ovrn (Mr. Mid¬ 
dleton’s) ci'cdit, when t‘n^ Nabob's credit 
was not fulheient to raiio fuch a fum among 
tfTe bankers. -The aflignnientii which the 
Reifident irb.cl upon the revenue of Oude, 
fund the claims which he was urging in behalf 
of the Company, aifd for whicli he was 
proffing the Nabob to grant him more afTign- 
jnents, ,would cover the whole revenu'e of 
the country, and would not leave free even 
the annual allowance for the fupport of the 
Nabob’s Hourehoid.—-The Prince wanted 
to'getrid of many expenfive elbiblifnments, 
that lay very heavy upon his treafury. Thef^ 
cAabii/i-rments were formed ctuefiy of En- 
gJilh, and Mr. HaA-ngs ^jad consented to the 


cealed from him, who was negoclaving be¬ 
tween tlie two p.uties, if much management 
had not been ufed fprthc purpofe of keeping 
it from hjs knowledge } He replied, that cer¬ 
tainly it mu A have reached his ears, If great 
care bad not been taken to preverit it. The 
prefent, he wa's fure, was not made in money., 
bccaufe fucli a Aim could not be conveyed to 
Chunar without his laiowledge. It appeared 
from Mr. HaAings’s own account of the 
prefent, that it was made in bills upon 
bankers 5 fo that the Nahcb, who hatt not 
credit enough to raife i.oo,QCpl. in the capital 
of liis dominions, for the purpofe of rellevl;ig 
his revenue from ljurdenibmc eAabjiihments 
tiiat. inipoveiifhed him, was Able, lus dif- 
treifes .app'-rontly continuing the fame, to 
raife that Turn af Onmar for thd purpofe bf 
preienting it tp Mr. HaAings for his own 
private uTe. The Counfel for Mr. \ 

not denying live receipt of the prefent, wiAied 
to fhewthat Mr, HaAings was fo prc-lTed for 
money for the public fervice, the Company’s 
troops mutinying for want of pay, that ho 
was warranted by the moAprdrjr.g neceflity 
to receive a fum of money which might be 
the abfointe faivatlon of the Company, to. 
W’hoTe ufe he applied the prefent that vVas 
given.—Tho witnefs fald, Kp had licard pf 
mutinies among the troopSj and tjhsir deferr¬ 
ing their pfiicers, bccaufe they were- not paid «" 
arvd he inAanced particularly 6 apt, Will ams, 
who held been fo defened : but be could not 
tell w'lwthcr many months arrears were due 
to the troopa at that time, at Chunar, with 
Mr, HaAings: it was ufual to keep all the 
fepoys fome time.'in arrear. 

On the other hand, it was proved by an 
oAiciaJ letter, th.it if the 'Nabt'^b could ralfc 
nioney to pay the arrears of troops, and pre- 


fupprefTion of theeAabHAraients, and to the vent mutiny, lie .could empioy it at home, 

without rnaking pretents j for It; Appeared, 
that the Prince’s ov,m cavalry rofb upon him, 
and attempted to itonn his p.al.Ace, becaufe 
their pay was eighteen months in rwrears. 

Mr. .Sheridan aA.ed tlic witnefs, if he had 
never heard of ancfftT madetb Mr. HaAInga 
of a fecond pit Ant, of the fame amvvunt as 
the fpriner ? He begged he fnight be piermit- 
ted CO di'cline anfr’'cring that queAion j Tor 
he faid, that as be had been accufecl of hav¬ 
ing oAcred Mr. HaAinp’s a bribe of ioo,dool. 


difm.hTicn of tb.e EngJini gentlemen j but 
the Nabob had not money to pay them what 
was due to them, or credit to ralfe it. This 
.was the time when Mr. Middleton borrowed 
the, ten liicks upon bis own credit, 'and the 
money fo borrowed v'As lor trie purpofe of 
paying the Engllfh gentlemen, and fo eafing 
the Nabob’s revenue rA' many heavy eAa- 
bii/liments. it was about this time tliat the 
Nabob and Mr. HaAings met at Chunar 3 
Mr. Middleion was tlteioalf,, andomployt-d 


occafipnail) ML HaAings in ircaiing .witli the n unr sir the Nabob, he would n 
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fay any thing that might criminate 
Mr. Sheridan obferved, that as he 
"^aS’P^t charged with having a 61 iial]y giv;,n, 
—’Sut" wi|(h having offered a prefent, he 
would riot criminate hiirifeif by his anfwcr 
to the queftion. The ’ witnefs ftill declined 
giving an anlV/er j and the Managers ceafed 
to prefs him, particularly as the Lord Chan¬ 
cellor obferved, that if it was criminal in Mr. 
Hafiings to receive the prefent, it would be 
criminal In the witnefs to offer it. 

Mr. Middleton was alfo examined with 
refpeil: to a private letter from him to the 
Governor-General, in which he offered to 
write another letter, with different accounts 
; of tranfa£lions, if the public letter whicli 
accompanied the private one fhould happen 
not to meet the Governor’s approbation. 
The witntfs admitted that the letter had been 
written by him. 

'The Court adjourned a quarter before fix 
•’clock. 



Twenty-first Day. 

Wednesday, April 30. 

The biifinefs of this day was refumed by 
Mr. Siierldan. Several documents were read, 

. ,.afing chiefly to the prefent of ioo,ccol. 
made by the Vizier to Mr. Haffings, in the 
year 1781. 

Major Scott underwent a long examina¬ 
tion. This witnefs was a complete contraft 
to another who. has been repeatedly examin¬ 
ed ; the latter recolledled few things 5 the 
former remembered every tranfa<£tion, how¬ 
ever minute, in which Mr. Haftings was any 
way concerned fince the time the witnefs 
was appointed his Agent. The examination 
,this day turned chiefly upon tlie prefenrs 
which Mr. KafVmgs had received from the 
Nabob Vizier, Cheyt Sing, &c. The Major 
in his evidence ftated, that Mr. Haflings had 
tranfmittetl to him a sealed letter, diredfed 
to the Secret Committee of the Eaft-India 
Company, which he immediately delivered to 
Sir Henry Fle’:cher, at that time the Chair¬ 
man of the Company. This letter, of which 
a copy was fent either at that time or foon 
after, contained an account of the prefent 
from the Nabob. He was alked, if he had 
not received a general difcretlonary power 
from Mr. Hafliings, to deliver, or to fupprefs, 
die letters committed to his care, according 
as he fllould find the toe of parties in En¬ 
gland ? The tendency of this queftion was 
to fliew, that, according to that diferetionary 
p«wer, Majcr. Scott might have uipprefled 
the letter to the Secret Committee, if from 
the compledfion of atfairs he had judged it 
convenient fo to do, and v\'ith it, of courfe, 
^the information that Mr. Hafliings had re- 
eived this prefent. But the M. jor faid, that 


though his power was generally difci 
ary, he did not conceive it to extend t< 
letter which was direded to the Secret C( 
mittee, for he believed himfelf to be peremp¬ 
torily BOUND to deliver that letter. 

He was afked, if he did not learn from 3 , 
letter diredled to himfelf from Mr. Haflings, 
that a prefent of two lacks, mentioned by 
the Governor-General to have been received 
by him, was made by Cheyt Sing, though 
Mr. Haflings had not. In any of his difpatches 
to the Court of Diredfors, told the name of 
the perfon from whom he had received that 
prefent ? The witnefs anfwered the qiieflion 
in the afiirmative.—He was afked, if Mr, 
Kafllngs did not intend at firft to keep the 
receipt of the ioc,ocol. from the Nabob a 
feerct from the Company ? He replied, that, 
in his cpinion, he did not; for tlie expendi¬ 
ture of the Turn, applied as it had been to 
the public- ufe, mull have appeared to the 
Company as exceeding by fo much the Com¬ 
pany’s revenue. 

Here a palTage from Mr. Haflings’s letter 
from Cheltenlrim was read, wdiich flated, 
that he intended to have kept the receipt of 
tbs money a fccret, and that if he had been 
inclined to convert it to his own ufe, he 
might eafily have done fo, without any danger‘s 
of dete<flIon. This Major Scott explained, 
by faying, that Mr. Haflings meant, that he 
intended to keep a fecret from whom the 
preflnt had been received, contenting himfelf 
widi carrying the amount of it to the Com¬ 
pany’s account. 

He was afked, what w’'as Air. Hafllngs’s 
reafon for having fuflered many months to 
elapfe before he made any communication on 
the fubjeib of thofe prefents to the Court of 
Diredlors ? The witnefs anfwered, that the 
Governor-General took the earlieft opportu¬ 
nity to make that communication. Upon 
this Mr, Sheridan, who examined Major 
Scott, produced the India-Houfe accounts of 
tl^e arrival of the Nympli floop of war and 
the Swallow packet, both from Bengal, by 
neither of which Mr. Haflings had fent any 
advice of the receipt of the prefent from the 
Nabob, though he had received it before the 
failing of either. Major Scott obferved upon 
this, that the Nymph had been fent from 
Madras to Bengal for a fupply of money j 
that when flie was ordered back to Madras, 
forne difpatches for Europe were fent in her, 
and direCied to Sir Edward Hughes, with a 
requefl that he would tranfmit them to En¬ 
gland by the firfl vclTel he fliould fend home. 
The Admiral aftually difpatchcd the Nymph 
to England j but when Ihe left Bengal, cn 
her return to Madras, It was very uncertain 
when the difpatches which fl\^ carried would 
be fent to Europe. The reafon why no ad- 
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kfir/55 the pr<2renia was. Tent l>y the 
^ th& flQo\-<:rn.of •Gtriei’al 

(i.a,c}l ‘ .were' , cHipatcfo, 

_ , Ntbey 0icl-they would f’cmi by the next 

irtifp ti 'at w^ouJd h\il after tho c(epa,j'tiire of the 
Swajbw' 

Major Scott was exambed very mhiutely 
wkii rdp-d to th^i contents o.C the le'ttor to 
tjunroif from Mr. XJaft.ing,s> accompanying 
the si: Acf:r,t leUcr already mentioned^ di- 
reefed to the coret Co.rt1'rrivttee. .His aiifwers. 
flruck Mrr Sheridan, as cJid'eriai^; from 
giveil by the witnefs to the fame queftions, 
when he was examined before the Sele6^ 
Committee of the Hotjie of Commons j and 
he pbferved, that if he w as to believe the 
former., he could not believe a werdpf what 
the witnefs had faid this day on the fame 
fubjed. Major Scott, upon this, wifhed that 
lus evidence before the CqiYimons might be 
read, when it would appear, hefiid, that he 
had been wniform and confi/lent in all the 
evidence he had given on both occaftons. 
He had nothing to conceal at either time 5 
he meant to fpeak out j be did hot \v«tnt to 
fiicker IrimfeU under the pretence of a fhorf 
meinory, or the dhlaiicti of periods in which 
the tranf.iiflions in que.ftiof\ took place ; if 
he had faid any thing that was not fairly 
ftateci, he would be very glad of an opportu¬ 
nity of corre£bng it. 

The Bari of Faucorberg made Tome re¬ 
marks upon the liarlhntus of Mx, Sheridan’s 


expreflidns to the wlmef?. Tfvs lord i 
celJor fald, that the Hon. Manager 
call: any refle£f;Ioii iipon the ptrfonal horu 
of t!‘io wltnefa j he v->nly remarked fornc con- 
traidi^iVidh ln the evidence given by him oil* 
this and on another becafu n, which, in the 
Hort. Manager’s tnind? lhewc<I that hot If 
accounts conld not be true j fo that if he 
heved the one, ho could not believe the other- 
The evidence given by the Major before the 
SeleCd Cornmlitee Was then read, and what¬ 
ever apparent contraclitftion was found be¬ 
tween it and hi•i^ evidence of tliis day, the 
witnds Cncteavoured to explain away, and 
feemingjy not without fuccefs. 

’The" cloleit pait of the examination wa» 
relative CO the concents of the letter accom- 
pimying the sYiALKo one; but Major Scott 
iaid, he had the letter by him. Mr. Sheridan 
thought the heft and rnoft legal way would, 
be to call for the letter itfelf, The witnetk 
laid, he had but one objedllon the produc¬ 
tion of it, and that was, that there were 
other matters in it winch did .not relate to the 
prefents. In hla cortefpondence with Mr. 
Haftings, he bad giycn .his opinions on mtii 
and meafures pretty ireeiy, artd Mr, Haft-. 
ings, in his repines, had been as free in Vr 
remarks; lie bjft it, therefore, with their 
Lordi'hips to detWminewhether private cor- 
refponcience, carried on Va any fuch way, 
ought to be produced. 

Mr. Sheridan faid, he would be as delicate 


The whole amou.nf of th/sfo prefents f‘'> charged, was ftated by Major Scott to have 
been managed with perfedl rudlitude throughout ; From the originai receipt of the money, 
to its final appropriation, Mr. Haftings teemed to have no other purpofc than creoxtino 
THE Company. 

The amo-untof .the whole was 19 lacks and 60,000 rupees. Of thefe, -aoyCccI, fterling, 
b£mg particularly drcJimftancerf, had been particularly charged—and in a q^uestionable 
tkAPEt fairly put before the Directors—they to determine, whether the money Ihould go 
to the Company’s TreafuiT, or be considered as Ids own. 

The dctevmiiiation of the Dlre<flcri was againll Mr. Haftings having the money; and 
fo, the, whole was carried to ihc Public Account. / 

In the cecoftomy iind remittance of this money, there werefome intrlcacieB, which Major 
Scott explained;—>In a circuitous ufe of fome of the money, when expedient, as in th^ 
expedition of General Garnac ‘—In the delayed communication of another part, from th« 
unexpedfid firiling of Cho Swallow, on the orders of Mr. Wheekr and Sir J. Macp.heribqi, 
V/hen .Mr^ Haftings was at jLucknow i—In the impolBbilltyt atl^aftin the inexpedience, 
of venturing -any thing over-land to Madras, the intermediate country being then harraiTed 
by the enemyAnd, finally, on one portion of the money having been with 

fcxtiQ fmjil/ through Major Scott. 

This xisTvokMAciTY being treated more gravely on One fide than on the other—Major 
Scott was allccd, If his praife of Mr. Haftings could pretend to be fyftcrnatic ? If Mr. 
Haftings had not aGcd, now an<^ then, in contradiaion of thofe or^lers It wa» hi$ boundem 
duty to obey > 

To this, the anfv/er of Major Scott was as follows- 
Bo thought, the ?kJmarv ijuty of the Governor ^General w'as. the Frefervatlon of 
the Empire entrufted to his. care.—That he thought, fuch duty, ixt once judichU as weft 
“ feS mlnifteriai, might lead to a Difobcdience of any Orders given k inxV#o.—-And that he 
alfo thought, ^orjush diJMitnu a Governor ^.General waix- Ri'SEONsiaLi;.’* 

'as 




’Wart fuch a j and therefore? 
did Abt deftre that any parts of fuch a 
pondciico fhould be read, that really 
■ a private nature, and did not in any 
degree relate to the fubje^'t of the charge; 
bti then he thought it would be proptic that 
, feme perfon ihould he appointed by their 
f.ordrhips to perufe the letter, and fee that 
nothing In it, which really related to public 
biihneft, was kept hack under the pretence 
cf its being of a private nature. 

It feemed to be allowed on all bands, that 
the delicacy of withhcklmg what was really . 
of a private nature in the letter was well 
founded. 

Mr. Adam was Willing to adopt tills ide^ 
of delicacy, but tiis prifoner might confider 
the adoption of 11 rather as an i n u u t g k n c e 
than a RIGHT ; for It appeared from the prt- 
femer’s covenants with the Company (w^hieh 
Mr. Adam read), that he was bound to de¬ 
liver up to the Company all diaries, memo- 
ranchinis, minutes, icC. relating to the Com¬ 
pany’s affaii-s, though they Ihouid be mixed 
with his own moll private concerns, or thofe 
of others. And when he conhdered the nature 
of other prefents, upon which the witnefs 
h^'d not yet been examined, he did hot tlrink 
that the fame dehescy ought to be obferved 
with rel'pedl to them, which the Managers 
were willing to obihrve this day with rci'ped 
to the letter in queftion. 

The letter was not called for. 

Mr. Law oblerVed to the Court, that one 
of his client’s witdelfes, Mr. Graham, was 
in fo bad a /late of health, that it was feared 
he could not live many days ; certainly he 
could not Jive to the time when his client 
would wiflx to produce him: he therefore 
wilhed their Lordihips would fufler him to 
he examined at home. He had lubmitted 
,the clrcumltance to the confideration of the 
Managers, and they had given their confent 
to the meafure. If, therefore, their Lordlhips 
fhould agree to' this meafure, interrogatories 
fhould be drawn up, and ll'ht to the Mana¬ 
gers, that they might make out crofs-interro- 
gatories upon them. The Counfel for Mr. 

. Haftings would readily confent to a (imUar 
ineafuiv, if the Managers lliould have occa- 
fion to prepofe it.—Mr. Sheridan faid, the 
Managers had no objedion to the propofal of 
the learned gentleman 5 but it was not on 
the ground of reciprocity that they 
alfented td It. Jt was certainly a new mode 
of proceeding in a criminal cauie, to which 
nothing analogous could he found in the, 
Gouris below, that, however, was for the 
confidcration of tlieir Lordfhips; the Mana¬ 
gers, for their part, did not objeft to it. 

The Lord Chancdlor faid, it eertalnly /was 
a new proceeding, and he did not yot 


what To fay to it. He would confidel 
however; aiici their IjordHiips wou 
deliberating upori it, not forget that thej^oj 
feat of both parties was the bafis of the 
application. 

When the bulinefs had got thus far, their 
LordHiips adjourned. - > 

Twent v-sECONO Dat. 

Thursuay, May ii 

Tlie Lord Cijiuicellor informed the Coiin- 
fel for Mr. H^^tings, that it would require 
fome time for their I-ordihips to conlider of 
the requeft made,yefterday, “ That leave, 
might be given to the defendant, to take the 
evidence of Mr. Graluim at his o>^n houfe 
for it did not as yet appear clear to, their 
LordlKips, thatthe Court hajd power to grant 
fuch a reqtiejd. When they Ditould have fur¬ 
ther confideredthefubjedf, they would hi reft 
him, he laid, to cornmunicatc; their determi¬ 
nation to the Gounlhl and to the Managers.” 

After this, Major Scott was called In and 
exanilned relative to the difpatches font by 
him. ovj^fiviand to Mr. Haflings, and the ox.- 
pence attending them. He faid, that frort:!, 
the year 178a to 1785, he had fent feveral 
difpatcbes ovcir-iand to the then Governor- 
General (Mr. Halting^) 5 that the expences 
attending the tranfraimon of them amountedl 
to about ^Qool. licriing ; and that they 
weie defrayed by Mr. Haftings. 

This oircum.dancei the <>nly material onq 
being afcertaipedVMrt Sheiidan rofe to fay, 
« That having, various public letters from 
Mr. HafVings to adduce in evidence., he would 
not, if their LordHiips approved of it, kesp 
them longer, than by barely reading the heads 
of them.” 

To this It wns replied by ttie Chancellor, 

That if they were to be brought as evi¬ 
dence,. the wHotE muft be read.” 

The Clerk, therefore, again mounted the 
roftrum, and a courfe of “ Indian Read¬ 
ings” commenced, for the fpace of two 
hoirrs,, to prove that Mr. Haftings, bad kept 
back from the Council at Calcutta the cir- 
cumltances that had come to his knowledge 
of the difaffedlion and treafonable proceed¬ 
ings of the Bcgv^a A that, from the 19th of 
November, when concluded the treaty of 
Chunar, by .whicH chefc Princelfes were *.■.> 
1>0 difpKsireired of their landed eftatv-S and 
for which meafure their dha0c£lioh was 
Hated as the ground, doivn to the of 
January following, he never made the Coun^ 
cll at Calcutta acquainted with tire treaty., 
or the grounds on which it had been , con¬ 
cluded. 

Mr. Middictdn was aftcnvards called in 
3ftd examintd. He laid, that he was at 
Chunar when Mr. HalUnfs and the Nkho^ 
- .in 
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dncluded the treaty, which takes 
^from that place : that, on the 
™ Arlii^h it was executed, he was in the 
of Mr. HalUngs, together with 
the N^ob and his two Miniflers, and feme 
other natives : that whiift Mr. Haftings was 
at one end of the room, with thofe natives, 
he (the witnefs) was eonverfmg with the 
Nabob and his Mlnifters at the other end : 
that his Highnefs was very unwilling to fet 
his feal to the treaty, and thereby execute it; 
that he feemed to think he had made too great 
conceffions in it to Mr. Haftings, and given 
. him too great an authority in his country: 
that his unwillingnefs to execute it was at 
lafl: removed by the witnefs, who faid he 
thought the treaty would be very advantage¬ 
ous to both parties, without being attended 
with the leaft inconvenience to either *. that 
the great obje<^l of it being to fecure to 
the Company the payment of the debt due 
by his Highnefs to tlie Company, he affured 
the Nabob that the Governor-General would 
not in/ift rigidly upon the performance of 
any part of the treaty th^t was not eflfen- 
tially necelTary to that purpofe; and that as 
Mr. Haftings had made very great concef- 
fions to the Nabob, in agreeing that the 
Britirti and native troops of the Company, 
then in the pay of his Highnefs, fhould be 
withdrawn, and many eftablifhments made 
' for the provifion of EngUlh gentlemen, at 
the expence of the Nabob, fhould be fup- 
prefTed, it would be abfolutely necelTary that 
Mr. Haftings fhould have fomething to fhew 
in return for the facrifices made by him in 
the treaty ; that under the affuranccs of the 
witnefs, that the whole of the treaty was not 
to 5 c enforced, and in confequence of the 
other arguments ufed by him, the Nabob at 
laft confented to execute the treaty. 

Mr. Middleton was afked, if it was not at 
that time that the prefent of ioo,oool. was 
given to Mr. Haftings ? He faid, he did not 
know, as he had learnt nothing of it till 
after his arrival in England. He was next 
afked, whether, if he had known that the 
jprefent of ioo,oool. was made at that time, 
he could not rcvidlly have accounted for the 
concedions made by Mr. flaftings to the 
Nabob ? He i^bferved, that this was a mere 
anatter of opiiciok, and therefore he hoped 
their Lordfhlps would not infift upon his 
giving an arifwcr to tjhis queftion. The 
Court did not difappoint the hope of the 
witnefs on the occafion. 

‘ He was afked, if all Mr. Haftings's pri¬ 
vate letters to him after the treaty of Chu- 
iiiir were recorded by him ? He anfwered, 
that all the private letters written by Mr. 
fadings to himv/erc upon record. He was 
de/ired to point out ong» He faid, hs had 


read feme this morning In print ; but letl 
in print were not admitted to be of rsct 
He was afked, if the private letters 
Mr. Hartings to him after the treaty of Chu- 
nar did not relate to public bufinefs ? He 
faid, that many private letters to him from 
Mr. Haftings were intermixed with public 
and private affairs; but that he believed all 
thofe that were written after the treaty of 
Chunar related to public affairs. He was 
afked, if it was not ufual with the Refidents 
at Lucknow and elfewhere to copy all letters 
into their official books that related to public 
affairs, together with their anfnuers to them ? 
He admitted, that fuch was the pra^flce of 
office. He then was aflced, if he had pre- 
ferved in his office recerded official copies of 
thefe letters and anfwers ? He anfwered, 
that he liad not. He obferved, that after 
Mr. Haftings had brought a charge againft 
him at Calcutta, he (Mr. Haftings) pub- 
lifhed thofe letters, and that was what he 
meant by faying they were recorded j but in 
point of fa6f, they did not appear in the 
Company's records. He was next afked, 
if he had not correfponded with Sir 
Elijah Impey on the fubje<ft of the trea¬ 
ty of Chunar ? He anfwered in the af-.^ 
firmative. He was afked, if the corref- 
pondence was not of a public nature, and 
which concerned the Company ? He faid, 
yes. He was then afked, if he had copied 
the letters of that correfpondence into his 
official book, and fo recorded them, as was 
the pradfice and duty of Reftdents ? He 
replied, that he had not. He faid, that Sir 
Elijah Impey had fince delivered them to the 
Houfe of Commons. The Managers alked, 
if the witnefs had not heard, before tlie con- 
clufion of the treaty of Chunar, all the cir- 
cumftances relative to the difafFd<ftion of the 
Begums, and the affiftance faid to have been 
given by them to the Rajah Cheyt Sing. He 
faid, he had heard, from common report, 
that the Begums were difafFe<fl:ecl, and had 
aflually raifed looo men to fuppO! t Cheyt 
Singj and that the adopted fon of Bahar 
Ally Khan (one of the Begums Minifters) 
who was Governerof the principal town in 
the diftrift of the Begums jaghires, had be¬ 
haved in a hoftile manner to the Englifh, 
which, In the opinion of the witnefs, he 
would not have prefumed to have done, if 
he had not been fure of countenance and 
fupport from the Minifters of the Begums, 
and from the Begtims themfelves. Whatever 
the witnefs had heard from common report, 
he had ftated to Mr. Haftings. fie was 
alked, whether common report did not 
charge the Nabob himfelf with a6iing in 
concert with the Begums, in their hoftile 
(difpofitions againft the Engliffi ? He an- 
^ ,fwered 



, that common report did not go that 
but Col. Hannay, in a letter to the 
did not hefitate to fay it was fo un- 
ILillcl^ftood at Fyzabad (the refidence of the 
Begums). He was alkcd, if he had not 
made an affidavit before Sir Elijah Impey of 
itil he knew relative to the Begums ? He 
faid he had. He was alked, if he did not - 
know, at the time, that Capt. Gordon had 
been releafed by the Begum, and fent under 
a prste&tng guard to Col. Hannay, and that 
both Col. Hannay and Capt. Gordon had 
written letters of thanks to her for her kind 
treatrhent of the latter ? He anfwered in 
the affirmative. The Managers then alked, 

• what was thereafon that, when he made the 
affidavit before Sir Elijah Impey, his memory 
enabled him to ftate every thing he had heard 
t^gainji the Begums, but did not fuggeft to 
him this fail in favour of them, and which 
hs had from better authority tlian common, re¬ 
port, namely, the letters of Col. Hannay and 
Capt. Gordon ? His reply was, that he did 
not think the Begums deferved any thanks 
for the releafe of the latter gentleman, as 
Col. Hannay had informed him that he was 
obliged to temporize with them, on account 
of the frtuation of Capt. Gordon, wbofe 
life he thought in danger at the time: that 
this was the reafon for writing in the manner 
he had done to one of the Begums j and 
that, after the releafe of that gentleman, it 
was thought expedient to keep up the fame 
appearance of confidence in her, and there¬ 
fore it was that the letters of thanks had been 
fent to her. He was afked, if a Mr. Scott 
had not a great manufadiure at that time in 
the very town of which the adopted fon of 
Bahar Ally Khan was Governor ? whether 
that gentleman liad ever been in any danger 
of his life from the difaffieftion of the Go¬ 
vernor, or ever experienced a want of refpedl 
from him, or of prote^fion to his manufac¬ 
ture ? and whether it was not at the Jioufe 
of this Mr. Scott that Capt. Gordon v/as 
lodged, while he was in that town of which 
the Governor was reprefented as acting 
hortiiely agalnll the Engliffi, with the en¬ 
couragement or connivance of his miftrefles 
the Begums ? He replied, that Mr. Scott 
certainly had a very great manufailure in 
tliat town j that he was never molefied by 
the Governor, or in danger of lofing either 
his life or property j and that his houfe af¬ 
forded an afylum to Capt. Gordon, He was 
afterwards afked, if this fame difaffe<fted 
Governor, afling, as It was fald, under the 
influence of his miflrefTes the-Begums, had 
not been a<^ually delivered up by thofc Prin- 
cefles to Mr. Middleton ? His anfwer was, 
that the Governor had been ddiveicd to the 
l^abob,^ who had put him into the hands pf , 



the wltnefs. He was affiecl, if this \ 
not been difeharged from cuftody 
having received any punlfhment, thou 
v/as charged with treafon againll the Bate ? 
Mr. Middleton replied, that he himfelf had 
had leave of abfence from Lucknow for a 
month j and Mr. Johnfon, his principal 
affiflant, was left to do the duties of Refi - 
dent in his abfence : he underftood that, in 
the mean time, the prifoner had been dif¬ 
eharged from his conf'.ement, and he had 
not heard of any enquiry into his conduft. 
He was affied, finally, whether Capt. Gor¬ 
don had not claimed reparation for lofles fuf- 
tained by him in the Begums’ country to the 
amount of 3000I. and whether his claim had 
not been allowed ? The witnefs anfwered 
in the affirmative, and was then direcled to 
withdraw. 

It was then fix o’clock, and their Lord>, 
fhips thought proper to rife aiid adjourn the 
Court to the Tuelday following. 


Twenty-Third Day. 

Tuesday, May 6. 

This day a great deal of written evidence 
was given in, and read, relative to the Be¬ 
gums } after this, 

Sir ELIJAH IMPEY 

was called to the bar, and underwent a long 
examination relative to the affidavits fworn 
before him, on the fubjedl of the difaffeftion 
of the Begums, and the rebellion in Be¬ 
nares. 

His. anfwers in fubftance were, that his 
leaving Calcutta had not for its object the 
taking of thofe affidavits j on the contrary, 
when he fet out on his journey, his foie in¬ 
tention was to vifit the country Courts of 
Juftice. Whilft he was on his way, he re« 
ceived a ffiort note from Mr. Haftings, in 
which he informed him, that an unexpe<SIed 
revolution had happened at Benares j but 
that he was in fuch confufion about it, that 
he could not himfelf write him any of the 
particulars of the revolution, for which hq 
referred-him to a long letter from Mr, Sulli¬ 
van (the private Secretary to Mr, Haftings), 
This long letter.was delivered to the witnefsi 
at the fame time with Mr. Flaftisigs’s note * 
the Governor-General, in his note, prefied 
him much to join him at Benares, The 
witnefs haftened to Patna, where the Eng^ 
Jiffi were in the greateft confternation at the 
news of the rebellion, aud were ready to 
quit the town. 'I'he witnefs thought it hia, 
duty to put on a good countenance j and fer 
the purpofe of preventing the alarm from 
fpreading, to ftay longer at Patna than was 
perhaps confiftent witJi his perfonal fifety : 
when he at laft left Patna, he repaired to Mr. 
Haftings at Benares, 

' « i H» 
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ifked if, when he took the 
e&ing the Begums, be conceived 
The leg^ly empowered to adminifter 
^osf^? He aniwcred, tlii-t; he oeminly was 
beyond the bonnets of his iurifdi^^ion, wiieri 
he acimini ftered the oaths in queftion, arid 
was not of courfC; fpeaklng icgaJly* 

empowered to adminite them j but he was 
pf opinion, that the high oif*cc he held \r, 
India impofed on him as a duty that he 
iliDuld be ready at aii times to fcrvediis coun¬ 
try j and he believed, that a moris lavourable 
ppponunity of -fo doing had not occurred 
than that in which he bad been invited by 
Mr. Hartings to co-operate with him in any 
meafure that might tend to fecure the then 
tottering,.iiiteiVft of theBritifh Government 
of Indi:^. In taking the affidavits which 
were made to efrablifK the guilt of the pav ■ 
tjes at that time in rebellion, he adnutted 
that he had a6>ed without judicial powers j 
hut he could, if the Houfe preffod him fo to 
do, quote tbs higheft apthorlty in this king¬ 
dom to prove, that he (the great and noble 
magiftrate alluded to, whoAvas fuppofed, to 
be Lord Mansfield) had adnriniftered oaths 
on fome great occaiions, wheru he had no 
JocaJ jurifeliflion. The witnels faid, that 
the only obj^dl he had in view at the time, 
was to attert that the affidavits had been 
ailualiy fworn 5 that the cleponentp had been 
aiVed at the time, whether the contents pf 
thefe affidavits were true, and that they had 
anfvmtd in the affirmative as to the 
truth or faifehood of them, th^ vvitnefs never 
wa? able to aficf t any thing of Iris own know¬ 
ledge. 

In this p;irt of the bufinefs, it w^as con- 
•cived by Sir Elijah, that foni^hat had 
gone, inftnuitmn^ againfi ills tofiimony. 
His obfervation on it was in the following 
Spirited and manly form : 

“ My Lords, 1 truft it is underfiood, that 
I ftard liiifre a voluntary witnejs* In hay 
telVimony, 1 am upon oathj I fpeak to 
the bed of my tecoUcftlon ; and I have 
** a chrira<iW to fupport.-rrThat charadler, 
“ the Honourable Managers Ihall net take 
away, tven hy mjinuatm\ and I truft, 
'■ when. I pfe this language, your L(>rd(hips 
will |\i])po-rt me.—I might htfitatp to an- 
fwer i—but fuch hefitation \ difdain; I 
will fpeak yV«/y tuul ftiWly^ but I will not 
have words put wio my mouthy which I 
« huve not No man fhall infmuate 

that I am guilty ox fpeaking falfely, till 
t.‘ he ciui prove that 1 flo fo 

The Lo’-de, as by one aaiori, unlverfally 
nodded approbation. The enquiry went 
on. 

Sir Elijah theft df pofed, that the rebellion 
ft ip’ Begums, though then quieted, 'vvas 


notorious in that country, as the one of j«! 
in thi^—a doubt of it did not exit!: 1 
"^rbat the part of the country which h^ wer* 
over, wjjs as peaceable as the road to BreP*-- 
fortl:—*That the common poit load wept 
thi'ough Fyzabadj but the route he took 
wus round-about—■ but w^hlch he chofe, tor 
the purpofe of feeing a part of the country, 
ha ffiould novex’ again have an opportunity 
ot viewingThat his retinue was but 
iniall-^^'i furgeon, and three or four fervants 
or Hjircars;—That the fituatlon of Mr. 
Haflirxgs at Lucknovv, was peculiar—almoil 
'wiihiiiit a fecond .-—That he confidered it his 
duty to offer him every affittaiKe in his 
power. 

Here Mr. Burke broke out into an elo^ 
qtient lamentation, 

O milerabie fiate, cried he, of the Eait 
<« India Company ! O abandoned fortune of 
Mr, Hafting^ I O fallen lot of England! 
—vvhen no affiftance could be found, 
but wiiatwas to be given by Sir Elijah 
Irrtpey !—a man who- was to ail extrar 
judicially, and In a difirlfl wixere even hi$ 
judicial capacity had no lorce,"” 

Being alked, if he had ever had any m- 
fon rino<^ for believing that the rebellion 
the Begums had not taken place ? he an- 
fwercd y?x; he had heard that the Hon. the 
Houfe of Commons had pronounced the re- 
|xirt of the rebellion of the Begums to be 
ill-founded, and he prefumed that the Hon. 
Houfe had had more irdormation on thefub- 
jedl than he lutd. He was alked, if he figned 
the affidavits only as 4 witne^ that they 
had been Tworn, might not the x^ttcllatlon 
ot the Englifti Refident have been as efficc- 
tual for that purpofe anfwered, that 

he thought it would not i becaufe the Refi- 
dent was generally undertlood to be the 
confidential friend of Mr. and 

thcicfore his agency would . been fufr 
pedted. He was afked, if he was fure that 
Mr. Ha Rings had publiffied all the affidavit? 
that the witnefs had taken He replied^ 
that he could not tell j but he hi.d fuch a re¬ 
liance ou the veracity and honour of Mr. 
Hailings, that he prefumed he had pubiiffi- 
ed thein ail. He was pext aficed, if the 
ebaraditr of Mr. Hafiings Rood fo high for 
veracity and honour, whether the atteftatioii 
of fuch a man would not have Ramped fuffi- 
cient 'avnhtntlcity on the s^ffidavits, and ren- 
detad it unnecejrary, that the Chief Jufiice 
fhouid be called upon to sdminifieT 0,111^4 
out of his own jurifdiiRipn ?-rHe repliecl| 
that he thought the' .uUeRatjpn of a perfon 
not connefHcl with the executive gov'un- 
ment, would have moft weight. He was 
alked, if he had rot taken the affidavits re- 
,I^tive tQ the rebellion of the Begums, fortlijs 


]jp5f(2 of jnftlfysng; Mr- for plan- 

4 \n% thefe Princcdes, r^nd preveiuing any 
' enquiry into fiia cotitM on that 
—fj^A ?—‘Ke anfwerctl irl the negative j for 
though he ccnfidcred the I'evoliition of fee- 
iiarcB to have bm) oV Fo important a nature, 
that Ive thought at the time it would lead to 
an (inquiry into the condu^F of the Governor- 
General, yet tlte public- notoriety of the dif- 
affe< 5 tion of the Begums did hot leave him 
roorn to think, even for a moment, that ;the 
punlfhment .vndi< 5 »ed €?n thefe Princefles for 
their rebellion could cvci- be made a fubje< 5 t 
of public enquiry.-—Fie v/as afked, if he 
Iiimfelf had not, by the dire^^i'ion of Mr. 
Haflings, denred Mr. Middleton to contrive, 
if pofnbie, ' to bring the Nabob to make a 
requifition that he might be permitted to 
foize the jaghirca of his mother and gmnd- 
imother ? On this point the witnefs could 
not rpeak with great certainty 5 but he was 
inclined to anfwer-it rather in the negative 
than in the affirmative. 

Mr. Sheridan then n^ari a paffiagefrom the 
fccond defence of Mr. Haflings, in which the 
latter gentleman faid, that Sir P.lijah lm|>ey 
had been direOed to make fuch a communi- 
cdtion to Mr, Middleton. Mr, Sheridan then 
ailced, if the witnefs diffielieved that alfcr- 
tion ^ He replied, thiit probably what T^r. 
Haftings had written was true, but that he 
did not recoiled that the fait was as it vi^as 
ftated there. Mr. Sheridan then faid, tJiat 
he muft conclude the witnefs contradicted 
the adeition made by Mr. Hayings. Sir 
Elijah obferved, that he gave his evidence 
without conlidering how it would bear on 
citlier the charge or tlie defence; and that it 
would be for the Court to apply it,—Mr. 
Sheridan faid, that he would prove here¬ 
after, to the entire, fatisf^^^ion of their Lord- 
fhips, that the Nabob h id been urged and 
prefle^d on the part of Mr. Hailings to make 
a requifition for leave to refume tiie Begums 
jaghires ; that he at length did make rhe de- 
fired rtvquirition in form, and that Mr. Hafl- 
ings had a<Sled as if fuch requifition Had been 
made fr<?ely and voluntar ily by the Nabob. 

At the concluficn of his evidence. Sir Eli¬ 
jah Impey ufed the following words; 

“ U has been objo<n:ed to me as a erme^ 

“ my Lords, that I ftepped outof my official 
line, in the bufiiiefs of tht^ affidavits ; that 
“ I a^cd as the Secretary of Mr. Raftings. 

« X did do fo. But 1 truft it is noi; in one 
fo/itatyinjiance that I have done more than 
<« n rsrc duty might require. The records of 
fi the Ball India Companyj the minutes of 
“ the PIoulc of Commons 5 the recolle<ftion 
It of various inhabitants of India—vll, all, , 
cl I truft, will prove that I never h;ive been 
51 wantpigi^ to wh^t I heW was {be Jirvisc of 


my country, X have fta'd, when 
fidety have whlfpercd, “ there^"! 

‘‘ occafioAi i-^r your delay P’ 1 have 
forth—when individual eafe might have 
faid—‘<1 Stay dt home !’V I have advifed, 
“ when 1 might coldly have denied iiny ad- 
“ vice. But, J thank God, recoile^llon does 
“ not raife a biufti at the part Ltook j and 
‘‘ what did, I am not hoit/ aftiamod tgi 
“ mention }’* 

At half part five th(i Managers feemed 
think they had heard enough from Sir 
Elijah. 

Various' Lords put diffeknt queftions : 
Lords Suffolk, Carlifle, Stanhope, Walfing- 
ham, Kinnaird, and Poitchefter, the latter 
of whom ufed a word from tlic witnefs, viz. 
ffiSregate, 

The Court was very numeroully at¬ 
tended. 


TwkN'TY-F ouRTfi Day, 

Wedn esday, May 7- 

Thisdaya great dear of w'ritten evidence 
was pioduced to fhew what exceffics had 
been committed by the IngliflTi ftationed In 
Oude, upon the inhabitants of that cout\try: 
one papa- ftated, that one morning an Eng- 
Idh officer had can fed the heads of eighteen 
natives to be ftruck off. 

A letter was iidxt read to difprove tile af- 
fertiou made by Mir, Raftings in his defence, 
that he hsad left the territory of Oude in a 
ftouriftiing condition. This letter was from 
Lord Cornvi":d!k-—It ftated, that oh his vifit 
to Lucknow ho was received by riie Vizier 
with every mark of refpe«ft and attention; 
but that he v/as ftioc.ked at the deplorable 
apparancB of the country and tl)e' pebple j 
that he exhorted the Nabob in the moft ur¬ 
gent manner to adopt a fyftem of oeconomy 
in the expenditure of the revenue, and to lay 
dov<n fixed principles of govern nent for the 
happinefs and advantage of his fubjefts. 
That the Vizipr replied, he had no intereft: 
in eftablifhing a I'y ftcm of oeconomy, vvhile 
the ’influence' cf rhe Englifti Governaient* 
ruled every thing about his Court and in id* 
dommions j and that for him to attempt a 
new lyrtern of government, under fuch qir-. 
cumilances, would he abfurdj.as his autho¬ 
rity was laughed at and defpiftd by ids fub- 
jefts, who locked upon him as a cypher; 
but that if the Englifti were to ftUTcr him to 
be the mafter 01 his dominions, he w julfl 
bect>mc truly ixjconomica), and lay down 
plans for the improvement of the commerce 

and encouragement of the agvituiture of lus 
people. 

Another letter from Lord Cornwallis 
ftated, that bis I.ordfliip had feen ronie?of 
‘ tlje cavalrV) ,and piher jiajtr. of the army of 
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s That fi? hvn<f''?c-und tlitcm fuch as it 
c be fafsj l'(ir a Gfcvv.4r.-il to place 
^Kindtvnce opttaf and,, indeed, xVom 

--i feen of the ekmtiv, that it vt'ould 

he iinpotfible for the Cojr>pany, -m cafe ot a 
war^ to draw anyaffi/iancefroni it. 

A iorter fronm Mr. K.irkp?itnck was read, 
to coiu.vadhil: another affertion in the dttence 
B^ade by Mr. namely, tl»;t the 

IVinces of India had a iKigli opinion of his 
go(Ki faitli; and that Madajee Seindia had 
written a ^ertor to our tnoft Gracious Sove- 
I’cign, in which he beitowed the Jughe/f 
praifeon Mr, Hailings, and leeined to have 
nothing mere to alh, than that tho/e who 
/hoold facet rd bis government niight 

fcliow his example, ivlr. Kirkpatrick's let¬ 
ter, which was addrefTcd to I^>rd Corcwal- 
hs, alTured that tlic nativtj.s had experienced 
fo many breaches of faidi on the part of the 
that it vvoulci be a very difficult 
rijittyr to- prevail upon them ever to p,luce 
coofirence in our pronrhihs or engagements j 
and therefore, however fmcere Government 
rnight b? jyi ihcir intention tr, he faithful to 
Ihcif ergagfii'ients, nothing but time and 
fonie more happy experience of a change in 
our meafur'^'ri, could make the natives place 
any confidence »r> our affiirances. I his letter 
ol h'|r. Kirkpatrick’was the more remarkable, 
as it \Aj;as >A'ritttn from the,country of Ma~ 
dajec Scmdia, the Midir:it,td Pr-ncc, who, 
according to tire defence of Mr. Haflirigs, 
hail Co j^eat a rtliance upon the faith of his 
government, that he wiffied ^11 future Go¬ 
vernors uf Bengal might <v.}!.ere as religiouHy 
to ^heit engagenients as Mr. Haibings had to 
his. 

'I'he Managers having gone tluoxigfi this 
written evidence, defired that 
Mr. MIDDLI-TON 

Jhould be called to the bar. This gentleman 
having jj^ade his appearance, underwent a 
long fcjtamination on the fubjedt of the CH^ 
*urfc of tht Begum':-jaghiresj and fheirtrea- . 
fuio, Scc^ He Wa.s alkect how long the 
rebellion of the Begums, fuch as he fup- 
|x>fed it to be, had lafted ? He f;;id he be- 
hcvcd i,he period of its duration might have 
been from the fame period in the ntonth nf 
Av/i uff, at which Cheyt Sing broke out into 
rebellion, to the latter end of September.—. 
'’ibis qucilicn was thought to be ths more 
mifcrial, as the Begums were nt»t Itripped 
pi their jag,hires till the Decemb-T following, 
!ncart;ir<,s r/Tortths after the conclnPon of the 
fuppofed rebellion, though that rebellion had 
ftnCc hccn made the ground or caufe for 
wlilch then j?.ghirvS were feized. 

He was alked, if Sir Elijali Impey had 
€ommurjlcatcd*to him the pleafure of Mr. 
Hahings rdntiv® ^to the refumj^viuo cf the 


jaghires ? He believed he might have 
verfed with Sir JLiijah on the fubjedt. 
palfagc Irtim one of his tnwn letters was thcr* 
read to hini, in thefe words Your.plejv- 
fur© X have leariied from Sir Elijah Impey 
relative to the Begums, and I ffiall take 
care to ufe every infiucnce wiffi the No- 
“ bob to fccond your view's.” He acknow¬ 
ledged that he had writien the letter in which 
that paiTdge was to be found. The objedk 
of the Managers in examining tlic witnefs to 
this point was, to fliew that the plan for 
fjizing upon the treafurcs of the Begums, had 
originated with Mr. H aflings, and not v/ith 
the Nabob. 

The Managers then read a letter from th® 
Bow Bcgtifn, or princefs mother, to Mr# 
Briftow, ftating the hard/hips of her ffiua- 
tion, the ea^umnies of hftr enemiis, and her 
owm innocence, and caillhg upon the Er»g- 
lifh for that profe«a:ion, which by treaty they 
were bound to afford her. Other letter# 
were read, written by Xdeutenant-Colonei 
flannay and Capt. Go; don,'to the Begum;, 
and her MinlBcrs Bahar and Jewar Ally 
Khan, thanking them for their "kind inter- 
pofition, whiclii had faved the life of Capf. 
Go rlon. The Counfeifor Mr. Hartings ob- 
}e<fled to the adxniffion of tlinefe letters as 
evidence, becaiife printed copies of Jecterst 
were not <^viclence, whilfl the originals could 

be obtained^ but ftUl kfs wcVe they evi¬ 
dence in tile prefent cafe, as the writer, or 
fuppofed vniter of fome of tljcm, was in 
London j and the Managers ought, in point 
of candour, to call upon him to flate whe¬ 
ther thefe were copies of letters that had really 
been wTitten by him. 

Mr, Sheridan faid, it was impoffible for 
him to ptotiuce the wrltei s of tbefb letters, 
becaufe one of them was the younger Be¬ 
gum, who was itt India, and could not be 
brought to this country 5 another of them 
(Col. Hannay) was dyad ; and as for ihfi 
third, Capt- Gordon, he did not think pro¬ 
per to call hhn, thougli he ihouid be on the 
fpot j for nocwithflanding the many exp/<jf- 
hon-s in hie letters of gratitude to the Begum 
«>4d berMinillers, for the prefervation of fu5 
life, this gentleman hart not thought pr-'jpst 
to take the icatl notice of fo remarkable 4 
circumflnnce in his depolfition, or affidavip, 
before Sir Elijah Impey. But it was not nc- 
cehary that he fliould produce either the orb 
ginals, or the writers of th(Tc letters ^ ihvy 
had been printed and annexed to one of th^ 
charges againll Mr. Hallings,. to wtrich 
charge that gentleman had been admitted to 
make a defence .^t the bar of tfie Hctdb of 
Commons 5 and in that defence h«iad/iutt.vd 
there very letters to be genuine, and the^ 
printed cojpic^ to hv fiuihfub 

Mr.. 







l.av^ fald, that the Commons might 
bat fuch had been annex^jd to the 
i/m tlT® Commons, and that Mr. Haft- 
argutd upon thsni as if they were 
^;^uine, but not ctdmuhi^ them to be j 
and after the Managers tfhonkl have proved' 
this, he would contend that the evidence of 
fa<ffs fo proved was not admi/Tibk againil the 
defendant, 

Mr. Burke faid, It was a hard tldng for 
the Commons to proceed tinder the various 
difadvantagea which naturally arofe out of 
the delinquency of the prilbner at the bar. 
One of the charges agalnfl him was, that he 
had fupprefled iettero which he was bound 
in duty to have recorded, and which, if he 
had, would be evidence for their LordOiips j 
but now that he had violated his duty, and 
fuppreffed correfpondence, his Counfel tri¬ 
umphantly called out for the original letters : 
this wa« making the prifoner avail himfelf of 
his own wrong, contrary to ail principle? of 
jultice.—-The. Managers proceeded to prove, 
that tiiefe letters had been printed and annexed 
to a charge in the Houfe of Common^ to 
which Mr. Hahings had made a defence; 
and a paffage from that defence was read, to 
pretve thlit he had admitted thefe letters to 
be genuine. They were aca;^rdingly read, 
and taken down upon their Lordlhips mi¬ 
nutes. 

After this, Mr. Law obferved, that as it 
did not appear from ariy evitlence given by 
the Managers, diat* thefc letters had ever 
reached the hands of Mr. Halfings, he hoped 
the Hon. Manager who had charged him with 
having fuppreM letters, would in candour 
and jullice to the gcntl^’iati at the bar re¬ 
tract his afJertion, 

Mr. Burke, afluming oil the dignity of 
jfituation belonging to a perfon adhng for and 
reprefenting the Commons of England, re¬ 
plied, ^ My LoitPS, THE CopNSEl, DE¬ 
SERVES NO AKSWEB.’” 

Mr. Sheridan proved, that fome of the molf 
material evidence relative to the Begums, had 
been actually fupprelTcd ; for he fbted from 
written documents, theauthenticiry of which 
had been previoufly elfabUlhed, that Ooulafs 
Koy (a man who had refided, in Oude, and 
was beft acquainted with all that belonged to 
the condufl of the Begums) had been Tent 
to Benares to make his depofition ; and that 
after he had male it, he was fent home*.— 
but, faid Mr,. Sheridan, not the lealf notice 
or account of this depohtion of Ooulafs Roy' 
was to be found in the collection of affidavits 
taken by Sir Elijah !mpey. 

The Managers then continued the cx.^mi- 
nation of Mr. Middleton, His books of 
correfpondence were produced; and it ap¬ 
peared, that many pages were torn out, and 



othei's Were added, wHkh \vtfre lof.. 
being icwed or fw^und up withthe 
of the books ^'appeared to b<? numbar^-. 
paged in h?s way r A was carried on 

«nd ptijVed in regular order; when that fiib.. 
je<irt Was encled, anothei' began again with 
I, 2, 3, Arc.'v lo that page i occurred 
more than once in The^fame volume. : . Now 
^ gtea,t number of leaves were tornl Oitt, and 
tiie ne;. t page to thcle thijt had been fotorn 
bore i\}^. Nq, j , and Lim s went 'bn rcgiilsrly 5 
fo thar awhile hifboryof any one tran/hftiorsi 
miglu have been thhs deftvoyed. The leaves ■ 
fo tom offi had been boundnp.v/ith'ithe reft,, 
and the threads of the binding iroiii which, 
they bad been torn remained, 

Mr, iMiddieton v^’as not able to .Kcount for 

tins lacerated itate of his b<xiks. 

He was then afl.!;ed, if the Nabob had been 
always Inclined to takefiom his parents their 
jaghires and etees ? Be faid, he believed 
he v as ever inclined to do (o, but had been 
withheld by his d.p;id of the Engh^'h, wliofii 
faith wa^s pledged to, ^uarahtcc to the Bow 
Bcgum, at leafK thow. and trea.. 

fures. He wa.. ar<ed next, how he could, 
in one o{ Ids letters to Mr. Hafings, Rate, 
that he had an airtio/i reluHt3t(c$ 

t(x the mcajure? Be dhJ r‘icoUe<j;i: that he had 
made ufe ot thav expi-.KfTic.ii, The fcXpreC- 
Bon apptartxl In a letter of Mr, Kaftings to 
Mr. Middleton, rri whjah the formei' adverts 
to and repv'ats this exp':dR;ion, a ; taken from 
a preceding letter from Mr. Middieion to the 
Goventor-General. Thic latter of the ’.vit- 
nels, to which; Mr. flaflings ’referreef, was 
not to he found, and was by the Managers 
faid to b'.* one of the tnany that had been 
deflroyed or fupprefled. Another latter, 
•frony the Nabob, which Mr. Middleton faivj 
he difparched to Mr. Hqftings, and which 
related to the relunipiion of the jaghires and 
tr^afures, was not to be found upon record, 
but Was alfo fuppreffi:d or hdf. 

Mr, Middleton was aficed, Mr. 

Kaffings would not have ca\:fed the jaghires 
to he fci'zed, vvhc’’:her the .Nabob had consent- • 
ed or not ? He luid, he biileved ho would, 
HO’ wa."; alked, if he hiinfeif (the witnefs) 
had not iffiied ivr ow«r orderor p^rwatwahr, 
for that purpofe, without v aiUiig Ibr the con- 
lent of the Nabob ? , He replied, thk cvir- 
tainly he had iigncd land ihded ffime of th-fu 
perwantiahs, and delivered them to t.Ho MU 
nlfter, but he did not believe they had 
difpatclied by him before the. Nabob hgned 
perwannahs for the fame parpolb. He was 
alked, if the Nabol> had not at the rime-dr-. 

( lared, that his fo hgningW'v; rt« 
pulfion? This Ml. Midvilcton adinitfed. 
He w'as then called upon to, fay, how he 
coqid affert that the Nabob had been always 

incimed 
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;! refume the js5rhit*e.s, and would 
; if he had not Ir-en withheld by 
euarintte ? Tlio anfwer we 

__^dl able to underftnrnd i thesvituefs 

faid foinetlVmg about tiie Nabob’s widting to 
refurneonly Jome jaglures, but Mr* J’^altlngs 
would have birn rtrfume a//. 

He was afked, if the fecond article of the 
treaty;of Chunar did not leave tlwNjibob at 
liberty to rtfumefuch jaghires as he ^oukl 
think proper to it^iume? He faid, It did. 
He w^as atkcd then, if the meaning of that 
article w*as, that the Nabob ibould mfume 
thofe that lie did not think proper to nsfuimc ? 
He replied In the negative. He was defired 
then to rsconcile, if he could, a treaty which 
gave tliK Nabob to nfame Juch ^-i he 
Ihould pleafe^ with an ord^r that he Jhould 
refume frcfi jaghires as he wijhtd not to pof- 
fel’s himfelf j hay, that he fiiould refume dlL 
Mr* MiddJ<?ton,adin.ltted, that upon the face 
of the treaty, the order ju^l mentioned and 
the treaty itfeif were irreconctleable, He 
faid, however, that from the beginning he 
had told the Nabob rhar. hemvfft refume all 
ilie jaghire^. 

Mr. Sheridan contended, t(»nt in this the 
wimefs had flatly contradldfed what he had 
faid on a preceding day on the fame lubjeff, 
v.?hcn it appeared from his evidence, that the 
Nabob’s reUidfancc had been exprelTed when 
the refumption of the Begums’ jaghires was 
mentioned to him j for at that time the re- 
fumption of no other jaghires had been fo 
much as hinted to him. The former evi¬ 
dence was read, and Mr. Middl^tca was en¬ 


deaVouring to recurcHe * wh.it he had fs 
when the Lnrd Chance![or objerved, tiiat t] 
difouBion of this point might take up nmcl 
time, and it was then near fix o’clock f* 
Tiis point was then dropped, and their 
Loidflilps adjourned. 



Twenty-fivth Day. 

Thurso AY, May 8. 

Mr. Middleton was callefl again to the 
bar this day, and Ids examination andcrofs- 
examination hifted till the rifing of the 
Court, ar half paft five o’clock. It appeared, 
from one of his letters, that a man was kept 
in the Company’s pay, at Fyzabad, for the 
purpofe of forwarding fuch letters as might 
be addreflTed to the Refident at Lucknow, 
and of tranfmitting Nv.hatever intelligencer 
fhouid come to his knowledge, that w*a$ in, 
any degree Important. Hewasafked, what, 
was the name of this man ? He faid, it was 
Gouliifs Roji, He was afited, if this man had 
not been fent to Benares to depofe wliatever 
he had heard relative to the rebellion of the 
Begtrms, being fuppofed to be well acquaint¬ 
ed with every thing that had pvaHTcd at Fyza- 
bad ? On this point the witnefs was not 
able,to fpeak with any certainty. A paiT^ye 
of a letter was then read to him, written by 
Majdr Davy, informing him that Goulafs 
Roy having beem,examined, anrl his depoft- 
tion taken, relative to the rebellion of the 
Begums, had been fent back to Fyzabad. 
He was then alked, why this depofiticn did 
not appear among the other affidavits ? He 
replied, that he did not know until he, heard 


* They v;ho look for every witnefs to deliver himfelf with fuch perfpicuity andiiddrcf=? 
«s Sir Elijah Impey and Major ScOtt, will look more often than they find. How intel- 
leclual Mr. Middleton may be, feema pretty obvious. And yet. in 'Weffminlfer, as dfe- 
where, things are not always as they feem. Ignorance may be loquacious, and genius mute* 
Sir W. Yonge, of George the Second’s time, had the trick, without three ideas in conti¬ 
nuity, to tulk himfelf into 3000I. a-yearl while Pope, v/hen appearing for his friend 
Atterbury, faltered into forgetfulnefs of all his fine powers—and in the few fhort lines 
which fonned Itis teffimony, he committed as many tretn/greffions *jgmnjl grammar f 

Mr. Middleton is not meant further to be likened to Pope.—Wits may have Ihort memo¬ 
ries. It would be well if each fhort memory had wit. If it was fo, embarraffment had 
been changed into felf-po 0 effion, and we ihould have fplendour In the place of obfeurity. 

Mr. Middleton was more agitated, and therefore more confufed, than ever. The quef- 
tions put to him, he apprehended tardily 5 and his anfwers ofijcn were fo perplexed, as to 
make them yet more tardily apprehended in return. 

In the courfe of tins prolix detail, Mr. Sheridan managed mofi: of the ihatter. A few 
queftions came iVom Mr, Fox j and when Mr. Adam let fall a few words on their Bde, 
,prot.:iy!ng thdr witnefs, the Chancellor very properly kt him Icnow, that every witnefs 
is in the. prore<flion of the Court.” 

The word cartion ” api>earing in fome of the Benares papeis—Mr, Burke, with 
his vvonttxl promptitude aiv 4 force, obferved on its peculiarity—That this was a flower 
“ not likely to have been gatl)ei*ed among Oriental growths; but that it waa to be tmeed 
“ fpringing on very different ground.” Then flinging away his flower, he faid, it fmelt 
“ of the ciiflc.” 

t 'I he Court was very thin—ifcarcrly ten women of falhion, and not twenty of the 

Cvm:ivoij5.! : "7 

f this 



1% rea4 that Gouliirs Hoy had been 
artd therefore he was not able to 
fej^^ for the honv-appearance of hlsriepo^ 


: nor did he know any native by napid, 
who had made an affidavit before Sir Elijah 
Jmpey. Ife fl\ewed CoL Hannay hi& oi’dcrs 
from Mr. HaftingSj to land out who itnew 
-any^liing relative to the conduct of the Be¬ 
gums i and as the perfonS who were mofl 
likely to know fuch things, were native offi¬ 
cers in CoL'f lannay's regimenc, he ieftpt to 
him to find them out. He was afked, if- 
Col. Hannay was not acctifed by the Be¬ 
gums with having dccafioned all the dlfturb- 
ances in Oude ? He replied, that he believed 
the Begums had made fuch an accufatlon. 
Mr. Burke then clefired ths witnef^ would 
fay, whether he thought it was decent or jull 
to commit to aperfon fo accufed, the charge 
of finding out wltneffei to blacken hl.s ac- 
cufefs ? He laid, he did nor. commit fuch a 
charge to him j he barely commusicated to 
him the orders which the Govamor-Oeneial 
had Cent to the wimefs. ^ 

Mr. Law affeed, if the jaghire left by the 
late Nabob to the Bow Begum was conilde- 
rable ? He replied, that, iiji his Opinion^., it 
not worth more than tWO lacks of rupees 
a.year; but that her foo,i the prefent Na¬ 
bob, had given hei' other jaghircs, making 
her whole income/.v iMi a yeaf. He was 
aficed, whether the Begbm was not reputed 
to have had a large, and what, fum in her 
pofieffionnt the time of her hufiiand’s death ? 
He replied, that it was computed Ihe Iiad 
two crorcs, or a,oco,oooL This treafure he 
conceived to be the inheritance of the prefent 
Nabob, though it was in the Zenana; for 
the late Nabob rehded at Byaiabud, wdiere 
Ills widow Hill relides, and he had no other 
treafure than that which was depofited in 
the Begum’s Palace. He confidered the Be¬ 
gum only as the Nabob's treafurer, and not 
the owner of the wealth: and a clrcumftance 
iiad occurred which induc«d him to form 
this opinion. When the late Nabob was 
profecuting the Rohilla war, he give the 
vvicnefs a draft for 15 Licks, to be p.sid out 
of this tmafure at pyzabacl; the draft, hov/- 
er-cr, v/as not honoumd t the. Hc-gum, who 
svas at that time with him in the Camp, thm 
flmw for the fame fum, and her draft was 
Immediately paid, Mr. Sheridan alked,^ if 
this fmft did not prove dire<iHy the revevfe ? 
for as the Nabob’s order tor the money had 
been difregarded, and the Begum-s duly ho¬ 
noured, it: would appear that ths fund upon 
wiiich both had drawn belonged to the Be¬ 
gum, and not to h'.^ fon. 

Mr. ^^Iv-ridan, in order to fhew that th« 
treafure's left by Sujah ul L'Owlah could not 
he Co great .Os tlie vvitnefs Iwd thought cljs'iu >. 


to be, affited v/hat was the fufn that tii! 

Nabob was to pay for our affiilaiac^ 

i- XTJS RMIN ATrkci thg RoKlL L AS i 

witnefs replied, forty kclfcs; fifteen 
paid before the. death df the. Nabob, add 
fince that period the Begumi had paid fifiy- 
fiJt lacks, 560,0001. Sheridan left ic 

then to their LordHups to judge, whctl'uvf 
ihe could liave '2,000,600]. ilerlirig, in thz 
Zenana. 

Mr* Law afkerl, whethe^r the Begumij bad 
not a confaderabie b^ikly of troop’s in thiiii 
jaghires ? whether they wefeno't inde^jondent 
of' the Nabob ? whether rhs^ Begums Mini- 
llsrs did riot frequently oppofe the Nabob’s 
officers ? whethei his Hlglmefs h^Ki not fre¬ 
quently cxpieifed a wiffi that- the jaghires’iof 
his parents were refumed and vvlictikir hO 
had not coinplained, that two''fulcrs, mean¬ 
ing himlulf and his mother, were too 
many for one country ? I'he vyltneis replied, 
that the Begums had trOpps, whichi were 
certainly indirpsndeiit of the/Nabob, whofe 
officers hid often been refified by un¬ 
der the orders of Bahvir and JeWar Ally 
Chan, the Begums ; and thefe 

and other reafons, he would have refunicd 
the jagbires, if he had not been withheld by 
the Engiiffi guarantee ; but hs did .not rccol- 
ledl precVfcly that he had heard, hi n 
“ two rulers were too many ibr' ono 
“ Country.''* 

In^anfwcr to foffie put to him 

by Mr. Sheridan, he faid^ th.at every perfon 
holding a jaghlm^iyasbbliged to hire troops } 
that they were necefiary fot the coile^fion of 
the revenue; that the Nabob had irequenriy 
attempted to incroach upon the jaghires of 
his parents, whofe M^nifiers, as 
in duty bound, refified the ipcroaPh.iTicnrs 5 
and this difeharge of tfieir duty Ava$, he be¬ 
lieved, one of the reafonsthat made the Na** 
bob diflike tlocm. 

Mr. Sheridan then undertooK to fubftao.- 
tiate, that 'the keeping tbv^. Nabolfs family^ 
portioning the daughters, &c. iMcs/tvas al¬ 
ways thought to be a necellary part of Iris 
affcAvance ; That he had complained of the 
Englii'h, as tliefource of all his 'difficttltie?; 
That two gentlemen were m^ntipned--* 
whom "Mr. Middleton did not reme; nbsr, 
though he recolfdded they Were named in tlie 
letter—q’hefc: two gentlemen proved to 
Mr. Brifiow and Mr, Middleton—theformof* 
of whom, Mr. Burke obferved, hrJli 
fo/ithSi the latter ibf 

The .letter was read by the Clcrit, 

Miv I/aw here oh(«*’ved, they could not 
get .icceL to thefu Jr:?ttsrs, a.s they w-ere taken 
away each night by the Hon, Managers, 

The lord'chanccllor, with that- i;ierfpi-. 
oiiity which diferirt'dnaces gli,' and kriews 
j ^ every 
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tn§igy fald, ‘‘-They were, or (houldbe, 
^^o^e 4 / in the Parliament OiRce—that 
fa/ties fliouid have accefs to them, 
- whJ^n" found neceffary, but that neither fhould 
remove them at their pleafure.” 

Mr. Sheridan afked the witnefs, wliether, 
after the late Nabob had been defeated by 
the Englilh at the battle of Buxar, the Be¬ 
gum had not repaired to him with all her 
treafure ? He replied, that /he had repaired 
to him, and had carried with her valuable 
efFefts, on which /he raifed great fums for 
his ufe} and this mark of fidelity and at¬ 
tachment to her hulband, in the critical 
moment of his diftrefs, was, the witnefs 
admitted, the foundation of the unbounded 
love he ever after entertained’for her. The 
witnefs alfo admitted, that he had heard the 
Begum had prevented her hu/band from put¬ 
ting his fon, the prefent Nabob, to death} 
and had, by her great influence over her 
hu/band, prevailed upon him to fingle her 
fon out from ail his other children, and confti- 
tiite him his heir.—This evidence was given 
to prove, that if thefe Princes had greatly 
enriched the Begum through gratitude, it 
would not be fair to fay that they did not give 
her a property in the wealth, and more par¬ 
ticularly, as the Begums were obliged to fup- 
port the family and children of the late 
Nabob, and give them fortunes on their 
y marriage. 

Mr. Sheridan a/ked the witnefs, if all the 
articles of the treaty of Chunar had been 
faithfully obfervcd by the Engli/Ii ? He re¬ 
plied, that he could not anfwer thequeftion, 
tinlefs he was to read the whole treaty, and 
all the correfpondence. Mr. Sheridan then 
faid, he could afk him a more fimple quef- 
tion—Had any one article of that treaty been 
■ kept ? The witnefs could not tell. Mr. 
Sheridan a/ked him, if any articles of it had 
been kept except thofe which were difagree- 
able to the Nabob, and which the witnefs 
had affured that Prince, Mr. Ha/fings never 
intended fhou Id be enforced ? The Counfel 
faid, the que/tion was too broad. Mr. She¬ 
ridan faid, he did not mean to prefs the wit- 
nefsl to anfwer it. 

But he would alk this quefiion—At what 
period had the Nabob ftipulated that /the 
temporary brigade belonging to the Com¬ 
pany, and then in his fervice, /hould be 
. withdrawn ? The witnefs replied, that it 
•was on the 19th of September. 

Mr. Sheridan upon this remarked, that this 
was the very period when the fuppofed vc- 
'bellion of the Begums was raging. He left 
it to their Lord/hips to judge, whether the 
Nabob would infift, that the only troops on 
wliich he could depend /hould be difrnl/Ted, 
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fuch a war was a(?fually exlftin^, he.had t 
greateft occafion for their fervices. 

A very long examination then took place 
on the fubjeft of the witnefs’s books of cor¬ 
refpondence. Thelafl: letter in one of thefe 
books, written on a /heet bound up with the 
reft of the book, was dated the 19th of Oc¬ 
tober j immediately follow fomeloofe /heets,' 
not bound up j and on the fir/1 of them is 
another letter, bearing date alfo the 19th of 
Oiftober. Thefe two letters were not copied 
at the fame time, or on the fame kind of 
paper j for thefe two /heets, though imme¬ 
diately following each other, have different 
•water marku Now the former of the two 
letters, bearing the fame date, was written 
by Major Gilpin to Mr. Middleton, and in- 
clofed copies from the Bow Begum of the 
letters that had been fent to her by Col. 
Hannay and Capt. Gordon. But thefe copies 
ftiould have been inferted in the official book, 
immediately after the letter from Major Gil¬ 
pin, in which they had been inejofed._Mr. 

Middleton faid he had left copies of them in 
the office. 

Loid Loughborough a/ked, why he had 
not fent thefe copies to Calcutta, particularly 
as the Begum had requefted that he would 
fend them as inftruments of her defence, and 
vouchers of her innocence ? He faid, he was 
then retiring from his office, and transferring 
the duties of the Refident to Mr. Bri/low, 

previous to his departure for Calcutta ^The 

noble and learned Lord a/ked, why he had 
not carried with him letters of fo much im¬ 
portance, and delivered them to the Gover¬ 
nor on his arrival at Calcutta ?—He did not 
think it was nece/fary 5 he prefumed his fuc- 
ce/Tor in office would fend them. 

Lord Loughborough obferved, that It ap¬ 
peared from a letter from Mr. Haftings to 
the witnefs, that he was diredted by the for¬ 
mer to enquire who were able to give any evi¬ 
dence relative to the difafFe<ftion of the Be¬ 
gums } to defire that they would make de- 
pofitions of all they knew j that they/hould 
be very particular as to dates and places j that • 
no depofition /hould be drawn up in a Ian, 
guage which the deponent did not under- 
ftand ; and that perfons /hould be prefent, 
who /hould take care that the deponents 
were duly fworn, according to the forms 
preferibed by their refpedlive religions for 
taking oaths j or if any /hould fcruple to 
take an oath, that their affirmation /hould 
be taken with the ufual folemnity,—Now 
the learned Lord wiffied to know, if the 
witnefs could fay, after the receipt of fuclua 
letter, that he did not know, of his own 
knowledge, that any native had made an 


4- , . ,, -. - f^clavit ? Mr. Middleton replied, that he 

juftatthe^ioment, whcn,,r l.ad (hewn the letter to Colonel Hat,na>' 

J Major 



^taptain Gordon could, but he believed the to produce evidence to prove, that the Na- 
dthers could barely underhand it, if it was bob Vizier was a mere cypher in his own 
read to them. Lord Loughborough afleed, • dominions, and that the government of 
how he could commit to others the difeharge them, though nominally in that Prince, was 
of a duty impofed upon himfelf, and for really and efFeftually in the Eall-India Com- 
which thofe others were not at all qualt- pany j and confequently, that Mr. HaftingS' 
fied ? He could not tell why he had done was refponfiblefor the mal-admlniftration of 
fo. He was alked, if he had appointed the provinces of Oude, while he was the 
proxies to feize the Begums treafure, or reprefentative of the Company, as their Go-. 
whether In that cafe he had executed in per- vernor-General. 

fon the orders of the Governor-General ? He Ke obferved to their Lordfhips, that It 
admitted that thefp orders he had carried into was the more neceflary he (hould relate thefo 
execution in perfpn. circumftances, as Mr. Haftings had afferted 

He was afterwards very clofely examined in his defence, 'that It was not true that 
by Lords Loughborough, Stormont, Stan- “ the Nabob of Oude was ever under the 
hope, and Hopetoun, about the mutilated “ centroul of the Bengal Government in the 
ftate of his books. He faid, he never In- “ extent ftated in the charge :~Thar the 
tended to fay they were perfei 3 : copies, he Refident, who reprefented the COuncii- 
hadthem taken only for his own private ufe, “ General, had an influence at his Court, 
he had lent them while at Calcutta to Mr, “ could not be difputed ; but that it was 
Johnfon, who wanted fome letters in it for “ notorious, that thb a^s of the Nabob’s 
his defence againll a charge brought againft “ Government were, on various occaflops, 
him by the Governor-General. He admit- “ remonftrated againft, and ineffectually 
te 4 that it appeared that leaves had been torn “ oppofed by the Refident, as might be feen 
out of them 5 but he declared, that this had “ by the public correfpondcnce of Meffrs. 
not been done by him, or with his confent, “ Middleton and Briftow s—That it could 
or even knowledge. “ not, therefore, be admitted’ that the En- 

One very remarkable circumftance in this “ name and character were concerned 
cafe is, that one of the letters copied in a “ in every aCt of his government, or in any 
loofe fheet, is in the hand-writing of two “ not authorized by them.” ^ 
different ferfons^ and it was admitted by the Mr. Sheridan faid, he trufted that tlie^ 
witnefs, that one part was copied at Luck- Managers would be able to prove, to th© 
now, the other at Calcutta; and if this let- fatisfaaion of the Court, that the Englifh 
ter was copied from the original book left in name and charaaer were really and ti uly 
the Refldent’s office at Lucknow, it was concerned in every aa of the government of 
incomprehenfible how part of it could have Oude. 

been copied at Calcutta. The proofs produced were authentic writ. 

With this examination the bufinefs of the ten documents from the records of the India- 
day terminated, and the Court adjourned, Houfe. From thefe it appeared, that even 


prior to the time when Mr. Haflings was 
appointed Governor-General, the Nabob of 
Oude was entirely dependent upon the Com¬ 
pany i and that the prifoner had afterwards 


half part five o’clock, until May 20. 


Twenty-sixth Day. 
Tuesday, MaV 20. 


After an adjournment of ten days, during fo far degraded'him, as to leave him nothing 
the Whitfun holidays, the Court again re- more than the name of a Sovereign: that 
fumed its fun< 5 fions in all due form. At whatever favourite Miniflcr the Governor- 
twelve o’clock, Mr. Burke called upon the General deftred he would remove, he ha^ 
Clerk to read fome Perfian Correfpondence, immediately removed ; and that he raiftd ta 
confifting of letters from Hyder Beg, the the rank of Miniflers thofe whom Mr. Hafi- 
Vizier, the Nabob, and from the Governor- ings was pleafed to recommend, or rather to 
General. appoint. Letters were produced from the 

After thefe had wafted nearly two hours, Minifters who had been appointed on the 
Mr, Burke wiftied to corroborate the evi- recommendation, or rather nomination, of 
dence already adduced, by an extract from a Mr. Haftings, returning that gentleman' 
Perfian Newfpapcr ! The weight which tlianks for their appointment, and acknow- 
this might have, feemed at firft to be uncer- lodging thenrfelves to have derived their then 
tain, as a record in a Court of Juflice j but fituatioiv from him. 'I he Manager proved, 
the Manager declared it had great authcati- by otheiTctters, that the neighbouring Princes 
° ronfiflfTed 




fihe Ettgllllx ii3 the and rw« 

:, pn/U^ors or aliias^ at ths Nabob 
A ktt^r from Fyzooia lUiai;, the 
^maaihi^ Prince or Chief of the Ro^ 
hiUas, to the Oo’^'crnor, and CouncI), fhev^''^ 
ei, that the once fioutifTiiog country of 
Kolviiand v/as running fiifi to decay; that 
of .villages in it haclbecn deler(cd ; 
and that if fome remedy wns not fpeedily 
fipplied by the Coitipany, die whole G^ovmtry 
would, in a year or two, be reduced to a 
wlidernefs, Fyzooia Khan ifatedj in. this 
letfeil, thit it was his regard for the Com¬ 
pany, and Us honour, that mwde him write 
upon a fubjp^ in which ho had no longer,any 
pCMbnal coheern. 

Other letters were produced from Peifian 
Ncvvfpaper>, ptibliflicd by authority, like the 
J.,oncion Gazette, and recorded by Mr. Hall- 
ings himiVKl 'vhiph proved that other neigh., 
bouring Princeii, and paitioularly the Em¬ 
peror (>f Hindo/ian, lootced upon the Co- 
vemor-General as, the real Sovereign of 
Oucle. JheUcr.s from the Nabob himfelf 
eJearly r.>rcived the fenre he entc.rtaLncd of !iis 
own little Weight in dX‘ government of hi.s 
own country *, for he faid he would leave it 
Oiitirely, and to the Governor-General, 
andrefifrlo \y:t-h him. But no proof was fa 
ftrong as a he ter from Mr. f laAings himfelf 
to Mr. Briflow, th.e EpgHfh I'Cefidtut at 
Lucknow; in which, complalninc; of flyder 
>'eg Khan, MinUter to the ..Nabob, whom 
in other refpecb ho before,'"khd .ever 
fuppoi ted againtt h|S mafter; he fnakes ufs 
of the fr.lJowing amtemptpdus iar^guage of 
the Ftiuoii himfelf ; By an abufe of lus 
'■ infiuonce bver l;he Nabob, he (the j'^ diob 
himfdf) being ^mbiitHr rtm/l in the 
hands cf fonne perfon a .cypHfiK, 

‘I in his (she MiniUer’a) pareo to make 
“ him (tliiNabob) assum» a very uNfiE- 
ct'MiNri, lone of rtfufal, reproach, and 
rcf^.ntmex't, in cppofition to rttcajur^s 
cqmmeYtdeii by M •>, and even to done by 
** MV QUihorny,*'' 

It w.r, proved, that the mcafure of fla- 
tGnihg 4 liriiradc, pf the Comi-'any’s troops 
in. Oudc, at the vxpence of -the Nabob, but 
paid by him throiigh CLn.y^f^y^ and go¬ 
verned iy hirn^ had been oppofed in the Sn- 
preme Council, and that Mr. Francis and 
i-ir John Cla'^erln!: had both prolerted againif 
it. ■ .1 h«- proteU of the Ibrmer v/as very 
fhert. It Ifated, that fneh a meafure muft 
iiceeir.iTlly appear to aU furrounding nations 
ry, becaufe it was not ia nature, 
that an ind psndent Princo fhoukl valif^tatlly 
,:j;rei’ to 1 mcarure that virtually v> e i ji rok r. n 
him. S’.i John Claverh'.g protc/fed againlf 
it, h^ca fe the#-taking: from a Sovereign 


the entire dominion over hla army, 
contraiy to the laws of julHce and of 
rions. 

After the documents by which theife dif* 
ferent points were effablifhsd, had been rcad^ 
Mr, Sheridan informed their Lordflilps, that 
the Managers intended to giye fpine parola 
evidence, fo prove that th.e charge broUi:;vk 
agaiafl the Begums, of their having rebel- 
lion/ly?,- j'osoed Cheyt Sing, was totally 
grounditfs j and that it was a calumny pro¬ 
pagated for the purpofe of giving a colour to 
the infamous a6: of plundering thefe Prln- 
ceBes { fortius purpofe Mr* Sheridandefned 
that 

Captain EDWARJ^S 
’might ho colled hi, 

EYom the teftlmony of this gentleman It 
appeatveh tfiat he bad been between 
and eight years in Dude, in a m'lbtory capa- 
■city j and dmt fer tho latter parr of the 
time he had been Aid de Camp to. the Na¬ 
bob, and ccnftantly about his perion. He 
attended his Hlghnefs from Lucknow to 
Chunar, when the Prince joined PvTr. Hay¬ 
ings at that place. The Nabob, hearing 
that Cheyt Sing had taken arms againn: the 
Comjiany, and that the Govemor-'GencT^l 
was reduced to great Rralts, ported from 
.Lucknov/ witli all the cavalry and ird'antry 
he could murter, and font orders to all the 
other troops he could fpare from other quar- 
to join him at Chunar. Captained- 
^.ttended the Nabob to Chunar j but 
neither at that place, or on- Ins way to it, h.ad^ 
Jju ever heard a word of the difaflbillon of 
the i>eguin.-J, or of their being inarms j and 
he Ws very rtfre, that if common report 
had Rated them fa be difarteiffed at the time, 
and In arms, fucli report niuft have reached 
his ears} hut he never heard any thing of 
the kind wldlrt he was at Chunar, nor iof 
above a fortnight after he had left it. 

On-the Nabob’s return to Ltlcknow, the 
' witnefs attended him. When they had got 
wiiMn a rticrt dlttance of that capital, the 
Nabob, with Mr, Middleton, and Mi¬ 
ni rter Hydcr Beg Khan, turned off to Fyza, 
bad, ^nd the witnefs went on to Lpeknow, 
Tha Nabob traveiled fo faft, by means of 
relays of tleplianpi (on which he had heard 
he had trav< Uud near ,6o miles in one day) 
tlut be could not .:ake infantry with him j 
n<.r had his (fivalry been able to keep up 
wirh him ; fo that In faff he arrived at the^ 
ref fence of Jiis mother a}id grandmotheii 
without any troops, at all. The rabble and 
camp-followers of the Nabob might amount 
to about 3o»ooc, fw. B* was at the 
time when Mr, Hartings would liave’it be¬ 
lieved that' the Begums were, in rebellion \ 


prince ch^ government of his fubjevrts^ .and though it was fald that the Begums m- 

fi; ' . a 
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0 (teibrcne their ,fon, yet be without 
if:j6^n ,p:ud them a viiu without a guard.] 
tud,, that when he hrll hjsard 
charge of ,rebellion brought againtl 
the BcgvunSj the report was, that they in¬ 
tended to drive tU? lingHib out of the coxin- 
try, dethrone the J^'ahob, and place a more 
(ftfKmred brother, Saa^Ut Ally, the throne. 
The Nabobs be heUeved, had not heard of 
this report aft Chunar, or for a long time af¬ 
ter j for he was ff.jre that if he had heard of 
it, he would luvq been ttte firO: to rake tho 
alarm, on account of the danger which 
threatened Itim perfonally,* and would have 
I'mrnecjiateiy commuricateri the alarm to the 
JEngli^i j but be, in fad, did no fuch thing. 
Had ihe whole of fhis r'egular cavalry, that 
latteylBed the Nabob wixen the witnefs and 
he'^arted, acoon^panied him all the way to 
Fyzabad, it would have been found to be 
greatly Inadequate to the tlifk-of defending 
his perfon againil an attack {vom the troops 
of the Begums, if any attack had beeb' 
niadei for the number confiftcd c>f rip morb 
tiian 6co, badly mounted, badly accoutred, 
jilmoff naked, and ill paid : their pay was 
i t; or j 6 months in arreaf ^ they Were dif. 
'^&( 5 ted on thttc account, and he had known 
tliem refufe to go upon fervice, becaufe 
they were not pakl i In a word, they were 
troops on wh^ch no dependence cculd have 
been placed j but hap they been tlie bed In 
the world, .they could not have prrfcf'ved the 
Nabobks perfon from danger at Fyzahad, If 
?t had been in aay j for hls HigHnels bad out- 
traveled them, and left therfx on the road 
behind him. 

The witnefs was exavTilned ne^it as to the 
ffatc cf the country in i 774> tender the late 
Nabob Sojah ul DowialV, and in the year 
1783, under his fon, the prefent Nabob, 
Afdph ul Dowlah. He faid, that at the for¬ 
mer period, the country was in a moft Bou- 
rliliiiig condition, as well In point of agri- 
culture, as, of manufaaures and commerce, 
and the people were in a ftateof happlncfs 
and profperlty. But at the latter period, the 
country, in many places, bore the ftrongeft 
marks of defolatlon j and the mhabltants, 
reduced to poverty and wretchednefs, wer^ 
pbliged to abandon their homes, , and fly from 
the places of their nativity. He fald, that 
he had heard from common farric, that tlie 
people aferibed their diftrelfes to the oppref- 
fions of Lieut. Col, Hannay. Ho was alked,. 
if he beHex'cd common fame had carried the 
tidings of thefe oppiefTions to-the ears of 
Mr. Hayings ? He anfwered, that he was 
inclined to think it had not j for be believed, 
that had' Mr, Haftings heard of oppreBiens, be 
would infiandy have reniove<l the author of 
^hem. He was afked, whether the dcfola- 
^pn of the country had nof; cccafipuud i 



by the long drought with wb*ch tba p-; 
of Qude' bad been afilb^lod ? He rei 
that! it had not j' for .durin.g the wholn of'rus 
refidence in that, country , he. had never lieard 
of a. dmugitr j nor did the p.'2opb depedd f> 
rrmch upon rain for fertilixtdg tlieir f!eid% 
upon waters preferved by tliem in wells,' and. 
colleded 

This v/itneL being done with by thtt 
Cminfol, difFercnt Lord.i! atoi hirn qupiHons 
.^Lcvrds'PorchcfU-ir, Hawked &:c. Tho Ut¬ 
ter alked much 'about the attendmee on tbu 
Nabob^S in order to afceitaln tho 

numbers of the troops that foibw^ 

Mr. Sheridan and tb^ t'ourt having don<5 
with Capt. Ldwards, the former ddired that' 
-■CoUnei ACUMf^rr ' ' ' 

might be called* 

Tills gentleman brfd a eomman.d fn a p.lace 
30a miles didrmt fron; Fyzaljad, and there¬ 
fore he could Uy nothing' of biS;OW;n knew- 
It'djoo abdut tbs rcheUid'p of ttto Begums. Hr 
could, only frorn'reper^ u^thp 

trC]jfa<SHon3 at FyZvXbad and Benare?, ; on ae- 
cotiiit of the dblancp thofo ' 

.and !d'S flatloii. Being albcd wbut that ' 
dhlance W'Ss ? he eyclted a. friiile/uiore than 'i 
once, by. rderring the Lord Chancellor .fronl . y 
his7J?m«rv---v.ducb not truil^to- .'l' 

the Book of pubillhal under the direc- ■ 
tion of thcvCompaiiy r ' ''-.l. 

He bad hterd, bpW«^vw*, .0^^ ' 

anccs St Bcmiyes, :r;':d,yv,n;3 : wen preparing to 
fend f6Vwar<|f^,h:«tr<lion i>f fe^wys at the very , ■ 

time xvhen, inford^.ffoni P’-'**** 
pofe \vei'c,:jbnt to bUrr by Pabv.er*, i 

Ho had ulfp;)rcardii''f'H foi2?\ire of tbt. Te- 
gums trearvyres,'■bbrho had hoard of' 

tbofe Ir‘.rincc#'s being in a flate of reWiion I ■; 
Sir Biljah lmpey» on his going to Chunar, ‘ 
and Mr. Hafbngs.^ on hi'i return^ had-'both ' 
vl/itcd him -'4 bis cantonments., but from j 
ncitber of thenx bad he heard a fmgie word 
of the rebellion.*— Chb Acbmuty’ bving croi's- - 
examined by Mr. HaBblgs’’ Coiuvfel, was 
afked, MhetltC'r it xvas the cu/foiTi of the 
latter genrieman to fpcak of public 
kt t^ible ;V He replied, th,it l;c had never 
been in the conbdence of . Mr. Haitingi.— He 
was af)<ecl, if the Beguins, f'jppofing they 
ha<t intended to drive the EnglKb f jorn 0\idc, 
had /Irength fuftident to accompl’dlx fuch a . 

. purpofe? He replied in the negative. He 
faid further, that the accompli foment of , 
fuch a projedl was, In Ins opinion, 
ble. He had heard of the compiaiitts-oi tho-1] 
inhabitants of Barach againit Col, Huniviy 5 
and, as far as he could learn, dic ir opinion ot^-| 
that gentleman \m& very imj'avourabio, C;r \ 
rather it was a very bad one j but of 
grounds of th!it opiniorx^ the witntib Cv-add j 
{&y of his own fo]towie(l|c. 

'A, 
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with reffie< 5 l to oppref- 
tM /Witnc/s replied, that “ he did 

9m the genera '^. character 
UaJii/igSf that he would opprejs any 

Lord Cathcart aflced fome queftions. This 
witnefs being difmifTed, further written evi¬ 
dence was proceeded on till five o’clocks 
when the Court adjourned. 



TwEK 1 V-SEVENTH DaY. 

Wednesday, May. 2,1. 

The proceedings were on this day refumed 
by reading various extracts fconn the Perfian 
Correfpondence, Sec. fpr the purpofe of 
^ ■ proving the devices that had been ufed to 
veil in myftery the tranfa£iions which gave rife 
to the prefent charge j—that the correfj^ond- 
^ncc wliich fhould have been preferved fully, 
fairly, and explicitly, for the information of 
Mr. Haflings’ conllituents, had been garbled 
^nd mutilated ; and that, leil this fhould 
prove infufficient, a fubornatioft of letters, as 
Mr. Sheridan termed it, had taken phics; 
that is, letters were procuied as coming frt>m 
fsveral of the natives, but who were fo far 
from writing them, that they were as ignorant 
of the contents, as averfe to the fentiments 
which they contained. 

In the courfe of their reading, Major 
Scott was called in, and a paflage from his 
examination the laft time he appeared was 
read. Ke faid, that he was afked if any 
C Miimunication had palTed relative to prefent s 
through him, from Mr. Larkins ?—to which 
he had anfwered, by relating the extent of 
the communicatiop.—Thar a ftcond queftion 
was put, if any other communication had palT- 
e,.l ?—to which he had anfwered No, fuppofing 
it ftill to refer to Mr. Larkins ; but upon pe- 
. rufing the Minutes of the Evidence, he found 
that the queftion was general, and tlierefore 
he begged leave to fay, that he had a com-' 
munication with Mr- Devayftes, the Chair- 
pnan of the Direction, in June or July 178 5, 
to whom he wrote every particular relative 
fo the prefents that it was in Mr. Hafliiigs’s 
power to give. He alfo begged leave now to 
;uifwer pofitively to a queftion which a noble 
Lord had put to hina the lafl: day he was ex¬ 
amined •, for he found, from the Admiralty 
difpatches, that the Nymph was fent from 
Trincomale by Sir Edward Hughes, on the 
15th of January 1782, with an account of 
the capture of that place and Negapatnam- 
Earl Camden, without meaning the flight- 
fft refleflitn on the Hon. Gentleman under 
examination, faid. it was irregular and in¬ 
formal to corr€<fl; any evidence at a diflance 
. of time alter it was given, 

Mr, Sheridan afked Major Scott, when he 
had found out thC miilake in hU evidence.. 


which he whhed to cor!'e<^ ? The fVjaj 
fiiid, he wl/hed to correct no mllLike, 
had made none 5 but one queftioia pi 
him might bear two conftrudtions. He had 
fiippofed it to relate to Mr. Larkins,^ and had 
anfwered it correctly j but the momeht he 
faw it in the Minutes, he found that the 
queftion was genei al,, and tlitrefore he wl/hed 
to ftate the anfwer correfpondent with the 
faift. He did not wilh to alter one word of 
any evidence he had given. 

Here fome altercation ' vk place between 
Mr. Sheridan and Majo.' >cott—the former 
a/Terting, that there was a con tradition be¬ 
tween his evidence and the faxft, relative to 
the firft information given by Mr, Hallings 
of the prefents from Clieyt Sing. 

The Lord Chancellor a/ked Major Scott, 
how he reconciled that cootradi<ftron ? who 
replied, that without having the Minutes be¬ 
fore him, he would boldly fay, there was not 
the ftighteft cantradi<Slion between his evi¬ 
dence and the faft: j but that the Hon. Ma¬ 
nager, by introducing the word Board in his 
fpeech, which was not in Major Scott’s evi¬ 
dence, had attempted to fix upon him the 
charge of contradidlion j but that he was 
confident, if their Lord/hips would have the 
goodnefs to turn to the evidence he had the 
honour to give when laft before them, they 
would find it perfeiliy correct. The Major 
further faid, that as foon as he read* the Mi¬ 
nutes of the Evidence at Mr. Cowper’s two 
days ago, he faw that he had actually mifun- 
derftood one queftion put to him, which in- 
ftead of being, as hefuppofC?d it was, a quef¬ 
tion confined to Mr. Larkins, was in faft a 
general queftion,, and might apply to any 
communication with any, perfon. 

The evidence of Major Scott being 
finilhed, 

Other written documents were read, to 
fhew that the refuinptibn of the jaghircs, and 
the feizurc of the Begums treafures, were fo 
far from having been propofed by the Nabob, 
or from being agreeable to him, that he had 
done every thing in Ms power to prevent 
them ; nay,that Mr. Middleton and Mr. John- 
fon, the Affiftant Refident, had ventured to 
fufpend, for forpe few days, the execution of 
the Governor-Ccnerars orders, /or troops to 
march to Fyzabad for the purpofe of feizing 
the treafures, becaufe they faw that the Na¬ 
bob had au unconquerable rdueftance to the 
/lep, aoid were apprehenfive of the moft 
dangerous confequertces from meafu res, which 
none appeared forward to promote but the 
Nabob’s Mini/fers and the Engli/lu 

The Managers caviled next to be read a 
minute of Council, held at CMcutca after tho 
departure of Mr. Ha/llngs, and afrei' Mr, 
'now John) Maepherfon had lu-.CeeJed tt» 

ft the 
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irtoent. Thh minute'pi'oye<i, 

•r^e year 17^1 - to the year X 7 ^' 5 » 
ir^ipany’s o/Rciai 'Perfian tranflator had not 
MECn called uj^on to tranflate any Perfian cojv 
I'dpondfcnce, except during a Ihort. period, 
when Major Davy, the confidential Secre¬ 
tary of Mr, Ha (lings, was abfent on' fbme bu- 
itaers on which that gentleman h^d difpatch- 
ed him—I’hat, after the departure of Mr. 
Hafiings for Europp, a trunJc luU of Perfian 
letters was delivered to the tranflator by a 
Mr. Scott at Calcutta.—The Managers, had 
proved, in an early ftage of the bufmefs, that, 
though the whole of the f;# rfian correfpon- 
dence was carried on in the name ol, and by 
the Governor-General only, yet lie was 
bound, by the Company’s orders; to. com- 
municat ' to the Council, all Perfian letters at 
the next fitting after the receipt of them; and 
this day they proved, that the PerlStin correi- 
pondence had, for near five years, been flip- 
prelfed, and vvithheld from tlie knowledge of 
the Council. 

After this a letter was read from tlie Nabob 
to Mr. Hadings, in which he complained, 
that from the manner in W'hich his country 
was harrafied by the EngU/h gentlemen Ra¬ 
tioned in it, his life had become a burden to 
him j that. would might govern his do- 
ininions, for he was fcfolved to abandon 
them, and repair to Calcutta to refxde with 
Afr. Haflings. 

.Various other letters were read relative 
to the refumpiion of the jaghires, in which 
not fo much as a trace could be found of a 
charge that the Begums had been guilty of 
ichdlioii, 

7 'lie Managers offered in evidence feme 
letters which had been deliverej^*^ tlie Houfe 
of Commons by Sir EUiah jtb'pey. The 
Counfel for Mr. Haflings i ,.>fcr\^ed*, tbatthei© 
letters ought to be authenticated before they 
could l)t read at tlieir Lordfhips bar: their 
having been authenticated before tne Houfe 
of Commons was. nc reafon why their Lord- 
fhips fhould adinit them as evidence at pre- 
fent, without any fmther proof. The Ma¬ 
nagers admitting the objcclion, called 
Sir EUJAH IMPEY 

to authenticate tl>0 letters in queftion, Pie 
was afked vvhetii,er they were not the fame 
that he Iiad delivered to the Houfe of Com¬ 
mons. 

Sir Elijah begged leave to remark, before 
he fhould anfwer the queftbn, that he was 
very much at a lofs how to give evidence 
without expofing himfdfto emiVre : he had 
been charged In another place with haying 
given hisTefl'nwmy before tlieir l.t>rcilhips in 
a contumaciouifi, arrogant, and infuklng man¬ 
ner. 

, Here he W.1S interrupted by Mi' 



who faid th'ithe hoped tlicir Lonjihipj 
not the wi'tnds to entertain t, 

with what'^d , , 

ing the evidence he had given, bur would d?- ' 

reifl bina to give .a plain, Jinfwer to a plain 
queflion that had 'been pat to Mm* • , 

Tki Cord Chancellor obferved, tfeat the -|f' 
wbi.iefs not leaving Raved any objection to the 
quefllon, he would of courib proceed to an- ’ ,■ 
■;wcr ■ .'Mr 

Sir lElIjah replied, that he felt a peculiar , 
degree of embarr^ifment in his fituation ; it/ Jj 
had been faid of him dfewh re, that he had 
fpoktn more like an ■ac;<'‘nfeV than a perfon ' 
<tccufecl> though he w;i'i not confeious cf ! 
having held any Language, in the conrfe of 
his evidence, that could have a-lTorded tlio yi 
leafl room foiTuch an obfervation. His em-. 
barraffmemt was incrcarcd by this ciirmn- , 
fiance, that he dodd accuied. in another 
place of high ciioici ptd inrfcierncciiors, vmd 'I; 
the evidance which he Rmuid give upon' 
the pmfeat trial, might be turned af:,ainit 
lumfelf, 

Mr. Fox, addfcfBhg the Court, faid, it 
was very dirorderly in the v/itnefs to fjjeak of ; 
thbigs tliat had pate ,ih a place NvMre he I 
hin ifelf con W not, oy, at lea A, ought not to have ‘ 
beeai - If he really had been t hei*©, he’ reported 
, very- untaithfuily what he l^ad heard ^ but if ho, 
had Rated it ever fo darrcRly, their Lord fhips 
knew very well, that, c^rihdering the place 
where the ei^nhflions of which. the wkncfb ; ' 
was fpeaking; had been*,vpr we;-© (uppofed to '.y. 
have. i.een u%i, they could not poiTibly take ■ 
any co^ni'zaiice of 

Sir Blijah thm laid, that he would fay no 
rnof6 wpon that fahjeil, but would pvoce^l b 
to anfwer the quehion put bv the Hon. 
liager, rcgardlefs of the diRiduUies thj\ te lit -j; 
his way, the embarraffments .to'“which hQ il( 
was expefed, and tht fnarcs that were laidfoi? 1; 
him. ; 

Here Mr. Foie Interpofcd again, and with 
great warmth called upon their Lorelfhips 
to reprimand thewimefs for the exprefBon he ; 
had ufed, and applied to the Manaigefs a<fHng 
in the name and behalf of the Comnmns of , 
Englarid.—It had,proc(?eded from a kvdlm^yy 
principie, by which he would endeavour to f 
bring per fons fo ailing down to n kul with ! . 
himfelt.-^Such a principle it was the duty of / 
the Managers to mfift, and they muA cef* | 
tiiinly do vt'hat thdr duty pointed out. > 

The Cord Cluincclior laid, chut, fitting at;' y 
he was there, as the Speaker of the. Hmifi*, ho f; 
could not pronounec any crr-fvau or cpiniort 
of the Hcu.fewithout the fpecial dbx-aicn of; | 
ter Couifhipsi, at th? tirpe ho waj.B / 
ready to fay, that it was «mproj|.K‘r rhat 
cations fMctdd take place, ^iiea evidence 
Sheridan,.. . what vva^ expelled, ' ' 

1 ^ 
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t/iiir ccntejn^tvl. tfiafc thciV Xord- 
yjtto take no'tvtc. oi’the very ex 
^wcpreiTiofi of ihcN vvitnefif to a Com- 
the - Hohre of Commons ; and he 
bought the luift that could he done 6h fuoh 
ai?i occai^jor?, wocid hm io a^Monfj% the .vitnefa 
6h the fubjeft. 

The liorcl Chanodlor t'5:^>lied^ that wldixjut 
halving reioiiTe to' Lytodpa for tJieir 
ophii-vo, j)e might lay it slowo a$ a general 
prifuion, tlufr wi.tncfiVs were bound to 
treat with every mark of refpe.a: hljiuagcrs, 
appoi nted by ^the Houle of Commons to con- 
du£f an impeachment, 

Mr* Fox faui, that what the noble .and 
leained Lord had jufl expre/red w^as as much 
' as the Managers ddired. 

Sir I^iijah Impey then fald, by way of apo¬ 
logy to the Managers^ that be meant no of- 
feajce to the Managers f that ,it was net his 
intefttion to treat them with Iniolence or dif- 
refpe< 5 l. \ 

This Krtic fmea^ having thus tenninated, 
the witnefs anfwcred the queftion put to him, 
and aotfjendcated the papers, by declaring 
they \i^cre the fame that he hadj on a former 
occafion, delivered to the Houfo of Com¬ 
mons. Great numbers of other letters were 
read toandfrojn thg Begum, Mr. Middleton, ’ 
Hyder Beg /Chan, and Mr. Halfings, relative 
to the refumption of the jaghires. From, the 


At fiv'3 0 'clock the Court adjoarJicd^J 



Tv/dn'i-y-kighth Day* 
Thursday, May •2;', 

As foon ;i3 the Court was .leated, 

Mr. FUR,UNO, 

the gentleman wlio had’ preceded Mr. Mid¬ 
dleton in the Rehdehcy at Ludenow, 
called to the bar, and wa^ examined by the 
Lari of Suffolk rcfpecbng the dilpofitlon of 
th^ Begums, and the circumllancfls of the 
Frovince of Oudo, at the titne when he wasi 
' ih office.' Speaking to the tiriV }>art of the 
quedHon, Ills evidence w'as declfjve, that no 
fymptom of difaf^c1:ion to the Englifh inte- 
reffs had manhelfed itfeir during liii rcfi-* 
donee tli© fecond, he dlreftly contra-- 
dialed the evidence of Capt, Bdwards. 

The latter gentleman, had declared that he 
!?.ad netor TpYiarked, or heard of a drought In 
the territofy of Oude whilil he v/ai there. 
On the ocher liand Mr. Pvarling fwore, that 
during a whole year which he pa/Ted in the 
<x>untry> and w’hich was one of the feven or 
eight years that Capt, Edwards refidcd in 
there had been fo great a drought, that he did 
not remember there had been more tha.n fhna 
days rain during the whole year. 

After this witnefs had withdrawn, Mr, 
Sheridan can fed fome letters from ML Haff- 
jhgs to be read, to prove, that though in his 


Begum's ieUm it appeal^ chat /lie conffantly narrative he had declared the refinance of the 
urged the bridlh guar hited as iter complete Begums to the re.runiption of their jaghires, 

fecurity for the enjoyment of her efoitCs 5 Ihes ■ ‘ - - - 

dreamt of having forfeited'that guaran¬ 
tee by any aa* of'Wbellfo'n: S|u; /iud, the 
Englifo had ah'eady her Ton's tEroinionS in 


t1i-:vir h.mds, that they yielded annually four 
crorfi^ or 4,000,oooL ‘fterlhig ; /lie a/ked if 
this- revenuev^as not enough fo fatisfy them, 
and of what little addition to Co immenfe a 
fum could her jaghirei be ? She faid, if they 
W'.T.'j fsixed, Tiic wonld quit the coun/ry for 
ever J and Hie concluded by whhing,—-“ If 
** I am to be b^ini/hed from niy country, may 
the God of Nations refufe his peace tc thofe 
“ who afterwards /hali refide therein.’' 

T'fie paths} of her grief wa:^. alfo unimpaired 
by the Oriental mannir of her expreffion-— 
Mine e)’^8 (fiicl /he) are as a mill, and 
tears are as the grain which drop thesc- 
from.” 


to have been the cau/b that made him fcEe 
the trealiires of the Prince/Tes j the treafurcs, 
in ,faO, had been feized three months before 
that period, and that conTeipjently the rcafon 
affigned by Mr. Ha/fings for (eizlng them 
was founded In falfehcpd. 

Mr, Sheridan alfo produced evidence to 
prove, that the account which Mr. Hafbngs 
Tubmitted to the Council at Cafolittn, of big 
proceedings with rerj>edt to the Begums, as 
well as to Cheyt Sing, anti which accourtC 
had procured him tlie approbation of the 
Council, was, as Mr.^ Sheridan termed it, a 
Bring of falfehoods, ' 

After a great variety of pipers had beeri 
read, Mr. Sheridan defired that • 

. Sir ELIJAH IMPl-y 
might be called.—The witnefs hawng ap¬ 
peared, he was afked, if he would be glad 


* This prayer of a female made all the Court laugh very heartily. 

In another inffane'e there was reme entertainment: The Begum, in n httor to Mr. HaR 
aigg, faid, ‘^/he was accufed of oppofmg Mr. Jolm Gordon, by Iier Aumed p’ and (he added, 
“ Mr. John Gordon Is vdth you; you may alk him yv-urfelf of the truth, and then it will be 
di/covcr':d,’‘ ^ A laugh followetl, and the eyes of the Lords and the audience were turned 
tw/ards Capt. Gordon, who llii; in the fr.-^nt feat of Sir Peter Burrei’.^ box. 

Mr. SherMan fald, the Counfd for Mr. Ha/llngs gave him to nnrierffimd, that the laugh 
‘ .'.vf, hecaufo Captain Gordon was pjefent j but that lie would not call him, as had taken 
m nociciJ in his ariidavit of the letter he lu 1 v/ritten to the Begurn. • 
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ai'. f.t'psrtmilt)- of.corr^ftitis hjsfa'.J he under.evya; a 
if it (I'.ujlci ;,f>pe;>r Co Mm Viat ho’ “f ft"’”'" Ci-.a.i ilm 
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uuny pa'ri'.^ iallijji in'fo contradii^^lor.> ^ 
i)i ti'.e kidrmaclve. Mr. S^^dcl^n 
-^en (\e:icn\ rite CAa^k -.vouid read to him the 
e/Ifitncc he «;av- ; ;»forc J-ha Houfe of. Com- 
trious rdatjv,: to rtit opinion he hj?.d i^iven to 
,v-ol the kR^Uity of fcu'5)^ ths; 
jn^hire^.—The Hon. Ma\-iaiiT’r then 
if t'he '.vitaefs pofee'ved Mo wa'inncc 
between what lie )ud jiiii heard i f, 2 d, ard the 
t\if.leiice he hrul c*el:v'C:'ecl At their Lorclh^p^" 
bar ? Sir lUijah friid he percehed there way a 
variance, iirifir;,; fron^ th.e maccurjrte vvay in 
which he had exprciTed Uib;ie_vhc, 

Coirtm-ons ; for, rrom whfjc he hij.d .be ¬ 
fore ti'a;m, it Trii^;ht I:c iniert'ai iJut the re- 
beliiou oi the Iiej_;iiino \va.5 iag,i%^ at th3 timS 
when lie (the witi.-ds) was f,-ivin (5 kidcpiiiK'n 


ibn of >!i.; titjt.-j iho, ’i 

wat.*-- 'Vlr^ Bcike wtdttxi'io' Know d-tne 



refs khew or bdieved that. Saatii:li¬ 
the r'CRUirds fou ^ H <2 diJiUviitxd that i(C- 

ihonght’fo, beca^/®.H^ had aK*c^ays Itend him 


ended the NAbobh- brother; but''.fonm ■ 
Jte hrd hciid t,'..'is hj Hbiitved vs-a.'j rot 


fon \o tlK’ J^e 3 ;>ai>U'; of anotifCr woman ‘ 


to Mr. Hailing^, wlVicli ^ya$ not ihe cafe j 
foi at that im/e tl-c rebtibou ntlgiit be faid 
i,) have fubiidccL—On a crofa-examination 
by kr.a’d Vo-tci'dier and ochess, ho fakl, thai;' 
wbon hei?ave it r.s f-dv opinion to Mr nail-- 
in.es, that; the Nabob i\u 3 l;t lawfuby fei?.e the 
pros>erty of a fuhjea in icoJhfm., he Iciimv 
rotiiing at all (A the Company lo-ng- beared 
to gua.-antce that ptoperty ; '‘d did yiot l;now 
that any fuch guarantee tixiUed, and tiiia'c- 
foreitronU nef have luicl .ui> weight with 
him in the eohhoi he had given to Mr. Halt- 
inga.—CpuM dih hevwis aiU‘d inje^ad wtv 
fech the troaiy of Chenar ? He kud l*,e had , 
that MrKHarinss bad glren Mm a copy of h; 
icon afNcr It was' concluded. He \v'aa ad<ed,,. 
tf lie had not foohd in ih.it treaty a cj^nr and 
fidlna numtlon oi the Kivillli .uamntee, 
un.’er'which the Begumsr Jt<M t'leii pro- 
psity I' fhi rophed, that be v/dhed to fee the 
lrelitV ot Cimnar, th'.t he might be fci'O 
iheie wks any mention of fcl'. guarantor in 
it. Miv Fox Hid, the vvitnHs inuiF not 
the* treaty now for the put po e for v/nich he 
Chlicd tor it} for the M:m;i^ did not want 
ti learn from the wknoHvvhai vy:v, aflunlb; 
hi the trejiy, bccauk they amid le.irn that by 
reading it j bi.e- they wanted tht w,itnc!s,to 
n.11 their Loirhlhips, wliethcr, liavHg jead 
that treaty, hufcie he opinion in 

qiKdV'on to Mr. )-I:ifting-'» *''' w.vi rv';ally ig¬ 
norant of the cxhlcnce of the guaratnec. 
replied, t^.at he had read the treaty, but that 
lie was iieverthdefs unaamalnted, at the tiotc 
‘iifjudcd to, with the ^sliUncs oi the 
VaiU^e. Ml. Borhe aftted him, i’f one charge 
againft the Bow Begum \ya3 not that .fh« 

wanted to cietbrone the,rdynlng Nabob, iwr 

frn, and to place Saadic y\By onihe throne 
in his aead f vdtuefs Hid he had heard 
kH'TomrcpoiA He was an:.ed, if he heiieved 
that report ? He answered tlii?/A bu did.— 
He was ..keel wlio bt^Adifc -^lly was 


vrho ^’ad borne' l.im to the late,KabobT Mr 
Ikpke vhen adecd, U k wju pit'por for roe 
to bei'v;'t'«, agonBani} pro*'ability, a re¬ 
port th'it tip iethione 

Id fa'ronr oi' onoshcT perfon not hcT 
loll j" .And ’cvhet'H'r it l>t';i/su',c' him to give a(N 
vice about a fmuly of ..V'^nU.li lie Vr.ow To 
liiiic r He n(died, '.hat^v-pjen he gaoe bit, c;d- 
vice to Mr. bialHngapil -^as upon ilte//^/fo- 
j'tfiWt that the lo'pi’tt raf: a teoch'on was uuei j 


but {.hut be nox reJ])ojidbH lor th^ ti'Uth 

iv'fflfj'*)'of that rCiva t. ' ^ 

He v/;jsan<ed, if #'T(>d the ebn- 

uOnt.'i of rhe AfiuA'v*‘fi tv'cvii ''fib - n-itivei' ot 
Lucknow, to he « plubHa): to ffeole who 
made t{<cm ? He 5 iLd he bad not, h- 

prefaced that thole who came with ,KgcUwlta 
rtvidy'^hawH up were acip’jfmtad Vnth tbo ^ 
contenva v‘.f tlrm* He sva > rf.koL, li hewa\c 
Al t s that roc; r.eribns 'Vvdio (Igned chofe aiiiida- - 
vits In Ilia prcrv’n.’c^ w-r3, i.n the pedbns 
dCfcdb'. i m the afAdaviis a*' fb-C dc{5ona-ir>? 

He Hid h> could oot puAi/iVely fay thoy av jre ;> 

hut hep- ‘jmef th-:y v/er<j !5 .they wfte A>r tbs' 
^moA pu-t WarApMkers In bcbiul l'-Lui’--ay‘;> 
rcgiOKcnt, or oerferas hci(jngiq,\? to tht. oUi'-ia; 
and as xUoy \v',4e' intrc'duced to the v/itnefk* 
by Colonel ftaMktVj ho fof^ofctl they vroukf 
nor V int'ifo to AffurtKJ that did not 

long to rlionxi o'c pe wi-. ts otbei men. He; 

WAS mk.'.d, if h-j was fi.rc tb.k t’’.e .HAndooa 
had been fwwk, in fbo vy:ay uft>al ■artonlj, J\:\ 
‘hdindwQs ? Ih: really did not vvhe-^ 

t')or the flhvloos had made ukd wlls befura: 
him ; if thav lual, he Had no douhr but !i« 
undo {.bom rake ibo oaili \n tbe oidi.^ary way 
.’U'nf^n.'ij r.hu HiifdoO'., vvlachw.iia tba * A lua-., 
min attends vdth a bnUK baihn, f'dlcd with 
watr from the 'CTAogus 5 into rhi« water the 
depoutot puts (lis ivutd; wl'viit fire ikamin 
pronounce^ the form of the oA“h, and tn-m tiva 
witiieis dcschrci that. Wh;u )\o Vs going to’fay 
fhd> be ?hc troth. B« 'vas alkcd, 'whcfbci 
foino of the deponents liid t\ot been admitted 
to l"*ear two, nay hir'..o nilidirhtV in rhe i.’vni.n 

cUrH He replied, that he Ir^A 'w rooolialkVrt of 

any fueli thing . but m pen: hog the aiNdavks 
lately, be found thiiL foch a xUivy, b:\A 
peneci—He W'-as ajfked, fiualiy, if bo wnv 
fure ib.ir Mr. HafthAgs had reec^ded .aU the 
affuhwits taken Iw Ihh wkndM orvActaej' 
the efiidakts \ Anlch .hud bjvu tcccrcaid wer^^ 
vbc'wittxlM''Sid taken? Sit 



? -^rJly thofe which, t 



iiJl this wffikh ha 

^^tajiwaw he ddivevad to Mt** H«rt»p|js j. but 
•3sj5kher/n« it’corciwJ. them ai/, or ^Jvhitht'r 
Which he had itcorded wei e rd(% thofc 
which he (Sir Elijah) had taken, he was not 
abk to tell, 

Capt. JACOBS :;£ ■;: 

was next called, Me pmvpi tWi Bahm'and 
kwiir Ally Khan, the Bcgvtm'l MinI0er&, 
had been prifonera in h5:» cuilody, and that, 
by order from the Britifh Refident at Luck- 
now, he had put them j« /m/ir. He proved, 
that on one occa/ion he had, at the defire of 
the prifoners, made an application for leave to 
take off their irons, becaule thRy had taken 
phyfic 5 but his application, be faid, was not 
attci^ded v/itb the wilhed-for fuccfcf6-*-tKe 
Kfchdent informed him that they w^ere the 
Nabob’s prifoners, and he (the Reft dent) 
fouM do nothing in the bufttvefs.*—“But it 
app-ean;!d that the tr<t)op3, by v'bich the pri¬ 
foners w4;ie guardctl, were part ox the Com - 
|wny'!; 20 th regiment of fdpoys, and were 
commanded by the witnefs, v/ho was a Cap- 
tain in tlie Company's fervice. 

The MunagtTS prcKluced feme copies of 
letters, written by the Engji/h RtTident to 
Captain Jaques, 

The Counfd for the prifoner objedled to 
their prcdadVion on the ground, that though 
Capt, Jaques fwore that'their tenor was the 
fame, they could not he provetl to ha ve been 
copied exa^fliy from the driginriis which were 
deftroyed.-—This objc<5lion being held good, 
the Idanagtts were proceeding to iritenogate 
Capt. Jaques as to bis recoBoffioi ' of the con ¬ 
tents of tbofe papers 5«r“hut this was again 
rdiilwl by the Counfel, who urgeil tluU the 
Managers bad p.Q right to put Jea4i*‘g ^«ef* 
tions to tlieir v/it neBes. 

Mr. Slieridan in reply, iniifted vciy Wrong¬ 
ly, that the Managerij weje not to be bound 
by tcdmienl Jiirms on, this occalion ^ neither 
were they bound to confjder thofe perfons 
as «/jdr evidence who were perpetually clofet* 
ed with the Counfd for the prifoner -per- 
fons ^'ho hy oiccideftt called in on his foiicitprj 
^hyace'uUfit coiwcrfed there witli his agent, 
and who were by accldmt prewired for every 
queftion, whicli was not put too ftrougly for 
reiHbmce, and too clofcly for evaiion. 

Capt. Jaques then went through a long 
examination refpeiling the treatment of the 
prifi>i,ieis whiUt in his cullody. The Minif- 
of the Begum, it appeared, had peti- 

' ^ TheCounfel for the prlfoi it^ afkad, whether they w;me not/indulged with 
every other amulement ? 'i he Lord GhancellOr ifarcd, and alked, if the prijforter.s were noi 
Iti irans? This aflbeiation ir^antly convulfed tire Court with laughter, at the idea of ati 
allrmrtd In /V//<rrr/—Thq Counfel, after waiting fome time, until the general gravity waj 
reftcred, faid^- that he did not fpcak of danmjr as an cxercile on the part of the prhbners, 
bv3t as an exhibition, prefented for their entertaiitment. , ' • ’ 


tinned to be feleafed at one time from L 
uons, for the purpole of taking. Tome ncc^ 
fary medicines. The witnsfs, as hiimanUy 
i*cquifed, had rommunicatod their defiire to 
Mr. Midd.leton j—^hut svaa onlwcred, ‘‘ that 
‘f the prisoners were able to pay the fum of 
tv(}eh/e hch demandc’d iifom them’—that 
on paymer4 of theie, they ilmid h« vn.- 
charg-sd altogi\'.her but that until then 
<♦ every indulgence muftbe withhold.” 

At Hve o'clock the Court adjourned, 

Tv/enty-Kinth Day, 
ToF,r;.jAY, Ma y ay^ 
l*he proceedings were commenced by a 
ihort reading of the coijrefpt>ndence between 
Capt. Jaques and Mr, Middleton, when the 
former was Commandant f*t. .Fyzabad,—It 
related folely to the treatment of Bahar 
AUy Khan, and Jewar -Ally Khan, the 
Minifters of the Begunis, w hil^^. they v/erc 
condned, for the purpofe of enforcing t(ie 
payment of fix lacks and a half, ftated to be 
Ihe balance due to the Company. 

V/ho'Ji the letter s had been read, 

Capt, JAQUBS 

was called to the bar, ami examined. Ho 
faid, that the Begums’ Minifiers, Bahar and 
jewar Ally Khan, had been delivered into his 
eviftody, as prilcnm, by Major Naylor, 
when tho wituefs with hio battalion relieved 
the Major and his detachment at Fyxabad* 
Thtjy were conhned, he faid, to the houfeof 
Jewar Ally Khan, which was an elegant and 
commodious iiahitatioo j and they had the 
llbercy of walking in a large garden belong¬ 
ing to it but at the fanre time they were 
w irtmff fo clofely fettered, that they 
could not ilep above a foot at a time: one of 
tJic prifoners was reputed to be worth a 
mdlhn (lerling, hut the other was not thought 
to have much wealth lying by him, as he had 
laid out a great part of his fortune in building. 
He fatd, tliey were not debarred of fociety as 
only ftich f^ons v/ere kq>t from feeing them 
as were fulJxiiSled o£ being dangerous to the 
State 4 Goulafs Roy, a peifon in the pay of rlie 
CotJipany, pointed out to the witnofs the per - 
fons whom he was not to fuffer the prifoners 
to fee. All letters fent to the prifoners were 
opened, and fuch only were delivered to theiti 
as fhe witnefa did not think to be of any im- 
pottancs;. 

It wa;> tht^ duty of the witnefs to guard th« 
Khotxl Mahal, where tlio women belonging 




on relieved at ,F^zab.u!, 

tlvCi prifoners,. The Qami^d objeikd t® 
reading Oi chofe kUers. 'They feid^ lj _ 
ruuil #).rft' .prove that ftich .betters'’' 
h^d ever be*-n in exihence; next, liist tl.® 
originals liad beeh dcllroyed, or were in Iheh 
a yiHaca that they co»?ld not be produoed j 
and lail-iy* that thfc tranlciipts of them iit 
Mr. MMdltton’a book were faithful and 
accurate/ 

The^lVlanageni rcphed, tiiat the ot^eflioii 
wSsS very ivnexpeded, as the authenticity of 
^^!r. ?^jd<^3.l'<;on’$ books had been long dnee 
e(lablilh®^» itnd rnany ieitera had been read 
froh>ii>e)tr»., and receded tis evidence by their 
Hbwever, to fare time and ar¬ 
gument, would call Mi\ Middleton to 
prove the pahicuij^r letters in queftion. Mr. 
Middleto'^ was a icoidihgiy caUed, and he 
faidj that the originals of the letters in quef- 
tion were' rto'w: in the'Refldesrt’s ofheo''at 
tu cknqvv; and t h at the copies of them in 
his hooks'wore faithful and aocu?'atc. Bring 
examined as.,to on<-;in'pairticolar,. mitten by 
hlmlblf to Major Gilpin, he fald it was » 
true copy of an original he had Ibsu* t<> that 
geritlcmttn.—'-The Managers were then gwng 
to read It, when the Courtfei )tbrtt\e priConcf 
again rnterfered, and obfcmd, thut it ought 
to be proved that this leitCi’ UwX ever leachcd 
Mayor OlJpin. The be0 evidence in the 
world (pn that IwjSd would be the evidence of 
Major Oilpln himlHf, who was then ita 
Covrrt, and whom the Hciflii/ jManagers might 
if 

The Managers did not thjnk it nccelTary 
to call that gentleman, to prove the receipt 
of tjie Jetrer hv queftionq for that was not a 
point in any degree fo material as was thU-^ 
that the Kefident at Lucknow was acquainted 
with the fufferings of Bahar and Jewar Ally 
Khan, Aocl of rh^. ladies in the Khord Ma¬ 
hal j tor as it was bU duty to make thofe 
Aiiffkrbigs knov/n to the dovemor-Generali, 
Co it mulll be prefamed that the latter wa=5 
not unacquainted with theiti^ ‘md yet tw>k .no 
itep to put an end to than.—Bur. they Ixad 
artoth^ rculbn for not calling Major CUpJn*— 
If he was called by the Manageit, the Coun- 
fel for tho prilbner would confider him as the 
yvicnefs of the Managers, who in that cafe 
i^rould be lx)und, li>y a Tornicr vefciilution of 
their Lordifliipj, from putting certain quef- 
tkm to him i’ which Would give the Coun- 
fei a i'undie for faying, that the Managers 
Were attt^njnUrg to lead thelt own wituefs* 


te N^tbob were kq^t. He laid, tfiefe 
e tlie w*V<rr, but the anadi^s of 
Sovereign, who, though of low ex * 

^ , and form of them picked up in tlie 

market-place for his pleafures, were hdd too 
I'acred to be rujffered to tttura back into the 
•world to live with tlreir families, and v/Ci-e 
for life In ihe Khord Malml, after they 
had bi^^onmreJ witli the embracess Of the 
Prince, at whofq expence they were msm- 
tained. Captain Jaques faicl, he nfed no 
other reftraint towards theft women, than t o 
caufe them to be fearched (by a femaie) if 
they W'ent abroad in tbrir doolies, nr eovsuvtd 
beds, to take th'? ah'* He had vit In. command 
to prevent any from carrying jewels, mo¬ 
ney, or valuftb^^ efibfts, leii the Nabob wkI 
the Company firould be thua d<efr?«idcd of ^ 
the wealth which they wwhd to take from 
the Begums, witli wiwft pahice the Khord 
Mahaj. communicated* It appeared, how¬ 
ever, tha!: the reteint was in the befeinping 
fomewiiat greater, bccauft no woman was 
fu0ei*ed to go out of tlse Khord Mahal ^ a:,id 
fo ftritBy was tins jpoint obftrved, tf'at fome 
females whb went Into the Khord Mahal, to 
viftt their relitioUiSi theit, were taken In la¬ 
bour, but couW not get out to be carried 
home, until leave was given to the wltnefs to 
pennit them to lotwn home. Ho % 
women of the late Nabob were certaiidy, at 
one time, in ve\y great } which he 

thought was occafioned by the itegHgenoj of 
the eunuch, Litaftt .Ally Khan, who had re¬ 
ceived tlie annual allowance,for their fuppurt, 
but had nof applied it as he ihould have 
done. Ho fold. Sump/hire Khan was alto a 
prifoner in his cuitody, and conif5.wd with 
the eunuchs Bahar and Jewar Ahy Khan, 
but he was not in irons like the tatter, and 
yet he was in no morb danger o| «ftapiog 
than were thofe lettered j indeed, he ob- 
ftrved, conhd^'sring prc<;a«don« that had 
been ufed to fecure theub It would have 
been a miracle if they had efcapedUre 
fetters that had been put upon the Begums 
MinUkrs, h« admitted, were Intended as a 
/crvtfW/y, rather than m a prerventWe of an 
eftape 4—Here tlie tatamination of the wit- 
nefs endotl, and lie was Infowftd he might 
Withdraw. 

After Capt. Jaques had been examined, 
the Managers dcfired that the Cla'k would 
read, from Mr. Middleton'? ktter-book, the 
letters which paiTed between thai gentleman 
and Major OHpi^i m wham Capt* JfJicjues, 

* Capt. taques was croft by th/? Courtftl for Mri HaAingS, neffwifring the 
0t;cn of the hotiib of Jewar Ally Kfian, tbe^rW place in which the Minilkrs were con- 
finevf and particuiarly with jnegard to the extent of the gardens. Mr. Sheridan obferved, 
that if the fttnation Was proved to be a pertc^ Paradije/n would €tfe<fr nothing ki fhe 
preftnt prifonm were, not perndtted to enjoy any of k» bvn^Ats. 






mt 




k\tlicr iili;ir.vfoi*C tViit: iHipwft 

b)' \ik prjV^ner, as. j.U<,'nt, they ^ 
fjdi qudtv<''t o ?oni :;^ii th(t 

wa'-; ffjJ>e corm6n"<3r) r.v5 t:J;)^tr i.wp Avitnds.’ 

I h'J L< rd CbwMfC'Ulor vdthf^J t > '* novv 
’ tlu'i ci[jlQiY„iJr:iti.''n ot' ♦ )5i\{ I'lj:, j it’ b-a^'h 

pfj/llM In thci^ Uxn thair; Lord- ' 

fttips .\V(:>ukl adjoo’iri t,'> thoir <js\»! rTo».:f’.% 
;.ad w.kjijh tfu a'/ao/nn'i’ ^ p\i ix<!l'- llvlc', - 
The CanuA I iMd, thcy'-ibviVK, not rqriidc (roin 
, thdr abjK7 he ^hwKU',fnYU/v*^^'“r,{:l 

an !jci;r th<;v p’turvKiV'n P.^xY'c-x 5n- 
formed th'jr to*diMb'*') the \KviO 

ci' Ikying tnuc, the m-ulc} ’.»nit, 

, the otjcdlon of Uio U;?:ii'i(?d vt'oLViith thoojdi 
tU'y'bdit-ved ihcinlMves iibli- lo ove.'T.un’j 
ill arg!;iiT)--iU ^ they admi'u?y’i by 'hx*/tver> 
QaL on ?-i'hv<Ycr!lt07b referring to fhf.p.'jcivoo 
in ri^ht or forIt ffioubJ h.* 

r. » p-^Ir.t %*yhioh the 1.V!s^nagOrj 
more n' y.rtjo'> r thah the 

Thc.y then ca^cd Major C.Ih.nn, who 
p’'Qvcd> that the cnpict pr^duevd ed','’io cor- 
' betweer; Mrn J..rac! die t'clld-'ht yt 

.tu ;kno\v, \ytic htitMkd and steenra^.e. /'-I liey 
'Wc-io then ivad ir‘.,:r. bcLi-:i cd In 

rkyir. wTrt]ijTm?rdr;an:x, .Yxrr/S; the x\ nrrft 
t.> 'IvJ;;., tlki.Tus tUi tJuyVhc'would icnd a 

♦* larger'prhr'.ni' iy,i'V^r$y'h tja-pfe, \vhic:i ho 
5' hr.d Lni v>/t>L'{d rot ,h: -rvc). Oi tiic 

eiunKhd’ ' , ' ^ . 

'XJie Cv>U]fjL'i thr iifr. eK:\- 

Jiilned the .wkneix—prhbncrb. 
K*d bpen trutc^! ''■hyh c v^/y vt'si^ik <d 'refpe^t, 
(.-.''.jfiivpi: if] the hud''Upon ti'enn a»7d 

the ibltL'fS with which t!i;y were bound.— 
Bwg^jrryi, bf Odft had ievcrri) tl/cufand 


anfbtftt Fy‘.t*i'Krt vb'ha'ftppeaf'i'tl'.'! 
they Yv, • c i 1 ej ^^r' rigy<i the troopy 
det ir-s coni/i’Ja.nd, who were -zooo in n’unu^ 
li:r,'and h'id four pia'es of ctraAonj and lie 
h.-id heal’d; thu thry had fhieaiotel to firo 
ox'Jc of hk, (a/flctrs, t-i.;- was c^'’anined 
'Wldi fvfyC'fi t.n' t'uc /rii/.'3t‘ij in the tKV,hu‘«i ' i 
pwTcfl'cd ly the r’" ho tlicu,d^*i' ' 

pryfant I^ab’-.b, a.*: l.ci 'to hlo daptu^^id father, 
ly.k'eptMtd t<i tlie b.'ii parr of thdk; trea- 
iurO'.ij I rue thin, lo faid, w.r> only a maner 
of or>h-Jo/i, i'.-c noi*(j propei’ly rpeakinj^^, a ' 
quedion of upon wliich he was uncJale 
,,tO deyrkfbhj, ’"I;■ r' kj hYk''."‘f' .' '';;'"''v;Y''' ■ 

The 'drbfi-examlna&n dul rxC't'coh'elude 
tjiii day,—A^’,twenty miriutcaf pafb five 
o'clock the, Lerdij adjOurn?(.h 




' ;:: h j';:: h:' T y T i'45 't.u 'D ‘Y. '■' ■, ^ 

/■ ."VifrbNfsD,!), JV]'., .f iS. ■ .J ,_ 
MY-ohfa wd w d'C Court, that 
on peruf.-i of tl'c eahk'rino prhKed Jindcv tlie 
MUhruty' cd tieu' f/vr-Jhlp,:., h-^i dl,Ihovf'red 
mail) dei'*Vi;-?-,io'ns fr.vm the evidence rx d;Ii- 
ik 'ihe barhcNv-''.; ]iowov;r,’ I hat 
they ?iad aefen/ndt fiom dchgai, but' fiom, 
hfjii;*. Ho ioV'JHd-Al \o projHfa forno rhodo ' 
k; coi nrr ling way wrcjict \x\ thtl "wntf cl 
acc'vantj betas he w*iniu<l nc^-rtoi’inrafe.o 
with \l]e lerriiod <;.cunfi]> who, he under- 
ffood, was go’n' 4 ; tn croL-e^oiuiico Maun 
Cilp'vi, wnu^d poflj). ivrdrj p r.ptfiilon he 
(ir.d to ; rAo to anr-thcr opj^onunity. 

,,„ The CvyrrLil^n pu.'cadcd to. the further 
cxar/ijn;).ti';n^^<:if ' Adejor Gilpin, his cni- 
tefppndcnchFyzab-Hn, all the time; 
ho coulimncied that \p\i Ifon, He v/a 5 'nfu-r- 
wnrdfj croG ■■€;■:'*”•;.ned by Mr» PhuViCiyjrx^of 
the Coima'I for Mr. Fla'tingb. The evidence 
prodi...x'd by ci‘oG-ts‘v;4iriirtat:Ion''Was in 


Mr'orChpinadrlud niroaghout hU ccnvlpcndcnce vdth Atr, Middlaon, Hi<uthn- 

^' f>cTam iLcafiircs mighr bo uiVd, which, would !>.-niorir; hi-.T/ to fu-c;;'?.! aoJ he 
>,ul no ejouhtbut tha", with thi mon'oraV ady rec 'ved, ho /houhl htnhk to rc.pover the 
Compa’iyh, dab:. r\m rexh meaGueG ndghi hkewh’e prevent'much nafcre aud hloorl- 
n?; KJck,. of rnpcr’‘. jn part dwr^df, by thu fde 

<’i u.e P''ncedec cfkci;. nn<i wnrimbe, and rchor rums, ranking one lack inorc^. A.!r. 
^),a.'leto,-, rio! ,vir)>ibnil,r4,, tl«t no gu,.r<! flioin.l be wit>,*;.wn from bidr 

Pi.-c, 0. auy ki.ity (J.tt, iill ifi? whole v .u eifcbargcci,'v uicl, wh liwjis mon ihsa 


I 


fii lickv 

Lelisr.waenjatlfrrn.thcR-RinnithnnfOvc^-^ forth their did reffi d and piti'bla 

. f that their women w-cre crying 

toi h.mf:t.r-.that tney -wricmvarly fonn/Iicd, hreing lud' only fcanty allowance of lice 

' ■ r 1 T’' .earn rl.eir d,;ih,Kv,.l ; in ennfe- 

mnme. 01 ..-mch h.- had aiWancfO them money, thdr dUireiilii, being fo great. Ho again 
, ^-Vlfcd mo'h ..', n.earui;..; lUf did 1,0 oeUre, that v.hde the , omich., Lvai .mJ B®Hr 

' '• ^‘■‘'* f ‘'''^ 3 ' fi'onhl over recov.r the Company-; baim.-«. 

At kngc.i, vvlieti fvfi-. dnftow ivas appointed Re/idenj — ■ - " 


at Luckiiuw, ;h(jy were relcnfed. 


M«]ot (:ii,pi„ i„Yno icttcn-ay;; 


they thed tcrcii of j^y V" .and ‘‘ that the fame', 

c.Kpranon^Sit orJ/ tv h; to b/'ti fauimcnul r.ra\(;ikT/’ J ^ ^n.3mys 

*' ’ - \.y ’ " ,0 :^bflancij; 


hiiiiS 


iiill 
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—.I’hac the rt•^ir.^^^t^. wnclcf ’which 
ia tho Khoni Mahai werepur^ 
t ivitenrled to prevent the ndmllTum, ' 
1rc\UiO\v\ or ncoeiTarles into the'.r h'vbita - 
tu;i\ i>ut the cavr/n^g out oC it any nvmey' 
or v-ihtSible efFccl'i.''-^ThAt,!>y unher from tuc 
Nabobs i.lic wltnct's hei enlarged Oal’.ar 'And' 
Ally K.imn ; snd livin'; no order;) 
eitJier to detain or cn(a'"ge iiiuuipfhiro Khiin, 
hefuilbred lain to’dejviiT, die promi/b 




'The tdouj^fi!: it neceftor 

KMT^o qt( tr. diC witnefs ir ccr-fe.i 

of tVe evidence pro.h-'oed by hlu 
uihre-ioru '■rh?'quejUori& tnay be by 

the''.niwC'".'* He repiied, thru; be unJerllood 
tb If the elder Tie^y-inv was^ rhfaffbfted tv tfie 
Pt'Jhh./bcc;uife. VvOien'licr fon wd-j goin'^ to 
■war ti'.e Co;a»oi;j‘y, prior o t’'C baitlocf 
Bu.var> Cvi fec.omj.ti:;iidft>d ii tohi\n to eKT.'T- 
niinati’^aU the except twdvc 


and c n : .ye'nent of the tW'.>v,>itn^ r toproducy ■ wfv.mu'hffl w‘thbd 'he v/smid referve to^ preieot 


lit 


rab'i' 


birn wivenevor he dioidd b'; eiHcdfor.—'.tins' 
t7ieg<.jHTai report of the r/H/ntry chaigrd tlic 
Begunii:. 'vviih diOitcitlon to t!)-'-; IdJgiiih} aitd 
rebcibon; that he- believed thetepou. at firii, 
but he had aftetwarcL; <i-dbdieved it^ a;? tbr .'u 
i|- rehied to the How !‘iej''um, whom fe' ac- 
qtiith-rl i"'* hr owdi mind;, a''. Toon as be had 
read the latnsof thanks to, her tVoru Cofane I 
TIar\nay .\n<{ Captaih G ^rdon,' anr.! ho be- 
'lieved her in the end to be tfK? iVicnd of t.he 
Fnglhh : all tlje inh.abPaat^' of r''y';\ib-a<:i in 
gnie'uh as \vd! as her ov/n depemtenSs, fooko 
well of her, .airl acquired her of any lioitile 
dd\i.';n ag<diud ths) .rn)?li{h* But he believed 
at the tiros, and hiud; c’.^er contiinic to b":. 
iiwc, tint the eider begum, mother of the 
fate Nabob, was difairc-Ied to the Englifh. 
Slioh^vi, gix;avbod/of troops abods her po- 
lacf, and appeared to Mm to be rfv^dy to en¬ 
gage his . detaehinent,—Speaking, of this 
Princeu', and ro rhet: very occadon, 

M-ijor Giipih u.(eo the followinij very rc* 
ma^dcaMo exprelfton, in, one of Ids iotters to 
the R-elidcrit at i.uc.Aniow, which iettor wa.s 
read 5^he I'bems determinrd tO' end her 
days, as ihe i'*a$ always liv(xl'—iw <i n r tu:r,- 
i-i-ius fiL A)i3rd^*~—Major Gilpin turther f/ld, 
rtut having affd^ed the womehJn du; IChoid 
MaK?i wiih a ’Vott of moneys he re.cMv'cd 
f^om tho Na'.iob a Huct bf ropriinnncl lor Ma 
interferonen,—That w\\-j\ In nuuie applica¬ 
tion to the Rehdcnl at Lucknow, for induT 
gviics to the pnfo^'’.ei's in theeuitodyoJ tho 
witiiefs, and the women in tko prh.'icc, be 
. recelvq<i for ;mCwer, du-t it did not rel'l with 
,‘,''1 Any one but the to yivedlro^Kon.s about 

tlu: p»'=forier'.>, or the p-^n'fons in th,e Zejuna 
'3«nd Ikhord Isfahah I'he vduvjfsj however, 

‘ adnutted, that he liad dorwn iq'X>U' the AV./f ' 
for the money which h^'irtdadvr.ffCed for 
t)v!i ufe of thewomeii in v.hc Kh'ord Mahal, 
and that it was p:dd.t shat the Refdsnt had 
font idm addhionai fetter:, to put upon the 
prifohera j anfi that ft cm tlie B /h/Vu" ha had 
n’colvcd 'orders to till every nu;.«ns in hl^ 
powci' to procures the payment of the fuatus 
' tlemandcd of tho Beeumc,, and ailb k'utd of 
i rsprim^iml that had withdrawn lome 'cen* 
'* dr.el’J from ahv^ut, the palavie, and It rdtrcancd 
witli the Bow Begunuboutterm^ of aeconi- 
htodatjfcn,. ' 


ro hcjl ih purpojc, of catryi/i^ Jar 

puJkxr^ui.'U . ■ !■ ' /, 

Mr, Sirjridan eblcrvcd, that the wit oofs 
a’diuiMb:)' a period In wblcli the Begum’r, 

Ton, fo far f"om o'’fthtg'aay hlendffiip tho 
.I'.ngtidf, Of being in any devic'c dependent 
upon t,ncin, WiVu icla,ahy at war wish thtpy, 

No nriicr f-xpredvoa u'r afr of her, hft'Cjuld 
thevs'h'ort, kr.o'vv'o^', pivvliicr, or nv.idkoH, 

10 pK/ro vlv.t, ir, • had, tVvu sh.‘ perixl of tho 
btittkt of Buxiu*, vlo'.vn ta tju'; fine her 
jaghircs were fcr/cd, 'done one tingle, aild: 
which could bj faklto fivc-urol' difuft/'fMii 
ntuch Mis of nh'iiH'.H ,—Major Gilpm 
t(s '.c ,;\l' Lite tl'-.n*' when hr ■ vns :tt Fygah xl, aud 
whuA ho qpp-nbvndcd ihc wet.’id aikivk hlu, o 
and \.t',d licr days as Ihc hiid ahnaiys lived, lu ’ 
a ubdiiacii blax^.:^ (ho -W'l'iS ho btlicvc'd, rowR- 
scoRir'vK- AB s of ACK .^lt ‘Wiia not a iitt’e 
fingular,' though, thi?) cxnreihon in iVT.:i]or 
Gilpin’i; letter woffj.d lead themader to con- 
clucK; d'jit'du' iifo of this O.M Princeft, ha<| ,■ 
been s contiuu'.d fcenc Of rebdlion, y<^t' he 
cmild ncc roonllork one ftnglc rcbdllou.s a'.h 
doxiu by hcfik'f, or by Vr co.^'n-nand, 

Ih; svar, examined ,as to the goneral Aha- 
rafk*n oif IVlr. l-kiltihgs in India* Ijc fdd, 
tfut to tihe ye.u- 1773 Ms chatvseier 
veiy id^h all ovo’ that couairy, fo'-htitcgaty,,' 
iibiiitM, and lamtauiry j but after rhe eila- ' 
bMhment of the Supreme Council c' Ik-ng/d,. 
fome difputes had happened in the Council, 
atH'l Opinions bad gc.t abr<v?d rot quite i'o fa- 
,vaiu-.il'k; to the ('Governor-OeneraL • The. ^ 
witnefs however fald, that hebimfclf thought ’ 
as highly of htmjr'^in the ye.ar to tho ^ 

iT/omcr.e when he feb; India, all the worH' J 
thought jy 73 * 'He fold aifo, that 
{>.al not hcert acQL?d?:ii:f.d with Mr. Ha(tlng:s"i 
in hxdi;x—that t'ae fir'd place whe :0 {w vv;is"” 
Introduced to him was at St. Helena, at Coh 'fl 
Muir's houfe, on hi'* return to England. 

A letter from Mr. Pridow t«> thd Begum ; 
was read fi'ofn the Conipaijy’s ' Rccora;-^, • 
whiclii Mr. Burke fold he <h'd m-jt produce 

v. '.'th a view vf making their LoKlihips be- 
Kevc it WM.s bur, on tin; contrary, 'i'or the 
pu’pofe of lliewing, that by comparing it 
with tho mafs of evitience which they had, ■ 
received on tiicfubicfhthcy^voiiUJ find xi.iA'i 

w. fX <inc ii>\dm:ud faijdK<>d from t'm begiK^rngfi 


WMm 








mm 


^1^.—This letter, wliich was recorded 
Haftings in the Bengal Secret Con- 
- 3 Si%tion 8 , jtatcd, that it was to the humanity 
ojf Mn Haftings her Excellency the Bow Be¬ 
gum was indebted for her releafe from the 
relfraint that had beea put upon her and her 
Minifters 5 and that, had it not been for his 
humane interference, the confequences to her 
Minifters, and perhaps to herfelf, might have 
been ferious in the extreme.—Mr. Burke 
obferyed, that the recording of fuch a letter 
by the perfon who, though it was his duty to 
have protedfed the Begum againft all attacks 
upon her eftates, both real and perfonal, was 
himfelf the very perfon who had made the 
Nabob, notwithftanding liis reluctance, to 
plunder his parent, and ftrip her of her pro^^ 
perty, was an attempt to fport with the cre¬ 
dulity of mankind, to fee how far it might 
be carried in oppofition to reafon, truth, and 
found judgement. 

Mr. Middleton was next called to the bar 
by Mr. Sheridan, who faid, he hoped the 
evidence on this charge would not take up 
much longer of their Lordihips’ attention. 

Lord Stormont requefted the Hon, Mana¬ 
gers would allow him to alk Mr. Middleton a 
few qiieftions on the fubjeCl of his former 
C'^dence, previous to the examination. 

On wlm occafion, in what manner, by 
whofc order, and to whom, did the firft in¬ 
tention originate, of the refumption of the 
jagliires, and of feizing the Begums trea- 
fures ? 

It originated^ nvith the Nabobs 
On its being further prelTed, 'and his for¬ 
mer examination recited, the anfwer was—It 
Originated with the Nabob, but had been 
prevloufly a matter of converfation by Sir 
Elijah Impey. 

When was the firft time that the fub- 
jeCl was communicated to Mr. Haliings ? 

Jl, I wrote to Mr. Haftings on tlie id of 
December 1781, which was the ft'•ft time. 
The letter recited, that the refumption of the 
jaghircs was an alternative for feizing the 
treafures, but that the witnefs fhould do no¬ 
thing till he knew Mr, Haftings’s pleafure, 

^ In the letter of December the 6th fol¬ 


lowing, to Mr, Haftings, what Is the 
ing of thefe words contained in it, 

“ meafure heretofore propofed.'*' (Here 
•was much perplexity to know what could be the 
meting of thefs words ; but after much doubt 
and difficulty it \vas defnedf The anfwer 
came out to be, 

“ That a converfatlon had parted fom^- 
« time preceding, between Mr. Haftings, Sir 
“ Elijah Impey, and Mr. Middleton, on tlie 
“ fubjeCl of feizing the treafures of the Be- 
“ gums. That Mr. Middleton had inftnu- 
“ ated to the Nabob, that i£ he would make 
“ a propofal to Mr. Haftings, as coming 
“ from himfelf, for a feizure of the trea- 
“ fures, it would be readily accepted, and 
“ very agreeably to Mr. Haftings, and that 
“ he was fure fuch a propofition would not 
“ be oppofed.” 

The words “ heretofore propofed” refer¬ 
red therefore to this converfation. 

This evidence appeared fo very materia 4 
that the Lord Chancellor ordered Mr. Mid¬ 
dleton to attend the next day of fitting, it 
being then half paft five o’clock 


Thirty-first Day. 

Friday, May 30. 

This day Mr. Sheridan reminded their 
Lord/hips, that he had on Wednefday in¬ 
formed them he had difeovered many errors 
in the printed account of the evidence, rela¬ 
tive to the fecond charge; he had now to 
obferve, that the number of thofe errors 
amounted to nearly 100, fome of which 
were not indeed of any confequence, but 
others were certainly very materia] j for 
many things that had been faid by the wit- 
neftes, about the feizing of the treafures, had 
been fet down in the printed evidence, as if 
faid of the refumption of the jaghires, and 
vice verfa ,—He then called Sir Elijah Im- 
pey, and afterwards Mr. Holt, to correal 
the errors in thofe parts of the evidence 
which had been given by them. But Mr. 
Sheridan finding, that if he was to go thro* 
all the errors in open Court, a great deal of 
time would be cohfunacd in a purpofe which 
might be as well anfwer^d in another way, 


* On clofing our account of this day, it is neceftary to remark, that no pofitive evidence 
can be produced by the crofs-examlnation of Mr. Haftings’ Counfel, of the adual exiftence 
of the infurreflion at Fyzabad, or in Gorrupore. To thefe points four Britifti officers only 
Could at any time have depofed, becaufe four officers only ^ere in thofe countries at that 
time, namely, Colonel Hannay, Major Macdonald, Captain Williams, and Captain Gordon. 
Colonel Hannay is dead. Major Macdonald is in India—Captain William? has been in 
London fr January, and Jummoned by the Houfc of Lords, at the requi/ition of the 
Managers, wiio have, however, not thought proper to call him—The fourth, Captain 
Gordon, came over from the South of France, at the hazard of his life, to explain every 
circumft^nce relative to thole letters, which nnade fuch ap impre/Tion upon the Houfc of 
Commons. ^ 


prppofed, 
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idfed, that fome of the Managers and 
Connfel for the prifoner fhould meet out 
^urt, to examine the printed account, 
land ftate the -That the errata fo 

t." ^d fhould be figned by the Managers de¬ 
puted for that purpofe, and the Counfei for 
the prifoner, and /hewn afterwards to the 
uifFuent witne/Tes, who fhould inform the 
Court, upon oath, whether the corrections 
of the errata^ /igned by the above parties, 
would or would not make the account of 
their evidence as accurate and true as it was 
delivered by them at their Lordfhips bar.— 
This propofal made by Mr. Sheridan met the 
approbation of all parties. 

Juft as Mr. Middleton was on the brink 
of being called to the bar, Mr. Law defired 
to call Mr. Hudfon—and to preface his quef- 
tion by informing their Lord/hips, that Mr. 
Sheridi^n had unjuftly accufed Mr. Haftings 
of having drawn the Council into the writ¬ 
ing a letter relative to the Begum, to Mr. 
Briftow, when they could not have done 
fuch a thing, had the Council poflTefTed the 
fame information that Mr. Haftings iiad be¬ 
fore him.—Mr. Law faid, he would prove 
from the Records, that Mr. Briftow had ac¬ 
tually fent to the Board much better intelli¬ 
gence on the ift of December 17S3, than he 
did fend to Mr. Haftings on the 12th, which 
letter of the 12th was ftated to be fuppre/Ted. 
The letters were then rCvad, and proved, that 
Mr. Law’s ftatement was correft, and that 
the Boai-d’s letter of the 3d of March J7S3 
was in faCl a reply to many letters, and 
amongft them, to the letter of the i ft of De¬ 
cember.—Mr. Sheridan agreed to tiie faO, 
but faid, that the Counfei allowed, after all, 
that Mr. Haftings had fuppre/fed the letter 
of the 72th of December, which he did not 
enter till the 12th of May following.—Mr. 
Law abfolutely denied the faft j and affirm¬ 
ed, that, by the rules of the fervlce, it was 
intirely optional in the Governor-General to 
enter or not letters addrelTed to himfdf, 
which, though treating on public buhnefs, 
were private to them.—This Mr, Sheridan 
difputed; but Mr. Law again affirmed, that 
the fa<ft could be proved inconteltibly. Such 
ever had been and was now the praflice of 
the fervlce. 

This little altercation being palled, the 
Managers called 

Mr. MIDDLETON. 

Mr., Sheridan defined he might be aftced, 
what orders he had ilTued on the 22d of Ja¬ 
nuary 1.782, to Lieutenant Francis Rutledge, 
relative to the Begums eunuchs then in his 
cuftody ? 

Mr. Middleton begged to throw himfelf 
an the proteftipn of the Court, that he 



might not reply fo any franfaaionV, 
fubjedf which pafted at Fyzabad, as it L., 
tend to criminate himfelf, being in this in- 
ftance the principal author of the meafures 
tliat were purfued againft them. Jf any cri¬ 
minality was attached to thofe ordeis, he, 
not Mr. Haftings, was the perfon to blame. 

Mr. Burke faid, that fuch a mode of evad¬ 
ing evidence could not be fiiffered—for if 
witne/Tes were allowed to make fuch objec¬ 
tions, fa(fts could not be got at. That the 
Managers would prove to their Lord/hips, 
that Mr, Middleton was, throughout this 
bufinefs, the fervant Of Mr. Haftings. 

Mr. Sheridan then alkcd him, if Mr. 
Haftings ever difapproved of the orders that 
were iffued in regard to the‘Begums ?—The 
witnefs again con/idered that this que/lion 
tended to criminate himfelf, as he had no 
particular communication with Mr. Haftings 
on the fubjeft, and took the execution of 
the orders on himfelf. 

. ^ Did the witnefs not inform Mr. Haft¬ 
ings of what was^done in the Khord MahaF 
(the palace of the Begums) ? 

He could not tdl. 

^ Did he conceal from Mr. Haftings whafr 
was done relating fo them ? 

He believed^ he did not. 

Did he reeolledf no verbal communica¬ 
tion with Mr, Haftings on the fubjetl ? 

He did not know. 

Mr. Sheridan then put the queftkin tlus* 
way—Did the witnefs ever iflue the follow¬ 
ing orders—to whom—and on wliat occa- 
fien ? ’ 

“ When this note is delivered Co you by 
“ Goulafs Roy, I have to defire, that yoa; 
“ order the, two prifoners to be put in iroxs^ 

“ KEEPING THEM FROM ALL FOOD, 

“ agreeable to my in/iructions of yfjitrday^ 
(Signed) Nath. Middleton.’* 

The vritnefs begged the Court would not 
prefs him to give an anfwer to the queftion ; 
for he conceived, that if there was any thing 
criminal in the treatment of the eunuchs, he 
mult be deemed criminal himielfj and be 
hoped it was not expe«fted that ho would give 
evidence agalr>ft himfelf. 

Mr. Sheridan obferved, th/it if he a^cd 
under orders from his fuperlors, his obedience 
wouTd not be imputed to him as.a crime. 

The witnefs replied, tliat he had bitn ac- 
ciifed by Mr. Haftings on account of his 
condutl in this bufinefs, which he believed 
the Houfe of Commons had viewed in no 
very favourable light. His orders from Mr. 
Haftipgs were in general diferetionary j but 
he had never made tb much ufc of his own 
diferetion, as in the ti'anfaftions at Fyzabad: 
fo tliat if Mr. Haftings /liould L : thought to be. 
j criminal 
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Ia tl\e fliafti l>e hi^'i Ji) he- (t(ie 
'ny<s^ Anri; be tbaug^ic ‘j'i)uch rriv.'(e,ro, be- 
t^<;^ I’ad acted b) -a g;i<iMt iiiealun, irom 
l^jj^£\ heiul I 

Upo-n the cbje^Lioa?. of Miv MIddietonr (o 
anfwvii- Mr, Stw'ki.'m’s, <|viiertK)5’.‘j, Mi\ Etrke ; 
and Mr. Foe iand6 fome obiervjtionsV the 
Courcy hov\evu% %vo; kl not pref-. him to 
^Ive ajJujrs-, as he fiioOght tlic)' might h<3 • 
injurious to hiinfesll’. 

The Manaj^cn, theii 'iiKkavourcd, iO'pro¬ 
cure in another way, the evidence V\'hl<.ii they ^ 
couid zior ohjtain by cine^f anlwer'-i to thein ' 
lormcr quenions. 

Mj . Sb‘.:vlai\ atkedy wheilier he lu-i' not 
ftirni(hed roareriak; fat; the drawing- wp of 
the priToncr s tiefencei^ Tie fuUI he had,—- 
Yvhether t'c bad noe'fc^n in the prisoner's 
anfvver lo tludsccvd cliavgc btfo^'e the i^oufc. 
of Comsnoiis, tl»; rohowinp: lines ?••— 

Hefcre f proceed to reply to the charre,^ 
rcfpe\5iing my condt^d^ to the hef!:un().j, md 
on the affairs or'^bude, 1 nudi: obferve, 

“ ib;-,t t!i-:y contain {i'a.rticuhirs, cf v/Iiich 1 
\vas totally ignorant until T read tl^en in 
the chanrc'S, 1 arn therefore very ranch 
n.dcbU’d to Mr. MldJlcfon, and to tl‘.c in- 
“ formation of gcnikraen who were in 
Oude when the rrarnc^-ions aliutied to 
‘‘ happened- By thefe auls I have been cna- 

bled to rqdy fiiily VO rh'dtVcharges,'' dc. 

The witnds faid ho h«, ■' urn the above 
lines in iVIr, Hnddngs’s mifwerro thr d.argc ; 
he raid alfo, thaf he hinkrif had )cad the 
charge, helore he iltad fnniidxd any rnatenals 
fr^r the detdncc. He faici Iuj givvirdJ the in- 
(1 . fonnation on the lur-ec) of the* Begums and 
f-;',''/ their Minlficrs i!i:u iie rc-rieinbered, and 
Vv:'. without any referve. 

Here Ml. Burke remarked, that it was not 
a little nngui'.r that the vvitn-.f.' Br-suld not 
hefitate to teU all he. remcrnbcu'd to the very 
^ man who had biouglit an accufaaon agninib 
Tiiin for ills condvft in Otide, and yet fliwouhl 
' ■ refjfe to give mfonnati'-n on the fame licad 
to their Lordlbips. . 

Lt>v<l i-eu.p’»boi\)ugh obferved, liuit-if the 
witnefs would lefej to his ietter of the ad of 
Fehrbary i:;S 2 ., he Vvotdd fee that he had 
rnentioned the affair ol the Begums to Mr. 

. liad'Ings. . , . 

^ At what tim^^ did Mr, Haftings firft 

cxjr rfs hi'Suif.ippi-obarK*ri of bisccmtlu^? 

' He cvmkl hot tcU,„ , ,. : 

Mr- .Slvaidan ditu rend extta'^V of- Major 
' 5;ccv;i’K.twhkn\;e,-.,v7hr.;h fla’ed, th.it, a parti- 
,cnlf,r p.'dTage. had been^ added to Mr. Hnl'i- 
' ffefcnce by his dehre j and tiuit it was 

his optnirsn, that the v-hob of it was corrcdl, 
h^)ir>Utab‘cy and rcccnuhrude.' 

PA ibkcl Nabob ia the. nffali; pf.thp: 


T?cgum.s ar.y wIK of In’s own. In the : 
iurcs tlut were executed aguirift them i 
. ,^‘^,:.L<diQved he had. 

, Did the wn't'/iefs never contradiih ths ' 
Nabob’s will in > any meafures lie wllhcd to 
profeente ? 

., .^4 .He believed he liadi 
' Open a furrher quedlon being put to 
it appeared he had ilTuul his o'-vn orde.'-s in 
^the ,Nabob’s country, contrary to rue v/IUof 
t-he Nabob. 

,'5.^ Did he never receive any infv.ru<51:iojnts 
^ from Mr, Hallinp'*, to get the Nabob ron.ake 
a g('acuity to any perfon, after the treaty of 
‘ .Chunar ? . 'f ^ 

iMr. Adiddleto'i'i .again beggj(i their- Lord- 
ff)lps favour, that he might nei; anCwui- this 
cpie.lUon;'' A> 

'The Chancellor, on converfing with tl>e 
Judge:,1 aiiov-ved the queftion tc be proper. 

He believe,fl h& had leceivcd recommsfi- 
datio'is^ and will!-he '.vaswitli Mr, Half Inga, 
at Chimar. 

iih Where wa^ the uioney and 0^ 

the Ikgmrvj which were conccalt'clj* toimdj^^ 
and dug out r 

.In the eunuch's liviufe., , '' 

i^, To whoni was the- n oney brought ? , 
--1?* Totlfo kcfident,.v/ho gave ilie Nabob 
A bond for the rirceipt of it, wlu) Ivid agreed 
that it ihoojfj be a})piicd tow,.;d.j the iicjui- 
datioii of the Conq)any'3 debt, 

Mbbat wa.s th.c Nabob's demand for his 
/hare of die rreafurcs i* 

lie believed it. Nvas one crore of rupees. 
He afterwards added, that when this fum 
•vvar, paid to him, it was paid again in the 
fame fp;ahe it was received In, Tliac ^ 
fiom it were difclnrgc.l the arj-cr. s of Col. 
Muir and Morgan, ancl Sir John Cmnnilug, 
at Farruckiibad. l*ha! rupees, from the 
valuation of the country, alter in their va¬ 
lue j and that tiiey were jhi-o£-'eil'" by him 
and by the Agents of the'Nabob. 

Mr. .Siieridan alkcd, w’’cthcr the prlfoncr 
had ever, eitlier in Bi-dla or Engl-and, ex- 
pM'tiTl’d any difappmb.idoa of the fcvefildc.? 
ufed by the witnefs at Fy^‘d>ad ? Mr. Mid- 
diclon fald, !,e li.ul not. Hr y/as next afked, 
whether, in drl'endiiig himftif againtl a 
chwarge brought by th,e prifontr againft him, 
the v/Iti-jcfj} had not dehirtded iiiinfelf by 
urging, that ho had ufed (In feizmg 

thtt t;e.afurtvi and j/ighlres) only when he 
^thouglit It would hava been dangerous tO: 
j.>ro'Jced witn hafte ; and tint he alw'ays ufe4 
fot-cu^ vvlicre 1)0 thouglit it could be o.itploy- 
ed wiih adv-ant.ige ? 'fhe w'itneG aditilwcd 
that ibis was the ftyle Of . hul dcrencc.-r 
Hence it was to '.v.fttTed, that.Mr. Haft- 
io far from luiving been ofih^dtd at the 


;/7fv 


witnefs 



r ’i!'ving a£!:cd with tc>o much rl- 
icvciicy tav/ards tlie Bc*.j!;un;,*ahd 
(iei;;;, that he bad a'duajly vrJ■^^de it* 
1 liiir:, di-tt be bad been flow in 
procxvhnp; ■ i; M-crous methods. 

Mr, ^Sucridai) proved, part ot' .Mm 

Ha'lings’? deforce, that thoiigh the ptilbn,«r 
d‘ ‘ ript adiviit he was refpontible for the 
fovrechios inhvded on the eunvuch^ ycr h^ 
jidUded thofo fovcritics, and deciard lini: 
ti'.e tu’atiiKavt lo' thefo perfona ought: iiof. to 
be tiy,>U'ghn -r unc'foroi vedly fovero. 

v/ariouii. que/'tioha were put to Mr,. Mitl- 
dloron i tJaiivc to the vmom'JUs, which he vc- 
Tofou to anivver, alldgi.r*'ttiat Jvc could not 
arijT'vver thehl Withv>ti‘ datige;' xo himfclf, 

• Hn iVrx; .cftCf Nvaoa.soX-irninsd by 
Counfd for Mr, 1 Indlnf.x—He was afVed, 
v/hethci the fuins :!! /.'-v'rf for tire uvppor:. of 
the Maboh’c nii;.-,;.d,d w jro not follicicot 
to maintain th ■ dignlo; and tViendour c:’ a 
Coun, f-—if tlh.y H;td been prcqKJrly mu- 
yip.^ecir —\^b,.u. nttnibca of ckpcHUtsi and 
horfos the Nai-ob h-'d ?—wbat might bo the 
experice of kceplag iiio elephants ^"—and 
v/;v,‘'h(;i the elder Bcguni^did not diflike her 
grandfon the Nabob, oh acc.oimr. oB his con- 
nt'ctiou '■vvith the ? The witnofs 

replied, that ir was n> n tcr of opuiion whe¬ 
ther tlu’ fnikic aUvO' cii :Oi rliC Nabob’s hoiifor 
I'lold ware fittfieicnt fr.r th.?- fupport of Ids 
Cnnr^ iu (plxnlriuri mr hli own pmt be 
tlrnighr, that, vvhh good vnanagenicn'-, xhev 
werx He i^dieved Ir ; Highnefs wa:. 1 )d 1 - 
fofied of ic 'o chphaots ; the expence of 
heeping thciu he co hi not t«::U, but he 
i.boui'iii it mud lx* a ;rvsr deal more tlvud 
lOyOoul^ a-year: for Jui knew tliat or>e of 
theJe creai'.rres wen; irdd in fo rrhicb Venera- 
tJon, that there; \va > j iagi'fnV; worth I'Xpoo 
rupees a-year !i;;ttlcd uj*., n it for its fupport. 
''Phe riiimhtT of cavalry rn,rebdlng lip- .n tlnv 
Nabob jiebelievrd n> be ah:nit tcoo ; hefonl 
they ivcrc not as v-xl! c.h stiied as thi C^■>vn- 
pany's itorre, hut mvorb l.-cocr than the ca- 
v.')lry of a'oy narivf; Prince, and vvcrc arf’fcd 
IvVte the Euro nr,-'.n 'fl'-- Nb'dx'b, Ir’ laid, 

.^rrurd in ^'reat a ,vt of the elder Be^um, and 


would not veru'ure to vint I'.er wi . 
mg tbd vvdnefo witt; him • hr: Ulye 
h\i)i\ in an outer apartrnci',o_, AhiiTi. hr iur.m 
went into tiic h'terior oi.c, wiirre rhe 
cefo recel'/ed hiin. 'ThcLcgu/n. he t.'/iv^.'oxh 
greatly difilkQd. the Nabob i fi>r /.f* h i.i bev;r 
ie-formed, th.1t wheibcver fhf •c':cr.--;r;. a ’rii':.. 
fiom hirn, lE..c made it a pNu;. ..Iv/.v/s, . free 
h.ie had fenred, ro have t:?e MrirtxdjOi r- *, 
or chalrofrflate, on wli'u.h ‘i. tad b -' foar- 

ed, broke in piece';, foad i' E-nt 

lie; could j'lOt foy that tM- ' 'Ti k' ,v n occa- 
/joned b;/ her.'griindfon : a-taebU'-tit n.> .rr 
c<:.';jnof'k.h vvith the Kngslin,. 

M:'., Middle*on fold, tliat Capr,. Kdw'rj-.is 
had not l-mn patronised by Mr. i'ia.r’r.s, 
but believed i;; was hy .Sir Elijaii Imr^-y- 
That in the year 1779 ‘xcc.- ,7., 
drou^'bK T,bai the of the Irn,d.s aroif; 

from ob,. d'iira. the bad Hi.'ins; .;e.. 

nicnt of d'.e '^hio-.-h na'gl,;! 'iikcvvifo bavccoa- 
mbwted co ■..he b.u-aii.e. Th.; - Ca/. Hann:y 
bore a go'cd . h'-o^'dirr j t uk C ■reck.. 
yioor the nHutary ncmihay :.o .’.'i.'hirc 
civil knoi: n-.i ';'’c,:n as e''.’,;id viie 

Never hearu of t-.i-y rh'lh.:; l\-'.u','d ct 

them Ai the barj and tu .ip-li,- y.; pui.jr c 
there nearly as ipj,.r.; iv; our own,. 
Thar in he '-va:- Cer, 7 :.: Ijcgurns 

wereuifoffecred..----f)n hemg <mi iihux.'labout 
the i'tate of his boo.lt .cif c,’.v;v.c 4 ',cndvn\c ', , he 
f 4 id, That, iNa c c v r. v' oi i ■ • d i r a c t ,c 
l;.e never had cumuiunfo rior) Vvitlk Mr. 
Hadings about his hlioi-ut' l,:tteia:> p'i..T 
** to his exaBti'miilovi beMrz tae Hcuh-, c>f 
Commona.d- 

At teicminnies pu/l fi'/tpowr^fW 
nefi was ordered td ■s'i'Ithdr.iw. 

Mr, Sheridan tb-on addrrifodohe Courc. x:M 
fold, hfi Was dirc’Tcd fotiiibiiA the**' ), 

the Man \gers entei tairitd jxio i t; M 'i n A .\3 

fenfe of t.he pautnicv.' with vv'h.cb the.tr herd . 
fblps had attended to th.* grevr mufs C'.'i 
dC'Ace that hs'l boon hid brtoiw rhcin ^ uvd 
that, ^v’lth Vvbuf thoy ban givers '\h , d;N> d’-' 
.? .Ir'CHgers ci'-’dcd their evidence in iu[ \i; 
of t))e fccond oh.irgo. 

I'beirLcThdp^ imn;eciiavdy ad-ourned, 
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R.: B. S H E R 1 D J n. Esq* 


ON SOMMING UP THE 


E y I D E N C E 


ON the 


SECOND, OR BEGUM CHARGE, i 


Day* 

TUESD*y'»'V jtrNK s* 


Hijury to the general caufc, and without 
trefprtfllng too nnich upon their Lordiiiip* 


S INCE the commencement of this me. patience, lay feme few words both upon 
morable Xfiab Weftminfter Hail has the Aibje^t of the impeachment in gene* 

. not feen fo numerous or lb brilliant an ral, and the particular A tuation of him- 
aiTemblage of perfons as crouded every Iclf and his Hon. Colleagues who hads 
■ part of it this day. By. eight o’clock in been appointed to conduci it. 

the niovnmg the avenues leading 16 the Hethoiight, thatifevcrtherewasa pro- 
ih^lbthioiighKewand Old Palace fccutjon in which thole who carried it on 

were filled with Udks and gentlemen of were free from all unwairantable refen^ 
the moft refpe^:l^l>U' %^^ many of ment; or even improper bias, it was the 

them Peej effes ih fuU piefent. He could enter into his own 

thefiveet for upwards of g hoar before heart, and deeiave moll folemnly, that 
the gates were opened. STlie exertions he found there no private incentive to the 
luade to pulh foivvarcl, with a view to get part he had taken in this impeachmenf, 
convenient feats,’ had like to have proved and verily believed he might iiifely far 
fatal to many. ^ that all hi^ Hon. Colleagues, as vv^eli as 

The Peers did not enter the Hall till liimfeif, were aftuated fplely by the xeal 
twelve o’clock. In fonie minutes after, they felt for the public welfare, and their 
the lord Chancellor, having bowed to hcneil folkilude for the honour of their 
Mr* Sheridan, to fignify to bun that their country, and the happiuefs of thole who 
X.ord£hipa were then ready to hear him, were under its dominion and proteiHoi). 

That Hon. Gentleman role, whild ail Widv fucb obje^ls in view he really loffc 
about him was as ftill and bulk as if the fight of Mr. Halliugs^ who, however great 
Hall was empty*—He laid it was not his in other re/peds, was too iufignificant 
intention to keep back their ,Lordfiujis at. to be mixed with fudi important^confide- 
tenlion for ,^any time from the conCidera. rations. The uhlortunate GciUleniatv 
. tion of the charge immediately before at the Bar is no mighty ob;efl in my 

them, by making many preliminary ob- << mind. Amidft the feries of niifchicfs,' 
^ fervatjons : fucb general remarks as it to wj fenfci feeining tofurround him, 

vvtia in his power to nuke, would only “ what is be but a petty NttcktiS} \x\sqU 
weaken what had been already urged by ved in its lamina^ fcarcely feen or 

the Bight Hon. Gentleman who was the thought of.’' It was inipofViUle, there- 

principal mover of the impeachment-^ fore, that his Hon. Colkaguea and h« 
whofe genius exceeded every thing but hie Ihoukl feci theiufelves under the intlucnce 
diipofition—wdio underftood add felt for of malice or ill-wiil towards that unfor. 
all-*-througb whom andby vdiom lb great tunate gentleman j they a6led ihldy un- 
an rz/iWitv/ //**//-.■'/ hid been made in de- der a delegated powers they flood at theif 
|; . fence ofy:he r /^E/s of mm agaudt man^s Lordihips bar as tliereprefentarives ot the 
■ might, however, without Comruons England; aftd asi they aacd 
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c^ncfty, it mipilit ^v^eii 
,13^hat the Coniinons ot G rent Bu- 
a vvlWe namt the iT« peach firntwt 
^ ^ :ea brotiglit before their Lerdihips? 

a6hi»ted by malice to^the piifoner,^ 
as that the Maivigers of the Hoiife of 
Commons had any pnvate fpleen ,|o 
ti^y ii^ (fircharging the duty impofed op- 
on them by their pri ncipals. i n trut h, 
the pi'ofecupon had not been in pf'^* 
judu-e, or nurfld ht irrar : it was found- 
“ed in the cleandt convihlion of the wrongs 
that the luub'i'S of Hindoftan had Coffered 
through the tnai-adminiftrtjsiion of tliole 
tri whole hands this coaniry had placfed 
enteniive powers, which ought to have 
been exercifed for the beneftt of the go¬ 
verned, but which had been ufed by the 
j.nilbner-at the bitr for the ihamefuj p»ur- 
pofes of ,<)ppreffiofi. 

To convince their LordOhps that the 
Britith government, which ought to have 
been a blefiing to the’ powers in India 
connected with ’t, had been a fcoiirge to 
the natives; and the caureOfderolatioii 
to the mort flonridiing province^ in Hin- 
doftan, he had only fo read a letter that 
had been received not long fince Troiri 
Lord Cornwallis, the prefen't.Governor. 
Ctt'nera] of Behg3h-~“Crt that iVtter the 
noble Lord ftateiii that he had been re* 

• ceived by tlu.^ Nabob Vifier with every 

mark of fiiendfhip and refpea j but the 
honours he received at the Court of 
Lucknow had not prevented him from 
feeing the dclblation that overfpvead the 
face of the country, the light of which 
had fhocked his very loul. He (poke.to 
the Nabob on ilie fubjea, and earndUy 
Tecomn-ended it to him to adopt .toe 
iyftern of government, that might rdtore 
the prolpenty of hie kingdom, and make 
his people happy*—Nabob's an.fwer 
was ib'ikingfy remaricablc.*-*That dtgra« 
lied Piince Caul to his Imrd/hip, that as 
long as ihe diinanck at the EngUCli go^ 
vernrnent upon the revenue of Oude IhoriUl 
remab unhmitecl, he (the Nabob) could 
have no interell in eftabiilhing any fytoi 
pf economy; nnd whilft the Luglilh 
fhouid contmne to jntt rfvre in tlie internal 
government of his counuy, it would be 
in vain for him to attempt' any fplutary 
reform, for his lubje^fs knew be was on¬ 
ly a cypher in his own dominions, and 
thcrefbre laughed at ;md ddpifed his au¬ 
thority and that of his JNlim to 

Surely the llatc to which that wretched 
'Fiiuce was reduced by our rnifmanage- 
ment, and the ruin which had, by the 
iainc cimfe, been broughtmpon his c<>un- 

>iy, ciiV'cd Wildly upon their Lordthips 



to • interfere, /. and r?f:Ue their wa: 
honour and 'yh^failer frobv the i'nfai 
which both, would be expolcd, if' _ _ 
inquiry was made imoi the caufes of fucb ' 
rdfaiiVuics, and' no punithment was 

flWfed on dm of ihern.— 

as well as jfn/T/rn'r, called upon them to 
yindicate the chani< 5 ter of Great Britain 
in India i for he would prove to them, 
from good authority^ that the native 
powers ■•itsd fp iitiW reliance upon qui* 

Aith, that the pfeiervatiou of our erii.. 
pire, in thi'.t Quarter cjf .the world, could. ' 
be etoted onnative 
princt\s, that ri religious adherence to ira 
engagemenrs thpiild dn Ibture charac¬ 
terize thi;Britidij|ovbinmeivt in that cqii^ 
try,—To prove the ntedhty there wan 
for bringiu fu.cii, a con vidlion to the mind 
of every native pi 1.090, bdr. Sberidhn head 
a letter to .LoMfCornwallis, from. Cap-^^ 
tain Khkp'au;i 9 jk,.'who, wto-i he wrote - ■ ih 
hh, .was' ‘Reiideht; 'at the C?durt;'' -of, ^ ili<i .,' '''."'ii'i 
Great MarrattiViChief, Madnlee Scindia*' 

This? gentlemanin Ins letter, ibat 
the new fyhtejyi’’cif brought 

by his Lonbhip, certainly thp; Only 
one that cotiid give ihhilit y to . our empire 
in India } but, at the fdinc ttraev" he. inuit 
obfei’ve, that as the {princes of that copn * 
try had fo; frequ.eiv^ to.laineat 

that, no eiigagetnept ..pouid bind us, it . 
v/ould requireyiune, and repeated proofs 
ofgpodfaiiff, to convince them that we ' 
were iel ious 'ih the proix‘ 0 iohs v/hich w’ere 
then held out to them on; the part of the 
Britifh ■ government j 'ftfe aw'?'//to,'.or, 
a defire of & longat ' 

be encouraged by .Britilh councils; and 
that a .mod religious aclhereuce to aii 
treaties and engagements thou Id ht tlio 
bniis of all our future political tranfac- 
lions. ''.d- 

To thefe letters, Mr, Sheridan faid, he 
mud call theif Lordihips to give an. ' 
anfvver, not bywh f 

find credit wiili the jiatives, who had j'a 
often been deceived by pur profc/rions, 
but: by which would convince, 

them that w'« were truly in eardelt j % it 
was only by our punching thofc who 
have bcfii guilty of the , deiinqumcies . 
which have brought ruin on the country, 
that we could poffibly gain confidence 
wdh the people of India, and faiisfy 
tlumi that future driinquents v/ili not be 
ciVcbuiage.d or countenanced by the ruling 
powers at honic. 

in looking round for . an obje^f fitfo 
be held out to the world as an example of y;;i 
national judice, their Lordihips mud ne* ||ii 
afi'arily fvx their eyes, upot'** Haf* ' 

l> i- dng9,. 






•ic wns of tlic de^- 


Tb' 5'-''*' ci'.:i\-#tt!r .htvlMdia, rmcj 
• devoted Mdr-ii-i- 

v^d’'lie was th^ orily tluif 

..c.jui'^torie for m adiimilws he find oc- 

'^''“T7rfTrM:*ed. 

Bvt wiii){>. he' pohited oi;t the 
nlthe teas a:o%er ol^e (5 of pmte 
iiient, he hedged obiVrve^ that 

li'e (Jid not vvifli to tuni the ivvor^i of jtifh 
tice agaihft that niah, hvcrcly hci-ahi'e an 
e%-imple ought t) '..'e made; f»^.c!i a vvjdi 
was as far frdmMs hohrt a^i hwas incoin- 
pitiblc with' ecpiny and juiVive •,; if be called 
'for punhhinent lipoii Mr, Hafl;i?ig^3, it was 
"■becaiiic he thoiigtuddjT) agreat del; '.\qijf,>nr, 
•'and tbV gteteit of Jtll thoie v/ho, by their 


fupport of the nnpeadintenf^ as cof 
derahifi dlflicutues had occurred : tf 
doc’jirents bad. been drawn up by m 
partifis whofe ftudy it was, as it was the 

i'/ j.\ _^^ • . 1 ' 


.tntert'l'i, thougti contrary, to their dii 



ppoM ., . _ . .. 

\¥hi{!!;. he crdlcd ibr. jiiftice tjpon the 
pdlbim, he could wiilj alfo to do Idni jiil- 
f’ce : ht vvOiild be ibri'y that tli.e weight 
■•and cohfe,cjtienbh bf v thc/pommons ' of 
Great Britain, in Whoib nhnie the prote- 
cuticri had been ftt on foot, fliOuld ope- 
1 ate nr his prejiidice I ind^ccl, whilft he 
lictd fuch aJpnght jutes as thsii Lord- 
f’.ip'r, k tes jinpoBUde that any thlog 
c nrid injure him, but the ck:ax,{l: add 

■ bio tf nnfccpii vocal propfs of guilt,—It- 

is f,Gt the peering Idfplqon of appre* 

■ ** hending guiltnot any popular 

abhorrence ‘ of? its wider||»i'ead ebnie * 
qiie.nces^I|fs not the f^ctet con/ciouj- 
•** rh'th in thj bclbm of the'|ud^?, which 
can c>tcitc veiJgeancii;^of th^ lawq 

luui railhoi'ilh''its ' inllii^ioTi 1—No—-I ji 
lids good land, fehtpi its iris liapjry, 
iucaufe as Juft as ,it^is free, all is de- 
fird.e,'equitald^ a'ud exHil—The lavys ' 
jniu't be fatiatied before they are incur- 
red—And ere a hJiIr ot ths;; head can 
ht plucked to, the ground, y,.KGAP 
' rw.MLT Kudt be eftabiifhed by leg Ah 

Tliis principle he jnud: admit as ton** 
in the preient crife? he 
it;; the iuGn.venience'.of it, ^v!;i^b'^ikht 


p. ri'-te ns a bar 


to public jnltef for the 


of the la^peachment labptu'cd 
vindtr dijlicultieB, tharcould i'earrely Oircur 
j'n any other pro^-aition. ‘The wifnefTcr, ‘ 
vriiom tluy had been obligid' to call, wtfc> 
for the molt pare (he wbujd date tlve ex- 
^ t:-“ptiurrs in the proper place), the accorn-' 
p’ices of ihe pnfoiievVv guiteand the in- ’ 
ftrumenr.; of his opprclT^ohs f f^uj fudi , 
witneliG’ lil^ely that proofs of' 

thnt guilt c:>ukl be obtained withdm great 
tHdicuky. 

Xu)}}fi 7 urifie^i dAcumenis Iroin which 
th^ OTtnagcrc Iwd fck^lled thqr proofs in 

(7 


cof Ccal the juiqnlty of their procectlings, 
and confeqoently to uirgv.de the troth- 
But though he (iatijd the diiticuUies 
which 'the 'Mcanagers had to cncouii’ieiv he 
'did not mean to fay ibat the proofs 
‘vviuch they had adAiuqed ere in any de-« 
gfee defeiuvei: weak-^.»no doubt, in 

** dome piirls, and incompetent—and yet 
more deplorable, as inxliltinguilhed by 
any compuniliGus vifitings of repen,i- 
i.ng accompl*<^^*^~"hut yet enough, 
enough in fhre vuUdity, to abaili 
the front of gujit no longer hid, and 
yfialh convi^lion „eri cGufckntious 
judges,’* 

Hayingpremi^'T thefeobfervafiorifv, Mr* 

' Slieridan laid he" v/oidd i>o\v make fonie 
, rein arks upon the defehce, or rather ^/e- 
made by the priToner. He had 
already made three of which he had 
fince thought proper to abandon, and clif- 
crecHt, Indeed, hcTielieved that it was a 
novelty in the hiHory of criminal jurif- 
prudence, that > peiTon accuTcd Hiould 
iiril make a defence, and aftervvards 
deavour to convince his judges that they 
ought not to give it the leaft. credit, Mr. 
S heridan lai d, he the nnofe I ujqVized 

at this ebndu^ in the pnlbncr, as ir w-as 
Tmce he had had the alfiftance of Coanfel 
that he had made ihi§ attempt; he 
thought, that vvhen he had been refeued 
fiom his own incautious raflinefs, he 
would not have taken fo extraordinary a 
flep as was that of dilcruUting is own 
defeitte , 

I'l every court of law in Kngland, the 
cenfHf G|j, of a crinnnni, wljen not ob.* 
tained by any promiie of tavour or leniiy, 
or by violent threats, was always admit¬ 
ted as conclulive evidence againft himtelf 5 
and if that confcTlipn wa^ made before a 
grave andicTpe 6 :abieatrembly f)fperJ(biis, 
coi|T{5ctent to take cogrii'/ance of crimes, 
there was no iloubt but it would have due 
weight, bteaufe il was fair to preTumc: 
tlwtiuch a confefBon mu ft be *volmlmyi 
and not procure;I by uny undue or im- 
pn.per mcans^, The prifoner had, in his 
ckt'Lnce made before thc Houfe of Com- 
ihons, Admitted jaiany fails ; and it was 
the iincntson of tl^e Mnudgers to urge.in 
fupport of the charges, his admiftion of 
thtnj ‘ for when he went tlio length of 
admitting them, he was (peakirig the Jan- 
gUDge not of inco))lidcrate raflmef? and 
hafte, but of deliberate cotdiuei atiou and 
xelk^lion, would appear to thdr I.ord* 
7 ; /hip 8 
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a priflage which he fhmjuirea^ 
.... from, the introdn'i^icn to ilie xle^ ' 
road by Mr, hlmielf ot I'-hs? 

of the Jioufe/of Con\rf\o»is* lu that 
pa(Tage> the priToner iifetl fJio following 
.woids s ^ , , . 

(,' *< Of the tlirc'’ajrag‘ement to. which I 
.<<■ rillncic I ihal’l mention bin twopoiT'trt, 
/' and t)n.‘Ta it: is.incumber/, on metomevi- 
<< tioo, l^ecaiilc they relate to uf*:' 
whi'-h the juftice of thi;. Hon, Horfe 
’ iTtavg uJ'nl I tjiilf w.ilh ijveit. 7 'hj fwif 
h an obhgation to my bt.Ing at rdl 
;<« comTinitted in my (hfence, tirce, in io 
wide a field for dUenihon, ir‘'v.t.udd be 
- imponihli hot to admit ibme things, of 
v^<hich an advantage inigl.i be taken, 
to tu).n Tncm into evidence agnind niy- 
vchercas anoihn- ‘night as sveii 
iiT:' as 1 could, or better, the fame mat- 
tei ia-lS' of r.ny defence, vdthoiit itivob - 
ing me in the fame cojdcqticrcos. Ikit 
. <« I uni nive that this Hon Hoiu'c will 
. yield me ito prpteftiem agaiulj: the ca- 
Vila :.f .nnvvruranted inference*, and 
the irw/Zi can tend to convift rve, i .v/a 
content to be mys/lf ihe channel to 
. roH'vey //,—The other objection layivi 
** my own haall. It was nrt ull Mon- 
. day lafl that 1 formal the rclbiuiimi, 
,t‘ and I knew not; then whether I might 
». <<* in con'eqnc.nce, be laid under thp 

obligation of pi sparing and completing 
in five duYS (and ellcttd fo it. h:a.;T 
'proved) 'the rcfntaiioti of ^charges 



; wltich it has been the labour of rny ac- 
« cuTer, annexl with ail the povyers pi 
parharren?, to compile during as many 
if yens of ahnofl uitucdut’bcd kihirc,’^ 
Plercdien, Mr. Sheridan oblerved, the 
. prilbiier had upon clelibcraiion committed 
Jiis defence to paper j ar.d, after having 
had five d.ays to conhder wlijither he 
/liould prdent it or not, he aTnaljy de¬ 
livered ithimfclfto the Hvadc of Coni*, 
mons, as a rkkuce foundvia in tmJh atui 
. triuniphavnly remarked upon it, that if 
/rtr/Zi roirld uend to conviil him, he 
was willing to be hlmklf llie ciauuicl to 
convey it.” ■ 

But what, was hi", language now that 

* ho had hud (he ?dvice. ov Coimdd r Nay, 

* that there was not a word oi truth in what 
ht dfiivefed to HouTc of. Coniinons as 
the truth i that he had no knowledge of 
many of the faas, nib vecolkaion of the 
circurniluuces j that ke had put bis rnt ► 
,r,y;rv tn comndjfwth appointed MdV. 
Tvbddktqn, Scotf, Gd/m, the 
■mfjiancYS ; nay, that he had alio pul hia 

' defences into conmiiinon, to he cxcrciTcd 
by the fame gentlca'-en. bice 

'''./fc-.i':,'::.- ■'Cl£5',= 


raw materi.'ds, fhc" rnGler 
didribufes' about iinn to 

awaiting/--Hk wordi. m-',! to .. 

' trguninn'.s fpori—quif'kgcr. are to be. 


,A 


’i* woy.a :—ffe pu^s lus conkiouco into 

fteparirricnt?—fvj: kr Scott, favs ur 


trkc care of piy cunfiicncy-Mr* 

IViiddJcton, you have my memory iu 
comrnilTioa !—Prove ni;e a linancief, 

?>ji. Shore.--/Vnlwcr, fur m.;, Mr. 

Hult (all .panieyiniu), go >d enough 
for the, Houfe of Comm >us, thougli 
nu'-fo'- )'our Lo(dl]Tip^)j—Help, one 
and ulh ;o’ bc“'U’ me up I'under the bar^i 
pu'ifnreof m> imireU, dx burthen of 
my gloiy l-r-nkHlVchi, am] five me from 
’the V uknt'ure-' of my from dip 


poril or, my own p,an^»yyric'/'^ 

Thus corn'd tlie prillnvi', fport wdta this 
invici il;jnd ing and kdings ,.af th ■' ^ ^ 
by arikuag that k> he ialip and 


i: 


,tf .the .fiourc:, 
uaH-'a n i (.1^.,, }y ■ vr i,a.*u and i.ot eu- 

.Idledto cre.iit this day, whidi^ rm a fo,r- 
viier, he hud .iecfr.vd tr- be ih,a truth .itfeif^ 
and die grouml of h'sd'iopr) i)uU it wuuid 
prxnve him an acqultud, (-I’Ar, vvha: would 
• have been the dune,ttinig fo him, would 
pr.‘!vein t}>e (^omnunu-, frmli.n emrying up 
die Ijujv i'bmen'" • ag^iinli: hlui tu their 
fmrdihips b.:r* ..ImleedTrorh this avowal 
.and diidvuWai‘ol dcievces, and from the 
dd-«,‘iu;c, didveent from alb the fonuer^ 
v^hich.had bwn’dtlivcicd to tluiir l.ouu 
, fhips, I‘t vmuid Icuir rts if Mr Haltingji 
^■yas of opinion, rhat /,ray thing would do 
b-i‘file: llpufe of Go.’••in 0 ) 1 ,'^,—Poi'dlily ii;' 
nngbt t n-jv oiir |u:)\ alter. TlnU ht: enter-. 
taiuc-d a .dmilar opinion with refpe^Vto 
their Ixudlhlps ? for it was pol impio- 
bahle but. he nught hereafter abaiujoxi 
the tb'kace he h-rd delivered to them.: be’ 
might fiy., H was i>,ot nude by mov 
■h but. by my Couah;!^ and t[;etcfore C 
hope, ychsr i'Ordlhi;;)'; p;jve no credit to 
ii.” Idut if he Vv'ould abide by tlut 
his Iidl defence, he (Mr.Sheridan) would 
join ilfuo.wUh him upon it, and prove Ir. 
Jo be in matiy places void of uuth, and 
hi almoft every, pjtU-t of it unfoundediu 
afgbmcuf Asi well*as lack 
'.riiWing thus u»ucbe':l upon the ddftveut 
defences niade l>/ iho prifovKT, Mr. Sh|;- 
ridan next udv'uteif to die ;dl'vgaiion.i in 
the Tceond charge tbatlmd been Tuppcu'ted 
in evidence. Ho laid, tliat the Maiui’Cis 
had proved the iiigh birtii and gr^itk rank 
•of the f^egums, ..or JPrlnc.cTes oi OakIu j 
tiicy^h'-G b-obi tlu evidence of, 

Sjr Elijah finpey, .Mr, MKhlieron, .Mr, 
Goring^ auT others, how facred was th? , 
rehdence of woman in Iqdir., A threat,'' 
' therefore, to lotce that ror;d$ncc, and yio- 
kteus purity hy Gadiag mta armed into 

it:, 





■ C'7^ 

i«^%ijeciey^ 6F tortuire> th^ cnjc^ty v'-f 
SS^iixfoU/W tioi ha conceivdid by tbofe who 
y cqumntcd with the ciUtotos and 
is of the inhabit a rk$ of HiiKlothn. 

A kno'vledge of the cuftoihs atni manners 
of vhe jMuflulmen of Tiu-kev, wonki not 
cnabk or>€ t6 Judge of thofe of .Mufiltlrnevi 
in India: in the iorm*-.!r, ladles^ went 
abroad veiled, and though wt ib free ?tS 
thqiein Chridbn countries, liiii iht'ywere 
not fo cJolely Attn up ;v> were'the Jadieh 

profefiing the lame religion in Hind.»ih:ri. 
The coiSnemerit of the Tuilcin> ladies 
Avas in a great ineafvtre to be aiiiribecl lo 
'tl^e jealoufy of their hu(bandsj in Hin- 
doftan the ladies v/ere con Cured, bccauTe 


they thought it contrary to decorum that 


per ions ^ 


■ their iex fbould be ieen abroad; 
tht-T were not the vIftims of jealoidy in 
the^’men;. on tl^e contrary > their feqiiehra.. 
tion from rhe woild was ^joluntaryi they 
lifcod retireThent, becanfe they th'-ugln Jt 
beft fuited 'id the dignity ol their iex and 
fiination ; they were Ihnt up from libeuy, 
it was true; but libertVyfo far from iviv- 
ing any charms for them, was ihocking 
to iheir fechbgs 5 they were ra- 

tlier than in?mured ; ■ they pofelfcd a 
greztet of phi^s prejudite than the 

Muhv^tdan ladies of Europe, and other 
coiirttiiea, and. more zealotdfy arid rcli. 
gbulTy pra^lifed a , more /yftein of 
SmcIi ^^vus their l&le of ds- 
Ji^cv, that lo them the hgbt of man was 

ooUenan ; aiid the pkty of the nauon - . . . ^ . 

rendered their refidence a Jun/:tn4rv. vage fatirer m a 1 age attempting to cut him 
Vv’hm thorwould their Lo^idlhipa -wk wuh lusdcymeter the Begiim mAw 

ed between her hufbana and ivtr fon and 
frived the latter, though with the lofs of 


Thus, hefaid, the tn'afures have' 
longiid to the Jlate^ and confeqvently wl!^ 
the inheritance of the Kaifody becaufethW 
Pri.-^cehad drawn for a large fum, which 
v/as to be paid out of thole ti'ealiirts, f^uS 
kis dn'ifi <^va5 7 ?oi /?o7?oifted-^And he 
Add, they could noi be theprojwrty of the 
Begum ; for he remembered, that when, 
the Nabob’s draft was returned without 
3 va\ ing been honoured, t ;u- Begum drew 
for the fame lum, upon the fame trealiu'es, 
H}td the fiiOi^cy was injlaritly panU 

Mr. Sheridan flawed iK;;ct, that ’ there 
was very good gt'onnd for prefiiiiiiog that 
tfealures j<oireiTcd by the Btgimi were 
the properry of that Princefs j Ihe had en¬ 
deared herielf to her hufband, die late Na¬ 
bob, by flying to him in the moment of 
his d'rftreis, after his defeat at Buxar, and 
carrying with her t:o his relief the jewels 
with whlc!) in h ippicv days his fondnefs 
for her had enriched her : upon thefe Ihe 
railed bin a large fupply* When the po- 
hticdi generohty of this country redored 
him at'.evwards to bis throne, his grati¬ 
tude to his wife knew no bounds: hex' 
aicevidcncy over him was fuch, that Ihe 
prevailed upon him to appoint his Ion 
hy hery his fuccelfor. 

The prefent Nabob, as had ap|,»earcd 
from a palTagt’ in a kttex^ written by Mr, 
I.ladings to him, and fince proved in evi¬ 
dence, owed to her not only his birth and 
fiiccelifion to the crown, but aifo the pre- 
ftrvation of Ids i fe j for one day his ik- 



of the tyi*anny of t‘M man who could aCl 
in open defiance of thofe prejudices, whf<?h 
were fo interwoven v- dh the very C->tid- 
eucc of ladies in that country, that tliey 
cbidd not be remoVed hni hy denthf 
What, he laid, would their Lordlhlps 
think of the rnan vyho could threaten to 
pi'ophnne and violate the lanobtary of the 
idghcd dcrcription of ladies in Oude, by 
fay mg that he w'oidd ilerm it with liis 
troops, and remove the inhabitants fVorn 

it by fence ? 

jVlr. Sliei'idan dwelt for Come time v-dth 
great feeling on this point* He next ad* 
to the trenhires m the Zenana, and 
the relation i.n which the Bow Begum and 
the .Nabob flood to each other, and to I'.rir. 
HalciiUv^^v He adduced various nrgu- 
nicDfS to fltew, th?U thel'e trealm^ did not 
belong to the flatc, bur to the Begxmi; 
•and inoft happily ridiculed the njemory of 
Mr. Middleton, that remembered i^ife- 
rnj/y h but f rgot the 'hat vt'ould 

j nay, fomedmes remem- 
berCd the fa6h that ovcTlurned dtcnj »•'-«— 


/bme of her own bbod j for ihe was 
wounded by tlie blo.w that was not aimed 
at her. ,/V Ion fo befriended and fo p)'C- 
ferved, Mr, Hafliu^s had aiaued againfl: 
furh a mother-^lr: luvadnl tlie rights of 
that Prince^ that be niight eompef him to 
violate the laws'of by. pluntlering 

bis parent; and lie. made him a flanscy 
that he might afterwarda make ium a 
moftfiet'y Mr, Haflings v/ns lx>und to bo 
ihx:prof,of the Begum, inifend of htr 
plunderer ; for her Iviuhand, on hi? deatii- 
bed) bequeaVlHd her. to his frierwhhipj and 
Mr> Halbng? had always called ihai hub. 
band h'u, brother —>but no couddeiuivoa 
could make r.iin diicnarge the duties of 
ary pbligarioa that cotiki fet bounds to 
his raparity. 

'Ike iiuerference of Mr. Briflow In 
1775, in the dilTcT'?ncc between the Be-^ 
gums and rhe Nabob., in toidcqucnce of 
the claims of the iatier, was the next 
groni)i;t of Mr, Sheridan’^ cdiikvHtion?. 

V / 1, '^' ‘t ■ 



Bnftow had then, In a convetia- 
yvvith the fuperior or elder Begum, 
out an infinuation, that the 
which the pofleflfed were the treatures 
the ftate j—and on this infinivation, io 
/termed by Mr. Briftow himfclf, had Mr. 
Haftings founded all his argumento on 
that he‘ad, and on which he latdy appeared 
to pikcc fo miH'h reliance-—Ijhe Begums 
at that time gave up to\ Afoph ul 
Dowbh Turns amounting to fit/e hundred 
and fifty thouTand pounds,—Of this a 
part was to be paid in goods, which, as 
they coniifted of arms, elephants, 

Nabob alledged to'be his property, and 
retVa'ed to accept as payment. This oc- 
calioned a viifpute, which was referred to 
the Board of Calcutta. Mr. Haftings 
then vindicated the right of the Begums 
to al| the goods in the Zenana, and 
brought over the rntyority of the Council 
to his opinion. The ideas then placed on 
record he had fince found it corivcuient to 
clilbv/n, as belonging not to him, but to 
the rnn'jority of the GoUncii 1 

I'here arc,'Tai(i Mi\ Sheridan, ** in 
this alTembiage, they who are perfe^l 
** in their, ideas of Jaw and juilico, and 
who underdand tolerably wdl 
“ i'ltUj and mhiorltics ; but how Ihail I 
“ inftance this new doctrine of Mr. Hab 
tings ? It is as if Mr, Burke, the 
great leathr of the caufe% iliould fome 
** ten years hence revric the Manager 
and commend Mr. Mayings 1” ** Good 
God !'* might fay one of thofe Gentle^ 
rnen, ** it wasy(Vir who inlligated the en.- 
‘V quiryi it was who made me think 
'** ae I did P* Aye 5 very true,'* might 
Mr. Burke rep]), but I was then in a 
** 'minority'* 1 am now' in a majoriiy'y 
I have now left my opinions behind 
** mfci and I am no longer rerpoiilibh*.’* 
The claims however, it w'as oblci'.'* 
able, of the Nabob, as to the treafme of 
the Begums, were at this time the only 
plea alledged for the feizare. T'hefe 
were ahvays founded on a pa/fago of 
that Koran wliich was ncrpetually qubud, 
but never pioved.—*Not a word was then 
mentioned of the fijange rebellion which 
was afterwards conjured up, and of 
which the exifiena. and the notoriety 
were equally a fecret I — a difai-|cf:tio,n 
which was arils height at the very Tmie 
when the Begums were dKpenfing their 
liberality tp the Nabobs and, exerciimg 
the greaiefi: generofity to- five Engidh 9N 
ficers in ddheis 1 — a difturbiujce, m 
fhort, without its parallel in biitory, 
whioli was railed by tw’o wo//Ji'«*»»caiM'icd 

\ vi'"’ 


on by and finally fuj 

by m qfff</avit! 

Mr. Sheridan then adverted to,till 
gofiations of Mr. Mukiktov» wkh the 

Begums in 177S, when the dilcontcnts of 
the luperior Begum would have induced 
her to kave tlie country, uniefs her aii* 
thority was {an6lioued, and her propejty 
fecured by the gumanuie of the Com- 
puny.—This guarantee the CcunTel~*-or 
xVIr, Hiitings, had thought it neceirary 
to deny, as knowing that if the agt'ee. 
rnenta with the ckkr Begum were prov<^*], 
it would atfiix to Mr, HHlllngs the guilt of 
all the lufierings of the wOuncn of the 
fviiqrd 'Muhal, the revenues for whole 
lupport were Teciired by the fame engage- 
tiienr/ Tii treating thii; part of the {u\}^ 
jeef, the; principal diificulty arpie from 
the ziefeertuin evidence of Mr. Middle- 
ton, who, tbough concerned in the nego- 
tia||on oi the foi.r M'caties, cotild not 
Tecollc^l: affixing his fignatnre to thre'e 
oUt ot that numbcv*., Mr, Sheridan prov¬ 
ed bov-ever, fi-om the evidence even of 
Mr. Middleton, that a' treaty had. been 
ligned In Oaober 1778, vvherbm the 
rights .of the cider Beguuv were fully re¬ 
cognized j a: proviiloft Teenrcd for the 
wonKm and .children of thf^ latc Vizier 

iatlic Kdioi d Mabal 5 and fliat thefe on- 

gagemcTits hdd received the iullefi; fane:, 
tion of Mr. Thete fads were 

conh)-iT)ed by the evidence of Mr.Pur- 
Mr. Sheridan 

laid, had dcliverccl hiipfetf fairly, and 
having m fiu I to, conceal. "He 

bad ifauimii'it‘d ,ct>pvis of thefe enga^'c • 
menisk) i-HoToMr.Hafiings at Calcutta • 
the anlwer returned was, that in arrang¬ 
ing the taxes on -% other diitrias, he 
fliould pats over the jaghires of the .Pe¬ 
gu nvs. No notice was then taken pf any 
Hupropriety in the^ tranfkilions in i-7>rg, 
nor any notice . given .of an intended re- 

•vocntton ofthole engagements. 

. But m June 17S1., when Gen. Cla- 
vmng and Col. Monfqn were no more, 
and Mr. f'rancis had returned to Eu- 
t and arrear oi' col- 

lc6ted evil burfi out vyithout reftraint, and 
Ml. Haitmgs determined 011 his journ<52y 
to' ihc upper provinces.>-lt was then, 
that,^ without adverting to intermediate 
ti aniacribns, he met with* the Nabob 
ul Dq vlaii ut Chunar, and rc- 
ctuved vi'om him the JUylterious prefewt of 
TiuOjOool, Jo iorm a proper idea of 
this trhnfa6licn, it wms only dicceffary to 
confulcr thererpeikive fuuation of him wh.i 
gave and of him who rectived thh prefer) u 
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Si^slitot given by' tlie Nabob from the fooring.^-But through all thofe 

tj^rflux of his 'w:ealth, nor in the abun- ings ot'myfterious Jiypocrify, and of a 


clafice of his efteem for the man to whom tificial concealment, it was eafy to 
It yvas given. It was, on the contrary, a fhe ieitf; of hidden guilt. Mr. Ilaftings 
prodigal bounty, drawn from a country himfeif, being driven from every other 
depopulated-i-no itiattfer'whether I)y na- hold, advanced the ftale plea of State 
tural caiifes, or by the grinding of op- 'Recejtty, But of this riecefilty he had 
preflion. It was raifed by an exa6lion, brought no "progf; it was a necWTity 
which took, wiiat calamity had fpared, which iiftened td whifpers for the pnr- 
and rapine overlooked,-—and puifiied p»ofe of crimination, and dealt in rumour 
thofe angiy difpenfatidns of Providence, to prove its own exifteiice.-^To a Ge- 
wl^n a prophetic chaftifement had betui heral leading the armies of Biitaln—to 
inm6Ied on a jated —The fecrtcy an Admiral bearing her thunders over the 

which'had markecl 'this tranliu^lion was Teas, the plea of neceflity might be in- 
not the fmalleft proof of its criminality, dulged, if the wants of thofe were to bd 
When Benanim Pundit bad, a iliork fupplied whole blood had been fpilt in the 
time before, made a pfefent to the Com- fervice of their country j but his “ State 
pany of a lack of rupees, Mr. Haltings, NeceJ/ity/ grand, magnanimous, and 

in bis mvn language, deemed h “ woVtIly all commandmg-went hand in 

the praiib of being recorded ;’^ but in “ hand withhonpur, if not with ufe—it 
this initance, when fen times that fum went forth with our arms, when the 
was given, neither Mr. Middleton nOt Hero could })]ume himfelf, like the 
the Council were acquainted with the ‘‘ l 7 ?iperial Eagle on ntiiy unallaila. 
iranra6lion, until- Mr. Hattings, four “ ble!—and ainicKf his fair fuccelTes, 
months after, felt himfelf coinjiclleci to “ look down in juftified dlfdain on any 
wTite an account to England, and the in- malevolent challenge of minute error $ 
telligence returned thus circuitoully to his “ hisas firm as \\\g Rock, which, 
friends in India! It was peculiarly ob* “ from his defence, all the enemy had 
fervable in this tranfaflion how much the “ battered in vain !’* 
dfjlrejfes of the different parties were at On thebufinefs of the treaty of Chunar, 
variance. Mr. Haftings travels to the which fucceededtheacccptance of this bribe* 
Nabob to fee, no doubt, and enquiredhto Mr. Shei idan was equally perfpicuous and 
his dijirejfesi but Immediately takes from equally fevere. It was a proceeding, he 
him 100, cool, to be applied to the ne- obierved, which, as it had its beginning in 
ceiulies of the diftyejfed IndiA Com- corruption, had its continuance in fraud, 
pany ; but on farther delibei atioii, thefe and its end in violence. The firft propo- 
confiderations vanifh j a third objeSi fition of the Nabob after his recent iibera- 
ariles more worthy than either of the iity, was, that the ai my fiioukl be removed, 
jformer, and the money is taken from the and all the Engliffi recalled from his do- 
•ne, and demanded from the other, t6 be minions. The bribe which he had given 
'applied to the ufe of—the diprjjed Mr. vvas the obvious price of their removal, 
HalVmgs. He felt the weight of their oppreflion :—■ 

The money, it was alledged by Mr. he knew, to fpeak his own language— 
Haftings, had been originally taken to that when the Englifh ftaid, they ftaid 
dil’charge the arrear of the army, it had to alk for fomething.” Though their 
not long been applied to that ufe, be- predeceflbrs had exhaufted the revenue j — 
caufc it was received in bills on Gopal though they had ftiaken rhe tree until no- 
Dos, a rich banker at Benares, whowtis thing remained upon its leajlefs branches, 
then kept a prilbncr by Cheyi Sing:—Ma- yet a new flight was on the wing to watch 
jor Scott being queftioned o!i the fubje^f, the firft buddings of its profperity, and 
declared the bills on Gopal Dos were as to nip every promife of future luxu- 
good as caih, for that though the prin- riance. 

cipal of the houfe was a prifoner, that To this demand Mr, Haftings had pro- 
circumftance made no difference what- mi fed to accede, and . to rccal every En- 
foever with the other partners. Thus ' gli'flimah from the province j but by an 
Mr. Haftings vv.as inconfiftmu wj|h him- evafion which Mr. Middleton difclofcd 
felf, by aliedglug an objei^ion which with ib much difficulty to their Lorelfhips 
fhouId have prevhned his taking the mo- on the laft day of his appearance, the 
iiey in the firft inftaivcc, for the piirpofe promife was virtually recalled. No or^ 
he had ft.'ited j iiud Major Scott contra- ders were afterwards given for the efta- 
didflng^|Mr. Haftings, removed the objec- bliflirnent of Englifljmen in the' provinCV, 
tion, and reftored ihc bufinef s to its original h^tren mnwidations of the iarneefFe6l with 



^Itldleton the Vizier wereient, 
iHs.praiSlicte coht’mi«xi.«*^In the ri^iee- 
n;*>trpefl)ng tt.e rtrxnTiption of the 
...Niihob had been duped by 
He Su'd demittuled 
urai’obtained leave to refume tbofe of 
^vitain individuaSs : Mr. Haftincys, how¬ 
ever, defeated the permiliion by makiug 
the imUr general; kr*owing that there 
wereibme favoufih’S of the Nabob whem 
he could by no ineans be brong’it to dlf- 
poilefs.-—Such was the coudufl: of Mi\ 
HnftiugSr not in the mpir.mt of cold ,or 
trnliy policy, but in the hour of c;onh- 
deuGc and the effet velcence of grati¬ 
tude for - thfc favour ho had juR* recci ved« 
Roaring ahove every conn non feeling, 
could deceit' the maU to wliofe liberality 
he Rood indebted-—eviii his; irratitmk wa.i 
a danger E<'ifually awaited 
on the r#turrf which he was to make to 
an flFudon, of lencrblity 1 .. 

The trtinfailif ipna in: which Sir EliJalj 
Impey bore a ihnre, and the tenor of his 
evidence, were the next objcBs of Mr. 
Sheridan^s aniin:idverlioU.——The late 
Chief JuRice of Beugai, he remarked, hvad 
repeatedly ftated, that Mr. Ha Rings left 
'Calcutta with rdburees in his view, 
-^hofe of Bf:ha -a and of Oiuk> It 
peared, however, from every cikxnim- 
Ifance, that the latter ixfoui ce was never 
in his contempladoiu until the Infurrec- 
tions in Benares, terminating in the cap-* 
tare of Bedjegur, h:u( dedroyed all hi$ 
hopes in that pfovinte. At that inllant, 
the mind of Mr, Ha Rings', fertile in re- 
fources, fixed itfelf on the treafures cf 
the Begums, and Sir Elijah Impey waa 
difpatched tr colie 61 ntaterialft tor tlnir 
cri m in atio r.\ : “But! lia ve e ver though I ,* * 
faid Mr. Sheridan, the fele^'Hon of fuch 
a perlbnage, for I'nch a pur pole, one of 
thegreateil aggravations of the guilt of 
Mr. HalHngs.'’—That he, the purity of 
whole chatate Urould have Mueuced 
his condu-fif, even in his rnolV dompdic 
retirements j—that he, wdio, if conlqlt" 
ing the digniiy of Britlih Jutlice, Riouid 
have remained as ftutionary as, Ins court 
in GalciUt'Jt ^—that luch a iii^ndhould be 
called to travH 500 miles for the tranf.. 
aeiion of Inch a buliners, was a deviiition 
without a plea, and a degradation with- 
oht example.—-This, however, was in 
fume degree a quelbon- to be abjlrai^fcd 
fortht: confideration of thole w^ho adorned 
and illiirained the feats of Jvdlice in 
Britain, and the purity of whole cha- 
rft6l:er precluded the neccfTxty of any fur¬ 
ther obfervations on fo diRmcm ;* con- 
dud* 


pi j 

\'Vb»i rrrpi*6l to the nvnnji(“r in 
Sir Elijah Id'jpey had deliyered 
/lence,vif, reqitired Rune obfervatiop, 
madfc without imputing to that geutl^ 
man the fmaHed cuipabilil'y,—-”-^-—Sir- 
had admitiefl, that in giving hi's 
evidence he had never anrwered without 
looking C'^iually to the probability and 
the car.iii-fpjence.'’of tlm.,. faiSl in quelHoru 
Sometimes i;.e had even Admitted cirevtm -* 
Ranees of vvluea :he had no recolle^Hon 
beyond the mere probability that they had 
taken place. By confulting in this many ■ 
\iier What gro/^at^in, and the contrary, 
be might certainly have corrected his 
uiembry ut times, ami Mr. Sheridan faid 
he, would 'dccepi: chat uibde of givinj[^ hia 
teftimony, provided that the inverie of ; 
ti c pro[>c^f 'dtm might rind 

that; where acircinnRurK;eAvasy>^iAr<?^^i^.^ri 
'A fmljar degree of rreibt might, be fub--^ 
tratfttd from the tcRimony of the wijt,* 
riefs. f've timeybi '(he Houie or Com- 
iTtoivsy and hoite in that lb-* : 

fkiitKCv had Sir Elijah Impey barne tcRV 
mony, that a reb^llibn was raging at Fy^* 
Kiihad lit th<^ timw of hi-i jburney 
Eucknow, Tet on the exanuna- 

lion, he had , mtradifVed all thr. tonneiv 
aikl dealared, that what ,;te'0ffiant wa-j,^, 
that the i:el>eUh‘ n btsL-n raging^ and 
the country was then in fome degree re- 
ftorfd lO cpjiet.---*Thoreafc)ns aliigncd for 
the former errors were, that he had for- 
^tteu a letter^eeivedfronri^r. Haftings, 
in forming hijn> that thed:h'bdlian was 
que:.l!ed, avid that he had 'allb forgotten 
his Dwjj pnypbliision of travelling through 
Fyzabad to laick now. With refpeiSt tp 
the loitev nothing couM be faid, as it 
was not in evidence 3 but the other ob- 
krvat|on would fcarccly be admitted, 
whenfe' was rscoUe^ied that in the Houfe' 
ot Cninmousj Sir Elijah Impty ;,]had dti- 
dared Ikhat itwas his propofal to travel 
through Fy/4bad, which Iv.id origmally 
brought forth the ioformatlon, that the 
vvay was obifmd .d by the rcbelUon l~--» 
FVom this information Sir Elijah Impey 
had gone by the way of Illy abaci}—byt 
what was yet more fingular, w-te, that 
on his return !ie would again have re¬ 
turned by the way of Fyzabad, if he! had. 
not liecii again informed- of the 'langerjj 
fo that had It not been for thdl* friendly 
infoi-matiunsi, the Chief Jiiltke would" 
have run plump into the focus of 
the rebellidn I—There were two circum- 
Raucee, .however, worthy of nunark.—« 
The jirf was, that Sir Elijah Impey 
fhould, when charged vvith ib d'Wifrer.uM^ 

» coaim'friun as that of prucuriti^ evi- 
M ' 


iffle, /t<f prove tliat the Bfoums had 

the expulfion of tneir Ion from 
"thfiWpne, and of the Engliih from Ben¬ 
gal; twice intend to pals through the city 
of their refideiice. 

This guk/v Chief Jiiftice, faid Mr. 
Sheridan, cfifregards bufmeis: He 
wants to fee the country: Like fo'tne 
innocent fchool-boy, he takes the priin- 
«« lofe path, and amnres himfelf as he 
goes*. He thinks not tliat his errand 
is on danger and death ; and that his 
parh of pleafure ends in loading others 
•< with irons/' \Vhen at Lucknow, he ne- 
▼er mentions the affidavits to thfe Nabob: 
No, he is too polite: He never talks of 
them to M)-. Haftings—out of politenel's 
t JO. A yiailer of Ceremonies in Juftice! 
When exarpined at the bar, he faid,—-he 
imagines there muft have been a /wont in¬ 
terpreter, from the looks of the manager. 
Jlow I looked, Heaven knbws, laid Mr. 
Slieridan, but fuch a phyfiognomirt theie 
is no efcaping.—-He fees a fworn intei'preter 
in nry looks : He fees the manner of ta¬ 
king an oath in my looks ! He fees the 
Bafon and the GaiJges in tny looks 1 As 
for himlelf, he only looks at the tops and 
ioiloMS of affidavits 1 In feveft Vears he 
takes care never to look thefe fwear- 
ings ; and then goes homebne night, and 
undoes the whole-; though when be has 
feen them, Sir Elijah feems to know lets 
about them than when be has not. 

The lecond circumftance worthy of 
oblcrvatioi), vvas, that if a conciunon 
€ouid be made frotn a cloud of c rcum- 
ftances, the inference on this 
would undoubtedly be, that Sir Elijah 
Impey wasdilTuaded by Mr. Haftings ar\cl 
Mi'.Middktonfrom paffing by the way of 
Fyzabad, as well knowing, that ii, as a 
friend to Mr. Haftings , he were to approach 

theBegums, he would be convinced, by rus 

reception, that nothing could be more fo¬ 
reign from the truth than the idea ot their 
fuppoled difaffe^liori—It was alfo obferv- 
able, that Sir Elijah Impey, at Lucknow, 
taking evidence in the face of day in fup- 
port of this charge of rebellion again ft 
the Begums, when converfmg with the 
Nabob and his minifter, heard not a 
fingle word Vrom cither of a rebellion by 
which it was propofed to dethrone the 
Nabob, and to change tlie government of 
his dominions !'—And equally unaccoiiin- 
able it appeared, that Sir Elijah 
who had adviied the taking of thofe affi- 
dayiu for the fafety of Mr. Haftings, had 


never read them at the time, for the 
pole of feeing whether they were 
dent for the purpofe, or the contrary^— - 
After fo long a referve, however, and |kf-* 
ter declaring on oath that he thougUf\t 
unnecefiary, the next ftep taken by Sii; 
Elijah Impey was to read the affidavits, 
as, however lale, they might contdbute 
fomething to his information. He had 
been led to this ftudy, by his own allega¬ 
tion, from having* been mifted by Mr.! 
Sheridan, one of the Managers on the 
part of the Commons, who by looking-at 
a book which he held in his hand, had 
perfuaded him to declare that a fworn in¬ 
terpreter was prefent on the receiving of 
thofe affidavits- -that Major Davy was pre - 
fent for that pni pofe—and that whoever it 
was, he was petfe6lly faiisfied vyidi his 
conduft on the occafion; when dt vvas 
adiially in evidence that no interpreter 
whatfoever was present.—Now, faid Mr. 
Sheridan, bow I, by merely looking 
into a book, could intimate the pre- 
fence of an interpreter, could inc.ulcate 
the afliftance of Major Davy, and could 
alfo look the fatisfa6lion conceived by 
Sir Elijah Impey, are queftions which 
I believe that Gentleman alone is able, 
to determine I 

He ffiould admit, however, he faid, 
that Sir Elijah Impey had not ftriflly at¬ 
tended to forms on the occafion of takiijg 
thole affidavits ; that he had merely di- 
re^ed the Bible to he given to the Whites, 
and the Koran to the Blacks, and had 
packed up iiv his wallet the returns of 
both without any further enquiry 5 or 
that he had glanced over them in India, 
having previoufly cut off all communica¬ 
tion between his eye and his mindy fo that 
no conicioufnefs was transferred from the 
former to the latter; and that he had , 
read them in England, if poffible, with 
lefs information :—however ftrange ihcfc 
circumftances might be, he would admit 
them ailj—he would even admit, that 
the affidavits were legally and properly 
taken, and yet. would prove that thole 
affidavits were not Efficient to fuftain 
any one point of criminality againft thole 
who were the fubjeils of the prefent 
charge. 

After forae bi ief obfervation? on foroe 
paitsof the affidavits, particularly on thofe 
of a native officer, wfto, as Mr. Sheridan 
obferved, gave a fpccimen of platoon 
firing in his evidence, by giving three af¬ 
fidavits in one day * j he concluded with ij 


# He hatl fwoni once—then again—apd made nothing of it; then comes he,, with 
; another, and fwears a tbkd time— and in company does better. Sin^h^handed he cm do 
' notliiog—but fucceds by platoc-n/wfarinjr and volleys of oathsP* ^ .. 

* .vA obfervmg, 







uve*, that as it would ten.I 
to* abi)rovhte Uio dilcufV’on of febti 
it charge^ to on'xM* vTiOi'e Ja.“goIy into 
Y^^/'tcj'idenc'y ot thof.‘ uH’Kliivitf.-y li.o tuoukl 
t’;v.:rtfore I'tiakc a p-'vUie for tut })ro.Cunt, 
find take the liberty of culling thy atten¬ 
tion of their JLordfiiips niorci j)aiti<;ularly 
to t li ‘ 5 ji oi ii t 0 n art tu'i f j i ng day. 

' ■ At hu|f pih four o’clocic the Court ad¬ 
journed to Fri<lay 

THiRTi'-TirntD Day, 
Fp.iday/Jun'U 

The Court beir.'v {e;itiid at half pull 
twelve, after a Hiort'p.une, Mr. Sheridan 
reibnted hi.'> fpeeeh-* by expielhng hiti fa- 
tisfuffion, lhat in ilu'- inttrvat of t!iea<U 
joii.1 nmeni, the rv.xm\nhr^ part of the 
dcrie% had btu'u piauted and laid b."- 
forc tli'dr Lordihips j us 'it v/as the wifi 
of the Managv-s tliiu every -doauneut 
I'hbiild b.; b -..rbn bv' Court at the lime, for 
the purpoic of dt'ter 'ojun'.g .iyft'i more ac¬ 
curacy whether d'cy- Ir-ui or hail not b.urnc 
out the charges which they pivicnted, 

■' .Rcciirrir.g then to the athdaviiS taken 
bv Sir Klijuh Impey at Id.'i.'kmow, they 
formed, he oljiiTVed, a materia,I article in 
the defence (d MV, HvifuUgs ,and on the 
decifon of their Lcrdihr a refpciHin)?, tliw 
weight of the aUegatior s w'hii h they con- 
taiiuai, a grear part of this quclhon 
would honliy depend. r^lpc-a lo 

ifjne part of ihc. charge uvade on the Be- 
giunr.—their having |hewn an uniform 
■ipiat of '/loli-iiity U) the Briti/h Goverr^ 
^vent—ir had noVonty faikd, but was abib- 
iuu,‘ly abandoned by;, ,the Counit-l '$yr the 
prilbnd', us no: bdir.!: fup])<rr\;ed by a rlttb 
of evirlcnce. .Tu deciding oh the other 
parts of lids cha.vg€'"'•their having corndjii-t' 
ted an overt-nil of rebeiiion-—tbei}' having 
inflamed the Jaghirdars, and excited the 
d'-fnonlent.!' in Oud.:-—their Lo|;dlldpa were 
tu conlidt-’- the rmiutiovv in v hkhMr. Haf- 
tings ftootl at, the time thcle cliAigais were 
made. Having fnilcd’in his,attempt at 
Bcnarc?» his mhid was tiitindy direi'lcdlo 
thr. trc.iiVires of the JkgU'nip: He knew 
th'iii f;. i,h v.as ilic inuation into wdiic.h he 
buipiungru the alfuirs oi ih<'Corr.p.my, 
that he knew *he could Jioi a.hhds his 
vrffrr/ n'vulers, unlclh ibme trcTiiurc was 
foiind. He hud tliercfbre (rood.'firwaids 
a'$ an accufev, where he was allb to prchde 
us a iudge ;—and wiih ' much caUtiim 
ihendd chut judge be beard, who Ins ap¬ 
parently a pyoi^t.on the conviflton, ilcS an 
nu^rpft tu rbe e<md'mnaiiovi uf die p.'uty 
tp t>c t'ncd, He wou.ld not f otii this infeig 
!i'VvveVi..f, {;lni: the elr-Uare was groundiefs j' 
feu: W wouldur^jvU’i that uuiit fully 




edj It fliould not meet with irji 
It. v^'as i/bvlom'alfb tint the iCtumi; 
t(; ha^v• been uvad,e by the Kcgvmn 
throne the Nabob and lixurpate the lam 
gl'f'i, was in the highelfc degTee,^ impro- 
babl 'j but he wcnld n u- into from 

f ;rice> tint it was impofTiblc.-'^rheve is 
human nature a pjnxrf- propunljity' m 
6 vtlf vdiJch had fomeumes cauild ihe pu- 
pnt\)'Uon of bad afb without any obviovs 
gTaii'lCrUion ri!;luitmg to the pcrpeiritbr, 
'Ah he (iicuid claim, therefore, vva.'!, dnt 
tlie accufaihon.' brought by Mr. Hadings 
'againd diellegums,iluAild undergo u can¬ 
did examinarion, and ihat probable 'evU 
dance, at lend* f louid be bcjught to the 
luhnoii of charge,^ hi ihcmfrlves ir^npn:». 

' Tv.fV R.tflings in' Ins defence hnd ebm- 
pl:'il;;;d, '..hai hi*: proucui.or .had aifempte.i 
10 ]>iuekcn thek afrubwits :a‘.h, ii 
go!ar> and iirei-r/ant; wlien they bad. 
Iwn apdKeiiticiaad by the prefence of Sir 
Elijah Xinpevj, and as he alfo obfervedj^, 
being taken in an enquiry, diryfrdefl ibiy 
ly KrHlahlifh the guilt of Cheyt Sing, they 
weiv rneu’Iy an a^.cellar/ evidence in tht 
proknt cafe, and were thei-efore fds liablo 
to i'l.fpicion. The realbning in this la/l; 
iiidahce, Mr- Sheridan <ddei’v.td, vvoiUd 
uiulouhtedly bo good 5 hut that, tlk al- 
fertion thar'^iIk enquiries were exduuvely 
dircklcd to the crirnbiatmii of Cheyt Sing;^ 
liad been pr.>ved an ahfdule falfehood, 
as they .were really intended t;o jafiq'y 
nvliai was af’iorwards to be tione. .Wiih 
^e^pt^iiq: to the^ q cu dic.ih 

ahidavit's b)r Fi’leu<h tlie 

tnitlV would bed appear from a review of 
their Sheridan thei'/ pr(<j, 

ceedeei to fema.rk: on the a^tlldavif.^Li. vu.. 
rally, as fur they redated to clvu-gcs 
againh ' the.' BegumsThole of the 
Jenmiadars, or n.uive fnbcikern officers, 
C'->naainrd nothing, it appeared,^ but vague 
X 0 inoiir and tm probaide iiirn«ilh. 

One deponent, that Was a. black offi¬ 
cer ni one of bur . regiments of Sepoy 
Jtated, that Ivavi ng a con hderable n um her 
of people as hoitHges, -in a' forr. where he 
COninvihded, and avHq had been lent; thi*« 
ther fyy C lonet Hannay, the country 
petiplkgOt i':v.ind thn fortj,* and deimanried 
thru they iiienld bc deliVcred up , but in- 
ihad of cbtrq>iying with their requeh, lie 
piit l -Vcmry of them to death : jio' 

afterwuid' tirrcv/ d.owa {bme* of t)m 
tltmcnts of the fbrtyand killed, lour more 
oi* the h.oilages; and, on anotiier duy, 
foe heads of iS nure were druck. vuul' 
a.mong them the head of c. gr-^'il: H’.dah of 
tlic countrv% l>y order of Coiouel 

. •*’» . TH 




( people round about were enraged at 
expciition, and crowded abcHit the 
' f/^rt.5 Torne of them were heard to fay 
the Begums had oft'ered a reward of 
loco rupeesvfor.the head of every Enro^ 
pean, loo for the head of every Sepoy Ot- 
£cer, and lO for the head of a common 
Sepoy.—Bui it appeared afterwards pret¬ 
ty clearly that no fuch rewards had in 
‘ reality been offered ; for when Captain 
Gordon^s detachment took the held, the 
people who furrounded him told him, that 
-if he vyould deliver np his arms and liis 
baggage, they would-let him and his men 
continue their rc ute unmolefted ; fo little 
were they difpofed to enr.ch themleives 
by the flaughler of the Britifh forces, that 
v/hen Captain Gordon’s detachment was 
reduced by defertion io ieti men, 'and 
when the daughter or capture of them 
would have been of courfe a work, of very 
little difficulty, the country people remain¬ 
ed fatisfied with the difperfion ot the de¬ 
tachment, and then returned to their 
homes, without attempting to attack the 
poor remains of that detachment, the ten 
men who continued with Captain Gordon. 
That gentleman, in Ids affidavit, fuff^Qfed 
the Begums to have encouraged the coun- 
tiy people to rife, becaufeyflien he afyived 
at the bank of the j iver Nnfiaf on 

the oppofite bankof whichItands the town 
of Saunda, the Fowzdar, or Governoj-, 
who commanded there for the Bow Be- 
in whofe jaghire the town lay, did 
not infianily fend boats to carry him an«l 
Ids men over the river, and becaule the 
Fowzdar pointed two or three guns acrofs 
•the river. Now, admitting both thefe facts 
to be 1 vue, they could not afft?< 5 t the Be¬ 
gums 5 tor it was the duty of the Fow2dar 
to be on bis guard, and not to let troops 
into his fort, until he knew for what pur- 
pole they appeal ed before it. In the ne>;;t 
place, there was nothing in the affidavit 
which indicated that the guns were point¬ 
ed again It Captain Gordon and his men » 
on the contrary, it|Was poffiblc that^ ihele 
guns had made that gentleman’s purfuers 
difperfe 5 for it was rather remarkable, 
that they fliould purfuehim whilft he was 
in force, and ffiouid give over the purfu it, 
when, by the defertion of his foldiers, his 
detachment was reduced to ten men. 
However, whatever might have been the 
caufe of tlieir difperfion, Captain Gordon 
at length got acrofs the river, and found 
himfeh in a place of as foon as he 

got into a town that was under the autho¬ 
rity of the ^egums, who caufed him to be 
lent afterwards under a protecting guard 
to Colonel Hanuay, This mfcumitaiico 


was riippreffed in the affidavit made aftelp 
wards by Captain Gordon 5 for what 
pofc it was nut tor him to judge. V 
Hyder Beg Cawn, the Minilter of Ijhe 
Nabob, though Iweariiig both to ruinc^;;y 
and to faCt, could mention no particulars 
of an iniurretTiion which was to haye de¬ 
throned hli Sovereign. Nor was the evi¬ 
dence of Col. Hannay and the other En- 
gliffi Officers more conch I five ; loud fuf- 
picions appeared to have been propagated 
at a time of general diftiirbance, and when 
the flaines of -war were raging in the 
neighbouring province of Benares. Mr. 
Middleton, though fwearlng after he had 
received his final orders from Mr. Haf- 
tings refpefting the 1‘eizure of the trea-^ 
lures, could only fay, that he believi* t. the 
Begums hrd given countenance .ne re¬ 
bels, and, he had heard, Ibme aid. The 
whole of the depofitlons, Mr. Sheridan 
obl’erved, were fb ftitile, that were they 
defended in 111 inferior court of juftice, he 
was convinced he Ihould be forbidden 10 
reply,and toldthat hewas combating with 
that which was nothing ! 

With refpe^tf to the firft part of the 
charge, the rebellion of the Begums, he 
could find notraceof any fuch tranfa^ion, 
The belt antiquarian in our Society,^’ 
faid Mr. Sheridan, “ would be, after all, 
never tiie wiferl-^I/Ct him loqk where 
“ he would, where can he find any vefr 
tige of battle, or a fingle blow? In 
til s rebellion, there is no foldier, nei-. 
“ tiler horfe nor foot: not a man is 
“ known fighting ; no office-order fur- 
** vfves, not an exprefs is to be feen. 
This Great Kebellion, as notorious a?i 
our Forty-f've, pallid away—unnatu- 
“ ral, but not raging— beginnin,^ in no-^ 
“ thhig —-and ending, np doubt, jult as it; 
began ! 

Jf rebel lion, my Lords, can thus form 
“ unleen, it is lime for us to look about 
“ us, * What hitherto has been 

may become hiJioricaL l^nighlf-* 
bridge may at this moment be invelt-» 
ed ; and.all that is left us, nothing but 
** the forlorn ho|>e—»oF being dealt with 
according to the llatutc—«by the ibiincl 
of the Kiot and the fight, if it 
** can be, of another Elijah T* 

The Counfel had thought prosper to 
dwell for a ume on the Nabob’s going to 
Fyzabacl, on his return from Cfifinar, at¬ 
tended by a guard of zooo men. Mr. 
Middleton being ^Iked, whether thefe men 
vvere well-appointed, though on another . 
occafion he had declared himfelf nomU i 
litary man, caught in the inllant a glearrt 
of rnaftial memory^ ^nd anfwered ni the 







lTfn^x\^. TfiP cnnhT.rv,waj, 
yi/d'yy liie ev^denct oH’ Captv INiward??, 

' ir.ifnditai'the Nabob as? Ibi 
C'(’<Tip/ aitd al(b iIku thotb wrr;: 

d,l:\)Uly STHitinc^, sfor tUob pay^ \vf»o \v.:Vo 
'■ <iiiny'^'' ’• i\'au ! j'kra to Itajp tho pvoji/clii of Hir-ill’ c- 
1'';,, vi’’ 'tion ! ,Vct he W',ul<t rj(p-ee ta all ifat the 

'' ' ■' Cou\i/el icquiici! ;'“-he woiild (lilVir tne 

Vhi/le 2oro men ro cutn* full tror \\\\o (he 
chv of FyzabacI -—while: Miudkton 
i[()ud by oiu oi’ his wits, 

*' </f mars‘’111 mtrcior’* and vvhiUs 

jab, like a mai\ }:!;uing to ieaiaife#ji(Vr«^ 
*' Ml Ft- x'.ce, or iV»’0i1orn i/i E'nghrrvcF 
takes f'portive tour, a?:;- hnoOth aiV,|: 
well •beat ca as 0/,V f fbr 

Captain Fciwnru.rf bad luliy prhr-ed> ■IbtU 
ir-» 'V, jne-cly the ufua'g:<^'rJ of iIieNa- 
I'/ob hft //oulil irj;rdibe Irive bei'iv <.h 

refpeJiii) to luive goia-.* v'ikh ie.13 attend-; 
iiiicc ; be ct'uld have rnotivrCfor going 
hicog^ iinieis he jnigijt 'iiuve intenvitd 
ro rna'ke liiniiclf a ptt'fe(:l\atalcli for the 
inhirvefdion, wliic.h was alfo fwtojg'* Or 
thought that a reb^Uhm vvIlh4!^l3t■an .orz/rii', 
would be moli ptcperly iVibducd by a 
iV/.vr#'without a ^ ^ 

y\mtlier (lijvpuial proof of the difb;^ee»> 
tio); of tliC Bogurnj wa3 brongln;^ Uy SiC 
b-dgi”gt:iaf looo b nl btep rarled 

at F5-z:ibad;, and lent to the 
(Jheyt Siitg, and tl)l3 otheid.^^afon^ 

than a detaclunent of the iVnve 
^vas in the lift of the I'^l'-rces of that i\;tjah I 
This liiigie tircundtance vvaS' tai^^ 

' iuH and complete evidence of the id'-mtiLy 
of thofe tr(x>p!:. It wis no matter that 
the Oilicer fecond in command with Obey t 
Sing- had fwoni that the cU;tacb.»TKm" oiintc 
from Lucknow, and not froui Fyzabad* 



.•uuv» 1 .••u ly. jVa.U'I a ( 

rent dc!cripti-jn j tho/’e ofihe ib.i; nn 1 
^^''OjdhntJA;, uod (huf- in tfr^ fnVice < 




T\n^> ,Mr- ITudings ’vo\dd ha'^c 10"^ 
frih'ng milirikc of emc tap!mi fo • 

;'-d)er 1—The fani’"'vhfucLT, 'liowiVi •, Ir.ujl 
:d(bd'‘ppfed, Jhnt the; true pa ^verret a difm- 

beii'ig 
of the 

Kji)'.’!‘.j’ tnalchlnc k \noiu The infe.. .’"'i 
»‘muc <o O', .nr i:» theixfoic imdouhteeb/ ,, 
x" as, that'die dei'achmCnf did ai^lnaHy ' '*ij 
rdnid tram-LucC/.wsv 5 not foot |,trHltp3 
b / I'b-J Kabohy'hut by /bme of the ]ag!ur- h 
diir.!, bu> l iWuiJietb who had abnptl.iot 
p'.'twor ,h'>r V p’vrrofe, and w»ho/h aver- 
hfiri fO thlKr.ghiir had aKvays lc>Ji avv>w* ' 
<ivl. ^ T'-.e iiaur; of badib Ally, l.is liruf* f 
bt.r hem invinlonud as beir.g 
UipfjJ) ermhm: lu tlugfe irimfiaiuns' ,,, 
bbUntlK. why;,?; was, not pu- ' 

Mdiei'obr Elijah (inp )y .hiid givtm’lht; 
bel*. lubvii; at' Uiut bu'C^ 1 hjp /bfjnjr'bi^ , 
thtir Lordlbipu th it' ii'idjb Af’y mw. 
lurably pooi-1 k h* had th-,\Tefoi -llnnid pre- ‘'?5 
teeri<>mn )iF$/,/'i;:rty, lud .fatetv iu hl-j 
F'.ery eunviion UKr-dnj of 
jiulg'iUg on fticii occadoi's re((aiij-fo 
b^ Overturned by Mr. Hadm-vs. wa« .■ 
generally fippoisJ tha'tb.e I'jau) vvVrc tlv^ 
M'dT daring, and tint nccedity was tias ; 
Itrougcv'l y/.vAvo’/’-^ to iitooiatioiv, BuFfhij;:; 
Oovei nur -Gi'Uyrid invutin^- this propoiL ’f 
tioii, had laid it dov'm a, an ax'oni—rlrit 
the aftionr. of tliu poox vvt‘re lufKcicmly 
punifbc i by eoineinpt--M!Tac the gulit of 
an offcifiebn- Ihonid me read’ in :\ puriC' 
nit/V with bis wc dtn-->-,ind tine, iji 
wlieil' there whs no /nfe/hm ihcro tou'id j 
umloubtedi . he / 

Mr. fthchhu. next jcad the kit.er ofthe ' 
Begun « to Mr, Hidings, coinpbuniiq^. ' 
of die i\d()i('loui,^yvhmh had been fo un- 


* The letter was as ftdiows;—The cliftu'-innct.s of Cob H.mnay arnl Mr, G.^rtbsn 

were natle a preteuco for fo/.ing my The Jft.ci* (O' the matter is this : _\Vdien 

G;lonel Hansu/ was by iVlr. H.ntings oukred to? mr-.rchttf M u u is durimr too troubles bl' 
Cheyt Siog, the Colonel, -aiAo I.Ati^Ju/nl:\re.ti c/Ad'/e tcuufry^ inc.fpjbb r.f (fraecaJif)^^ 
fn.'fftbg y 7 ni>finffb'uil-i'i<h of d-anlutuirs^ v^hohadfcl-.'j df/oM f^'^/outaUb t,y^yc> Li)<i(y \ they har^ 
.''f iMireJ Mn tb.rdoii ncai junivanl, <3tid the Zeinirulars af that plaagyipd Acberoorc op- 
poitfd his maren from thence, tih he arnvoh near‘"|ninda, .-n the‘'Jlundr. Nuifc., from 
its overflowing, was dUiicn’t to crofs without a bo.r, fdi. Gordon feiu m i'owaJar to 
“ Ibpply him : he replied, the boats were all in the river; hot A'ould .sliVd. liim, n ; 

toojJers, asfoon.as poifblr, Mr. G..)rdon's fnuatbm vvoukl rtoCudmii of his j 

** lie forclcvl thR Nulla ujK’U his cieph:>?;£, ami wa: hiF;>isah(y rtxoiveJ aod enarnined In luvi 
«' Fow'Zdarfor hx days. In the mean time, a leti-r was received hy nm nom Cr}, J! 

dd'iring mo loefcort Mr. Guvdoo to Fyzab'uU A-t loy frauuilhip for tiu* Ihgjiifh ivts,-!- 
\vay<nnrure, Irea’lily cungdied, had ieiir fomc com;-«nie-; of Ncje«bs to hlcii'-t Wr. Oar*' 

- dnn vund all h)5 to Tyjahad j whciv., l».»vl!r,v provided ib« hvs eniertaimnenf, let* 

<< felled liis junction vv;ih Colonel Hiuinay. Tlie letrera of cnanks rea/jvcJ from both UiTsS 
gcutlemea, uponthis occ.ihoii, are Udluj my pothiifion, copies of winch I ga.; Ii\cbnrge 
“ Major Cdpin, to bii delivered to iViv, Middlctvin, that M might forward thfim u> fhe Go- 
«< vernor.General. T<5 In brief lhof« vvtto have loaded me with accufittons, or - •>'T';nd«ar/y, 
♦< cmvidej ofJa/fhoi^, But. iy it uott .U usrdin try, that, noCvvif.iitUndi’Ofr tin; i I’lu^fs ofn\f ' 
hobudy my mkfortune, J ^ly prayer.-? hmh^vh coidbuxly ’vhered ti> >J .AVi>\\ 


'^sspa 

t -/a*' ♦ifi.y.ijp' 








/ of her •> a-Jid vtrci'- 

OordoP., who could tca'ifv 
, |}:yr|:^oc; nc:’. He allb re.i>J iii'j leuevoi: 

Gordon to tiio Kc[;-(ini ihunting’ 
.‘']'e!-*fo;‘ l^er (ntQ,rtore.\’ and jurkno-'vledu- 
irj].; that Iud«/v.’fd /dc liter ro-her boiiji!.)'. 
It'had been afitr'd, vdtl 5 nia :ur <>f ioire 
triuTTiph, why C\ipt.Gordo i SMiii vVti ^ lii- 
cd tri> that bar ? He \m\ arrbvmd t.'f. 
nov^t that be 'W’onkl wt erjr on' ’a it*; n 
v/bc, in his alfKluvlt, hud iupprcflcr' t'(l 
D'cnrion oi iliis onporimn; t a(;;.'t^nu)n 
Hf \n}i\ec\] that if evei he hiv/iumar. tjiat 
liar, !:<; fitoujd wjinuih a curitdte ‘^eal to 
do away the ei'Adi •. of that hieroc, aixl 
bthoid a pcn'ouu^d tour tor lie ^an i.** 
had then ta}.’.on. Ht, Ic.ped, yer, ior 

jjte hotnnir of In-nhan natun-, tlyat Capj. 
Gorio^n vms ih''0 uiuH a-.vi'-jaW'oin'^’-av'.f 
that'fle Vas led on by Mu MMliduo,, 
v/ho v/a.> w'ell infornivd of the btoit.eif', to 
aft a pan of wli'./l h'' did inn ^i.;a0w i!u', 
cujiibv^k-ngeh, su^; G'd-vnianliy 

ifcoik'd ftom tlu’ t,ran(a61krn jn any 

other jkd.M <d G<.ft A'vl'-; ddikt.uh ny 
iwcipm tl)Mt any n>an tonld /aiy.vp ri be* 
TJcb'iTor, ',rt-4,b]eati''thr0' i now draw, 
<* nty t t<.' 1 k avrrf, rjc to y<ti.i — niiy 

odllcnce is rtu t!nnr’'li0rj i’roin your 
ir; boiuity—'] irn 'udeldafto yoi, beyyr.d 
all polJ:bi!iiy of retenf and tb leha'e, 
«« — p.y wkWi',.d*-” 

ti£ ' ei * ^ ''/y ft':;'*■•:■ ■ , 'M/b, I' 

fA nctiofu } 

The C'riginabJtiter^ or; oteafion 
from Colonel Ibyritiay and, *.„kivvSaiii Ger- 
don to the in'd ,t'"'^dniitted 


by her tl.roug'h Mstjor Giip’n t.> 
bliddlct for dk ptvp'de of lKin<a -‘In 
to Mr. HaK!i\a^' ■; but tho Icavt/.s w'jiy tom 
from Mr. Middleton's kiter-be-ok in (he 
pla:t‘ wit ore they H ton Id have appean L 
VVhen ejotiniiiai on ibis lubjeot, he A:v;... ^ 
tlnvt lift hao eleiioitied Peiiiim cop/C> of 
diofo ictier;; h. the obice at CuAlknow, 
'(fi.n that Itc did not bring trandaticna 'viuh 
Inn loCab-'jtt'.i—-lecuikla. kdr Lucknow 
lUc very da y after he Itr di ecci ved the opgi- 
rails, "Th 1 ' on niV> Mr. Sii^ idan fajd^, lie 
t.Giiid bolihy alii it, was I' jj.u and dKddui 
ferju^x :f-' "I't coil,id, be provnl, by ccyni- 
(p''i!dingdates, .hatkiiddleton had i ced oC'd 
Uiofe letaci GiM katl a ntonth before lie left 
)hu.:}:au'\ J-b ''e'paned fro'.n that city 
O'; 'Itc 1 /:h ot Oardxr, luit n;.idX have 
ceived ihoG kiu t M'aon; the 7,cil:^T'.bc 
|;j;cr.odiii" uiuiilb. He v/as liu'rtierc v-'clj 
aw0u-e ui ihc puiitv of tho'c i/. w'/.jicou- 
pr-dion he , was eagiiged } Ivt ktv„\v titat 
the'r att-adnurmt \\a:> fully proved, at tliii: 
Tory broe whvr. lluy w'a-t. charged with 
d'ddT. CVrjn Imi as their pnniduufut ivrni 
piqh knv'jnedj Ic, ’i(]t (.Cmctrt wiLh Ititj 
pkrioipal, faiin.i it n'ectfTary to fiipprefs 
tile t^lbrnornal- of then- iunotenco.—- 
Tiiis luafs or fraud ancUiia'lly, <o\ u4 
g$ it bad btejf by vi\ry uii which the vne 
could dev)fe,,was nev/ bared to the 
'ViCv/, hy ilie aid cd that Howl;!’ >vbo ca,.t\ 
give a d/dids ntrv( ev n to infant 
'n;xa '.riu’ Injiued IbfrVrcTS witl) rcata 
nicio puweiFni than tirypava-ih, attd with 
llvjhb niQi't' in'pA‘'dlive (hvia , cloqaeree, 


for your arrival j repfr''^ h^'r announced it, for 'tv’r.ich reafon 1 have t;ikcn up tfie pen, 
rfqu!r.U yon willuoc ph;.:a'nuphci. y^a/ulencc: to n»y ;Kcufr,s, but w.'ighing )n rhe (calc of 
jullics A;{>rtr/c 2 /dAW< Mui my t ^p''fifini<vAot'^, yt'u v/iU ckhc your iitnncac,? in putung ,a 

« period tiK. mbhrlnne', w.ih which )' am ovevwhekneoG-Mr- Shendajt re, 

jnru hed, that thv, plain .a. 1 (Imple.hnguitj^^e of trnlh pave to thn reprcicntntivns of tlic AicAurn 
^r. l{„ti vdean foice ; h.,r coitipbirts v/erc ekKincnco, hei'fuf r’ucauouF penuahoti, and her v«,-^ 
.^oordbiioev'F coitViGion, . V ^ 

* Tiic letter was as Glio’VG i—Tk-pean of exalted dlsnity and penerofity, kc. whoiA 
Ckd preiervo,. , ' ■ " . ■ ' 

** After p' 'trentin(>,tb: ofu'd complimn.rits of ffvV'tude, &:c. iri Uic cullomary irtahniei ,:riny 

yddrf^ls is pie reviled, ^ , r <■• i i rk 

k To''r-»r2cln)i. kiier, in anlwer to the petidon pF your fer'-,;ut from Guonclan, exalted 
r.’\ from the O'uoutf'T lK\.arrin" uotiMJv-kably uujUeU'cd xvr.n the hoiiuuc it conhu f»,1, 
** Ts'u-iy tlu? Aln'iighty pi t' «<Ji. triuc royal ptiryv; auvi heduvv luipp'iUenb Chcreare oi vvtadth auiilf 
^put)tperiry.. ' f- , ^ ' ■» 

t/nre of y-n f ?vani if tniiWch cnx.‘\-'^: #'»;/;;»»/u7m>.V ord U'trf^voig^^cgykc. kcA^ 

'* \ i\\ thit,evjde.'oe, iVir Shci-d.in ('aid in c^prels'ttrrn'is dune appeared tlra pcifiry 

it was to, btyni.d vli e^-^pcaaf'.m, /naile^ maniitit——by that Puvvor» 
h lo vvivijtt U'kI all Lie*at'r>'S nnifr yvju’-itt uobiiULb ui du? uholo tyd?m ,^f 

tlr.u/ut orr.dAhr, s impothHe--wlio can inv i2..uv.‘e tlic arm of ithnuty with a irtrtr.f’fl 
■uN) can hrmp, i'.G'f 9^ dnbiK-'b, and got.d aui a}' c\ii—ran five tlie CfV 


xi-t ve- 


/,.-s aM)4c‘tlrfn Ur Ahkb .H'd drar ftnth cwUi ndi.hW or rMuli bom .nuda hb deeds 
fiakaclsund d.fruy tA^ct^nt, alrJ.und Uw .•.pcuiir.g-^-.io ev-uripbly st bad, if »u;t 
,L k) '(ruaiiiy any G/uui f.dh-:. kiipi nf imuiuoiro 1 >y the feuvl m of its uppolitt—r 

mnn.ve diiic aif Uu vnv.<;r.,huboi ‘hnb W m.Xa the iblnputy 





W-'"' 


w 


f'lii 


aU'.l il^clr lorJiliip'? ju^b'ce, 
for th:it iclain'ition 
i.'ict: a:\ the 1! AJt i'OU‘cp>r!5llog:,': 
I',:.)* v)f tV\eir wrongi 5 , ^ T’/ 

''i'hfi benev^oU'iit liiU’i*fcrcncc ol: rhe Be?-. ’ 
on ill favour of Capt. Oorrlon, haci 
hi'joii 'Utlgne/i \'j' M.r» iia(fing« 5'n bi-^ 
fe'iK r, '.D her iiitelbi>,e‘'ice oi tlK= b.trr6*%. ot 
thv KivgUil.' ir" lii.ir penovl.—Tiiat this 'ih 
k|;atK4i 'VViis fonihlcd in .'ranHvh 
luin-., c.iiihl tc.} t-nhly ho proved.•-•-’rho 
oniy iWtJt'ib vvhicti ita? Briu’ih forcer a< 
that: ^h'iic met swiUi, that vf Col"'4 
.Hlair on th^ id c.f ticptcrr.bnr;, Uut' v’laTe 
hi hbrihdrnchnovvl'f'b^x'l thot ano'bcv'vic- 


naie Choyt” Sinil'^ and when 
H,aV<in Teeincd ro to 

vhc nr-ik ' fi' i 1 [ )0hi;. n or iine y>vc^ C(»“ 
asv. !;,:n their r'iCirj.jcm'L, and tohfyiat 
tbe;^ iTcvcruro!. , • •. .. -d , 



ThoJ'''/.Q,>iJ '\i Ihe'pam of 
tile < tai<i£,nmdf tho wiis tbtiv, 

hhvlh^s'^'nid.mkd ihp T'.igi»bv!;c j. It waa^' ' 


'mW" 


/i, toiy g^iii'siy.d atiuef) J Ioh'», woi!0> b"!; 

t tp a 'dt-dlat,-—The ra,-oii;b ipivnd aveUind 
^Tie c^toitrv fit the fnnv tverc cl the i ivd 


m 


iild 


miv 






:’"W; 




V 


"tin. finable ^ - iM-t 

bet., i.^ih at Bev/nrSj uini iluf the i n- 
gihh were evtty rl.ete lobte-'L—ri'A’lt* 
nc'poj'ta^ it is to be reiu. i hedt wtre oil: 
iahnilc’ly more coni'i i]ho-ncc to tlv.^ pmh at 
ar?;omcrit'y than the'/eft .j ivhich i’vllU o-- 
cl lied ; hut if rviy d'Oi hi rcmai'ned oi, the 
tjund of n.ny I'Oin, it v.ir ordi' nercfliiry 
to recur tu a m'vei-Kiihug; .evrchnicej in 
thai of Mr., Hahiug-s ■ai/a’ii'dt him;Hi'’.— 
In a huer to tlie t'hvmcib' iKdiicfi was on 
record, Mr, Kaftings ai.'ki‘u>,vfcdr.a]; that 
fiver, the 2 ad of A'ii_,vdi (he :*,-d ofS \u 
tcftiber, whi'di inrlubtid of con fe the '/me 
oft'aptain Chnd< hr ’url 

bicu confined ui a fitnaiion of the u^-moit 
hazard ; ih.nt ills nfeiy <UHdm!; that time 
extremely pV'tcailou& j nttd f-at d>o' 
ahairs of ihc Engiiih were, generatiy 
thought; to be imfivoir able in the ex. 
treme I T; h»o Jvu'nce,lic'VcvCr, theihad-. 
sniifioi’is were Ibtaify fo'‘y,,c;tten‘ 'There 


’■'.uv'i;vrr,'Oyi‘:i fvora the jeiers of 
.VhvMiddMnn hi;r/l7_ir^ that no fucU aid 
•V’ :n: v'ai\tpd ep' rc(erjtmen!.?, whk.v 

vniil ii'wMdfib’iy.bve anh.n from the 1 
vvei'e naany 

)>U\V. i ttn h . coitcevne 1 j - tS*i 

hues'-wiiicvt ,V>MV dcpendinci; were oFa 
v-ad -aft ■inh^yb./aas dntr owncj-s by kIk.1 
i.'‘i:'jn[) rn. v.’oubi )‘\ rcchiccd at once to 
pcvoiY .uul j'l'b .k, tlieir own feetin^d 


tWfvifi leuilo p‘-o’,ii rccvcryefva whi"h 
WM (i'Cfu ci'n'ci ibi'd. It was inf.c^/t^ojv- 
h‘>r^,''i*<,''-ifr.ribc: to thi. Bcgiihis, without 
i'ha’dovr of proof, the Infm-imj of fhr.ti-. 


tp''*'**'- 

m.;nF-. which rnmi' hrr.U: miiixl \.ddiut!t 
iheif i.ikrhte^UA^. I flitd) not waft'u 


4 iht rthiroV ti'v Omrtf' /FM MivShf- 
r|di-m,/'* on'lnohm 'tut appoai 

3 h:u)r .Lovoflnps im’iiv'Khrdly to IJeicr-* 


- mine, whether on a piophitl being 
** mattift to contli.af\' ^nur i(;V..i’;-'d cRatea 
•'"'-ancl th.'* . ud'.'vo t/,e i bjeuHii ar^ 

bo. V -.V'i':." A,' 


n.p veryuficqu:/—tihe iru.crh.rehce 


tn'. V'tv'o.Ldv)iv.‘i.Tij fn's '!■>,'n'gdom wouki 
- be at all JWofTay,to awaken your re- 
* Sind iv> roule you lo bopoG" 

tionf * ^ 

* ue ddCGMCiTt.i vvducf* preVchied In the 
provinceof Oude had f^een alfo. hrd with 
hfoda? /lUl'.c'e, autd^oted tothdh Trincef- 
at.d form* d rh and I di article 

utch.Kv rvc'iid! them. But Uip condiiS\oi' 


was. alio i\i\ obfcrvable uuau.uibnrjr in' ihciihctr.^ rvflding in U...(t province, the 
svhiit was there .diedged—dnit v/ulo.nrf ^'fTcattvl rcnnpiiUnuJrouj tkmiaTjves., rri 
,1. >>..1. .. th6 uckaowle'd<v‘d r:tpa:icy of Co!, liar- 


>bmnvv had wiiden to tlje Kcgum/m the 
ityle ot fupplication—bf"cauii% in ihtmleF 
perate rn'uation of rvTaii?, he knew (vf no 
olb.c- wdiich he could adepr j sintl yet, in 
thn fame iemcnce a was averred, that the 
Begutn had procured the 3eleall* of Capt, 
Gordon—from r-er kiuAvi.nigc pi' the 
ptnipevatm advances of our army*—the 
appeared, fhcitdoie, beyond the podlbihty 
of .V doubt, that thofe PfuKcirv.s had <|e~ 
monliivned the iumintfs of th^-ii rutvvli- 
jrumi to the 3'lngiid)., not iu itie moment 
of itu ^efs—*»not from the jmpulle oFFaj', 
nor fj'otn ths prafpeft of future protec¬ 
tion but Jit a time when the board <.»F 
collfc-'teJ vengeunce was uhorn to Iiurit 
ovci our hcidsji whun the of 

Kuroptvn guilt in'India appmral be 

compieiely idled, by rhe oppikl'horji wlfu h 
, 'Jtad jUit tt/abe^n cjicKiihd on th< \ ufuiv 

.(M: 


i 


il 




mi 


■M 



narg |(Jt no ilidlcubydn tracing iholb di - 
c<)ni.cnv<» tv) the uniice v/here tliev had 
'The .Nabob Mlmi'Af was fo 
convinced of t'na ryranr.y of Col. 
il.innay,, that on a ' propolitlon c.imrdmj’ 
-^ll’av Uatbngs t.> <:md him bac-kiatp 
the piovb.re, thc''Nbdud> iWore by Maim- 
met, idiuv it theCoionrl was ten! hack, 
he A'uu.d quit the piovl.vcc, j^hd come' 
to rehiU; witb ,ViV. Hafrinpisf * 'The Go- ' 
vcrnoi -Geuerai fomc; time after iurt ati ' 
apology bvr the ruggFlam, ’'nt it was then 
too Uifc— Ca.k Hann.ry w-eu dead-"*-aini' 
the province was lefpl.Tft* t 

Should .1 ib anger fui vey the IsTid for.. 

** UK. Sujab JTnvhHk'sjUndil.'ch ilu cuusis''' 
cidamity—fiiouKi he iUk, wh;i 
mon(frbu•.. in'a i ad ihu 

v\idr»bjrw'd WvU — vVi ,it dOpdroF 

V'd, .. V, ”, . . . . .. ^ 
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what ifJi^ious xeaf —'‘’.^*h^u 
(•nffcV h''vs dalkui abroinl'^. i-rj'd. 
nilkUci: iiTiKl TiiciuU t'n>aa(y ^■t>''!i;>-’-’:, 
ifht'^rtd I'lie gi’ip'. of th^-ath 

every g'c>wt‘h ,5if ,naui 2 <; <Ji)d hutr-juiity 


—id) tho meJJXisod' dtiighj, andeaco *->. 
gi/)iiijl‘iin!,>le, i''nUcip{e<,/br,rfj e^vniejicc? 
the ati.dver \vi}] hej it apy ai'iiNVva ^j'we 
be givev^ Kcs idai,^) D'j't «2ur o'h ibell- 
Lbj{ur''>! i»o roi'.dr;;n fyi' 

no fiiTputtal i Kte-iFoVi ? ^n> $ 

iijj't;rttvicr^-abb" leKaJ^ dinnp of 

** death 13 th-j* nurc ■'ffiili'in (A AVv'Jl'/h 
*' amiiy—-v/e i>n|c 'Miuhr j-r^diuic cf 
their^ Aip^i’t—vve w^^irjje. rpd'n* th.v 
f'ijpS of thtii- pefMfciou*-: ’aHiai co ! . 

Tims they leifrl'!\ c;--f«y barren lao*. 
guiih, ami irr^Aeehja'i b iwah.uigs. Arid, 
0 a.Oiclo \).5 full*-:'./ —ibys t!}.:-' 

*'■* uinct''or X‘d.i». V^Fh■■<M^^.;iC! 3 lde 


'IkTC fo'" any iiuadeaud'but 


** their «;wn reiutav.c<.: ? 

‘‘ can lb was nutvir^ Ir. the 
born pi inc')plct> cl wian», 11 ^/e -' v;u)'i 
*Miis growth 5 'it ffcre.bj^tlu’ned v.'.Ith hiS 
' ilren'gih i It taught )riin upandeiib’ud ^ 
it enabled iavii tu f-ci. wheie 

there is bwnura lata, can tbvio he a pe-, 
v.Mty of hurnarf IVeliav, r — Vyl'Crc there 
is injury, wlli theienot hs rc'ibu.'fnen: ? 
ft —is V 2 ot defp.iir !•>' be roH'o'Aed by cou* 
** rage ? The Gotl ,of Batiks j^cnavlc? 
aa<l penecintes the iuintrii rpaaioi nian^ 
ar:d roofing' h'm lo (hake off tin:? btiv- 
then that is gr^yoiis, and the yoketbai; 
** is gft'iibig, v/jU': t-r’/eal the law* wrifcieii 


ir», their meek bofoms, ^^ hero />/;» 
ncyev befo-r.? beget noi; i/r 

/Jv;v> uroiifbd to courcig^ ^ (’Uch;aivd 
prdTion had its dueelk’ct. 'r’my a'ilt rw 
4)k’'J round theiv opyrdfuj', and had jiea. 'y 
naruie aim theii' 'acrifiwc. So deeply v.ct 
they with the kiub of tlicir 

wiongj!, ih:n th’jy v^-'uuid nvf accent of 
life froi.'. ih< k who bad rekued 
Col. H-initay I I'ncy prelbnied thcnileWey 
to tlie t'worcis of the feldiciy, and a?, they 
lay hUcdir.g-cyi tite banks of their iacrod 
tbcv^nt, they comforted »(.^.mfelves witli 
the ghiilHv ho|.f.,,<h{u their blood wcnld. 
nef- defcend irro fhe ibih bur that ifwonlJ 
ai!a.nu to the view of the Ood. or X'Jan.ur, 
and theKi chii’.n a ftnlnuiort for their 
wrongs i'—Ofa peopio thus injured, and v' 
tint?# feeling, i>‘. was an audacious fall’.*./ ’ 
to -atirlkute the ''ondufl to any ej^Ctrhar 
hnpi.drfn—‘I'hat God, who ^ave them tlio 
form "Jif wr/V) inipb.nr.ed alfb the wilh to 
vindicate the of 'man. Thofigh 

hnijde ii.iV their manners, they cvere not fo 
u,i'f .'iforinedr'- not to kviow-'-tliaf: Power b 
in every fhUe a trudrcjjokd ibr the gencj'al 
good,; undi'thatthe link being once abuled, 
diaM'hl cf coui'k be iniiandy .vel'umed, 
'rhough th:: innocence of the Begums^ 
Ml'.- bhendan coniiiiued, was dM<®piowd 
btymad a poAihiiiiy of doubt, it couhi,not 
hut be atiov.ed ih ti lv‘ argvud fairly, if 
he did not iinnutchbirdy iiucr, from tnai: 



in Tfrs heart, and the duties ,md pii- 
viJeges of hu» naiufe"«-^the vvui* 

vevial compaH of man wnh rr)a>» !- 


"I'hat powhr Is delegafccl in irm:, ior 


-Tiiat the 


im. the ial' ur of exacnen became inou-: 
dl/thrnlt; the />rUr of tluiv cncreak d 

btcri chaisjed rci an a-iditienni taxon 
ti\^ vv^.ic)u-d gih»bUytU 5 ! —At iuif/h 



proo 


the good of all who obey d 
rigluA of men nmit arip rg’;aii'''it inau's 
oppreflio'i—(’'U' tlrat ii'iLUtfVrence were 
** trcaJ-oi 10 Irrman (late, und pubcuce 
nothing k'b thi'-i bhi(piic5?y^--’agrjnlt 
<* the laws wb'cb goV'-rr. th;. v/Oiid 1' 

this rcpieU'i)union mn i.'X' 
r^ggtaaiedj would appear fiom the ch, icrip* 
tion ol Majcr Naylor, vdia had fo'ccaced 
Co!. IVmiioy; niiu who hud prevMuily 
ibv (i hijr. from the verigcatice which the 
iuTemhk'd or hui1>iindmeTvv./cie ahiout 
i6 take on i I u* i r c i ppre Qbr. ' f lie ur<;»grefs 
of rxu>rrlon,,it '.4ypc:n‘cd, hud mU' bcu) 

• nrdtortTi m dint province:*"'*it had ubio- 


the gujh of Mr. Hidings. He 
wcii-ihl go lb tar. as to admit, that Mr* 
Haftings nfigbt I'lavebcen d*. .luded by hiii 
accomplices, and have been perluadbl in- 
to a conviction of a cnrnmality whicli did 
i-.itiexih:, .ff that, were proved, lie would 
leailil'y ngtcc to anpilt the prkboc; of ilie 
prdcric cinu'.ge^. ihit if, on'i the contiaiy, 
there appeared, hi his liiliferjucnt cuiidnift, 

fiVrK mrif.iovIivvfiSU derolnf! f’lilkOt 


'::i 

;pi 






lut/ly incjealed its refourees faikfi,,a;yi' 




ilfch. a coviCuiumciU as deroltd the Ihjlclt 
cunfcioiiln.ia of guilt j if all his narra¬ 
tions of the buiiucb were marked with 
bicor.bdcncy and co'.ifradicliou,ihut mlud 
jui.f: l.>r iitiKcelTiiik; to convi.'Aion, which 
cofiid en-ertaiti a doubt of his criminiility* 
"*-ib‘OiTi ibc ifiouJh of Sc[/tc*n7ber, in wdiicb 
the iei/uiu i)f the lucufurcs took place, un- - 
td the January following, hud Mr. H-dC-f 
ting*,, whcdly c^oticeak'd the tranfiftiou 
fiom the Cduac’i at Caicacta ! If any 
thing could’ be rooic fingu.lar than this 
Oi,mct:.;,brK:nb' reufoiis by wliich i^ 

was afuvwaydj Hiiempteri to be jiiitifiKL 
Mr.,'Hu}o.ngs fijli jfleaded d %tHm hi• 
fme> 1^0 v/ns'd'thbig; to the t^oimc’d at 
a time yyhen he cumpbmed of an ubibku« 
inr^^Viois “he foilr;hrime u> riarrau; limiit 
pretty ii^atUan lAksi, tei'j.x-'d'tng tlu? at- 
tuchmesifa',’' 
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ilJHeht of the ^epoy§ tt) their can- 
' ■fUn/krxd their dreifing them, with flowers 
. j^ir;’/ 4 rticular occafions—but of a rebel¬ 
'll Cvi'which convulied an empire—oftha^ 
fyiziire of the treasures to fiich an amount^ 
iiV: could not find leilure to lay one lyl- 
lable, until he had lecured an exciile for 
his cohdu 61 : in the pofleflion of the mo¬ 
ney.—The leGond excufe was, that all 
tornmmdcation was cut off with Fyzabad 5 
and thij was alledged at the time when 
' letters were pafling daily between him and 
Mr. Middleton, and when Sir Elijah Im- 
jiey had pronounced the road to be as free 
fVom interruption as that between Lon- 
cioti and Brentford*The third excufe 
. was, that Mr. Midtlleton had taken with 
r.yt?^yOn his departure from Chunar all the 
oiigii.al papers which It was necelTary for 
Mr Haftings to confult!—That the ori¬ 
ginal papers had not been removed was 
evident, however, from Mr- Haftings 
fending a copy of the treaty of Chunar to 
Mr. Middleton, on the fourth day after 
the Refident’s departure*, though it ap. 
peared that it was reincloied at a proper 
time to Mr. Haftings, to be (hewn to the 
Council. A copy of the fame had been 
fhewn to the Oriental Grotius, Sir Elijah 
Impey, which he confefled his having 
read at the time when he declared his ig¬ 
norance of the guarantee granted to the 
Pilnceftes of Oude! Looking to the ab- 
liirdity of reafoiis fiich as thefe affigned 
in defence of a filence fo criminal j Mr. 
Sheridan declared, that he would lay 
afide every other argument — that he 
would not dwell on any other topic of 
guilt, if the Counfel for Mr. Haftings 
would but join ift'ue on this point, 
and prove, to the latisfaffion of the 
Coil It, that any of thefe excufes were in 
the fmalleft degree fiifticient for the pur- 
pofe for which they were affigned, 

Amldft the other artifices of conceal¬ 
ment, was a letter from Col. Han nay, 
dated Oilober 17, 1781, which Mr. She¬ 
ridan proved beyond difpuie could not 
have been written at the time, but was 
fabricated at a fubicquent period, as it 
contained a mention of fa6ts, which could 
by no poffibilily have been known to 
Col. Han nay at the time when it was 
pretended to have been written. What¬ 
ever elfe could be done for the purpofe of 
concealment was done in that niixuire of 
canting and myftejy, of rhapl'ody and 
enigma—“ Mr. Haftings'Narrative of his 
Journey to Benares.’^—He there fet out 
with a folemn appeal to Heaven for the 
truih of his averments, and a declaration 
of the fame purport to Mr, Wheeler; The 
i; ’rh. V'jwevcr, thus pledged, was broken 



both to GpcT and manjfon it was a! 
in evidence, that no fingle trania( 
had occuned as it was there ftated ! 

The qvieftioin would undoubtedly oci 
cur to every jierfon who liad attended to' 
thefe proceedings—“ Why Mr. Haftings 
“ had ufed all thefe efforts to veil the 

whole of this bufiners in myftcry ?’' 
—It was not ftri^Ily incumbent bn him 
to anfwer the queftion, yet he would re¬ 
ply, that Mr. Haftings had obvioully a' 
bloody reafon for the concealment.—He 
had looked to the natural effebt of ftrong 
injuries on the human mind 5 as in the 
cafe of Cheyt Sing, he thought that op-- 
pieifion niuft beget refiftancc; and the 
eftbrts which might be made by the Be¬ 
gums in their oivn defence, though really 
the he was determined to.reprefent 

as the caufc of his proceedings.^Even 
when difappointed in thofe aims by the 
natural meeknefs and fubmiffion of thole 
with whom he was to a 61 :, he could not 
abandon the idea,—and accordingly inr 
his letter to the Direblors, of January 5, 
1782, had reprefented the fublequent 
difturbances in Oude, as the politive 
caufe of the violent mealures which he 
had adopted—/wo 7 nonths before thofe 
difturbances had exiftence I — He there 
congratulates his mafters on the feizurs 
of thofe treafures which, by the law of 
Mahomet, he aflVues them were the pro¬ 
perty of Albph 111 Dowlah. Thus the per¬ 
turbed fpirit of the Mahometan law, ac¬ 
cording to Mr. Haftings* idea, ftill ho¬ 
vered round thofe treai’uresy and envied 
them to every pofleffor, until it at length' 
faw them lafely lodged within the fanc^ 
tuary oi the Britifti, Treafury !—In the 
fame fpirit of piety, Mr. Haftings had af- 
fured the Houle of Commonsj that the 
inhabitants of Aha believed that fome 
unleen power interfered^ and condubled 
all his purfults to their deftined ,end.—■ 
That Providence, however, which thua 
condiibled the efforts of Mr. Haftings, 
was not the Providence to which other* 
profefs themfelves indebted j/whicli in¬ 
terferes in the caufe of virtue, and in- 
fenfibly leads guilt toWiirds its piinifli- 
mentj it was not,* in fine, that Provi¬ 
dence 

Whojc are ^oodnefs^ and nuhdfe 

arc right.*^ 

The unfeqn power which protefled Mf« 
Haftings, operated by leading others in¬ 
to criniinalivy, wbieh, as far as it relpebt- 
ed the Governor-General, was highly 
fortunate in its efl’ebls.— If the,. Rajah 
Nunducomar brings a charge againll Mr. 
Haftings, Providence fu oA'deis it, that 


- (^Q 


^^:y'h<£f'ovc .3 \v,l 5 iicl‘Jj iWr.Ti- frl,rv,i!y 

iiJJiMjitry prove;, a Uiflkient rcailm to re- 
ifsVve cm^ ot th; way fo iroikicroMie an 
?ctiOaim:.ince.'--ir Ore Cpoip;ui\ ’.7 af- 
fair;> ave deraiigis^d tliroegh ^the \v;ie.t uf 
nioney, ProviJtjoc?'. orJaitUi P: fo f,h;,.t. tivi 
B'rgwms,. thouj>:h ‘.aic'^iurmtjyy fall i‘ilp' 
a rcbeHion, and '^Ive Mr, ’ .<:la iUn.-5> 
opiAoitwnif}'" of ler/hi^ bn thc-’iii treafure^!' 
Thus the fiicrt'OVj of Mr. BartHigyfdc- 
*pk*'ii'ded not on any poldhvc merit in lum.' 
ielfj it , v/a". to the irJpeTvf • /kk^iV,-, 

Keaven-born CT:<ncS> riiif.] the jivoV!(tendrA.l 
ireC{fons of otiurw that he wr.s in'khU'd 
for each iuixefsy .nui for the %vho)c ic-nor 
'«f hi‘i pi’ofpmty !' 

It nnifl tmeoubtapy he-ar a ffrnngfs' 
tiMppeanmee, th/^t a nr-m of ie,puled rfoi-i 
ihy rhoi^:jd, eten whe/n acting;, wrongly» 
liave bad rcconrib tp , fo inuny bungling 
artfHces, and ipvead’ fo, tuin a ved oyer 
Ms deceptrong. But thofe who reftiJkd 
tmy fuipiife at thli cim.'intkmce, mull 
jiH\q attciidoa but little to lb.': (h?;vi::rnor 
of Mr. Hairings* ■. Through', >he whoie 
coj.u k ofdfi^ co.nduet; i)e iVemod to have 
adht o-d to oue gmerni rule-'-io keep as- 
•ckar -s poHiblirolf rh# vvh'-.;li he. 
NVaf o' fe.kk !*--0Weaving/th};«) nK^xini.. 
^is, m>ly iludy was to lay a fourd,.t{ion 
faneffal and as prn?nne?Med k$ pok. 
fible; then by a Ogeradded ruafs of f*t,l- 
keies, the fupcrlh-uidurc w ifoon com¬ 
plete, Though h-y ibi-’.e radical defect rt 
iSevtTiaihdio iumbie on his own Imd: 
rifing h'om rhefe ruinef, howevei'j he vi/as 
fbon found, reaving'-a hmikv edilice, 
but witlv a hke elfeb't—'Delightirg in dif- 
Tcnlties^i he diidained’ ihe,pla'in unci fe- 
4'jre foundatkn of tvodv,h'p .loved, on 
the contrary^ to buiU o\\ y and 

to on^ a to fai}i> 

tie felt not the danger^ and frcjutut <.k- 
feats had given -him a tiaidihpod, irvillw 
©iit impreffmg a fenie of ihe dllgi-ace, 

, li; had been a maxinv once much 
admitted in the pracbetoi; coiruuon life, 
as in the frhool bf phil-jibph)', that where 
Jrehvcn w:;is incHued to cleitniy the vice,' 
it heg'tn by d^j.haf ug thc^inu-bect. This 
idea *vv 2 -.k carried,In/ the Iviglit 
Hon. t^eatleman,Iharke^ who open-. 
t»d the profecution, who^ declared thid 
‘prucle^lct and a'/p.;; vvexe things/ abibltifely 
i.nt'ompaiible j —that tluf viciohs rpau 
■ W'iixp; dfpn'ved of Iris bel.f energies, and 
cTjitanerf in his prcjpovticryr of uncUa-ltand- 
hi<”, vvas Ibft w'ith Wch a 'Oiort-iigW^ 
d-ip ee of perieti iition,^ as cop Id nol conre 
,.^/i^r^aiie denomination ot pi idknce^ 

TUs fentimeiu- d;?’ honour .ko the natuc^. 

'ill 


of.hk Riglit.fTon. Fiknd, /* to whid 
kid iVb:, Shti id'.i.n, I look up wi,tlv'h 
** Uinge !—wl.i(;k; genius is coumenfukike 
to philapthi cjpy.-—svlK.di? jntnnory \Qi: 
fWvneli iifl’if beyond-thy tleciin,g oS,. 
joCls, of any, hude, piiixial ihuiiiing-‘<-iX.^ 
through th/,/V/hole widrv railge of hu-, 
n.nriu kitowledge, and honotirablfafid- 
■ railon afu-r human good—as large .as 
tVie iyflcrn 'Ji^hich forms life —*‘,aa^ 
ladling as thofe objefIs that adorn it." 
BiU it^v^Ln liill to be lemernhpred, that 
tl’icre were' otbei. charabders beiide a Cxfar 
and a. Cromwell, w!io, ailing on deter- 
I'nip.abon.s ininiieal to virtue, and hofUle, 
10. the lav. s of fbeiety, had proceeded, iC 



i-folaied characters, which kft tit's victf,, 
dint dared 10 fo.Uow cither In a flute of 
deiponclent vajlulage, or iriVolved it. iri 
ddtni£lion. Such was the preient irr* 
/lance rf fdlure, and fuch if vvas always: 
to he trLilted would be thni .of f;;very 
other who regarded Trich cIiarn<Bci's witU 
an eye of ivnnilation. Such was the perpe¬ 
tual law ot Nature, that virtue, w-h€thc‘,t 
]daced In a circle :more contrailed or en¬ 
larged, inbred with rweet xonleht iri 
its rd.otU'd orbit;—tliere' was no dillo- 
nance to jnr, no afperlty t:.> divide ;—and 
that liarinony which made its .felicity, at 
lihe fame time conltttuted its proteftion^ 
•1^0f vice, cn the contrary,-. tl)c parts 
w.erc (lifuni'ed, ami each in bavbarouai 
language clamourcri for its prc'*emincnce*» 
*—-11 w;!s,0.,fcene when' ihcAigh one do-< 
mir.ceiing might have I Way, the 

others full prdfed forward,with their dif- 
Ibnant ciaihk#. and in the mar•z'jorUi> 
cffeCls jbll avvaiiing on their caufr,s> >the 
dfl'coid of cotirfe enlinaai the/ defeat* 

M>', Sheridan icvertci'l again to th« 
fub/eCt of the, claims m.adf; .o:n the Ftih- 
ccflcs of Oudc'—Whctlrer • ihofe w.ttt, fir/fc 
made by the Nabob, or ■feg,gelled to hl.nt 
by hi”. Sovereign, Mr. .liultings, though 
the Couufel had lu^ourecl mueh tp prove 
live fVvrxn«ay^ % to lum to tarry very 
linie niffemcev If fe 17 .nre.vy as mu do 
a con'fifmilon and puni/hvntnit for fup- 
poled guilt— then, if ever there' was % 
Clime whkh/ought' to pafs unwhipped 
ot judice,,’^ it wa.s that vchcre a ibn mull: 
ncxe/dhrliy be made the inftniment of au 
-irdlikiou, by which be broke lus covenant 
of cvKideuce, aikl violatefl the condition by 
which he held \m rank in foci tty.,; If, on 
the confsaiy, it was meant Jis a 
i4Q>Sy ia coufajueutc of u fuppoied nght. 
,. ia the Nabob, then Mr, Haibngi fliould 
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recoHecled the guarantee of the 
jCcJmpany gjraiUeJ to the Begums; unlefs 
meant to lay, that Mr. Haftings 
in that as in other inftances, ancf 
.filmed them of his proteftion,—until the 
'/very moment when it was wanted.—It 
Avas idle, however, to dwell on the con- 
diK^Vvir free agency of a man who, it was 
iiotoi-iqus, had no will of his own. Wh^t 
.Mr. Middleton an'ertedat that liar, would 
fcaixely be put in competition with a lerios 
of eltablifljed fa6t;S} by which it appear¬ 
ed, that the Nabob had fubinltted to every 
•indignity, and yielded to every alTump- 
■jion.—It vvas an acknowdedged faft, that 
'.liehad even been brought to join in that 
paltry artifice which had been i^mxl the 
"‘bborualion of letters. This pi aft ice was 
carrhtd to rucli a. length, that he in the 
end complained, in a manner rather ludi- 
,crous, that he was really tired of fending 
.different characters of Mr. Briftow, in 
purl’uance of the direftions lent to theHe- 
lidept.—He had pronounced black white 
nnd white black lb often, that he really 
,Jl^nevv not what to fay j and therefore beg¬ 
ged that, once for all, the friends of Mr. 
'Haftings might be confidcred as his, and 
(that their enemies might alfo be the lame. 
After this it was luperfluous to argue 
,that the Nabob could direft his views to 
fo important an objeft as the feizing of 
the trenl’ures,unlefs he had been impelled 
by Mr, Middleton, arid authorized by 
Mr. Haftings ! 

At half paft four o’clock, Mr. Sheri¬ 
dan being apparently exhaufted, by a 
Speech of four hours continuance, the 
.Court adjourned. 


■,;r* r 

Ity, 


Thirty-Fourth Day. 

Tuesday, June 10. 

The Lord Chancellor not having had it 
in his power to attend the Court this day, 
Tail J 3 athurfl: prefided in his room, and 
took his feat upon the wooilack. His 
Lordftiip having called upon the Commons 
to .proceed, 

Mr. Sheridan rofe. .He laid, that rer 
lying .upon the attention with which he 
•was^ honoured the laft time he had the 
honour of acUlrelTing their Lordfliips, he 
would not recapitulate on this occalion 
yvhat he had laid on f riday ,to ftiew that the 
Nabob of Oude had been reduced by Mr. 
jhlaftings to the dfjgraded ftate of a de- ' 
pendent Prince, who had no will of his 
pwn, but was obliged to purfue any mea- 
fure which Mr. Haftings was plealed to 
diftate to him. The Coiiniel for the pri- 
foner liad laboured to imprefs their Lord- 
lijips with jifi idea, that the Nabob was ^ 



Prince foverelgnly independent, a.., 
degree fubjeft to the controul of 
tings 3 but after the numberlefs proofs 
that had been given of his being a cypher 
in the hands of the Governor-General, it 
would be incumbent on the Counfel to 
prove his independence by very ftrohg 
evidence indeed j and he believed, that Iii 
the affair of the refumption of the jaghires 
and the feizure of the trealiires in parti¬ 
cular, they would find it a very .difficult 
matter to execute fuch a talk. The Hon,. 
Managers bad aflerted, that the meafui e 
of feizing the treafures had originated 
.with Mr. Haftings, and they had given 
in evidence many Itrong proofs in fup- 
port of the alfertion 3 it would' be’incum-. 
bent therefore on the Counlel to ptove, 
that the meafure had originated witk the 
Nabob; and of that they could not give 
a more fatisfaftory proof than tfie paper, 
or inltriiment, in which it .was originally 
^propoled by him to Mr. Haftings: btit 
as he believed no fuch propofitron ever 
came from the Nabob, as an original 
.meafure, fo he took it for granted, the 
Counfel could never produce any letter or 
paper from that Prince, , con.tainiifg any 
Inch propofition, as coming immediately 
from himfelfV 

The feizure of the treafur.es and the 
jaghires was.ihe effeft of a dark 
raeji in vvhich no more than Jir perlons 
were concerned. Three of the conipira- 
tors were of a higher order—thefe. were 
Hajihgs, who might be confidcred 
as the principal and leader in this black 
affair ; Mr. Middleton^ the Engli/h Re- 
lident at Lucknow; and Sir Elijah Impey: 
—the tliree inferior or lubordinate conljpil 
rators were, Hyder Beg Khan, the nomi¬ 
nal Minifter of the Nabob, but in reality 
the creature of Mr. Haftings 3 Colonel 
Hannay, and Alt Ibrahim Khan* 

Sir Elijah Impey was intruited by Mr; 
Haftings to carry his orders to Mr. Mid-* 
dkton, and to concert with him themean* 
ct carrying them into execution. As 
this gentleman was a principal after in 
this iniquitous aftair, Mr. ShtTidan 
thought it would be. neceffary to take ikw 
tice of Ibme parts of the. evidence which 
he had delivered upon path at their Lord-^ 
Ihips bar. 

When Sir Elijah was alked, what be-* 
came of tlie Perfiad affidavits (fworn be¬ 
fore him) after he had delivered themi:to 
Mr. Haftings ?*~-he replied, that he lealfy 
did not know. He was afked, if he hail 
got them tranfiated, or knew of theiv 
having been tranfiated, or had any com* 
Veriiition with Mr. Hairings on the fub- 





"Hcrcplittlj that he 

.j^iv/Whing at a\lof iheir having ht‘in 

•triinflirai, and that he Irul no converfa- 
Ticm whoever v'.-ith Mr. Hiiitl/iga on toe 
lubjeiSli: of th<l^ athdavlt’? alter he had cle:i * 
vered thom to hiih ^ hh: \vas y.tv^t. .'ilkei.-, 
whethej' he did-I'lpt think. i£ a Uttle httgvo> 
lar, that he ibuidd hot iiavchcM any con- 
verfatiou w ith the Gove;ooi n.,’/.MUo'von 
a of To much rnomcr.t ^v.is '.uat 

<jif the alKdaviis he h.id taken II’ -> an- 
f.ver was, that he. ai<\ not think, it hng’o 
•!ar; and his tea Ton tor thinking it wa.s 
.i\ot‘, was, that lie l‘-it C)tun:*4'tiic very 
day after he cklivorcd the to iVl|. 

Baitings. ' From this an'we'- diay Loru- 
I'Kips might infer, that $'1' Ifij.di, on 
quitting Cluvrrav, had kit Ine Go'H’rhoj'- 
General behind hin'i r but Mr. biiei iaan 
faldV' he ivoult! prove jiiat this 
by- ito rntans the | hrr,^ Ironi Idtcrs 
written by Sir Ehj4h Ivirnie'-f'f^ and winch 
-had been n^ad in f:vid'mc'v:, *4 appeared^ 
that he arrived at Chunar the dt oi' ile* 
teitihcr 17 Ml that he then began to tak.'!; 
aFmhifvits; that having complLatyd that 
bufiiiers, he and Mr. H'dhiiiii’.y kb. C. jli- 
jmr together, and let oul on the roJidto 
dkmh ea ; and tVia4, hr//ir.''r.’btvn togvthcr 
IVoui the iirfi V' \hc {isiu of Dreeinbcr, 
'the foyrnei' took leave c’. the lattcig and 
proceeded on his way 'l<. (fibaitta. 
flere Mr. Sheridan kdt ?heA: ikordlhips to 
judge, how far Sir ikhirdi itr,y>ty had or 
had pot attctnpitd to nnpoffii '<pon tljcm, 
when he laidy that, his, uaakn for r.ot 
thinking it fingjln, that he ^ (huuU 
not have ilad any cf-nyerfai'or. with Ale. 
l-daiVuigs ou the fnbject ’dve artidavits, 
aitcr h',; liad dedivered them to tnai: gen*' 
ileman, %vns—/<'/? Chunar the very 
7iext day .nc inferciKc was Oaai t/drd- 
for>^ he could not have- convened vvuh 
"him ; hut now Uicir LoVdlhips riiud ice 
that fuel) an in fere* re would be lalie, as 
Sir Elijah left Cbanar in cou'jwiyjwiih 
|Le Cov-i'.rnbr-Gcnt'ral, and (a/niiT\uc*d 
vdth hijii till the 6tn nf Dccoml/er. 

, thins the ladwcr Tria',.lc by Sif Elijah 
fb v/(D'-’dtd> as to lead to a fylfe nife- 
iorencei rc v'ould be for tht:\r Eovdtlups to 
pidgVj ''y‘’hether ihe wbole'of' hk evi- 
ilcDCfci P’fi d-st point, vviv;.r; fH’ :vvas riot 
calculn'-c'! 10 uiincad and oc;::five them. 

. ’ '■likre w'an< 5 ilK'r pant of t!ie filune 
.^entlenmn's ..(^yidenr*^, which lv,y would 
/.'provE Was not dntitled to any credit: from 
Uadihipsi’h Ejij^dr bad /ioc^ry, 
ihtiK i.!,v kndw nothing liif: F'erliun aln* 
. having been tianliatf i;‘ Now itfo 

:iiapj.cV.ed, ‘th^t a Vttei; fioni iCviajor Wil- 
jjspa Ca’-y, Soutnary ai 


Tvfr. Kafings, and Feifnm tranf^atl^ 
iiad Vreeu read to their Lordfhips evi^ 
dence. iVoih which it appeared,^ that h« 
had made an affidavit he fire Sir Elyah 
Impey himfedV at :’>'.:,vHr, mi tlie TztliVf 
December^ julf li)c days afier tlrar gen¬ 
tleman, arivl Mr. Hading parted, the pur- 
p02't of V/hiGii was, that the pape'iS an- 
nexM to the affidavit weie taithiul^travi- 
liationvof the Pcrlian affidavits (alfo.an¬ 
nexed j ttfren by Sir ihijah j ^he date .(the 
nth of .Divt'.-mber) appeared no fewer 
than /.V f{','irs in Major Bavy»s depofi- 
timaS;’ lb that td'K^e could not be any lydf. 
take irs it 5 it wtrs fworn bslore Siv Elijah, 
and zva'y hv tuat: 

gentiemai!. li al bet ore their.Lord-,, 

(hips, that he had never heard ot^ p^’y- 
tranfladon o» thole .Peiffian affidavits.' 
Upon fli'ele tuo cireuuttances Mr 
ridan ffiid,he would make only one renrark^ 
which had been uffid by .a very great man, 
‘‘ 'tbixi no ^ne aofid nil 'zulvre io 'ha^ 
firlrutfh ij I'i touldnotM fomdm;tlw 
Seal, or hno io'ivh'd to credits 
df tie ({firmajion a ^udge awrrt/ mt to 
be hup.ua'* . , V •, /• 1 

' Sir rdhah Irnuey, as he: had ableryed 
before, was int‘;uit(;.d byMf. Haffings to 
coinicrt with.dVlr. Alaldleton tlie rncan i i)n 
cariying into c;x;ecutioii the oroers ot 
which viir E,h)ah was tbs beaicr iiom the 
G-.'vrrnr-r-G(Mia;ai to tlTeEciident. 'Thelb 
‘orders did, not appear any where, in ^)rd 
ilnu i bdt their LordOups had been made 
acdid'inted vvitli tire ol them by 

the’ mod’ fitisffi6^ory evifkmce : they 
iHeiyfoVw knevv^ that Air. iMiuelEton w a*!, 
in obrdience to them, t a peiAiadc tlie 
Nabob to pi’opofe, as from iiimfelf, to 
A'!r. HfMngs.,dhe iei^.ufe of the Begums 
treaftyi'C's.‘~'“ ilViS , vva$ the iafiji 
word'd appciv'' mK.jUtii!onab}e, iioiTi the 
general lefioi* of Alt’* Aliddlcton s letteis 
b»r the ibhjeetj and from AiryHaitings’s 
owu accoimc ‘of thelnffinef^ ni hm dc- 

fence.-'-Thfi latter appeared to be ex¬ 
tremely »tt a hdi Ticivv to aft,, about the 
iTeafbreso' .‘Jifiippolhtl) rebdhon of 
o.uie, it t .'itraordinary, that, 
at the uitmufnv when he wa> contifcaling 
tlieirt’,(iute'3,‘he‘ffiould hipulatc, that an 
armuai ailoLamcc*, equal' to ihe pi'oduce 
of shof'e (hlai.cs, ffiouffi be fficured to tliem : 
he ffihr.d himlldf cmbaiTaffea how to 
pro(:et-(r al.fo the treafovesj forj 

on die erne liand, tiisaiid not wifh to ap-' 
pi,‘ar the principal mover in iMizing 
and yet he did nui btlitau-; to charge them 
with treafm and rebellion, Iqi’ which hes 
might have ieized them as lin-foitcd to ihd 
. ilafc. in tlic latter crib;, d look<id 








[ ?>3 ] 


f feT^nred (o do what the treafon of the 
^ p%mms woulftl have jullifiecl him in do- 
His embarrahments on this occa- 
proved, that he was confcipus of the 
.Mijuilice of his proceedings againft tliofe 
iaclies.-r-If they were notorioully in re¬ 
bellion, there could not be any ground 
for hvS being afliamed of appearing in the 
meafiire of leizing their property ; it was 
only the confcioul'nefs of their innocence 
that could make him afraid of undertak¬ 
ing what would bring upon him the exe¬ 
cration of all ranks of people. In this 
perplexity, be defired Sir Elijah Imjjey 
would inftruff Mr. Middleton to urge 
the Nabob to propofe, as from himfelf, 

\ the fei7.ure of the treafurcs. The uiii- 
b'lppy Prince, without a will of his own, 
coiifented to make the propofal, as an al¬ 
ternative for the refumption of thejaghires, 
a meafure to which he had the mod un- 
fconquerable reluctance. Mr. Hadlngs, 
as it were lo indulge the Nabob, agreed 
to the propofal, rejoicing at tlie fame time 
that his Icheme had proved fo far fuc- 
jcefsfu], as that this prepofal, coming 
from the Nabob, would, as he thought^ 
free him (Mr. Hartings) from the odium 
of plundering the Princeffes. But the 
artifice was top fl^allow, ^and their Lordr 
Blips were now able to trace the meafure 
to its fpurce. They were now apprized, 
from the evidence, that lyir. Haftings 
liad Jug^eJied it to Sir Elijah Impey, that 
be miglit JuggeH it to Mi*. Middletc-m, 
that he tnight it to the Nabob, 

that his Highnefs im^wfuggeji it to Mr. 
Haftings; and thus fiiggejirm returned to 
the place from w'hich it originally fet out. 
One fmgle paTage from a letter, wrote 
by Mr. Middleton to Mr, Plaftings, on 
the 2d of December x^Si, would make this 
point appear as cl^ar as day. In this pal- 
lage Mr. Middleton informed the Gover- 
iior-General, Nubob, wilhing 

to evade the meafiii*e pf reluming the 
jaghires, had fent him a mcllitge to the 

following purport:--That if the 

mea^liire propofed was intended to pi-o- 
cure the payment of the balance due 
to the Company, he could better and 
more expeditioully effeCI that objeCl, 
by taking fio^t lbs mother the trea- 
“ fures of his father, whreh -he afterted 
to be ill her hands, and to which he 
claimed a right, founded in the laws 
of the Koran ; and tliat it would be 
f* fufficient that he (Mr. Haftings) 
fwould hint his opinion upon iu luithoiit 
f* giving a formal fanti ion to the mea* 
furc propofre/^ Mr. Middleton added, 
f* Xhe r, Gumption of the jaghires it i^ 



“ necfijjary to fufpendy till I hi 
anfwcr to this ietterd' 

. Upon this letter, Mr. Sheridan faid, 
he had fome obfervations to make, Jn 
the lirlf place, it was clear, that though 
the Nabob had confetited to make the de- 
Bred propofal for feizing the treafures it 
was only an alternative ; for it enteVed 
into the Nabob’s head both to feize the 
treafures, and refume the jaghires ; the 
former,meafure he syiHied to fubllitute in 
the room of the latter, and by no means 
to couple them together; but Mr. Haftiners 

was too nice arealoner for the Prince_S-. 

for he infifted that one meafure fliould be 
carried into execution, becanfe the Nabob 
had propofed it; and the other, becanfe 
he himfelf detei'mined upon it; and thus 
each party fouhd his alternative adopted. 

Another remark upon this letter was^ 
that here the Nabob was ftill taught to 
plead his right to'the treafures, as founded 
upon the laws of the Koran ; but not a 
word was faid about guarantee 
treaty barred or extinguIUied 

^lat right, whatever it miglit have been. 
Bur If all tliat Mi*. Haftings would liave 
the world believe was true, he had a 
much better/ claim, againft wliich the 
treaty and guarantee could not be pleaded; 
and that was the ireafon of the: Begums, 
by which they had forfeited all their pro- 
pej*ty to the ftate, and every claim upon 
the EngliOi for proteaion. Bur upon 
this right by forfeiture, the Nabob was 
Blent; he was a ftranger to rebellion, and 
to the irealbn of his parents j and thae- 
fore was reduced to the neceiruy of re¬ 
viving a claim under the laws, of the 
Koran, which the treaty and guarantee 
had for ever burred. 

The laft obfervation with which he 
would trouble their Lordfliips, was upon 
the very remark.ibleexpre/lion contained in 
this letter—That it would be ftifficicnt 
hint his (Mr. Haftings) opinion upon 
ity -Mitkout giving a fyrmal fanaion 

to the meafure propofed^' —Why this 
caution ? If the BegumS had been guilty 
of treafon, why fhould he be fearful of 
declaring to tbe woild, that it was not 
the practice of the Englifh to protect re¬ 
bellious fubjeas, and prevent their in¬ 
jured Ibvereigns irom proceeding againft 
them according to law ? 'Jliat therefore 
he confiderecl the treaty and guarantee, by 
which the Begums held their property, as 
no longer binding upon the Engliih go- 
yerninent, who conftquently could hn^ve no 
further right to interleie between the Na¬ 
bob and his j’^bellious pafcnts, but giKr.ht 



tis )\e lit. Btity in-- 

rjc/f hojAlin;,; ihh IJtftj.roage, '/'bicb 
'^malfinirfs itnd.cpriciovo. iiitt'gnrv' wdiiM 
‘li:?ve di>Rai-:'cij hiui.b:; been convincC'J pf 


the gniU of ihV Begv-rn?? Mr. Halbftgs 


.vdjDitiil to derive sil. .adviinir.vge 

•fix»m,/7t7/-tY' mer/aivet) a^piinlt tJie.Kegun^s,, 
at ihc iaivic* Lo'ivej io far to f’-U'e up> 
,pc:\renjccs, as that h«: tuigiit be llK)Mgbt 
to be pn(fn}e ii- tlu? iifiaju. ,, ' 

Mj . bhernUj; -bat in ..aiio^ 

.ther padagoef the fanve ietlca up<at which 
'be had ivil wade tlRde obtlTw.dons, Mr. 
.I>.bai<Jk:on inforaied the Gevevr.oi'*Ge- 
,3*ci-al, d,at be ient him-iit the time a 
.ietta* from the KalKtb ov, iho iiibjedt of 
■jH/ing lie neafujc.'v j but this-^ ktter'j a'd 
'been, fupprehed. .Miv ,S,3t«ruIim erddeti ■ 
tb*-' Cooidcl h;>r the priioiaer to pio- 
'ciuoe if, . and then iu'-.voukl i'pvak tor it- 
'blfj of to account iavlsiai'e>»Hy to tiklr ' 
i-oidihips for fU'" ifio< having b-an evitereil 
I'pon.dve recoiJa. But thiis, 

be laid, vas-ix;* the only leppia. dion pi 
•v/hich he had; reafon to tompiair; j tfj 
affidavit of Goalal.s iloy, who lived at 
•Fyzaivad^ the rdiueuci^- of ihe Btganis, 
and who w^s Isnnsvn to )>{@ their enemy, 
V7tis I'uppiclT. d. No ]),•;!Ton coidki be lo 
V'cil inform.d of ihcir gtiilK if faey had - 
Iacji gudry, as Gouluis b’oy, nvIw lived 
tii»on the I’pot v'iifMt levies v^'cre ibid to 
bavc been wade , for Che.yt fling, by 
Oi\'!er of the Begums, 'rher-foie, if His 
tcRirndny had. not dc^rpyed tl-e idea of a 
r'-belk'on on die pan of tlr. B'.'g'iJTi?, Uicrc 
Vv%is no' doiibt but it ^voiiid have been 
earefuily iM Clb vexi. d'h-. udbi mabon rf 
^ir. Scan had alfb (levaiiupi'frliccb fJ'liat 
gentlenuiin'hnd Ji\r duarnoleiL .1 ai^?,un- 
da, v/ht)c bmup/ldre Kb'u rowir. mded 
<for the Beg-urms, and wlkre ho had cnr« 
rwd 0.1 anri'.epf*'.;. n.anun.ef ore,. with¬ 
out the leaf hir.drar.'.t;, bom Ufif. (li;p- 
pefee*) dilallvc'.ed Go\rM'nor bmrplh’.'i; 
KhAYi. —Mr. Stott nt'JP.umiVd wh:ui , 

plain Gontou cnrived theie, and when 
It vvaj ibid ib.ic die GoV.-un.,' pointed the 
gttni of tlielbn iipoti Crptuin Goidoifs 
pnrty. Jf this ciicuiW'rmcc had rtraHy 
-h.*p ti n.', IVJrc 8u;lt'n;t'.5t huvo heard odf 
A:-> he'v,a» iv.irdeh' r.i Bx kme under 
ftbe of tb.ole vny gyni.. 'A hy 

ihui v.ai; not the ee.r.unucuion of dfjs 
pioduj^d? lie beilryc.ii' their 
iferibbip'i wcw laifslvil, lhal h it had 
.iu|'.pt‘!k.d th^ alli'gauons r.gaind Sump- 
■ fhirc Kletr, it -.vovild t-u, \mc ix^eu lup- 

Mr. Sb^r'dan feid, u v/as vmi' cUar t»x 
hi\n iliar livut a t<xd 


ton waa, Mr. Hriffings h'Jid thotigb|, ^ 
per lo entmii tfun with every part op ]:m 
mtc.nvioas throughout the iHtfm'rfs ofetn^ 
tHgAiifiS 5 he cenaiftiy miftrw(tc;d, .oi p',;c- 
tended to mldndf htni m n'ts proceeding^ 
rdadve to tiic refumpnon of the Jag- 
h'inff.. When it begun to be ruiauuitd 
abioad, that Unns Jo favourahle'^tc the 
Nabob, as he oin-imed in zhp d'eat^ 
Cliunar, b}- whicli Mr. Havingu conk-nf- 
cd tc; withdruw live lempojary brigade, 
and ti.' rtw.uye the Bnglrfh gjentlemca 
fVoiTf•O ikUv'vvou! c‘. novel huve been grant¬ 
ed, if the Nabob had rot bribed the par- 
tits' concerned in tlie 'ntgociation, to'be¬ 
tray the intered of the Company. Soon 
ais fhdb nimoiU’s reached the cars of Mr. 
Hatemgs, he iicculed Mr. Middleton 
his adatt'.mt RcirdcniyMr. Jobufon, with 

.driving ^roopted bribes fron'i vhe MubOh-. 
-Thcylaotli jomed in the more folemii al- 
■fiiraii'Ceo of ihcir ianocraicv, and called 
God to witnds'the truth of . didr decla¬ 
rations. Mr. fialfmgs, after this, ap¬ 
peared'fitwhei}: pyih'oiy the cenfeioni- 
■ nefs that he had in Ids own pocket the 
onlv bribe vdiic,h had been given on the 
cuxIvlk>h.(Hu'Xco 

him fhc klV c.dpea in pt^dkuting any 
fui'dvt'v enquiry- into the bndndy. 

From a paiia.gt 'm a letter from Mr. 

it was rleai* be did not think 
proper to coWiidt to the or¬ 

ders, that ie vvlAivd Mr. M'cldlcton to 



execu te; for the re Mr. BalliDg^i exprirlfed 
Ids doubts of that ir^rloifs *V firmnels 

. r>- .v . ‘ .7.. h\c- 




** and at.rvvvky, and, ■^f his 

R KCOt kPCTlpt^ of /lU IN ST R UC- 
“ TiOKS, and their importance 5 aiul 
raid, that if he (Mr., Middleton) 
ccultl not rely on his Own power, and 
** the ineacri be poilclicd for performing’ 
thofe ibrvice'i,'he would //Li? front 
•'* thn charge^ and v'ould proceed hiMelf 
** to Lucknow, and would 'h{mJe{f oVi» 
‘dertake 

' riuir Lofdfhip mnft prefbme that tiie 
alluded Jo muR j»ave been 
for f5ad they been dicrc 

wa^ nb 'cife'ngvr of their having been icuv 
ipn. ^fei'CrMiv Shcncku ralied iipon the 
Couvifcl to- dale what thok inltructions 
Were, which y/ere Cf lb mneh wiporU^n:^^ 
whieh the ilovcrriof was giKUly _alrant 
Mr. Mid'ileton would not, iceolle< 5 f, and 
which, ra.v-'nhfk'rs, iie .did rioGdare to 
commit ro writing, which wcnld have 
been' the mod .fefiechial way to prevent 
hini froKi forgetting ihemi, 

To make tbc'n;''Lorddvrp untlerftnnd 
ibxvii of her cxpixdtions in vne above pa:V 
.Mr, bb.cr.d'vUr reci'hlwd to their m'^- 




SilS;:- 
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,"h:it it h:iJ 3 ,p|>fwl.-Irr tbe evi« 
, that Tvli-, JNii-.ldletoa luidii-fe‘o«^ 
■.■)?^ to the reliiinptiaa vf tl'j<^ jag- 
,, v^'hici:. hf! thought fet-vicc of Vo 
th;it he, removed Mfj. 
5 hddlcfon aiH? her fartVilp when he was 
about- to cuter upon it ^ for e'epeai'd 
rcidbuce r.ot only from the 
l>ui- i,.'om the Nubul'/sovv/i Al'imeds,' who 


foi- wi,av v,;;a^'aDnc; ou that orej 
Fyzab.aJ 

H«ro Mr. PhBc,iilin r;/,-,. tal.'tt HI, zn 3 
r,'(..red tor a ivhde, to !ry if in thu tVsii, air 
.he coiihi R'coviT, fo as that; juighr can- 
Ciiulc e,.i b:- had to (ht^ uport the evkienor 
on Lie bLoud ch*argc.-^Mie .Aiar^a, 

tome iettey-s of ^U\ 
I-''Jvd(ljetor.,~-.-Some time uftes-, Mi\ ;b\'jc 



fkk:.-/:': 


km>'.ing; flim the Nabob was a rdubant time ufres-, Adr, A\,. 

i'dl-.'ument in the hand, af the lhac Mr/Sht- 

thought they would plea/e hiiyi hYrciid- he fil¬ 

ing a meafure to which tluw’ h'iiw he 

had ffiven h.b authority i^paiL'} /./c r...;// . the faoleft he bad in /ranch The 


, in 
the 


ISt 


WW' 


id given hfs :uithor!ty afarti/i hh -.-hi: 

a word, Mr. Middleton rt'pcakrtliat ‘ . iwpsti tlielr L-onl- 

e whole e-onnt. y, as one man, woiiid rtl- w’“T''j'h”' i r'^‘'?! ‘“.‘''I’i’'’'"' '''''“''e 

jEind him } and therefore it was th-it 1 r i /'i - vsould tiiiiflt 

^'■■.dtiemled the c«c,uion of the order of <>» the evidence. 

; ■ ,,um|.tioii, until he Ihould find wlutlier ,i., ■^■''«;hhips icturncdnto 

■ die feiiing of the treafiires, proMofal as to ky'"" ‘'!‘l;oui-.-ied the (.'jure 

m woii/d be ar-L-novl 


m alUrna!i'Vt^i wmi/d be urcen;cd 
Ju:h. Adr. B if^ings pj-dleci hi^n tvs e.t^w 
cute the orciar toL rclunkng thejaghifes 

and oftored to go himfejf upon that fei*- 
•«dce, if the other fhould dscllne it. M\\ 
Mkiaielon, n iaft, b-vdug, received -i 
tlvvuideving letter fi-om 
vfluch /ic k h him to aft uhder ‘‘ a tiread-' 

^ai re^onhbiJii:)^; ift out jW Fy^^bad.' 

X*oi ab the cj-ue/tic^ and j[)arbaritjes that 

tveic exccKtccl lhere_, tl>e (jove,rnor-Ge' 


.FiaUAY, jirwi: 

. if ‘ “■ hd.ick, the: £nr 4 i e 

«ltor and,..dve niover : c.f ■ the pi-ftli.t 

: Chaise ajipenr^ljh,.;,refoeaivehact,, •' 
ano: hoth Ml s ttato of recor, iicd iienUh. ' 

Mr. hhcridauby apoioivizinH 
- f I ® 

.•■.ly ^.vsvmsu .oci.r, uie <javsrnor-CT'*.. .jf'* *i'' ‘■'L‘7* day. He 

itsral in hifi narrative faid, he did not hold j -fiordfliips, ,,■, tijj ftron5;.e;t 

hinifelf ,rt!>on/!ble, becanii: he had com-' 1,“'”“’ ‘7"' die iionortancL.f 

nianded Mr. Middleton to be p,rf;Hal/, ' ,L, '''l!''-'','hs icdt himii-lf totally 

piefiaitdrr mg the whhkofrhc tranmrf 1 | if f f’,• ® «'i'ld have inrid* 

finn. hr. tUry.yXA h.. ^ 1 , ; uim tre/pais <,n tuat, inilvslp'en 'b wh.Vh, 


tiosi) until he fhould ha/e couipietcd th'* * t d^'' ' irulvilp'GucB whicfn. 

bidinois of Aiizing tbs n'ea'ufes' •. v'l iif* had fo amply ex 

relu!r.inp;thejaghiics.--.,Birt-^^^/^^^^^^^^^ pc-n|:uca.i, ^ , 

pole had be ordered Mr. IVIiddlcton to b(. , f’‘ 7 ’ cotscluded’, with fuimiitw 

prelent? He would anlyvc% by quann/r ’"yFeudilups the whole,, <d‘ tlie 
the ciders verbutiUL u You as f^r aa it could be oh^ 

rnolf be ,ftra/fr.t-_yo,i niif o'”,if tm-T'"'" anda.geuts,. 

* not allow any negociatioii or forbem:- ' |Nt.,l v""® '’ ''' 

** aike 1 but nniit . A.ibob Vi^ieN oUid rii-’i Mt^c-f.trAc 


iVjj'it-' fi'" y 

iSf' 


afice ; hut mult [HoSheute both ihrvicoo n, .(r ?h ^ 'hs flegiinu of 

' iinlil the Begimis are at ibo entin; iii'Iwf n''i were worthy I'm 

•‘ liiercyoltlieNabob.'’—Thc-fifperrnip, n abftr.iaed atieiitim, of their Lord- 
tory orders, given under « ,a d;uadi'al rL nf'w!’,,.?.'•' n^'i-nire 
Ipaniibiiity,’' were not iirued fin- puinolb .,'r ’ i C ”'*''"'''"1^ conCpn acy, but 

oi/tum-viH} , that tht prrfence of the iWi;- Ijk- a 'v "‘“'‘'‘s nod eiiVs for 

donc might rd/ruin the violence cd‘ tb.> ' /* n k-.);-w>e(k an t-xj'ojiiiou 

iojcbers, blit that Mr. Middleton Ibouhi quibble, the piovarica- 

.. . ■' -A-kh which k wa« 




ibjdiers, but fliat Mr, Middleton' /Ijoubj 
be a v/atek upotvxhir N.’ibo to, ifeel jus 
ncstrt againll the feelings of i ctuijdtV^ p^u 
^re in his breialt, and prevent tbe pplii. 
bihty ot liis t\*le/uin*y or giMnting any 
terms to his ms.t!fef and granduSthek 
i (ns was fhe iborrnivalile purnoib for 
'V/luch Mr. Baitings /md comniauded hiin 
ta,bepfelent in perfon j and. mi ucrowtt 
Oi hio pielenco for feth an end, Mr Hai:. 
tings pleaded tiiut Ik »ot roipuutii.de 
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• wirn wuicit vt wa« 

pen ac;e.., and now att.-mi..tsd to he de, 
fo^cp—jpequ-aion would imdoubu 
■fy lugg,i(l itieif, vr-hy the cat-relnona 
psnue ever was prMuc.-d 'by the ;f.(ie» :, ' 
iv-tnit whom ir vv«s now adduc,«d ir» 

,1 77'»!7'>M'roj.rwty of thrirowiicor.- • 

nuct t-~I o tins thr aiKwer was, that it ■ 
wav owing to a iniunal Slid OrwfoVm'.W 
fotenuiiittit which J.ao| broken our be- 

twe&a 
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Vie Vi/h.'ch 

^|e hetwc-en perfons* concerned dir 
inl^^^fons. Mn Mi(kil^/tr.H w;’ r 
an(t iVIt ?is a grtllni::; triumph 
the conhiience repofvJ by the c.x^vtTj’iioi - 
Ocrveriti in other i\genT8!,-~**IS'ir. liititlnjys 
was cftyndeti by the' watinef^ 
which marked the cond utl < i MidclU-- 
ton y by the remonitranrcs by 

thv-Agent—thoin^h as knovying the nv.m 
to whom they vver>: add re/Jed. th<*y were 
hH ^t^roimde/.i oh morives of p^oltey, not' 
®f hiiroanjty ; and of ex pediency, w hlch 
left jufee entirely out of the qtiydian ’ 
hut rlie gp?at'oi^-enrihl-. ground of quar¬ 
rel vt’as^ tloat JN'^iddletoii had dated to 
fpenti t-.vo i^aj^ hi ncg^ciaiion^though 
that delay had prevented ^ the g^'heral 
Grafirtcre of tt|»wai‘clA of tzvo ihoufiJifid 

perfosis I -^I'he re^l caufe, h-'>wt'ver, of 

tins difference was a fmn belief m the 
part of IVIr. that h/li’. Alid^lle- 

ton bad irjvcv'j’d theu* diifercht htuaiidnSi 
and kept the of plunder, to 

him felf. Thtn e' were undoubt^'Jd i >' ibine 
circunriilaiices to jihidy this fulptcioiu 
At the time when Mr. H?\lbngs had fidfe 
compkvined, the Nabob^s Trenfun was 
empty, and ids troops fo iuuunous for 
/heir pnvy a** even, tu tbi’cateii his hfe ; 
yer in inis mon>eut and 

tpulenccy Kdiddleton jnv/lhaied the Na. 
bob's dehre to ujakelVlhi.hi flings n pie- 
ient of 3oo,ooolv, That facriike, how- 
<»vn-, not Ireing dkmed (ufficienfy Mr. 
Middkipn was recalled, and M^jor Pal¬ 
mer was lent in It.is room, with infiruc- 
tions to tell the’Nabob that, fuch a dona^ 
tion V/3S not to be attempted ? the f i inc^, 
however, with an unfortunate v^'ant ot 
rccolkaion, laid that no fuch offer Ind 
€ver been in his mind."—Thus, it had 

always been confidered as the heigiten- 
ing of a favor beflowed, Hint the leceiver 
fhould not knoAV {roiu what quarter it 
came ; but it was rcrcived for Mr. Mid¬ 
dleton to improve on this by Inch a f/r- 
Ikatvrefincmcfit^ that the perfon giving 
fhould be totally ignorant of th.e favor 
lie conferred! 

But »iot%vitbii:intUn|r tliek little dif¬ 
ferences and lufpicions, Mr. Haftlngf? 
ahd Mi . MiddietoM, on rive return of the 
latter to Calcutta in Odober i?};?., con¬ 
tinued to live in the fame llyle of fr^idly 
coilajimf and frmduli^nt /nmiluird as 
ever. But when Mr. Briilow, not an- 
fWsring the purpofes of JVlr. Hadings, 
w?. ’JiCcw'iccS on the j'lihQiiwd letters j>ro- 
cuf.,d from the Nabob, one of which pro- 
<!io»,nc«d him the blackdV.. char?ktrr in 
cAi(tence> whileanotlKr/i *ihlfi 

- 


/poke of him as a very lioneH ft*l 
Mr, Hadiugs thoughr it fnight 
particular j and therefore^ aftef thei.; in- 
tirnany offix months, acewfes Mr. Mid- 
rlleron allb before the Boaid at Calcutta. 
If was then that in the ra.^ eagernefs 
.which diftinguifhwl his purfuit ol every 
obje^l, Mr. fallings had incaucioufy, 
but h ippily fur the prefent purpofes of 
juhice, hveoghtforih thefe fecrei letterSi 
It mattered not what were the views 
which induced Ml', ll.aliiugo to bring 
that charge j whetiier he had drawh tip 
the aceufatiun^ or obliged MiddUton 
with his in framing a i the 

whole ended in a rcpivnee, and a poeti¬ 
cal quotf-ition from the Governor-Gene¬ 
ral. The only circufnfiance material ^ 
the purpolts of humaiuiy, was the pro- 
chit:Vio« of indruments. by which thofc 
who had violated every principk of juf- 
ticc aiid ber.cvolencc, were to fee their 
guilt explained, and, it was to be hoped, 
to experience that punifnment which they 
defer vcd. 

To thofeletters it was that 
their Lordfhips were to lock for what¬ 
ever elucidation of the Inbjecf could be 
drawn fium the parties conccrhedi writ¬ 
ten in the moments of confidence, they 
deolar'*d the real motive and obje< 5 l of 
c'lch tneafure^ the public letters v/cre 
only Iu be regarded as proofs of guilt, 
wiunever they eitabiiibtd a cordradic- 
tion. The CounfeV for the Priibnvr had 
chofen, as the lafeft ground, to rdy on 
the pubiic khtm, written for the toii- 
cealmcnt of fraud abd purpofe of decep¬ 
tion. l‘hey had, for infance, parti- 
cuiarly dwelt on a public letter from 
Mr. Middleton, dated in December 
17815 which intinvAted fume pariicidars 
or fuppoied cot^amiacy in the Begums, 
with a view to countenance the tranfac- 
tions which fhorrly after took place, ami 
particularly the refuinption of the Jag- 
hires. But this letter noth Sir Elijah 
Impey and Mr. Middleton had admit¬ 
ted, in their examination at that bar, to 
be totally falie j though if it were in 
every point true, the apprthenhou of re¬ 
finance to a mt'afure cotild nor by aoy 
means be made a ground for the enforce- 
hrent of that mculure in the firlt Inlfance, 
The Counfel feemed diipleakd wkVi Mr. 
Middleton for the arirwer, and therefore 
repeated the queibon. Ttie witnefs, 
however, did nut jrc^idily fall into their 
humour j for he declared, that be did 
not recolielJl: a p.MMtc’lc of the letter } and 
thQuglv f7.v?;2^?7 vas undoubtedly not the 
fiiric islw Middletoui he was not, per- 




C : ) 


faultv on thii 6dcafion> 

^th'e mttr was certainly of a later iabri- 
am! perhaps not from his haiul. 
letter, however, was alio in direfl 
contradi^Slion to ev^ry one of the Dc-, 
fences let up by Mfr l!ia(fcjngs.—iuno* 
ther public letter^ which had been 
c«jual)y dwelt on, ipoke of the ** deter¬ 
mination of the Nabob®' to leiVjrTie the 
Jaghircs. Jftbad appeared in evidence^ 
that the Nabob could by no msans be 
conipelied to yield to their meafures—• 
that, It was n until Mr* Middleton 
had a<i;!;ually iflVied his own Per^wannas 
for the Colle6fion ot the Rents, thac the 
Nabob, rrther than be brought to the 
utmoft llafe of degradation^ agreed to let 
mearure he brought forward on his 
own a6*l I The rehiUnce of the Be¬ 
gums to that rneathr*? «vas noticed in the 
fame lettc^r, an initance of female 
if their defence of the pro¬ 
perty alfigned f6r their lubhltence wai? to 
be made a rep.ioKh 3--o< that they 
deferved a reproof for female ll^htnefu 
by eniertaining ^feminine objection—to 
their 

This reiidarice to the meafure, which 
was expecMi, and the i-ooifoling flaughter 
on which Mr. Ballings leJied, were look¬ 
ed to in all thofe letters as a jullification 
of the mealbve itfelf. There was not 
the imallell mention of the re* 

beilion, which by prudent after -thought 
had been fo greatly magnified* There 
was not a fyliahie of thofe dangerous 
machinations which were to have de^ 
throned the Nabob 3--of thofe fangui- 
nary artifices by which the Englilh wert 
to have been cxtir3xUed>--Not a paiiicje 
conceriving thofe pradices was mention- 
td in any of Midt.lleton’s letters to Bai¬ 
tings, or In the Hill more confidential 
comnv.inication which he maintained wirh 
Sir Elijah Impey j though after the 
latter hts letteis v/ere conlinually poll¬ 
ing, even when the Chief Jullice v/iife 
travelling ronivd the Country in fcarch of 
sfHdavit^. When on the jtSih of No- 
t'eniber, he w-as bufied at Lucknow o,fi 
that honourable bufinefs, and when three 
days after he was found at Chunar, at 
the diftance. Of :'.oo miles* prompting his 
inftruments, ar*;! Idee Hamlet^s (jrh<>fV‘‘'JX- 
claiming-—“ SW'E A.R -Ids piogrefs 

on that 'occafion was fo whimficafV^r fud.. 
der:, when coutralled with the gravity of 
his employ, that an obiiirver would he 
tempted to quote again from the fame 
icene ,—Hal Old True‘,,enuy, 
thou mole fo fiflf the. ground 
Uiiwvve^ the coinpmil«n cv 3 /ed ^5,. 



when f ir Elijah mad^ his vifit to ^ 
now, to ^cjhel the almojl blunted 
pojfd' of the Nabob, Hi» language' waif 
wholly different from that of the Poet; 
~i-.it would have been much againll his 
purpofe to have laid^ 

« Taint riot thy rniud, nor let thy foul 
contrive 

Againfttfiy MOTHKk augbii** 

Oa the ri*hje6l of thofe Afb'Lavhi!, he 
would only make another fingle obfer- 
vatioln.—Sir Elijah Iulpey had denied all 
acquaintance with their contents, though 
be had bcm a<5lually acconqianied to 
Buxur by Majcr Dav/, who there irtm-' 
li ited them from the Perfiaui for the iifb 
of Mr* Baitings l-~«*l'here was amongil 
them, an Affidavit taken in Engliili, 
from fu. Native at Buxar^ but which vva« 
firll explained to the dcpo.'aent by Major 
Davy in the preJenceof Sir Ebjahlmpey^ 
-—How far therefore the ralferrion qi ths 
Chief Jullice was jdaufible, anrl how fac 
this fA61: was confident with that afe-* 
tion, he fhould leave it to their Lo,l'dflup3- 
to determine. 

It was, in foms degr^^? obfervxhle, that 
not one of the private Rttrrs of Mr»‘ 
Haftings had been produced at any time- 
—Even Middleton, when all confidence 
was broken between them, by the pro- 
du6Uon of fhii: private coritfpandence at 
Calcutta, diberfeeling forl'iiii5,own lafety^ 
or funk under the foTcinatlng inlluence 
of his tnalb rydid not dare attempt a re¬ 
taliation !—The letters of Middleton, 
however, were fufficient to prove the 
fituation of the Nabob^ when prelTed t<i 
the mealuic of refumin^* the Jtighires, iifli 
which he had been reprefented as aHing 
vvMtolly from hhufelf.—He was there do- 
Icribed as lok in fullcn nlUancholy-^ 
with feelings agitated beyond expreffiort, 
and with every mark of agonized fenfi*' 
bility* To Aich a degree was tliis appa- 
rent, that even Middleton was moved to 
invevfett fora temporary refpiie, in which 
h;‘ might be inorc ix-coivcilec to the mea-w 
fure, “ I afo fqllycrf opinion/’ faid he, 
“ that the iitfpair of tht Nabcb mulf 
impel him ti violence ; T know alfo that 
the violence nuft b'''fatal to himfeli— 
but yet I think, that wivh hh prefent 
ft'^i 'igs, he will diliegard ail cc nfe^ueii- 
ces, ■—Mr. Johnfon alia, the AOillant 
Refident, wrote at the fame> time to Mr, 
H.Ulings to aver to him that the mealure 
v^as dangerous, that it wOuld require a 
total Reform of the Culiedllinn, which 
Ciiuld not be jUAde without « Cumpcdpi / 
..—This w&it 4/^5 Jullice’ th'4 was Sr/- 
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a tlirtity! Mt. Hillings enfureslo 
of th^' C&miY.iny in the (trdRgcft 
Frorpt'ri-y and his Fi'otec- 
:t}i0^^ths former he lecnres by iendiiig 
an aniiy fo plunder them ortUedf vealth 
and to delUate their foill-’^his ivrotec- 
ti. rv i$ fraught with a fonilar fcpi'srity j 
*'* —like that of a Vultur,e to ,i l./Trub—t 
grappling in its Virals!—thirling i'or 
its Blood I—-fcarinf off each Fctty Kite 
that hovers round—\ud ihen, with an 
ij^Aii'ing perverfion of terms, calling fa* 
ntnfcfi, ProieSim I , 

An obje6l for which Hhlorj' fcarches 
for any fimilarity in vim.—'i he deep* 
fear^Mng Anna^ of TaciUis—^ihe liimi- 
no.uft Phiiofophy of Gibbon—all the Re- 
fords of Man's Kilormity, from Original 
Sin to this period in which we pronounce 
it, dwindle into comparative infignihcaace 
of enormity-*’both So aggravations of 
Ytle PrincipItS; atu! e.ireri. of tbeir Con- 
fequentual Ruin l~^The vi^bhns of thia 
oppicinon were confelTAily deititvue of 
all pow'er to rcfift their opprelfors ; but 
that debihty, which, froin other bofoms 
would have claimed fome. compallion, 
with rclpe^ to the mode of i'uffering, 
here excited but the ings^nuity of Tor- 
tv?re ! Byun when every fueling of the 
.Na'boh was fubdued, ribt\!je marie a 
lingering, feeble itand within his-bolbm', 
but even then that _ cold brj fee ling l|nru 
of malignity, with vt'hfjja ,hfs doom was 
Axed, refiu fied with dp-ubh; acfimony to 
its purpofe, and cornpelled him to inUi^ 
on Sk parent that deltmifisn, of whuh he 
was himielf relerved but to be the iall 

Yet when cruelty feenud to have 
'ireachf,d its bound?, and -^gniit to have 
aibmdcd to ifs climax, ;here was fomc*- 
thing in the char::6fcr of Mr^ Halting?!, 
which leemtd ro tranfeend t;bc latter, and 
^verkap the foimtr j>^‘~und of this kind 
was the letter to the. Nabob, which was 
<iirpatched on this ocranoii. To rebuke 
Mr. Mi^ddleton for his moderatiojT, as 
was inlfantly done, wr.*A eafjly perfou’^d 
thvaogh the medium of a pubiic and a 
:|>rivatc lo write »o the N-i- 

fcob in Arch a tnanner that the command 
.jmight be conveyed, and yet the letter 
siftawards to tbt world, was a 

talk of uioredilHculty j but which 
pc?« 4 V‘d by the event was admirably ibtied 
xo the geniui ol Mr. Hailing#, i-lis let¬ 
ter Was dated the fjffeeuth of pcbc'iary 
tyS 2 f thi'Ugh the Jaglnr(23 l^ad bt en then 
ia*5liially foiled—unu it was iu proof 
Bad bean lent ai a mtich eadie^ period. 
He diert affurecl the Nabob of cpln-. 


ddeiice with his tcrpolHng tbel 
fum'ption of the Jaghircs—he deda^ 
that if he found any difficulty in tn 
meafurc—he', Mr- Haftings, would go 
to his a/Tifimce in perlbn, and lend his 
aid to punifii ibofe who oppofed it—-** for 
that nothing could be inofe ardent thin 
hia friendihip, or more eager than hisi 
j'esl for his welfare.” The moft dcifpe- 
rate intention was clothed in the mildcif 
language,—-But the Nabob knew by M 
experience the ch a racier with whom he 
hid to deal, and therefore was not to b« 
deceived j he faw the iJi,5?^^er gliftening 
in the baud which was treacheroully ex* 
tended, as if to b/s afllftance—and from 
that moment the laft faint Ray of Natwie; 
expired in his boibm* Tlr. Middleton 
from that rime extended bis Iron Sceptre 
without rehlbnce — the Jaghircs were 
feiztd, every meafure was carried, and the 
Nabob, his Feelings wounded, and hi« 
Dignity degraded* was no longer conS* 
dered as an obje^ of regard.— IThough 
theft* were circuniftanccs exafperating to 
the human hcajt which felt the fmallell 
remains of feutibility, yet it was necelV 
fmy, in idea, to review the whole fron\ 
the time that, this treachery was HrA con- 
ceived, to that when by a feries of arti- 
Acts the rnoft execrable, it was brought 
to a completion. , Mr. HaAings woulxl 
there be fccn Ihinditvg aloof indeed, but 
not ina^>ivc in the war! He would 
difcovercxl reviewing his,agents, rebuking 
at one litne the pale confeience of Mr. 
Middleton , and at another relying on the 
Router villainy of Hyder Beg Cawn. 
Widi all the calmnefs <4' veteran delin¬ 
quency, his eye ranged through the bidV 
prorpr^l’i piercing through the dai-knelb 
of ArborcHnate guilt, and .arranging with 
congenial adroitnels the agents of his 
Crimes and the inArumeiits of hi;^ 
Cruelty. 

The feelings of tlr? fevers) ptrties nt 
the time would he lUoA properly judged 
of 'by their terpetbve correrpondence. 
.When the Bow Begum, del'palring of 
redrefs from the Nahcb, addieA’td hferfelf 
to Mr. Middleton, and remiiuled liirn of 
the guarantee which he hac fjgned, fhe 
was iiiAanily proiTiifed that the arvioiwU 
of her Jaghire Axould be made good, 
•though Ml-. Midfllctan faid he could not 
intmfbre with the foverei^n ck.ifion of 
the Nabob refpe<5img the lands, The 
deluded and uniortuiKUC woman thanks 
edGodtb'At Mr. Middltton wa •, ac h.uui 
for lu:r relief,” at the very u ikmiv/hm 
he was dirtiling tvery rifort to her de- 
■ijr.uifion j;—wbui be h&d it Anally written 
y: . ' 


Pie*y„'ders whJtb Wei’S to take the col« 
out ol did hands of h«r 3gciits I 
when fhe Begum wi? un<i';c<uved-— 
when fhe found that Brit lib faiih was no 
proteiJIion, vvhen (lie found that flie 
ihouhi leave the country, and prayed to 
the Gp^dof nations not to grant lus peact- 
to tho/e who remained behind j—there 
wMs lidl no charge of rehlllony no re- 
entnination made to all her rept'o^^cbea 
for the broken faith of the EnghHi. 
J^ven when ftung to madneis ,, ftie a iked 
how long would he their reign,’’ no 
iTicntion of her difaffe^fioft was brouglit 
forward; the fli/efs was tl.erefore idle, 
which the Coun^d for tlie prifoner drove 
to lay on thefe ej4:pre{lions of an injured 
and enraged woman,—Whenn; fail irri¬ 
tated beyond bearing, fine denounced In¬ 
famy on the heads of her Qppred’oi s, who 
was there who would not fay that die 
fpoke in a propheiic fpirir, and that what 
fhe had then predifletl had not even to 
its lad letter been accompliilied J But 
did Mr. Middleton even to this violence 
retort any particle of accufation ? No; 
be lent ayVe/e reply, {Uting that he had 
received lucb a letter umler her deal, but 
that from its contents he coufd not {'uf- 
peff it to come from her, and bagging 
therefore that die might endeavour to 
detc'il the fori^cty !—-Thus did he add 
to foul injuric s, the vile aggravation of a 
brutal irfl'i —like the Tiger that prowls 
Over the Scene where his Ravages were 
committed, he ibewed the favagentTs of 
his Nature, by grinning over his Frey, 
and ia’A'iiing over the lad Agohies of his 
unfouunate VnSfim. 

Thofe letters were then enclofed to 
the Nabob, who no more thAn the reft 
made any attempt to judily himicB by 
irriputing any criminality to the Be¬ 
gums. He only fighed a hope, .that his 
comiu^l to his parents bad drawn no 
(hanie upon h’s liead ; and declared his 
intention to punifli—not any dififfec- 
tion in the Begum—but fome officious 
f«;ivant$ who had dared to foment the 
mifundeiftanding between them and the 
Nabob,—A letter was finally fent to 
Mr. Haftings, about fix days before the 
feivnircof the tre^fure from the Begums, 
declaring their innocence, and referring 
the Govern or'General to Captain Gor-. 
don, wbofe life they had prote<5l;ed, and 
w'hole fiifeiy Ihould have been their juT 
tification. T.hatenquiry was never made ; 
it was looked un as unneerflary—becauli? 
the convi^Vion of their innoctner was too 
deeply iiuprcfficd ! 




The, Covinfel in rfcommerrding 
ten tip u to the public in pr ferejirc to 
the prirate lettejs, had tern:!.deed m.par- 
ticuiar» that one letter fixould not be ta¬ 
ken as evidence, hecau/e it was evidently 
and abfiracfedly private, as it cpivvained 
in ope pntt the anxifities of Mr. Middle- 

ton for the ilbieH of his fon,.-'X'his 

was a ling; lar atf^ument hulged. The 
circumftance,uudoiib;c, 41 y merited ftr«1: 
Obfeiyation, though dot in the view 
in which it was placed by the. Coimre].—• 
It weal to fhew that fome at kaft of thole 
corcerned in thefe TraDl'aclious, kit the 
force of thoie tics, vvhich their eftbits 
were dirt-aed to tear afuiivkr—that thok 
who could ridicule the rcfpeaive attach ¬ 
ment of a mother anvi a fvn—who would 
prohibit the ieVcrencc of the (bn to the 
irrorfiei' who fiud given hipj life—vyho 
could dc)«iy to p/iatemai die pro- 

teaion fJhd IhAld afr 

ford—yveie yci; fcpfible of firain'.n^ 
of thofe by which they cop- 

ne£kd.—-'rherCftfWfw ibmcthing in Urn 
prefent bufinefs—witli ail that waa-hpi';;:^ 
rjbie to err ite vd.cly loath- 

lome, a;? to exciie it we,ris 

not a part of h/s duiy^ u wouid bcfupe.r.. 
fiuous to fpeuk of the lacmlrrei's ol the 

t|es which tbok^liena to keiin^-.(hQlb 
apoftaies to Ir df^vnity had thus divided* 
--.•In iuch an ;aftI;mbJy, laid Mr., Sheri¬ 
dan, as that before which I.fpeak, thae 
isj not auf yebht w look reproof to 
this condikl—naf a litart but muft an¬ 
ticipate it.s condemnation.—‘ FILIAL 
“ PlirrY i It is ilKprimal bond ofSo- 
*< ciety—-It ia that iivah.Cfive principle, 

“ which, pantii!g for its proper good,, 

* unloidden, paCii lenicjind Icn- 

‘Mibi.iiy of !—It now quivers oil 
every lip l-r—it now beams from every 
ey^l—It is that gratitude, which foften- 
mg under theltajfe. of recplleaed good, 
IS eager to own t'u? vait ccymtiek debt 
It nc cr, alas! can pay—for jb many 
long years of uncealbig (obfatudes, 

“ honourable felf-denbls, lik-prefti v- 
ing cares is that paio; of our 
practice, wfuae duty drops its nwe S 
o —where leverence refines info lovs- f 
**—-It alks no aid of ouvinojy I—it 
“needs not the dedu3:io ui of rea- 
“ foil !—Fit* exjfting, paiamount ovei' 

“ all, whedier law or ..urnan rult: 

“ few^ arguments can iuicjeafe an4 
“ none can diminiffi hi —it-is the fa- 
“ errunent of our natiu'c-—lor only the. 

duty, but the indulgence of ma.i’i—It 
1* is his fi<it great pitvilt*ge-~I^ js a- 

C) 2t C* 



( ) 


his laft ainoft cncfeAiirig de-v 
vith 
■hen tQ 
nature 


'hen the bo/brn glows 


of 


of reyerberattd love 
rtqaue on the viriracipns ».» 
and retnj-n the blelfings that have been 
recciv^?d i when—what waa emotion 
fixe.} vita) principle—what was 
initin^ habituated inlc a niafter- paiV 
** lloiv^—iWays all the iweetelt energies of 
f« tilan-rhang? oycfeach vicjfTitudeof alj 
that mult pafs away—aids the melan- 
choly viribes in their laft fad talks ;f 


'f* life—Cd cheat the inv gtiors of decre¬ 


pitude and age—explore the thought 
f # —explain the aching eye l’^ 

The Jaghires being Itized, Mr. She¬ 
ridan proceeded to obfcive, the Begums 
iwere ieft witb'»ut ihe (ifnal!eft fhare uf 
that pecuniary compenfation promiled by 
Mr. Middleton j and, as when tyranny 
and injiijiice ukQ the fieldv they are al¬ 
ways attended by thftir ccmj^-foUaw^rsj 
paltry pilfering, aini petty mlult—lo in 
this inltance, ihe goods taken from them 
v/ere Ibid ht' a mock, fale at inftTi'>r va¬ 
lue. Even gold and jewels, to ufe the 
Jjunguage at the Bcgtiins, inilantly Iqlf 
their value when it was knowii they 
came from thim ! Their minifters were 
therefore imprifoned to extort, the defici¬ 
encywhich this ffapd had occalioned ; 
and thole me.b) arts employed to 

julfi^y a continuance c( epuelry.' \Tt 
thefe again were little (0 the frauds of 
Mr, il iliings. After extorting upwards 
of 6oQ,ooqk he forhade Mr. Middleton 
to come to a He 

knew tb;<t the trdajotn of our allies in 
India hod their origin ibhly ia the wKHts 
of the Coinpaiiy. He could ndt there¬ 
fore fay tlint the Begums w'c.-e entirely 
innocent, iir.ti! he ' hati confulted the 
general Rfcnr^/ of Ch'imcs .1 —the 
Account^\ Calcutta !—-And this pmdmcfi 
, pf Mr. Haflings was fully jidbfied 


i>y the cvent—for tliere was a^bially 


Jound balance of hventy-Jtx lacks 
more agAinlf the Begums,which s^6o,oopl.‘ 
worth of treafon h^d never been dreamed 
of before. Talk not to u>;,'‘^ Paid the 
Governor-General^ '* of their Guilt or 
Innocence, hut as itfuitsthe Company^ 
ercc/lll Vvb* will not try them by the 
Code ^f Juftinian^ r.pl* the Irtititutes 
pf'rimui'—-Wf will npt judge them either 
by the Briii/h laws, or their local cuf- 
toms! No ! We w-ill try them by the 
Mulfipllcati^iH Tal>/cj >viH find them 
guilry by the Rule ofTnue^ and we will 
fpndJmn them according to the fapi^iu 


and profound IrdHtutes of—CockEi^ 
Arithmetic I ** 

Proceeding next to ftate the diftrtfFe? 
of the Begums in the Zenana, aiirf of thp 
women in the Khord Mahal, Mr. She¬ 
ridan remarked, that fdr»e chfervation 
Was due Xo the remark made Ify Mr. 
Haftlngs in his Befence, \vh<u'e ho de¬ 
clared—that whatever were the dif- 
t» efic.s there, and whoever was the agent^ 
the meafur*! was in his opinion reconcile- 
aide to jiirtice, hoi,pur, i^nd found poli-s 
cy.” Major Scott —the IncQ?^par able 
grnt of Mr. HallingN, had deciar?d this 
puilage to have been written by Mr. Hafa 
tings with hu; own hand.—Mr. Mid¬ 
dleton, it appeared, had alio avowed his 
dnre in thofe hpniane tranf^OioUs, antj 
biulhingly mired. Mr. Hadings then 
cheered his dropping fpirits.--^'‘ Whatr 
ever part of the load,” fairl he, yours 
oi.nnot bear^ my unburdened character 
/hall .alTume. I will crown your labours 
with my jrreridiJ»le appiobabon—rThu^ 
twhi-fwarrlors ye fhallgo forth ! do yoib 
fincl /ftf/TJory, and Idl "iind cbarcd/er-hi 
and afikult, repuHi% and caniuineiy fhallf 
all be fft at defiance !” 

• ft X coy Id not prove, continued Mr, 
Sheridan, that thofe aas of Mr. Mid¬ 
dleton were in reality the aas of Mt^ 
Ha/tings. I Xh^'uld not trouble your 
Lord/liips by cc/m*,.iting thefe aff^rtions : 
but as that part of hia criminality can be 
ipcontedihly afceitained—f fhafl. un¬ 
doubtedly appeal to the affimbled iegif- 
htnrs of this realm, and call on them to 
fay, whether ♦bofe las v»^erdjuftifiabIeon 
‘he fcore of j I /]iall appeai to all 
theaugyft preiidents in the courts of Bri- 
ti/b juftice, ami to all the learned oina.! 
rnenta of the profTfion, to decide whe¬ 
ther ihele anions were reconcilcable to 
juJi 'ne.—l dial I appeal t o a reverend af- 
lemblage of prelate ,a feeling for the ge^ 
nera! intereih of humanity, anti for’the 
honour of the religion to which they be. 
long : Let tbemi dcterriTine in their own 
minds,whet her thofe ..iils ofMr. Haftingsi 
h?hI Mr. Middleton were luch as a Chtif-i 
tian ought to perftirm, or .a man to avow } 
He du n proceeded to rekte ihecirrum- 
A<uice.s of the irnprifbnment of ikchari 
Aliy Cawp; and jewar Ally Cawn, the 
minillers of the Nabob, on the groundsi 
alvove lUied ; with them was confined 
that (xrch^rebel .Stimiihire Cawn, by 
whom every aa of hollility that had 
taken place againft the Kngldh, was 
iT^ted tp h.iV'i bce^ c.>minittetl.—No en-’ 
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liw] however, was concerning ins 
y^tm?h though many had been held re- 
j^Saing the/re^f/wr.? of the others, He 
y/as not lb far noticed as to he deprived 
f>i'h\$ fooii *i nor was hp even compii- 
iTjenied ftit^rs / and yet when he is 
on a future day to he infonned ot tbo 
njilchiefs he was now Hated to have done, 
jie mud think that on being forgotten, 
j)e had a very pr^tvicktitiul efcctpe /-^-^The 
others were, on the contrary, taken fmn 
their milder prilbn at Fyzahad j, and 
when threats could nothing, traivr* 
ferred hy the meek humanity pt’ Mr, 
JVIiddleton to the fortrefs of Chunnigur, 
YhciC, where the Britifli flag whs jiying, 
they were doomed to deept^r dungeons, 
heavier chains, and leveror punilhinents. 
There v/here that flng was dirphiyed, 
which was wont la chear the depreded, 
nnd to dilate the luhdued heart of milery 
tfrr-thele venerable, but unfortunate men 
were fated to encounter fomething 
than r£tii)iTio*N,and romething 
than dESPaik! It appeared trorn the 
evidence of ,lV|.r. Holt and others, tba| 
jhey were both cnKlly flogged, though 
pne was above feventy yi^ars of age, to 
extort a cronfeflion of the buried wealth 
pf the Begumsj—Being charged with 
diraffeftion, they proclaimed th^ir Inno- 
fjcnce.—‘♦ Tell us ja’ here art the remain- 
H ing treafores, (was the reply)-^ic is 
only a treachery to your immediate fo- 
ver<u’g»& :—and ydb will then be fitHf- 



fociates for the reprefen^ntivos of 
tith faith and Britiflr julbce in luAia 
— “ Oh ! Fajth, Oh ]uitu:h 
claimed Mr. Sheridan, “ I conjure you by* 
** your lacred names to deparr for a! rno» 
ment from this place, though it be 
your peculiar reudence j nor liear your 
** names profaned by iuch a facHlegious 
combmation^ as that whicVi I ani now 
“ conipelied to repeat! where the 
** fair forms of nature ?uk 1 art, iriuh and 
** prace, policy and honour, fhrunk back 
aghad from the deleterious ihadelT-^ 
<• where all exifti uce?^ nefrjrioos and vile* 
had I Way -**■* wliere amidil the black 
agents on one fide, and Middleton 
with Impey oh the other, the lougheH 
bend, the nioH unfeeling (brink!--the 
** great figure of the piece—•chara^ler*/ 
** jflic in his place? aioof and indepen- 
. dent, from the puny profligacy itv hia 
traini-^biit far troha idle and madrive, 
turning a malignant ^ye on all milchief 
that awai'.s him’—the multiplied ap<- 
paratus of temporiling expedients, and 
<< intimidating inifrumeuts ?—now cring4 
ing on his prey, and ftivwuing on hi 3- 
vengeance 1—now quickenmjj the lim-. 
pid pace of craft, and forcing every 
** Hand that retiring nauire cau make in 
*'■ the heut t-i—the attachments arid the 
decorums of Hfc h —^each emotiori of 
tenderuefs and honour I—and all the 
** diftinhfions of nailor.ai cbarabWdtits! 
<< —wit 1.1 a long ca-alogue of crimes and 

Th® ifoUoVving note; from Mr. Middleton to Lieutenant Francis Rutledge, dated ja- 
pwary zo, 1782, had beqit read in evidences 
<< S|R, 

When this note is delivered to you by Hoolas Roy, X have to defire, that yon order 
the two prifoners to be put in kons, kc^pin^ tbm ft pm all fmd, a^rieabfd to in-* 
i* Jlru^itf^u of ycjle>‘d>.iji, 

.(Signed) Nath. MiODLKTCuf," 

Mr. Middleton tiad indeed refuted to acknowledge that he wm ute this note, alledging that, 
as he had been accufed by Mr. HaHnigs for his conduCd ot. Fyz^ibnd, he begged, lie might 
not be forced to aofw'er queffions that would criminate himfclf. Hut wh;4 w*as the nature 
pf the accufation brought againft Mr. Midiileion by Mr. HaRingsi' Was it, that he had 
pfed Inrfh method? to get puflefiion of the treafures? No—the charge w'as, that he had 
fhewii too much forbeamnee j and Mr. Middleton's anfvver to Mr. Hadings’s c)iarge,; Was 
pf a nature vvliich provod that it was not of too great fevei ity thnt the Governor-General had 
^ccufed him,—“ It could not, I flatter ntyfelf,'* faid Mr . Miduierorf, ** be termed a King or* 
unwarrantable delay (two-days).—rTlie N.ibHb w is fan to the Regum whom vve ^^^'ere to 
proceed ag:^inH —A fin agninO. a mothtr mnft at leifl fiwt appearat.t:n m his mode of 
proceeding. In the Eaft it is well known that no mui, ciiher by or his troops, 

can enter the walls of adSenana, fcarcely n the cafe of ailing ag.uufl an open enemy, 
much lefs of a^t ally a&ing bh on*jn ntothsr, The outer whUs, and chc 

Begums agents, were all that were liable to immediate attack^ they uero dealt wjUi, 
and fucccrsfully, as the event proved—No further rigour than what I hnve exeiifd, 
could heufed atpiinft females in this country.—W hei^ E Force cotJLD be employ- 

ED,IT WAS NOT SPAREt).’* 

This defence clwarly fhewed, that Mr. Ifaftings had accu'Vd Middleton, not of hav¬ 
ing ufed buv of fiff/having pled <rni.v|i6.. ,-r \ 

^ ,fJggravati'ons, 
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kmUf beyotn! ihe r<?ach of this plea, by ei>::lcavo\iring to cla m the 
foj’ human mvillgtiity to per- 4 Hole Ibraihy oi‘ thofe!: tranfa<^ioBS, and 


human vengi-ahe^ ip pmiiuy 1 
0 WEli than JP E p, J>IT tv A C K 

** Ei than lie jPAIR P’ 

have been hoped, for the ho- 
fioi; pf the hamiui UeaiiVthat. the Begr,; j s 
had-been themfeivis exempted frptn 


and^ 

to 7rfouop^oll%is: the OuiTtJ ' He darbd even 
to aver that he had been condemned by 
Air. Ka/dUgs for the ignoniiniotispai t he 
had afiedi—he ddr^d to avow this, be- 
cau'ie, Ad r. ,Hatiin|'s wa$ bn his Trj.al, and 
he thbiighi/hb ibould never be triedy-' 


fha^v hi ill el e'hillings; hnd ilnit they had but in the face of the Court, and belbre 
been TOimded <jniy through thfe i/de^' of he lerV the Ba(> h«^ was cornpeUeddo con- 
dieir MiniTieri.. ^-T^the mcHe; of this, Is that it was for t\\t 'tettk»ce not the 
iowever; was the , his proceedings that he had 

%va,$' furroiinded by a i^iiard, which was been reproved b;y Mr* Haitings, 
vvidKlrawn by Major trilpi It winiM not, he triiiled, be argued, 

giw’^ing :4he ^'''^ople^ that bdcaule Mr* Haflinga h«d not rnark- 

i-ephe^d by Hr. Middleton, tbnrUgh his ed every palling /hade of guilt, and be- 


y A^yr. iVtHvaiotou, uiroUgh,_ . ^ 

from tiirc ditailful ferpmhihdldy’'' caute he iiadonly given the bold omlitie 

of cruelty,yhat he was therefore to be ac- 
^ it was laid do\yn by ih© iu-w of 


Tey; 

Ita; , _ . 

whicii was iir.po&d .ondriinv by Mi'*, HaU 
tjftiijs.—w-f.rben of il'ie ICnoi'd Malval, 
Avim had hot been iviVmvodi in the Bc- 
gnms fiippofid crhvies; wh’o o«ld railed 

/uhP'i'^hfilikk of dieir own ffvndvfhofit 

ttad been proyt'd, Uved in a dlftina dwdly 
ing, were cauil'loliily inv'olved in the lame 
pxmilhynent; their Kevuiehce fvu’touoded 
with guards, they w'cre driven to did pair 
hy famine, nncl when vbdy poured h.nvi\ 
in ihd pT<jcefTion, were driverv back by the 
foldiery, and b JtUen Aviih 
feene of Madneis v.micii tfey n;ad ;(),tdtted. 
The'© wem a<5^r, Mr* ShefJd^h obkrved, 
v/hi i;. VI.hen told, ho y ommtnt ,5 

jhc dibtild not ciJtcr a iyli to 

awaken their Lordtdpis 'lheHniiSj but 
leave it 16 the fafc, which Md been 
proved, to rhake their ^Wn impte|lxops, 

I’he argument now^ revcj fbkly to 
this point, whether Mr. Malfirt^^s v'as to 
be anfwc-rable for the evimes itonimitU.d 
by his agents ?, It hasl,been fully proved, 
that Mr* Middleton had frgm ;4 the tre'Aty 
with the luperior Begum in dfSlfiber 17 78. 
He had acknowkdget! hgr.irtg iome others 
©f oiher dates, b\it Could net Ids 

authority. Thele treatie^s baci bevn fully 
j^coguized by Mr. Hadinj^s. fully 

' proved by the evidence oi Mff Furling, 
in tir: year lySo.*. la that ?bf Qdiober 
1778, the Jaidm - w.is ftqured/w^hich was 
ipiHotted for tfiefupport of tlie’^'ornen in the 
Khmd M ihult on the idea JV* 
fuming tludl’ Jaghires a pio'ljfmn fhoidd 
have hern iVemed to tlKiiefdbUltimate 
v/ouien, and in tiiis refpcCl jpii. Haltings 
wj-s cie;i-ly giuliy of a ermae, by ins 
cm'Jfian of'^ mc.kjng Inch pfOvihon. But 
he pleaded, that he wai^ nwt atcount- 
able. iv>r the Cruelties whicli hiul iuen tyx- 
t'l'cifed. This was the Pka whit r*. i'y- 
rani^y aided by its Frimc Minillcr, TVea 


chery, wa 


•as lure 10 lU U)>. Mr. 


iVliddkton fed atvempted''to lliamgdveu 




rjiiilted.- , 

Esagland-Mud. law which was the perfe^- 
tioTi of Rcaibn--tliat u Ftrfbn ordering an 
A tit to be done by his Agent, was an- 
fvverable for thLU a6f with all its cohle- 
qii,.c. s. Middltion had been appotnted 
in ■1777, the avfe i d'and private Agent 
—the Mr* Hahings.. The 

GfeciiKiv-Ottiefel had ordered tlwr rntn-^ 
hue: Mbklletdn d(^ H could 

not have b<:€n vfdAed by mbdea* means. 
Even if he never lav/, nor lieard afier- 
wards of the cortlequcnces ot the mealiiit’, 
be was aniwerahie for every pang that 
was infuiflcd, and lor all the blood that 
was meet- But he had lieitrd, and’ that in- 
fluxnly, of the whole. lie had written to 
aVraign Middktott of forbeafance and of 
;m:glcct! —Mt commanded tl.em to work 
lippn thtU Ivopes avid fears, and to leave 
no means untried, until— yto Ipeak their 
own language, but which would be bet¬ 
ter fuited to the Banditti of a Ca’vedk--^ 

they obtained, Iccret 

hoards of the old fedies,'” — He would 
not allow even of a delay of x^o day s to 
fmoQtbc the compclkd approaches of a Son 
to his MothcT, on fucii an > oceaiion !•—* 
His orders w'ere ptTOnvptoi y j,—-and if a 
mafecre- did' not take place, it was the 
merit ef Jiccident—and not of Mr. HaU 
tings. Alter this would it bo laid, that 
the prifoner w'ss ignorant of the aCk, or 
not cplpable for xbeir conUquencTa f It 
was true,, he had not enjoined in fo many 
wgids the ^variisi tbe fatmnCi and Uve 
i/u(/g^cns ^ ne had not weighed the /h/- 
in'St nor numbered the Itifhes to be in- 
fhaed on his vlA»hu. But yet he was 
tqually guii,iy as if he had borne an .aCTivc 
and. perfonal ihare in each tranfaciion. 
It wys, as f he had commanded that the: 
he an Omuld be torn irotn live bidfek'^tid 
yet iiad enjoined that no ihotud loU 
‘ low. 







He wt-VR in the Hirn-e elcgree '^c- 
>pU; to ' the' to .his' , 

‘V-o*{fc/n,'ce^ U'tid .to his.'C'O.r' I 
f. H ilti!)_.;» had eiKle.;iyohred alfb tQ 
ml of a part of hi'S Qiuh. oblerv^ 
nv^!; ^hat he was.Jjut one of' the Supreme , 
C’ounci], and that all the rell had fapc^ 
tiQucd rhofc ttaiWa<fdions with their ap- 
urohatic ik I f M r. Ha hi ngs con Id prove, 
fujwcvet, tthit others participated ih the; 
Guiii, it would not tend to diminilh his 
own Criminahty*, But the iadi was, 
that the ConnciThad in nothing ehred lb 
much as in a criTTiinal Credulity given to 
thjp declnrfttions of the Governor-Geneah 
They linew not a word of thoib tranh^e- 
tions until they were finally concluded. 
It was not until the Jainmrj'- followings 
that they hiw the mafs of Falihood which 
bad been publidied under the title of 
Mr,Haftings* Narrative/* They had 
been then unaccountably duped into the 
fuffcring.a Letter to pa4, date^l the 
of November, intended todecyive the 'OU 
regions into a belief, that they had receiv¬ 
ed iDtelligence at that time, whitth vvas 
Tiot the radl. Tbefe obLu'vatioos, Mr; 
Sheridan fald, were not meant to caft any 
obloquy on the Goimcil;—they had un¬ 
doubtedly been deceWed, and the deceit 
pra^lifed on them by nutklng them figh 
the Narrative, was of itfelf a Ibrong ac- 
yufation of Mr* Haftings, and a decided 

t roof pf his own Confciuofntrs of Guilt. 
Vhen tired of corporal InflidHon, his 
Tyranny was gratified by inrultin^ the 
i\uderftandiug» Other Tyrants^ though 
born to gpeatnefs, fuc.h as a Neto or a 
Cnliguia, might have been rouled, jt had 
been fuppofe'd, by reflcflion, and hwaken- 
fd into toniritjop j—but here was an in -, 
jlance which (purned ?•:t theory, arKU)af» 
ik'd rupporui«<n : A D)an born to a Hate 
at leaft"of equality -inured to calcula¬ 
tion, and brought lip in habits of loHec- 
tion ;~«and yet proving in tim end that 
Monrter in Nature, a nchberaU and rm* 
Jionmg ^rani J 

'Tht* Board of Directors received thofc 
ndv'iccs which Mr. Hallings. thoiight. pi-p- 
p^T to tranfmit j but though unfurnilhed 
with any other materials to 
judgment, they exprelfed Very Ifrongly 
their doubts, and as pro|)erlv ujdered an 
enquiry into the circumllances of ihc aU 
ledgCd pifafFe6tion of the Begums i pro- 
nou'ncirtg itat the fanic time a Debt svhich 
due to the Honor and Juftice of the 
Brih'lh Nation. This enquiry, however, 
on the direiflion’^ .reaching India, Mr. 
^^uHings thought it ablblutely uecefibry 
P/VKT I* ■ 4' '"s 



to tU;de. He datp-d to theCca 
it.b.cin|;' merely.: ted' that,'^ 'if 

qulty ceitain 'appe:tred,*’ 
qut,ry was thereby direally enjem^^ 

“ 'If umuld' revive (flid he) thofc 
** .molities th^u,iU.lditV'f<^, bet 

and tiu-:;' '^'ixier, wi’.ich iJieR ■ 
lAibrtdcd.—If, the former were hichifeii 
fftq a)q)t‘al to a foreign ju,rifdiCti(nii they 
vycre the .bcff'judgcs of thcirhwn fecL 
irtgq':.an.d' lltqUiid 'Je left to pva'ke •^Keir 
own compkin.t;/’Ail thk, however, 
was nothing to the urtagnificen't paragraph. 
Aylpch <du eluded this Min me, and to 
vv tucdi MrlShci'idiin uiro requ eikd the at- 
teorio.n c-f'ihc Gourc. ■*'* 

Hailuigs.) I hdbe'dt w.ill,iioe i>e.'a'4f•; 
partUrtl'fro'm oniaial lahgkage ,tb'’fay----y. 
“ that rhe; IVlAiESTY of Justice, ought 
uot to he approached vvithnut foiicita- 
tion : ilie uught not. to deicend to fUr 
♦ * flame or provoke, but to with-held her 
judgment, untii Hie is called on to dc- 
lermine!” What is lliil -more ako- 
uilhing was, that .Sir John Macplierron, 
(who, tliough a Giiintioman of Seofeanti 
Honor, he hated to be rithcr Oritutal ia 
his imagination, and not learned in thej- 
Siilviirnc and Beautiful from the Immortal, 
Leader of this^' Pnofccution, and w ho hiixl 
be fore oppoiif ^ Mr. .Haftiugs) was catighC' 
by this htjid and joiacd 

in thedamewpfde, “ that {■hc-M.AjESTY 
“ of J i. ivnpE ought not to be\approach- 
“ Cel without rohcitauoh/f , 

“ But Justice is not this halt and 
“ rniierable object 1 (conunlied Mr. Shi*.-* 
“ ridan) it is not the incilfedlive Bauble 
“ of an Indian .Pagodl*—It is not the 
“ 'portimtous Phantom of Dcfpair—-It is 
“ not like any fabled Moufter, formed 
“ in the Eclipre of ReaLm, and found i« 
“ feme unhallowed Grove of SuperlH/ 
“ tious BarkncL, und Political HUrnay I 
“ No, my Lords 1 

“ In tne happy reverfe^of all tliL, I 
^rtiirn from this difgudfhg Caricature 
“ r o tlie R fi a, i. IM a cj E ! J u S T i C £ I 
“ have now'before me At*GcST ami 
“ EiiftE ! the abdra£f "idea’of nil that 
“ wouhl be pevfebi in the fpirits and the 
^ ^ a (pi r in gs of M c n ! w here the M i n d 
“ riles, where the Heart expands 
“ where the Countenance L ever plad4 
“ and benign where her favounm at- 
“ titude is to Hoop to rhe Unfortunate : 
“ —to hear rheir cry and tb help *> hern : 
“ —to refclie and relieve, to fuccour aml 
** ( 2 iVc :—Majdtic,. frOnv its Mercy f— 
“ yeiicrablcjfrom its Utility i-^Uphfted, 
“'without Pride :—*fuTn, without Oi)*- 
•V G 4 “ duracy ; 
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B‘c«efi'cc'«^^, la ?rc-, 

•—jLovcily^ though’ in htt: 

y'^THAT’ JVST rc"^ 1 rely : 
^berate and i'urc, abAradt^d from all 
‘^''Palrty Pnrpofc and Political SpecnJa* 
uon !—not on Words, but on Faints ! 

my Lords, who hear me, X, 
♦‘' conjure, by thofe Pr CHTsit is your bed. 
'“"pjrivjiege preferve-^by tfcar F amb 
; k -k yomJ' beft pieafore lopihKerit-^by 
‘^'cll thote which refer to 

♦‘^'the hrft term in the feries of c.riftencc, 

^ ORiC.iN'AL Cd’M PACt of cur Na!.* 

f*'tlire —our Con*1ROVLJNG Rank [n 
the pre2.tioh.’w*'-This j$ the tall on alij 



To admimder to Truth'and Ef^’ 

“ they would fadsfy the Taws .and' ^ 

** fy’them1bivfes-r--with the moft exi 
“ Blifs, potlible or conceivable for 
Niture ; — The Self-A] f ritoviNG 
“ Consciousness of Virtul, When, 
“ the Contjemaatiori we look for will be 
“ one of thb moft ample Mercies accom- 
•'‘"'pliihed for Mankind fince the Crea*.^ 
of the World P' 

Mv Lord Si I have donv. I 

The Court immediately rofe, and ad< 
journed to the jtrji Tuesday' ia the 
ne3ct Seffion of Pk'Uamont» 


IND Of THE FIRST FAET^ 





P , A- .R 'I' / IL;^ :,C-r 

O Ntivefebtf) ofKoyEMBER\^ 17^}’, tK<t of the hnpeachmenf, \vh?ch ^vas to be 

■PIousE? of Lord^, anclCo^w regretted' not bnlj on account of the ,; 

iTict, in coiiret|U^hce of the talt commif- wk tanoholy cjufr that had prodiu t-d i^ > 

fion for the prorogation of FaHiament but alfo of puhlif jultice;, the of j * 

baving expired 5 but were under the ne- whicK^ at ieaft ih the prefeht cafe, had 
cefiity of podponing the bufinefs of Mr * been bna voklaldy for a coniV' \ 

Haftings'sTRlAtifromarevereind^^^^^^ detnbktbne. 

fition with which hi$ Majedy was then, The, caufe of the delay wa^i now . ' 

;ifiii6ted,and whichpreytnted the opening happily removed, and rheir Lordfhip® i 

of theSeffion in the ufuabregular man- were again enabled,t 
ncr till Ma^ch 10, 1729, when a coit\- impdirtan" . trial, which had already 

inidion haying iffued under the Great wkCn up much of thtir attentkp 

Seal, 2ippointmg Certain CommifTtoners IK* trlifted, that in the tumult of 
to hold the Farliattient, the Lord Chari - joy occaiioned hbi ; 

cellor opened the bufuieru of the fame toy, which , how ftlkd the breafts of, 
with a Meflage from His Majetty. On all bis fubje<^;f with exulmn 

Feb- 14, an order had been previouDy to the deprcftldn winch they felt whilft 

made by tht Houle of Lords for relbrn* his Miycfty was aftlitfledyvith fickneft**-** 

rng the Trial on the, 6th of Apilf p this, he trufted, he ftdd;^ that in this tumult 

however, was afterwards dilchargv d on of joy, thur Lorciftiips would not for- " i f' 

March ; and on March 30, another get wai due ofto the ^ 

Meftage was fent to theCommorf^., inr injured, arid that they could not vov v, 

timating that they would proceed on luiitarily fufptnd it without a breach'of * % 

the Trial of Warren Hatlings, Eig. on their ptiblic duty. 

April 2 t. Accordingly, He laid, he vvas juft come from a 

T H IR T Y - SIX T H D A Y, place (the Houfe of Commons) where 

Tuesday, April ai, n^gulations had beeuma<Iefor 

The proceedings, in this Trial wer^ re- ing fiiB Majefty's .mufties, in rivivg fo- ; 

fumed- Ad twelve o’clock the Peers in lemnity to the public thank%i%’ing that :i 

their robee took their Katsjn the Cora t, was tp take place* on 'I’Hurfflay, a,n4, 
and orelw4 the Serjeant at Arms to fum- paying dut . homage tu the .Almighty ' 

mott Mr. LUftings to appear* That for his happy recovery. • , V 

gentleman was foon bfonghtto thc bar But it W'^n notdyy p?’a)/er alone that. M 
by the ITfher of the Black Rod,, and the becoming hoiruge to be paid to 

Serjeant at Armshaving, by order of Hei^ven. CourU ,0/ Ju/iur bnk'i 

■"their Lordlliips, called upon the Cbm- of that great chain, ot which the flrft 
mous to proceed in fupport of the and great link was divjnk yusncj* ^ 
Charges brought by tbem againft the this was an aUribute eiK niiai to the. i; 
prifoner, Deity ? and man, by endcavouri tg to 

K'ir. Burke, chief Manager of the approach as nearly as the nature of' - 

Profccution, itnmediately rofe, and ad- man would admit, to a refemHaace to , 

drclfed the Courtf his Maker, might be alTured, that ia 

The rhelancboly event, he faid, of exercifmg reprelentaiive juftice, he 
his Majefty’s illners, which held fo was peiforming a fcrvice and an ho- 
deeply affei^ed the nation, and fulpend'- mage not kb: acceptabk* to Heaven, ; 

cd the fun< 51 :ions of goVcHimem, bad than the mod .fervent prayer- 
©reafioned a delay ia the profccution ' Having prenilfed this, beKId,, tbm 

■'■y ® 


















. whi'<"h 

intac^ment iiad of l«te begun to 
'^sWhich he would endeavour? 
Loidlhnjs' leave, to reniow. 
Some persons, ru” doubt kfc: tncrti's 
to public jullice tnau to Mj*» 
had of iif.c begun to »ik» "when this 
trial w^oiild tervninate ? To their quef- 
tion he would give this Overt aufwcr-'- , 
As foori as i'it ends vre atuiuei 
#hith it was ■ riitituV.cdv'* 

It would be finnge indeed, If, be- 
eaak a pnibner bad co^tirivrd to ren- 
ikr- it diffidulr for his prolecutors to 
dilcover ailibc maKPSof Ids t.orrnption 
and CJ imefjj if, becaule uc Writch^ 
|Lil to fei^e every (/pportunity that 
rtilght occafion delay pi* trouble, and 
was ready ro improve ir, tlut hiv pro* 
fecutor:^ fhould vbandon the diity they 
owed to the public nnd u) their coun¬ 
try, and fufe-r a ^criminal to ctcape 
puniftitnent, merely becaufe it was 
likely to he a work of labour and of 
time to proiecute binn to •coriviftioiir 
If a priioner was watchful, aaive, la- 
borious and perfeverlng, ft wouUi be 
Xhamefuiforthofe to whoxift the care of 
bringing him to billice s< :is committed, 
to be wanting ^in viirilatice, aiitivity, 
labour and perfeveraiicc. , 

If the iength ot time that a trial was 
likely to hk wasa yealonv’Br putcin 
an end to it, it 'Was equrilty a rerut>n 
fur not beginning it* Bill as both 
Houfes of Parliament had entered upon 
■thU trial, which they knew before-- 
band muft, from Us nature, run to 
great length, he made no doubt but 
thev would feel it to be a duty, both 
to the UvUion and to the prilbner, not 
to drop it, but to c«rry if. on until it 
fliouM terminate, where alone if. ought 
to end, in the act|uittaVQr condemna¬ 
tion of the party abciired. 

He was well aware, he laid, that 
their tordfiiips muft find ila work of 
labour ^ud fatigue to fjt out fo long a 
trial; blithe waujcl fay, at the lame 
‘time, th?^r Pne Commons w-ould not 
call vpv-n their Lordfbiips to uiulert ikc 
any thing of which they were not ready 
to let them an e:^ample. The Col- 
v^itrrEii C;>irunUtee had been kept 
, ftcAng wiihiii a d v or two of the time 
which their Bcrrdliiips had hitherto de¬ 
voted to this tnah ' And yet the Corn- 
miitev had riv enquire inU) little ^fiiorc 
than paltry afts of iriherjy^ amounting 
oril."'- to fM .poundh JhHlingu «nd 
. and i\ico the condua ol' a Ke- 
OtTica, who more ihm 


a Kiit their Tbffind[>s,hi 

b<Tci*e them a Governor General 
Bengal, who was charged with enor 
niou3 cri|:aies, and with having taken 
bribes, and plundered the delencelefs 
people of his government of iUm8 
amounting to MKLMONS. 

But the length of the trial was nivt 
the only objection that he heard agai?>it 
it; he had been in formed that the pr’u 
foncr had compUined to their Lordlhips 
of the great expeuce to which it ex- 
poft'd, him, and threatened him with 
the total ruin of hia fortune, as hia 
defence had, even ia this early ftage of 
it, coll him already near 30 ,opq)* 
This wAs certainly a very large fiim | 
and it was by no means his wifli to cx- 
hauH any own’s fortune merely by bb 
deteuce* Mow fo great a Bun could 
have been pbfhbly expended by him 
already, he could not camprshend y 
but ifijrr he wmuid venture to fay, that 
the fortune of Mr. Raftings w'as not 
likely to be exhaufted by the c ^pence 
to which he vvzis iubje^^ed by his de¬ 
fence. The immenfe bilbcs be had 
received wh\\i\ he was in o^cc had fo 
fweUen his fortune, that he might con*. 
iider the lofs of 30,000!. as a trifle. 
He had received i^om one fingle Ze¬ 
mindar, rife one time, a bribe to thaT 
amount- And therefore/ as their 
l.qrdniips would find, tba^ the irn** 
menfe fortuRC of the prifoner had been 
acquired by FjECULAxioN, they wmuld 
not think it very hard that wealthy^ 
acquired, ftioiild he dimriiHbed; nor. 
would they feel any compaffion for the 
Ioffes of a peribn, who was obliged to 
take from the ttores which extoriicn 
and ophteffion had enabled hirp to accu- 
nnilact * " 

H.wing made thefe preliminary oh* 
fervations, Mfv Burke faid, he hoped? 
that nptwnthftanding all the difficulties 
which had been thiowu in the way of 
the trial, it was nov/ gowig to be re- 
fumed, under aufpices as favoiirabk a$ 
thofe 11 ruler v/hich tt had begun. 

He then infor:rcd their Lordlldps, 
that the charge which he intended to 
open, was the leventh, which related to 
PRESENTS, or in plain EogUffi, iniBi's. 

But before be opened the charge, hci 
begged leave to make feme few re*, 
mirks upon fomething that had bap* 
pened fince the laft time he had had 
the honour of addreffing their Lord- 
ftiips. Packets had been brought over 
from India, containing atteftatiou^s 
feuin perfoiip, ffom whom Mr. Hal- 

i tiab« 




L' : 


ii^r was charged with havibg i)'r 

Wrted wcmi^y, the purport of,;which 

WA& to 

and to licdare th^t witlv re- 
'fp^V' to i?'^err.4 he hafirun 
rouOyoi unjuftlyr or fpoikd thetu of 
■any pan of thefr prcperty, but had be- 
to thf:m with kindnefsii, modera- 
tioii and juftice. 

At HHl iighf Comrupirs, he iaid, 
migibt appf.ar in 3ukvv,^rd lijirht? by 
Ihm ri}^ i h iia by thdie Vcry 

..Y’C'iffVjnSj :on, acdoO'Ht of ■ 

and 'j.vronsis occafroned by the pr ffoiie r,, 
they h^tib brought him to their Lord- 
fhips' bar to *tnrwcr for hi a adutiniftra- 
tion.. it was odd that tht?.,'.partk'r. in 
whofe behalf the prolecutiori had been 
CornrneTiced^ fliould come forward and 
rieda're that ihey had received ,n>o in¬ 
juries from Mr. 'Hafttnjjs, that he had 

done them no -^vrongs.. 

But Jbfar were the Mirn \ger3 for the 
Commons from btdng difiu>ncerted by 
tbefe iHfeflidhiiiH that they would Ire 
ihemfdvcs tin: ftdttQ olTcr them in evi- 
dence-'^their .Lo;’;:tfh?pH would then fee 
what little dependence ought to be 
placed upon atteflatiorui figned hy per- 
Ibna whafe lingers were flill Ovootiug 
with tliC pain dccalioncd bytUUME- 
scaKws> and who mevcrlhcUds could 
be prevailed on to declare uhder their 
hatuls that the man veho had wronged, 
tortured, plim^iered them, was their 
bencfa6'lor, Thek atteitationa, 
compartied bv the other evidence which 
theCommona would, produce, would 
ferve to Ihew the deplorable ft ate to 
which the wretched natives of Indm 
were reduced, v^dio were To much' in 
awe of their rulere, that fearing to 
complaip, they oven beftowed 
upon ihelr iindoerSf or, 43 the Poet 

“ they pa^ t^at homage *ivttn .ifte 
MOUTH ^vhirh ^//^.HEarj iivoiiidfain 
** PE NY, bi^’t ' ' ■ 

Tbefe alteftations would ferve at the 
fttme time to iliew the inOutnee which 

* Amonirft otliers, Mr. Burke made the follbwmg remarks, with a view to throw a 
ncUcuie over the whole of the attaftations, and deftroy their ttMh. 

They were he faid, like Uic ?.auuatxones of >tbe Ancients, with which the adwxatea 
of nerfoiu under accufations filled their fpeeches, and on which ttoy relied much for the ac- 
qalual oi their cliems.— “ But how little,’\faU Mr. Burk, =j, “ ou^ht Judges to truft 
‘ to thefe laui>aT?o^^s» when there Icatoely ever w;^S a crirtiinal yet hroaght to triat* 
-ttf who had not been able to produce them in his defence. Their Lordftiips knew that evert , 
Cams Verres had plumed hinvfdf upon the VavWatxo'Nes, by means of which he hoped 
not only to efcape piiniOirntrit, hue to overturn the aqcniadon, and cover his accufers witth 
confufmn, by Ibat thtre pot even al^xadow of groi^nd ih* charges tlxy 

■ ^ * ■' B «. 

, ' ■ ■ I ■ 


Mr. ILiftlngs: ftil! porrefIcdliyn|i^l, 

thrpugh the means of, 
yvho filf all the fub<n'din ^ic of^dFolT 
^guvernment m thiatTT.niAtTy. T'Ms ion- 
fluence whb fuftietpht to proAtire ligha- 
turea to aTiy,kjud ,pf|olblimTv 
by ^ th,e:.;'IVlehds’ , of, Mr,,'ingf,, m hi« ■ 
<h fence ii' 'iplitrunfients which, .however*’ 

- n h\ ort'Una|:cjy for. the,pnfbPevj,, , wo,y i d 
rlvK'al ■ theiycTy- for' wbich they ■ 

were .procuretlL>r;Thf;,y ' 

. fzm/.forncli^,hport^ .which' Mr* ■■' 

i ,;&od there^- 

• fore t.hey m’g.hr, tinmean'- 
.** ,|f Mr. ;P'aiHr)g;s ^AXAies'/.b/mfelf of ■- 
having: :my pg. 

'f don’t heiiCve him, \hm;^h he fpeaka 
agcdrfti hirrifelf j b< h«s not plun-. 
“ dered us, or, behaved, pthvrwjfeito 
** us l:h?m kimily.*^ That thits might 
not be i,hoMght ix forced conftruftion, 

,Mr. Burke read IrOtn:,one of thefc &t-s 
teftationra': dcdar-Mioti m.-nd-e ,t)y,a nH,- , 
tive pf great rank in fcdi.«- (from whom , 
. Haflings. aclniitt.cd he ,had recci-ved 
m<m ey) to th I a efte£b ^ ^ ‘ ihatth^:Q&*v(rmr 
CeYifTf'diimi ffe^nfer iixken a^fjy 

Mr* Burke rc-marlsed biimcroiufly 
upon the tide of thrfe altdUtmmi, 
which, he fold, all bore evplent marks 
of European birth. It dfear, he; 
fAtdjv they had been frf wiiiten in 
in all the {Impllcrry of a Wes¬ 
tern ibleV that they were afterwards 
tranflated into Ferfmf ai^d adornedl 
with the lofty metaphorf. of tlie ;1>^5 
and then turned once more into Englr/^ 
for the benefit of their TordOiips, 
The lame ideas, the fame arrsugemerit 
r«in through them all i the fuit tnat wa« 
feeii w'as lilced* and beWg liked was 
adopted by all, wh|ch jftfeMred that they 
were extremely weft-dakulated toooh- 
vey the ideas of the prifo^icr^'^ iVienda, 
aUd were therefore re“Cebix’d fr^ 
every part of Indtci ; an i thus watj 
ve rifi ed wh at VpIt airc h ad j p ft ly 1 hid> 
tei go NS hloi'B fmi foujotirs kE-* 
prrs^”’’ 


ckare-dliirwaif, Mr« 
^,_/wyertt u>l ,6 thtf .coTifidciatiif'B of 
H^lucbarge. ' , ' 

thatthe O^vcmment of Ii^i- 
dia was in a pccurraV ftiitfioer expofe;d 
to Umptation and caufed 

to be vead by Mr. Oi'cy, one of the 
Manager*^, a minute entered in \the 
cpiincii*booit of Calcutta? by the latjC 
Lord Ciiv^? which pomted out tlk ex- 
Jftenc r of this eydb ^vn 4 the neceflh.y .of 
onpoiing n barrier ^gainft it Hisi Lord- 
•ihiprecooHT.endedit in flrong terms to 
the Court of:Direaoni to fettk upon 
the OoTcrnot General and upon the 
Coiihciiftej fach aamiglu place 

th-m beyonct the teach of temptation ; 
arid to ftriiSfiy forbid them to receive 
ijn 1/ prefenb from the natives. 

The Court of Diri^dtois tdt the pro¬ 


priety of what-was thus recommendfct 
they faw^ the extent to which cOrrufj^ 
lion had prevailed among ti*eir fervantV 
who to their own pri^^tc troolum/lmt 
had facrificed the interefts of the Com** 
pany, and the charaiSer of their coun¬ 
try. They, t);xerefore, refolved to form, 
a new government, upon the pUn re¬ 
commended to then?, and repofmg in 
Mr. Haftings the higheft invft th^t had 
ever been placed by them before in any 
of their fervauts, fent him to Calcutta^ 
and granted him a fplenct.ki fupport for 
his new digufry. 

By the covenants Into'which he en¬ 
tered with the Comp<iny, Mr. Hatting^ 
had bound himrelf never to receive any 
prefent from the natives above the 
value of 4C0I. 

In proportion as the tnifl: thus re- 


<* had bro^Jght againft hjnt. Ttieii* Lonlftiips knew that even Caius Verres, whofe name for 
'f and had palled into aand vvho had neaiu-y BRr 

s tRoxr.o'. Si/;iLT? was ahlo to procure t^i'^e/athns from that ifland—that be had msde 
ahd jujiicef ihe of his cbndud^ \vlvilft ho was Governcr of that 

conntrv. 

Is it thfco matter of rurpriz/. that Mr. H.sftings ftionld procure atujatkfst to his chara^^r^ 
■f'y from Jj c<yi 3 ii',ry vdiere hir. influence is kept up by mean^ of his naniertoiis dc|)cndaiUs, who 
«V fill ah the iubordinate dcpartmenis of government, and tvhere coufetpif^ntly the wretched 
** rKitiv(?s dam i'K)! remfe any ihirig which the partizaos of Mr. Haftixigii may think proper to 

\fr. Had logs had rdfii^ed this reafon for turning out ah the ofKcers in Bengal who had 
« to Eeza KHaj\ for their appointments: That if thefe pebplo 

« . . ; been fu/hued to remain;in power, it would have been irnpoftible to bring their prifi- 
I ipal to fhis was a good reafon, it wouid deftroy the whole force of rhe 

aiifpiikm in favour of Mr. Bidhngs p for to adopt his own words, it might he faid that 
/j^ cf'Oid not be hroogbt lO iuftica whilli his depebd^^ remaiaed in power in Indinj and 
U the ^rxamph ol Mr. HaftingF was ftich as might be foftow<?d in any inftance, the Com- 
movr- tn ghh aK to trial, dob re that ah ^he dependants of the prifoner, holding 

bjicfi ni ii'.dia, fliOMid be removed from their.fttu.itions, {protherwife it would be impofliiblc 
IV hum'! h ni to jvifttctt. 

*• But rhe Corrimons could not think of in^itaiing the arbitrary dirpofttioti of a man, who 
wagfc4 war :igaii'tU even the friends or dependants of th^ perfon wdu>m lie wanted to 
pimirti. So far, therefore, w'ere the Coinmons from wifbing tb:»t thefe people ihmiUi be* 
«< diir.iilLd, that they would ’hi mfejves produce in evidence againft the prifoner, thofc very 
w procured by his friends, and on which he feenned to rely fo much for his de- 

** fencaV 

The produ^hon of thefe lavdatiohrs appears to me>- faid Mr. Burke, to indicate t^at 
if the prifoner ha', no great dependance upon the w<jr//i,ot his caufe; and I augur'but badly 
of his deienev, wheti 1 fte him refort to thnfe means, to which perfons Ibnding at t’lO 
« bar of fh.f inft rioi fccuits of criminal law in this count! y, never fail to have recouric, w'httn 
<« they- are iiot able 10 *:h^*^kh'es by evidence rehiting to the with winch.they 

<< ^re chargvd,—^t the Old Bailey^ perfons who aroindi'‘U’d for murder, bwrghny, robbery^ 
it &c*' ' Mways call^ evidimce to char act ej*, when they have no defence with refpjjdl to 
** jaiK ' " 

h^ AVitneffes are than produced, who dechire that they have known the prifoner from a 
*t voy, that he always bore a good and houeft bharaaer, and that they ivould truft him with 

u I atsdd gold. 

But, my \ords, m.irk the confequence,—This admrahk charader is geuierally followed 
«» by vh« vetdkl---outLTy'*-*^''*^i'j ahd muft always be the cafe, w’hena man has nothing 
«♦ bi5i. to c/ppofe to irrefragable proofs i ajid viuQxx iljdfaihr id a commodity fa 

** to be mauufaiTtured or proevtredf’* ^ 
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ifivn Ivfr. Hafttrjgs and the con fi- 
placed’in him were gr'eafi’.fo' in 
p^rtfOr) wajt hia guilt m yiohiting 
MjSm, He maintained the fytlem of cor¬ 
ruption winch he waaientto dc ftroy, and 
he took BR i B.E8 f thong li he was bound 
jzot to receive fa much as pkesents. 

With rdpeci: to hiii receivih;- mo¬ 
ney, he had admitted, m his defence, 
that the bid'often h^ippened ; but 
then he Jidtifieel'.his condafi}: in thofc 
cafes by faying, that money in Indta is 
often given as a trihile, and that 
in that light and that oniy he had re« 
ceivecl it. But this defence could not 
bear him out;. 

There were ip India, B'lr. Burke faid, 
hut two ffik'cki! of payments, except for 
goods bought Sind fold, that could be 
called One was called a .i'fis- 

CUSH, and vy^asthe copfidcration Which 
was given for a grant of iat mindaries, 
lands, The amount of this p^'f- 
culh was always fpecified in the grant, 
and was always paid into the Exche¬ 
quer. The fecond . fpeeiea waa called 
a nasair or nt 2 wmn{thi, and was given 
as a token or acknowledgment of de~ 
pendixnce» from an inferior to \{m hpe- 

rior» 7 he na^tir was always trifling; 
thi bighea he bad ever heard bt in 
llid'a, ?s gwep to ?\ naiinje^ conhflied of 
xoo pit cei> of a gold coin worth about 
ihirtj*fix Jh?Jli?i^s each^ and this naxtr 
was te no lefij a man than the Sovereign 
ofindaftan, the Gn at Mogul himfelf. 

But what might be a proper prcfeiit 
to the King of Pelht, would be too 
trifling for Mr» who took 

whole lach of mpees' a$ cf tlnu* 

Of the firft of thefe two fpecles Of 

E ayments Mr. Haflings could nbt avail- 
imfelf, becaufe the pefciifli formed a 
part of the public revemie; iind the 
lecond could be no gratification to him, 
becaufe the money that could he fairly 
taken under the denomination of a n»» 
air, mufl neceflarily be only to a ftnall 
amount; and therefore when betook 
large fums from the n^itives, for his 
own piivate life, they could be confi- 
dered, let them coloured by what 
they might, only in the light of bnbes* 
As to the PROOFS which he intend¬ 
ed to produce of the RECErpi of 
BRIBER, Mr. Burke faid they were of 
two kindsT>-one pr.ifumpii<ve* the other 
pofit 'i^e} and both, he hoped, would he 
found fully fuffident by their Lordlhipf?. 

begged leave here to diferiminate 
the parts ofthe charge towhich hefnterid- 
td to apply the evidence# , x 



Mi% Hafflhgs was direeled by 111 
periiJVs ?n Leadenbalhiltreet: to r? 
Mohammed Rey.a iCin fjpm fbi 
flees v/hiph he betd under the Nabob- 
of Bengal, and to enquire Into his con- 
dudt du>'ing his adminiflraiion/which 
was, fufpeificd' to'.be corrupt.' , "" 

■ Mr., Haflhugti executed'; the order, 
but with a degn-ee of rigour not cn- 
Jos ned, and n at wa-rrantgd by h is in * 
flruitions^-He had Mahommt'd 

tes^i Khan and carried 

under .1 miHfcary giMjrd to Calcutta., 
vv'here''’^e,.''was,kept"'a-'. priTbher for ,:near : 
twocyearsviiuder a'fcyisfk,;rdlraiut, imr 
h'.-^ was not 'only not ftifferel ‘to p!|y,a 
VI fit, but was hot.perttMed even .to 
receive one*; , ' ' . , 

, Thistreatmrnt of a man of Hluftrious 
rstiik di^nfSett .the nativewho beheld 
7;f*th indignation,,a man coniined under 
a military guard, whpi had flllcd the 
highdl ofltces in th<i who had 

been a kmd of Vicefoy of a great' king¬ 
dom, midef the i. arid 

wbo, Mr. Bu f ke fa i J, if hc cou U1 coih- 
pare fltuatipns in lodi.i with thdfe 
which were in fome degiee fmvilifr ia 
Engiiind, united in his owh per •on the 
fcveral higri of Firfl. Lord df the 

Tre-afuryf Lord High CiVatrceil.^r, 'Lora 
Chief Jufliee, 'and Lord Arc;hbifli<)p bf 
CanterbufyV and' 'Who,' for the fupport' 
of his great digpity, had a fahiy Or in¬ 
come of ic,p,o.ooh ,, 

Though'it migiit have been proper 
to enquire into the conduCl; of a mm 
fufpea-cd of ma|..,adnu7djfiauoi7, yr,t 
Mohammed Rezi Khan wau not a per- 
fon, to be treated with iiu-gnity ; all 
that could be ru'ceflary on the occ'aflon! 
was, fotofecare him,.that fle might be- 
forthcoming w'hco *his iadges 
ready to try him. / The rigour uRd by 
Mr. H.!u[lings w i$ employed for corrupt 
purpores, namely, to comp. 1 that Mi- 
njfter to indulgence of the 

Governor General. 

Mr. Haflings praaifed upon hi-; feai-ft 
more ways than^one. He ue'ed if he 
wai- going to prOetred againfl f.is pri- 
foner with unrelenting rigour; arid with 
this view he did a mo ft cruel thing, 
for he turned out of office every ndive 
in the whole kingdom of Bengal, who • 
was indebted for Ids appointment to 
Mohammed Reza Khan, anif ftricd up 
all the vacancies wirh perfonw knowm 
to be enemies to that unfortunate. Mi- 
niftcr. -In canrequenceof thi> meirnre, 
great numbers of poor people were re- 
4weed {0 povurty by tlic lofs of placec 


r 6 3 


iirtd and' wlikb 

"Wvihkt only fvi.p|>Ort'.^ 

Vy!tlna'i5gi. h HljivUitfie^^ tbrs mea« 
the of DirteVurR by fay - 

iiig, £:• »t vf it/h;>d nqt tiktTj piacti jibc 
. ipfU»'^^^;;2 i>f Kh^n 

ivonlj hw ilidtd 4U’-videni2e oi' h>s 
pi\Vll, through the,m^:an& of iiisj crea- 
•i'Uivii in , 

W.ho wouUI ttot roini*:) %«d Mr. 

ludi ftep)5 as thell% that 
Ob A n i m t (1 K han. w h r g ui n,g t o 

bt'jput to a fe'v.’Tc trial? Vi»^iu) w oiUI 
^ot thiak u;4 bt was ro exp<.'^i: not'h'u?^ 
but jufticei.. Bulthofe who 

mkht: think k j knt'W lit He of Mr. 
i'iafuivi''^; (brirvfa^lf Mobaium'rd was 
diimiifed not only witl'.out pu Mlbtnent» 
bvrt without trlaU %o ihat it rn.kht 
fairly b« pre'onofrd, vn\ thrp^s confn.k:tr- 
ud, that ha it w'as not of ihit 

ipa.n which hadcaukd him tube lrer.tccl 
with (b much «,nj'aA.in<'*l)le rigour at 
firli't fo it v/:i 5 not to his innotence that 
he was indebted for the reitoiauon of 
his liberty, abU the end that was put to 
all proceeding;? ngainft him. it might 
bedaivly inferred he had randii pf^ace 
^?th Mr. Hallh>g8^ /tiid given puefi 
O'f his innoceocf: with which a Court 
o f Juftia wo a) ti ^ n ot have bee ri fa lif- 
ft<d. ' ^ 

He tniiled their I^ordfiitps w'nuld 
. agree w'rh iiim» ibut mfhis whole pro- 
jceeditig there wvfi Itron^; 

-that Mr., HaftingS'/o/uhth'S Miif- 
iMinian his liberty, and ihc latter actu¬ 
al iy paiJ the price torit. 

'Tiiere was tbmething in ekcu^tjiaHces^ 
■which he coidiclered in evidence as 
finitcvy ftrnnger than the moft 
4 n.Uh, And AS aceulatior.Ji might fairly 
b'-repelled in fomi fuiuiicvns by the 
chrir>u^ers of the parties accufed, fo 
they might he fupported by them and 
b)' circumft iners* 

For intUnceT laid Mr. Burke > if a 
\VK? to fwear to me ^tbat be had 
iceti the i^ord Ctinnccllors the Cord 
ph.ef-jultice, an«l the Archbilhop /of 
Canterbury, iH/lheir robes, rcMhi^^- 
on ihe highway m open d,ty, I would 
not believe fuch an afferliotu though 
upon o/4f, bcuaufe the )i(a fo 1 worn to 
V/ould be contrary to all rules of piroba- 
A'7//yy a»jd to tlie tharuB^n the ptr- 
ibnsg^s id accufedj and tonCqu^'ntly 
in r.redi bk; H nt were J to lee. a man, 
Tftdmfe^chAraCttr fi)r corruption was ge* 
u^rally know'n, lake a rich perfon into 
cadedy, threaten him with the ven- 

. gcan>ce of the kw, and the power o.£. 



bk enemies, aftil afterwfttds not 
.vet pumlb that perfon but 
without having fn much as trieu hkd 
M’otild infcMHly fay to myfelf, tiv* tlgh 
man has hribfdtw'^. prcfeciuof, and ptir- 
cliH fc d impunity w i rh the r,t c j I fi ce of a 
part of hii’ wc-dth. And iu tuia 

J ihouM not fear than J wa:?,p,i(kn‘: a 

jutl^mcut, rbuiigh ] ,h ul oc . t 

puiof ib.kl the hribfi wa.-i acli -ib v x^vre., 

The iKxt pouit to w'h'Wh Iv?: bt'rke 
f^ki he intsjivdfd to r\pply prcfu^;pt^m 
tvifhmce, rtfUed to Muuny iC 
But he apprized their Icirplhips, that 
he dkl not mean to conMne Hirnfed vn-** 
tioly to prtfutnpuive proofs or' this 
head* 

- When Mcliammcd Rfz.n Khan Was 
removed from his pf!iccs» one of wiu h 
was tuiii; of Giurdiah and Chier Mi* 
Differ to the then I-^abobof BVrigftU who 
'A'hr at that time a ndnor, Mr. Haliujgii 

ordetfd by the Court^ of X)ire*5ldrs 
*0 fupp^y his place with foine man of 
known integrity. 

Did Mr* Ha id mgs pay ready obedi¬ 
ence to this order ? N<<. On the con-* 
Uary^ he C'-urpl.-tcly dilVeg irded it ; 
and ivdread of it man 9 nam.d, A'wa?jU!n 
U> fill ^h',' knportatit <^fri< e of Cuartiian 
and ydnijicr to the youhg Prince. 

Thri ciicumft-tuces intending this 
appouitmeut were ^of a r.ature that 
Itrongly tndicat .d coxritpiion in the Go* 

• vernor GeiK‘nb‘r-To make this appttir 
clearly, Mr. Burke gave a fhort hv/tory 
of Munny B'rgitm, This woman waa 
born a slave, a damcing girl 
by Trade, and prostitute by pro¬ 
fession’. Tnofc who knew any thing 
of luclia, knew that the pan’CINQ 
GiiiLS were the very outcafls of fp., 
cifty. Dancing in India was not c<jn- 
fidertd as in Europe; tt was not that 

ma}rpc wbicH 

gives cafe ana'dignity to the carriage, 
which polilhea the manners without 
corrupting the moraI;7, and which the 
moil innocent nid virtuous of the fair 
fi'X very properly lludy tu acquire and 
improve,'‘ Dancing in India contifted 
in imvtodejl and lafc!*vious gefturcs, and 
in atilions which could not oc named in 
an affcmbly futh au he had the lionour 
to adcirefs. This dancing g\ri» this 
Munny Begum wa*; employed, atr^mg 
others, to dance bcf(»re the prefcul 
Nabob’s father, who taking a likmg to 
her, for feme time carritd on a com^n 
fjterce with her; fbc told him at lafl 
(he w^as pregnant, and made him bc-» 
U^veibg viias (p by hUB* VpoLi this he 



to ttse fifraglln^ whcvo fhe 
, »vt?r 5 'G) of c’V'loo's whereJ’he 

<rrate;l v/ioi thf' Mne refpe<it a?5 
re A oi* tiK iwlicti of th^t 
Her influence 'W-n lb i^reat> that flie 
procured her/^a^ard ftm to Ibcceetl tU^. 
M^bobt to .the pVtjudice of hie leglti- 
Tn,^te, child^em^ wnd accordirigly Ke 
ascended the throne, after the death of 
liii fuppofed father* Hia mother had 
all natbority undtr him j biit hit' rcigrr 
V^ss of a Ihort duration, for he died a 
minor- Th€ ddeilf Tcgitimat.e foo of 
Tcbe old Nabob wa# thttu raifed to the 
tbrnne, and te Tr^other, a pnncefv of 
illuftriioufi birth,. W-is invefted with the 
cVomiBion of the feiraglio, from which 
Munny Begum had been removed at 
the death of her fon. Under thi$ 
young Nabob, M<?h?im?r.ed Reza Khan 
governed the country* When Mr, 
ffatUngs removed him i the I'PuU of the 
Nabob requeued the Oavt’rTior General 
vrould appoint /i/m' to fill the vhcaucy 
occalVoned by thi >5 vemev’'/*! i the aacle 
was a Prince whom Mr, Hafiings him- 
felf deicrihed asS a man withemt ambi- 
tiorjy aod by no m.ians dangeroiu 5 
and therefore he might have been ap¬ 
pointed with fnfety to the Company's 
irtterdt. But this Prince he 

h«d nnihirig to fnpport hiOifclf and 
family but a pen (ion from the Com - 
pauy? a perfon /c^ yii/wnW had little 
chance of fucceeefing wUli a man of the 
chara^er of Mr. HaflmgJi, 

The peribn moft fit for the fers-glio 
was the rerpedabU* mother bf the Na¬ 
bob; but Munby the dam- 

ciiKo Gikij who knew’the world, gain¬ 
ed thefavour oF Mr. Maflingaby means 
of itrefjUHt arguments, and by him 
wft(i appointed ruler of the king¬ 
dom, in the nam<M)f herwhofe 
own mother rcinovbdv 
Xhus, inftead of appointing to 
fiicceed MobaromerJ Reza Khan, ac¬ 
cording to the Company's orders, he 
appointed a nL^Qfna7i^ who, according to 
the manners of Afl^, could r-pt be/mi, 
and to whom no one coiRd Jpeak but 
on a diflt-reht tide Of a curtain front 
her ; and a woman fo fltUvUted was 10 
prefide over the adminiftratiton of all 
aflairs, civfl, jiJidicial, rtl gioiis, and 
military. 

By order of the Company, Mr. H vf- 
ti^igs wa-3 to appoint to tbis fdU'Uion a 
peribn of intrgrhy : the w <y in which 
he obeyed hit* Vupcriors'was by trufling 
the government of the country,, ami 
education‘of the young Princtd to 


a perfori wV.o,Vh«tlrig briija ft 
GtkF., had been Sf toi^rja a >ros^ 
T D T E by? R;.«> ^ E 5 3 10 M. 

To aeeouni fojf diK fl'.'MngC cortdm!??:. 
hi ibe, Governor Ocnerai, Mi\ Burke 
faid,.' MtitiViy Begum off 'red '/wo 

5?,?l,oxiob Rcrluig fe 
the tituation* Mr. HliRings accepfed 
the ofer, touched th<! tuouf y; and fhe, 
to the difgracc of the 
ment^'V/aa placed at the head of aifairv^. 

But the difobedience -of orders did 
not Ilop here. The Court of 3 lre<fl:oi » 
ordered Mr. H4tfnga to rn vG* reduc¬ 
tions in the Nabob^s 
and catfic the iavings ta be paid, into 
the CoirJpany*s ti^eafiny. .Tlbay or¬ 
dered him at the fame time to cauib 
regular accounts of t.hafe lavinga to he 
kept, and tranroiitted from time to 
timq to England.; ^ But though the re¬ 
dumptions wei:e jmadei,no 'account of the 
favings tvas kept, af leail none were 
cvcrtranfmitted.to Enidand. The Fav- 
ingg, howt’vcr, wore 1 ;now n to arivourjt 
to about a year, the whole 

of which, if was c.ttrcmely'probable, 
Mr* Haftings h^d converted tO his owa 
private life > for what w-as remarkably 
fufpicious in all f h<■. ft, itr h mVi om re - 
lative to Mohammed Reza ICb:;'.! and 
Munny Begum,. lUe ,G »vi rnor Gcnerfi 
acted without ' the concumnee, or fo- 
much of hij»Colk‘agae» 

in the-Council. 

Thus ai) the pMU.i'rvhich the Conci^ 
party hid taken to \pi?x{^ their fa vantu 
beyond the fc.ioh of fesnptatiou,. or at 
leak otiont(/tra^x w-ert entirtiy idfi:-*- 
ii\ vam had they .letih d u^bu ^ Go ¬ 
vernor General au income of near 
3 ' 0 ,oooU'fterdng « . year, which had 
been thought hiflicicnt lor that put-' 
pole, not \i4i'c\y by the Court ot I)i- 
reefor?, but by ifac CQuncil of Bengal 
itfelf. . 

If Mr. Hafl:ing« himfelf was to he. 
Ix'lk’ved, it wa« .fuflicient not only to 
ftipport in {'pkndour the oFirief of Gor 
vernor General, b'-t cu.ihle him in a 
itvv years* (the piilbne^i^’s own wbvds} 
“ to lay by enough to make htrn com- 
foi tabic and independent all the rcll of 
his life.*’ The prilboer had enjoyed 
that litu.Ttion iic:^i:fiuneeA' yems^ .^nd 
yc/' it had been tfumpeted abroad by 
hi« friciuU, that he was comparative if 
poor. 3'n his Minnies in Council, he 
hoafied that fa me’and the good dpinloii 
of bis .ounlry were his great objeifls* 
beforq which all coiilldev. do of 
turn: or avtay* 
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fel'ire of f^me for f^rvlcos <?onc 
/country,/thou<^h not ^uirtue% 
^tahily the beft counkrfeit qV\\^ 
i'ubftiriite for it , and vvae truly 
laudable:. The man wlioielt an ardent 
paffiojQ for honeft fame would be found 
iuperior to every groveiling paflion; 
ail his a(5i:ions v/oukl partake of the 
r rwlmg padiorb and bear the impreffion 
cf noblcnefs^ But nothing of this was 
to be found in Mr. Haft'Ajga .* he affeSed 
to dif, ef*ard a briiliarTt fortmie> mid to 
’look only for a competent one« and to 
onlff. ihv. p;md o/tnhn of hh court' 
trp What W!-'. a now his fit nation ? Ke 
had failed'in <fVery thing. By his own 
declaration, he ivbo wanted «r compe¬ 
tency onlyj was B. hankrupt ix\ foriune \ 
iind be who had condaotiy in.view the 
j^ood opinhit of kis country) which he 
coniiducd as the great reward of all 
his labours and fervices, waa now a 
frlfonfr at their Lordfhipa' bar» his 
cot:KTRy his ACCUSER. 

The accufitions which flood ag.ainft 
him were not for adta of direful de* 
ibUtioTi and Baughter* Siicii aifls in 
general were pn^Kteged crime#* the 
^ tffeds: offupcrkt z'H^^ and con- 

not likcl/io he often 
rtpe,itc€K But the crimes which were 
laid to tint charge orMr. Haftinga were 
of the,grovelling kind, which did not 
ufoslly groiv wpon ^ thrpnct but were 
in dmghiUs^ However, when 
they Were carried to the thfooe, ariil 
fauilioned by the higheft authorityt 
then they becAwe not the efle6lvS of a 
xnomtrtary pallion, but the confe- 
^aences of a fyit matic plan, which 
origiTjating in ^fordid foul, could never 
give way to a noble and generous im- 
' pulfe. 

The fpuataiu-hcad being corrupt 
attd impure, the whole llrcam mull 
.^fCtake of the Corruption ; the chief 
'WtT himfelf being the example of cor- 
ruplion, muft nccedarily encourage, 
inftead of rrprediMg and deftroyiug it; 
and thiH a general fyftem of bribery 
and peeulivtion take place througn'the 
whole government. This, Mr. Burke 
laid, was a true picture of the public 
fcrvice in Bengal, from one end of it to 
the other. 

Having dcvelt long upon this point, 
Mr» Burke next adverted to thofe acts 
cf corruption of which Nuflcomar had 
given information to the Council. 

. The charge# brought by Nudeomir 
againli the Governor General depend¬ 


ed.'.ipon many circumlf'dncCs,* .trid 
had named fo many Vi^itneifes wh 
were to lupport them, that If they 
were falfe, he afforded the very heft 
means that Mr. Haflinga could wiOi to 
refute them.—But without ever de- 
that they '.vere faife, he rciufcd 
to meet them ; be vilified the .iccufcr, 
and repeatedly drifolved the Council, 
that hixS colbaguesjulghc not be able to 
proceed in their enquiries jnto thefe 
charges* They made fomc progrefc, 
how^cver, and KuncomiA*'’® evidence 
together with that of his fun Rajah 
Gourdafs was taken, in w'hich they 
mentioned the Turns which they them- 
felves had paid him in the name of 
Munny Begum; the very fpecies of 
coin iii which they were p-md j the bags 
in which the money was tied up, and 
the cxclumge that paid, and to 
whom, fur giving the current coin of 
Cal;:utta in its (lead. This was cor¬ 
roborated by a letter from Munny Be¬ 
gum herfelf: and to crown all, Hun- 
comnr dehred that Caoto Baboo, Mr* 
Hafting8*s own banyan, might be exa¬ 
mined to all thefe points. The Go¬ 
vernor General, however, who was 
bound by regard for his own honour, 
who was bound by the orders of the 
Company to enquire into adts of pecu¬ 
lation and corruption, and by an 
of Parliament, luwlcr the authority of 
which CommU’fioncrs hjid been Tent to 
India for that purpofe, i%ot only difo¬ 
beyed the Company and the Lcgifla- 
ture, but would not fufFer his own fer- 
v<int to obey cither. It might be pro¬ 
per, perhaps, for a man bold in cou- 
iclous rectitude, to oppofe his general 
charaPler to general accufalion j but it 
wf^s a mark of we.ikncfs, not to fay of 
guilt, to oppofe general charadVer to 
Jpedfic accurations, fuch as* were the 
enargea brought againO; him by Nuii- 
comai*. He had indeed reviled that 
Rajah, called him wrUch., and the molt 
Conremptibk of bis country. ■' 

But Kuncomar was in his own coun* 
try, by hiy hirtu equal in dignity to any 
Peer among their Lordlbips ; m facreik 
nefs of character to any JiiJAqpi m gra^* 
vit}> of deportment to any Judgey'and 
in fortune to moik Princes* 

Here Mr. Burke faid, that if the 
Counfel llnmld hereafter be injudi** 
ciotis a.s to attempt fb bring forward the 
tonviitioj) ot Nuucomar, for the pur- 
pufe of deflroying the effect of thefe 
cuarges, he would open that Icene of 
, aiLOOU 
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to thdr I/Or4nTi'*p9' dew, and 
hem ho w Nun ciya \Ar s, m u r- 

under forma of law. 
laid point on which i^r. Burke 
touched, wai$ t;he lack arul a half of 
rupees given to Mr. HaftiriKs, aa a 
bribe, when he w-'ntto M'lorflicdabad, 
the refidcnct* of the N,ib;>b of Beng ij* 
It appeared that the TfealVer of that 
Prince, ntit knowing under, whal head 
of accounts to place the expenditure of 
that fum, confuUed iht Prince, who 
defired him to piU it under the head of 
cxpcncfts hrenlf^ria^'»i^S OaftiTigs. 

^o,w riich cxpencefl could not have 
been incurred on this bead ; for the 
entertainment muft have been not only 
extravagant, but ablblately beyond the 
means of the iSl^bob^ as their X^ordihips 
fliould fee. 

By order of the Company the Na* 
bob’s allowance for all hia expences, 
bad been reduced from 250,000!. a 
year to i66,cipoh now the entertain¬ 
ment of Mr* Hailifvgs, at the rate of a 
lack and a I'upces for Icfs than 

three mouths that he ftaid with the Na¬ 
bob, mult col): 2O0I. per day, and near 
70,0001. a year 5 and as' Mr. Mtddle- 
toii had alfo a large allowance for e.n^. 

alni.oft the •tv/wla of the 
Nabob’s income muft have been fpent 
upon thefe i%w » d^.grec of 

horpitality this would be^ which^ no 
Prince in Ada or Europe could aftbrd 
to exercife* 

But what rendered it extremely 
fhameful in the Governor General, who 
adrpitted he colt the Nabob the 
lack and half of rup,^^»> though he 
wPidd not allow that he nad po^cketed 
the money, to fiilfer fuch an article aa 
this to appear under the head of enter- 
iahWienty was, that by the redudion of 
the Nfabolva income, he had reduced to 
abfolute beggary Miotfourteenhunj^red 
of the decayed mhility and gmtrj of 
Bengal, who by tlie inirodu6r(on of the, 
Englilb into thif country, w'ere driven 
from all places, both Civil and military, 
which wefe ^ngrolTcd by theft foreign¬ 
ers, and luid nothing in the World to 
fubfift upon, hut fmall penftont from 
the Nabob, which were taken .'from 
them when that Xhince’s allowance was 
reduced. 

Had the expence to which Mr. Haf- 
tings put the Nabob been allowed for 
the ufe of this body of gentry, it would 
have fed them all, numerous as it was; 
bill it W .19 as it were fated, that Mr. 
IXaftings couUl not fo much as tUne 
without creating a famine* | 


Thu.'; it, was that Mr..Haflings ] 
lio.t upon tlie "apuUn^y bjit the /C'i'vj^ 

' needyi and the .at 

pence did he ermn 

XXe was not.like the which 

feeme;! to prioe itfeff iu contending 
.with a prey th it was able’* to ftruggle 
with,it j but he Was like a F^dturst that 
faJEl;e.ned upon :CarrUny. a prey that 
could make rio reliftance. 

There was a mockery of feeling in 
the acl’bu.ht ^givep by Mr. Haftings of 
the iitu/ation o.f thefe decayed gentle^ 
nie u. Me'ITd. that he redfed w ithout 
reluiiiahce the mcr 

rjagerfes and ftayea 5 bbf was 

obliged to cut o0; the W^bijeh 

he knew to be the only fiipport^^pf thefe 
Unfortunate families, h.p Mid ,his Eeart 
wa» bleeding whillf he was,^oihg li* 
£:t£CRAB BE H vTpd.R'is x '! cricd Mr^, 
Burke, iNsui.Tmitf .BitY! I kppw 
nut in which thl^ man moft cvuel--r 
in ftripping thede people of th/ir 
only fupport-^pr iu pretending to fee I 
for their dlftrtdfes, wbep the daily ex- 
pence to which his table put the Nabob, 
woidd have removed them 

ft being by this time four oViock;, 
Mr. Biuke fdd^ be would not detai:! 
their LordibipsJuiy longer iBiidpy with 
theopenhig af the lcvuit'hch^ 

Thrdr LcrdlbipA then the 

Court. 


Thirty-Seventh Day. 

WEDNES.nAV> April £?,. 

The LordH met in tbei.r robes a® 
lifiial} but on avebuhr of the i'udckn 
itidifpolitioh of Mr- flurke, the I'riaV 
w«aR adjourned till Saturday, and a 
myirage fent to the C^ommuws to ac¬ 
quaint them therewitb. 

T H I R f Y' -£ 1 G 1H T H D A Y. 

SATpRpAy, AIrel 25. , 

This day Mr. Burkb proceeded ‘n 
his openingof the feveuth artlde of im¬ 
peachment, 

H e I cmiudetl t h e i r bofd Bi * ps > that 
when he had laft the honour of addref- 
ling theiifi, be ihewtd that from various 
circumftances attending m;‘hy ads of 
the prifoner’s adminiftration, there was 
ftrong ground for prefming ^0 hta 
guilty of corruption,‘and that this pt«- 
fiimption! of gU'^ was turned into cp;- 
taints by po/iti*ve that their 

Eorrilhips would have in this cafe the 
moft fatisfaCftory evidence-~/r(f/:vw//'>ce 
evidence, arlftng IVom the nature and 
C V circ\tmlftanc«» 
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?rcat^|it!ce8 ofthe meafures on which 
_i i*afir. vhen under cohfideration, 
loaded—and fofitvve ;;Yklcncc, 
e^fier in ^ivriiicn documents, 
or the oral tt'Ttimpny of witneifcs. 

The prefignptton t^t^wW^y aiifing, out 
of circu.mftatlces Vv'biOh atundpd the 
nstafrjre^'of the pfifoner's government, 
jsvas confirmed alAv by a variety of cir- 
cimr'h'm/;r.e3 that folUnved thofe rnea-» 
furts. On this ground he begged leave 
to go a little atlarge into the condud 
of the prifdnCr, which, he contended, 
was of and without any other 

proof; iSi0bM)t to fix Ufion him the 
guilt of pedtilation anrJ corruption- 
WhrfTf the Cotinoil of Bengal was 
neve modelled, and Sir John Clavenng^ 
Colonel Monfori, a,nd Mr. Francic, 
were i^ppointed merribers of it, orders 
were fent out by the Court of Direc¬ 
tors td that Council, to enquire into 
the adts of peculation and oppre0i(m 
that might. haVe been committed upon 
the natives by any of the Company’s 
Servants in In<ilia.. 

In obedience to tbefe orders, the 
three geiitleraen whom he had juft 
named fet op foot an <^ftr(ulry into 
the truth of charges of bribery and 
peculation delivered at the Board 
asainft the Governor .Genernrhjmfelf 
jfnt that gentkman, inftead of meet¬ 
ing the charges with that confidertcc 
which became a man hold in confeious 
inndeerice, nfufed to make any de¬ 
fence *. nay-» he refukd to meet the ac- 
cuferi;—and refifted all enquiry to the 
utmoft of bis power. With thiivview 
he repeatedly dllTolvcd the meetings of 
the Council, and endeavoured, as far 
a;i in him lay, to Ixuftratc their re- 
fearc' -a, and to withftand the autjio- 
rity of the Company, by oppoiing the 
exectition of the orders Cent from the 
Court of Directors to the Governor- 
General and Council, to ft't fuch en- 
qnirieH on foot. 

Such a line of condtidf could not 
h.ve been adopted by the prifoner but 
with a view to fereen himfelf from the 
confluences, which he well knew 
muft folkw enejuiry. The fhifts to 
which he was driven to fave appear¬ 
ances, at the fame time that he wilhed 
to cicape dele£lion and panifttment, 
I'trved onjy to tonfirm and give addl- 
tiu’riid w'cight to the charges that had 
bc^'n brought agalnft him* 

lyotwithitanding his defire to be 
t'uuight innocent, he never once at- 
tcmptul to deny the rceept of the mo¬ 


ney which he was accufed ofhav 
taken as a bribe; but of 

tempting to defend himfelf, began fd 
attack upon his coMe»|tK*8 at the 
Council Board, whpm he charged wdth 
partiality, and a k*Utl of tonfpiracy to 
deftroy his character* 

Inftead of ft)ewing that the accura¬ 
tion which had been recorded agAuift 
him was unfounded, he endeavoured 
to prove, as far as bare affertions could 
prove it, that Sir John Clavering, Co¬ 
lonel Monfon, and Mr. Francis were at 
the bottom of this iiccufation, ind that 
it was on their fuggeftioxi that k waa 
brought. 

But even if that had been true, and 
thefe gentlemen had really encouraged 
others to ftanefforward^aud accufe the 
Governor General, could it be faid 
that it followed from fuch s^ cirewm- 
ftance, that the accuftttion was falfe» 
and that his colleagdes had fuborned 
and cox.> n te n a n ced fa 1 fe wi t n e ffe s 
Might it not be inferred that the en¬ 
couragement held out op fuch an oc- 
eafion, might be no more than this— 
that thefe gentlemen would proted all 
perfons, who, hr;ving any diffcovery to 
make relative to of bribery, cor¬ 
ruption, or peculation, committed by 
any of the Company’s fervanU, would 
ftaiid forward, and communicate it to 
the Board ? 

As it was at leaft poftihle that the 
motives of thefe geniltmtu might be 
good, what could the world think of 
the only fpecier. of defence made by 
Mr. Haftings, which confifted in no¬ 
thing but the ^illfyinpr and tcaihclng of 
the gentlemen, w'ho, in ol^edicncc to 
the orders of the Court of Dir colors,, 
their fiiperiors, were endcavoitring to 
difeover whether any, and wh^t aifls of 
peculation had been committed by the 
Bnglifh in India, and by whom7 

Kven if thefe gentlemen had beeu 
animated in their enquby by a fpirit of 
hoftility to Mr. Haftings, and had given 
evident marks of a determined lefolu- 
tinn to reprefent him to the Court of 
Directors as guilty of peculation, ftilb 
as’m piufning the enquiry, no matter 
with what motive, they were in point 
oijaB ading in obedience to the or¬ 
ders of their fupirTiors, it was the duty 
of the acGufcd, atleaft, (o declare that 
the accufdtion brought ngainft him v/a» 
unfoitndtd. ILkI Mr. Haftings done 
this, he might have availed himfelf af¬ 
terwards of the adv.intagc v/hich thii-5 
evident hoftiiity ot hu colleagues 

would 
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ltd h^)v^ given biW) »wd niadc it a 
feeral part of bis defence- 
ut from the day on which the 
arges were fndt brought, down to 
the prefect niowtnti Mr Haftlng» had 
wever once ventured to fay that the 
grounds' of the charges w^rt falfe, and 
that he iiad ue^^er received the I'ums of 
mloney which He was accufed of having 
taken as bribes. 

But it was a nf^neb c^fier talk to rail 
at his coUeagites» than to difprove the 
charges. Upt'oruinateliy, howevcr> for 
Mr. Haftings, the characters of thofe 
colleague.^ flood far beyond the reach 
of his calumny. The gentleman 
amongfl them ?gainft whom the Gover¬ 
nor General Uvc-'leU hit* moft bitter in- 
vc'Slivts,, and v/hom he confidcred as 
moft holDle to him, was the late Sir 
John Clayerinjr, whom many of tiieir 
Lord (hips muft have known. 

No one who had evc|r been acquaint¬ 
ed with th,vT. wot thy man, or with his 
charaiBtr, hut m,u;l feel that fuch a 
perfon w is incapable of adling under 
the impulfc of the pitiful motives to 
which Mr. Haftings had aferibed Ids 
condud. The world knew that hehad 
pafled through the difterent degrees of 
the military profeflion with a chara<fter, 
which pointed him ( ut as a model for 
the whole army to imitate. His repu¬ 
tation for r.nimpeachahle honour and 
inflexible integrity, endeared him to all 
bis acquaintance, and to the whole 
army. His heart was as free fr*ora the 
meannefs which prompts fome men to 
fupplant others, or to injure them in 
their good name, .'’S his reputation was 
from bain or blemilh. In a word, Sir 
John Cl<»‘*'ering was no U fsan lU'namcnt 
to human nature than to Ivis profeflion j 
he was as good a man as he V!v:\b an 
able officer. 

What advantage then could Mr. 
Haftings expert to derive from an at¬ 
tempt to impute hafe or dilhnnourable 
motives lo fuch a perfon ? This was a 
qu<:ftion to which Mr. Burke laid he 
would give no other anfwerthan this—‘ 
That the prifoner niuft have thought it 
fafer to do or fay any ihi«»g rather than 
plead to the charges brought againll 
him, or fuffer the enquiry to proceed, 
whilft the poffibvlity of cruffiing it was 
iliJ! in his power- 

Jn point ofYat'f, Hafilnga derived 
no advantage Vrom this attack upon Sir 
John Claveifing and his colleagues. 
The Conrt ot biveiloYs, to whom all 
t|j€ ipiputea thu had been entered ip 
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Council^books by both parties, i 
to the char^iss brought againfl:k?i_ 
Haftings, had been ftnt, in the toofk 
txprelis and pohtive manner approved 
of the conduct of the former, arid cen- 
fured the latter for having refvftcd the 
enquiry which they themfelvei had 
ftriftly enjoined the Council to inftd/cte 
and purfue : and they further covo 
manded Mr. Haftings t.o give them ra* 
tisfadlioo on thofe points vrlijch formed 
the heads of rhe accufation againft him, 

But the Cpprt of.B'rf’Clorfii'ould not 
make Mr- ijaftinga 
their orders. T|e prcfgdftfe iiidttd, 
that he w'OuM expLnn thofe points ^ 
bin he found means to evade the per- 
form a n ce of h ’ a pr om i fe . 

Here Mr. Boi'k,e obferved, that when 
a perfon accufed fays be will explain 
the round 8 of the charge, be mu ft be 
ccniidered as admitting tbe/flc?.> upon 
which the charge is founded, though 
be might afterwards deny.the infvrentei 
drawn from them. For none could be 
fo Abfutd as to y^xpiain whnt had no 
exijhnce^ 

But this explanation had never yet: 
been made 5 the cxcule pleaded by he 
prifoner, whilft he was in India was, 
that as the charges might be made the 
grounds of a profeeutton, or a fuit in a 
Court Law, he ought not to difclde 
his defence in the firtl hiflance, hut to 
referve it till he ffiouki be called upon 
to make it before a proper tribunal. 

Smee his rett)r>» to England, his ex- 
cufc was, Wat as no fuit or profecution 
was commenced againft him, he con- 
Gdered the bufiricfe u dropt, and a de¬ 
fence confequenily unnecefTary. 

Thus this excellent mafter Of the 
feience of defence w as able to p^i ry Off 
the neceiftty of explaining his condu^fc 
by means the moft Ijngular iuid oppor 
tite. If the accusation W'as to end tn a 
trial, he was not to explain before trial; 
and if the profccution was fuOcred to 
fleep, then there could be ho neccflhy 
fv)r an explanation ; fo that the charges 
might remain unanlwered for ever. 

Mr. Burke begged leave to rn='ke a 
remark or two upon the d.tnger w hH h 
the prifurcr affiiSltdIy fidd ought at¬ 
tend him,'if he w-as to expJaui riiti 
grounds of the charges, vvhdft- there 
was a pofilbility that they might termi- 
DAti in a trjak 

Froip thv good fellowlhip in which 
it appeared to their Lordffiips that 
Mr, Haftivqtsand Sir Elijah Impey hvt d, 
they would Re that the former coul'l 
t have 
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hQ ^re at occ^. fiotY for much an x iety 

_ he event gf any fuit that might 
b0^i|iMtuted againft him in the Court 
“oiTthe Utter. Sir J'^Tijah Impey was 
not a lilttly man to jlrain tht law to 
make^ It reach Mr. BapngSf particU' 
larly to favour a falfe accufatlon. The 
prifoner. therefore, could not be de- 
tei'f'ifd by any apprebenfion of danger 
in Tndmi howi an cxplaiUtion of hi;* 
condut^f- 

The next thin|: then to beconfidered 
was, wh|dkhhe h any thing to ap¬ 
prehend uiU C’ourtof Law in England 
from ^bch 'cvcpla;:iatio«. 

He eatairtty bad not, if Mr. Hallings 
b>mrdf might be believed : for in re¬ 
commending to tbe Court of Direiiiors 
a plan which he himfclf had propofed 
in the early part of his adminilfration, 
wliich would have left all the Com¬ 
pany's fervants in India at tlve mercy of 
the Governor General, who might dif- 
tnifs them from the fervice without 
giving them a hearing ; he faid, that 
the forms of proceeding and rales <>f 
evidence laid down and ctUblifllKd in 
the Courts of Law in Jfengland, would 
rather facilitate the efcape of an Orien¬ 
tal deIiiH|uent from p).mimment,|hough 
the cries of the J/iouId for 

renge<mce on hirr, than enable the 
Company to hr ng him to putufhment. 

Upon this principle, then, it might 
be faid, that Mr. HaRinga had (hcltercd 
himfclt from the neceiruy of explaining 
hia condu6V, under the .'ipprehenfion of 
atrial from which be had noihi/tg to 
feavy notbecaiife he wasbut 
becaule the law could not reach him, 
on account of the particular circum- 
Ranees ot places, perfcns, and diRance* 

The ferepks and delicacy of^ Mr- 
might therefore be fifely 
pronounced to be afFe<5ted, or afraincd 
only for the purpofe of evadihg the 
promife of an explanation, bccaufe be 
knew be could not explain away the 
force of the accufation, or cftabliRi hia 
innocence* 

If it had been from an idea that it 
would be lowering his dignity to de¬ 
fend himfelf again It charges which he 
conceived to be countenanced by thofc 
whom he confidcred as his enemies 
in the Council, fitrcly he would have 
av.Vded himfdf of the opportunity 
which the death of Sir John Clavering 
and Colonel Monfon gave him, and by 
wh‘ch 'be was rcinftated in the pleni¬ 
tude of power, to prove that thofe gen¬ 
tlemen tad been aduatfed by malice 


againR him, and that the charges i 
not even a lhadow of foiindAtion intruil 

But had he fmee their death attempt¬ 
ed to prove any Rich thing ? No} he 
had e ver finer obferved a file nee up6n 
thofe charges, which nothing could 
force him to bre.ik.— Innoccfice owed 
it to itlVIf to plead at leaR not guilty^ 
and declared a falfe charge to be fo* 
But Mr. Hallings had not paid even this 
faint tribute to innocence. Why? Be- 
caufe he was not ..innocent. Guilt 
had put A SEAL upon his lips, which 
nothing could break. 

Had there bee n in the b re aft of Mr. 
Haftings alparkof that honeft indigna¬ 
tion, which never fafls to fire tbe breaft 
of an innocent perfon wrongfully ac- 
cufed, the language and fentimentii 
which Sir John Cl.ivering, had held and 
entertained of him, and which he had 
recorded in the archives of the Eaft- 
IndiA Company, would have naade it 
blaze forrh. 

In a minute entered by Sir John, and 
which was r^ad by Mr. Burke, that 
General dtclarcd, ‘‘ that Mr. Haftinga 
had made Ivimklf a degraded charaiftet 
in the eyes both of India and of Eu¬ 
rope, for his peculation, his corrup¬ 
tion, and opprdhons.'’ 

Such language as this had been un¬ 
able to make Mr. Hnfl:»ng« vindicate 
his innocence and his honour, by en¬ 
tering upon his defence. He did not 
dare fo defend hiinfelff becaufe he 
knew he could not but" difclofe his 
GtriLT, if he was to attempt to an- 
fv/er the charge^!. 

What, laid Mr. Burke, could make 
this proud and haughty Ruler of India 
fubrrdt to Inch f »n)»urge, and bear with 
filch opprobrium ? 6hd/f, conscious 
guilt* The curfed love of MONST had 
"got pofieiriMn of his foul; and in 
the contemplation of Hs detefted 
WEALTH, he found fufficiem confola- 
fion for the lufs of cliara<ifttr and of 
honour. Under the lath of Sir John 
Claverihg, ami the execration of all 
Alia, he feemed to fay With the Poet—f 

*---Populus at mihi plaudo-^ 

'—nuinmoicontemplpY in afed* 

Ii was this love cf money that had 
made him deaf to the calls of glory, apd 
callous to the feelings of honour. It 
was this unbounded and in lad able paf- 
fion for money, (bat had feared his 
cbnfci^nce and hia feelings j and happy 
in the accumulation of wealth, even 
by the foukll: means, he coukl beari 





Qvt^, the moft cutting reproaches 
-ir Jchn CUvering t lay clown 

his STYH of 1NFA)MY—WALLOW- 

** ED in the filth of disgrace - 

and fattened upon the offals 

and EXCREMENTS of DISHONOUR.” 
He fuffered his name to be branded 
not only to cotemporaries, but to pofte- 
rity* by the charges and obrcvvations 
recorded by Sir John Clavering agaiiift 
him in the archives of the Company* 
Whilft that gentleman lived, Mr. Haf- 
tings did not dare to meet thofe charges; 
ijor had he attempted to give the kaft 
anfvvcr to them even after his death s 
they remained to this day unanfwered, 
and unrefuted. 

Pofterity would not credit the afper- 
fions to which Mr. Haftings had had 
recourfe, inftead. of a, detence, and 
which be dealt fo liberally upon Sir 
John Ciaverin^ and bis colleagues. 

The rtc\:)rd« of the Company would 
JdieW bow little thefe afperliorts v ere 
founded. The panegyrics pronounced 
by the Court of Dire^lori upon Sjr 
John ClAvering, and recorded in their 
archives, bare a glorious teftimony to 
the honour,charaticr and meriiaofthat 
gr< a: mari. When tired out hythccon- 
ftant oppofitt^o given by Mr.Hafbcgs to 
the executiofi of every plan either re- 
commended or commanded by the 
Company,Sir JohnClavcrmg fent nome 
a refignation of hi« feat at the Council 
Board, the Court of Oiie£lor> refuted 
to accept it ; and gave for rtafou, that 
his retreat from the Council Board 
W’ould be an h reparable injury to the 
Company's lervice. They at the fame 
time bellowed the moil unequivocal and 
unqualified approbation on the wMe of 
his condmfl, whilit he bad been in their 
fervice; and entreated him, by hi;,< 
love for bis countrjy, nut to thinlc 
of religning a fittiation in which 
he had done fo mui^h good, and in 
which fu much wor0 remained to be 
done. ' 

) Sir John Clavering' died foon after, 
and literally of a broken heart* Mr. 
Burhe read from one of the Company’s 
books pirt of a letter written cii that 
occafion to the Governor and Council, 
in which they fpokc in terms of the 
inoti warm panegyric of the dcccjifed, 
and cxpreiTrd a deep concern for the 
heavy lofs which the Comp'iny had 
fuftaiued by his death. 

Here Mr. Btnkc alkcd fuebn, man, 
fo revered and honoured, was capable 
pf bringing uulbuuded accufalions, or 
pcuntepancing falfe acetAiers. fte 


' ilWi 


aiked, whether there wa« a noan^ 
earth, how bold Ibever he might _ _ 
conicious innocence- Mr. ITafti'nga ex* 
cepf t d, who would bavA thought lightly 
of charges countenanced by fuch a 
rran^ as Genevrd Clavering? He faid 
he was Aire that every man who had 
a charadkr tb»t could be hijiend by m 
act ufation, would have thoUi.fht it ne- 
cefTiry.to defend it, whep, the n.ime 
Sir John Cbyering was in any,, degree 
couneded with the charge; bccau/c 
fuch A n.une would to it, 

in the opinion of thy even 

though the witned'ci; ^PtghpMndt k’ the 

moll unimpeachable meh. V' 

Why then did not ivfr. HaOinge meet 
the charges urKler fuch cJrcnmftances ? 
Becaufc, Card Mr* Burise^ he was^v/Z/jr, 
ai#J could not but expolt his gudt/ by 
attrmpting to dilproye it* This 
fumpuon.^gRinit the pnloner grew na¬ 
turally out of the clrcumfiancea of the 
cafe; snd in the opinion of all impar¬ 
tial nnen ought to be conhdtred 05 tan- 
tamouot to an admifTion cf the charge.. 
. Mr. Burke next obrerved, that (he 
prifewer had inv.triably auiftakerr his 
own tituarion 5 he oonhdered the Com¬ 
pany, In the cafe of the oluarges alluded 
to, Af plahitijf} and ^rc/niftoriy aikI 
himfeU aa a ; whertaa the 

true relation in which they’ ilood to 
each other, Was th.at of,, masters and 
SERVANT* When the Diredors tC'- 
quired him to explain the grounds of 
hi.^ condudl in tins calc, he declined 
obedience to their rcqiiUltiojfi, and faid 
he would ret'eryc his defence for ?« 
Court of Law* 

Mr. Burke afleed their t .Of.Mhips, 
what any one of them would think of 
Inch language from his IteWai'd- If a 
fteward was iulpetfed or accufed of 
opprclling the tenants, dilapidating the 
eftatvr, and.embezzling the rents, aiul 
Ills I.ordihip fhuuUl d<'{ire him to ex¬ 
plain his eondinft, and remove the 
grounds of furpidon ; what umula be 
the adonithment of that Lord, if. he 
fliould hear his fttward reply, ] wilt 

give no cKplanatioisi now ; bring your 

adion againtt n'je ; 1 will referve my 
“ defence for a Cmirtiif Law./’ 

''J’luB waiJ the {Jv'^ecife hanj^U-^gc that 
Mr. Halt in gft I've Id to the Court of Di-* 
rettors, his masters, to whom, as 
their servant, he owed oeedieN'ce, 
and to whom he 'wu of courk bouruL 
when they required it, to explai.n his 
couducl.—But it was not very fur- 
prizing that'a man ibould pertina- 
cicully w ith-hold explanation, however 

^iaded 




miglit -b* to g>ve it, when 
m^ hw^oiit coiild only lo coulhtn 
ration. 

• «elicd, howeret/ for an 

CSC uft* upo?i one cireumlbince ; and 
that W83 thiii the Company had or¬ 
dered a cafe to be m a cl f for the opi¬ 
nion of Counfel, whether there were 
prewnds in the charges brought by 
iSitnc-'»m >r, upon which a profreution 
agaiaft Mr* Hayings might be uiain- 
taine'd by the Comp my- The priloner 
plumed himlh/f upon the opinion given 
by the CoivfvieK vwhich was againtt a 
profecution*; ' 

Mr. Burlre faid- that confideringthe 
manner in which the c^fe was l^aced, 
it was not podible for the Counfel to 
recommend a proTecutipn. It was not 
wantonly that he would bring in the 
names of other people into a bu(inefs» 
in which he meant t© criminate Mr. 
Haftings only; but he rauft fay this of 
the cafe in qneftion, which w*as made 
out for Counfeli that it not fairly 
or truly drawn. lie charged it with 
MKS!lH?KE8ENT'\T]aN, SUPf RESfilONj 
and FALSIFICATION- 

Tl'tc Company’sSolicitoivMr.Smith, 
whi> drew the calc? bad not been long 
in hi>j fituatioTi as Solicitor to tht^Com- 
^auy> when the cafe was drawm up; 
and probably many of the hiftorical 
parts of it wtJre fopplitd by feme per- 
fons at the India Hoiife» who were 
friends to Mr. Haftings, and who con - 
fluently Avifire^'-a.-o mahe out fuch a 
,ca(e as mull lyf^kc Couufcl aclv-le the 
Company net to bring a profecntiori 
igamft the Governor General. But 
though in juftice to Mr- Smith' he pre- 
ipifed this obfcn vatioii, he faid he muft 
ndd one other obfcivation rcfpe 61 :ir.g 
that genlleman, and fay, that it ap¬ 
peared that the very iiiau who made 
out that cafe for the opinion of Couu- 
fid> Av;fs at this moment the Solicitor 
of Mr. Haflings, and condutlcd his de- 
ihmee- ^ 

Having ftated tbir> Mr- Burke made 
ft veral reofiarks upon tlie cafe made by 
t^r. Smith. IViiffepvefcntivt’on, he 
laid, wf^s to be found in the very out¬ 
fit, vvhere it informed the Coiinfel, 
that Ml. Haftings was accured of hav- 
jiiji mpropeily received ctrinin funui of 
money from the G^apdian oi the ^abob 
pf Bengal, 

Kow this was not all the ground of 
the-, accnl’atioiv. Mr. flaftings was not 
charged with having taken money from 



] 


removed that ¥(\x\c.c\c^n mother 
the giiardianflnp of her fon 5 an 
/r iling it for a furnof money to the 
bob’s Jlep-^mothert who had been a 
dandrig girl, and conftqiiently a profti^ 
tute* 

After fuch a ftatement at the outfet, 
their Lordihips might naturally expert 
that the whole was calculated to pre¬ 
vent a profecution—-vi'hich was pre- 
ciiely the fa6b For to the Cafe was 
fnbjoined an Appendix, cor:liltixig of all 
the minutes entered by Mr. Hajlmgi in 
the Company’s books, with a view to 
deftroy the credit of the wituefles who 
were to fupport the charges- But not 
A fyllable was added of the rainntes En¬ 
tered by Sir John Clavering, Colonel 
Monfon, and Mr. Francis, in reply to 
the former, and in vindication of the 
witncdeij, and defence of the charges. 
Who then could advife a profecution, 
when the only witnefies who were to 
fupport it, were deferibed to the Coun¬ 
fel as infamous, and undefervung of any 
degree of credit? 

Having dwelt long upon this pninti 
Mr. Burke reverted to the cafe of Mo* 
hammed Reza Khan. This perfon, he 
faid, had been reinftated in his office of 
Chief Juftice, by General Clavering, 
Coloud Monfon, and Mr. Francis ; 
and the dancing girl, Munny Bcr 
gum, was removed from the admini- 
firation of affairs. But no fooner were 
General Chvering and Colonel Mon¬ 
fon dead, than Mr. Haflings, who by 
their death bad acquired a majority in 
Cauncil, difmiffcd' Mohammed Reza 
Khan again, and refolvedto reftore the 
DANCING GIRL to her formcr power. 

To give a colour to bis proceedings! 
and fo blind the public as that they 
might not think he had any band in this 
latter part of the revolution, he pror 
cured a letter to be fent to him by the 
l^abob, in which his Highnefa ffated|. 
that being then of full age, it was hi$ 
delire to take into his owm hands the 
appointment of his officers, and to 
commit to Munny Begum, of wbofc 
prudence be had the higheft opinion^ 
the management of his affairs. 

Three days after, this letter was fol¬ 
lowed by another, in wdiich the Nabob 
complained that it bad been rumouicd 
that the former letter had been pro¬ 
cured from him by the influence of 
Munny Begum, and without his appro? 
bat ion. This report; he faid, was in- 
jut'iouf. to hia honour, and he caJlctJ 


the Nabob"’!? guardian, for having VPop Mr. to him thf 

' ' ' " . 



*autn|rs of the nrrtiour, that they might ments: but tliis was only-a name 


/puyiinjeti. 


t 1 


to conceal a hri&e. Mr- HaCUog 



whole of this proceeding was charged tl^e Company 3000). for 
farcical; for Mr. Haftinps him* petices whilft he #as at the place w herct 
ielf had always deferibed this Prince as this fuppofed entertainment was gHen; 
a man of »o parts; and incapable of This was a pretty round extrA fum for 
direeling or fupenritending ariy affair a man's ia/>U for th.vee months, who 
of importance. This defcijiption of let him be where he \vouM inufk ^<7/ ; 
him was confirmed by letters' from and by charging for bis hved 

Lord Cornwallis. And yet this was thofe expenc€«> vidilch mufl have bcca 
the Prince to whom Mr. tliiftings af- incuiTcd, had he remained in Cak utiak 
felled to think be W'As bound to commit An entertainment that might colt 
the adminiilration of the Nizaniuch 200I. would not ruin or emba' l d’g the 
Though it was well known that this N.dKvb, and Mr. Haftings might have 
Prince w^a allowed only the fliadow of partaken of it w-itheut any irist bprrety ; 
royalty, and was in realky no more but when the Nabob was chaVged with 
than t\ penjkner of the Company, Mr. .a like ftnn DArLV> for 
Haftiri-s laid that as he was a faverei^n their Lordlhips v.'OUid fee that the re- 
Prince, his rights, and particularly the venues of that Prhice mitfi: be uneqn.il 
appointment of his own officers, could to fuch an ex pence 5 and the man erJukf 
not be with-held from him without in- not be laid tv) have any regard for himV 
juftice. for the Company, or for bis own ho- 

But upon another occafion, Mr. Haf. nour, who w'quUI lufferfuch ariei^pencd 
tings Ihewed he made light of thofe to be incurred. 

fovtrtfgn rights, and difregimded them It was no excufe for Mr. Haliinigs. to 
at pleaVurc* For w’'hen a reconciliation fay, fuch entcrtalmruoms to vifltors were 
took place between him and Mr. Fran- cuftomary in India? and that heought to 
eis, the latter kipulatied as a condition conform to what hy found to be an efta- 
of it, that j:he honeft Mohammed Reza bliOled cuftom. i![iW k was a maxim in 
Khan fhould be reftored to the office of law*—. Jk-u iTiUlb 
Chief JulUce. Mr. Haftings accord- bc abad cuftom which ruiued the for- 
ingly wrote to the Nabob, defiriugthat tunes of iudividuak; and Mr. H .f ings, 
he would difrinift the Chief Jufiice fo far from thinking it w.t8 his duty to 
whom he had appointed, and take back conform to it, fhould have made it a 
Mohammed Reza Khan. The /ow- point to aholifii ft, if polBbk^ by dii- 
ragji Prince obeyed the mandate, and countenancing it. 

Mohammed was rtftored. Lord Coke, fpeakrng of the Brr/jm 

Rut fbon after, when Mr. Kadings law In Ireland, and the co./%fri^g, 
thought he could do without the fiip- that vyas countenanced by it, to the 
port of Mr. Francis, who had jfacrlficed ruin of the tenantry, called ft a k^^sd 
his own opinion on many fmaller points cujhm ; blamed the Engk^ fettUra. 
to a regard for the public fervice dur- in IrebuKl for having conformed to 
ing the Mahratta war, he once more inftead ot\aboliffiiD,g wuat tiK'y fiw Wd» 
removed Mohammed, and Munny Be- a grievous burden to the peopk. 
gum was reftored to the full poficffiuu That it was ufual in Jadfa to enter- 
of the govern menr. im\ •vijitars in a ffiie of maguificeitce,, 

Thus in the fliort fpace of two or was not a good pica ia the mouth of 
three years, bad four revolutions been Mr* Hafting$. 

effie^led in the native government of He was not at the time alluded to a 
Bengal by Mr. Haftings, and forcor- •vijftort his journey to Moorlhadabad 
rapt purpofes.—In the firft inftance, he bi,dmore of a vistTATiox in it tbaiit 
had received two lacks of rupees for avijt, and was attended with lament- 
putting the government of the country able cffcils to thofe hundreds of nobles 
into the ha»da of a dancing girl: hut who were deprived by Mr. Haftings of 
it was not to be fuppofed tlna he re- their dauy bread. 
ceived no more; there was rcafon to There was a ftriktng proof againft 
believe that he got ioo,oool. but the Mr. Haftings., which Ihcwcd that the 
receipt of the two lacks could be money charged under the head of frf 

by fomething ftronger than fufpicion. tertalnmcnt had not been expended in 

It could be proved alfo that be had him,buthad aduallyfouud 

received i6,oool. more, which was its way into his own pocket.—-And tbi& 
charged under the head of entertain * proof was, thabJio one in Moorffiadabad 



had 






W berird of tbcfe-coUlly enter- 
Of all the virliKs.there 
ofiff deriv^^d In (Ire from 

cc>tt^^nneiit, ana that was 
Publicity was part of the splendor 
of Ath OTHERS? particularly hospn 
*ri,\LlTY. 

When an entertainment way given to 
great peffor».iges^ preparations were 
m'ldi’j and numbers,<)f giiefts were in- 
vifed to do honour to thole for whom 
the feaft was made : but when a 'pro¬ 
digious fwntv fMoh as t6,oool«Tvar> laid 
to have been f.btpended in an encertahv- 
Diient? which had made no node, which 
had not b^^ifn beard of in the cuy; where 
U was fuppofed to have been given, it 
Was natural lot people to Infpect,^ that 
there was a myftery in the buiinefs, 
calculated to conceal forne tranbullion 
which could not bear the day. 

Mr. Burke having, got thus far, in- 
formed their Lordfbip-^, that he would 
not take up any more of their time this 
day; but would, he hoped, be ableto 
conclude his opening the next day he 
ibouW have the honour of addreffing 
tbeir Lordibips. 

obfetved that there were two 
grounds of evidence on which he intend¬ 
ed to fupport thefeventh charge ; the 


one arifing frCm conctralment i the oil 
frpm ^ 

lower, who finding it impoffible to cod 
ceal any longer from the ferutiniying 
eye of Parliainent his many and cnor"- 
rnous bribes, at laft coafelTfcd that he 
had received certain fumy of money 
privately, iiad ma/le a merit of difeo- 
vering what he laid he might have kept 
for ever from the ktiowdedge of the 
vvorld. 

One of tbefe two grounds of evi¬ 
dence, Mr. Burke Lid, he had already- 
opened to their Lordfiiips; the other 
he inte nded toopen a vbrvdlyaa polTible 
at the next fitting of the Court. 

Here Mr. Burke concluded for the 
day ; and their Lordfhips adjourned the 
Court a little before four o’clock to 
April 30. 

On Thursday, April 30, as foon 
as ibe Lord Cbancedor bad taken the 
Wooifick, iu the Houle of Peers, Mr- 
Hobart brought a' mefiage from the 
Comfiions, intimating a defire, on ac-c 
count offome particular circumfiances 
attending the trial of MCarren Haftings, 
that their Lordfliips would defer that 
trial to a future day 

This 


This requ^fi proceeJed from the following Bulmefs having been agitated in the Hoafe 
of Commons finre the latt adjaupimtrtt of the Cour^t, and which we think it ncccffary to in¬ 
troduce, fhr th(i better elucidation 'of tiie objedd and motives of the Trial. 


Co M^day, Jpnl 2 7 ? t'ofe irt 

his place and laid h« held petition in his 
band from Warren Haflings, Efq, who was 
now upon his trial for high crimes and mif- 
dwtneanours; ttiis petition, he faid, ilated, 
that a Rigiit Hon. Member of that Houfe 
(Mr. Bui ke) whom the Houfe bad appointed 
to condua this trial, liad in the courfc of the 
profccution introduced a great deal of extra-, 
neous matter, and which had not been found 
.by the Hoiife. The Major obferved, that 
although ewehly charges had been exhibked 
at cha bar of the Lords againfi Mr. HaUings,- 
yet. only feven charges^'had been maturely 
comfidcred, and that no member in th^ 
Houfe but liimfclf had read the latt chirtecn 
charges. At the fame time that the Right 
Hon^ Manager ititioduced this foreign and 
extraneous mattci% he was always affirming 
that every ihing that he advanced was upon 
th« authority of that Houfe, ami that he had 
all his iriftnuSlions fiom it. 

i'lie Honourable Member next adverted 
■to particulars; to the famous ftory of the 
Tlm?e Seals, to the affair of Devi Sing, 
which had been mentioned by Mr. Burke a 
twelvemonth ago. But the principal 
the peution r«l;ded to an affei tion which Mr, 


Burke w*''S fuppofed to make laft fuciftlay 
in Weflmiofiei’ Hall. The 1)611000 fiated,. 
that he hhd then- accufod -Mr. Haflings. of 
murdering Nuncomar by the hands of Sir 
Elijah Impey. Major Scott contended that: 
thefe charges were all foreign to the profeeuw 
tion, that they were not to be fomnd among 
thofe which had been confidered by the 
Commons, and that tlwy implied a higher de¬ 
gree of criminality th.^^.n thofe of which Mr* 
Haftings had been accufed by the Houfe, Ac 
the fame time he had no opportunity of an- 
fwering them. He therefore prayed In bis 
petition, that he might have an opj^ortunity 
of anfwering thefe charges, or that, the Houfe 
would give him (uch other redrefs as they in 
their wifdom fhonld lee proper. 

Major Scott took notice of the very great 
delay that had taken place in this trial, and 
of the vafi expence Mr. HaBings had- been 
put CO on: that account. He was going to 
Bate fomething that had happened in the 
Houfe of Lords relalive to this trial, when 
he was called to order by the Speaker. 

Mr. Fox then rofe and Lid, he conceived 
every thing that had been faid by the Ho¬ 
nourable Gentleman was irregular and unpre- 
ctdented, 

Mr, ■ 
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mcff^gc beJrig read, and taken 

■ofider.rtjotn 

Stanhope propofed that the re* 
of the Commons ihoiild be com- 
X^Tfd with, and moved? that the trial 
of Warren Haftings, Efq. be pojftponed 

Mr.l’itt was of a different opinion, 

Majer Scott (aid, that aU thofe extrane* 
ons which had been advanced, by tha 
lion, Manager, were falfe and iJl founactf, 
and tMt the Hon, Manatjer had coolly and 
deliberately cniireprefented fadts, knowingly 
and wittingly. 

The Major then read the petition, which 
rontaiued the fubhance of what we have 
tls^ted, and concluded with moving that it 
might be brought up. 

When this motion was put from the chair, 
Mr. Fox declared that this motion was fo 
new and miprecedenicd, that he hoped and 
truffed it woukl be negativetL lie wiflicd 
lo conridtr three Hungs; Jft, the objc<?il of 
this motion; adly. the complainant s »"d 
3dly, . thole to whom the complaint was 
made. 

ift, As to ihe objei'l of the petition, 
which complained of Cfl tain expreftions tl'iai 
had been ufed by tpe accufer more than a 
tvveIV^.:mcinth ago, it Mr. Haftings had any 
compi.untto make, lie ought to have made it 
wrJiiu a .reafonabie time. This he had not 
done in this cafe, wlnth was the ftroogeft 
[Toof that he had no' real complairu. If any 
Memb jr m aus to obiei vc on words ufed by 
any other Member, be maft do it immediately 
after thofe words have been uttered, Tlvs 
l itie was founded in excellent fenfe; fnr it 
vvns Obvious that it was only then he could 
gi^e any lolerable account of the woids, wh=n 
iney were clear in bis nicmory, 

idly, As to the complain,mt, w^as he one 
of In? Hor, Friends wlio had the lion mr to 
conduift the profeewtion ? No, Was he any 
Vton, Member nn iliul fide of the Moufe f No, 
Was tiic complainatiE a Memb-r of Pa lia- 
,m«nt He WviS not. Had he hem a Mem- 
b«tr of tf'.e Houfe, Mr. Fox faul, this cir- 
(.umftar ce would have had great weight w'ilh 
him j but wiien he conruhnetl ilMt the conrt- 
pi.ainaqt was the culprit himielf, it was im- 
jwlfible but that there mult be expreftions 
thac wou/d l>c dilagreeahVe to him, 1 he latft 
was, that every thuigi every part of the pro. 
lecution difagreeahle to Mr. Haftrugs 
and his agents; and hn Hon, Friend might 
took upon it as a conripliment paid to his iu~ 
duftry, bis oratory and abilities, that ^luch a 
petition had been prefented. For his part, 
Vid was no way fplicitons to condu<Si the.pro. 
t -evnioo in a way agreeable to Mr. Haftings, 
bv?t in f\?-h a manner as was agr';cabl« to the 


tin Tnifday next (M?iy Tlii^ 

agreed to i and 

Mr. Hobart bt called in agniu ^ 
ck firtd to acquaint the Commons with 
the rtfuiution. 


dv^lates of his own confeienre, to promote 
the end,; of pubhe jiitj.ict*, and,' if (lofftble, to 
bring them to (umitbrirent. If the erdprit 
himfetf wa'? allowed to preknt petitions ro 
Chi’^t Houfo whenever ^he was ptiiched, he 

could by this aieans div-vOC th« prorccutinn* 
by turning his accufers into cidprd*’ and cri¬ 
minals. This wAii unexampled in the jour¬ 
nals of th.it Houfe, c)r in i» e l.j.ftory of th « 
cou-dry. 

3 cH,y, With refpedf to tlio’e to whom this 
comphnai v\ as ma 'e, it v 'i^^ the Cf\inmon6, 
Hecunteiuled tliat itiopght to huve been the 
L'.rds, who were his juiilges, Ifany ildng, 
improper had been fa id, iheir Lurdftvps bvard 
it, and might have Hopped ilie proiecutor. 
The Commons aVight remove Che preh^ 
M augers, if tliey thought they hnd niifcofi- 
dufclcd tliemfclves, and appoint new Mau.'i*' 
gtrs. But Mr. Fox was of opinion, tliat 
when the Houfe »;f Commons appoint« 
Committee to co.'<l'idi anytrid, tii y rrut 
leave tliat Conriuiit'^e to ex rcife their belt 
jodgment on tins hufin'if'^. He ihoughc thcjr 
had been unfa ny dealt '.vith. They h-d a 
mofl arduous t^ilk to f)‘:;rfoiTn, they h id.a moff 
powerful culpntti) ci;3riftic!t vi’ith, a man Vho 
had been Governov .^ G'v erul of ltJ>'ic4 for fuur- 
t^'en years fu: c<^1}iyely, who ha I it in his 
power to co.Tir tmmy obligar'o^is, and had 
procured many friends. Toi'y had to coo- 
tend with all the pc ver and all the corruption 
of India ; and now the Houi’e Of Comaion*:, 
who h:M:l nppuinf.- d kum ami his friends u» 
profeciue th.man, w -cTc to defe«" 

tlwm, by withdrawing their fuppoft. He 
thought tliij; extremely hard, unfair., and 
treacherous, and btgpjed of tlw,r Hcmfe never 
to let it appear on th^? joumals of th tt Hoiifc, 
that any petition prefent d by a culprit (h(;nU 
be all'nd«d U). Tlii? wa* tota l,y unknown 
1,1 other nations, jHiid perftefliy lubvctfive of 
all ihe principles t)( julVide. 

Mr. Fitt faid, he agreed perfectly witii 
what the Right Honoavable Gsruleaiau Iv.lvl 
advanced in the condurh-n of bis fjieech, w»th 
regard to the fnjipcrt that was proper to bo 
given 10 ihtt conduilurs of this profeentioo y 
ihechara^l:er, luinouranddfguity of that I btUr** 
and of this country were de-qily involve ,! in it. 
But th« fingle queftion before the Houfe vy: 3 | 
this: the Houfe having given limited powers to 
the Managers to conilud this tr al in a parti, 
cular way, and only to try hum for certain? 
mifdemeaaours, (hull the Muniseri. tiave a 
D difc.'tUuiuiy 
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p'>wer suihorjfy, 

f! to ?*tr. H;UVu:';i>j oC any crimdy ^.nd 

jj^sjr^rjnoiars l tv-y ptcafe ? ' He uppj\ilu ''f.,!cf(! 
tl'« Mn«:i][_v''’r {5 u a'.i{|;i‘e»!TVd thti {rpoi.cs 
KiittWiii- av.lhori'y, they were :s'.‘coi;;',:abl;; va 
that Koa^c, trom wiinm thfrr .nitlvofity vvas 
t'e'hvcd, .fend not r.o the lluid'e of Lttrds. 
Tja* X^qi'vb; coukl u<'m; rt-vp'lijm, He was rev,dy 
t ijcoq'eis tb/ar. there was a wide dii1:in^.bion b€r.» 
tweet) the words itied a yenr ;)2o, and th. fc 
r tfpt'tfltnp the n^iirdei* of HunJeonjar, which 
^vere rpultEU vciy i ecently and tlie piititiuii 
liad been prej'enteil ibe vetT next day cofri- 
pUiiiins ' . ihHiy words, which he rej^irdcd 
ai tlvs priir'Ci;-;*! part of ihe.pvtitioD, lie l^w 
no petition being brought Mp> 

there fwoied Ui he nothing inegular or dif- 
oj'Oerly in it. , i:|e thought the honour and 
juliicc of the HtaiX* v/erc bound to do it. 
I: svHS a privilege of tbe rr(eaneli fuhjeiSi: of 
this country } .and f\.r wh tt realon (houW 
{,' ; ¥■ df‘ny to Mr. HaRings wliat min 
Ci-jinicd as a privilege, who enjoyed the 
righes of a citiim of this.country ? At the 
fame time, though he thought ilie petition 
ought CO be brought up, h« did not (i\y what 
would bu propel to be done v)0 k, 

Mr. i^urkel'cud, he believed he nutfl look 
at fame diRunce for a chnradled .'ind apprei- 
b:Al!on—-to cool and difpanionxtfc polterity. 
Ho had hitherto trufled to thft go»»dners of 
, th« Ciuir«, and to the npproh.itjoiv of his own 
mind. I'bo Houfe hivd .ipi.>oint«td him the 
'pro/>aHor of Mr. HaltingR, iind he had eice- 
ciitv^d c'nrd import;int ituC^ in fneh u manneV 
as apr-cared rnoft sgroeab'e to Viis ov)n beil 
judgment, and y/as nioll couriRttit w'ith the 
iicnouk anti digiptyof the Houfe j and'if 
after he had gone through Inch a world of 
labour and fitignc, they thought proper to 
fomove him, he fliould not be forry for it': 
n was vvlnit lie wanted—he would then en¬ 
joy eiile and qaiet, and he happy. Mr. 
Kurke openly and generouRy confftfTed that 
Vwj had r.'.id Mr. Haftings had put to death 
'STundcomar through the agency of Sir Elijah 
Impey, herauic fie thought it ciTenfial to the 
proftcurion. He a!fo adverted to the other 
charges in the petition, and explain^jd bis 
rtafons for nleiui-omng thero* ' He adverted 
to .1 paper which conciined 144I.' which M’’.* 
jor Scott was faid to Ivwe rccuived in i y&i 
■for curtain writings. One item was^^s. 6d. 
ft)r 20 attack bn Cuike's veracity, Mr* 
lint kc faid li« was very lorry lhar his vera¬ 
city had fidd fo Cheap, though he could not 
help it* ' ! ■' 

■ Mr. Kurke, in juRirying hi*; conduiR, W'ent 
ir'.to a v:iR Held t>.f argumeut and ohreri’.kion, 
in which, bv?! 0:.dl not attempt to follow him. 

■ Mr. Wyndlvim (poke againft thuliriugiilg 
ilie pMitron, and comended, that if an 

^a'ctjfcr vi cro not fjermitwU to mcrition any 
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cicKsr crirnejs bus tliofe pat ticu jbr'y fjfldf 81 
it would iu'ctffiu'tiy pi.it a« end u» alV 
proceedings, i-nd to all public fW: 

is natural ro foppdfe that crimes arc dpfdy 
connfiiRsd t<>gfith£r, and that one of ibem 
may b@ proved through the medium of the 
other* If this proof was not to f)c admitted, 
the G&nder cou;!.l never be brought to juf- 
tice. H<i dfcriref.r geutiiemen to couAder a 
little the enormous load U tmAncR that pref- 
feu on (be Mat^iagers, and tnat \t. the Hotiie 
of Cornmmjs received this petition, intteadof 
foppohing the Managers in iliis prorecutuin.^ 
whicli It wai‘ certainly their duty to do, tlusy 
wauldihrow many rre w impediments iri tlieir 
way 5 for there might b.* no cad of petitions, 
and their labour, which was already fo great 
in WeRifpinrtyr Efall, wmiUr be protradiled 
oJ iupnituv}, and Mr. Haftings u'oald never 
be conviCVnh He conceived the Lords tverc 
the proper judges of^ this buliuefs, and if the 
Commens jnteifered in it, they would throw 
an infult on the Lords. It would be fayitig. 

We vf cre obliged to take nnrfce of tlmt 
w 4 dch you ought to have ccnivired.'’ He 
thought this pencioii wns pi'efentfid merely 
for the pui'pofs of infulting his Hon. Friend, 

Mr. Fox faid, the Hon. Majorj by the 
bye, h.'id taken notice of the great delay that 
had' been occafioned in this prolccution j but 
they were all well acquainted with the cir- 
cumfbnccs 6f the country, a Ihort time ago'^ 
whicli fufiicienrly accounted for the delay j 
and be Was certain there W'.'is not .-4 man i’h 
tlii’ Eloufc, who thought the trial would have 
l‘i>mmehc(id this year a fmgle day before it 
adluriltly did. He {aid, he (hould not like t» 
be*.kcufe'd; but if he wc\^, he Ihould like to 
have an who poffeired a niind like Ma¬ 
jor Scott, 

Nundcomar accufed Mr. Haftings of 
hrifceiy; Mr, HdRiags then accufed him of 
forgery j and Huodcumar w;^s hanged, be- 
caufe Sir Elijah'Impry was Chief JuRice, 
His Riglit Hon. E'liend li.'id accuied Mr, 
HaRings iyf Higlt Crime's and Mirdemeanours, 
ind had not met with tfje fame fate, becaufd 
Sir Elijah was not Chief Jviftice r.f this coun¬ 
try. Mr, 'Fox l.'imenied ihe time and f.i-> 
eigne Uut niuR neciciftrily be undergone, if 
Mr. HaRings v.'as allowed to prefenC peti¬ 
tions whenever lie pleafcd. He conceived 
ihebelt way to fboi ten the bnhnefs would be 
to refer the'ir fpeeches to Mr. Haftings and a 
Comml tee of Ids friends, before they went 
to ‘WeftrioinRer Hall, Mr, Fox witbed to 
know bow they meark to identify the expref- 
fions laid in the petition. 

Cidonel Fhipps thought it was not thd 
proper time to mentnvn this. He was Lke- 
wife of opinion th.at the Houfe o,f Commons 
vvH'e the proper judges tvhe ther the Maria., 
gm why had beta delegated by ihvm liad ex: 

• ceeded 
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feJ.'w. rimib, or dj^*?** aathorit/, and lh.it 

flings v/as eatiClto pii- 

which wejre jpoffwiriJd by every.BiitdU 
fuhjefi:*, 

Sir James Johnl'lane he was one of 
tbofe who thougfit Mr. H.dtings was guilty, 
that, he defcrved puniihaient, and he was 
forry it was not death. It any i*nproper 
cxfM eflfinn bad fallen Irorn any of the Mana* 
g#rs^ the L-Jcvl Chancellor nvght have correc ¬ 
ted it. He would-% agaiilit the receiving- 
of Ui8 petition, if they xverc to t.U four 
in the nun'ningr ,, ^ . 

Geoerai HnrgoyUc Hid a "few words againfl; 
th*’ rtrceiving of Che petition, 

iVtr. Adciinglpn begged leave to fay a few 
words on the He thought it would 

be inconfiftent vviih the honour and juftlceof 
the Hoafe to cruOi an .individual, who was 
already pfelFed down, and perhaps by the 
weiglit of his crimes, though God Almighty 
only knew how tint was, 7 he meauHl: 
fubpjd of biis C(,’Uht:ry had reJref!;, when he 
had fulfer^d an injuryiand I'^e did not uader- 
ftand on what, principle they could deny to 
Mr. Hahings that w'hict.. every man in this 
couutiy Irid ^ righV to claim, and therefore 
thongiic the petition ought to,he received. 

Sir Richard Sir-C^m olr'erved, that fo»T»a 
Hon. Gentlemed had t.-.ken notice of fome 
fatVs which had heenftated in certain Reports, 
and beat!ufe they had found them there, they 
took it for gvamed they were true, tho’ that 
by no means foll(>wed j for ihdd fads being 
found in fuch Reports only fiiewed that it 
would be proper to iiKjuive into the truth of 
tliem, but that they by uo means ought to 
liavobeen taken forgrsneed till they had been 
X>toved* Sir Richard fpuke .in favour of the 
petriou. ' 

Mr. Fox faid, be congratulated the Hnn, 
€>entkman (Major Scott) at the fuccefs his 
periclon woiiid msec with, but he by no 
means congratulated that Houfeor his coun- 
C17, becanle he thought fuch a precedent 
would be dangerous in the extreme to both. 
Mr. Fox here repeated feme of his former 
argum'snrs. 

Mr. Anfl rut her contended, that the Lords 
were the proper judges of this bufinafs, and 
the conCequence of inch petitions would he, 
to let the culprit into the whole of your plan, 
by fhc'^ing him how, fuch and fuch fadts 
were relevant to the matter under confidera- 
lion. This trick would be frequerUly prac- 
tifed ; and therefoi-e, for the fake of public juf- 
tice, this petition ought not to be received, 
Mr. Pultency thought, for the f.vke of 
jul‘li«e, that the petition ought to he re^ccived. 
At the fame time he was ready to atimir, that 
petitions of this tort, might Uud ve.7 nmcii 
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to cbRruf! th5 cllanhcis of iaR’ce. 
thouglit, however, that 1^0 extraneous 
ter ought to be introduced. 

ScoU RlU continuing to>?fTerr.y vh.'',C 
Mr. Burke h.id coolly and delibf. raely'mif- 
repre/ented laiihk called to (M'dor ,hy Mr. 
Fo;c, who appealed to ihe Sptkikrr, id fuch 
alTcrt'ion wiis not a perfLual atfrout on his 
Rc. Hoii. Fr-end (Mr. Burke). 

The Speaker then labrcrved, that he was 
ready i>L i4ny tinie^to have,.given bis <>rb'‘^<an, 
wbai: he conceived to be regul,.f|: and uh .t 
not. 7'he debnie, he faid;^,.had,tauri:-,! 
on very it regularly by both i.f f ou iiou'e; 
and in the heginoitigrf the defrau^ h 
great di‘iIjcuU.y to dvRinguilh achat was- irre¬ 
gular and difhrdcrly from what w.1,4 not. 

Toe G.dlery w.i.4 -the/,clnarod.. 

Strangrrij were admitted again in about .T 
tjuarter of an hoard VVhen vve entered the 
Gallery the petition fnkl been brought up by. 
Major i'cott, and it had been ordered to U«i 
on the Table. 

Mr. Burks was contendiog againR tlus 
motion, and faid, if he deferved cenfure tor 
lu.s cunduiR, the Honfe were perpetrators of 
his giiilt, hiue tlMiy had been prefeut, and 
heard hirn. with approbation. 

Mr. Sunitier fuid, if tlvc lluu'’0 iVere per¬ 
petrators in the guilt of the Riglit Hon. Gen- 
tlefrtan, they ought narrowly to watch \us 
condudf, and ro prevent him as much as pof- 
fiblc from committing/ errors. ; 

Mr. Murfham fpoke a few words on the 
fubjeift, a'xj was ag.iinR the petition. 

Mr, Pitt did not (t^ppofe that ao'y perfon 
in the Houfe conceived that the petition was 
meant to be attended with {ttryHuch confe- 
cpiences as th it of remtwing Die Right Hon. 
Manager, but bethought it vvould be pru¬ 
dent this petition fhdu’d be taken iiica cuafi- 
deration on fome future' day, as early as 
poflihle, as tt would be improper to proceaU 
any farther in the trial till this bufinefs was 
determine;! j and lie fhould therefore move- 
that i: be taken into cunfideraiion on Thurf- 
day. 

Mr. Marfhim thought it would be ex¬ 
tremely improper, that tlie moment the Ma¬ 
nagers cAme' out of VVeltminRer Hall frona 
profecuting Mr. HaRings, they ihemfelvcs 
fhonld become defendants. 

Mr. Pitt propufed that a meffiige fbould 
be feni. to ll)« Lords, to deUre ilicm to put 
otf the trial till r riday. 

Mr. Fox WAS_ratj-w;r agalnR this bufiuers 
coming forw’ard on a very early day, as h» 
tiiyught Gande.r.en ought to coufider aad; 
weigh its impoiiAuce, by putting tliem<’elv«s 
for a nioment in ;ihe riLM/tiou of ‘.he, .M.'.rrv 
gers* 

Di if 
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)c Un^lb «pon to take this 

,1 rc 2 t)fu!«n:ituHi vju Tl.urhla)' , 

^ I'hurskav, April 30. 
Ghani-elUrof the Ey»chf(^oer rofe, 
ami nbrcr've'Jy that hari the Pctiu</n of Mj ., 

1 alHogS was freiV-itieOl ami rsceiveti, it was 
i, tiJeilt»»od by tlie wlinle Mouu?) that the lub* 
jcv.t of oi)mpl.V’nc wouivl have been on Uiac 
tlifcuifeih ft was not hb’<Vcver eonveni- 
ci that tuch difuUlTion Ihtmki then take place, 
yji the r 5 guuri '7 of the prweulhigs of the 
Hfuie roi'p.ireh cer?:iiii fonats to be i-Me/veih, 
r/Ivioh ,rti'iijer it neceOary to poOpone 

lh& t'f tfie Petition until tO'^ 

rnotrow^ He lUHhvfhaKl i to ho the in- 
trar able rule of that Iluule, in all fiiniliir 
eta'cs Co liie pr< the fut>j«<Sl mat* 

t;rni the dtbato (hould b« entered upon 
the Jotua-Ii, .ml hat iifhould a]lo appear 
■ Irf'.crcon, chat the Right Honourable Centie* 
man (Mr. B.nkc) aga-nft whom the Peti- 
lifvii compUined, was pn fent in Ins place 
when regn'ar rn'ice was given of the day on 
"which tue complaint was to be confidtrcd- 
Pfe krev/ in ibac the Right Honmnable 
GeritleiTai (Mr. Rurke) had every notice 
be wifhed j the motion he meant to uffer 
w s meie'y for ihs irKviiyenanctt of the regu- 
larity of the p O'etidings of (he Hnufe; he 
Uitrefort- aaiwed, “ I'hat a Pecitl n, I avmg 

< been pftfetutd from U'avien HaR ngs, 
*■' Efq. i‘gainlt a Manager of the pro'ecufioo, 
<* jHul the name of Pkinumd Burke# Bfq# 

btiipg OJtiitiqndd in the faid Petition, no- 
<< i C j is given to that Gentl iman, i;otv baing 
in Iks place, that the Houfe will 10 mor- 
** iOh' take ci e maitir of the f lid Fetuion 

< into t.nnhdrri-.tion.*’ 

Mr. B rke.VtVe, and fully concurred with 
iht K ght Hon. Gcuilrmau in the propritly 

of lv.:> vnofion, f r the pvu pofc of prefci ving 
the reguhwcy of the proceedings of the 
Hou'e, hy enteviug 01. the }uurtK'.ls, the, fob • 
j.a of the con phi ui, and lb'*'notice having 
been g.ve 1 formally to the perfon cofpplaineU 
iigaijifi ; it w;is, however, a ceremony he 
w is vkiUoig to difpenfe w th, having no ob- 
jcitlK n to t le Houfe taking any pa t or the 
whole of his coudu<l:l ioio confuleiation in 
tlie ni.Ka. 8 r they lh«HK;lu moft proper, b-hvg 
O'.mv nc il. <m the molt cool refle< 5 lionj that 
lie ii.id every riafonto confide in, and be fa- 
psota w-ifh, tlj« dccifmn c.f Houle, what- 
c.eric rrn-;.tbe, as ho cou'd impixitly rely 
(.a tlwlr honour. To their dec fi<Ki he 
would with dtierence fubmic. He begged 
however leave to r“p<^at w'hat ho lintl on a 
furnier day.raid, that if they wiihed to re- 
nrov-' iiinv fjwm tlie management of the pro- 

fecufioii, he was P-uy ami willing to rf.ire. 

Hr' \i.idd vK-ik for tht? doteuainacu-ti, of tlie 

■ -HoulCj ai.a dvCiai'd th-<t he iiiould nbt tiU 

1 


tend the Houfe to-worrt)v\r upon ih« difi 
fion of the buCmefs, being dotermlocd |i 
fuffer jiiidgtncnt to go by default. IfiOn; 
judgment: was to be given, he wjOied the 
Hovd'e to have as lit'.le trouble as poffiblc#' 
and fhould therefore, for the purpoffl of 
avoiding any dilFiculty of proof, aud io Ihew 
bow willing he was to meet the charge, ad¬ 
mit that he did alTert the words complained 
of, *J That Mr. Haftmgs mmderod Nfutid 

comar by the h. iids of Sir El jhIi Impcy.'^ 
The Right Hon. Gsntleiflan then, fome 
Vength, entered mto the rcafons which had 
induced him to make the aflertion ; the How,.e, 
he hoped, would recoiled thf. peculiar cir- 
comflances attending ih« cafe of the unfor¬ 
tunate Nundcomar f l»c ‘Vvas po^fdTed of 
certain knowledge of the bribery anti cor¬ 
ruption of Mr, IMings, and the charge of 
prefents exhibited againil that Gentleman 
was necefiavy to be fuppoi ted by circumflan- 
tial evidence, in wh'ch he could not avoid in¬ 
troducing ths proceedings again th and the fate 
of Kundcomar, as principal and mateihuJ 
features; it was tlKTcfoic natural to allude 
to that iubje^t in the opening of the charge. 
Heobferved, that ic was fingular that at ih« 
moment Mr, Haftings was on the point of be¬ 
ing convidlod of tlie fouleft bribery, he fhould 
faring forward a Ch?rrge agninlt bis acc'ufcr ; 
he was convlficed that it was done with the 
view to divert theatteiition of the Houfe and 
th-j Fubiic from Mr. HaiVings's criminality, 
to a complaint againfl: bis accufor. The fm- 
gularity of the piefent Fehtion was ont, 
hovvevef, conftnod to the oblervations he bad 
made. The Hovife might a«St inconfidcrately 
in going into a difcuirujo <*f the Petition. It 
was' a notorious fadi that Mr. Hafltiigs had 
at the B.ir of the Houle gravely given in, 
fume time fuice, in wririnc;, figned by his 
own hand, a paper purporting to be Ids de¬ 
fence, which paper was accepted as his de¬ 
fence by the Houfe of Contnions j but whea 
the Managers came to fubliintiatethe charges, 
and quoted parts of the defence in fupport of 
the charges, Mr, Hartings jfiimediately pro¬ 
cured the Hon. Gentleman (Major Scott) to 
fwcar before the Lords, and to alfert in that 
Houfe, that the defeme was not written by 
Mr. HaRiugs, lhatm.any parts were written 
by other gentlemen, and diat fome parti Mr. 
Kaftings never faw. 

Major Scott fpoko to order, and charged 
the Right Hon. Gentleman (Mr. Burke) with 
liaving taken great liberties in his fpetch, 
which he would not fuffer to pafs unexplain¬ 
ed, and calird upon him for an explanation. 
The Hon. Maji.r was proceeding, when 

The Speakc'” rofc, and, hy the I'vipport of 
the Honfe, put an end to the oonverfation, 
by dcfirhig the Major to fu dowxi, 

Mr, 

k u 
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V^'irke again roCe^ and was proceed * 
m rpeech, by Caying, he defpifed all 
to mterrnpt him. 

Mr. Sumner immediately called him to 
order, not conceiv Ing that any Member hud 
a right to fay lie defpifed the inierrnption, 
when diforderly, ,of any. Member of that 
Honl'o, whether .1 I’riend to Mr. Haflings or 

MOt. 

The Speaker again incerpoicd 5 and Mr. 
Sqmntir fitting down, 

^ Mr» Burke proceeded, He (aid, the Houfe 
-Anglic to recolle^^, that if obftacles were 
fiutTcred to be thrown in the,way of die Ma- 
angers of the ProfecuCion, it would ulti¬ 
mately tend to the difgrace of the Ploufe 5 
if the Managers vverc crippletl % their 
powers being rettriiSled, the prpfacucion 
would be defeated, and villainy triumph over 
juftice. He concluded by ngrdn repeating, 
that he trwlled implicitly to the honour of 
the Houfe, being convinced in his o'« n mind 
that they would prote£l their Managers to 
the uemoft, and enable thwim, for the pur- 
pofes of juffice. to pwcecd with vigour. 

The ChaoceUor of the Exchequer laid, he 
covild not conceive the Right Hon- Genilc- 
mau lerious in tfis oViJciStloni to the Peiiiion, 
in cautioning the Houie againft receiving it, 
becaufe it was figned by Warren H -Rmgs; 
for whatever on former-occafions diad l>cen 
clone by that GcBcleman, he could not have 
forfeited his right of petitioning the H<fufe. 

Mr. Adam faid, the Right Hop* Gmitla- 
man did not feem to underftanU the argument 
of his Right Hon. Friend. 

Mr. Adam reflated it witfi great force and 
jperfpicuity, He courenUed, that before this 
petition luid been received by the Houfe, it 
ought to have been antheniic.itPd by calling 
Mr. Hidlingsto the Bar of the Houfe, and 
hfking him wheiher it was h s prcition ? For 
any thmg they knew, this might not be Mr. 
Halhugs s petitir/n ; and wiitn U c.atne to be 
c(.mhdrti«d, h« fliouSd prove that the Houfa 
had reanved it by mid ake, and tii.it they aught 
»ot to have received it. Mr. Hailiogs had 
been contjnii.'illy accuhng the Miiuagers of- 
delay, thougli he could! fhew tliat thiii was fo 
far from being true, that every fpecies of ex^. 
pedition—every fort of diligence*—had been 
wfed in or.'ef to' expodue this tiaal, an<l to 
bring it to a conclufion. He. as an individu¬ 
al, was hut little concerned whether this pe* 
tition was conridered ir day or to. morrow j 
feui the Managers of Mr. Hafliags’s profecu- 
tioii wrre deeply concerned—the public were 
irkewife deeply concerned, for the Couns of 
would luu'C fat this day in VVettminfter 
Hull, had it not been taken for granted tiiac 
the trial was to have gone on. 

.'4r. Adam coaiendeu that the petuion did 



not contnin any accu^tion ^igai^vTl any on 
dividual, but w'as geneul, ^iqd w-ts a ceo 
oh tb^ whole Committee. 

Tive ClWinctlior of the Exchetpier faul, 
the Hqn. Gentleman (Mr. Adaiii) had mif-' 
uodiSi’ftood his nieaning in his moving; «> aoil:- 
pone the confideratioa of the Petj um until 
to-niorrovv. He did not tVi.ike that rnotvou 
for the purpoi'e of giving the Right Hou^ 
Geatlemiin (Mr. Buike) notice of fhi? Pe¬ 
tition being to he con fide ted to-morroWj,, 
vvIk) he knew in M had fiifficidut iufurma- 
tion, but niert^ly for the lake'qf rcf/ul^rity la 
the proceedings of the Houf<?, -fv. 

The qiieltioti on the ChaiicmtMfvof the Ex-* 
chequer’s motion was then put snd agreed to# 

The Chancellor of thtj Exchequer then 
moved, That a mcTage be fent to tlio Lord* 
aenuaiuting them thai: ciraimilaoCeH h.ad 
happenj^d, which rendered it inconvenient 
for the Cnmmons topioceed timt day in the 
trial of Warren Haftings, Efq. and the Com¬ 
mon'• requeued tlieif Lordlhips to adjuuroi 
the further confideriUion of the Trial to a fu¬ 
ture day,’*^ 

Thi.s miicinn hsing agreed Mr. Hobart 
was ordered to carry it to tfic Lords. 

Mr. Hoh^fft went immediately to tha 
Lords, and having waited near ai$ hour until 
iluriv Lordi'b.ipi met, he preleoted the mef- 
fage, and being returned, repented that ttveir 
Lordfiiips had agreed therewith, atid jwftpo- 
Tied the fujTthrr proceedings on th» trial until 
Tuftfdav next jjt ten o’clock in the morning. 

Adjourned, 

Friday, May r. 

Majcr Scort moved the reading of thcor- 
tler of the day, for the HinMe taking into 
their confideratiixi tbC peitooii of WaciUta 
Haftings, Efq. 

The order of the day h^'ing read .accord¬ 
ingly. and the qaellion put, that the petitlova 
be now cnnfulered, 

Mr. F. Mijotague imitiediatsly rofe, .and 
ftated, that he had jult then received a iehyr 
from a Right Kon, Member of that Houfe, 
(Mr, Burke) which ha begged to read aa 
pau of his fpeech, and wa$a»foUow$ : 

My Dr .ar Sir, 

WITH the Cuufent, aa you know, and 
the approbat'ion of the Committee, 1 sni re- 
folved to perlevere in the refoluri >a I iiad 
furnned .and had declared to t!ie Houre, th.at 
nothing fhonUl perfnade rae, upnrt any ccca- 
Aon, kaftof all upon the prefent occaAon, to 
enter into a hhimred, litigious, artificial de¬ 
fence of my condu^ Such a mode of de¬ 
fence belongs to another foit of cooduif, and 
to cau(c;s of a different defeription. 

As a f.aithful ;'.nd ingeoaoir. fervant, I owe 
to the K.Aiftf A plain and fi.'iipU expl n4.itiiia 
of any p-u t vf nr/ behaviour which lhall be 
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I 'f>efori& them# I i;av'e 

H(is?*yxplanatiOn j ami, in domg fb, I 

^ , /jvery thi'D;!?;, xfhich my ovvn hiM'-uni^ 

Saml-^y duty to the Xfoufe could poAibly re* 
<j«ire at roy hands. The reft belof>}vs to tlie 
Houfe, They,! have no doubt, v/ill ai5l: (n 
a rsianner fit for a wife body aiteutive to its, 
veputation. I rnnft be uippofed to kiiov;' 
toniething of ftie duty of a profecutor for the 
public, otherwife neither ought the Hoafo 
to have coviferreJ that truft :■ wn me, nor 
lio have accepted it. riv/e not been, 
disapproved by tlie hrft abilities in the king* 
iom/cppoinled by the fame authority, not 
djnty for my aififlanc^;, but for my direiftioA 
»tut controui* Too, who have honoared mo 
with a partial friehdftiip, continued without 
interniptioo for twenty.four years, would 
not have failed in giving me that firft and 
jinoft decifive pro'ofbf h icncHhip, to enlight. 
e« my ignorance, and to rectify my miftakes. 
\’'ou have not done either 5 and I mwft aifTtn 
I he inference, 1 *^ is compliment to men¬ 
tion what known to iha world, haw well 
qualified you are for that oiTice, from year 
deep parlvarncntaiy knowledr»;c, and your 
perfect acquaint wee wiyh all the eminent 
txamplcK of the ancient arid the modern 
world. 

The Kouffi liaving upon an opinion of tviy 
diTigeheft and tidcdity, (for they could have 
no other motive) put a great truft into my 
h^nds, ought to give mean entire credit fur 
th-j veracity of every fac5^ £ aHiim or deny. 
But if thr/ fail with regard tu me, it i:i at 
lesft in my power to be true to rnyfelf. X 
wvU niii comitiit myl'clf in an unbecoming 
conteiuion w'ith tiie agents of a erimin^il, 
whom it IS my duty to bring to juftice. 1 
am a member of a ComnrdtJce of Secrecy, 
ami I will not violate my truft, by turning 
nvyfelf into a dafendant,. and bringing for*, 

■ ward, in niy own exculpation, the evidence 
wl'MCh I have prepared fur his cmivid^ion. 
1 will hot let Inm know on what documents 
Lrely. I will not let him knbw who iho 
wimelfes for the protecution are, or what 
they have to depofe againft him. Though 
1 ha ve no fi'rtof doubt‘of the conftancy aud 
integt (cy of tbofe vvitnelfes, yet bijcaufe they 
me men, and men to whom, from my fitua* 
lion, I owe protcilioii, £ ought not to expolb 
them either to temptation or to danger. 1 
will not hold tlu?m nut to be importuned, 
er menaced, or difereditod, or run dowm, or 
polfibly to be ruined in their fortunes by the 
power and i-f,fiu>mce of this delinquent, ex¬ 
cept where the nacioord fei vice fuperfedes 
ail other conn*Ier<itjou3. If t inqft huier, 1 
wdl fufur.alone. iNo man fti ill fall a facri- 
fice to a feeble fenfibvhry on my part, that 
at 'hv ;lm-r yl d/y ruighi: makr-mo impaiicat 


of thofe Ubeb, which by dafplfing throiij 
fo many year.s» I have at length oi>taiiieti thi 
lionour of being joined in commilfuMi with 
this Committee, and becoming an humble in-» 
fh nment in the hands of public j«ftice, 

Tlis only favour I have .to fupplicate from 
the Houfe is, that their goodaefs 'would /pare 
to the woiikeft of their members iiny mine-» 
celTary kh 'ur, by letting m« know as ipec * 
d‘ly as pnirible, wheirher they wifh to dif- 
chijirge me from my prefent offi -e. If thdy 
do not, I folemnly promife them, that, w'ith 
God's afiiftaocB, 1 will as a Member of iheh* 
Committee pui'fae their bufintr- to the end : 
that no momentfiry dislavour lhall flackers 
rny diligence la the great caafe they have un¬ 
dertaken ! that A will lay open with the fierce 
of i-rrefiftihle proof this dark feene of bri¬ 
bery, pecniaciou, and grofs pecuniary cor** 
ruption, tvhich 1 have begun to unfold, anti, 
in the raidft of which my enurfe has been ar- 
refted. 

This poor Indian ftratagem of cumlog thcf 
Accufer into a defendant, lias been too often 
and too unilorraly praiflifod by I)evi Sing, 
Mr. Hnftiugs, and Gunga Gavia Sing, and 
other Banya IS, black and wliite, to have any 
longer tlie flighteft ofletft upon me, whom 
long fervice in Indi;'. Committees has mada 
w'ell acq'iainted wkhths politics of Calcutta. 
If the Houfe wlU fufTer me to go on, the 
moment is at hand when my defence, and 
included in It the defe;:«e of the HouCci Avill 
be made, in the only way in which my truft 
permits to make it, by proving Juridically cm 
this accufuTig criminal, the fads and the guile 
which we have charged upon him. As to 
the relevancy of the fads, the Committee of 
Impeachment muft be the foie jwdgi until 
th«y are handed over to the Court competent 
to give a final decifion on their value. In 
tlint Court the Agent of Mr. Haftings will 
foou enough be called upon to give his own 
teftimoiiy wicli regard to the condud of his 
Principal i the Agent lhall not efcape from 
the necefiity of delivering it, nor will the 
Principal efcape from tiie teftimony of hi» 
Agent, 

I hope I have in no moment of this pur- 
fuit (now by me coniinued, in one Ihr.pe or 
other, for near eight years) fhewn the rmak 
left fyitipcom of coUufion or prevdrication* 
The Uft point, in which I fhauld with la 
fhew it, is in this cluargu concerning pecu¬ 
niary corruption,—a corruption fo grciit and 
fo fpreaJtng, th,ilt the moft uufpotced cliarac- 
ters xvill be juftified in taking meafureo 
fnr guarding themfelves againll fufpicit»n. 
NttKivjr hope, nor fear, nor anger, nor 
w'enrinefs, nor difeonragement of any k'nd, 
fiiill move me from this truft j—notlvng 
b.u rn ,ad of the Houfe, iornrdly t ;k ng 

i26 




my cciwmlffion, ,or totally cutting: off 
eans of performing ic« ,1 trirf't we afe 
ns aoinritet) by tbe fame fcntiment. 
pfirfevetaooe in us may V>« caPe^l oh- 
i 1 ;inacy 5 n.pimi by malkie. Not one of vjs, 
Ikowever, bav® a caufe of malice. What 
knowittfge h?>ve we of $ir E. im|ieyt with 
whom, you know^ we began 5 or of Mr. 
HatVmgs, xv’nom we afterwartls founil in our 
way,? Party views cannot l>cour rriotivc.—• 
Is k O'-t notorious, that, if we thought it ccn- 
with our tUityy we might at leaff liave 
an tttiuaj flivue of InUtan iotGtcft, w lfich now 
is aimed to a man againd us ? 

1 am fure 1 reverence the Houle as a Mem-. 


her of Pailiament jintl an Ftjgnfhma^^lJ 
to do; and .{ball fuboiic t(,i itr 
du<; bunMlity,^ .1 have given this apology 
for abaadoning a fonn.il defence, in writing; 
to you, though it contain^, in efMj, not much 
more than I have delivered in my placf*. 
But this mode is ids liable to milreprefenta* 
tiOrt, and a trifte lOriore psrihanent. It will 
remain with yon, cither for my future lic- 
quirbii or condemnation, as I (hall hehaye 
I am with fmcere afferliort and refpe^t. 
My dear Sir, 

Your faithful (rifiotl 

Grr<^rJ- Si-^eetf A n<l•■hunihtv fervent > 
ij, 1789, (Signdjl) BURKIS:, 


* To this letter the following aiifwers Irwe been given in the prints. 

To the , P R X N T B R, . 

S I R, 

MR. Burke’s motive for puhl'ihin;v the letter which Mr. Montague mid hi the Houfe o|f 
£Iommons. ought to he, to enabi.'; thofo gentlemen who differed xvith him to entcM: into ?; 
fair dilcuffum of its contents. 

Some of the alfenions of the letter are of fo very extraordinary a natrre, that I IhmaM 
•have been forry indeed, if fo fair an opportunity had not been given to me of meeting thera 
with a moft dire<R and Unequivocal contradi^flion. Mr. Bnrkvi t)iat the Hpufe having, 
upon an opinion of his diligence iind fidelity, put .a great truft into his hands, 'to pve him 
an entire credit for the veracUy of every fafl that he affirms oV deniet* ISTe'vo;’ ■v\’i=‘,s ciier.ev 'X 
believe, fo monftrous aproporition,«^^f the vote of the Hwfe has provedah eady the 
'$he. abfurdity of it. If it were true, ohferve whac .i diltmma Mr. Burke would involve the* 
Hoiifein, We have had two Xmlia Budgets fince this Impeachment began. Ip ^iacK year 
the, India Minifter has dealt with pecnliar force and emphafis, upon the mildiv f,, the juffice, 
and the excellency of the Government of Great Britain in Bengal, has explained t(ie fituaciou, 
of its foreign connections and dependencies, and h.is laft yerir taken Credit Of the aggregate of 
the refources 0/Bengal, of a fnrplus, after tlie payhieoc of all its expences, of two nvilliwns 
(fterlirtg. Tne Eluufe has heard thefe {latemsnts with great fatisradlioe!, and has voted tlxifo 
refolutions which Mr, Pandas moved. Could liie Houfe have done fo^ hud they believed 
',Mr. Burke? No; for, in contradk.Uon to every mar/a declaration who has any means of 
Information, Mr, Burke obffiaateiy perfiffs in painting to the world, tn the name o.f the Cpmi 
mons of Grejit Britain, the miferab’s, diftrclM, xkpopulated, and ruined fiite of ncngal, Bel. 
iiares, anvl Oude. I afFirm, therefore, th it the Houle h.a::-, not, cannot, nni ought not to give 
entire credit to Mr. Bui.ke, for the veracity of uvery fact that h« affirms or denies. 

In another paragreph he fays, thst die Committee muff he the folc judges of t!ie relevancy 
of the fatfls, till the competent Court finally decides ; and he adds, ‘‘ In that CaUi t the Agoit 
of Mr. Haftings will foon enough be called upon to giiie his own tuffimody with regard^o 
the conduct of h’S .Principal, The Agent AimII n</t efcape ifoivi tlie titrsffity of delivcfuij 
** it, nor will the Principal efcape from the teffimony of his Ageift.’** 

In this paffage / Mr. Bin k« is not ferious^ nor will ilie v/orld believe liim, becanfc 
every man of common fenfo knows, that thereot-a^commort-ferfe way doing birrineff 
ami that if I'couldgive the leffimor.y which Mr. Burke itifinuaiec I can give^ Mr. Fox, th« 
Managers, the five Jatvyers they employ, Would infiff upon Mr. B*iik.-s’s comingin the point 
at mccf they a\muld not permit him to (peak four days upon prelumpdorif, and the I'robabiH:. 
ties of frefimptions ; hut. as Mr. Burke has now committed himAlf, I hops {he public will 
im forget the broad affercion that he has m.?dt. For the prefent, I will in.ortn them, .t 
was examined wpon this fahjeiff: in Weffininffcr H.qi ahove fi-ur hours, with ull the ability, 
ingenuity, and iiuluftry of Mr. Fox, Mr. Bcrke, and Mr. Sheridan ; and this is not the only 
inffance they have given of (kill in putting queftipiy.^^ as theWorld W’ell knows. I have 
examined upon the fame fubjedl by a Cortttnitree of thcfrfiufe of Commons five ycafs licforej. 
When I WAS calfed as a witnefs in V^^jffmi^ffer Hal!, no informatkiw was given tp me of tlie 
point I was tailed tn depofe to; and, in the Cuurfe of my examination, Mr. Sheridan (diferv- 
fed, that there was a contraduRion between my evidence then ^iven, wml rh.it whiclvi ‘^ave 
formerly on the fitmc fubjedi. A Noble Lord afforded me an opponimity «f calling for that 

former 




:r Gondude<J, Mr. Morjt'igvje 


S iemtcrt)!^ 

lE *.r* br^ unnccetrary to acid 
<uM) the jfubjcet j be couid not, 


J 


hotvei’eay refrain dcchrlnit, that lie rc-fte^ 
with cf '<^ hiv'bdt rati&failiiou on tl>e honour 1 
had enjoyed h?r twenty*four years in tlie u6 


/ormer evidence. It came j it w^'^s read ; hot the aHility of Mr, Sheruhin did not enable 
him to point ont a d'fTerence, and, aimed vvjth the robe of EVbgUlracy, he left his affertum 
to for icfelf, quefbon can be puc.to me that; 1 vvdi not anftver mofi nnref^rvedly ; 
and to rtToney tranitliei ionsj 1 ihouid bin/e no objuilvon if all tliat I irm eo{K.eni<:d iw, were 
prexiainied .at Chairng Crdfs. I ha/e neve? lent my uame to glv^e ctinency to a bond, and 
afterwards refnfeJ codKckarge it» 

Mr. Buvktf fay$, that, then per fcvcrar.ce may be c: lied nbftiriacy infpired by maVice, aiul 
?.dds, Not one of ns, however, has a cav»r«t (jf mahce. What knowledge have w'e of Sir 
Elijah with vvhtvniT ynu know^ w e began ; and of Mr, HaftingSj whom we aftei- 

“ wai^K hmbd ?—l-^arty views cannot be our motive. Is it not notoriows, that, 

if vve chf)f,^«hi it conhOent with mo duty, we might at leatt haye an ccjoal Ibare of the In- 
** (lian iivier-rit, whtcl) now is aInH>ri: to a managainl’i: iw ?" 

Cue would l eiiiidy innigme^ that iMr. Borke was wriii'ig to an old wom:;n born in the laft 
eenrury, ov to an infant in .hie mirfe's arms, That b« fbould gr.wely put fuel) a queftion to a 
gentleman uf ch-iradler and iaformation, and deep political knowledge^ is, indeed, mod 
wonderhiK Doos wot Mr. Montagvm know, that tliofe who have been his bofom friemls 
tfirough .lif'i’»to<>kiU> tbeennfe of Mr. H^ings moft warmly and fucoefsfully in th« year 
1776 \vh«n I'Ord North wointed »'> reo'C^ve hirn, Utaufi he. ku} been accuffJ:* Does not Mr; 
Mbnfagoe know, that Che Ma-qnic of Rockingham then defended him, heait^fi the eiaufj^tioH 
w<ti noipr^md- pocs not Mr. Mvntagne knoxv, that the acculations were adbudly tboi« 
whidi, atiiirdilUi.ccMn'ann teen ,y .;ar.s Mr, Bmke hf.r, revived, thtnigh three feVeral times 
fince ih ry were nr^dc, ^ Ir. Haftmgs lias, by the unar.imour. voice of the LegdUture, bseu ap¬ 
pointed the Governor-General of Keiigal V Does not. Mr. Montagueknow, that in 17S t, when 
hr Dt as a Member of die >ludiatare Committee, they examined, very p. 3 rtieulfniy into tiie 
Circnmi\ances of Ih- eKeemrion of Nundconnir.> Dae.? not .Mr. Montag«« know, that pro* 
cjfely Ht tiv.n famv •»eriiKl Lord North brought in a Bill, by which Mr. Halting.? was a fourth 
Hm-i appoinCed Governor-General of Bengal, and for ten years? Docs not Mr. iMmiva- 
go.'; know, that neither Mr. Burko, nor any one man of his Committee, vntreaced Toni North 
10 fuffKOd Che aimointmern becaufa Mr, Haftmgs was concerned in the death of Nimdcomar ? 
He knows that at time time naf-'Ch fuxpicions exited, nor do they now, though it was fouiiii 
^xpe^ie^t CO ft>y that which the Commons havs ddavonved. 

iiiit, ibys Mr. Bvn ke, wc fouml Mr. in mr way. He neve,r fpoke more truly Im 

his life. . . , , , , . , , 

They did mt in ^pril Tl^fouvd hint m their when they had turned 

o^lt L.ird Noith tlif next year j then, and not till then, dul the plot; chicken x nor w a-s Mr. 
Hai^mgs iht:pnfy mctn fh,y fomd in ihetr. way. func! Mr, John Ma -pberron in then 

\ and they made a rejioi r which had tor its obj<:i 5 l hit remooal^ and a cenluri? of Lord 
North for appointing lum. Tl\«y foam! Mr.,^Vmitf tn tkir %vay ^ for they made miether 
report, m which they alTii med, that both be and blr Jidin \vrx 0 wtpiicateclM\ die crirnuudity of 
Mr Haftmrs, The rafidancc of the Broprietors, and the death of the M.arq‘» srvf Rocking* 
ham, prevented their plans from Dkmg wTca. They rcfigned, and in a fsw months came in 
with additional powt;r, by an (inrxptaed junclian wirb an old enemy. Then Mr. Fox 
ti ought in hi.s memorable Bdl, and ag^in /hey Mr. Hafirgs in their way, ./or bis f'l lenau 

joint d mod heaitUy in oppofiiion to that meafure, with a vtn-y great major^ of the nation. 
I'cannot poTibly look imo the heart of a m^n, ami ilifcuvcr tha motives of h-.s adions } hut, I 
'Ibelieve, there is not in Great Retain one man of cofiih'iui fenfe, or who has read hey.oml rhe 
Hillory of TonvTIiumb, who willDy with Mr, Burke, that, party views cannot hethe objei.''\ 

of their nrofecucion of Mr, Haltings. . ^ , 

Mr. Burke fays, Is it not notorknis, that if we thouglit it ronfiftcnt tvith our duty, ive 
Pi have at leaft an equal ibai e of the Indian intereft, which now is almoft Co a rsan 

<< agamft us ’ , , * , r 

There isiin infinuafion here, which it is incumbent untw Mr. Montague to do Aw»y. I 
deny the truth of it irt the molt lolemn and unequivocal manner. None of us have forgot the 
late important ftiugj'Us, n<>r the aClive pact which Mr. Burke tc-.ik in them. During thar 
P'Tiod, or any other, was the leafl ovnuire made diredihy or indir«(5lly on the part of Mr. 

by any man living to deprecate the refentment of Mr, Burke, or 1.is party ? I iSkm 
tber' wa.s not,'.ml at the very moment when their poBeflion of power cppea/ed (whether 
with or without caid« 1 know not) lo be i fpwke of Sbem prc^itcly m tlif rpafmer 
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cie of the Hon. Gsntlenpn moll acJmiic^^<J his Hon/f rleiil 

Orko), who xvas admircU for His th« iiualities of Ids li^wrt r .lus invtocib^ 
i^qWrtce^ anti f9r the clepth and eixtent of tcgrity, an<( h's inihounded bont ifolence^ 
iij^iderftaijduig 7 the cjuali^ties he however Major Scott ryfij Ibr thy purpoleot itating 

that I hati doiio, whbn their elsvatioa appeared to he hoorc U no |iven; tli.^ 

infinuation will bo created by the world as it defejn/es. ' ^ 

I will take upon me to 0«c!nre» tliat no overtures Wer^ at ars)^’ time, made by . 
or his friends to deprecate, the violence of hhs opponents) tliiHiglvan ovorioFe lo 

tliem. At a very critical period, namely, the niglu lu‘fort* Mr, Fox brought uvhir. hili; 
Sheridan, who made it, would have met me the next day, had I not decliov-d I’oe tmjtting. 
JIow far hs was empowered, or by wham . erripoWered to treaci I knavV hot ; biit an«'h 
having declined tjiat mating, vifhich was intended as an opening J(> an accotTimod.<siaa, 1 did 
pot expe^it to hear if; gravely atTerred at any time,- as a jha,ttetM<Fnc>toHety, tiiu iA5rlte;a- :i 
his .(r,i«wls might,.if they thought it coniiiljtent with th^^ir dliiyi nc li’dlt: hav^ vui «hh..l ^ 

of the Indian intervft.’* Mh Burke's nuMnirig is loo ohvw>u.s' to b? milfed, but it has iui ftu c 
fQUndaitdn in , ; 

3 am), Sir, Tour humble iiciryant, 

^ SCOT!'. 


i . 

I H, 


to tl^e P R 1 N T E R. 


t Am obliged to you for infst ting my;le,ttej* fo early in ypitr paper, and a? i mild lanll 
upon the pliblidatkai of Mr. Burke's iepe.r to be a hdr appealimm him to the public, I 
Jhall fubmit fame further reniarks to ih candovir find goodlcTif^ of the fdrr.e iribun.d. 

In his late fpbech, he gav^rus a Ipng accouni. of Muaoy Begum, whom no caritd ‘M’ 
I>Andng Gild, a common Froi^ wiclted Woman*''and .beltowed upon her a i}i 

opprobrious epixbefa, in lb far that |hr(?e>tenth 3 of the.jaihes wdm heard hitii, n.afV have Je, 
Juitcd with the rnoa unfavourable opinion of this vepqrablc matron. If tlta Hwuiw vv<At; 
give Mr. Burke entire credit for the, veracity of, e very (iia ihar he erither aclfirms ord«uies, it 
Would tipdh this dccafion be in one of the maft u.ifortunate dilemmas that any pyh;!.' ba i'.> 
was ever iiivolyed jn ; for Mr^ But ke hmj&lf. in the EloveniVi, ^a^jotc of t he Bc-laa Crim m ith;c 
gave the Houfe the falbvving Mpnoy Begum, in i.ho yddr < 7^3- 

« It will be proper to ftate to the HoyOi .the rituatiou ;usd:,citcdrnftan^e^ of the. vv 
** principally concM'ucd, who were in tjie Seraglio of Ja'mer Aliy f;Mv. ri at hh skvb.. 7 ^^. 

fi'fi ®/ wiis called Munny Begum, a perfon QrI|rinaUy horp.of par«r and obhdre p,;5 
<< rents, who delivered her over to ftie coraiuarefs Of a camp^iny of dancr {i/ris, in wluch 
•< profd.1aon being Callsd to exhibit at a leftivid ^vhere tlia lace.N;>bdl> tu-ik a li.kV»g ui h;-r 
rafter fame co-habitation, Oie obtained fuch . influence over Ihm, 4;,, y 

^ his wives .(a,nd jke Jeems to have be^n th 7 f^VQunteJf.pji h$y at htc^cUf .dis Vay-am , 

•»* and havi»,(g" a (on by her, thliftm fucettded j Muntiy Bernm* 

the motper, Hr will a d<^if&erJ' ccHjulerahIt: fmsof .mi.fiey^ and otii r if-t< civy 

In which he left a cliarge, which has fjnee b^en appUea to the tervicVcf the 
«* Gampany/’' 

All the litter part of this account we know to be ftiirftly true 3 ^nd tlie firft may be fu 
nlfo, ahtumgh it will beimpotflble for Mr. Burke, or any^^thor ptirfon in BngluKl taprovo 
it. Manny Begum, by Mr. Burke’s own account, vyas l 1»4; wile, and the favmur.iie wife 
Jaflier, the fupmoV of his Sensglio * and,Lord Cfivo took a legacy of five Jad'rs upon the 
ftfcnglh of her teftinaany, which forms a fund for Ll^e h,df-pay of our army! If Oi*: ew r 
was a dancing girl, it muff Ivave been nearly fifty yws ago j , for the laft :vvcn!ly*ieven ye:u « 
Ihe has been treated as the firft woman in Bengal. How ftie acquired her p{,».ver and in* 
fiownce originally, Ipng antecedeni: a.s it was to our own mfl,)<.nct; in Bengil, is not a ma'ta* 
iiin the leaft confeqnence i but I fhoqM be glad to know, if the H-.ufe is to giv,e e.ntiroamevl.v 
*(>Mr Burke for the veracity of every M lie aflirrns or deities, how. they ar. c.Vail, whil 
he differ^ ffsm hiHiJelf? In rlnj Eleventh Rtm'ri, Pnd in tliv. 'ai tides 

to the Lords, tins Lady is c.^lied the wid-^ pf Mev In his fp*.'ftch, which wi- 

wg/vf moll I■cligicln^ly to b^eUeve, itXa is ft) led a w Wked woman, and a com.num nroi- 
titucA*' ' ■ . . 

I mall proceed in further elucidAiion of the dang«r, as well ar' of Che abfm -^dy ti( M-* 
Rmkt’ji dodlnne, - * 

E : ih 
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of t'h« proofs b: iticant ro adduce 
. die 3Ueg:iciot'»s contained in the 

into a Kniij and mi- 
' 4ini^^etai|l nf KaHern tronfatStonii* fcvfiich 
wfj.'it to tb» aiquiital of Mr, Halting^ in Uic 
p;irticulars alluded to iiv tlis petition,—* He ar. 
fome length enstied into tlje proceedings re¬ 
lative to Nundctjmar, the vvh'tde of which,- 
hki {;dd, were laid before Gavermitenf, fuh* 
feqiitjnt ro which Mr. Huftiogs was repeated¬ 
ly Cfmtjfiued in h. is high office of Governor- 
G.eneral,- After fuch appoiniinents, wl)a$ 
could ba th« opinloit of Mr, Haftings, or yf 
the world, hot that the charge Was looked 
upon as a baOi ahtl unfbtSnded i ’hiimny ? Yet 
t'lis \va;i the mafs o? evidence vrUkh the Ma¬ 
nager I’.acl been talkii>g of for two days, and 
which he was fo a5ixT*s)ns to prodote;, The 
Hon. Major pweeding, I'aich when Mr. 
HafVtngs returned, to England not a quelhon 
was alked him as to Nuodcomar's inforaaa- 
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tion ? yet Ills never fo w-hat 

never put to him, w/as drawn by the Hoc! 
Manager ar a ftrong prefumption of his guilt 
That Hbufe next took up the buhnefs of 
Kundcomar, and paffed a d^ncirion thereon 9 
yet after that decifion, the Mahnger thought 
pniperto a|?irrn that Mr , Hatlings murdered' 
Nundcvjmar by the harjds of Sir Elijah Impey * 
There» he faiU, were the different puinfi 
which he wiiht d to fubftantiale by evidence } 
after having done that, he wiTnld not pre- 
fame to offer a motion, being cchfident that 
the Houfe would confult itc Ovvn hbnour*, and 
do Mr« Haffiiiga jidlice in the fteps they 
meant to purfue. Be was ccnvIiKCd that he 
could prove the truth of the 
would not prefume to point ottc wh?vt mea-^ 
fures ought to be taken. 

In the courfe of the Hbiiourable Major’s 
fpecch, he was interrupted on the point ol 
oinJer by 


He lias affirmed, that to let the lands of Bengal in farm, was 3 moft wicked^ corn3ptr and op- 
preffive fyftem, invented by Mr. Haffirtgs, tinamhoriaed by tik Pire^Slors,* and a fcaodalouf 
Violation of the rights of the Nobility and Country Gentlemen of Bengal. 

Mr. Burke has rvprefcoted himklf as a laborious, plodding., and mqtiifiEive man, who has 
been intent upoii the dlfcuvery of Indian grievances for eight years. What refi.ince dughC the 
Houle, or the F\ib!k, to whom he has appealed, to place upon his accuracy or fidelity, when 
It is a notorious f thnt the plan fur' farming the lands was adopted in various ioffanccs 
three years before Mr. Elaftings adopted it j and is thus mentioned by Governor Verelff and 
Mr. V-schcr, in a letter to Select Committee in Bengal dated froai Morlhedafoad, the 30th 
f t July 1769? 

The plan we v,fifhed to fee generally folloxvedis, that of letting theland^ toilarm, fora 
term of years, as u-e are pei fuaded that mode tentfs moft tik the welfare of the inhabkauts, 
the improveme/u. of the country, and of courfe the benefit of our employers. We ars 
happy Id find tlie Hon> Coivrt of BiretSlors feem to iiave adopted the fame fentimentj:; and 
we fiatter’ ourfelves beginning that Is now tnaking^ in lating out to farns the dijh i^t of 
<* Rajc Sbahy and Nuddea^ nvili in time be followed tUoughout tie l*rr.tnnce of Bengal*'' 

Hsjre is another ftrong inftauce brought, in order to prove that Che Houfe cannot, and 
ought no", to give entire credit to Mr. Burke. 

Tro- his lafk fpecch, he read a teflimonfal which Lord Corn^valliS and his Council ha^ 
sranfmitted to the Court of Diretfliws from the RajiJh of Dinagipore, a boy. whom he repre- 
ferued to be eleven ort w'elvo years of age, Mr. Burke might well fay, indeed, that fuch a 
lethnionial, from fuch a child, was ooly to be mentioned with ridicule, or with conterxkpt #, 
a ui in luch a contemptible light he did reprefent it. This CcBirtJoniM the Houfe has not 
teen ; but if they were ro give entire credit to Mr. Burke, they might fuppofe, th<xt m other 
fgr.ature appeared i(, the t fimoniaU The la< 5 l, however, IS, that it isjigned by all the public 
odicifs cf the who manage the hufinefs of the Zemindaty for him; and the next 

»ume to the it, that of the Nath Zmindar^ or Public Minijier, t have been afked 

ier'ooJly,of vvhdi WdiJity the teftiraonial of fuch a child could be j fo completely were Mr, 
Pnrks'^.audilior rctHrvinced,, by his general argument, that no olhtr figuature wiis ai 3 ^*ed to 
H, but tlwt of the infant, as he called hlrp \ 

I thould encroach too much upon yuur time, and your paper, were I to prodvree the va¬ 
rious infhinccs that have occurred, by which 1 could prove that Mr. Burke's doClrine is a 
wdi dangerous o!\c joJccd. The good fenfe and iha juflice of the Houfe reje^ed it at once ; 
htit it appear:* to mcr tiiac Mr. Burke wifhes for die decifion of the public alfo upon the fame 
p<jiot. if 1 am right in tliis cnojen 51 iue, I anj juftihed in laying before them a few fa£ls, by 
t\ hkh tiWy nifty determine, that iieicher the Huufe nor the public ought to give him ci'cdit 
the veracity of the Ms lie eith-r ajfu rns o denies. 

1 am,. Srr, Year humbre fervant, 


It, 1789. 


JOHN SCOTT. 
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f.&r. Ma{^er olf the who faid, he 

lbc,« that at the moment of compUlniog of 
^egulaiiiy in another (>lat:e, by the ufe 
improper words, the farms irreg'nla* 
rity not he faheiV^here, hat chat 
the mems of the petition might h« fairly pio- 
ceedeii to hs difetifred, ;uul the words com-*, 
pliflued of be examined, whether they wei e 
reilevant to the profccution, and whether 
they wer« or were nut authorjfed by Uic 
lloufe. 

Mn Fox defiled that th^‘ petition might be 
read ; which being accfvrdiugly done, lie ani--. 
madverted iberepn, obferving, that at the 
ttvornent it complained of (lie Managers mnk. 
ing mnvarrantabie charges, ic did the like, 
b/ charging them with feverai falfeboods un*. 
der tile cover of a protefbtion. 

The Mafler of the Rolls that the* 
Houfe oa^hc to go to the inveftigatioii of the 
jiUegatiom contained in the petition, and fee 
whether proofs could be advanced to prove 
the falfehoods it alferted to have been 
made. 

The M.ijor, after the above Ihort inter- 
niptjon, proceeded to the cooclafuin of his 
jfpeech* 

Immediately after the Hon, Major had 
GOiicIuded, 

Mr, Bouverie rofe, and for the purpofe (vf 
gettingrid of the petition moved, TiwlUiis 
Houfe do now adjourn.” 

Mr. Sumner ohjeded to the motion, and 
faid the Houfe ought to fviffer the petitioner 
to go into a proof of the allegations of the pfi- 
jtition, 

Mr, Fox declared himfeU" convinced of 
Jthe faffhood of every allegation, excepting 
that relarivc to Nundcomar, which was mif* 
reprelentei. He wifhed the Houfe to ad- 
joiirn. 

The Marqui.^ of Graham w'as againft the 
adjournment, ajid argued the right of the 
Houfe to fuffer the proof being gone into of 
the words complained reh^iive to the death of 
Kundcomar, 

Sir Jofeph Mawbey thought the Ffoufe 
Wou'd do beft to adjourn and get rid of the 
l&ufinefs; he contended that tlie Houfe of 
Lords was the only fit place for notice to liaye 
been taken of any improper ds, and that 
fuch notice ought to have been taken as fopn 

the words were uttered, 

Mr. Ford contended that (he Houfe ought 
not to adjourn, bm proceed to the ponfidfsira- 
tion of the petition. If the Lords had cb*- 
jedle,d t<>, and checked the Managers for* any 
of their proceedings, he doubted not hut the 
Managers would have come to the Houfe^ 
;9rul complained aj^ainft their Lordiliij^S', f'U* 
prefamin|; to iherp thp m*.nri<!jr 



in which they fhouU pj*p<:eeci wl-ih 

cutvon,, 

Mr. Fox faid, no fuch thing woulSl 
ibeen time its the Managers oomplain.ng 
againfl the Lords for any .inrerruplion : tht 
Cusuiftjl for Mr.HaOiogs had a right m inter- 
rvtpt (ho Managers, and die only tirnt- be on* 
pofed fiicb interruption, was nut for the n- 
terruptiwn itfelf, hut on account of its hoi: 
Ivaing decently made. He had, he faid, a? 
h<gh an opinion of die pHv,leg'.rs of (he Huuftr 
of Conimone ns any man j he never had, 
hfjvvever, 85vpe<fted to hnv« heard whnt had 
jidl been efTertcd, that the Lords bad no riglit 
to inierrupC the Managers; they certainly jhad 
a right, and they muff fubmic to tlieir Lord- 
fhips whenever they thought proper to flop 
their proceedings. 

Mr. Sumner proiiofcd to Mr. 8o)i>vcric ro 
wichdraiv his motion of adjournment, as h« 
wilhed CO move for rhe Houfe to receive evi* 
denc t to fubflantiato the allegationii of the 
Petition, 

Mr. Louveric refufed to withdraw his mo.* 
tion. 

Mr. Smith was agrtir.rt the adjournment, 
and cbnftdeied it the duty of the Hmife to 
go into a confideraoon of the Petition. He 
coiifidered the afTertioiisof Mr. Burke, which 
wcie complained of, merely as declamaiion, 

Mr. Fox again declared, that hei\ally be¬ 
lieved the aUeg’Ailons of the Petition tobef.ilfc* 
except that rsUvting to Nimdcumar, vvhRh 
w"us mifreprefdnted. 

Mr. Mitford coirftnded, chat the Petition 
oaglit to be coufideteu ; tor he faid, if the 
allegations it contained wei etrue, iidefervcd 
the greatefi attention and redrals from ili» 
Houfe 5 if, on the oilier hand, they wer<4 
falfe, the Petition, and the p«»fon prefeciring 
ii, wmdd merit the fevered cenfurc. If 
Mr. HaPings was guilty, he wlfl.e.d him to 
fall under the w^eight of his crimey, not 
UMtIer the weiglit of his pnifecutors. The 
profeciuion ought to b« cop.duiSlrd with hv* 
nour to char Houf'*, wnrh nothing cnlm-n.- 
niating or intLimmatory on the miudii of vli«: 
Juugcs, rhe Lon’s had .uoi she power <3f a 
Judge in the lower Courts to punjfh the af» 
fer tor of a calnrriuy j ,ht.y cculd do no nior« 
than ihip hi.*; prcjc ^tdiiig in fuch calumny ; 
‘whsre ihsn wi'U projinety could the Peti*- 
tioner appeal for redr efs but to that l;To«f<? ? 
To them tb» apphcation vvns made, and ro 
their candour aiv.! jutt'ce. He had he ird :hie 
explan-vtion which tlic R ghw Hon. Ceni-kman 
offered to the H(n»fe j it was, h-iwever, aw 
cX{>l<mAtiocvtbathy no ip.e;»ns. fjkOsfjed him ; f 'c 
\vas conyiocetl^ in hip (jwn mind,' that it wr,? 
the vUity.ofthc Houfe c<» examine w'^ie^her 
the a'leg-i.tionp vv-re or wcrs po|i (oundrd 
5 2 
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Jlf:^t a^certaul«:^^ it wculd 

b«!)it'V*; iliera lo alctrri.'iiw vvhaV 
done : if tue r/iJvfi'ittions *were 
f.i) redrefsthe party injured ; <'>r 
ihoul'd rlif-y fv" provt-d, 'Vtet cenn.re it 

hi nefu.Ii-if y Tt; on tiie petition, r-riil 
llie perfo'n oti!cru-jf^ it. ' 

;Vfr. Pox ngret'd with the Hon* G^nllei^ 
fpan,' tiifte i( was ijnprnp?r in cafes of life and 
•I'k.'.th TO ^rdilucp.re tlit: palTTOiis j it vvri$ net f'6 
■'ii) vyjifdirvKv^oours. In trials on life or death', 

' tl')c verdliSl conld pot ha dinere’nt, the' defend 
daot na'att l)e guilty oi* af'juitietrn it 

v^-'as net fo in ati ifiTpeach hue n nr>l)'ded 
‘mparirnir,' wht're aggnivation >vas fair ori ofie 
‘fnic% and eUeriViation on the otl\ur„—r~.'r^hd 
i.oi-ds inight firjc! a p^':>T{an impeached before 
them guilty of a mifdarneanonr; it reftied 
Vv i'dj them, as they conceived thi? guilt, to 
or.irr The p'li.iLh'n’icnt 5 it v/as thcjcrore the 
t'a!.‘y of the prj'.h-cutuni to ftate ir; the flfongetl 
Oohnics ^ntl nv'l^ forcible layguagc tise r''eat 
wnormiiy of the oilfeiite. iic laid, he was 
' ready to alh.wi tluihe fhould abufe bis trMff, 
were he in aik.rc a frill; did not nie.ih 16 
^jrove, or that in his confeience he did not 
Iklicvs to be rrvie: wliat had bech chafpd 
Mr. Idafhrgs believed to be per* 
fuClly »Vv ' He infilled, that it wa:; th?rdut)- 
of the Ifourc u; give fhe ntmofl confidence to 
ihtiir M.iingen'-j n'l truUingto theni wi'attliey 
conceived 10 be relevant; for, if they did not, 
the profeCiniou coxdd not podibiy be criCried 
on widi ciNcitl TbeHoufe, belaid, wiiat- 
pver n’tfdc they might rfdr.pc, orm wl^t way 
they nia'hi;' thi'nk proper m bring forward 
. the pwdenl bufirttf^, nrievlliti die end come to 
the Ihort tjiv.Qion,'-—Whether rbe Munageis 
Vvero or were ode fit to carry bu lire prokcti-. 
aLi'.)n'>i—-li was not probable, be faid, that at 
f.he rhomcul they were about to gr iheh rhb 
yaufcls of the;r b.Umrs by ft (uccefsfLil 
’Voriciurio'n to the jirofecution, they wocjti 
Vuirnud their cavifc, the tuinonr of tlteir Coun¬ 
try, the in oiuur of ibe Hon e, and tlicjr ou h 
bonoiU;, by atvfouiuled citlanmicVs. Ho tih- 
(trved upon tlv- manner in which the cbui- 
pMir.t came before the Heuie, noc f om o>je 
0)'then'own had'/1 fe'utfiom t.aeaccufed pe-r- 



"ihe Honfff w.is at libeHy^at that mawdentJJ^ 
they thought fit, to jippciich him for th|( 
murder. It Was his opinion, 2!nd ever liaq 
hceu fo, that it waif a gvufs mubder, and that ' 
the nnfortubate nvaa had bedn put to death 
for the baryfl; •(Varpofes. Hfc argutd, ihst if 
tfid feltercjohs; mad^ ftga'itift ^ ivJr.,' faftiogs 
erndd not he psrov^al true, they yvouid ul¬ 
timately tend' to hts advantage, St bcing^ a vvell 
khovdn riiley that the /attdr^ of an argnrhent 
agatnll an accufed perbin niadb fei'r hirti, 
lie cs^red" nc.r, ha friid, oii his own atcoiint, 
how tbo motion dil'pofhd of j' it vvas of 
tittle'mdhienii"to''biipr be wifishd, botvever, 
to' ihioVin the' Hohfe, ihat Kss Ilight Uvri« 
Frieml (Aitr, Hmke) jiO rxit (kic,,! (lug'.e j 
every 'mi of ' the' M'anagers wordd have 
ufed th|? fame ftrdrtg exprelltohs, had it fallen 
td iheir Iharb to open that charge'.-^'I'bero 
eyas'ho differehce of o'phium on the fubpfft: 
beiv/e'?n thofe vvtib biyd confidto ed jit 5 the 
dliTeiouLe only exiflcd K'tw,?aj, lOem and 
fhnfe who knew and 

Mr. 'HaiVuigs. It vvas therefore fair tO pre« 
fu'riie that the ■'Managers :x^;eT'«'right; as' 

the' ' preftmiptlhii''WoS''' in’' ' hwonr,^ t he 

Iloihe Quglil tq he careful to obtain folid 
prO'ols a-g'ainfl tiieo'''lVthn'ag<ff;s,' previohs to 
their {proceeding 10 emfure them. He en- 
terevi ipfo ob'hir vat ions on the dilllic'h'tties hnder 
wliicli the IVfahri^cti C Tmmericetl' iK proie- 
cutioo, without rbfc .'iflhhince of any of the ■ 
'CrotViy IiiwyOhs,: 'arid 'Without favour of 
the Hfq'ufo oh ges'icral political friptcs.—Bu 
'ihh'tat'ed this Ho'ri^ if they'refnhid thu-r Mr<- 
jiagers their adh'hrnce, not to impede them, 
'but to aPpw tliem fair pUy ‘ if ilicy had iu)t 
lime co ahiff them, he fiopod they wouhhno't 
■find tinfe tp bpp,()fe cliem, ahei to eodliWorir to 
pur their pirocc'ediijgr}. Oppbhtinn, ho faid, 
were aUv.nys cb.m-ged with n wipi of''pelting 
the places of thoffe they bppdfed j he WJfiled 
he cfiuU' fjfy tlVe fame of tlid pr^fent OppO',- 
hnori th iTitt Manoyers of the Pi't;fccuikJn j 
the cafe iviis hovverer tite'revdffe, arid wcr« 
the Qppohtlun to defeat rdie ,h lari age rs, they 
wiuiid “riidt he Vviliiii'jj tip pfh^Cd 'With ihift 
piofcGoti^m f.heoifetv«fs. |f tile adjodruaii:an j 
'ihouM be 'n'egiitivdi,:, he. b'opd’d' 'fb^' Huinq.;- 


fnn. The whoh* pi'oeeedings on the petitiorq .wotihl igb trifo a proof Of the‘oilegations, and 
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laid, werMiofi' more coirrary to'TTreccdent 
'tbar. they re !0 c<jmru..;!i fvnfe. Oiu! miuor.K 
<0 idl public jinVkic'fo,' ever. Iw vvinied io 
ftllc, if (lie'op'oi 'Hof the f.tte i)! Nuu;l,.tim;:s' 
Vv'as Of’v ^ w.'is it rtoC ailcifed hv his Hon. 
Friend "(Mr.''Shevidap)' btfo»''e ihe ‘Isi'rdS) 
W) li an cifedt nev'er to'be forgotten, .''.t 'be 
hioonnt (hsit five, decir::>n i'n favour of Sir 
Klij ih Impe-y tvas uewV, that Kundcomtrr was 
lul-'’y .btui'itr^red ? ' rh-. w<,uld nr»t ;d.i'>vv'' that 
fbe Houi'y nf CortfivV'iis'I'cfvibO" to impe.tcHi 
feir Iglijali imp ry^was ar. aJiipilUid of" him j 


be lu.d riri lUmht the hllfity Of them would 
/ippe'ih ; He would vote (or Ch« adjournment, 
hut wiiotfiqi it wag atgreed to or not, a time 
he bpped vyhishjc"''m'c vvltcn tii« whdh:ofLli« 
ptt'leut f) .'>ct‘e''!'(g,s 'vvo'uld he rcp»oh.'»iyd .iruf 
expivgsd.'J be riirtdiid^ of liid 'Rtghr Hon. 
fricnii (MV, .Burla*) was lionourithie to hun- 
feif, to time rfouid, and to hts c:'V,ntty : the 
HcwIj in t(yi.''.g' h.m wiiuMtry al'lfhe .’'vh'iOft'; 
gets ; rfh;y''.dl .idnnrttd hiS g^ncr.'d co.-idviul, 
and .tdhoVhd his coudu*l of tiird dhy 'lii .i'b- 
featiiig liiriihjif, feJing tljo indiguiry V I'^big 






[ *9 3 


as a by the ailprit'He 

editing. Jle coacladeti by cofijuritvg 
^l^iHoufe Ui takts car« of tl^eir own {woour, 
l>«t to fuJfer their itniWcfitoriRl powers to bo 
jafringed or dedfroyeoj, anii not to it' to 
appear to Iho worlo that they w«'re- either 
ppevsricatciis in the profecotioo, or a«S%ing as 
couiiiei for the man thC7 profetidetl to pi'ofe- 
aote. ■ '' ' '' 

Mr. Jekyll argued the tlility of tue Mana¬ 
gers conducting chemfelvci w'ith the fame 
caution as advocates for a cnminsl profecu-' 
tion. He contended,, that it was incumbent 
on the Houfe,, in prefervation of iheJr duty 
to individuatsjt and of their honour and dig^ 
ftiiy, to receive the Pctitson j fir*, if tlie alle¬ 
gations were true, to gi ve that red refs whicb 
they were bound iu jultice to grant to the iiK 
Jured p,u'ty. He coaC.ludc:i;l by reprobating 
the coiulu«Sfe of a Maiwg^r who would pr«- 
fume to make a charge agininft any man, in 
,the teeth of a folemn deciiiou of the Hoofe. 

Mr. Houverie’s motion w^as then put, 
** That this Moufe do now adjourn ;' oil 
whieli the Houle immediately divicleci| 

'Ayes 97 

■Noes J 5S 



Majority 

Major Scott then xnovetl, 
•Burney, Ihort-lrmd writer 
.e^atY.Mued.*’ 

A (bolt convdrfavion took 


,61 

** ThuA 


Mr. 


be called in aod 


this 


place on 

motion, which was objected to by Mr. F(»«, 
Mr. Adam, Sic Grey Cooper, and Sir James 
Johnfione, as an impropcif mode of proving 
the words of a Member of Parliament. 

The Chancellor of the EKclxiqoer, the 
Marquis of Graham, Col, phippj?, the Ar-- 
torney General, Mr* Kolle, Mr; Smith, 
Alderman Le Mefiirier, and .Sir William 
Young, were of opiiiiou, that <f jc evidence of 
the ftiort-hand writer could wHth proptieiy 
be admitted, 

Mr. Ad.mi wifhinS'aCamiti’ftt’e la be Ep- 
pointtd ro examine pieccdcius, moved iho 
if Previous Q!'eltton/ / 

A rtiort converfarion enfued on this nvn ion, 
which being agreed to by the .Ghancelicr of 
the Exetwquer, and <di &rs on th.u fide of the 
. Hoofe, it w’cs cvirritd . 

Mr, Adam t’ntn moved the appoipitmeni of 
winch Sir William YoiMg 
oppoWxl; and infilled vipon dWidhvg iUj 
H oufe. 

The Houle immeiliatcly divided. 

Ayes —» 1031' 

Nues • 17 

^ Majority 

And at half .an tu/wr after nhie o’clock the 
}h)ule adjou|uaU • ; / 


, Mo'WT'Ary/Maf^h 

WritS' W'ere ordered ut l^;^i^tued• for 
bers; to rerVeJui'Parlianfcnr for'tl'ic county 
toWii of Cytmbridge v the for mer vacatevl hy t ti,« 
death''of''Sir ''■Henry''Peyton, the'' hit-ar hy 
General Adeane, v/ho ha^ forfeited h»s f«at 
by ttiC .-tcceptance of the td^cte^of oiw of thij 
Groomfi of the P^chamber. 

T’he Marquis of Gr^tiam reported from the 
Connmttwe appoiiltwu tfi fearcli for preoctIviUs 
appofitft to the fteps neceffavy: t« be tthkerv m 
the petition of Mr. HaUings, tliat they had 
found no precedent immediately in pomt, hut: 
referred''the Plimfe r.o chi^ '/of hir JDadtey' 
Diggeirnnd Elfiot, and vvl'ilch cafe 
fert^ in the Journals, wdierte they couceivi'd 
that the BoUlw, in refpedl to word*, would 
find fornething analbgous and word^y their 
obfervatianw ^ 

The report w;iS ordisred to be laid on th^ 

tMe, 

Mr/Sumher moved, thyt the order ofth.^ 
day on the further amfiderfotian of' the poti- 
cion of Warren HafViogw';, fhoah' be read. 

The fjrder of the <lay being read, 

Mr. Sumner udKt rnoved, that 
Gurney, <hort-hand cvriter, ihoiild b^ 
mined for the purpofe ’of proving the altc.. 
gations contained in the pttiuon of Mr* 
Hidings, 

Mr. Frnneis whether thevfiai)n«ha!tn 3 
writer was to be exaroined to theentire of tl^? 
RlUgaticms, or to fome paiticular pomt. H'i7 
thought chat he fhould be examined 35 to the 
whole of the fprecii, and chat it Ihould ha 
tranflated, to fee whether tlie tenor of the 
fpcech was conliftcnt w-itb the ftrefs laid On 
the particular words fmgicd otii: to haves 
been Ipokeo by Mr, Burke. 

' Mr> Addingthri thought it was unnerefTary 
to Uke f‘ retroflpeO. of the eniire bufinei.^: the 
elicrge was made againlt that parr of the 
fpeech w hich relaird to the murder of Kmvd- 
c.umar ; he did not fee clatch* Houle 
tiike cognisance of any other part of 
fpeecb. He would therefore . move an 
■amendment, th»l after tliC w oid ** examlf»e'^ 
(ho-altl b"; infcf ted, < for the purpofe of a/« 
cert iining (0 vnoch of the Jdh'gacioh m the 
pctriion as rtflpcdlej 'the aff.ltv of Kund'- 
cwm.ar," ‘ . ’ 

Mr , Sheridarr thought the amendment 
tremely {lartial; u went to prnferibo Mr, 
Burks from the benefits which might accrU« 
from coni'idih ij i^h« gtlmo al firaiui es hf his 
Ipaecb, and it wilbed to confine in a poiivt, 
the principals of which could nut he know,f 
without the fpeecb or th? whole tbauld be 
. confuired'. He d'ui tuM think it fair or ho-. 
inm/.jhh: to pin tl,!: Fiieud down ,to a 

fpcci'fi ; rh?rr,vT. 'le lUh noe unok it jull ;to 
giiibly ih« pt'hsiou iu favour of the 
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bc^fi of Uie Managers? atn? whether 
‘ i through tenderttejs or jultice, 
Itijfb i«^noW keep up appearances» and for 
he would, conriftent with hi^ ideay 
give his ne^atJV’C to tl'ie amendment. 

Major Scott itieelared he had no commuwi* 
<K«ion whatfoevevwrth the fhort.. hand writers. 
I'/fr. Burke had made many charges for which 
l.here was no fouiKlaitoh, He would not for 
the preleot enter into what he had Of 
T')6vi Sing and the tlirce feals j birt as to his 
charge of Nundconrar, it dwelt ofi the mirtd 
of Mr. Hafting'j, anritdtbatpmicniar it was 
tieceffarj dimft the attention of the Honfe. 

Mr. Fox did not think the grounds on 
which the Hon; Member arjjtied fapportable. 
The priloner.bad ft'ated a matcer exceedingly 
hijurfouf; to hts Hon. Friend, Where, he 
sfked, could he obtain fatisfu^hon ? Not be- 
lore 0 Court of juftiee- Not before tiie 
High Court of PartianiiBht. Not from the 
(decirion of tba Koufc of Lords. The Com« 
*oons of Gresi Britain, of w*hom be \va.s a 
reprefeptative, he appealed to. He. only 
afked thtm to go into , a complete inveftiga* 
.tior c,f his cOnduifty and that ought not to be 
denied* 

Mr. Pitt differed from the Bight Hon. 
GenUcnian ; it could not, he faid, hflve .any 
effs-lt on the Hon. Gentlemsh, (Mr. Borke) 
to have the petition prctceeded on confiftcnt 
M'ith the amendment. Tbofe Centlemm 
who had bonded that they were cloatheU in 
the Robes of Magifiracy, could nut be injilreil 
by any allegation made by the perfoa whom 
they were profecuting, particularly if thefe 
«neg.?»tio:i3 were not deemed worthy the con- 
fider.ition of the Hmife. He thought the 
prif<)ner fbould have complained before, that 
i , as to fevera) of his allegations. He charg¬ 
ed the Managers ivjtb aiting contrary to thehr 
former deciarytions, for that in requeftipg 
that the whole of the allegations miglrt be 
difcwlTcd, they created that delay whidi they 
t»ad fiiken fo much pains to impute to the 
tondndt of the other fide of the Houfe., 

Mr. Fox brit fly replied ; he Okl, that de. 
h4y could not be imputed to tbo Managers ? 
jtocy !)ad laid originhhy thaube petition ought 
hot to have been received. He then entered 
into an able rep^y to the arguments iifcil by 
A'lr, Put, and wuh his ufual ability contro¬ 
verted tlve afVcitions and argumetus uf his ad¬ 
versary. 

Mr. Wyndham took a retrofpeefit of the 
bufiineis. He <,r>»er ed into the CJ|ueOi^?n at large, 
a?id doclared diat it was evident fnim what 
h'Kl dropped from (Uhers of: the Managers, 
oi which not tl.e leaB’ notice had been taken, 
lha: hif. Hon. Friend Mr, Biuke was In gled 
out by tbiK prifoner, as being the moft fijr- 
ftwdabh; vf his an^ hayrnga Knovy- 


l«dg« of his guilt, which mulCl bring hin? 
juftice.' 

Mr. Pitt denied that Mr. Burke had bee«!i 
hngled out, for the charge alluded to was not 
m^idc by Mr. Burke, it originated vvith ano¬ 
ther of the r,tanagBr.s (Mr. Sheridan), and 
therefore this alTsrtion could not have weight 
with the 

The Houfe divided s 
For the amendment, ji 

^ainft it, 69 ' 

Haiority 46 

After fhrne defultory converfatiois, th^ 
iBort.band writer was examined. 

It is impofTiblefor us to enter into an 
detail of ih«5 argumeius made ufe of on each 
fide, cfiiriog the ex-aminaiion of Mr. Gur¬ 
ney. .After being many times ordered ro 
withdiaw, he was fufFered at la fit to give bis 
teflimony, with the afhB.'inCf of his fhort* 
band notes, refpeilhng the words ff>t)ke«, 
which. proved that Mr. Burks had faid, 
** that UK (m.eaning Mr, PlaBihgs) Muitl- 
** ft E M E » HIM (meaning Kundetionw) 

** THROnOH THE WANPSOF SlW JKtjfjAjj 

** Impxy.”' 

After Mr. Gurney bad withdrawn^ 

The Marquis ofGiuham rofe. He wifhed 
nor to dwell lowg otj the fabje^tj he would 
only fpeak to the authority veBed in the 
hands of the Managers by the Houfei it cer¬ 
tainly did not amount to charging Mr, Haf- 
tings With the murder of Nvindcornar. He 
would therefore move, That no djre<fliori 
or authority was given hy this Houfe to bring 
as a charge .agaiiiB Mr. Haflmgs, or to im¬ 
pute to him the condemnation and execu¬ 
tion of Nundcomar.^^ 

Mr, Sheridan requeued to know if this 
refoliitioD was to he followed by any other ? 

The Marquis of Graham replied, by none, 
that he Icuevy uf, 

Mr, Fox had not much objeiStion to the 
motion, and therefore would Rut piotradl: 
the debate by taking the f«|jfe''of the Houfe 
upon it. He did not conceive the rethhuion 
implied any cenfure oti the condiidl of his 
Hon. Friend. 

The Chanixdlor of the Expliequer exprefi' 
fed mucli fatisfa£lion at the ready acqmefc<jiricje 
of the Right Hon. Gsntleman xvho fpoke UB, 
It was a full conviction that th^ motion eai> 
ried evident propritty with it j it was a necef- 
fary .nionement the FLnife owed for the in¬ 
jury done to Mr, HafVings, by ch:irging him 
with murderj the fame ciipe he begged 
to l>« luuierfiood as not meaning to throw 
any cenfurc on the Riglit Hon. Managers, 

Mr. Fox Wilbad to inform the Right Hon. 
Gentleman that he acquiefeed hecanfe t)ie 
motion ftoavr.yed no ceMfuije upon ins^ friepd. 
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fiirtl’ier, hecaiars It dM not re* 
/film from roefttioning the trartfaftvon 
^tore. He b%,gecl the Hoi^ib to obf<!^?'ve, 
'that Mr. Burke brought iids fiiiih chahj^a 
agaihft Mr. Haflings as mur^ter^ that not 
feven an Honourable Baronet lalU: year, when 
he impeached Sir Elijah Impey, accufed him 
»f murder, ia the technical knCc of the 
word — It was only In a moral fenfe. It 
could ,not be brought ag.iInB; either of them 
a$ a heavy crime, btii: as a mifdemeanor. 
NunducomAr was takeh oflT in a foul man- 
ncr ^ they were the caufe, not the eflfeO. 
That tW Hon. Gentleman oppofite to him 
(Mr. Pitt) was fatistied with his acquief- 
«cnce, he w'as pleafed ; he was more pteafed, 
becauie the motion conveyed no cenfure. 
At the fame time, he thought it would be 
difgracefql to the charaderof a learned Gen¬ 
tleman, who had faid, that all Europe looked 
tvkh cagLT eyes on this trial, if he negle<5led 
to move tor the removal of the prefent Ma- 
nagers. 

He might, or might not fay, what was 
sifreeable to the Hon. GentPrman who fpoke 
hit; but he conceived himfelf at liberty to 
menthn again the fannO w^ords Mr. Burke 
Itad made ufe of. Ho wlftif.d the Houfe, if 
they were diffatisfied with their condiuSit, to 
remove them. The Managers did not wilh 
to continue in their oihee -without the con- 
fidcnce of the Houfe. perhaps the Hon. 
Gentleman might, lind perfons on his fide the 
Houfe fit for fuch offices. The Managers 
w^ere men of dificrent charafters. Pie had 
relied n\uch on the generofny and honour of 
the Houfe 5 he had thouglit that political 
profeffiona and, prejudices wouki have been 
.Waived 011 this fubjeft s he had been de¬ 
ceived 5 he hud found a defire to And fault 
with their proceed.'tags, to linen to com¬ 
plaints againfi them. The Houfe mufi be 
fenfible that they muAaa according to their 
pidgmencs ; that it- was not, he had been 
infomietl, illegal to lallancff a larger crime to¬ 
wards proving a fmallcr j for in the trial of a 
“nan for defrauding an infurance office, tha 
profecutors hud alledged and proved tiie com- 
intffion of murder againfi ihe pi ifoner. 

Mr. Sheridan could not, even at this late 
hour, he^; ?roubiing the Houfe svith a few 
obftrvatiojis. He wifhed the Houfe to look 
over the charges 5 nay, to proceed a ffiorcer 
way ; he dared rtk Hon,. -Qentkrn.in oppoiite 
(Mr. Pin) to rife and fay, that if.Nundu- 
CA»mar had not brought the ciiargcs for bri- 
;hcry and corruption againft Mr. HaAings, 
h-; Would h.^ve di^d in the manner in which 
he did.—vyhen he had faid, bA year, words 
.to the bine efied as Mr, Burke’s, no rwtice 
v/a.^ taken of them j nay, ii\ the anf.ver do* 
Hvcrid ill by Mr. MuAings, ho had coa- 



fidered xhit aliegauoft as sa charge i 
fiiys,, “ With refped to the inalipious < 
of muydor, I folemnly declare 1 had no hand 
vviiatfpeYcr in tlie condemuAclim and execu-» 
tion oi* Nunducomar,” He concluded by 
faying, that /houJd it fall to hib lot in a fub- 
fequent part of the trial to mention'thic 
tranfa^Bon, he Aiould uf« wo^ds to the fa^ t 
effect as Mr. Burke had done* 

Mr* Wyndham faid a few w^orda in fup. 
port of the Managers. 

Mr. Pitt difregardtcl inbuuations thrown 
out again A him i he and his friends ilould 
be watchful over the conduct of the Mana¬ 
gers, and take care they tranfgrefled not the 
dire(Aions of the Commons. 

Mr. Fox with much wai-mrh contended^ 
that no tyrant ever behaved m a moi<i bar* 
bai'ous manner overthofe whom hegovernodr 
nor with more dupricity and treachery. He 
would maintain that the privileges of the 
Commons were never more invaded, nor 
dangered within this century, nAy he wonlcjl 
fay within the laA, than they i^ad been with- 
ih thefe few days. 

' The Marquis Graham was led to -hf 
moi-e than he whlied j he had hoped tl^e mo* 
tion would have met with nc nppofkion. 
The cafe he thought was vrow motcrUlly ai* 
teiud i be therefore (houkl move that the 
fubfequsnt words dvi follow rise original mo-*' 
tion : That the words fpoken ;>y Mr. Burke, 

«* he (meaning Mn Haftivgs) murdered 
him (meaning Nunducoma?) by the l^and^, 

' of Sir Elijah Impey,” ought,not to have beet^ 
fpolten. 

Colonel Phipps feconded it. He thought 
the condudl of the Managers unjuft iind ab- 
furd. 

The amendment and the original motlop 
were now l ead, 

Mr. Fox wilhed to know if the Honour¬ 
able Gentleiriinni who fpoke laft meant to glv<s 
the fenfe of tlie Hourc---‘if he did, ansi the. 
Houfe thought the conduvV of the- Mantgers 
unjiift and abfurd, why not remove thciu ? 
It was a ichecrion on the Koufe, to cow- 
l;inue in t'hofe offices men who were clifqua.. 
lifted by Jnjuftice and abfurdlty. HC' moved 
that the following do follovy the former 

amendment 5 Notwithflaadinv on a for-r 

fner year, no notice was taken of the woidk- 
fpoken by another M.magcr to the famjt 
effca j and that Mr. Haftiogv Ai bis de¬ 
fence, had confiderul them as a charge, an- 
fwering In the follo wing manner With 
•* refpefl to the murder of N«nducornar, 5 
^ roienrmly deny having any concern in ^ 

* whatever.* 

Mr, Fox reprobated ths cendutf of the 
Gentlemen who had fet their l.accs Ag.iinft 
the Manager.^, .■ He laid, thai the lioufe hi,d 

vcisa 





■ t'- 3 ^:' 


i.H'i^iagera to qotujuct'.'kj t'li'j, 
^{YXntion of tiiQ-nook Maro:uis^ it' 
Khat iliey hart ii jjpoinfc^.cl.th,enA tmrrtiy 
iot the purjj.oifiitof abuiing; tlicin-, Tht n^^blc 
tord ihad w i <l>ed co ,G^nCnr€ tte, ^PuTi.-igef'a j 

but as he istul cicno foL in ^ c^uytly j}yh^ \\q 

thoiigbt tli^- Gwnrofo was admiff?bk'• f»i’ his 
part, he faw pkiniy that ii was the iutep-i 
tion of 4!»e !Ndavqui$^ as vv.qlJ afi his frknds, 
to flur the profecutl6n‘*-«in plain w<j»rd3, the^ 
had a<^kd.t«4r<3/i.iy in tovcatfivGy fentt- 

imaiis wMeh tiiey yvptQ afr^Mti or altwimed 
'toav!0<w* ■ ■ • ', ■ ■■' 

C'eknel hivipps rofe to Order ; laid the 
Hon. CmiktTnan hrid uttered words 
whkh were . not only irAtkccm;, but fuch as 
\mt opdfiA^r i*uci> an aiTombiv, and would 
not be.tolerated in any other place. 

Mr, M, An Taylor replied, chat the Hon. 
Oendemann^vhio had fpplte^^M was .guil’iy of 
a br'^aoh of ordjjr in the fir,ll inXlajice, in call- 
his'Friend to order, when .notidng 
oqr4iritd to eixoufe his Condoand that the 
words with vrhich he conqKided. his fpeech 
were 'nvuch rnore diforderly than thofa to 
which he.bad very improperly obiofl^ed# 

Mr. .Francis, looking fkdbdhy at. th^ 
Speaker, told him, that a very unwaFraot,* 
4blc had been offered to a Kight Hon, 


Member, and that: he. (the Spfiakef)| 
ii'Card'-itv , , 

JVXi% JF:ox having made a vety pointed all 
XfiV'ire obkrvatkMi on the coiidu£l: of Col.. 
PhlppSy* the (i’-angiTS were ordered to with¬ 
draw ip abpuc an hour after, fhe: gallery 
was opentxj for the admifXion of ftrAngers, 
Mr. Pi It.at our entrance was on hU legs, 
recapliuiating Miany of thofe argu ments w.hich 
had been u feci bdoru} and w?j,s very fully 
anfwered by Mr. Fox. The Houfe having 
grown eJanforous, in calling for the queflioiv, 
the amendinent of Mr.»,Fox was negatived 
without a divifiio% 

The que^ion was then put on th* origin 
nal vnption* 

Ayes .. ' 33,5 

Noes 6$ 

Majority . 69 

The whole motion, as amend>;d by Lord 
Grahain, was then carried witiiout a di^* 
vifion. 

Mr. Bouverie ’"icxt moved .a vote o,f thanks 
to the Managers, for thdr fervices in thf 
public caufe. 

This inotio.n was rcfiAed as prematine ^ 
a dJre^l negative was not put upon it, bati it 
was clrfpofed of by the previous quellion. 


• TniRTY-J^INtH I>Ar^' 

' T'trE8i)AY, May 5* .■ 

.The priAfner having bteen brought to 
the Bar, add th<? Serjeant at t^irms hav¬ 
ings by the ufual prociamatipn, callt d 
nison the Commons ih make good their 
thtvr'gils againXI Warren Haitings . 

Mr.. Burke rofe, and faid, that in 
obedienee to iheir Lordihifis piocla- 
nuuion, he would proceed to make 
good the charges brought againd- the 
imfovier at the Bar by ttieCommons of 
Britain in Parliafrient aflernbltd* 
But brfare he ilioidd enter into the 
proofs df thofe charges, he begged 
"leaie to infomi their Lordlhips,' that 
imee he had iaft had the honour of 
addiYfllng them, an event had taken 
pl.U'e> upon which it was extrenacly 
zlifficulr ior him to fpealc, but which, 
ut thc Drne time it was impoffihle for 
him to pafs over unnoticed. At the 
laA dttfug 6 f the Court he had IVated 
to their i./ordXhips, in the courie of 
his fpeech, that the prifoner had mur¬ 
dered Nundcomar by the hands of Sir 
Bbjafi Impey* But this pofuion he 
vvrtS no longer at lihtTty to fupport, for 
ivr what he had fdd upon it, he was 
ddaYowed and diibwncd I'V priati- 


pals—the Houfe of Commons. Theiip 
Lord fhips were not therefore .to cxpcilb 
that he would attempt to fupporfc by 
evidence an affertion, which, however 
it might appear to hlmklf to be weE 
founded, waa difcountenanced by lhal« 
who had ordered the profueiUion, and 
had comrnifiiened him to condu^ it. 
It was the province of the Hoiifc to 
command tbofe who aited under its 
authority, auditwas his duty to obey* 
But at the fame time that be profef** 
fed his readineik to obey the corn* 
mauds of his principals, tht irLordXhip?, 
Jbe hoped, would ijifi'fcr hinrv to fay .a 
word or tw'o by way of apology for 
tiiat part of hia corrdudt which brought 
jipou him the cenfure of thofe whofe 
approbation it would be his ambition 
to obtain, and his ftwdy to deferve- 
When be faid that Nundcomar had been 
murdered by JVIr. Hattings, be never 
could have meant to accufe the priTon¬ 
er of the rpccific crime which the 
hnv called frwn/er* He was a little Ux.> 
w'cll aecniaiiited with the laws of hi if 
country to entertain an idea, tuat niar- 
der WAS a crinie which was to be tiled 
by impeachmnit* What he mtant, 
thereforc, by the word in the 

< fciife 
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SiW fn^vliich h« fiad ufeil it» was not 
wh the difcinguifht^ 
■%^at name, bat a crime 'w^hicfi in 
4 !tHibn anti common fenfe n}u 4 t becon- 
fidered of at leaft as great atrocity. 

From all that he had learned by nine 
years enqaiVy iutbthe adrninifcration of 
luftice in Bengal, he had been io clear¬ 
ly convinced in his own mind that 
Nundcomar had been taken off folely 
for the purpofe of throwing a dilacdit 
npon the charges brought by that un¬ 
fortunate perfoh againft Hallinge, 
that long as he Ihould {peak h'sown 
prlu^c opinion, he would ndt hefitate 
to fay? that Nundcomarbad been mur¬ 
dered by Mr. Haftitigs. So deeply was 
this conviction rooted in hi& hciUt, 
after nine years enquiry and delibera¬ 
tion upon that fubjed,- that it 'vould 
be torn frotn him only with his life* 
And therefore, though he was wnhng 

to admit that the word ;77/<r^^Vr applied 

to the cafe of Nuncicomar, did not con¬ 
vey the idea that he had condeived of 
that fatal event, ftill be maintained, 
that as the poverty of our language did 
not afford any other word-, more par¬ 
ticularly cU'fcriptive of the crime 
which he thought fairly be 

brought home to the prviancr, he had 
been reduced to the neceffity ot calling 
it a murr 4 er. K 'k could difcow ^ny 
Other word that would more fornbly 
convey his idea of the atrocity of the 
prilbner's guiff, he never would have 
ufed the word i>c had’been 

drivitin to it only by his not having been 
able to hud a 

His private opinion, however, w^as 
not to Ifand in competition with the 
opinion of the Houfe of Commons,but 
to give wray to it. It was not for him 
to conlider how the Commons could 
have learlit in fome few days that the 
yefuk of nine years labour bellowed 
by him upon this fubjedt, did not fur- 
•nilh a ground for charging Mr. 
tingb with having confpired agamic the 
life of Nundcomar, as the only way 
to deftroy the accuiaiion l>rought by 
that unfortunate man againft Mr. Mai- 
tingB,—It fufficed that the Houfe of 
Commons had declared its opinion on 
that fubjeef; which opinion ibould be 
a law to him. And therefore he would 
iiot in the courfc of the tvial ftty one 
word nbout the conviction and ctxecu- 
tion ofHundcoraar, kt them be urged 
<?ver ft) torcibly by the Prifoner againfl 
the erfdit gf that perfon, unlels the 


CoTTnmrms fhould ]^ive him freflr 
ffrUiS^ions on th7d ^ ^ 
jCndccd it was his iuteuticiu to 
oiFei* any proof to their Lordihips re- 



fpedtng f he dreu mflancts of t he con- 
dernnauon and executkin ot Nundco- 


rviar, except with a view to rebvd the 

diferedit which Mr. Hallings migiit b« 
advifcci to cnd^avonr to throw upon 
the acculatiofi brought againft birn by 
Nundconciiarj by ihewihg thiit this,.man 
Ind 3 fterv/ard» been condemneU e.i(d 
ext’ciucd fPr forgery. 

That Mr. Hnftinga entertained an 
idea Of dirnedtn.ng the accufAtmn of 
Nundcomar'by fucl\ me.3ns? appej^^d 
from his. owm defence «t the bar of the 
HoufeOf Con)rnon."/wher€ he adtnally 
cicchircd it. It was very natural, there- 
foie for/bim who W)t8 to manag,i , the 
impeachment, to fupport the credit of 
■Nundc<in''v-ir, whtrfe t.e(b;rnony wiis one 
of the chief fftppons of the pK:a*nt 
article of ebayge retating to pn-feiU-;. 

H'iwtvcr, as the Comoions bad , 
pleafed to ce nfurc him' for having men- 
tiohed the death of' I’iluridcomar u a 
charge againfl Mr. H.Ulings; he wouVl 
not iftmpt in the courfe of the trial 
to ibew that Mi-. .H’dtings had any 
hand in thH death. He would Icii ve 
It to be ruppoftd that an execution, 
which at tkaft for that time;put an end 
to a charge then pending agmnft ,Mr. 
Hallingr, and which Was conreqncncly^a 
molf nreful^ vent to him, had bex^n ef- 
fciSled by H fortliitoiis coincidcticc of 
circiimrtances, in which Mr. Haltings 
had no concern, but horn which, hap¬ 
pening fo very opportunely, he derived 

the greateft advantage. 

He would fuppofe even that it was 
one of thc/fe ftrokes of Providence, 
which, as Mr. Haitings hirnfdf laid in 
his deteiiee,* the people of India fuper- 
ftitioully imagined always watched over 
his perfoci, and condutttd ?<U his nrea- 
fureii fo their defined end : he was 
willing to fuppofe that this Frovidciu:^ 
had cut off Nundcomar juR at Hie 
moment when hia death could be nioit 

ferviceabic to Mr. Haftiiigs. ^ 

H jving made ihele pn limlnary ob:^ 
fervacioni^, Mr. Burke read the rcfolu* 
tion which vims paffedlhc [ireceding night 
by the Houfe 6f Commons'^. From tius 
rdbhitionr he faid, it appeared that he 
was rettrainpdouly from defending t.;e 
credit of NundcOimar brprovmgthat he 

was taken off by Mr. Fiaftings.-'y^Bnt he 
Wits hot rehriiuai^tl deiending the 

cre- 


•fV' 
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I'of Num!cw?*r R]C*y othey 

Thu-'j be was not left aj: 

to piroye that a Prince Min-iler 
great k’ngdon)) who had unc]er 
his foie reanagemti’nt a rtyenne of 
i,^0o,ocoj. a year, and w^ho had beeja 
irit'd for a paltry forgery?'fuppofed to 
have been eornmUfed ‘deycn years bt>* 
;far«r his trial, and unckr the aiUhority 
of an Enplifli Adi of Parliarrieut paP 
fed after the pretended cocrMni|IJOn 
of the Grimes wms profccuted -f not with 
a view tp fatisfy ptlblic j-JifiOtri but' tp 

ilop the courfe of it; lld^ be'was at 
jibeity to repel thp attacks made try 
3/lr. Hailings bri thecharadkr of Nund- 
comar, by cha'rgiog Jdni ,'\vith other, 
forgeriesi w hich had no epnnexion 'vith 
the pretended envU- for which be fuf- 
fered death. • 

Xt was a rnaj^i’ni.’received in Torde of 
the . revoltilion's of' ■ philpfepfry, that 
when a limb \v,-;g cut olf from the hu¬ 
man body, the ftrength of the others 
were proporriohably increnled* And 

In p i*jJ>.. 0,11 /I IVTr T? IV r Ir P*. 1 (3 <: «•' f 1 J'Tl 


Mr. had, in Ins defence s’ 


h^r of t hir Houfe of CornmohayCharl 



therefore,' faid Mr. Burke, tidy one limb 
of your chwirpc being cui off? the others 
‘\vi)l be proporuouahly drerigthened j 
and we Hull proceed,, evep in oiir maim¬ 
ed Hate, with more vigour and energy 
fhart we diiplayccl before 


l^iundcom^if with h'»ving forged tw'o Ict- 
t^rs, one fram My n ky Btev lyi,,; the 
ot her frorri the Nabob Ye tram id BoW'- 
lah. But U fo happi;»ed that Mr- XI«f- 
tings defePtrd thoie charges at the very 
Tnoment he brought them.—For he 
iliewed that the prep nded forgery'of a 
letter from Munny Begum wasfupport- 
cd only by bis pwir teftimnny.':*'-^ | 
hare fince been informed, fays he# 
that Jbe (Munny Begum) was totcilly 
!jna<.'quaTtiKd with |he ufe that had 
‘f been made of her name, till 1 in- 
** formed htr of ic.^'^This afilrtion^ 
Mrl Burke faid, relied foltly upon the 
authority of Mr^ Halting^ himfeif, un- 
ru|>ported by any one ’.Vitnds.-T-it was 
true, indeed, he referred to a wifnefs ^ 
lor ne fitid in h‘n delence—Mrl Mid* 
‘‘ dleton, whop) ibe corifnltcd on the 
occaiion,,can atteft the truth of this 
‘V doryd^—fhit Mr. Jrbdliugs ran no 
rifle ip rifprring to Mr. I\Xiddietdn, who 
could not contTadfOt bim-'-and for the 


very beft reafon, becauf^ that Mr^ Mid^ 
dl'eton is dead. 


The other charge refpciStfng the loi> 
gCry of a letter in the name of the Nbu 
b,,! - ■ ■ • ■" -- 


u;>b YKTRA Ji'i u'i pow t A.H, wavS 


X!e then begged their Lord Hi i pa ‘ more extraordinary fot though Mr. 


would not, im pute to ||;he Houle of Corn- 
snohs, rr to th'.dr caufes. any part of 
ih^it weak'nefs which be'Ipnged fakly 
to him, the^ ^''gent. Whateytrlw'aa 
eiu’rgeticj^.rigbt, »nd regular, (Hoiild be 
rfmpnted Id the Commoris • what was 
feeble, wrong, or irregular, Ihoiild be 
iaifj excJulivciy at hi;, door. Thy ChmV- 
lonu.'', in cinTuring him, did not mean 
to thrown t»he Laft damp Vipon the inV- 
pvac'iyment; for though they had cen« 
lured arid difavOwed him, they had 
;\’gain fent him to profecute the lame 
I m pe-icli IOC 0 f w ith t he fa me colleagues 
againll the Inne defendarttr and at d)e 
fame bar at rrhich he had originnlly 
opened it.' They lead railed a theatre 
to Juftice, on which the eyes of all the 
world welc fixed, and in which the ho- 
r.cur of the Conimbns nnd of tine Bri- 
tith name were deeply concerned. If: 
W'as fur the Coinrnons w’ho had brought 
the prafecution, becauTe they were con- 
adnet'i! of the J^rdorfcr^s guift, to ipeak 


Haftings did nut ht litHte to call it ft 
forgery, he admitted that he khew 
nothing of “the matter, as .appeared 
from bia defence, where he fttys-—t 
h?,Ye not ytt had the curiofify to en* 
quire of the Nabob' Yetram ul 
“ Dowlah, whether /j/s letter was of 
the fame ftampy but 1 cannot doubt 

,6 

Mr, Burke adverted next to the pre- 
fent^- and bribes taken by ML Haftings. 
To prove that to take prefenfs in aii^ 
ihape, or on any account, was made 
penal in e very fervantdf the EalLIntfia 
Company, he read the A6I of Parlia¬ 
ment, by which the penalty was ifopr&f- 
C'd ; and he quoted a' minute* writteri 
by Mr. Haliiuga bimfeif, In ■which? 
fpeaking <if the bounty offered'by hi 
ul Dowlah pa the Company's Ucops 
that hau affifted him in the eXtermiriad 
tion of the Hohi.'te, he declared thac 
the iinluckj difeovery of this Adt of 
Parliament convinced him, that 


thd 

witj) conuJence of it: hut it ivas the troops could not arcept of this bounty i 
province of t.heir .Lqrdibips to believe lie laid he would be glad to Ihy'alidd 
r.Otbtrjg’adv.inccd by thenr), that Oioulq |he A7, but it wag irrefiftibic. 
ij,()t‘j-)C made out in proof. ' Mr. Burke remarked, that if tfoopsj 

♦ FxWing ftated this# lie obferued that cpuld not accept of a bounty from a' 

X. ■ .. . / .f . I r Prillrt*.! 












e 


^ But Mr. Hjiitinge, it feemecl, lidd yeai; wh<.'n 1 Was in 

liade prertnift and bribei?? a iovirce of* want of a fum {.vfnK‘>ney for iby prt*. 
tivctmey and hfid reeeit^'ed them for the V vate expcnceft, . oniri^; to the (icm- 

bemdit of the Company. Bat this, ei- ^ pariy not havin:^ at tiKvt time fuM- 

elufive of the lliamefid idea of making cient Oifh in their Treriury to pay 

xm an escchepifr of was a wealc »ny ' frihr y, I borrowed, three huM 

pfetence t for it >vas' aim.axirn in fawi , ** pi rufpi's'eirRAjAH 
that when A mnn pays a fora of money I irdrabitajit of C'i atta^ whom I de- 
and yetf? ,nb coniideration for it, he can ** ibtd to cad nppu>rne with a bond 
feoover it by a<^\on. Thus Mr-Haf* ** properly hik'd up he did fo j but 
tings could be fue<i by any individual ** at the time f wxis goins; to excepte^ . 
for a fidn Jb paid to him 5 . and if it had heez/rreafv/ i would nd:her accept: 
found ita way into the Company's “ the mone>v thrrn exmuih the bom! 
irrcatiiryii Hadiiigs, ,nftcr having I ncither accepterl the oiler nor re** 

been cs)mpclied to refund to t he orbp'- “ fuled it, and my dv't..rrmiivatii>u upoa ' 
bai donetj 'cpbld recover of the Com- it remained Appended between the 
pan? kU the V»nnies that bad been fo J. alterrmtive of keeping the money as 
lodged in then' Treafnry, Of this the a ioap f.o be repaicl, dud of it 

Court of Dirtdors W'cre aware; for Wb'iihC if» t Jmii rJme oiker 

they A nt out orders to the prlfoner to , * to the Company nil * And 

receive no private ifum on their accounts there the matter relied till | under- 
ii.nd they bound themfelVes to'repay took ury jiiurney tfr lucknow'^ 
any that had been fo received* “ 1 dhtefirpn^d to accept money to 

Mr/Burke took infinite pains to pur- “ the CompMuy'S ak>” &g. 

fue through all their nmzesi what he Mr* Burke faidj that, the qbfervatio?* ^ 
called the arts of the prilbncr to con- which was appHed to the fair je:jc, 
ccal the fums he had pt irately rcceivtd, “ Thatthc woman who ddiberates is 
and to difguife them under Adfe ac- ‘‘ undoned’-^migbt Be applied to a 
counts. We cannot pretend to follow perfon .ro whom a bribe is off.red ; for 
him through all iia ftatements, inter- whoever debberatew about taking is ‘ure 
fperDrcl with various refereuc<;s to kt- lo r.ike it in the end, it& v/^r, the cale 
ter 9 '’\Vrltten by the prifaner on the. with IVIr. HaBings, Tbc 
fame accounts, and all contradidory* the nohlr-minded Nobckhrcn 

He ihftanced the accounl s of lacks overcame him. Thui Kobekiridi v/ia a 
Of rupees, which vvere deferibed in one Banyan; and if th,-n: was any thing 
ac^^ount aa the joint property of the morcylbiity/moregn[,:Mng, inorethrifty, 
Company and the priknier,/w£» belong- or more careful to improve the value 
iag to the former, and to the /afUr. of money tharv a Jew, it was a C^7r/o<2 
lu another account the three lacks were Baofyc7>f, or Money Broker. And yet 
deferibed as the Cofe property of the fuch a man retukd a bond for his mo 
Company ;--and in A third account as ney, and sntrcatrd it might be taken as 
the exclufi^ve property of Mr.Halfings. a prrfinC Their I.ordfhip6 wriuld 
Kpw it was pretty remarkable, that comte expedt, aftv^r uich a t ran ration, 
though at firli: the (.kimpany wao repre- to bear of this Nobekilten again; and fo 
feiUed as the owner of t\vo*third» tliey would, for he had been appointed 
of this fum, Mr. llahings took the to the collection of the revepiu* r/f a 
Compemy ^ bonds for the whole.—And large dia-rji!l, and behind-hand m 
-though in the third accoimt he ftated his payments to the Company, in at 
the money to bu his own, he faid he kafl as large a fum as was that whicb^ 
afterwards I'ndoiftcl the bonds to the no doubt for corrupt purpofeii, be had 
Company, me-ming thereby to declare given to the prifoner. 
that they did not belmar to him* Tht fe ^ Mr. Burke next adverted to the pire- 

different p.^evaricating accounts proved, ■ fent of loo.oool. received by the. Pn- 
he faid, that the vievvs of Mr. Ha/Vings foner from the Nabob of Oude, which 
in tdeiutf the money originally Were he dircovered, hccanfe, as he had laid 
corrupt . hxmfelf, it wat of a magnitude not tobe 

Mr. Burke tcaiehiid next upon the concealed., and wftich he deffred the 

Fa , CompwAijy 

■ 


1 


I'Hbe :bf" tbicc lacks, received 
ihit iti gs from R a j a h N 0 b^k; i s s 
Phe Frbl>ner"fi, own accouni of tlie 
rahlaiflibn was as In xh/? 




t 


jc; whoiy their hrai'ery and blooi 
Jicquircd .millioos, ajbyporh th 


.^jpany’e dvilfcfvants yy^re prcclad 



't - 


would -g.iyt't'O bim. a rc-^ 
ft , hi?’ft;Uvice3». ,or, a.> he fbovihJ , 
Jd,, f^r (kid raire> fraudultiit, 
_ tpue, and prevaricating ac- 

CQUnt^Jv ’■ . ^ ^ ^ ■'; 

The lail thing op which Mr. Burke 
touched v/af. the letter vyritten by Mr. 
HAftingafj’iUisChtltcrjha^^^^ to the Court 
of bireftor^, in which l<ti- tnder.vourcd 
1 ;/> avoid giving the account \yhick they 
•prefit'd hia^ to give, ot ai] the fuats pri- 
'vatciy received by him for their ulV, 
together with the names of the perfons 
from whKi»m, Indreceived theru- This 
letter Mr* Burke deferibed a'^ fia gene^ 
risy 'A'-h Umquf^ in its kind, ,and not tu be 
paralleled in the anr'ah pt‘ mankind- 
' At- j,o miruites pall four o’clock, 
Burke faid he would nof detain 
tticir Lordlhips any ioriger that day : 
There rcma.iin:tk he laid, very, little 
more lx)r: him to fay in the opening of 
tl'iii) charge j. iirid- be alfurecl them he 
fhotild be able to lay it i« a very Ihort 
lpac< of tinie the next d.iy irfmeeiing 5 
and then he laid he would proceed to 
gi ve In eyidence, irrefragabic prooha of 
all that he had atJ|d.ged -it hia opening. 

■. Mi% ;;,Burke,thcn •idt dv»w,p, and tlveir 
'Cord (hsps.•rdje^urned'i'fuui the ihl 1 to 
the U'pper lAOide of ihariiarneut.. 


pany Mtii^r to //m for /fj own monc 


and after having fubllituted i 

the room of riccobntf^, he confelfed, i 



■ Fortieth ■ 
Thursday, May 7* 


Mr/B«rke re fumed the fubjc£l of the 
tkiken by,Mr. Haftiogs. Some 
of thefe, he laid) were, aecording to the 
Prifoner*r- owu word«> *‘of a magnitude 
that could not be concealed and 
therefore as be knew th dforne account 
et th^m Would reach, the ears of the 
IDfre'vtcn, be thought he vvotfld have 
tpme merit to plead to the Ccu-rt, by 
/making the difeovery himfclf. Bur, he 
refolvcd at the fame time to make it in 
Tuch a way a« would, ia his opiniuzi, 

. b;/»fnea|i cncjalry, aiid uhimaicly con- 
cealwhat it appeared to be the ol^eCt of 
the difeovery to reveal. 

Accord/ngly, the account he gave of 
the prefenta way fo pldcure, that the 
Qouvt (if D/redlbrs could not fee their 
• Vay through it—^if Mr. ^.'^ftiugs ever 
gave any explanation, it was to pirxzh 
the fii'-tt account, and to add obicuvity 
to that which had but too much before. 

.His memory being weak> he vvas re¬ 
duced to the neceiTity what 

might have been bis motives for con- 
v'CAling ;u Tu ft the receipt of the fnms 
i ii liueftion, and fur making the Com¬ 


his famous letter from Cheltenham, 
that he was not fine that the motives 
which hegu/idltd hs.d influenced him 
were tbofe by which he had adually 
been i;iKu( need. 

Mr. Burke fatd, that when a rnyflery 
was thrown over accounts, to conceal 
from thofe w'bo ought to infpe^t therr;^ 
he fulpeded that it was iifed for the 
foie purpoie of covering' a fraud.—He 
adrnitU'd that there mfght be occiilions 
when the accounts of a nation might 
with propriety be kept from the eyes 
even Of perfOn^^ filling conildcrable of- 
li.'cs under Government ; but there 
could not occur any one cafe in which 
it Would b’.' proper to keep accounts 
from the knowledge of thofe who were 
at the head of the CKfcutive govern¬ 
ment. And therefore heiprefumed 
that Mr. Ballings was conictous of 
•guilt, when he with •held ffoW the 
Court of Diref^ors the account of the 
receipt and expenditure of mouey 
which belonged to the Cbmpany, and 
whidi it was their departmfrnt to di- 
refh'HKlcontra. 'Ul. Mr- Haftiugs rpiglvt 
be fa id to with-bokl the accduiits in 
queflioti from the kuowledgi? of the 
Dirtdlors, when he give them only 
fuch accounts an they couldr;ot undtr- 
Ibml, and when he explained them on¬ 
ly in uich a m- uiner hi to render them, 
if polllbk, ftill more oMcure. 

Concealment feetned to be the vvilh 
of his heart: when he was called upon 
ivi India by the Court of I)trt<5tor« to 
give thofe accounts, his anfwer was, 
thAc he would give them fatitifadoriiy 
bn hii return to England- But when 
he efid return, and the Diredors again 
prdfed for the accouhts, he referred 
them to India, where, he faid, were 
the only accounts of the prefents that 
were in exigence : to his own ftfcmory 
he could not trnft one moment; b'ut 
he believed Mr. Larkins, the Compa¬ 
ny’s Accouutaut-Gencral^ was pof- 
fcTcd of all the particulars rehting to 
thofe prefrnts. Thus did Mr. Hafting* 
always fet one half of the OlafjeheViMeefx 
the queftious put to him and his an-- ' 
fwers. For when he was in India, he al¬ 
ways fauf that it was in England he 
could fatisfy the wifhes of the Direc¬ 
tors; hut when in .Englarjcl, he faid it 
WAS. onl.y in Jndi.A they could procure 
the accounts they were fo anxious to 
obtain. 

The 

ijo 





I>ire^ftors having; been re- 
to Mi\ Larliiiis^ ffint him OrderR 
nfmit to them piirticiilar accounr's 
the furtis of mohey priv^aeJy re- 
t^ived by Mr. Hafbng^ for the hfe of 
the Gompany, and pakl into the haada 
of Mr. L -rkiris* 

■ Tti<fc anlwer of Larkina was to 
have dirpelleci t(i5 myktry \vhjch hung’ 
upon thia biilinefs ,* but unfortunattly 
it left’it involved in its original obLuri - 
ty ; for it was nothing lefti than faiii- 
fa-iftory.—The account coi't/riioed In 
this anfwer might be tailed Oeo^ra^hi* 
c^:l. and 0ifon:o!cgic(-;!rhyitb^^^ no nvcafis 
ft^tcsja&ot}/-*. -ft fbiited they/f?a''j? where 
the money was paid? and the tim^$ 
when it was received* brU llicf not a 
iyll ibk about \hi: perfous by vrhofn it 
was given, or they/rr/^/c- for which it 
was vadvanded. 

Sonric tIVtngfi, however* were to bo 
fouiid io'thi's afifwer, which wordd IC'Ul 
their Lcifd/hip's' tc> prcIVirtu*, tlj it the* 
account giW'n by Mr. L a rk i''tho uj| I) 
it ccmJd not be thought to contain .aii 
that Mr. Larkins knew of the nvittc-r, 
was very fw from beiug'aaceduht 
ofW//the bribea and prielints received 
by Mr. Haflingi'j. Some df the 
account tranfin.itted by Mr. Larkins, 
was tfat 'd by that gentlCfnan to have 
been read'to hitn otit of <t Perfi:-m pa- 
by a Perlf-m Agent of, Mr. H.vL 
ting?) i but h did not ftate that the lum 
inenti'mt'd Jti the piart of the paper fo 
read, was the one Of which that 
paper contained ah accounr. 

It was ^jvident alfo, froin the account 
fen t ot'e r by Mr. L f fk i its, t h .U Mr, L 
Haftingirhaur/ij/ a Supetpdendant 
ral of /yrih\t, to vvhonf aJ] the iriferiorl 
agelits, employed in, this bu'finefs, gi ve 
riirticuliir accounts of the fums railed 
by them for the ufe of Mr. HAfti'ngs, 
or, fo adopt his own idea, for the Cey/iJ- 
Mr. Hrfllngs v/A« too careful, to 
trurt too mneh to onfi mail j he had 
agents of every country, coriiplexion 
and religion j but nO two of them were 
aepuainred wdth the bufinefs which 
their principal vr^.s carrying on : each 
thought himfclf the only one trufjted 
in money matters, though the nurn- 
ber a<5lually trufted was very conride- 
rable. * . ' 

It appeared alfo, from the account 
nflade ut) by Mr, Larkins, th.'t if It h.ad 
not been for him, who had remintpnj 
Mr* that he had prpmifed to 

fend home Tome aecQUm’S to the Court 
of Dirc^lcrs, even ibme of the niemo- 



rauclurps opt pt; which Mr. J^\ 
formed a part pf h|s anfwer, v, 
nevpr hare been colle^ftcd from fon 

thc\I\jfoner’s Black agentsv. 

Their Lordfoips might well be for 
pi-ifed that Mrf Larkin?, iuto, whpfg 
harids, as the Cot pany’s Accountaht^ 
Central,, Mr. , he had 

pid mafny cif the fo received by,hiui 
for the Com pan yVi ule, foould hav^, 
made no obrervatton upon, the very 
gular coiutea of the 
paying ihtD fhc Compaviy% TreafrfrV 
the Conipany'ii; Ovva'm{mey,(^^ he p’'die4 
it, took bp for that very money 
payable . to Tinyfolf j thu.^ making ths 
Company for their 

There was bi/e crifciimJlance'moi-'e 
be found , in Mr. Tarkiijs*; account^ 
which muft convince their L(>rdihip% 
that the fyllecn of l>ribety Wu9,c<|rne(t 
on in a foinucf '' wf.Ich ibewed that it 
would be an. Hermik’af. t^lk to deftroy; 
i t * — Vj rLa i sa. ri s fa it), t h at if fie b i m r 
iVlf had been fyipi-^led of /rr/iv?-)’, be 
wouM jiroi have nuack out the accouhr ; 
and eyeh Ip that rale he would not have 
done it, if he had not had the piermif- 
fto rj of M r. H;a fi i np ' to ix; veaj , what h e 

knew of the buTuicL. 


Such w.^s tht iivvHldf \\moT\ |>y which 
all thofe wefe /euga&rto.. e.ttch.o 


au tnoie were to e.ttch othei> 

who had any ihyrklu the buimt.rs.of 

bribes and pecubuim;, that the fenfo 
even of public duty o^uld pot lhafee if: 
and even foe Co,mp/;f:l^y^s Accoimwnt- ' 
General would not tranfm.it to his maf- 
ters tht'ir own acconr.tH, if ho bad not; 
Htft obuined the leave of Mr. HahingSv 
10 obey the la wfo I orders of his i'upr-* 
riors. Thus did thefe gcFitlrmen cou¬ 
ple a nice fenfe of honour with In fa moos 
peculation, private fid<;llty with Dublic 
tre'achery,. and patriotirm wifoTnea- 
Aires w^hum tended to cleftroy the cha-, 
nfoler and Ifon.our of their couutry, 

Mr. Burke'|i>tere<l into a minute de¬ 
tail of the peO|,Ution 9 in Dioachperc* 
from whpfe fovOco). had been 

extorted, Hctpoclicd upon the hrib<;ss 
received by GungKGovin Sing, and by 
Mr. H.rfting8’’b black agent Canto Ba¬ 
boo. I'he former wTs by contraA to 
have railed a large forh in hqoiIut difo 
tridl, but did not paya'liove oiie-half of 
it i h that between two different agenU> 
who were to have raifed 90,000}. only 
5,5,000}. were acknowledged to be paid 
into the Company’s Treafury. The re¬ 
maining 4o*ocv':>l eithir found its way 
into the pocket of.Mr. Hailip^s, or info 
thofc of hL age,V)IS. 

Ih 


IQ! 




"t 


iiext jems,vk<3<J upon the condu^l 
r!ylla 11i^f, who b^ad complraihed 
Commons that the 


being alarmed by this .{rdirnony, ilU 
they wpuld themfdves prcKioce ?t ili 
evidence- The jKajab^ as Mrv But k« 
jHjfiuities Cornmitted hy JDevy hadd'aid befoje, was fcarcely Hk years 

ad beev) afcribed to him. But not- xvhen he i'ucccedcd to the Zemin- 

t?ary $ and be was little mof^ thant 
when Mr. Ha/liifJga it ft Bogaii 
Thufc it was from a-boy that this iefli;i- 
mony was procured,, which relattd to 
the meafiiresof gover/Hnent that look 
place Wbilll; he a »rMr/. 

The other honourable tefilmohy in 
favour of Mr. HailingSt was fro a 
peribn who, it fliould .be made appear 
to their LordOdp?, bad been 
me Ja(J and a hatf of rtfpee^. 

But ihopgh thefe teitinapniaiij bad 
been obtained from perfons who could 
not be proved to have been plundered', 

'' be .bad 
from natives 
to think 

differently from their tyrannic riders. 

This was vouched by Sir Elijah him*- 
felh who, fn orie of his jettere, which 
il)ould he laid before their i/Ordihipf, 
laid that no aiteituon ought to be paid 
to the le,Iters or petitions or addrelfcs 
of iht miives of India in favour of their 
rulers*—Addreiresf* faid the leUtT, 
‘‘ are procured b .England through 
“ thfliitnce —in India thioug h forcid^ 
B.-iving fini/hed all Ids remarks upon 
the different, heads bf, the charge, Mr* 
.Burke concluded with a handfome ad* 


jhai 

wtthff,adding the coo-iplaintw of the 
.Prifoner, the guilt imputed to him in 
thoie tranladions' raouid be brought 
hon-se to hihf. And this led him to 
l|7.eak of the written tefHmonies to his 
eliaraaef lately from India 

ii^y the Due of them, was 

ffom the Rajah of J3lnachpore, vvbo be ^ 
owed the hip hell encomiums on .LVJf. 
Harttngs, y»iul bore ledimony to nis 
hov.ourahle, juft, and equitable conducl 
towards the f-ud Kajab, during his ad* 
.rhiaidra'tibn i.ri .India. 

■, Ji'fr. .Biir.ke- bepgtfd their ,'Lord.flvps 



Il'i'oachpore, who having up iegltljnaie 
r.’C'ale iiiiie, and beirrg ou bad terms 
vidth his brother, atloptcd hivH ualural. 
ion, to exclude the brother from the 
fuccenron: Tbi.r foh, at the death of 
his father, wiis learcely /far old. 
it was not cfcar, that i^y the Gentoo 
laws the decenfed Kijah could have 
adopted this child, M^niift he himieif 


h.id living a legirlmhte brother. fJaw'* 
ever, the adoption was coufirffied , by 
the Eiigliifi i^dverfuueiit, and Gunga 
Covin'Was appointed to adminiib 
*cr thcf Zjmin<i.ajry diiring the lujbie drtb to the Court. 

^u'iwh’s mijiordy* Under this Mini- ‘‘ My LordSf, faid"he, this prtTecu 


ter 

y . . , ^ . _ 

Rcr, all thti friend.-, arul r'dat iuns of the 
young Rajah were removed from about 
hh? perlon,and the infamous monlfer 
i>evy Sing was thought: a proper in* 
fLument to he appointed by Gunga 
Go'in S.ihg, f he fi knd or creature of 
Mr.' 'Bailings, Governor to the youi g 
L©j<i, and to be entrtilkd with his 
coucaiu>n. It was then, and in 
.iVuntry of his q>upi], that Levy Sij.g 
divi thofe a6ts of barbarity, which 
lhou!d be given in evidence t.o their 
Lordl'bips. The Rajah himblf was 
plundered of lipvviuds of 30,000!. and 
yet It waftfVotn a peifon fo treated that 
J.Ir. Hail'ingS h.,uji lately procured an 
Iu<o..>uVab!c teibbnony of his charafilt r ^. 

But ib far Were the Muiiagcrs from 


tioii is not brought merely for tb« 
purpofe of bringing down punilE* 
ment upon Wanen H<ifl-ing8> and 
prcveotnjg future I 'cuiationa in 
India*, it ought to be confidered as 
a great cenJhrJal pro.lccution, inlti* 
tiued for the pmpoffi of guarding 
♦* Great Britain from the vices of Arm. 
“ The people of thisccuiUry have of* 
ten Ixtu reprefented as unfocial, 
cold,r phlegmatic, and diltearit: but 
their greateft enemies have always 
admitted the) were &/><?«, hanejif 
candid and ingenuous- f/ut fliouki 
the lal'jeds of Great Britain who 
ferve in iludia be fulTurt'd to pnifuc 
** any longer themaxinis of Afia, they 
will bring hori\e her vicei as well as 

Hc‘r« Mr, Biiike djlated CiXceedingly—kis intention was oply to open a p.ickfge of 
guilt agiiinft the Culpric, in order that it miglit get nir, bo veutilatci!, anti perform qu^- 
i'antinc.’' 

Mr. Hartings would call upon die mounrains to cover Varn, A Court of Juftice was 
an e!-env^nt in ivh’.ch he coulvi not hve, arid his only (anituary was to appcale the perfe- 
vwitiucc oi his’ prolecuior^-,” 




“ her 



'^ Ihtr will over-rnn 

the Irjnd. Thofe vice??, if they are. 
differed to fprcad, will deftroy the 
genius arid chara‘Ter of the people, 
** who will becotne like the AhaticSj, 
referved, dilTembling, ploUing, trea- 
** cherous c^nddjcrftciious. 
f‘ But, my Lordb, it is not for our 
manners only or our rnorals that we 
have to fesir, but alfo for our iibe.rfy, 
of the Eaft would cor- 
rupt the forrner» its weaUh. would 
utterly d^Jilroy the latter~ An intcl~ 
ligent Poet hath fald— 

—ppum met uerufa potejlas. 

From the wealth ot Afia our liberty 
may apprehend ita ruin—a deluge 
o of Afiatic fpoilerg and delinqueats 

f* may pour into the Senate, ami co>% 
f* nipt the fpvjrces of our ConiHTuli.on. 
To day the Cpmuions are proffcu- 
ling Afiatic clelmquentf.T-rio-mor- 

P row thofe deltnqu..nf8 may he the 
« Coniaiona, Do you, my Lords, 
f' (land forward the defenders of our 
Conftkution, and let the LiBEltTY 
f of the Commons be preferved by 
« the Justice of the I-QKDS.’* 

Here Mr. Bdrkc concluded'*. 

The Managers then withdrew to 
confult about the mode of proceeding. 

_They returned in afewmmutes, and 

Mr. Adam faid that the Managers had 
to propofe two things to their Lora- 
Oiips' confideration, with the adoption 
pf either of which the Commons would 
be fatished.' 'The Kight Hon, Mana¬ 
ger who, had jlift concluded, had open¬ 
ed the charge generally, and k w'as in¬ 


tended that another Hon. MaJ 
fhould enter rnofe roiniitely into j 
parts reipedling fthe cdncisaled hrif^, 
upon which the Ris^ht Hon. Manager 
hud touched but.nightly. Now what 
he had to propofe was, either that the 
to whom he anuded Ihculd 
begin CT elfe tb^if 'The Mariagers 

fliould produce their evidence H far aa 
it iclAted to the lums received by Mr. 
Haftings from Munny Beguru, and 
from theothers mehtioned in the charge 
brought by ,KundCcmar; and th^t the 
Hon/ Manager Ihoiild afterwards prq- 
cetd to ppeu the detail of the other 
bribes, ^ 

The Lord Chancellor faid it w'as & 
mere point of order, which he ivoidU 
leave intircl/to the diAtetion of the 
Managers-.^ 

They agreed after forrie converfatjor, 
to produce their cvidencr-. 

Mr. Grey .then laid, that XhcCpm ' 
mens wouhl IbcHv that there did cxiR 
fucb abides id Im'.ja, with n fptAt to 
the taking of prcientsjj th.-ft the Goutr, 
or Bireacra vrere dbligtd to feud out 
tnhructions on that head,, RriOly for¬ 
bidding aii their fervahls to take pre- 
fents under any preley*t,. Thtfc in- 
llrudiions v,'cre produced and read, 

A letter or minute was alfo read, 
which was written bv Lord Clive, in 
wliicb he propofed, that a certain aL 
loivance Ihouid be allpited in future to 
•'every Prchdent or Governor pf Bengal, 
in lieu ofthc emOlilmeiT.s that he might 
cxpe<5\>.0 make by trade, from uhichi 
heWas to be precluded, and in lieu of 


* Mr/B«rUe road from the Repom or the E..ft India aletterof 

HaftingSi aiKlin cotnpiimeotirs the energy and elegance ..flhe compofitlon, ajo^-.d Mr. 

M'l'bnes the merit> » 

' Tire maLer'^n wh Mr. lE,lV.ng» h.ail recordea the (nmt received, w.as next cetnotedt 
i lie manner J rohmrs—-black, white, anti mezzotmto,» m all languages--- 

.< .f’c<,mprehenf,on,.Ueg conid not h, 

Thonfaml k.nas had been teceived by Mr. Haftingi at a, bril,e 
Whic fht pmfefW not torecnllea. and declared he had not a rag of pa,«r as a voucher to 

^ . '.f .ue.nf'-ruht'-if'Oc before them, remain m ermr. 

“‘m rii rbilV rappeare.1'had received the Inm of Ten Tiioufand Fpnnds, as agroho.:, or 
!j V " p^^rbeen applied by Mr. Hatt.ngs to thelndia Company. The aeceptanro 
' was, by aA of rarliamcnt, exprefsly forbidden, and wijt-.y, 

lel-Idtrd mVeX bribes, did not fnffer them to accomp.my their hulhands to tbe.r Cmvern.. 
nlT This determination was not niade when the Romar.s were mort f'T 

virtne'aod patriotic, hat at a period heft calculated to conea ''V^. a„T S 

Ss.“ . ™<;.. 
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whicT) he waft uiuter aay 

ee» to rcctive* An oath. w.'(a 
_ femed by LorU by w’a’ch 

the Obvdsrnor Avaa to bind bimfelf not 
to a pr 4 E:Jeiit of any kind, or faf- 
felt 10 b^takrn for him. Abu fo fe 


m 


contalrisa^politiveand peremptory pro- 

n of nrf»fi>nfc^ whirh 


Forty Fr^^ST Day. 

leave to inform 


>iry 
upon 


and other aFowanees fettled 
. the Governor-Gmerai on the 
yecorjfimcndation of Lord Ciiv^, were 
iutijoifiit to enable him hot only to 


maintain the 


r^ll fdture Gf;j.ycrnors an exatnpIV, Lbrd 
elite, who teamed the oalh j vdlii»]tan'- 


3 ,yT.6ok it hlmfeif at the Coiinc'd Boaird. 

appeired alfo, tiiat Governor Verelft 
and Governor Cartier fcopk the lam-e 
oath ; or, a«5 rl: is cdlvd in tfic 

f/;^ it was proved 

by .;VTr. Hiidfon, one of the Cltn ks from 
Iht .India Houfe, that he cotdd not dif- 
4iovt‘r» from the Company’s recordSa 
that. Mr. HaitingB bad taken this oath. 

The Managers next produced 
figned by Mr. H.dtiugfs in whicli he 
covenanted 2 iot to accept of any prefent 
' whatever. 

They produced afterwards a letter 
from the Covn'T of, .Dire^hors to the Ptc- 
ildent and Cou Cil oi Bengal, in wiileh 
tbcy‘>,<;oMip}ain'ed that the a»or^ pains 
they had taken to pr<*vcnt rive rei.:eipt of 
ptefents,the niore they found that pre- 
fents Were reettved. They then com- 
fuuuicjvtecl their intention to apply to 
Tarbament fur 'tbelr aid to fupprds 
this evil. 

And laflly, the Manageri-i referred 
to the regulAing Aft of .i774-» which 


dignity of bis fdnation, 
but alfo to faVe in tvtv frw years, a$ 
much money aii wouUi makr bis cir.. 
cumlhitncfa perfeftly eafy and comr<o.vG 
arJe frjr the reft 6f his life. 

Couiifelfor Mr. Haftin'?s> 


Mf'-. .^ 

dcftrCd that the letter, and not 

h of it might die given in evidence* 


vifioti on the article of prefeufs, which 
y/m forbid under penalties. 

Mr. Grey w’as going to, produce a 
minute written by Mp Haftings, to 
fhew in hQ\v/lrl('il a hnfe th-agentleman 
birnielf underftood that provifion of the 
Aft,but fVas ftopped by the Lord Chan- 
icellor, who fiudifig that 'it was 
o’clock, ihought it was time for the 
Houfe to adjourn.. Amotion of ad¬ 
journment was accordingly made, and 
'their Lordlbipi immediately adjouvpcd 
to their own Hpl^ie^ 


Mr. Grey begged 
their Lordibips, that before he (lu.uld 
refume the evidence, where it broke 
oft’ on Thurfday laft, he .vvijhed lo till 
a chafm that had bcvU left in a part 
dr the evidence on that day: this he 
founded to do by laying before their 
Lord Blips a cc-0 of a letter wiiflen by 
the prifoner to tbe T»^oiMt of Diiec- 
tors, in whkh {le achpitted that ip? 


KH 


Grey (did be feared thi?: cPubl 
not be done—for after the mpft diligent 
fearchjtlvc Man^gei's hMlnot been.able 
to find, the A copy of it, 

however,was in the Report; of the Sis- 
cret Comrniftec of the Houfe of Com-, 
rnoufi, who muft: have feeii tlxe original^ 
for it could not be ruppofed that they , 
would fabricate a letter. 

Mr- T.aw objefted to the prodnftion 
of any yr/iori of the lioiifeof Commons* 

Mr. Giyy ftatcd, that be cbuld prove 
that the letter <vf which be waym'd .to 
produce the ropy, bad really ctlfted, 
but that It could not bow be found; 
He was rtf ifly to admit at the ftime 
time.) that .be wiu not .ible to prove that 
the co,?>y which he was about to ofl’cr, 
had aftuaily been compared with the 
original I but a cafe haVi been juft PHK 
into his baud, from which it appealed 
I hat a copy of a deed h.i*d been admit¬ 
ted as evidence, tbo' the perfon who 
produced it decimed be could not 
tweav that he bad ever compart'd it 
wi'h the original. It was a Cafe in 
ejectment,in which there was a qtkftkm 
of a deed, which Was proved to havtf 
been dcnTnyed by a fire*, a vvitnefs 
fwore that he had made from the 01^ 
ginal the copy which was produced m 
Court, but he could not fay that it 
\yas a colfhl/jd copy ; however, he h»d 
always kept it by him as a true copy*'?*' 
In the prefeiii cafe, Mr. Grey thought 
that if be ftiould prove Ihatahe original 
Irtter to which be alflided, w iS no 
wht re to he found, but that it kdd ejf- 
iftfti, their Lordfhips would fuffcr hira 
to give the copy of it in evidence. 

Mr. Grey then called Mr. Hudfon, 
one of the ebrksof the India Houfe, 
wIk) proved that he had fearched very 
diligently in the Company's records 
for the letter mtivt'oned by the 

Hon. IVLuiager, hut without having 
been able to find it.-**He fnid, how¬ 
ever, that it was a rpftom at the .India 
Houfe lo keep a book of abjlraBs of 
ktltrsy contajnmg ]the dales of all let- 


4 -u 





C 1 


I S 

jtfra received fi‘om Indh, together with 
name of the writer, $cc^ &c--~-In 
book he found the letter in quef^ 
tion mentioned, but he wa« not able to 
find the original. 

Mr. Law afked, if the book of 
abftra^fa was written by the witnefs.-'*- 
Mr, fludrot), anfwered in the negative : 
hefaid it had been written by another 
clerk now at the India Houfe. 

Mr. Law faid, that the clerk to 
whom the v/itnefs alluded was the 
proper perfon to prove the book of ab- 
rail's. 

The Managers were going to read 
in evidence the copy, from L*he Report 
of the Committee of Secrecy of the 
Houfe of Commons. But 

Mr. Law interrupted them, and 
faid, that before they entitled them- 
feivcs to read it, they muft fiift prove 
that it was a true copy, andconfe-quent- 
ly that it had bad really an original. 

Mr. Burke faid, that the Managers 
would poftpone the proof of the origi¬ 
nal for the prefent; and that they had 
hopes tf^at they fhould be able to efta- 
blilh it another time. Therefore he 
would fay no more at this moment on 
that fubje£l, than barely to obferve, 
that, as the Committee of Secrecy, 
commonly known by the name of Mr. 
DundA 5 \ Committee, in whofe Report 
tliis appeared, had conltaiitly fat 
ai the India Houfet there was no doubt 
but they bad found the original among 
the Company’s records, and this might 
be urged as a proof, that the copy tak- 
en by that Committee was a irue and 
faithful one. But he would waive the 
further diicufifion of this point for the 
prefent. 

The Managers then proved, from a 
minute recorded in Council by Mr, 
I-J.iHings, that the Aa of Parliament 
made for ihe purpofe, among other 
things, of preventing the receipt pre^ 
fenlsy appeared to Mr* Ilahirgs hindVlf 
fo clear and fo pq/itin'>e on that ptfuit, 
that it would not admit of any poffiblc 
coailruttton that would countenance 
an evafion of it. 

The Managers next proved from the 
Company’s records, that Munny Be- 
CCM had been a dancing Gjrl * 
That it was much againit the will of 
the prefent Nabob of Bengal, her ftep- 
foil, that Ihe had been placed at the 
head of the govertimcnt ; and that he 
did not acquicfcC in ^he appointment 

Paar II. 



iiniil he had had a pcrfonal int- _ 

wdth Mr. Hnftings, upon whom hek£^ _ 
deavoured to prevail, but ^without fuc- 
cf/sy not to countenance the appoint* 
merit of Munny Begltm. 

The Managers then fhewed, that the 
fuperintendance of the young Nahon’s 
education, and the dire^lioa of the 
Zenana or palace, belonged of right to 
his own mother. -'I’bty faid, that for 
the purpote of concealing from the 
Court of jpirectors this injury dope to 
the Nabob's own mother, Mr. H^fTings 
had always fpoken of Mu^ny Blgum 
as if file VMS the mother ^ud iht mother^ 
in-'law of the young Prince. They 
called Mr, Hiidfon again, who proved 
that be bad carefully examined ali the 
Bengal coiTefpondencc of the period to 
which the Hon. Muiager alluded, but 
had not been able to find one word bu 
any of Mr. Hafilngs’s letters, that con¬ 
veyed the mod difiant idei that the 
prefent Nabob of Bengal had any other 
mot her than Munnv Begum. 

The Managers then proved that the 
cxcufes or pretences by whj^’h ttie pri*- 
foner had endeavoured to fender the 
appointment ofMuNNY Bfgum not 
unacceptable to the Court of Directors, 
were a 11 fou n d ed i n fa lAood- 

One of thefe pretrnctrs was, rhat fhe 
was to have nothing more than the fu¬ 
perintendance of the Nabob’s education 
and the management of the pa/^^ce 
beyond the ^alls of 'vhich he faid her 
authority was not to extend. • 

But it was proved by letters written 
by the Prisoner to Mu.vny Begum, 
that Ihe was to appoint Officen to M 
the different departments ot the Statty 
who were to render her an account of 
their adminift ration . 

Another pretence was, that the ap¬ 
pointment of Munny Begum would 
be attended With a favlng of thrt elack^ 
to the Company. This appeared alfo 
to be a groutidlfs pretence; lor Mr. 
Hallings expenot-d the whole of tbefe 
three lacks in falarics given to the 
creatures and favnurites of Munny 
Begum, one of whom was Rajah 
Gourdass, fon to the famous Nunu- 

COMAR. 

From thefe, and a variety of other 
cir'cumftances, it was to he prefumed, 
that, in placing a woman, and such a 
woman, at the head of the Nabob’s 
government, tnftcad of An abley bonefty. 
and zatHlgent man, fuch as he wm" 
G bound 






ffo 1‘ded, of tbe 

(Vf M**' aifoecl 

interefi^di ynd 

he Kihoh Y ;iTR a m tii. .Dow r. ah, 
liiiclc t<,>H\e refining t^nljobof Btfiigal, 
ha*l folitited iMr. li’^ltings, ns ajxpcar- 
ed froin !fce:vj(}cnv »:^^ lo pitce laoi at 
tbe head of the AdHurddraii^ not 

« worn ah- ' 

Mi\. Hail uigf« reto grant b»a 
ncpieftj and nf%iied to tbe Court of 
DirC'^onl this reafan for his refni'sl> 
that YrETRA M u L Dow h AH was a per** 
itvn wiiom it vvowld be dangerouj to 
truH: with pX|wer. 

To repel this obji^dioB made by Mr. 
I^aflirigs*. the MarvaK.ers caufed a letter 
Ito fc read,in which Mr. H^idings, 
i’peaking to the Comi; of .Dii:e£lors of 
this Hrae YETiiAM ur. Do^vt.ah, iaid> 
he was a perfon who had not abiht*v’s 
to, render bifnrelf fomniiablc, had no 
dangerous ambition^ and who, if he 
IiadV could wot, in the f'dlra ftate of 
the Nabob ami hia family, be an pb- 
jei^i: of apprihenfion to the Company* 

The Jvlahagers proceeded rjext to 
give in evidence certain orders tranf*^ 
initted by the Com-t of DireSors to 
Mr- Hafbn'gs, that he would caufe re¬ 
gular accounts to he kept>aiiid ddiver- 
V ed annually to the Board, of the tx^ 
pendlttire of the Nabob's allowance, to 
the end U might appear, that it was 
pot Cquanikied or improperly beftow- 
cd« 

fhid, there .was no charge 
againtl Mr, llalb'ngs in the article of 
tfnpcachmeot then under confidera-** 
tion, for heack .qf-.^i'^hrs i and there- 
iore he did uot fre why thofe orders 
#om the Court of Dirc^^Ors Ihould be 
given ip evidence* 

Mr. BurV;e apd Mr. Grey combated 
by tLirna thiii objetdon. Thefubftance 
of theic ar gument was', that they did not 
produce the. orders for the purpofe 
of proving that he was gvtllty of a crime 
by not ixbeying them ; 'that would be 
a dillincf crime and a diftind ch ifge ; 
hpt the ohjtd for which they wanted 
to pi oduce thofe orders wss to (hev/, 
fhat the prifoner’s diCobedience was the 
of tlie precife crime with which 
'h^^Kva^hfprdficcdly charged in the arti¬ 
cle then under their LordJhips' conhde- 
.^iition., vi'A.- corrupti'^'.'U —Ik hud taken 
bribes from Mufuly Ib/guay, and others 
’^botit the Nabob's Court; and had the 
ordered by the Court of 


i Lr 

Bil?C(5lor3,'been regularly kept, the 
munagem.ent and fquandenng of tlW 
N>bob‘'R income mull: Inve appeafcdk 
il;t ,w&S therefore for the pnrpofc of con¬ 
cealing the frauds, which would other- 
wife have hero laid open to the Direc- 
t-'rs,t..hut Mr. Ha (tings had difoheyt'd 
their oiderK. It was with a view t,p. 
fix this prejtifffpdfjn of guilt on the pri • 
foner, and Dot merely the crime of 
d’Tobedience, that the Managers wiflx . 
ed to lay thole orders before their 
Xtordfhips. 

Mr. Law fald, that he would waive 
his objeuHon to the produflibu of thoilp 
orderi, provided that if after the evi- 
deuce fliould have been taken dowui, 
the Hon- Managers /lK)>j]d not be able 
toiliew the rdevancy of it, the,ir Lord- 
iliipfi would expUi^ige it from their mi- 
nntef, and from their memory. 

After this the orders were read; and 
Mr.. Hudfou from the India Houfe 
proved that no fuch accounts as had 
been direrkd by thofe orders had ever 
been tranfmktcd to the Couu of .Di¬ 
re fVors. 

The Managers, after this, gave in 
evidence a tranfiktion, the tendency of 
w hich was to (hew that the prilbncr had 
iuftcr«cd of other matters 

to be given to the Direftors. 

it appeared that in the year 1771 It 
was refolvedj that on account of the 
non-age of the Nabob, who was then 
a child, his nllowance (hould be redu¬ 
ced from about .72 iath of rupees to 
about x$ lackif until he (liould come of 
age. 

This reduction was to take place 
from tbe of 1177a* But 

when the general accounts of the fums 
paid to the N.tbob were afterwards 
laid before the Board, the full allow¬ 
ance of lacks wasy/if/M/to have been 
paid to the Nabob up to the month of 
Becember 1772, thq’ in point 
the Prince had received only the redu¬ 
ced allowance from the preceding Ja- 
nuary- 

Tvhis miltake appeared to have ftrnck 
Mr. Haftings himfelf, who defired the 
account might be referred back to Mr* 
Crofts, the then AcccfC'^tant General, 
to be revtfed by him. 

The way the maitter was then fettled 
was this—^it was admitted that the 
fuU allow'ance had not been paid at 
fychXo the Nabob it^^x^ JiViuary 1772?^ . 
but that the overplus of the reduced al¬ 
lowance, confiding o^fijtem Imhh Inid 

b«ea 
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lel^ paid t<> him towards the difcharge 
6lVn arrcsr of nine teen tack^f due by 
■ Companiy to the Nabob. 

To prove that w.'fraud lurked under 
this ft.itertient, the Managers proved 
from the Company’s records* that 
feme time after this,had been 
oaid to the N ibbb for the purpofe of 
liquidating his ai rear, which when thi^ 
fum was given, coukl amount to no 
ttfdre thAn fozir lacks, as the fifteen 
which were paid to him before, or 
W’^erefaid to have been paid to him, 
towards difeharging an arrear of nine- 
teerii had of couife reduced the arrear 
to faur lacks* 

But feme time after it appeared again 
in the accounts of Mr. Crofts, that 
though the arrear was originally no 
more than nineteen lacks \ tho’ fifteen 
were paid V> him afterwards at one 
time, at another, which would 

have difeharged the arrear, and 

left a balance of one lack in favour of 
the Company, ftill the Conrpany was 
ftated in the accounts to be fuH ni'netetn 
lacks in arrear. 

Tbefe frHiKiulent accounts, the Ma¬ 
nagers laid, were kept by Mr* Crofts. 
They then proceeded to thew, that* 
this Mr. Crofts was the creature'add 
dependent of Mr. Haftings ; that, aft^r' 
hia accounts had appeared to be falfe, 
Mr. Haftfpgs, knowing them to be 
fuch, beftowed iipota Mr. Crofts a 
Valuable and luer.-»tive fituation ; ihar, 
not contented with this, he gave him' 
an additional (alary of 2000I. a year, 
and directed him to draw for it for t‘Lvt) 
years back, and to charge an inlerdl 
of 3 per cent, upon this arrear. 

This inft.mce of pfinerotity to Mr. 
Crofts, which occurred after his .ac¬ 
counts had been difeovtred to be falte, 
Sir James Erfkine laid was to be impu¬ 
ted (blely to Mr. Haftings 5 forvvhen the 
incrcaft offalary was voted, there were 
prafentin the Council only Mr. Haftings 
and Mr. Barwell ; fo that, ever if the 
latter had bet n as hoftilc to Mr. Faf' 
tings as he was known to be under uis 
influence, IliH Mr. Haftings would have 
had a majority in himfelf, by means of 
Kmcajlintr •vote ; and therefore this ex¬ 
traordinary a6: was excUifively his 
own. 

The Managers were proceeding to 
prove a number of other inltances of 
fnendihip on the part of Mr. Haftings 
toward.'? this Accountant, whofe frau¬ 
dulent accoums, they faid; were fo well 


known to him.—But thief Lord _ 
cellorafked them hovv they could 
all the fraudulent aiffs of Mr. Crofts 
relative fo the charge then iM.der the 
conftde ration of their Lordfhips,, to be 
relevant. They rpighC he laid, im-. 
peach thecredd and acconutsofCiofis 5 
btit urilffs thefe accounts related to the 
preferit charge, he w'as at a 16 (s to fee 
the relevancy of them. 

Mr. Burke faid, it was certainly the 
object of the Mah-tgers to impeach 
the credit of Mr. Crofts, and they wifl'i- 
ed to ftiew' that there was an intimacy 
between him add the prifoner, which 
nrj. ued an underftatiding between them, 
and il jofiit co-dperation to cpuceal 
their frauds from the Conipanv.-- 
WiUi thi.s view the Managers la'd be^ 
fore their Lordfhips vanoUi} ai!ls of the 
parties; hut with refpt^l: to thei. rele¬ 
vancy, that was a fubjeift upv^n which 
it was the province of their ’Ldrdfttip'i 
to determine*, he faid at the fame 
time, that th-e Managers would not" 
prefs upon their I.ofdlhips any thin^ 
which they (hould think irrereVant. 

The Manage rsl .ftiygrive in evidence, 
a Utter from the Court of Direriors, 5 u 
which all the accounts ntade out by 
Mr. Croftfi, relative to the arrear, Ac- 
wa'ce cenfured by them in the ftrongcTc 
tcrai^. ' 

As foon as Ibis letter was read, the 
Lords adjourned. 

JFoRty-Second Day. 

JChgrsdaV, May i-i* 

Mr. Grey informed their Lordfldps, 
that the Managers intended to lay before 
them this day, the ficoufation hi ought 
a gain ft Mr. Halting:! by Nttndcomarl 
but that i.liey v^dhed ftrft: to have fome 
papers read, Avlvch would ferve to 
(h'ew ilie high fit nation that Nuudeumaf 
held in his country at the time to winch 
the Managers alluded,, and the high 
opinion which Mr. Haftings bimlelf 
enurtained of him ;it dial period. ‘ . 

For this purpofe, feveral paptrswerc 
read from the Cdnip.tuy’s records, 
from which it appeared that the Couit 
of Dire(Stors orctered Mi'. Haftings not 
to give any office or employment to 
Nundcomar on the removal of Moham¬ 
med Kc7.a Khan ; but that a vei y* 
important office waa bellowed by 
the Governor- General on Rajah Gonr- 
dafs, the Jon of Nundcomar. — That 
when this" appointment was cenjurey^ 
by the reft of the Coiiucn, as being In 
r % ■' efie 
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pTiJ? ilfe appourtmem of Kundcomar 
and confeqnt iitly an afl of 
to ttvt Company’s ovclers, 
^MiCHaftingsundertook the defence of 
that unfortunate man» who afterwards 
fell fomuch under bis difpiealure. 

Mt% Law de(?red that another paper 
might he read» from which he hoped 
jt would appear to their LortHhips that 
Mr. fialVmgs Ji?ad received private in- 
flruaion$ from the Court of Dire^ors 
to employ Nundcomar, which in?lruc¬ 
tions he was not at liberty to difclofe 
at the time lo the rtft of the Council > 
and that this would account for the Ap- 
parenti:'«CQnfift'-ncy of Mr. Ilaftings in 
employing a man, whom he thought 
unworthy oftrufl or confidence.—The 
p tper pointed out by Mr. Law was ac¬ 
cordingly read. 

Mr. Grey next gave im evidence a 
letter written by ^Ir. Hafnngs, fuU of 
invectives agatnft I^undcoinar, from 
which be raid it would appear that the 
former had never faid any thing to the 
prejudice of the latter, until be had 
rraion’’’vjt appreh vJid that Nundcomar 

would’ eebme his accuh r.-—Tb’s let¬ 
ter been read, Mr.Law remark¬ 

ed, that it was dated A year before the 
ehargeti were brought by Nundcomar, 
and that confequently it could not be 
becaufe this man had become his accu- 
fer, that Mr* HalUngs had made an at¬ 
tack uDOrt his char:i<9.er* 

Mr. Grey defired that the learned 
Counfel would ftate his exprelBons ac¬ 
curately, and not put words in his rnouih 
which he hndneveruttered. He did not 
Liy that Mr. Haftings had not made an 
iittack up«>n the chara£ltT of Nundco¬ 
mar untvi the: latter had become his ac- 
cuier.— What he faid was—that Mr* 
Haitiugs liad never faid any thing of 
Nundcomar, until he had reafon to ap¬ 
prehend that the latter become 

jbici Accnf< r. 

The M 'oagers next gave in evidence 
the ditfcrelit mimites cf the Council of 
Bengal, relating to the proceedings 
which took place ther^ <.n the intima¬ 
tion of an intention and wiili, on the 
pArt of Nun lcomar, to bring feveral 
charges a^ainPe the Governor-General. 
7’hcfe minutes contained the reafuns 
given by the mrijoiity of the Council 
for hearing Nundcomar, and the rea¬ 
sons airuned by Mr. Haftiugb for re- 
filling Inch aprocee'bjg; and hrMlly 
»hey proved, that the Governor-Gene¬ 
ral dilfoiyed the meeting of the Coun- 


cil, when he found they were determi 
ned to call in Nundcomar, and receive 
the charges vvhich he had prtiled for 
leave to exhibit. 

The Managers were then proceeding 
to give in evidence the paper which 
contained the charges brought by 
Nundcomar againft Mr. Haftings, When 
they were inte rrupted by Mr* Law, the 
priloner’a counfel, who afked if their 
ohjedl: in producing this paper, was to 
make it evidence to prove that Mr. 
Haftings had a£lually received three 
lacks Mid A half of r upees from Munny 
Begum, &c. 

Mr. Burke replied, that when the 
evidence Ikould have been received, the 
M magers would ihew to what point 
they meant to apply it. 

xVIr. Law fiid. that if the Managers 
would not be more explicit, he muff, 
coufidtr the papers delivered by Nund¬ 
comar to the Council, a» produced by 
the Hon. Manager;, to pro^e againft 
Mr. Haftings the receipt of the him 
above-mient’oncd j and if this was the 
life which was intended to be made of 
it, he would refift it as inadmifiTiblc evi¬ 
dence. Tue grounds on which he 
thought it inadmilfible were^ 

ift. That the charges bad not been 
made upon oath. 

t. That they bad not been made in 
the prefence of the perfon accuftd. 

3. That the Council having been <iif-» 
folvcd, and the Governor-General, who 
was conftitutionally an Integral part of 
it, having withdrawn himfelf, it was 
no longer n Council competent to a<iL 
and that confequently the adts done by 
it in his abfcnce could not be confider-, 
ed as the adls of the Council. 

4. That Nundcomar haying been 
convii^ed of forgery, waa not that kind 
ofwitricfs whom a Court would admit 
to give evidence, though his evidence 
ihould in every other rtfpe^t be iniex- 
ceplionable,—Heobferved,that though 
the cQwviBiacL of ^ur?dcomar waa fubfe-. 
quent to the produdliop of hie charges 
againit Mr* Haftings, yetthe comndJldj^ 
of the crime tor w hich he ftiffered was 
prior to that period ; andin contompla* 
lipnoflaw t|ic infamy had relation la 
the crimct not to thp pufii/hnent ; 
and as the crime was committed hefores 
Nundcomar brought his charges, fo 
he muft be confider<d as inf.amoit^ at 
the timCi though his conviBion did not 
lake place for years ai'ur^ 

Mr. Fox irepiipd, that with rcrpea .tQ 

tbv’ 
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^>*'e object which the Managers had in 
•^ew, it was not of the fmaikft confe- 
^ucnce whether the charges brought by 
Nundcomar had, or had not, been de* 
livered upon op.tb' The guilt of Mr. 
Haftings wa? to be made to appear by 
two ways —\yf pojill've proof, whcnfuch 
CQUld be procured — by cinnmftantlal 
and evidence, when proof 

fofiti'oe could not be obtained. Now 
themannerin whichMr. Haftingsbeha¬ 
ved when the charges were brought by 
Nundcomar would, he faid, have the 
eifefl of fixing upon him a ftrong^re- 
fumption of guilt ; and to do this was 
one objea which the Managers had in 
view, in offering the evidence to which 
the learned Council obje<ik*d : what 
other ufe they might make of it here¬ 
after, they were not bound to tell 
him at this moment. AVith relpedt to 
what the learned Council had faid of 
the conviflion of Nundcomar, the 
Managers had nothing to fay ; they 
were,not atilhorifed by their conftitu- 
ents, the Houfe of Commons, to invef- 
ligate the means by which that convic- 
tiotip- was effected. But, faid Mr. 
Fox, to juttify myfelf for what I 
may have already faid on that fub- 
“ jea, 1 can only fay, that if I were 
« "perndtted to fpeak my own fenti- 
“ ments on that point, I w'ould ufe the 
prccife words which the Houfe of 
** Commons has ordered me not to 
ufe; but which, though thoroughly 
convinced iu my own private opinion 
of the tndh of them, I will not afe, 

“ becaufe ihofe who have fent me hi- 
ther, have given me orders to the 
contrary.’* , , 

Mr* Burke contended, that the Ma¬ 
nagers had aright to make what ufe 
they pfeafed of evidence which it was 
fit for their Lordlhips to receive. He 
maintained alfo, that the obje<5lion3 
urged bv the learned Council againft 
the ydmUiibility of the evidence in qnc- 
ftion, ought not to be endured. It the 
charjres brought by Nundcomar were 
made in the ahfence of Mr. Hattings, 
he, of all men, ought not to urge that 
as an ohjeaion againft them, becaufe 
he abfented lumtelf, that he might not 
hear the charges : Jt was his own 
As Iitllc oog'ht he tofay that the Coiin> 
cil was not competent to receive the 
chritges, bccf^iife it was diflolved. but 
' 'W ho (iiirolved it ? it not hiuf if ? 
And why did he diffolve it? U as it 
not for the purpofe of fenotheting an 

luq 



accufation brought againff himfl 
He ought to be affiamed to 
becaufe the evidence of Nimdcomar" 
hsd not been given upon it ought 
to be confide red by their Lord Ihips aa 
inadmiilihle.—“This felf-fame Mr. Ha, 

• (lings had faid, in his defence before 
the Houfe of Commons, that it wk^. 
conirary to the rel/yiotis tenets of the 
Hindoos and MuJ/ulmen to take an oai/ii 
but now he would have their Lordfliips 
rejed the evidence of Nundcontar, ji 
Hindoo^ becaufe it bad noi been giveot 
upon oath* , 

The objedtiou, that the charges were 
made in the abfence of Mr- Haflings, 
did not apply j for though he was not 
prefent, becaufe be would not be pre- 
fent when they w^ere made, he was# fo 
little ignorant of the contents of them* 
that he fent them himfelf to the Cotut 
of DireAors, and .fignecl them with hts 
name; not indeed to admit t!>e truih of 
them, but To f.^.r to authenticate the 
charges, and the proceedings in Coun¬ 
cil to which they had given rife. The 
condUt^l of Mr. Haflings in refilling the 
produ£lion of that which he himfelf 
had authenticated, he coiifidercd 
audacious- 

Mr. Law complained of this expr.eL 
fion as indecent when applied to a gen¬ 
tleman ot the Bar acting to the belt of 
his judgment for his client. He faid it 
mult have been to hitn it was applied, 
and not to Mr. Haftings ; for it was 
he who had ufed the arguments which 
had offendedthe Hon. Manager. 

Mr. Burke would not retract the ex- 
preifion. 

The Lord Chancellor faid, that be 
made,no doubt that when Mr. Burke 
had conlidered it coolly, he would be 
of opinion, that delicacy Ihould pre¬ 
vail in a cafe of this kind. 

Mr. Burke replied, that if he was 
profecuting feme poor frirndUjs and 
forlorn felon, whofe might, he the 
forfeit of a conviction, he truAed he 
fhould not drop a fylHblc a|;:ainlt him 
that the moft fcrupulous delicacy could 
think annecrffary to the profccution : 
but he felt very differently when he 
faw a man witli the moll powerful 
friends and connexions that wealth 
could produce, grow daring In pro- 
porfion to the magnitude of crime, 
and in that vrry magnitude feek ..for 
impunity. Their Lordffips never 
would luffer a naan to avail himfelf 
his own wrong, or to prove that be was 
' innocent 
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of,on€ CTUtK by firicwrig th -».t 
^guilty of another. This was 
f prifontr was aiming at, when 
to the competency. (>( the 
Councy to receive the chargci-, though 
.die incompetence, if any there w;i«, 
had 


fome little converfation, it was 
up, and tne Managers were going to 
proceeds w'hcn 

.Lord Kenyon riling fa id fomethifig# 
but in fo Ipvv a Voice that we could 
not, hear him. We heard him, how- 


tn occafioned by himlclf; for «vtr, a little after, move their Lord- 


he diifoived the Council for. the pur- 
pofe of creating that very- incompe - 
tf'b.Ci’ which he now w’ithTo much wo- 
notaiulaaoupulsy endeavoured to 

urge. 

The Lord Chancellor fmd» if he nm 
derftood ihe Horn Managers right, with 
refpe-Q: to the evidence which Uiey of- f 
feiedj they did not want to reft fo much, ■ ■ 
upon the *oyiteni> of the paper that they 
wanted CO have read, as Upon, the/.vr- 
iiimflances '^ Mr. Haftings’ behaviour' 
when the charges were offered, and 
frdm which they inferred the prefun/p* 
lion, that he was confeious of guilt. 

Mr, Fox replied, that though he 
inaint'u'rjed the contents of the paper 
♦ might be evidence, hill what the Mana^- 
gers had at thrd, moment In view', was 
what the noble and learned Lord had 
jutt dated.- ' V 

' Mr. Law' faid, that if the Hon. Ma¬ 
nagers had faidthis rnuerh a little fooner, 
he would not have ftaried any objedion 
to the production of the paper. He 
was therefore ready to admit it now, 
provided it were underftood that the 
idea of making any ufe of the contents 
of the. p?-per as 'wa? totally 

a^v.^doned. ^ 

Mr. For^f eplied, that he would not 
enter into a contraCl, the Uhe of which 
had never been heard of ip a Court of 
L;iw—namely—that evidence which 
was ailmiJUde ihm\d h^ applied only 
to one ptirticular pouUd'—Whatever 
rv'tcktice vras offered hy the .'Commons, 
and was dettrinincd by the Lords to be 
ad.mifiibk*, that the Man.^gers would 
give: it would be for their Lordfbips 
to apply it k^t-dly. 

Hu- L<»rd Chancellor ol ierved, that 
ihe flon. Manager was right; their 
'Lhrdfhips would fatfer evidence to -ap¬ 
ply to 1 hat only to wnich, from its na¬ 
ture, it oudbt to apply, 

' Lord bun hop*, riked, what wa s the 
part ofthe charge which he expelled to 
be able to prove by the admilTion ol the 
propoiVd evidence? ^ , 

• Mr. Fc:; replied—** the receipt of 
tViC chrff^ I'fcks and a half of rupees. 

^ Mr, Law, on hcarimrthis, renewed 
Iji/vdde/liou to iL—liowcyer? after 


fhips to adjourn to the Upper Chamber, 
of Parliament. , . ‘ 

Their Lordl^iips accordingly ad¬ 
journed to their ow'fi Iloufe, and fat 
fpme time in debate; fo tbnt they did 
not return to Wtftminftcr-Hvaii. 


Po R TY -T il I« D D ./v v. 

Wednesday, May lo, 

To render tbeahftraft which we are 
g-oiujjj to givc<ofthis day's* proceeding 
more intelligible, we muft go back 
little, and inform our reader8./that at a- 
meeting of the Council arCalGutta, on 
the 13th of Maich the Giivernor 

General b«; ifig »bfeni, Kundcotnar was^ 
called in arid examined by the Council; 
and dehvered to them ftveral ipecitic 
charges agalnlV, Mri Haftings. 

Af. a raeeiing of the Council on the 
?. ift of the fame month and ye.<r, Mr. 
Haftings being' in the Chair as Gover¬ 
nor General,'the examination of Nund- 
coaYar;\nd the ch.ir^eshrought by him' 
were read as minutes of the preceding 
meeting of the Council. Thefe Mr* 
Haltings afterwards trarirmitted to the 
Court of Dire<Jfors, and ligned with his 
ow'n hand, not, as he faid, that he ad¬ 
mitted the Irg dity of the proceedings' 
which he wiiueded, but merely to au** 
thenticate them. ' 

At the laft: fiuing of the Court, the 
Managers offered in evidence the char¬ 
ges delivered by Nundcomar on the 
i3th of March 1775. 'The Counfel for 
Mr. Haftiiigs objected to the admif- 
lion of this as evidence, and the Lords 
adjourned to take into confideration 
the arguments urged for and againft it. 

Accordingly this day, the Lords 
having previoufty taken their kais 
in W eft min ft cr-Li a 11 , the Lord Chan¬ 
cellor rofe,and thus delivered the Ke*» 
•folution of the Peers, ver^^athh 

** Ocriiimen cft/ielJoufeofCommonsP 
The Lords have decided, that it 
is not rornpttent for the Managers 
** of the Commons to produce the exa-* 
ruination of Nuinlcomar, as tendered 
«* in eVidence—the Ma n a ge rs noi 
hWT\% proved nor EVEN stated any 

thipg 

/ r*'---? 
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ng as a ground for admitting fuch 
/*"<^Vit!encc—which, if proved, .would 
/54cnder ibe f-ime admilTible. 

c^nd tliiK refolution they have 
corntuanded me to deliver to yoii/^ 
The Lord Chancellor having twice 
read their Lordliiips Reiblution, the 
Managers begged leave to v;ithdraw 
'ar a little time.-r-On their return, Mr. 
Burke faid it was with no kfs furprize 
than concern, he had heard the deter¬ 
mination oftbeirLordfhips on tbishead, 
becaufe it would have the efi'ecl: of 
throwing many difficuhies in the way of 
theprofccutlort. However, it was for 
their LordOiips to pronounce, it was 
for him to fubinit. . 

He then dcfired that the minutes of 
the C(>uncil held at Calcutta on the 
aift of March j 77 <;, might be read. 

They were read accordingly ; and it 
appearing that Mr. Haftings, in a mi¬ 
nute delivered at that time, refer¬ 
red to the miiiUtes of the Council 
held on the 13th, Mr. Burke dcfired 
the latter m'ght be read. 

Mr. Law ohjedted to this. He faid 
that what was now; proposed, fell with¬ 
in the obje£fion he had already made 
to the reading of the origii^al minutes 
of the ijfh^ for tbi : was doing at fc" 
cond-hand, what their Lordllups had 
juft determined conUi not be done at 
firft-hand. If the charges dated in' the 
minutes of the Council held on the 13th 
were not adiniilible in evidence, the 
repetition of them in the minutes of 
the Council held on the aift, did not 
make them admifiible. 

Mr. Fox obferved, that the minutes 
of the fecond Council were admitted to 
be evidence? thefc rr»inutes ftated that 
fome other rainutea taken at a former 
Council w'ere read, Which other mi¬ 
nutes contained the cb.ar^'cs brought 
by Nundcornar.—Now as the Council 
referred to thde (.thsr minntcii it was 
nCceiTary that they fiiould he read, or 
the former muft remain unintelligible. 

Mr. law replied, that if j^hey were 
pTO(U\cc(\Jbk{j fvr the purpofe of ren¬ 
dering the minutes ol the Council of 
the 2tft intelligible, and it was undcr- 
Itood that no inference was to be drawn 
from them that could affedl his client, 
he would riot objed to them, other- 
wile h.’‘m lift call for the judgment of 
thcC<;url. ' 

... Mf. Fo)c fiid, that in the firft place 
tluir Lordlhips having fuftcred the 
luinutes of the fecoiid Council’ to be 



read, admitted them to he evid' , 
and it neccllarily followed, that if 
admillible evidence reftrfed to f<y 
paper without wliich it could not l>« 
underftood, that paper ought alfo to 
he given in evidence, anvl the whpie 
fhould be taken together; What in¬ 
ference could.be fupported by the evi¬ 
dence thus rendered complete and in¬ 
telligible, it was their Lordfbips pro¬ 
vince to determine. 

The Lord Chancellor Paid, that what¬ 
ever Mr. Hiftings had whatever 
he had, ronnedted with the fub- 
llance of the charge then under confi.’^ 
deration^ might be admiffiblc evidence 
in fupport of the charge. , 

Mr. Fox upon this obferved, that 
Mr. Haftings was pfeLut at the fecond 
Council, when the minuu^s or tbe pre¬ 
ceding'Council, containing the accula- 
rion brought by Nundcomar, • were 
read; he afterwards figned them, ami 
tranimiitcd them to the Court of Bi-' 
reilora. This circumflaace fuf^qejsr-' 
ly connected him with the miiuitcs of 
the charge, and confetiucntiy made 

them good e«,»idence againft him. 

Lord Kenyon moved their Lord- 
fhii:^ to adjourn to the Upper iloufe 
of Parliament, and they adiou> ned ac¬ 
cordingly* in Vbai.]t an hour’s time 
they rtfurned to t%kfl:niihfter-Hail ; 
and the Lord Chancellor fp^ke as fol¬ 
lows :—^ 

GentUnienof tbeHovC^’ ofCommons^ 
The Lords have refolved, that the 
Consultation 
« on the 2tit of March, and at which 
“ Mr. Haftings was pfeftnt, does not 
“ of itfelf make the matter of fich 
** confequence that the ConfultMtiou of 
M<uch 1.3th f^tould be read-'* 

Mr. Burloc obferved, that, worded 
as their Ldrdibips’ opinion ne 

could not fay that he ptrfe'fdy unaer- 
ftood it; but if he undtvftoud it ifght, 
and the Court would tiun re¬ 
ceive it, it implied, that, thongli 
the avrv in which the Cofrmuvr.s hjd 
offered the minutes of the Council of , 
the 13th did not make them admiltlb’c 
evidence, ftill there was a way dn v. 
they might render them adiniftinle. sin 
that cafe he muft fay, that the Com¬ 
mons not only did not tindt-iftard the 
1 aw, 1 i k c techniv^i or projeffion al «n c q , 
but that they had alvvavs ,iaid in a 
claim to be cenfidered as a body ac¬ 
quainted otdy with the general priiud- 
pies of natural jufticc* They therefore 
- claimed 


\S} 
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S im|^ the rJiiftancc from th?ir 

riiiijps, vvliich was e ver granted to 
TSveu:;^ho were pleading their own 
caitfe by themi'elves, and rtot by Coiiu- 
If therefore there was any way 
by which the evidence offered by them 
be rendered adiniifible, they 
called upon their Lord (hips to point 
out to them that way. 

The Lord Chancellor faid, it was 
neceiTarv that Mr. Halting^ ihould? by 
fome his omjn, pvc a degree of 
admi/Tibility to the charges offered by 
the Hon. Managers, which of them- 
fdves they did not mtrinfically poflTefo* 
Whatever was [aid or done by Mr. 
Haftings was evidence againft him ; 
but if what was faid by other perfons 
againft him, without his own know.- 
ledge, vvas to be admitted againft a de¬ 
fendant, then Jlander and calumny 
|jnight be adduced as proofs of guilt. 
He did not mean by this to fiiy, that 
what was urged againft Mr. Haftings 
was iUnder or calumny } he fpoke on 
this occatjonin general terms, without 
any allnfion to any particular cafe. 

Mr. Fo->;' would nor admit that it was 
rcceftary to prove fome done by a 
pevfon accuLd in reference to the evi¬ 
dence offered againft him, for the pur- 
pole of rendering it admifebte. Not to 
do what h wan was bound to do, was 
jiolefs a fubftantrve crime, than to dvi 
fomething that vvas forbid. Oui/jt was 
no lefs attached to p^mij/lon than to com- 
mjfc?u It was not, therefore, In his 
opinion, necelFary for the Managers to 
ihew that the prifoner had done fome 
sift in conrequemce of the charges broug h t 
by Nundcomar ; to Ihew that after hav - 
iug had notice of thefe charges, he did 
notbin^^y and took no one ftrp in confe- 
<|uence of them, was of itfelf fufficient 
yjound for a pnJuTnpUony that he felt a 
'confeioufnefs of pul U» The Managers 
wanted not to prove by the produ6bon 
of Nundcomar's charges, that they 
were well fwuoded ; ftill lefs did they 
want to prove that a charge was to be 
taken as e^vidcnce of guilt. But they 
vyilhed to give the demeanor and con- 
dud of Mr-^Haftings under ihe/e chargest 
flS evidence of a prejumpilon of guilt, of 
the weight of which prcAimption, how¬ 
ever, their Lordftiips were afterwards 
to determine. 

it is not necelfary that charges fhould 
be brought by perfons legally authonfed 
fo to do, or even that they fhould be 
roanded, to cptitlc a profccutor to give 


in evidence the behaviour of a 
When fuch charges were made 
hearingi Surely then the Manager^* 
might give in eridence thatthe priforicr, 
Whofe duty it was to enquire Into a^« 
of peculation and comiption, not only 
did not enquire into them, but when 
charges of that very rjatur<i were brought 
againft hlmfiif^ no matter whether true 
Or falfe, he did all that lay in his power 
to ftiiie the enquiry, and never once 
attempted to defend himfclf at^^ainll the 
charges, or fo much as to deny thern.-^ 
It was on this ground that he would 
beg leave to offer in evidence the mi¬ 
nutes referred to in the minutes of 
Council of the iift of March, and not 
merely becaufe they had been read to 
theprifoner: this, he conceived, {took 
them entirely out of their Lordfhips’ 
laft determination, and left the Mana’* 
gers to offer thefe minutes upon other 
grounds than thofe which their Lord- 
(hips had already determined would not 
make them admifTible* 

Mr. Burke faid, that by a fpecial A6i: 
of Parliament, the Governor-General 
was bound to pay obedience to the or¬ 
ders he ftiould receive from the Court 
of Dirc< 5 for 8 . That Court fent the pri- 
foner orders to make enquiry relative to 
a^h ot peculation and corruption.—* 
This he vvas hound by law to do ; but 
when his colleagues in obedience to 
thofe order.sfet on foot enquiries, which 
at laft reached the perfonof the Gover¬ 
nor-Central himftlf, that man, inftcad 
of concurring with them, as he was in 
d'.Aty bound, and as a regard for his own 
hopiour Hiould have prompted him, did 
all that by in his poiA'er to prevent 
them from proceeding, by difTojlving 
the Council, andabfenting himfelf from 
their meetings. His abfciice, inftead of 
affording a reafon for rejeefting the in¬ 
formation brought againft fhould 
be rather confidcred as an aggravation 
of his guilt, for his abfence was njolun* 
tary and contumacious. 

It w-as not ignorance of tbeexiftenre 
of the charges that had prevented the 
prifoner from anfwering them j for he 
had heard them read, and had figned 
them. But he would have it thought 
that it was by the contempt in whicli he 
held Nundcomar, his accufrr, he w'as 
reftrained from anfwering the acenfa- 
tions brought by him ; He forgot how¬ 
ever, that he had faid to the Court of 
Direiftors, that he confidered Sir John 
Qla%>€rinsfy<loh Monfmt and Mr. Fyan- 
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^s\ k 9 hh a.TcuferSi and KuffJamnnoTi\y ^ 
''S^ejiheir inftrument *—Surely he could 
not have held fuch men as thefe in ton* 
tempt, or confider a charge brought by . 
them, even if it was fjhc> aa fo light 
and trivial as not to be entitled to an 
anfwer. 

vNow tho* this charge was brought 
the Commons of England, who con« 
fidered it of lb much weight as to make 
it the groruc! of an impeachment, was 
Mr, Hadings inclined to anfwer it 
No. I-k was fully fatisfled with cfcap* 
ing from pimilhment even at the ex- 
pence of honofir* He refted his defence 
upon quibbles and legal objeftions to 
evidence, and not upon the merits of 
his capfe. He appeared not to look 
for any thing more honourable than an 
Old BaileV acquittal; where, upon 
ibme defe<5t in the evidence, the prifo- 
Tier is acquitted by the jury,^ receives a 
fevere reprimand from the judge, and 
carries away with him the execration 
of the whole Courts 

The Lord Chancellor C.id, that if the 
Hon, Managers could fliew that evi¬ 
dence ojBfered could apply, by conriecl- 
ing it with fomp criminal adldoneby 
the prifoncr, they would make uieof it. 

Mr. Fox faid, that if the Managers 
fliould attempt to do that, the evidence 
ought to be tirlt before their Lordlhips, 
as it was ifornthc detail of the evidence 
conneaed with the prifoner\s condua 
under the charge, that the Managers 
could ihew the application of it* 

Mr Burke inQfted that it was not ne- 
cefiitry that any one of the a<5tsforming 
the links of a chain of drcumJlanfialtsU 
dence> leading to the prOof of a crime, 
fhould be \n itfelf criminal. In laying 
down this pofition, he had the autho¬ 
rity of a Judge who was iVdl alive, he 
meant Mr. Jaftice Buller. In bis 
addrels to Captain Donnell after 
convidtion, he dated the feyeral circum^ 
fiances, which, in the opinion of the 
learned Judge, had put the proof of his 
guilt beyond a doubt, vi;t the letter he 
had fentro Sir William Freeman---the 
different accounts he had given of his 
condud—the nnOng of the bottle,--- 
Now, faid Mr. Burke, the fending a 
letter tO' a gentleman, and the rinfing 
of a bottle, are als in themfclves not 
criminal j nor was it criminal in a man 
not to turn hia own accul’er; but rrutn 
thefe aas, in themfclvcs harmlefs, waQ 
to he deduced the guilt of the accufed, 

' H<J begged leave to apply ibe princi¬ 
ples of Judge Buller in Capu DpNWIiJu’' 
H. I ^ 
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LAN’s cafe to the prefent. Poifol! 
was a crime coi (lived and execui) _ 
ufually with great fecrecy; and confc* 
quently it could rarely be traced to its 
author but by drcumjlafu> j* The cafe 
was txactly the fame in bribery- W hen 
Mr, Haftings saceul^a of this crime, 
he did ads which, canfidtred in them - 
felves, wtre not criminal-^hc diirvilvcd 
the Council, and refufed td be prefent 
at the meetings of his coUeagues. But 
why did he do this ? Titc. pr^fumption 
tvas ftrong, that he afled fo with a cor¬ 
rupt and criminal intent, to ftdle en¬ 
quiry into his own conduft. Here then, 
as in the cafe of Captain DonnELLANj 
were afts in themfdvea harmlefs, lead¬ 
ing to the proof of an heinous crime. 

It this kind of evidence was now to he 
refifted, if circumftantial evidence was 
to be rejected, and none to be admitted 
that was not pofitrve, he would 

give joy to all Eail India dellnqucnra, . 
He would fay to them, “The laws intend¬ 
ed to reftrain you are mere fdarecrows 
—Plunder on, and accuirtuUte we,iltii 
by any means, however Ukgaly profit- 
•gate, or infamous, you are lure, of />/V- 
pun'ity ; for the natives, of India are de-, 
barred by their religion from appearing 
againlt you out of their own country, 
and circumllantial evidence will uot be 
received ag^inft you. Plunder there¬ 
fore, plunder at will, impunity is furc 
to await you.” 

Mr. Fox reminded their Lordfiiips, 
that the eyes of the world were upon 
them, and their own and their coun¬ 
try's honour ak l^ake. If their Loid- 
fhips adhered to the principle laid down 
by them, there was no doubt but they 
would fecure impunity to all peculators 
in India ; for all that fuch perfons would 
in future have to do, would be to take 
no notice whatever of any accufalion, 
and then they might bid defiance tojuf* 
ticc. According to the new' principle to 
which he alluded, aiBs of (fmijjion not 
being confidered as evidence, it vi^oold 
of coiirfe be always in the povycr of a 
delinquent to fecure himfelf frompu- 
nilbaitnc; .md tlurcfore, when in fu¬ 
ture charges (hould be brought againft 
individtialh in India, inftead of makiog 
any defence again.fi them, they would 
take nt' n^'^tice at all of them ; and this 
omiffiom wkich in redbn and con»mon 
fenfe ought to'be confidered as a tacit 
confeflion of guilt, W’ouid be ihC inofi; 
effeiStual way to let juflice and puiufii- 
nient at defiance. 

Their Lordlhipsfliould therefore pon-^ 
li 
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■^1 on lliey xverc going to 

'i-nmi*, ;i 3 upon their determirijition, 
^■0v^tid depend? whether delinquents 
flioakl in future be pUiced be- 
yond the reach of public juftice. Par- 
liaracntary impeachments were firft 
ordained to the end that perrons who 
juight be too powerful for the orclinary 
coprlt ol law> might be brought tojuf- 
tice in this extraordinary way: and 
therefore it never cmild have been in¬ 
tended by the Wife framers of our epn- 
ftitiuion? that ibe High Court of Pari'.a- 
meut jboiild'be bound by any rules but 
bv Ihofe of( heHigh'Court of Pjirliament} 
and.confcquently that it flionid not be 
fettered by thofe ruies of law w hich 
prevail iip inferior Courts, and which 
between man and man may be ej^ti'cme- 
iy propeir; but in cafe» jibe the prefent 
%vdukl tend rather to defeat than pro¬ 
mote the ends of public juftice. i'inf 
rtfai Ccylam Was a dne maxinu 
‘hut It rnTpht be: carried too fan The 
obje^ of ihoie who brought the im¬ 
peach m eh C a)) d thofe w'ho were to try 
It, vras t:o diyfa/^JJa^-iial 
the puiblic'And the actufed, Whatever, 
.rule of evidence would protnote that 
great endciight to be rigidly and ftn£t- 
)y obferved by their Cprdlhips j What¬ 
ever rule <rf Jaw Ifood in, the wMy of 
fuch frbftmtial juftice, could,not, and, 
ought not to be binding upon theip. 

Mr* Law rofe nievely to. j>roteft in 
his o\vv5 7vii;T\v> ^hd in that of all the 
fieOplq of. BrsUit), ngainft the 

doclrine w-ith which the Hon. Xvlanager 
had concluded, :ind tbA>fflT to prove 
that the High Court ofiFarliament was 
bound by the fame ruks of evidence 
that obtaindn the Courts below. 

The Lord Cbaucellor faid, that their 
LordibiptJ had,twice already given their 
opinioti upon the evidence which wm 8 
oftered : if the CV muions wiibed them 
to confj.kr it again, there mull: be fur- 
iher confiiUatioK. 

> And for ibis purpoL their Lordfiv.pa 
adjourned* 

Foi^ry-THiED Day. 

T’ H U It s i) A Y * M a> , a 1. 

The. Lord Chmceilv)!' acquainted the 
Managers, that their IV-rclhips having 
taktu into confi.dcratiori the queftion 
b/hidh arfvfe tMt yrntediri- day upon the 
;idnd,nlbiluv of the Minutes of the 
, Council of the 13th of M:irch i775rh^ul 
home to ihe foiiowiiig lefoluuon ;- 


“ 7 'hat the confultatiou of the y3th 
March CAunot no<tv be read.*’ ^ 

Mr. Burke faid, that though he was 
forry to hear that fuch had been their 
Lordfhips* determination, he derived no 
fmaU degree of cdnfolatioii from the 
word wevy, which he was glad to hod 
made part of it : for he confidered tbi^j 
as a word rather of than, V 

exchfion-^ and cpnfequently he under-* 
flood by it, that though thejr Lord- 
fhips faw no reafon for adr;?itting thu 
propefed evidence x^ow, yet they would 
not reject it, if caufc fhould be ihew^i 
hereafter why they fhould admit it. 
He truU-cd that the word kow, which 
formed pait of the reiohitiorv read by 
the noble and learned Lord, would not 
be found jo rcfemble that now de- 
feribed by the Poet— 

Which wow is, and fliall fftr w&r 

Plaving premifed this, he faid hewrould 
acqniefce m the judgment of their Lord- 
fhip?, until he Ihottld be able to fhew 
them caufe for reverfing it. 

Hf then defired that the Minutes of 
Council of the ^oth of March mighf'be 
re.ul. They were rmd accordingly. 
Aad/rom ihefe it appejif ed that Canto 
Baboo, a native of India, in the fer- 
vice of Mr. HaftingSj had been ordered 
by Sir Jhhn Clavering, Col. Monfon, 
and Mr. Francis, to atund the Coun¬ 
cil; that he had not obeyed their fum- 
ulons at fift} and when be afierwavds 
attended the Council,i)e,affigned for the 
rtafon of lira noo-atten: ance at the firft 
fiimmons, that he had received an or¬ 
der from the Govci por Genera] not to 
obey it.' 

ThH point being eftahlifhed, Mr, 
Burke went back to the minutes of the 
13th of March, and dciired that they 
might then her.-ad. 

Mr. L>w refifted the wifli of the Ma¬ 
nager i he faid their Lordlliips had re¬ 
peatedly given judgment on this pointy 
and he claimed the benefit of it. 

This produced another debate, dif¬ 
fering hiH little in fiibJbance from that 
w^hich took place the preceding day on 
the kimc JiibjeiSl ; and therefore we 
fhall be the iefs diffufe in our account 
of it., ' 

Mr. Burkeinrdled that the Commons 
had now intitled' thcmfelvea under the 
dteifion of their Lord flops, to read 
thofe nVinutes. They had now conne^l:- 
ed the ciiargcs brought agairfl .Mr* 
Hdflings with the perfonal conduct of 
^ . ' liiat 







1 'ii-J 




[IjiU' g'enrfcmin. An cnq?JU7 had been ' / ,"Mr. Shenda'n olferved, that r 


^*('^'•1 i.n foot into a6ts of corruption and 
^ypsKu'athn^ in which Mr. was' 

iirplicated^ Canto Baboo.^ the pri- 
f'.:iier''s B/.tryofXy h:iti been ment.i<.'JH'd 113 
bcin concerned in, or having Tome 
knowledge of iome of thefe aita, and 
was rlKTi'fore ordered to attend the 
Cc ivncil; but morep'articnlari’y» becaiife 
had n\Mk'. fo/rut ende/noiirH to get at 



Very ftrikine d'Jlin<:fibri betw^Tj_ 

matr.ru’tity :r of fv;d(”v. e, arul 

li 3 .'jc/myphk'iy. ' "rhis . to/) would 

appear rhe rubre inaikcd by 'i refer.net 
to the'practice of'the Cburta below-*"-' 
There the mot^rial’ty or the force oC 
evidence wms left td'lhc Jury i its 
7n{/fid}li'y t>n't'he con'iv.ry v/as bT-*'?: U) 
thejudgVnenrdv? th.; 'fT^'?/rV,.*-“-Thslr L.bVd- 


'a letter lent by K^ouw, ligoed /hip‘8 oiq^ht not thvrt fnre, in thep!. 

with heb hand, anti fealed with her inffancty to '';oididcr '^h\ \ddhc cv]'' 

in which ibrne of ttiofe aefs of corriip’* dence, biU f..tely U)) .* \vhe?i 

^ioa were mentioned. “Thi.v BanyanK the t^hoIe w.u 1 >sff,re them, and they 
however :-',t firfl coittUrnacionny rehited were called upon for jildgmeut, then rd' 
the order given (or his attendairce by Conroe tb ’V weigh tbeemf/f, B).d 

the majority of the Council 5 andw'hen try tie/r.rc.-; ofjbe evulcnce ; buli ia 
lafl he did attend, he fa id, th;>t tiis the prelcnt ftage of the bii6r!s;f«> i'cs 
tea Ian for inivihg refnfed to oh.'y the . w'ljJihUity aUme 0\nn)d he confidergda 
former furamons w^s, that he had re- ixilfitcd, However, upon the foc'^ 

ceived an order from the Governor tuer, and. w.o'bc'd to kUow the whoM: 
Getufa!, forbidding him attend, force of the evidence, >>•■tor , they prt*- 
'Thi-.3, Mr. Burke f-dd, was a ftrong ne^nced upon lti*.\aclm).livwdity, it vroLiU^^ 
jijround for* the admiflioi) of I he'evidence bo no d'flicnit miitter to conrierf the 
tdFcriiid by the Contmons to prove that mintues of the i-^th of March with the 
the prifoaer liad endeavaiued to ilifle cou'du/d of Mr. Hadiny.s, and to pvpvc 
the accufition 'brought cgMinft him, by by his ruhfc'queiU-.condUiSt th/it he him-' 
doing ah that lay :n his'powcr to keep ' feifconiUcred tiVe charges fitted in thofe 
back the toilimony of thole who could minute:^, but too well ►foi'-nded : 
give information on the fubje<.T. d'his this Would appear flrikingly by his con** . 
proved a prefumjnioo.of guilt agaiaft du6l: towards Nia/o'cir/hary vvfuun, for 
the prtfoner, and laid tiie beft grr>und the purpofe-of deftroying the. weight 
•for the admlfl'icn in ei/idcnce of that of his* accufatiob, he eaufed to be ui- 
■accularlea from which he had ftirunk;, dieted for a co?jJ}jr\!cy, 
iSnd winch he had eud'cavoured to ftifle . The. Lord Chaiice'ior afkcr! 
dpAd Aipprfcfs. ' ’ , what h^ had to urge aga'iuftthe iu\m,\d 

Mr. Fox maintained, tliat the evi- -fion of the mihiuca of the i:th, nojv ■ 
dence which had been thi<i day rtatf, that (bai'e rtto.v'grouialTcerned to hare ' 
took the minute^i of the x 3th of b'.lnj cb . been laid for the admiiTlorj ob then); 
lb cotnplcfely o’ct ofthe difii rent dt-ei- wh'ch had nbf been eftahlifhed whcji 
made by their i.ordfhip.'-, that he their Lordniipiri;\adc' their lall deci- 
tv'iilled they would now admiti on th.e fon^ ^ , 

grounds of what tliey had heard thiv3 , Mr. Law f;iid be vr.V 3 in poffefnon of 
day, tnat very evidence Vi hieh they hiid their Lorcllbip^’ decifion, and would 
reiwth'ed hitherto, not bccaufe it in churn th>e btnefk of it. .They had rle.^ 

dared that the minutes ixji cnicjlioni 
could not !>e rLid 
judbrnent he would abid 
; Mr-.'Burke conjnj'td their Lord/bipst' 
to wdgh vVellV /jhd LriQuFy conljtk 
tliC whiph waa tbseo before* 

ilicnv. IIn a bufine 17 of tbb rnagbi- , 
fade then lUuUr . theiikconbdejaiifon? 
t i;c y adj) V fed. to * h; > fe r id es vv h i ch jp ' a 
caitfe, U } 0 priiis\ might be the gpidca ,; 
of thew deliberafiob.s, they would <Je- 
(h'oy the. Very tircnceof jufticc^ by a a 
id timed and jli-jmiged a'rtherence fir 


Itfelf iru'dinidihle,’ but becapre their 
Lo.-dniipi^ d'ct net conceive tiviit fuAi- 
cie!)l' grdu.inds had bcui ekabliihed, on 
whlci\ its adiniftihility might, be .fup- 
ported. The evidence given this d.ty 
fhewed, that Mr. Haftings,’ finding a 
C: h.'*rgi- brought agaiiift himgendtaw tir¬ 
ed to fiippreL that charge, !.vy keeping 
back the evictenee wh 1 cI. w'ia thoughi 
yecGlafy to tlvc rupperfc of it., ;Kow, 
that their jt'm diLips .^idght fee 1 degree 
of guilt which this a«:i migfu.-fix upon 
the priioner* it was «brolulely neceilary 


(h-it they ftiotilci hear the charge read , /wmv. They )boh^ the na- 

\vh:cH hediad, as n bad been fhis day iiii'e of tbc country ii> vvbicb the ci 
pto^tdi eadeayoured to ,• . , .. imputed to the puibhef were con'intb- 

•: . • H ^ sedv 
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jiid nature of its connexion 
is. I'^e capitals of other Em- 
ufuaily been crowded with ua- 
orn its moll diftant' provincesjkd 
fither by curioiiiy or intereft. In the 
capitalofthe Britifii Empire* to which 
a country containing z4 millions of in¬ 
habitants belongs, one might expert* 
that, trom finajiar caufes, the ftrefta 
would bt Machined with fwarnos of In** 
dians t but they were rettrained by the 
religion and cuftotnii of their country, 
whii- h would not fuffer them to come 
to Europe, without a ftcrihce of their 
€hjli ox rank in life, which would aa it 
v/ere txcammunicatc and banifli them 
fiom fociety. Only Hindoo bad 

ever been in Xondon, whofe name was 
Gul//jam Dcfs \ he returned home Mr. 
€ui/Aam blit no longer a Hindoo 
for, by having left his own country, he 
W’as diiven from his call, ai»d had no 
further rank arao%' his countrymen, 
Vut was an outcaii even amongjft his 
€)wn relations» The only way then by 
wEich the government of this country 
€ould know or redrefs the grievances 
laftbe nati ves'of India,, who would never 
appear at a Tribunal in England to 
«omiplaia of their Governors, was by 
receiving in evidence the complaints of 
thefe people, recorded in the books of 
the Eaft India Company, and tranfmit- 
ted to Europe. T his was the onlj/ corn - 
iriuniGation w^hich the nature of the 
religion and cuftoms of Hiudoltan ren- 
deted pqffil/le hxtwc^n the European 
Governors and the goveined. If their 
Lordlhips cut off that only communi¬ 
cation, which fnuft be the cafe if Aich 
evidence a$ w;^c? now offered reject** 
ed, t hen 'they w*onld leave the opprc/lld 
natives of India to be plundered and 
nnned without the poCibility ofredrcE; 
and fuch condmft on the part of this 
country, would amount, in icafon and 
in jiUlice, lo an aodica^/on of the Go-* 
’Vt'rnmeut of india> Our podelHons in 
India were not to be governed by niji 
pnus rules 5 nor were Governorfl to Ixe 
left at liberty to plunder the wrevcht d 
nativesi becaufe thefc poor people did 
iiot know that the rulcR whichprevail in 
the deteri-nluiition of Ants in Englund, 
made it tieccffary that the evidence 
ihoukl be upon O ith.—-'This circum- 
fiance might be unknown to them when 
they made their complaints j and it 
might be aa rr.itch unknown to them, 
that the compt'aintg preferred by them 
even in the CounciEChamber Of Cal¬ 


cutta, before three out of the 
hers of that government, could 
confidered as made in Councih and 
confcquenily be pafled over without 
redrefa, becaule, forfooth, the Govern 
noKf who contumacioufly, and for a bad 
purpofe, ablented hirnfelf, was «ot pre<» 
kot. 

He reminded their Eord/hips, tha^ 
their conduct was now open to iuC 
view and confideration ofaJ) mankind; 
and to the judgment of mank'nd evem 
the higheft tribunals upon earth mult 
bow. But it was not the world alone 
that looked on; the Sovereign of 
theWori.d, the Father and Refuge 
of the whole human race, the Avenger 
of wrongs, and the Protedlor of the op- 
preffed, was a party in this biifinefs « 
their Lordlhips, as his Vicegerents ui 
tbit Judgment^feaG were bound to do 
judice ; to Him they were refponriWe 
for their condudl 5 and though they 
fl}Ould difregird the opinion of the 
world, yet the fear of God fhould ever 
be before their eyes, when they were 
executing the facred truft of admini* 
Reringjuftice. 

—'—Si mortalia temniils arm at “ 

At Jperaie Deos memdres fandi alque ne'» 
fandU 

The Lord Chancellor wiflicd the 
Managers would Hate all the grounds 
on which they thought the minutes of 
the 13th might be made admillible evi* 
dence. » 

Mr^ Foxfaid, there might be many 
grounds which would occur In the 
courk of the proceedings upon the 
prefent article, rhougTi at this moment 
they might not occur to the Managers. 
It was luHicient if they Hated one 
ground on which tbefe minutes might 
be made admi/fible. That ground 
.Was the interference of Mr. Ilafting* 
to prevent the attendance of his own 
krvanti CV/z/(? Babdoy when the Coun^ 
cii wanted to examine him refpe<5lii)g 
one of the charges againft Mr. Haftings 
recorded In the minutes which the 
Managers wilhed to have read. On 
this one ground the Managers craved 
their Lordfliips’judgment. 

The Liord Prcfident (liarl Cam-* 
den) faid, that the judgment which 
their LordOiips had already pronoun- 
cedywas mifanderHood by the Counfel 
for the defendant^ if he imagined it 
went the length of deelaiing that the 
minutes in quelUoh vvere in no cafe ad- 
milhbk* A[i itit their Lordll)ip9 

meant 
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cant lo fAy in that jndgm(‘nt was, 
Hiatat the time when k was pronoiin- 
'td^ nothing had been ftated by the 
loa* Manager^) or given in evidence 
to prove that the I/Ords ought to 1 of¬ 
fer the m'uiutea to be read. But hnee 
that judgment wa8 given, the Hon. 
IVtanagers had certainly laid before 
tbeir LoidlGhips ibme evidence rehnive 
■n Canto Baboo* which might make it 
proper for them to review the judgment 
they Iv^d prpnoonoed. At the fmie 
time he wiihed the Hon. Managers 
could find it convenient to flate to the 
Court all the grojfinds on whiejh they 
conceived the minutes of the 13th of 
March ought to be received in evidence. 

The Managers hearing this, begged 
leave to withdraw for a while t-o con* 
fult.'^On their return, Mr. Foi faid, 
It Would give the Managers great plea- 
Turc if they' had been able to comply 
with the wfih of the noble and learned 
Lord. But they Conceived that the 
principle on which they now called for 
their Lordfiiips’judgment, would oc¬ 
cur fo frequently in the coiirie of the 
trial, that, they wilhbd once for all H> 
have a decifion upon it ; and this they 
vi^ere fare would lave a great deal of 
time and trouble to the Court. 

He faid»aa Hon. Manager had fitewn 
w'ith true pTecifion the difiimftion be¬ 
tween of evidence and its 

miffiifilily Courts where the. jury 
pronounced upon the former, and the 
Court upon the latter, the Juiigea 
knowing what cfFe^ls} improper evi¬ 
dence might have updri the minds of 
men wot fuitficiently infermed to be able 
to afeertain the evidence which they 
ought to rejecit, and that cn which they 
ought to found their verdict, ntver 
fujft'ered tnadrnilfibk evidence to ht gi¬ 
ven at all, or heard by the jury. But 
when evidence was in itfeU acimifiihie, 
no matter how flight, how frivolooe, 
or how incredible it might be, the J udge 
was bound to fuffer it to go to the jury, 
whofe province it was to deterrniwe 
the dtjiree of credit to which itwas in* 
titled. But this cautioii; w:u not ne- 
CelLiry in Inch a Court as was that in 
which he then had the honour to 
they nted not be afraid to hear admif- 
fibk evicicnccj however trlBing or nu* 
gatury it might prove, becaufe they 
W'ere themfelv; s the veryperfons w bo 
were afterwards to decide upon its 
'Vjel^ht a 11 d ejf td . 

iae was happy, he faid, that had 



it in h?8 power to fortify bis 
with the authority of living j 3 
Lord Mansfield,* in a cafe report 
Burrow*-, obferved, that the difii«dioa 
between admtj/iklc and evi¬ 

dence was built on very fut:j:}e',i"e:aibn-. 
ing : fur his part, he, felt himfelf inch-' 
nedto overlook the tbiiluftiori,and to 
concur with thufe, yyhb, of late years, 
had judged it bek to adroit all evidi^tic'i 
which cmild pvifiibly h^ve any rekyaf- 
cy to the caV^c,^ ind fuffr^r it to go r,. 
the jury, tabjog Of'Ve’fo accompany it 
with, fuch remarks as w'oulcl prevent it 
from producing improper effeifts on the 
niinds of the juruis. Such was the: 
fiibBancc of the opinion, read by Mr.' 
Fox, delivered, as he fitid, by a Judge 
who had fo Ipiig prefided in the firli 
criminal court, wilfi fo. much honour 
to himfdf and hclvavUtage to the pub¬ 
lic, in which however, to il) 4 : regret of 
hii cokntf j, he ,no (OKger prefide.d. In 
t,h 3 s opt 0idq, Mr. u(tic.e Alb hwHl and 
Mr. Jufiice Bulier had concurred, 
Mr. Fox then rdad anckher and a more 
recent cafe, in which Lprdr'l^cnyou lat 
as J udge, d^d in .which • he • conforme-1 
to, and adppiled the opiuipn of; his able: 
predecefiov Lord Mansfield* 

Having ilaled tlteiV thtlerent- Argu* 
.incuts, Mr. Fox prefied titeir lord- 
lldps 10 give j 4 dg,,o»c^ with rcfpcdf 
to the admiffihi!ity: bf the -njn ute;3 of 
the 13th, on thegveundof thcevide-nctt 
given this day from the mihatev ot the 
•aathv 

After fome little converfation, thci.r 
lordflrips adjourxvrd to the Chamber 
of Pariiamev . to take the cafe into 
conrideratiGhi' 

Mr. Law took anbpportuuii^^ before? 
the rifing of the Court to obferve, that 
Guljham Ihfji.mkuuontd by an Hou; 
Manager tu have lo(l his 
jng to England, had bad no caft to io.'i 
for he was no more than a coixanon 
Ihip-builder at Bomb.xy, 

Mr. Burke maintained that wh^t be 
had lUitd’vefpedfing, <7 w^/i3>?3 Dofi wa» 
founded in iko' it was not, 

the reprefentation of his cafe, as givL-u 
by che kamed gentleman, would prove 
all that he wanted to prove, as well a«* 
the dUtement which he bimfdf had 
made y for it would fhew that no Hm*- 
doo who had any caft to iole> had ever 
ventured toeome to England 3 ahdtl'Ht 
no Hindoo could c(»me to it who wasi 
not the outCijft of his country* Thia 
would have exaitiy the fame weight as 

a proof 







"C s+ 'l 


of that no Hindoo had vifited 
hut and that for fo doin^ 
foriVittid hia caft. ' 
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Forty-Fourth Day. 

Wednespay, May 3^7, 

The Lofdtf took op fo ranch time Ip 
debating in their own Houfe the refo- 
lutioD propofed in confetjuence of the 
opinion given hy'the tweJve Jiulg^s, 
upon the qnertion ''' ftated to them ref- 
pe<rting the evidence offered by the 
: Managers on the lit. that it was paft 
f 7 t;o o’clock before their Lotdfhips took 
their feats. 

'The Lord Chancrllor then informed 
the Manasers, that their Lordfbips had 
<lire<fli d ,hi-»n to comtminicatt' to them 
the f‘d ovvitig Refolution of the Houfe. 

That the minutes of confultanon 
' of the i |th of March* from the time 
<‘ that Mr. Hafttngsquitted the Coun- 
cii? could not be read in evidence/' 
Mr. BaVkc remarked, that a Refolu-* 
tjou formed upon principles which had 
not been ft a,ted, and which he could 
not tiifeovee even by cGnjeBure^ could 
MOt fail to embarrafs thi: Managers in 
every ftage of the profecution. But 
this WRv^ not what was to be conftdcrcd 
as tfie couitquence oi* the Kefo- 
! lit ion f it would operate as an encou^ 
to future GovtTnors of Be/i- 
gal }o amafi wealth by oppreflioo and 
peculation ; Tor it would hold out to 
them the fuoft: certain and unbounded 
• impunUw Their Lordfliips, no doubt, 
had good grounds for fheir proceeding 
in this point \ but he feared that the 
bare ftatemeiit of their decifion, unac- 
by that of the grounds on 
which it was formed, would not ftrike 
■\Mt 'VGorU as founded in una policy* 


Peculation in India would be no lotige 
pra6i:ifed as it nfed to be in India, with 
caution and with fecreCy 5 it vvouid In 
future ftalk abroad in nooi-day, ami 
a6f w'ithout difgujfe, becaufe, after fuch 
a decifion as had betn juft made,by their 
I.ordftifps, there Was* no poilihility of 
bringing into a Court the proofs of 
peculation in India. Though thefe 
p%oofsnmi2ldbe/^//^v/b)nbed.r'^/^^^^^ /f, 
and ttanf/nitted XiY him to E^ropC'^ 
though he /hould reafon iipr'If thofe 
prooi>, and endeavour to fhow thilt 
they were infufficient 5 though he 
ihould record the accufation and his 
defence in the archives of the Eaft India 
Company, ftill thefe InftrumeiUs and 
records were not to be received againft 
him as evidence even of nprefumptton af 
guilt* How far then fdch a decifion 
, was coiififtcnt with the future bappineia 
of India, with good governrnerit and 
found policy, the wo rid at large 
WOULD JUDGE. 

It was not his intention, be fairf, to 
trouble their Lorcifhips ariy farther fof 
the prefent, wkiv arguments to fliew 
that the examination of Kundco- 
mar before the Council ought to be 
received in evidence 5 but there wasT 
document mentioned in the miiiutes of 
that Council, to which he prefumed 
their Lordftiipa’ decifion could not be 
fuppofed to extend j and therefore he 
trufted that though they would nut 
fuller the examination iiiclf to be read/ 
they could not refufe to permit him to 
give as evidence a letter delivered ttv th<* 
Council by Nundcomar, which letter 
was written by Murray Begum, ancl, 
contained a charge that fhe had given 
Mr. Haftings Hvo lacks of rupees for. 
the oifice of guardian to the NabobvSf 


^ The Qaeflion was as follows : 

u it be competent for the Managers to produce an examination without oath by 

«(■*' ' ! . red of the Council in the abfence of Mr. HaftingS, ih-tf Governor, charging, him with 
eiiiTuptiy receiving Three lacks 54,105 rupees, which examination came to his knowledge, 
** und wias })y him tranfmitted to the Court of Dire<^ors, as a proceeding of the faid CounciL 
n lors^' in order to introduce tlie proof of Ins mildemeanor thereupon 5 it being allt:dv:ed by 
the IVlauagoi’s for the Cornmotis, that he took no fteps to clear himfelf. In the opinion d 
*< the faid OireiSlors, of the guilt theriihy imputed,but that he cook adbve means to prevent 
«« the examination by the Lid Councillors of bin fervant —Cmu Bah*)oC' 

To this the Judges gave the following anlwtr j 
<< That it U not iompttent for the Managers to produce an examination without oath by the 
^ reft of the Council in the abfenceof Mr. Haftings, the Governor, charc.ing hinn with c«ii - 
/ rupdy receiving three lacks 54,105 rupees^ which examinacion came knowledge, and 
«♦ Was hy him tranfmitted to the Cour; of Diredlors, as a proceeding of the faid CouuciUois,' 
0 jo order to inii'oduce the proof of Ins mifdemeatior thereupon. 

On its being moved, That the Hbufe do agree in this opinion," it v/as earned in theaffir.. 
mafivej anJ it was ordered, That the Lord Chancellor do acquaint the Managers foil'the 
<• Commons wuh the faid de^xrmination/' 

p Bengal# 



The authenticity of this letter 

id not depend upon the credit ofNund- 

innr^> but ftood entirely on its own bot¬ 
tom. It was, fi:ri£lly fpeak'mg, sot only 
a part 61‘the charge made ,by l4undco« 
liiar, bu'' was a feparatc and lubftantive 
charge in itfelb Iti authenticity could 
not be doubted 5 for ihM had been 
.■n\;oved by Sir John D’Oyley, Mr. Au¬ 
ric-'. and a Pf< RS^icAN Moonshek, who 
had tr’^vijinated it, and after having ex- 
aminect \he feali pronaanced it to be 
the feAlqf Miuuiy Begum. 

Here then was an authentic inftru- 
menr, containing a charge of briherj 
brought againft Mr. Haftings by a wo¬ 
man, whom the prifener would not call 
the hajefi and of all human kind, 
(epithets which he had bellowed on 
Xvuiuic,omar)/orhe had raifed her to the 
highe/1; ofhee rh the State, and declared 
her to be the fitceft perfon todircharge 
the duties of it. VVhat objection then 
could be fbarted againft the produ£lion 
of fuch an inflTumentas (ft//Vr«/r.^ 

Ml'’ Hailings himfelfhad nc'ver oxmzh, 
fo much a« injiniiuted^ in all vvnich he 
wryte on the fubjeftof Nundcornar and 
his charges, that tht? letter was ayi?r- 
p-rry.- Nay, when he himfelf fent Com- 
mitlioners to her, to procure aniwers to 
certain fpecific queries which he him¬ 
felf had drawn up, there was not a 
word of jn{lrn<5tion. to the Commiflidn- 
tTS to enquire whether th^t letter w^as 
or was wot^enitimo This circumltancc 
alone -was i'afhciciit to prove, that he 
did not coiUider it p forgeryy but as 
an authentic paper, a(5hiaUy fcakd and 
feat by Munny Begum licrfelf. 

He was aware that it had been alrea¬ 
dy ftated, and probably would be urged 
again, that thefignihg and fealing ought 
fo be proved by ocular witiiefles, or 
that the inftiument could not be re¬ 
ceived as evidence. 

The principle on which this objection 
was founded, reminded him of forne 
rules of evidence laid down in times 
remote from the prf'Cent, by a body of 
men who governed or were laid to have 
governed Europe in. former days 
The perfona whom he meant were the 
CXRRGY. 

As charges ofgaUantry againft that 
l)Ody were coniidered in a very hei¬ 
nous light, fo the proof of them was 
made proportionably dilficult. For it 
was ordained that when a Trti/byter 
Was accukd ofgallantryy the fact mud 
h<i proved by thirty-two ooViA^ wit- 
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nelTes ; and hy £EvEK’t'Y-Two,\|^ 
charge was brought .againft a 

This rule of evidence was.Ctmhclere 
by the .whole l^ody •f the laity as cal¬ 
culated to keep out of Court, and frotn 
the knowledge of, the Judges things 
that were known , to all the rell of the 
world. 

Precifely the fame would be the con- 
feqiU'nee of therule laid dowri by their 
J^ordOupa, and of the ohjtaioihs urged 
by the Counfel for the pnjbncr—Tnev** 
would ktep oiit^ of Court ducuments 
and charges which ‘were nfktters of 
public notoriety. 

The rules of evidence, to he jujl, 
ought to be fuiteci to the trature of iho 
cafe.; nor were Judges in one .Court to. 
be governed by rules eftablilhed in ano¬ 
ther, Ihe conftituttpn and objea:Q of 
which were ditTercnt. 

The ground:^ of juftice ought not to 
ht?ir4rro<a>ed* It was a wife majtim— « 
Boni judias ddl. ampliar.e jvjUirani, 
If was another wife maxim—A:;;?;, 
natural aliudjapieniia didt. From the 
/orwer he would dr^jw this conclufion.,- 
thui: h Jud|^e ought not jnftice 

hy rulea dfevidence that would defeat 
the very ends of juftice- From the fe-' 
cond he would infer, that as wlfdom 
and nature' could not be at variance, 
wbiuever rule of evidence was not^ 
fandtioned fay the latters muft be' 
condemned by the former. 

Now plain nature inculcated, that 
the cafe nvuft govern the rules of. the 
evidence, and not the rules of evidence' 
the cafe, Ir faid alfo, that rules 
which might be highly proper in one 
htuation of thini'k,^ might be highly 
improper in another; that they might 
be fuited to one country, and impriicli- 
cable in another. 

The law of England might be thoijght 
by forne to be formed on principles- 
that would narrow and fetter juftice, 
hecanfe it w’as not applicable tc; all the' 
cafes that might be brought to be tried 
by it. 

' But this was not thefrafe. The law 
of England w:\f. extremely provident, 
and eftabldhed different tribunals foi*' 
different forts of caufes, and governed 
by diflerent rules of evidence. 

Thus wc found the Common Laus)' 
<aw/.r governed by far diff. re.Mt rules- 
from thofe which obtained in the Spiri¬ 
tual or Ecclcpafii cal Courtsf where part¬ 
ly the Civil, pknW the Canon Law pie- 
vailed. ... • • 

Thc^ 
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Acf^^irulfy had their 
evidence. But left there 
occar a cafe to which none of 
the rules of theiV Courts could apply, 
the Lai.v and the Couftitution had pro- 
•vided 3vnother trihunah not hound by 
any rides hut thpfe which attached na- 
tuv ally upon the cafe, and tbjtt tribunal 

was the Hf<5 tf'COtJRT ofpAllLlAMEKT^ 

where their Lordlhips, who were t/ve 
JudgeSp vrere to decide upon found 
principles of niuiiral juftice, and not 
Acctjrding to certain narrow rales laid 
down in other Courts. 

Their jLoriifhips» he faid, were not 
contidered • by the Cooftitution as 
hitfmd in tht They were conii- 

d ert'd main I m B a r o N 8, S w oR d 3 - 
and Cavaliers (with whorn 
were mixed tl\e BiOiops, wmofe learn¬ 
ing was of a diftcrent nature from that 
of the Law) (Uting to adminifler 
juftice according to.^. the di<5tatt*s of 
fir.i!?x/en/^y and principles of 

To thofe <iii£lates, and to tbofe prin¬ 
ciples, he faid, they miift recur, if they 
<xpe£fed to dp juftioe to the people of 
India 5 and he would venture to affirm, 
that they Would hnd it neceff4ry to 
malte arJinary rules of evidence give 
wav, if they whihed not to ftop the 
courfe of very juilice, which, he 
was fuje» it was their inclination 
much as it their//ic'/;;'to admsnifter. 

They would find, he (aid, th/it the 
Lcginature of their country was fre- 
queuily obiiyx^d to m^tfe the ordinary 
rules of tvidence beiul lo th.C nature 
* and of a new cafe. It was a 

rule of law, ** Tha.t no man fboold be 
rutfered to give evidvMjce in a caufe 
in v/bsch he waa iwierefted, either in 
*< relieving bicnfelf from a debt or a 
burden, or in ftcovering a debt.’’ 
One would imagine, that if there'was 
in nature a rule without an exception, 
it waJi this. ’Fhere were, nevt rlheltfV, 
inftances in which the very nature i f 
the cafe required that this rule fhould 
be difpenleci witlh He begged leave to 
ft ate one. The A.£t of Parliament by 
which a man is, enabled to fue the 
county for what he may have loft by 
being robbed between fun-rife and 
fun-fet, declares that the evidence of 
Ibe ptrfon robbed lhalibe received. 

Thus was R mail permitted to be a 
witnefs in a caufe, in the event of which 
he had an inttreft. Wh.y was the 
.ordinary rule oflaw laid^afuk' in kich a 
cafe? Bccauie if it wa-s enforced, the 


ASt of Parliamfnt would be nugatory,, 
and a dead letter ; for the nature of th« 
cafe might not admit of a fecond wit - 
nefs, it not being a very coniiifon prac¬ 
tice for felons to rOb in the fight of 
niany witnefTcs* 

All then that their-Lordihipj/ oPght 
toiequire was—the very heft evidence 
which the nature of the cafe would .'A 
mit. 

If they fhould require in a nnufe in 
which Gentoos were CoAijpLAvtiANTS, 
the fame kind of evidence that they 
would rtquire from Europeans, it was 
morally impoffible that any perfon 
accuied by ihcm, or in behalf, 

could ever be conys^lcd. In England, 
in the Courts of Common Law, the 
perjonal appenrance in Court of the 
w'unefles was abroltiteiy ne^reft'^ry. But 
when Gen'toos were to be the wltv 
relfes, their pirfonai attendance in 
England vvas rendered mpqffihle by 
thyir religion and national ciift»ma. 

To prove this afiertion, Mr. Burke 
read a pifihge tVom a f’eport to the 
Moufe of Commons by the Committee 
of Secrecy, of which fonie noble Lordff, 
whom he then faw feated among thdir 
Lordfisips, had been Members before 
they were raifed to the dignity of the 
Peerage., The paftage ftated, that the 
Committee having examined fcveral 
perfons well acquainted with the reli¬ 
gions principles and cuftoms of the 
Gento'.s, found that-theft people- were 
taught by the?ir rcligioa to confider the 
element of nuater as s a or Ep j and that 
as it was ifnpofiihlc for them to make 
long voyages without unavoidably/o/- 
/utiv^ and propAan/n^q whsitthey deemed 
to be Holy, fo no Gen/oo couid come 
to England, v/ithout doing what would 
make hirn forfeit his at/foi rank in life; 
—and that if Oentoo were to be 
prevailed upon iq come to England, he 
was to be confidefed as a perfon difre- 
yarding af OB l i g a t i o Ns of R E L t G i 
'^Ofl cqnfiquently 't^OT entitled to CREDIT 
as a Witness. 

Mr. Burke reminded their I.ordfhips 
en pajan t, t h at on Fr i d a y la ft he b .•! d 
after ted that no ':/<?<? could come to 
England w'ithout forfeiting Ids cafi; find 
that the Counfcl for the prifoncr pad 
partly cnnrr.adi(ited him at the time. 
The pafTage that had been juft read 
\vould tuAidt". ifieir Lordfhips to judge 
between him and the CouVifel on this 
point. 

Having made this remark by the way, 
Mr. Bprke purlued his aigumyi’u. 





e thlMf Lordfliips, lie fAld> would 
the rtectltity of different rules of 
',<^ider;ce when ChrlJUans -^ntl when 
VsrJaos were to be examined. What 
gained the former was their per- 

iortal iipptarance i« Courts, and the 
delivery of their teftimony upon 

But the appear mce of >a Oentoo at 
tf ‘Ir Lord/bips^ bar would be the prer 
cife u>:CiimftaU;Ce that would take from 
liim aH' 5 ^«:edit, render, h'mfelf 
and his t-Jtimony conrequently in>ad- 
miffiblc- ‘ • - 

But even in India \\\t perfinol apl>ear^ 
(incfCi^ Gsntoo witnefles vifas nut to be 
expected orp<ociired, when thole wit- 
'wtxt; females. For it would he 
/nfamy a n d ck^ radation t o a w o ni a n o f 
charaSer rejpc.£lability^ of the Gentm 
relig-ion, to bern a court of law. 
And therefore even Sir laijah Jmpey 
in a code of rules or laws drawn 
up by him for the Adiiwl i Qoun, was 
obliged to make t he rules of E-nglilh 
jurtfprudeace give way to the adherence 
inflexibly bbferved by the Gt^^^ioos to 
the religious and (rm/inftifutian.s, ciif- 
totud or prejudices of their country. 
Be therefore appointed certain iVuutles 
to go to the Ladies who fcrupled to 
appear in Court, and rake iheirr/^'r/rrm- 
timi tvtn iaiiihout'AX\ oath* 

TheirLordlhips then fnrely would 
not require of GentQo ladiep yihdi Sir 
jElijah Impey had found by experience ' 
was i m pra^fipa blc ; a n d t he re fore tile y 
would receive tefumony, though 
not delivered perfonallyin Courty or even 
\xpox\oaih. If their Lordlhips wen: to 
adhere to the Englifh pradjae when 
the declarations of Genioo ladies were 
to be given ip evidence, they would 
m^tlawy as it were, ex .Oinrriunl- 
cate one <v/.oiefe‘x in Ind'jJhn^ 

The leg 1^1 evidence of Gen too ladies 
was eithertheir exatninH“i ion taken dorvii 
by feme females appoi«tedforthat pur- 
pofc, or papers figned and fCvaUd by 
them, and lent to the proper iribimal. 
Such w?^a the letter feni by Munny 
Beguna,, and as fuch he humbly rflfered 
it to theit!' Lordihips,as evidence which 
be vvaa not precluded from giving by 
their lad decifioh, as »t ftood uppiuiiffe 
rent grounds from there of the aecuia 
tion brougln by Nandcoraar. and which 



This objedffon whs {idiiiittC'l 
their .Lordfldps would not fniw^ 
letter of Munny Begum to bercadN 
The Mainigers then derired tha.t Mr* 
Francis might be examined. Thtnr 
ohjedt yva« to prove the delivery of thi» 
letter to the Council, and thehiehaviobr 
of Mr. Hadingy when it was ,re;’.d.. 
Mr. Fflnci* was, accru’djngly fWorn ; 
but as lie bvid the' exaiu!nation of, 
lN'undcom«jr, ^c. )iad been taken d:>wn 
in tpe M uiage were nol- fuF- 

iered to examiae birn to the tohlents of 
the wriften docunu rus, which could be 
moro accurately afpertained by the 

prod u (^io n of; th ofc <i ocume nt6 the m * 
lelves : and tl>e 

eluded by iheir LordlliipT deoibbVi 
from p rod ucin t h ofc . dbe um ent r or 
muiiites, they laid they had no further 
queilion to put to Mr! Francis, who 
iheret'ore withdrew. 

7‘he Man,^gt:v8 them caufed to be 
read, a letter wu’itten l>y Mr. Haffings, . 
in v/hici) i,t referred almolf in every 
paragrapti to feme of the proceedings 
of the Cuunivii relpeclirig the chayea • 
brought by Nuadcom Vr, aiul the !ni« 
niites whibh ihcinLordbad refiifed 
to receive as ev'dcncc. 

Mr. Burke htid, that as often as he 
fhould think thar 'he bad ground 
for the adfTiidhin of ih-rhe minnt-^s, he 
would humbly prcls their LpmH ips to 
Teceive them. He conceived fl at the 
letter which had bt^en jull read, afTord- 
ed him that t/cw ground y for it could, 
not be underltoodV if the minutes to 
which they every inllaiu referred, were 
not read : he therefore debred that the 
minutes oftbe ijth of March might be 

reatL , 

But this was over- ruled. Their Lord^ 
flvips, not coVifideriog this as mw 
ground, adhered to their former deci- 
fion»| ' 

Mr. Burke then caufed the minutes 
of other con fiiltations to be rrid, from 
which it appeat-rd that Sir j‘>hu Cla- 
vering, Colbnid Monfon, and Mr. 
Francis, foifar from 'viAiing him to 
fuhmit to the" inortihcation of meeting 
Nuodcomar face to face, propofccl 
that, if he phafed, he might abftat 
bimrdf from Council, and that fo far 
from being hi? accufers, and ufing 


the Managers were not at liberty now Kundco'mar only as an indrumenMheiV 
to give in evidence- ^ three Gentlemen had refolved, that if 

' The Couni'ei for the pi i Toner objcflcd the witnelFes produced in lupport of the 


to this e vidence ; be faici it; waa part of 
rhofe nun»te& w-hich their LgrUlhips 
,b9.d refoSved not to admit. 

FAK.T IL 


charges againft Mr. Baftir.gs did not, 
make good the fame, they fhould be 
pvofecuted with all the rigour ofthe law^ 


I 


From 





|;,::':5B-v}';;;;:\:;^ 

he uDiUrliood it righ*f, was tlu^- 
a ^paper which vv as not evidence 
could not be read, indefs it was made 
to appear that it was conneded vvith, 
fomerhing foul or done upon it b^;; th 
pt iToner, in \vbi<:h cafe alone it 
be given in evidence. . ,.-,«• 

But that principle did not appTjf to 
the paper effered to their Lorcfhrp'"‘;!jy 
the Hon. Manager: it v.'a» evljerrce 
pi'iyfi ; for it wa5 part of a r.or'iUltatiap 


theCetirnnites alfo it appe.ired 
Raftings frequently UilTolved 
etioijb of Council, to prrveht his 
from proceeding in the en- 
xjiury agaiii-k'hfti?- ' 

From -i iettor written by Mr* na- 
-appeared, that though he de^ 

/cencied^in a vfrVlio;^tion of himIVIf Co 
'the C'ouM of Diieetors, to rate notice 
of fuch a (r'fliyfr circumhance as a 
charge rtbout a/'u/uAv/rd/> he look not 
' th^ k‘tf}' nctice of the fiirlous charge . in Whictr^Mr. Haftrngs h-d .lad a flnvre^ 



cofitaiutd ii) ,Munny Begrirn’s letter., 
naruf-ly—he h-ui taken'frony her a 
k;xxbe of TWO l\ck:8 ov ropkes.-^ 
3l sippeared ihai he did not in the 
fornMiejl dejpe c-'^ttempt even to infiru- 
apv" that thi.iletLcr v\as ^forgery* 


The Lo'd Chanc-vUor concurred in 
opinion with the Managers, and the 
commidfon and confuit ition v/tre ac¬ 
cord iiig I y read* 

The rehilt of Mr. G(';riinp’s crqni« 
riev', in corvf: qiu.nce oS this conimilTioh* 


iVlr. Turke finding it was then /w was after w.>vrok lead, and it apper.red 
rIor\K (aid he would trouble ihtii? ' that Munny Begum had admitted that 

(Vie h^.d', givtm Lirge fiims to Mr. H/a- 
IVings and, to Mi . 

amount of tbree lacks of rppeeS), as 





Lorddiips witH any mcu'e evidence this 
d.ay ‘y bqt that on the morrow he would 
cauie Mr. Goiinp to b(: cxaminoMl.— 

^ This Oent'lumau v>r’M a Commi/iiuner 
' lent by Mr. rbif.’ojgs to procure aVifd^era 
tVoor Klauny BVguuii to certain querie'A 
foamed by bin^feif. 

^ Tkeir foordHiip'J heurfug this imme- 
iii.itcly aJjouinerb 

- ' Ff.RTY-FlF7’H Day* 

THURsnAV*'Way 2,ffo 
Mr. Giey, on the part of the Oom- 
mors., laid> nhat t'cfore he fhould call 
B.tr. Goriry, he vvould give in r vidence 
a CornmiBioti made out to that Gcn^ 
tJ.vman by the Guuocil at CalcutTii, to 
goto D/morihedah.ul and irufotiitr ait' 
iniquiry t’dative to ceirain ewue^z'^-Ie-^ 
iv/'His of the public rrumey, which were 
faid to hr>YC taken place under the ad- 


aliowanct's for tintertajn*i)e''^G" 

:.’The ’: report made , by'' 'iVfr.,'"-Goring 
having been after wards reM at th^ 
Council B:>arcl, Mr, H fthigs moved 
that certain queries he dravvm Up hi 
writing,, anil.fcrit'tOvt;ht“ .3^p;'uiri'.By 
the fame time he proy'..>fed Hiey /liould 
not be delivered (a ;;er by Mr. Goring* 
or in hi8 prefence, alb-dying for the 
grcAtind of his <vnjeb!:k>5i tb that geril^ 
man, that the' IkTUm iiood, I'o much in 
awe of him, knowfU{r him l<;> be/up- 
ported by the majorif y of the Council, 
chat (lie would iiytodifote ' tp; her 
n.di'jd freely? if h e yvifo witly ri 
her.' 

The reft of the Council aio'-eed that 
the queries fli'juld be committed to 
mb^dtratiofj of Munny licgurn. writing,, and dthvf-red by foou* gentle^ 

Mr. L'nv objerfed to ti>e rfadiitg of man whom Mr, Lltflings had named, 
♦his ConimKTior-, becaufe he uud il uid Butthey infixed at the fornt* time, that 


II,y appear cu hav^e 'uny rrlahou ro the 
charge Ih^m bcforcthcirl^oidibipsi, and 
ought not to be admitted as'cvidrnce, 
iinbdh it ooul<l be fo copne-oed with 
Mt- Hrlhiiigs and the clnrgr, ns to be 
takch on? ol ti^e. decifion lo which their 
Lordlhfps had lately con^c, 

Mr. Grey ol>rt*rved,ihatthis obje-'lion 
WAS one id the bad confoqiu nets which 
g'Vev; out <f the principles laid down by 
the Ic/i'-ned GeUtlerr .i.i—nanwly, to 
judge of of evidence heiore it 

^vasvea 1, and upont.hnt ctTeCt to giouud 
a idea flsHt it wa»^ inadirlJpJjU* 

Mr. Anilrnthfr iu!i(led t^at the evfo 
denec to iehieh Mr* olijeiUed, did 
not come v/ithrri \ i\-i prliici^de of their 
Bt)rddiipsTlceiuofi* Vhc principle, if 


Mr. Goring lbi uld he’prcTent at the 
cUdivery pt the (]uerit s, 1-lciwtver, to 
remove all ground for a fiifpicicri ihat 
the Bygutn might he awed by any ont, 
the m d'uily of the Council propoff.<l, 
that not one of tlu-Co/no' lAioiKTs Ihouhl 
ipeak a word to her, but barely deliver 
the queries.v and aherwaids bring back 
her aufovers in writing, 

To this pfopohtioij it appeared that 
t b (V Cou vu: i I 

The que-ries piopofeJ by Mr. liar 
fttugs, and Ur which the Begiun was ti> 
aniwer, adfOlUtd the receqn of the 
tncncy, at leaft it did uotdeny it \ anJ 
AVent only to thefe pnint.s^'-'-Whether 
any application had b.-en made to her 


oa hiii part, for mgr.cy : 




'•Whether the 
account 






nm'' 
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^\it,h hiTri, a^ul made t>!fm jro' 


'lA 


ih-e p-^ve waa thf' rortr^jqu^’TV"'?,. ., 

otyttiror or ii'tOut'iice, or was dufUicd tlt;‘rice.~~T4;;a rometliinp, 
ht:r own /m’ will ? ■ Mr. Hartinga^ as i- 

TtK‘ C;,Hr.fT]i(rioners proceeded to the. miniues of the ct-idult.^uon, rad 

. ,M*'OrI]je(i.abad with the queries, ami that the. queries (nowid Ix^ leiit 

back the anfwers uncler the hand ’ renlied. }'v.it rv-^v. H;ia»n4».a 
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and iwd' of the j.k^um. 

The Managers were going to g»yc 
{»•';, fe atiKvers in evidonce, bu: were 
hKr’vVqpted by Mr. Law, who objected 
to lire i ■I'dU’-.tjon ot tnem. He Hid the 
Hon, Mojugerd conne(5t theia 

■with lometlong faid or done by Mr. 
H-d'tipgs K idui before the jj^pucries were 
lent, or s^fterwards in confecjueuce of 
thofe anfwt'is i oiherwiie they could 
not be t Yideri6c‘,.md theM.ui^gers v/erc, 
|o'.;clu(lc'd h-y tl.)c;! LordhMP'd decifum 
tVo ;ti jv. a d bg 1 ht; rn . 

This produced, a tedious and dry 
debate ivbaulU'u: ridaiiirUvsjity, or ioad- 
iniffiinhcy of evidence. The iianagers 
COintndcd tn.p. -Mr. Half in gfinw-ing 
agrcf.d to loml the cj eerie?, the arriwers 
to them '.(/crefocontie^fledwith hi^j own 
aci? that they ought to be received iit ' 
evidence* * 

, Mr,p L,»vv mainlined that this was a 


mordlrotia ()ropuf^tit>n. To rctute it, 
jbt* lupprded a cale—tlvu: a man was 
■^iCctUv^ di iyavrig to-vmuted a robberyf 
itt *^'i ccM.mi fpccifi.d t'nie-—ihu on 
be?i]'g aepufedv he declared be w:-,'.s at 
thru ,vcry pre<;ife lime m the houfe 
i>L another man. He luppofed that on 
application to that other man, it apb 
peared tn the perfon ^.ceulVd bad not' 
been in his lionfe. Alt. Law then 
alLed -Ud.umphantly, if it. w «s pofabie 
that any one faoidd coiitend ^that the 
anJwcr given by that oth,er man, con- 
tradi tVu r g the deduvat ibn of the ap.cii/ed, 
could be admitted as cvklcnce that the 
was guilty of the robbery?' 

. , The Lord Ch'jnc<dl(;r HiiK tiVAt Inch 
ap anUver woulJ i;ot be ctm duhve evi«. 
dence.of guih, Init. it svoulu oe a cir- 
curuibinpe agaiult tl’c penort afcul'ed. 

Mi . fjyey oblerved, that ib Hr were 
the trom being b:Arriv.l from 

giving i pc'Bc'gum’6 anTwersin evidence, 
becAuie the prilbner hatl not aded np^ 
on them u/Vr?u/Ki'A, that upon 
very circumltance 'of hi '4 not haviBg 
Eicfed' upon liiem, or done any thing ' in 
conrecpirnct^of them, the Managers in- 
tendetUf) build a tlrong prefumption of 
his tqiht. 

xViv, Sheridan haying Uipported the 
opinion oi Mr. Gvey, (aid, that Mr, Ha- 
llings had done .fometinn^' 
v^ofwci'i arrived, which connected them 


Mr. X.aw replied, that Ivlr. Hadings 
had conlVnted only on coudition that 
Mr. Goring (houJc.i ir -t be [)rf Hnt At the 
delivery of the queries : this cOTiditu,v». 
not having been oWerved, the ieirling 
the cjuerie.5 was not the a6t ,of Mi> 
Mailings, but of the Coiuicih. ^ The 
word which appeared in the 

oiiiiutefi,, by lU) me,’.us meant tluit the 
rniiioiby iiad gone over to;.he major!i"/», 
and that the Oppofuion to the jhK’.'lu,':‘e 
was giv^a up ; it no more ?oha 

the words refoiv^d qx ordered^ and 
defclriptive of an a<I:l.oi’/>;?»?r//r jn unh’lch 
Mr. Hjyfl-yngs was not to .be {'upp'-'led .to 
have ^yoiiC'iiayiiy iiequicLed* Ifhat tins 
uM'i the trne meaning of Ibe word 
T (Agreed-' in the, CoouciLbodk?., ap* 
peared fromi aU the miputfs ef cbniulta- 
tion in the Company’s ^rchiye.?^.', , 

^Mr- Grey nuintaiiicd that the ?*A'f;rd 
tv^o’cv.7” in the eonfu ’Station OU wHch 
hewa.'i rpeahing, \v,’.?,dctoriptive of the 




unaiii>H.ous,.^^S/:\ of.th,-’ '■tuhl^: 
not of a majority of il'. Tfua w.iS r'v.i-. 
dent born che conchnion of a .cuniu fa- ; 
tio.n which bad,beep read this v,c.vy da.y,T 
where it w<m llat^d, a pr^)po(itU>,a.;, ' 
had b*; w curried hy 
Mr. S [ X -1 i dan fu ppo r’ e<,i i i ■ t s liTe \, b j 
contendingtbiit it waseviTlent the v«'ord 
“ meant the uita:rh}ious C(m- 

currenee of tne Members of the Conn** 
bit; and it was evident IVom this ck- 
buaVftanc.e, that a co.nnprtmnf:* might he 
Hirly cone 1 tided , to hdve, tak-‘M plp.ee 
between Mr, Haftings and the oihef, -i, 
Ivlembcrs from whpdT he had. at iird; ^ 
dif ercu.—Mrt Haliing'i propoied ori-? a 
ginally, that Ooi ing Ibould not bC 
prefent at the delivery ot ihc que^iei?* 
M/. Fr .mcis propofed a kind of a middle ; 
VAMyj and that v/as, Mr. Goring ■ ' 
Ihould be .prefent, but that ixiiiuT//ff . 
nor any other of the Comr dfn.p rij 
fhould (peak a word fo the Bi-gum, klk 
flu: Oiould be thought to be overawed 
or inriuenced, but Hiat tiny iLcuUl 
barely deliver the quenes to her, a^vd 
bring hack tier anfwev-.' unc’c. b. i r ..n 
band and fea]. In confeqf-ie nce of this , ' 
kind of middle way, or compromife, ihc'‘ 
Council wras bronghl ro- r<;.; > cy^v ' .utd 
to adopt it imanimoujly^ and not merely 
by a majority: ■ ^ 

Ml. Plumcr^^one of t he Conplt;! lor 
Mr* Hii(ting!-, argued for a liiile lime 
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orivlr. L:iw %5 6 b]c^lon!i Ani 
^ vi/d-imc judgnient of the Lords w|Jan 

nc Lord Chanceildr Sppearfd to 
thiok there whs no gre<it weight in the 
obje^lioD, and repeatedly afted the 
Coi; nfcl whetlier they Intended to, per- 
fev‘,-'re ta oi'gjtig it* The C<mn(Vl 
rethrcd to give ii up* 

The l4prdhv thien adjpprwed to their 
own Houfe, to con rKltr'of ,th^ c»bjc6lloa; 

, aiid retui’ning at a tnvai ter ,paP: 
oVIo'ck, the Lord Chanceiidr intormed 
th^ Managers, that their LordOrips had 
i eiV>U^«fd that the Leguxti'^ aafwers 
['t0'he read:.' ' - 

They were re.id aceordlngly, and 
then lhtdr£i0rdniip!t adjoh 

; FORTy-SiiiTH’BA'Yr 
", j,o* 

IWit-* Burke rec|ut (tedit*ave to i^ead an . 
extrad df j. ifitefProm ChjiTdes Goriog, 

* to Warren ii.a/Un|s, Gover nor of 
B*!pg;d> which he Wlfhed to pr€)duce as 
eviifetice, that the prifdner had l•)een^ 
guiUy pf pecidation in receiving from 
Munny Begum a bribe of a iack and a 
iialfa under the pretence ;of an enter- 
lainmeOt* . , 

‘, • LaW epunf’/ Haflingsi 

oBieded to the produ ^}'0h (d'lhis letter, 
cm the p(:)nciple, that vrrittdi. teititvi'ony 
coirid^ in fVidei/ce* 

The Lords retired to deliorr.ite on 
this quefticHn a few 

ito i n n tea wi t li a <f ec i Bon reU - 

*vu^,cy qf thelefihmny frofapd^ 

V Mr. 'Burke th: f> orier«:d'^ to produce, 
fnot a eppy i)Ut 1 f'.c very Perjian (irighwl 
of the Mnn;.;y Begom 4 jet 
by her,—^^auth,entiG?.t>^(i by ihe, N..hob 
.. her fon;—attefled by the /ealof Charles 
€Lmng» Efq, v/h,o was ready to r\Vcnr 
. at the»r Lordftiips bar td^the authenti¬ 
city of the letter. 

Charles. Goring,. Efq, was then 
brougl'u to the bar, and Mr. Burke 
requeited that* the foBowing queftion 
inigIjt. he puc to tn’m 5 dcfire to 

know whether any eonVerfation pafled 
between you apd the 'Munny Begum, 
relatiyc to tin- jack and a half which ihc 
g;;ve to .Mr. Ha ft in g si"' ' , 

To this qiieidton,' as irre 1 ev.nnt and 
'nugatory, the Counfel for Mi*'Ha flings' 
' objeoled'. ' ■ • 

■ ■ M#B urkc replied, thit nothing 
could beimore pcrtmeiir than the quei'^ 
ti'on—nothing Wronger than the ( vi- 
dence propoieef ^ tl^at . this 'Perfian 
letter was the motl complete ^etUfinany 
which a woman could giyc in iudia, a 

■ Y' • ,c ;i /. .... , 


counfry wherc an dath is never Adm| 
niflered to women* 

This fa<5l, however, the Cour.fel for 
Mr. H^tiiugsi were diijpotcd to c»ntro- 
vcir, and mentioned in puriicula/' tha> 
caie (jf Begum-, Who was exarpru- 
ed upon oath by Judge 

In fpite of this Solitary example of a 
female o^th. which Mr. Burke afhrm 
had been ex orttd by force, he obn^ 
tended tbac in India no worn a,;' "above 
the very lowelt. clafs was eveV feen ,vp' 
puidicq and that he could produce 
revered inltaageji of wonuni, who, rather 
than be feenhy a man, had put therrj-' 
fcives to death. The ortginal letter* 
thntfofei of the Munny wlivch 

be now produced to theifXordfhips, 
was the ycry beft evidence which CQuIdl 
potfihiy be obtained from a woman in 
India, acconting to thoje principlcfl of 
honour which from time immemorial 
have-obtained in Hindoftariy and which 
tbp legidaturc of this country had been 
forced to rcfpc6t. We have aymiesj! 
faid Mr* Burke, we havt: jkets to de- 
ftroy, to ravage, to dibopulate that 
miferable country ; hut the arm of iiif 
judice is not powerfu^enough toeradi-i 
cate thofe inveterate pity] udices which 
have fvmk into that iVebnd nature, epf* 
tom.*' 

V Mr, Burke then called Major Scott, 
who was examined as to a paper given 
in to the Committee of the Houfe of 
Gommonf a dew years ago ; but hia 
evidence not meeting the Hon. Mana¬ 
gers vvidu-.s, he called'the Clerk of the 
Common-., to prove that tna- Perh/m 
k-tter, together with the tranBation of 
that.ietter, was the fameAvnich had been 
preknted to the Committee ofthe Houfe 
of Comm 0 Its on the 8th of May 1783. 

Mr.^But ke next propofed to read the 
Ghiirge of Bnhe 7 j a gun ft Warren Ha-* 
ftjngs, Efq, tky Rajah BuodaT. 

Tn Counfel for Mr* Ha/bngft con¬ 
tended, that the Wonourahle Iv|^inager 
ought; ftrft to inform their l^fprdfliips 
for what put pofe t he paper 
that cha»Te ftiould be produce^' • 

Mr, Burfc(i‘: replied, ' that ir was prot 
ducCd in order to igkr from the de- 
rheanor of .Mr. Haftihga,. wlicn he was 
rnady acquainted with that charge, a 
P;rodl’ofh)s guilt. 

‘ The Lord 'Chancellor.: faid, that his 
demeanor ought jirll to be proved. ' 

' Mr. Burke replied, that the Managers 
would purfue the motJe pointed* out 
by their v. Lordlhips,'-- but that they 
Coidd not help cumidtrrng 

roiis ! • ? • t 

This 

. , ,, 
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‘hi*? word brought up Lord Kenyan^ 
Lid that he couM not par.ie) 3 tiy 
(fern word of that import to be ap¬ 
plied lo any proceeding:-] of hoi-iic. 

' ., i-ord Stauiiope vindicated the Hon* 
lS'j.'uiager on this ohlervin,?-that 

it \v«o evident he had no tieiign to fay 
any thing diiVerpce^'iFul of that Iloufe ; 
pro poling AN ill>joURN :Mb >n , 
Burke begged le ive to explain', 
T'le L -giilh me niinp of the word /-;■(?' ' 
p’)j}cr'-}us WM'? equivalent; he Lid, to Vhe 
tod.g’ur expredion of putting the cart 
Ssfare ihc hfi)fci which was ull that he 
intended to convey by laying, ibjit the 
mode of proceeding pointed out by 
tiieir i ,ordihips W'X'^prejmJierous* 

' Lord Kenyon Tdentlv acquicfccd in 
the intcrprt-trttlon g'ven by i\lr. Burke* 
bhuisded by Mr. fiurk»""s exphinalicn,' 
and fnily convinced that the meaning 
which he attaciicd to the vvardp/^e/'^^L- 
rcvfjwnis purely ^ heir Loidibips 

o;derrd the Hon jurable Manager to go 
cm.-', y. V ' ^ 

Nothing polUivT in the way of cri» 
pdnanoii was brought forw.-na!, but a 
paper was called for by Mi. Burke which 
was to have- \td lofomc ful.^lavitial mat¬ 
ter, rebaiivc to the r 04 igc< ag.uml the 
priloner j but t!i /3 not being to /be 
toLiud very readily, and it being then 
iie;ir live o'clock, theq" Lordlhips ad¬ 
journed. 


(S’ 

^fuU'icd it nt-the Ir^ 
con It, quc ii cc,—He wtlV 


1' 




tlcmarj* He confide 
83 a paper of no conic, que 
tl f‘n alked> why be 'ui^d dtdivered to a 
Cornraittee of the Koiife orCdmmonB a 
paper wdiich lie coididered to be of ■no 
p)nrequencc rt ply hefaid, that 
it related to a tranfaiFtibu v/hich h;id 
taken place fo far back as 1775 ^ he 
could not have ruppefi-d it applicable vq 
the enquiry tnerj before the Commiitce. 

Mr, Burke debtcd then, that the witr 
nefy would give fome rc-uon to fbev/ 
iv/;/ he had delivered a paper, which he 
did .xjbt conceive to be ^ipplicablc to the 
enquiry th:.n before the Cornmittec,*— 

To thiq queildon a. dirrei anfyrer was 
not given.—The w,d^"ers fdd he did hot 
fee at the time of wl.a': ufe fo fcoti/i} av 
thing could be. , , 

Mr. Bu'f ke dt-fired the witne’Is would ‘ 
fpcak more rcdpcci fulty' of a proceeding 
iniVitiitcd by rhe' ‘Houle of Cprr.moi'ij ;,.-v 
a pyocerdiiig fetbn loot for trie pinqx)ic^ 4 'i 
o f a fee H ai u i ng w li a'r a ( 5 h of cor ru pt i otx 
and Opprefile ’U had-taken place UT»dcr 'P 
the adfninilLancn of a Govemor- 
Gc( of EiogaL— Such was the ‘4 
proc/redinR; which die wituefs pi-ctUmed ■?., 
to call a foolijh Major Scott faid# 

he did not mean to apply rhis expredion 
to any jVrocccdjUi^' 6f the Houfe of ,^vV 
C(.*rnmons j; he applied it f(>>jy to the 
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FORTY-SEVKNTrt DaV* 

Thursday, June Ui* 

IMijor Scott w,«s ai.nn called hy the 
Managers. He w^ss .diced, whether he 
was not the Ageni of Mr. Hailing-]? 
7'his qutttiou he amwered in the aftir- 
niative. He was next alked, whether 
he ha,<l not received inftrudbous 

from Mr. fiallings for his g<)ve,Time!]t 
in all caft'a vHixitling his principal? 
His anfwer was, that he hub He w^as 
then directed to proiiuce ihofo itilfruc- 

tions, ruid he produced them accord- 
jugly. They weie in the. hand- writing 
of Mr. iladings. The Clerk, by order 
of the LiS^rdfi, read them. 

The agency of FeLJor Scott being 
thus cfiablifhcd, he y/is alkcd, whether 
be had not delivered to a bel'ccd Com- 
rnitue of the Houle of Commons a pa¬ 
per puiporting to be a letter from 
Mnnny Begum, in wLich Ibe acknow¬ 
ledged that Hie h'ld given Mi, Ha(lir?^s 
'a Icu:^’ aim a haff of riipees' for entrr- 
tainme its’. ,He' admitted that he h.ul 
delivered filch a leUer ; bur he did not 
dohvor it as coming from; Mr- Haltings, 
br aij in any degne affeciiu^ tuat geii- 

, , . ' . .V, ' . ' 
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fnbie( 5 t of t hegum’s let it r .—Bn ivAas 
aikcid, whetbe: he bad read Hie pdpev 
he, delivered to the Cornmiitec,. Tfe. 
find he might have read a /of a, but 
be did Jipt think that he liad read ihe 
of remembered that ia 

what be bad read ot it, the Begum ‘k 
complained that Mr. Ooring had ofed' ' 
her harlhly to jTiake her ligo fome 
paper, or accounts* 

'The Hon. Man. ge.r aflccd, wbethet ’ 
he bad not, delivered the biter in 
qiiei>(on for the psir pofe di le/lunng ihe 

credit of Mr.,Gori/''g^n evidence, which , 

be knew to be agrunft Mr. HaOin.rs? f 
, ^ Mr. Law, CoiinCd :or Uv- prifoner, ‘'lij 
laid it was nixthing to tic p^-ffent tiia), i 
with what "view the p;^per had been -il''; 
delivered, as It was cLar, from what , J.-. 
the wirneL had ,f.-ildthis day, that He 
h^d not i^refeuted it in the name, or in . 
the behalf,, or wnth the k/iowkoge of 'xLb 
Mr. Haltings. 

_ Burn - infifted that he bad. a xa; 
right to alk, \Ui It \va;s the objedt for 
w!dch, ^ the y.Mnt’ls ,had dciivtred ihe ;| V' 
p;:ptr in qucition ; a paper in which 
there >«'A8 an acknOwledgemeni, that a '-fr 
lack and a hM'lfof ruptxs had been given 
to ‘IMr. Hdttings. 


Mr. Caw iiilvUcc!, that unkfs a pro- - I 
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ju evidence tie 
v)}^ hwrj i^, dc-^ 

'^d^yt)t ouj^l.t U) ;)ar> fo'* »iT)d 

! it wiis thf ntoi ( that 

could Hitiw clj.'U^ta 
dV , ‘Uid cahfftr^oKS* 

I ‘.Mf. Burke retuicd* with mu'di M*.dig-< 

, Ration^ that he u as^ aMoiuihed the 
k'^iracd j^intlcman <i,<rc'(l i't>u}y foch 
«p.dl)et!> to ci^argt‘1 hi' by the 
OF OghAT BrM AiN,-,v. h<2r 
they couVior cc.'hld h'/ 

I?;" by evifituce., It Aerj' wejl 

‘' Jiuown that n ::\\\y fatU i?<rtdd be pi i*ved 
' to the luibfad Um <.•(’ c y • ry f&fjjl ie,^ii^)us 
jV tuari by evidence;, wijich, ui Us 

■ fc', s) w n rut ITi e ' g 1 ><)(( a 51 t’l ;- c e.ii v > ue',)» 
■would not b-e in Cuurl^ of 

bauu Bnt 'ti vt'ouUi be a tlrang.e Uiii'rg 
ki.ltvd, that a chart;e luj'poited by 
£' 'cv.doiv.;^ vvhieli was cvtiv Thiii|^ tut 
|i' /fj.4/, Ihould belaid 10 \\^ Jlar (it r-?fs 
vJ-iJid {'ulu^inj Hit i,eW bt-cMUie cm'i in 

V ' iriiteii </!' l.-iw deciMied ibat vidcui e uf t 

CO ,bc'aduiifid'.K'in htcj^ ’'ddib y.'i'.uid 
\ Cr-in v cr.nvjdion to the breafi oi ewi'y 

V nuiri ^vbo read it^ 

't 'j’hc evi:U*nce ofTt’red by the Maua- 
gets waa not r.,bi-icaUn i > tneru ; if It 
5 -w/is b'iOdc-TOUH^ the 11 -in. tr y an upon 
,!' i'^i'ori^t nf.bivy*- nttleli- h Irdia 

t.; C 4 )mp?.jiy, frora whrciA.ibe Cvn nions 
•,; Sjod taken 

Mr. L?iW Oiidjhe did bol !b,e''n to ap«y 
ydy I'o any proceeding' of the Moult, o'f 
fiouimonu liiv U'fnv) -ir t'(A- 

/ ii'MK^^o/rs; but he bud tUr '^UV .nity of 
•me H.jufe of Conurm^ fo {'< cLo-t,, t h. t 
the i^on. McUT'fgfi iii^d vded fiaudt tcu,s; 
jijad calttinnious i’'Apyrl[i'Hyi’b tud '/raf* ; 
or courdenaoretl by th,c ,Hdufe, 

;'/' Mr. Fox took lire at Khh :dialina, 

Cii^U it vwb t)i-idy irregui )r and 
Efidecerrt in an Advocate'', to .d'liJe vO 
Kuy uardbdion ,tua*: Iv’-d taKen pi.^ee 
within the wwilH' of'the Mow Id of Cutri- 
jrionis. But ,it'V-UTi IhU more indecent 
' io abude to it for the pnrpofe of>v.vy- 
ami ::iijyeh''efLf'itin^ He i’‘,l^^J 1 r 
th;u Vtun ukdr Mordlhips u-rndd do 
the Managers^the hiiijour of junking 
]' mt/) the journal of the Houfe i>f Com- 
,C they would fitid notlb'hg there 

at 'cuuld Wwuvnt the exprChoh.^ 
,i,|i!’'''WUjcb the ieinted Coucdcl hasb pre- 
#f;,fumed to drop. 'Fhe rfonfe of^Com- 
f ' " iBona had not ufedonc fmgle word that 
''' could the rnofl di(Unr d.jj^;ce be 
c^.nilrijed to coiivty i\\t idea \hu^vt, 
out »>y the ft-arn^d C;«:ntlc‘nnn. The 
■■fd/ cbj^rdty ,hf the Huufc wl^icb the. 

t"' tioiious to cepiclci'it ?d thtiv .Uor*.;;d):p.s^ 


'Mi'' 


bar, wmiiM not Ai/leh an expieiT.tori 
p.afs unnoticed., which charged I he. 
whole body of the Com chons with hav¬ 
ing fciit up Oand'.rs to the llouiV of 
Cords in /he lhape of eharget** 
would it fuftbr eny rreio b) cortiuf ba 
j.nirna] into a libel upon oi:,e of f,vr : 'Wrt 
Mcmbeiif>Tjacd ltdl lefs u^'uld it fuffer 
its‘Dc{>utit\s to be llih.<;l niuidereio 
Cr'^Iurruaaton-', merely becaufe theviof* 
fri,.. d ii'i,evicJe.'ire£h.>re vtry doco .i^ents* 
on, the author-ty of which tiie Com* 
mo?t« had pronounced the charges to 
he well-dbunded, aT'd had iVnt them U> 
tiiiir Coj'Milup.; as artieleh of impeacb.- 
sf.etu ag.ii ,it the pr'/b’-ir. He infilled* 
therefore-/iih-it iheir ^..ordib-ips fhouki 
give thc.'r opiioon on ihc expndioni? 
iifid IV the Ic^incd advocatf- < 

Mr. L^w repbj^d, that he hpc'ir it was 
lud for liimfo a flu do to a 4 ay thing that 
had p'lfi;d in the ].foui€ of Couur.onPj 
unh C he had been nfiade a^cpunr>te 4 
w'oh It in a pariacuhtT ivay j aod evco 
t/ij/ii he Was 10 itibiition it aa a th/n^' 
that he had hcauii r«thcr than a.« <\ 
Ihiii.^^ vrhftrh had adu'ih'y ,palfvd in an 
a/letohji/) With v/hoJe prfCi.c'd'riy'i it 
w lU pjope? to Tuppufe h ■’ ad no means 
of TTiaking himU,U'';icTjUMi"ett].| U wa*’ 
fViai'i tliea 7 ?outli pi'/dit IJion. Maw iger 
,tMn\ie!'l', it thrir LpriHlji^s’ bar, he had 
heard wh,al had p.uf'd in tbe Holds: of 
ComiTu>''s; -uiu Vc vva? fVdm the ciiT 
cundtan.’i- of il.s'd.vTV'.og netn flAied by 
liim, tw >t^'cf»ad,vfnmrVJ to.^ri' ntiori it. 
Mr. F X faid’fl'ofi \v,^^ a new milt 

rt'prds nr wn-rr, t.u the Irion^ 
b^d /‘.ever 4 aid a word at the bar of 
L^-rdjhip.-i’ that cuidd convey .in 
K?N:a iba,i the .iVjl .n^igeis hsd ufed /V07- 
lUrotii .aiTu a^ilu^nulous exprclfiontf 
^gainft the prifoner.— Mr, Fi'.x. laid. • 
i'dV. rvvards, th.tl j^c,.would not cpidCiTt; 
to pi I coed in the trial, i/util thtir Lord-; 
fbips diould have given an opinion ycr 
fpc.Ting the txpr.luon ufccl by the 
learned Counl'ch If their Lordlh«ps 
ihoTjdd (leciiue giving ao opinion, he 
umithog lerr.e to return to the Honfic 
of Coirnnouii fortVefb iiiOruiji^ion'n 
The words imputed to Mr. Law were 
taken d-own and read to him, and he 
acknovvjt'dged that thry wen; pretty 
n e a r I y t h c f. i m e t; h a t h c ,^ 1 ) a d u k d 
The LortLi were goirfgto relito to 
take the words into conndet“.rdh>n'''--'but 
the Lord Chancellor fiiid that wit^ 
\vbb:hthe Ivlan'fgvrs wrrr; laHsfied, He' 
fnd that it was conir;;ry to order .ia 
tiu’ Coonfe.l to advert to any thing that 
bad pidied in the licuie of Co,mu>ous,; 
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TO fl-'n't it was apply ^he 

/m*n-iii Jlandr or cixlnfnny U> ,n‘i:y th'Hg 
- ^<-^.at,v/ris'C-ii/i by tpt'i'v aut?:or)ty and 
i"uch (L'xprcflliori!? in aft not beufed. 
'Thtj then \v^?n£ back to 

ti cxamicKitioiv of M.ijo** Scotr,. Ttiey 
what hf C(vn6<!?jved 
would he ibc vi^irh refpect tb Mr, 
/t > ny* s , o f t »! c p rr.{1 a ' o in o I' I h e p pt^f 
Wu''"h Ik‘ h-d delivered to the Si;l,e£t 


i,; Comu'’^^ee of the Houle of Commons 



vvas a p^^per of rio 
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'^thoa^h tih thoug,;h,t: 
conres^oence i.' 

Mj^ Law objeded to the qti^ftioP, 
foecairie n<; laid it was abfolulely 
iimOsaterial to the trial ■ in v/hich 
Mr^ HaftiJiga was at iffue with the 
ilot'iL' of Commtms, what Major ^>ron 
conceived about the ineanin.g or ttfed 
of a paper inot before thrir , 

The ,Managers however ■ : perIfftiio,? 
in the'i’ queft'unj, the Lord^ arijotfruc'd 
tofhe Chamber of •i'^arlianient to take it 
|v>tp cOuh'derallon^ /lifter abouf ,% 
hov.r'^s abituce they returned tp Vlhfif- 
.tninftcr-halh and the Lord Ch^ctoeilor 
iiiifji med the M^■ula'gt'rs•tirat their Lord- 
;(bips had r< I >ived that the •queftfpfi 
ciightoujt to be (lut.. 

Managei';i'then parted 'C)tb«?r 
'iproiinds' ta' entitle, ’ th'em^,tt> lyitd iiv i.'vL 
deuce Ihe papers tirh‘vered by Mijor 

Scott to the Selert Commirtee^’^-They 
proved t"rotv\ the owui mouth 

he !iad apperUtd the 8'd,e<T 

- i'ommiHee in the capacify of fhe 
of Mr. H.iftinr,'!; that he u( ver ^ 
Committee that he ai’f.em.U'd H 
gentietnan J that he delivered the letter 
in nueftion ofyid licyoni arid 

'ibic Minagerscotiterui^d, tiiat Ujuier 
this evidence thoy v.'cnr entitled to read 
the letter^ as it appeared now to baye 
been delivered by the prdbiUT^ 
acting under hia ioftfutflions 
i'} Mr. Law replied, that the tuftru^Loha 
did nut goto thin leiter ^ and that as 
there VsMs no proof that.it had ever 
"been feen by Mr- Haftings, it could,riot 
be brought in evidence rtgaimll him. 

Mr. Eurke indfted^ that fhs Maiiagers 
were fully enti'ded to read the lelter, 
for T.bcy hrvd traced ^he dvhvery of it |o 
the av(.'t,ved agent vaf Mr* Hiiftiugs, 
who, by having delivered it majked, 
rnoft pri^hably trfttndtd \o Icrve hint by 
the prodi?(^lii.n of it. Tuey had proved 
?ilib yrftcrday, th il MV. liai>er,holding a 
5>iiblie office uridu’ the Con.'3)any, had 
fenc » trm'JlaUoyi of this letter by the/*^, 
nndlu pt a copy of it: It was always to 1 e 
preftmicd# and fo it w'as auafidered in , 
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/u<ifs thst when ifyVa*^ r'roWdth 
ter had he'en.put'info the peft .(.,.i|^r^j| 

‘-hiUibee,udifferwaird-dei'ivcred accor^ij? 
it> ks addrefi:. On. this pn hiriipr.h)u 
they h:n1 fVnla notice yeft'erthy ro Mr, 
Hahing , to produce Xhu ti^nllkiofT 
fent to ]/<m by the poft -j and tiiey caiie<i. 
up.')n h'ln now to produce it- 
• Mr. Law dcftitd the Hon. Manager 
would'ftrii prove the receipt ai k, lx*;- 
ft.>re he called, upon Mr* Haftmgn.tcii 
produce t "" 

Mr. liurite fiid, W? could mk: prov«^ 
piifivivc-ly the a.^i>iLd rccisfpt of the Icttr??. 
by Mr. Haftings but iLU it ^va;i f-jirix^ 
VO he prelumerl he had received ■ rt'i 
arid I'hc fip.-jpreftiun of i, was a vrinve in 
,the prilbfKrs who oir.d't lo have iVanf- 
{i.itU'd it to the Court: of Direaors,' 
However^ ta u'.ppjy the wmnt of thia 
p-nef, iVi,;, burhe tkd n'lcruioa 
’.vafl mad^^bf this ietie* mthe j ithbU^Hnt 
•of the Selcx^i Chunanticke or tn# Uoufe 
of Com^UvOns, aj,d ii/was ft.--iled as rh^ 


m 


graurrd of a-criminal charge agaibrfe 


Mr. H it] ngri, iJ-iv.ny pr^.milcd th'S>te 
sikc 1 iM,\j ir.Sc'-tL U'ht.i;hcr he had not:- 
iVnl the 1 nth Report to fodiato Mr .H.i- 
Ibugs. [Ifbo M ijor r.ckfjowi’edgcd th-it 

Iv: hu:i tent if, but was not able to 
t .'It itha^d reached him. H had fe, ^ 
itwithaloact ,i -nd Mm HUiuigs after-.' 
wards aChnowl d^ed lu ovf.’ letter the 
m\'u'p{: of m.my froui the wuncis; but 
whether that w11'ch accofr'p mied tne 
nth Rrpoit, was. one of tho'c fo 
kiiowledgcd to i)Ave been lectiVvd, ?'X‘ 
W'an nuuabj-r fii><n merno'-y to ascertain.. 

The V/ jncL^ in aidwxr'tp a queftion 

U to hi'tl by Loid Pofehefter, .\d« 


'i 


put 


mkted, thvvt iVir. a.iltin^s had not 
L.uml fault wnh hiV^ for havlifg dHi- 
veiu-d the jriper in qi?'eft:un. 

Mr. Burke thc‘,; caolW) the gcrierAl 
powmrs ghwby the [cifonef 
Scott, to be lead ; .:,nd fbappeaied inat 
they were very hd-ceri, .vnd ai:- 
thorifed him to .^a in uveby 'tni\n^ ‘ 
tliat concerned h|s wo^O'CR and cc/j-* 
RACTER, or ihc Vraj'll.TV ti hi'. a£>- 

MIMSTRAI lo'w, ' ^ 

Mr. Burke then obferved, thac liav- 
Ing efUbh/hed Inis agency—having 
Ihewn tltat its powers wf.tc 'abk)’nudy 
'i-iiiri'jiramed and iffilim-ted-f ex i-pt 
tunely as to a rfJi^UL.LlQ 7 i or i he govt 1 n- 
Tneni'—h.-iviog pr^'Ved itiat thjs agent 
had dein'ered thv'Ictrer in cpi^ilnui, ia 
the capacity of agent to the prhbvieViin*- ’ 
to the hinds of tf,c Sf!tt.>. Comnd'ft e (.f 
the Houfe o 4 CV njtr.iuis—havirg provt d 
th^ttAdc Rcpoik made hy that Commit- 
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aniryjadverfioiis upon 
:> mkter of ttiiyit ietter, f,iad 
;nt by thia agcni: to 
fne peruial of the pftfoner—arjd having 
c\\io proved that Mr. Briber had tent to 
the prifontT by /'?//, a cnnifiatiaii of 
vtrv letter—the M uiagera> lie cpn- 

ttM3ded,>ad now laid 

to intirJe them to read it iu evidence. 

Mr. Uwmbnu;ried a contrary opr- 
Bioo 9 but ail be had argued the cai’e 
fufticiently yeilerday, he deermed the 
taikaif re argniih^ it ,chis day/ 

The Lords then yidjourned to t he 
Chaiyib^ir of ParliloTien 11 ■ > debate . this 
iij'jfftion j but as rt was then pa(t 
four o^dock, they did not return to 
Wcftminiikr Hall* , 


• Port y.EieHrE Day. 

■ WhpNfcttw June »7* 

As foorj as the Peei;s had taken their 
feats the Lord GhatlceUcr laid, "‘Gcn- 
•htlemen Managers for the.Honfe of 
Commons, and you Genllemcn who 
•• are of Coun.LI for the defendant, the, 
Lord-? have refolved that thePerrunn 
tetter written by Mmvny Begiim, 

‘® and the tran 11 ation, of'" that letter, 
‘‘which were offered to be read in evi- 
(k'uce on the lalb dry, ought not to be 
‘‘read* C-rehtlemeu of thef,b)areof 
♦* Commons, you wili, ,proceed, to make 
go vd your Chargeis. ’ 

Mr. Burke, afiier ;ConiuUing a lliort 
.time \vdttv Mr. Fox, .iddrtflVd their 
L->rdd»ips.—He lame.ined that tlie de- 
c-hon of their LordPiips, thus luvic-dly 
coirTfivunicated, without t!ie reafous on. 
which it was founded^ was to th-: Uffc 
degree perph^ing to Ihore wlio were 
to conduit the prbfecutton . Be made 
150 d-oubt but tiu; decifiir>n was founded 
upon forne good ,principle of 

l.aw } but as their Lordfhips haJ not 
been pieafed to ftate what was .that 
principle, the Managers were , kft to 
grope for it in the dark } and being 
uiuulc to afccrtain pr(.cifdy th^ tore 
of it, wear led'-.ced loihe nccelBty of 
wirtt it might be. 

He &id> it would he.of great adv.in- 
t ige to the MAnagevs to he made ac- 
mraihled with thi« pr.ccipie, as it 
wouklYerve to guide them in tliefu-* 
tine con'iiiv^ of the Impeachment, by 
file wing them wlrat piper might be 
yonlitlcred by thc.ir ^‘^cdfliips tahni- 
i'a'li; as cyideuce, and v}\\hl h'J* 

Ax pref^nt the Managers, wno knew 
ortlv what mighb. in ri:afm plai'i 
be coalitlercd as good apd con- 


clufive evidence^ bat who Were tot all 
tini n fo t m ed refped. n g that kind of evi 
dence which might be technicalfy inad 
tninibfe., though fully con-vim^ing in the 
eye of r^:afon > might probably give 
their Lordihips a great deal of troub^Y 
though very uninteotion dly,by /dT’'.- uig 
over and over again, fuch evidence a« 
the confcietice a^nd uuderftanding of 
fitien not ' learned vv iatd 

not rtjeef. 

In the cafe on which their Lordlhipii 
- h.td lad decided, the Managers offered 
in evidence a paper .proved to have 
been vvvittrn by Munhy Btgum, and 
to biVvc been traofrrJlted to Mr. Hang¬ 
ings. They offered allb a tran.fi dion 
.^^of that paperV deliver':d to a Cononit- 
Vc pf the Hoi;:e of Commons by the 
'■'very agent of Mr. l-iaffings.-^'^They 
proved that theft papers nad been lent 
to the priLner, 'n the i rtb printed l\e<< 
port of that Committee 5 and that, 
when he drew up his defence> he mult 
b«ive bad them before, him. 

That papers fi fiibrtauciaietl fhould 
have been ’.-eje^led by their Lordihips, 
Mr. Burke faid, mult be a matter of 
aftoniiJHnent' to'/ill tUc tbinking part of 
m an kInd, vd i o Ih o Hid h a ppe n ‘ to 
be una<''in.ainted wnth the tu/wkal 
grounds on vTiich their Lord (hips had 
rcfolved not to receive thde paptrs. it 
was his-duty, however, fo fubmit to 
Iheir judgment, and to prefnme that it 
was juft, cveiitopUKh in lus own private 
opinionhv ILould think it humiliating 
‘ to the IIoul^ of Cbmrnous, and to the 
nation. 

L ft, as he wa?, without any intiriia- 
fion of the grounds of the deeifion, he 
cduld, as he had alee^idyobfervedi on-* 
at them. 

He might gueL then, that the ren- 
fon whieft hhd Induced their Lordihips- 
to rejeiSl: tiiofc papers as evidence againlt 
the prilbner, was, that Major Scott, the 
agent of Mr. Hafting-!, had declared,* 
that when he delivered them to the 
Committee of the Houfc of Commons, 
.he dBivered them vBthmu any previous 
Couunuiiit.ition on that fuljciSt with 
his principal, and without any authu* 
lity from him. 

Here he begged their I.»ordfhipk 
would take care how they eifCouraged 
a mode of proccedtn^^which ought lead 
to-very had conlvquences. 

iti lhe Cafe of Mr. Haftinge, he fa?d, 
there appeared to bC' a fyltcm of c///ht^ 
votoah> The ptifoncr ui)ce appointed 
agent, v.'ho^ in hts name, in ark n 
formal 



nal rdigLation of the Government 
Bengal. But the principal after-, 
^tis di(avQ.\\"ed this act of his agent, 
^.,.4 ftrehuoufly .rdBted it, though the 
TUiivof the Britifh empire in the Eall 
have been the contcqueoce of 

it.. ’X, 

At aiibtlver time he delivered at ,rhe 
bar of the Houfe of Coo^mons, /as fus 
tfw»';X a wrftten defence again It t he 
charge then pending againtl him in 
that Hoivfe. But afterwards at their 
Lordtliips^ bar^ he d'/avow^d thia de¬ 
fence, and produced evidence to prove 
that it bad heco drawn wp by others, 
and not hy. himfilf, and that therefore 
ht oaght hot to be accountable for the 
contents of it. „ . 

In the cafe immediately before their 
LordftVips, it had appeared in evi¬ 
dence, that Major Scott was the agent 
of the prifoner, and that his powers 
were as nnlimit<?d as words could 
.make them, except in one point only. 
This agent delivered to the Committee 
of the Honfe of Commons the papers 
pf which he was, then fpt-akinjg, cer¬ 
tainly with Tome view, and probably 
to ferve his principal, for be delivered 
them nnajked But now hef diTavpw'ed 
all authority for foch tidiverv, and de¬ 
clared, that, though by his inilnic- 
tlons from the prifoner he was to ha ve 
confuted Mr. Sullivan and anotber 
gentleman in aU cafes relating ro the 
prifoner’s intereft, he had aauidly de¬ 
livered t lie papers in qu eft ion without 
hwing confuited them at all; and thus 
did he urge to their Lordfhips a bn^ach 
of his iubruftibns, as a reafon that 
fViOuld iMcince them to think, that id 
delivering thelV papers to the Com¬ 
mittee he relight to I'C confidirCd as 
ndting in his priva'c char;u?ier, ^.nd not 
in his cdiaraiJter v.)f lo M*. Hall- 
sngs } and thiit conCcquently M/i att of 
bis ought not to be binding upon his 
•princiDal- 

Howfar. that reafon Odght to ope¬ 
rate, and vvhether It oug^>t in f.drnefs 
to fcrecn the prifoner from the coufe- 
»pience 8 of thivS act of his he 

j.hid he would ItMVe I he i mpartial 
vmrld to judge. To that tribunal he 
tvfignedit, with this ^ddition.d obier- 
vation,, that theif Cord Hups had lu.*ard 
. MajorScott declare up-on palh, that to 
the day on which, he w-as In'fl 
.;ed, Mr. Haftinga had never oih e <]il- 
«vowe<i the aiS in .qucfboti done by 
agent, 0.1 once ceofared or found 
fault with him for having done it,>. 

Fart ,U. i ^ 


H ivlng premifed thefe pbfervatti^,^ 
Mr. Burke f'*id He' y^ould nexl; offel 
their L-uxHhips the minute^ cf 
confultatiori at which If iVas rcfolved, 
by Mr. ind the other Meni-. 

bers of t% CoUncH at C dcuMa, that 
Munny Begum an4 Bajah Gourdafs 
ft) on id be reftored ).o tlte vifBces under 
the Wal'Ob of Bengal, from which they 
hnd formerly been tetn^ vfd by the 
Council’, wdseu Mh Haftings W'as in the 
minority. 

Thefc m i n ut'es we»t ac'cord i tigly read[,<r 
and the appointment of tpefe two per* 
Tons proved. 

He next ga^c in evidence a letter 
from the C<)urt of Dir^iffoiv, in which 
they cenfured, in the ftrongeft ferrnsi, 
the veftoration of Murmy Begiifn and 
Rajah Gourdaftl. ‘ 

Alter ilus, Mr. Burke offered in et!.; 
dence the accounts kept by Rajah 
Gourdafs and the Begum, and tranjX 
milted to Calcutta, of the expenditure 
of the Nabob's revenue. 

Ml. Law pbjeflid to this eVidence j 
he faid, that thdr Lordlbips had al¬ 
ready pronounced upon iti auct de¬ 
clared'it to be inadmiffible. 

Mr. Burke infifted that the evidence 
then offered w^as not liable.to the ob- 
on ufgtd againft it by the tearhed 
Gentleman., It coniifted of dffuiat ac¬ 
counts, kept by the proper olficcrj 
regidarly traivfmitted to Mr* Haltihgs 
,it Calcutt i, and liy him lent home to 
the court of .Oirciflors.-'-Wit.h thift 
evidence Mr. Ha/Ui>g3was clearly con^ 
neifled, a.s they h?^d a<5t;ja}ly pafted 
thy )Uyh his own hands’. 

Mr. Fox contended, th.at the ac¬ 
counts otFered in evidence ought to b'd ’ 
received : The nitvx^. bflherri, he faidi , 
Was this—R-jah .Couvdafn, in gtvir^ 
an accDUut of the expenduo^'v of the 
public money in b's department, was 
trideavoliring to tXcblpate Mr. Haft- 
ings from the fufpicioh of having 
taken bribes » but though acting vviirt 
that view, he ft^ted that alack and a 
half of rup^^es h^td been paid by hint 
to Mr.HalV.ngs.—NoW'either this cir- 
cumft;jr.ce fo, Itaicd v/as either true or 
f.ilfe.. if tj uc, it would prove that the 
prilouer had adualiy taken a bribe^ 
or pieftmtX to that falfe, 

it Would prove that Ilajah G^urdafs 
h:ul invcr.red a calun’ihy* againn. the 
Governor-General ; -vo.d for the,pur- 
' poll* of covering au cmI k‘ 2 element of 
the public moiiey, chargee Mr- B fl¬ 
ings, in bis iJ^cccwfits, with a fum 
K wi.icU' 





tlie latter had never received.-— 
firH: was true, tt would eafdy 
ht for the Rajah's reftoratix')n to 
;—it was fa{fe> and that no 
monry had been fvaid to Mr. Haftinirs 
by Rajah Gourdafs, as ftated in t!ie 
accounts, then it would appear that 
Mr. HafcingH had appointed a man to 
a place of great truft, after he had him- 
felf full reatbn to be convinced that he 
had embezzled the public money. 

Mr. Lav/ replied, that Mr. Haftings 
had.reftored Rajah Oo^irdafs at the ex- 
prefs delire and requeft of the Nabob; 
and it would therefore be a great hard* 
ihip indeed, if an atft of kindnefs done 
to a great Prioce, {lioald make Mr* 
Haftihgs anfvyerabk for the e\dl 
done four years before by the pc'rfori 
reftored. 

Mr. I^ox adniitted, that it would he 
hard indeed If fuch was to be the con- 
Lcquence of an'iuft of kindn'kss- But 
the queftion Could this bfcorifi- 
dered as jueb Could any man of 
common underlbuidiiig pretend to fay 
that it was an aft of kindness in Mr. 
hlartings to reftorc a man, who had 
brought n charge agaiuft him, 

and who.* to fiipport ikdi falfe charge, 
bad made cvn/y-J/t'accounts ? 

The v/orld muft be conmiced, that 
ni this date Rajah Goiudai's had either 
tdid a truth or a ftiVfehood of Mr* Haft* 
ings. If he had told a truth, theii- 
'Lordibipa ought tb fufter the evidence 
of it to be read j if he hud told a faUV- 
b ‘od of him, Mr. Haftings, who, be- 
foic he reftored him, yvas fully appri¬ 
zed of the fdft, was anfweiable to hla 
country for having reftoreu a man to 
the very fame important lituation in 
which he had not only embevizled the 
public money,, but had made out falfe 
account? to traduce the charafter of 
the Covernoy-Gener/.l. 

Mr. Fox Caid he would leave it to 
their Lonllhip> to victermine whether 
this could poiiibly be conlidered as an 
kindness 5 and whether it was 
ih>t much more likely that it was n. 
criminal ccmnivauce at ernhezzlemenls, 
to confiderable a there of which was 
ftated in the accounts, whether or not 
theit Lordlhips'wonlcj judge, to have 
Cilen to hiti oviTi. ihare. 

Thi.;ir LorcUhips withdrew to the 
Chamber of Parliament, at half paft 
two o'clock, to conftder whether the 
evidence ofTered was or was not ad- 
mi/fibk. They debated, in their own 
Uoufe, till lour (/clock, and then drew 
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up a queftion upon it, and put ,it t* 
the twelve Judges for their opinion. 

The Judges faiij, the quettion was' 
of importance, and thvmefore they beg¬ 
ged to conftder it. Their Lordflripa 
granted it, and adjourned the iur- 
ther proceeding in the trial to theW.ed- 
nefday following. 

./ Forty Ninth Day. 

‘ ; VVednesday, June i, ,.. 

The Lords having been employed In 
debating fonie propofition in their own 
Houfc...did not appear in VVeftminfler- 
hall till twC> o'clock. 

The Peers being then feated, and the 
priibner having been brought to the 
bar, the Lord Chancellor, from the 
vroolfacli, inforraed the Managers, the 
pnfoner>anci hisCounfeLthat thefloiife 
had refolved/* that the accounts cflcr- 
ed in evidence on Wednefday laft, 
br read'* 

His Lord Ihip then de fired the Ma¬ 
nagers, would proceed with their tvi« 
deuce. 

But before any of them had rifen to 
fpeak, 

Lord Portcheftcr addreffing the Houfe, 
laid, that be had drawn up two quef- 
tions, which he wifhedto put to the 
Judges in the prefence and hearing of 
thofe ii/ho condufted the profecution, 
and of the prifoner and his counfeU 
who were interefted iu the defence. 
He was then proceeding to read the 
quelrioiis,when the Lord Chancellor in¬ 
terrupting him, faid, that if his Lord- 
Ihip had a motion to make, the difenf- 
fion ofit could not take place in Weft- 
minfter-hall, but in the Chamber of 
Parliament, to which it would be ne^ 
cefl'ary that Houfe lhoulrt*adjourn. 

“^rbe Lords accordingly aojournec! 
almoft immediately after they had 
taken their feats to thcii own Houfe, 
where they continued debating till near 
fix o'clock, when, without reluming 
to Weftnrinfter-ha.li,they fciit a mefTagc 
to the Houfe of Commons that they 
had adjourned the further proceedings 
in the trial to Tuefdaju 

FiniETH Day. 

Tuesday, June 30, 

The refult of their Lordlhips' deli-* 
beration on the queftions which Lord 
Portchefter was going to put to tire 
Judges, when he was ftopt by the Lord 
Cvhaacellor, and. to dilcufs which the 
Houfe adjourned to the Chamber of 

Par 

;q 
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U^ilament> was not communicated to 
M- Man*igc»-s Of the prUbner. Aa 
of thofe parties bad put the 
ciiiellions, or c^^lled for juclgtnent upon 
the whole burmefi was confidev- 
ed as of, a nature foreign to; the trial, 
land contined fokly to the internal re¬ 
gulations adopted by their LordIhif/s *- 
A%r the ufuai proclamatioris, and 
the ar'^^arance of the piiloner, the 
Lord .Cbancellbr called upon the Ma- 
nagiers to profcieed. \ 

Mr. Fox then informed the Houle, 
that the Managers delired the clerk 
wopld read a letter^ piinted in Ihcir 
Lordfhips’ Ap'f'mdix to the Triitb'writ¬ 
ten by Mr. Goring, containing accounts 
given by Munny Begum of 
made by kiir toMr, Hailings f, which 
letter was lent to, and received by the 
prifoner, whilft he was Governor- 
GeneraL' . 

Air. Law faid, that if the Hqn. Ma¬ 
nager meant bv the production of thole 
accounts to prove that the contents of 
them were true!, he would moft cer¬ 
tainly objed to the admifllon of them 
in evidence. 

Mr. Fox faid, that whatever might 
be the ufe which he intended to make 
ot the accouTUs, he had an undoubted 
right to give them in evidence. The 
queltion whether they^were admilli^k 
or not, came now t.od late *, for their 
Lordaiips had already admitted them, 
and caufed them to be printed with rhe 
reft of the evidence; they were actually 
before the Houfe. To fupport his opi ¬ 
nion by the higheft authority, he faid> 
that on the eleventh day of the li lal, 
the apth of February xySK, the con- 
iuitatio?! in which the letter that be, 



now wanted to produce wa$fccoi 
was given in evidence, to prove anl ^ 
tide in a different charge from that 
which was at preient under the confi-* 
ik ration of the Ilovi fe. Tp fave time, 
a part only of the confultation was read, 
becaufe it was very long j but their 
Lordlhips had caiifed the w/zo/e of it to 
he printed flr rerr//. 

He rcmcmlityed wdl, he LUb an ob- 
fervaiio'o that was made at that time by 
the noble and learned Lord on the wdoh 
fack, for whofe opinibn he at all tinirs 
entei't/iined a vtry great rtfpe<^t, but 
more particularly When it w'as given 
in a folemn and public manner, fo asto 
be placed beyond the pofftbllily of,mif- 
canception or mifreprefentation. The 
obfervation to which he alluded wpuld, 
he faid, be deciflve on the pvefent oe- 
cation. 

When feme ohjcdllon was made by 
the Counfel for the prifoner relative to 
the confultation, in which the accounts 
that the Managers wanted this diy to 
produce, were entered,^ the noble and; 
learned Lord making ufe of an expref- 
(ion undoubtedly very ftrong, but hot 
more ftrong tlian ;:nie, faid, 'Mhat 
though only, z pwt of the confultation 
was read, the of it w as before the 

Houie ; and the Lords couhl not, even 
if they finiMhcir eyes to it, but 

mult fulfer either party to read any part 
of k, for the paper in quelHon was ac- 
tually in evidence/’ 

This diBitm of tbe learned Lord, 
whofe opinion neceOarily carried weight ' 
with,it, received additional weight from ^ 
the publicity with which it had been 
delivered. For undoubtedly opinions 
deliveredalways carried with 




The fubftance of the determination of the Lords^ on the preceding day (June aftv^r 
jroinKinto a Committee to enquiie into the ufual method of putting queftlona to the 
ludKes, and receiving their anfwer in judicial proceedings,” reading a grear number of pk- 
cedents, and a long debate, was, “ That the pioceedings on the trLI oi Warren Haftitigs, Lfq. 
h id been regular, and conformable to precedent in all trials of a finiiiar natuic. 

f The following are the particulars of ihe articles ol^refenis infcrted in 

At Coflimbirzar, through Nur Sing Baboo, youngeft brother ro Canto Baboo, 

** for entertainments when a Oovernor arrwes ac Mooiihedabad, •»- 

“ On account of invehing the Begum with the adminiftratipn, in the term of a 
“ Nuzzerana, at Calcutta, viz. through. Kauntoo Baboo, from the BegumVpnvate 

Thrmigh Maha Raja Nundcomar. at the written d« 1 rc of the Begum, on the 

*^X3thof Affur^ in thc Ecngcd or — — 
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100,000 
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th;in thofe thaj: 
. \\) privau* N'^thiugcon- 

^-^^rSJimd’more maiotain t\\t/fuxuy of 
a yu^/^e^H charac'ler, than a public (leli- 
very of his opinions ; for in Uv^t cafe 
tbty Were giv^t> riihje£tto the 
the prcilfs, or tivo' cenj'ure of the 
//V; and therefore a Jiidgedaii- 
vering opinkms, -ind uruier the appre- 
Jhenlion ofpuhhc cenfure, would always 
t; ii:e care to wefeih well tsexy dith{m 
which he knew could not lay down 
■vyjthout hting Habje to fee hirni'elFar- 
raignied for it at the tritvun.il of public 
opinion. 

1 hec//<?ft^;5ofthe learned Lord which 
he h id juft cj-uoted bad been canv<died> 
nt\ ' made ttie fubjeS of puoJic tom- 
ihent; but he believe 1'there was not 
a man who had lieard it, who hfid not 
declared it to be four4ed in law and,in 
leafoni , 

Mr. Law i* .marked;^ that the con~ 
fuU itu.n JO Winch the accounts inqnef- 
trevi were entered, couuihed many t x- 
ira eons m.iUtrs, ;.n no degree c.;tnie£t- 
eci with the article of impeachaient 
thrin before their LordniW^ J there¬ 

fore he could not fee any ground on 
which thole parts of the confultatio.n 
whici'. vvetc foreign to thii- article could 
be offered in evidence, exiepf oh that 
or becaufe they \yere in the 
fUo. booti* But as tfiia would be a 
bid ground, or rather no ground, be 
diought that tjje' Houle ’.I'oiild ailucrc 
t,b the general rule of law oblervcd in 
aU courts ; which was,, that when a 
CovinTd filtered a paper to he read, in 
which there were articles tha,t might 
be conlideied as fqreigd to the point jn 
iffuc, or of a nature that ivouhi, and 
ought' tg render them inadmilTiblc in 
evid: v.'. e, the conftiii: of the Counfti 
iliouid be taken with this' liaiitrition 
and refervation, “ that hb fhoiild .^f-, 
terwards be at liberty cb fo the 

reading of fucb parts or the paper r>s he 
fhould conceive to be Irrelevant/'^ 
The accouius which the 
wanted t’o introduce Ky reading the 
conibltatiofi in cueftion, bad been al¬ 
ready offerhl four times to their tord- 
Ihipt’, anej AS often dedlaVed by them to 
be hiacTrhiftible.' And they were fo in 
y(ieir very nature ; for they were ‘ not 
jmade out, or givert under the fandion 
ind obligation Of an Oath . 

AIr» Fok ubferved, that there waS no 
pa It'of the learntd CoOnrefs fpcech 
?#hicli calkci for an anfwtr : he Jaid 
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that he would, however, make one re- 
m Ilk. upon a (ingle p^rt of it. The 
learned Gounfel had faid, that' the only 
ground on vsdiich the Maniigcru could/ 
defire that every part of the confultu-^’ 
tkm Ihi'uild be mid, in which he would'^ 
irifinuate there were many point ' that 
were irrelevant, was that of contiguiij^ 
Jn anfvver to this he would fayy that 
the defired that a par^ of the 

confiiltatidn might be read now, be¬ 
cause the of it had been already 

declared by their Lordibips to be iii 
evidence. 

The Lord Chancellor Odd, that the 
generaVrule of praiflice vw^s, that if 
a paper cpritoning both relevant arj4 
irrelevant rnattcr wai;. admitted by the 
Court, the bare admdVion'of it did not 
preclude either party from ftating, in a 
later (lage ofthc buhnel's, any objeebon 
that,mi|^iit, occur to the parts which 
fTvpiild be thought to be irrelevant. If 
hr.’ hvsd faid any thtbg on ihc eleventh 
day of fhe trial that militated againlt 
tbitt rule, he was certainly wrong. He 
dill not me in, however, lo fay, that he 
had given any opinion,, or that ,he meaot 
to give one now, about; the relevancy 
or irrelevancy of any part of the con- 
fU'tdjon. 

Ah', p’ox faid. lu; was glad the karn«i 
ed Lord (.lid not^ake it iiecefr.iry thay 
he flibuld deLnWiit Lordlhip’o diPrtwj], 
evriV jigatuft; his Lordftt'p's Opinion, 
The liidhon was tburdedf as he had faid , 
before, iti law and in reafom and was 
fo feiy^njid'.nti that it uteded ho de¬ 
fence. 

Mr. Burke obferved, that no dlB'wn 
of 'loy Judge wa.‘i evermore defentdMc j 
but ht would irhitate the prudent cau¬ 
tion of his Hon. Colleague, and iiotpr^- 
fiime to defend a doctriiu , which the 
learned Lord who had delivered it was 
f(7 much better able to defend, fie had 
pe'ad of a .Frenchman who, being at 
Yemcef defeuded th^r govemnient of 
that republic egainft the cenfnre which 
Tome other foreigner was beftowiug 
upon it. The next day he whs taken 
up and carri'-d before fonw of the vSe- 
harors, who reprmanded him for hav¬ 
ing prefumed to undertalxe llie 4 efencq 
of a goycrnnient wh>ch knew bell bow 
to defend itfelf. Tncy rlteii Ordered a 
curtain to be drawn up., and Ihewedl 
10 the aftondbed F.ri^*nchrhan the (Je‘ad. 
body of the perfon with whom he had 
had the convtrfation for v/hich he had 
bctrr apprtheiided* The body w^as 
- ' ■ ■ ' ■ hai.g.1,5 
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glng by thif neck- One of the Se» 
tora then i>.id to the rrenchman, 
This man has been hangpd for having 
dAred to stcnfure the goveiBment of 
Venice^ and you fhaU be hangoci if e ver 
you prehune again to undertake ita 
defeVice/^ Warned by fivch a kfVbn, 
Mr. Burke faid he would not atKrnpt 
to takj? out ef the hands of the kvn'ned 
Lord defence of ado6tHne to width 
no one was fo equal ae the learntd 
Lord himfelff 

The Lord Cbancellpr then framed 
the qiicfiion which he was lO pat to 
the Houfe for their opinion-^and he 
ftaied it thus : *' The cpnfwltatien 
having heso once read, and no objection 
having been made to it at the bme by 
the Counfel lor the defendaiHt Are the 
Copnfel thereby barred ever after from 
making any bbje^f iop to any part of it 
Mr, Foxfatd, this was not tbeground 
pn which the Managers defired that a 
particular part of the conUjltatfon 
might he read—the true ground was, 
that it was tilready in evidence before 
their Lordfhipo; that it had hes^n en¬ 
tered by them as rwi, th(;u^h for 
ihortnelk, a part of It only Had been in 
reality read j that it having been fo 
entcred/the Managers nuvV defired no 
more, than that what had betn indi- 
|i:irn 5 lly read hefore, this day,be 

read accurately,difiinfflfy.,andat 

The Lord t’hancdidr then framed 
the queftion tliia way*—*‘ Aof the 
confiiltatiqn haxln^f oeen admltte<l and 
read, are the Managers entitled from 
<hat circumlfance to read the 

Mr. Ft/xLaid, he wa&extremely lorry 
that the learned Lord did not under'* 
|laod him. The qiieltion, as then 
framed by his Lordinip was preuitdy 
theieverfe ot what he had laid, kie 
did not fi^y that becaufe had btun 
read, he might read the wW/’,* but 
that the WHOiyE leaving been read al¬ 
ready, .and being in evidened before the ^ 
Llovife, he might be now at liberty to ’ 
read a I? A5tT of that whole- He grbun^i- 
ed bis cl.aim upon the well-known axi* 
'pm*^ &mne t/iajity conHnf:t minus* 

Mr, Law Was fiarning the qnt ftion 
another w’^ay, which would make it an 
intricate queftion of laixst v\‘hen 
2^1r. Fox faid, he did not as yet :ftand 
upon a' queftioh of /rt-tv, but merely a 
Ijaeltion of FAcr.-^''The way in which 
l/e would fra trie it was, he i’ud, the 
m oft dm pic imaginable, and; would 
friable their Lordfliips to determine it 
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in a moynentf^Xi wag .thus ^ 
whole of the torFriiltation havinjn^ 
entered a« read already, are the 
g^rs at liberty now to read a paft of itl**' 

The qiiclLon being tWs framed, thev 
Lords adjourned to the Ghamber bf» 
T.Hfliarnent to take it into ebnfidw*< 
tion. 

In about half an hdUr Uity returned, 
and thc?^ the Lord Chanceilor told the; 
Mrtnagierv'*, that he wa^ commanded by 
the Lords to inform them, that upbnt 
enquiry they found the Managers kid 
iuaccUrately Itated fho caiV, for that; 
ihcir Lurdihips had ordered niothijof to 
be entered in the Tftalas, reary/, that ha!<i: 
not actually bctni read f and they at. 
ti e fitnv ticne ordered that (tich parts 
of papm a$ Wad not a^lually bean 
re idjiibould be pa-inled in an 
and not in the body of the Tti X. 

Mr. Fox frtid, that if the Managers 
had been mi (taken in point of the 
miflake was very Batuvslfor th« 
learned Lord had hirArdf declared from/ 
the woolfack, and bis-worda appeared', 
in the account piiiUtd by the airehorfty. 
of their Lovdihlp-^, that the vety V 
(which thv wanted this day 

to,iead) was aClually in evidence- 

Mr; Burke remarked, that the Ma. 
napec>; had raiba , to comphtin that a; 
jiKlgment of Howie ha ving been 
given in their favour Jalt year, by wr>K*h 
it was declared that this yerv cdDfuit*i- 
tipn was at^twally in evtdente before 
the ildufe f the Managers wanting now 
to read a part of ihat corifuitation, 
were deprived of the benefit of it, and , - 
told now that! the whole of the p:-^per 
was nb^ in evidehce* 

Earl Stanhope i ofc ^ be faid, to fet 
the Hon. Mlmagtrvigbt. 
of the ihitfeybe Ihid, hud declared the^ 
paper in queMon to be in evidence^.; 
The jvdirmelUs of were k nowm 

by \\% rijfiiutions* "Five op rvieny orirhy’ 
individual Lold, however weighiy it 
might be, and however h-gh his- vVn}f,j 
was not to he conikU-red a judg^*. 
nictU of the ikafr* 

Mr. Bii r kc tti iiv ked the noble Lord;- 
for toe tmoble be h;id t:ikeii to iVc him ' 
right. Ti c ddlinibo!! . macii' by hiar 
Lordihipu^isjuifc and proper : he v cuJd* 
allow bhr, hoWever> Hfthe fame time, 
to ohfefve, fhat v/bvr'p the nohle and- 
learned Lord wXu> pit fid ed in that 
Houle decfarcii, tluit a p^per laas in 
evidencei and emphatically fa.d their 
Lordiliips could .imt ihat their eyea 
■ ' ” againft 
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; and tbe Houfe hearing this 
without any objt «5ticm 
, . 3 tc:«i 5 eicing in it, itwas very natural 
“■for^e Managers, who knew iiot ^.ip^on 
what prijicipUie; their JL^'^rdOaipa 
pr decided, to ..■onfider i'uch a judgment 
cvf the noble and learned Lord as the 
tUDGA^ ENT of the MoCS E* ' 

. Mr, Fox Ibll defired that the papers 
which he had mentioned at firft might 
be read. The ground on which he did 
this was diftereiit from t!ut on which 
tbeir Lordfhips had juft d«?citkd. The 
iP.ev*' ground wa$, that he wati entitled 
to read ihdfe papers, becaufc their 
Lord/liips had caufed them to bepriut- 
ed in their Appendix. 

The Lord Preftdent of the Council 
(the Earl of Camden) faicU th.at tbeir 
Lordfhipa had ordered every thing 
that had been received in. evidence to 
he printed in the Trial; ))ut that fuch 
parts as had not been read, had been 
arranr^ed by the clerks, and put into an 
Appenai.x» The Managers therefore, 
in order to entitle themlelves to read 
any part, becaufe it appeared in the 
Appendixy ought to fhew that it had 
been placed there by order of the 
Houfe- 

Mr. Fox faid, this,, doarine would 
pkdt the Managers,in a moft curious 
fnuation indetd. For whenever they 
fhoiiH derire that a part of their Lord- 
ihipa* A}}pendix IhouUl be read, the 
GounfcVtor the prUbner, and the Ma-r 
nagers, mult engage in a very lingular 
conteft inde'ed i they maft argue, not 
a qo-ftioti of law, whether fiicb a pa., 
per ought to be admitted in evidence, 
but a queftion of fact— whether iheir 
Lordfti'ps had ordered it to l)e printed? 
This furely their Lordlbips could de^ 
termine without any debate upon it at 
the bir. 

Having f dd this, he begged leave to 
ftate the reafoDS which he thought 
fhould induce the Moufe to fufter the 
paper printed in the Appnuyix to be 
read.—had always heard that there 
•were two kinds of evidence which 


Judges, for it hadbt’en printed by tbeie 
order, and for their ufe and pcrulal, 
but which, notw'ithHanding all this, was 
not to be received in evidence. 

If the paper in qutftior. was not fit 
for the Judges to fee or to hear, why 
had it been printed by tbeir order i' if 
it ought not to be received, it ought 
not to have been printed. But as it 
had brevi piinted, it was not ui 'it for 
the Judges to read, and therefore it 
ought to be received this day, and read 
at the dellre of the Managers. 

Mr. Burke oblervcd, that zx\ 
WAsgciierdiv conhdered asof foine Ufe : 
it contained .either point qt inftritBion* 
If it happened to .contain it was 

ufeiefs •,uu1 the time beftowed in the 
compolkion of it was thrown away and 
loft. 

The ApPLKnix pjinted by the 
of their Lordlhips nnight beconhdered, 
if not abfolutely evvdcfice, at leaft as .an 
epiht^nt:' to the Trial. It miift be iVip- 
poftd then to be. of fomc' oky and iliat 
what their Lordfliips had direAed their 
clerks to compile, and caufe lo be print¬ 
ed, was fit to be read, and to throw 
fonie light upou the trial. If it was 
unfit lo be rea<L and was of noufc, then 
it was A W’ailc <,>f the public money to 
print it ; and it was fooltftiand abiurd 
to uialic, at a expence, a compi¬ 
lation of things l^'ch were of no uic } 
for it was a true maxim— 


oii^htnot tc be received ! one, which 


from the very nature of it ought to be 
confidercd as increuilife } the other, 
which from certain circiimftancc?} it 
was not thought: Me to truft to the 
eye& or of the Jury or Judges, 

But th >3 day a third kind of evidence 
bad been namely, that which 

was not irtcredibk—which it war, not 
iinMc to truft to the cya. or carf of tliti 



Stpltus INEPT I arum. 

Either then tlna appendix was a com¬ 
pilation of papers (made under the au- 
thoriiy of the clerks of the Woufe) 
wdiich ought to be read, or ought pot: 
to be read. K they ou.ght to be r<iad> 
the n there was no real objeiftion to the 
reading of tlie papers called for by the 
jMinagcrSf If they ought not to ba 
read, then the A/pend/x was fit only to 
be burnt. 

Karl Stanhope rofe to fpeak to order- 
He Lod it was not fir that the Houfe 
fliould fuller the Hon. Manager to ipeak 
in fuc h a manner of its orders. It was 
not itu SfriUrly or rel]$e6tful language to 
fay what had been done by the onkr 
of their LovdOiips, ^as Jit only tQ 
burnt. 

Lord Portcheftcr called the noble 
E^rl to order. He faid, the Hon. Ma¬ 
nager had iKen Ipeaking all the time of . 
the Appendixi vvhu h had not bten made 
om under the avthinity or ord{> f of the 






Mr. 



Fojc fd*d he feareJ the nature 
Wthe Al^pendix not properly un- 
.^ 0 erftoo<l. He, for his own part* c.on» 
fidered as a very important papery 
and which derived its importance from 
this very cil'cumlt.uicej—that it had 
been compiled by the vorder of tne 
Houfe, to inform aod inftriitfi dielr 
LorcJfhips in points refpev^ing the jrial, 
and f;<> enable them to <Jo jiiftice be¬ 
tween he public and the pnfoncr. if 
he did not View the Appiifuiix in that 
light, he would certainly agree ivith 
his Mon. Colleague, that it was a very 
ufelefs compilation, made without 
GAiife, at a great and unneceffary ex¬ 
pence } that it had occafioned ihame- 
ful wafte of public money; and that 
if it was not fit timber to be ufed in 
the edifice of juilice, it ought to be 
cut down and cafl into the fire. The 
proceedings of this day, he find, had 
taught him a lefibn, which he would 
not forget.during the remainder of the 
fcriaK Hitherto he had> for the fiving 
©f time, and for the greater difpatch 
of bufintTs, contented himfelf with 
caufing parts of papers .to be read, 
under the idea that the whole w^as to 
be entered as read ; and that every one 
w'as to be precluded from urging any 
objection to the readitrg of the whole, 
or any part of them, in any future fiage 
of the trial, to whi«li fuch reading 
might apply. IHu this day be found 
that an attempt was made ro bar him 
from rf-reading any more of thofe pa¬ 
pers than what tntered ot them in 
the body of theTri^l, as having been 
actually read; fo that he mult make 
out frtflj ground at every p'<ragr^ph 
that he might wilh to have read, over 
and above what appeared to have been 
entered in the body of the Trial. In 
confc^irencc of this proceeding, much 
as he wiliied to fpare the time of the 
Court, of the Managers, and of the 
Prifoner himfelf, he was rcfolved that 
whenevhe fliould offer any other pa- 
■ per in evidence, 'io caufc the of it 
to be read, how'ever long it fhould be. 

Lord Stanhope was going to make 
a fpeech in reply, w hen 

The Earl ofliopetoun reminded his 
Lordllnp, that Weftniinficr-HHll was 
not the pl.^ce where the Lords Ihoiild 
.debate, and naoved that their Lordihips 
fifouid adjourn to the Chamber of Par- 
- jiainenr. Their Lordfiiips acconlingly 
adjourned to confider, whether the pa¬ 
per called for by Mr. Fox ough^ to be 
read upon thiji ground—that it was 
printed in the 'Ap}ajilix^ ^ 
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After the Lords had debated ^ 
time to determine wh<dher the paffij 
in their Lordihips Appendixt dffer^ 
in evidence by the Man age rp, ought 
to be read, they returned to Weftmin- 
fter Hail, and inf''»rmt’d the partie-s in- 
^eiefied in the qneftion, that the Lorda 
had refolved, that the bare circum- 
(lance of a paper having been printed 
rn the Appendix, was not a ground for 
iis being received and read in rvidence. 

Mr. Burke then obferved, that there 
was atmher groiVnd on w/hich he Could 
entitl.. himfelf to read the paper in 
cjuefiion j which was, that this paper 
was conne6:ed with the letter of 
Mutiny Begum, which was already ia 
evidence. To prove that this was the 
cafe, and that Mr. Hafiings himfelf 
had aded as if he confidered it in that 
light, hedefired that the minutes of a 
coiifultation held on the 13th of July, 
1775;, might be read. ,ln thofe mi¬ 
nutes, he faid, their Lordfiiips would 
find that Mr. Harwell had moved, that 
^the whole of the proceedings, in con- 
Lqueuce oTthe commiflion given to 
Mr. Goring, fhould be inferted in the 
geriieral letter to the Court of Direc 
tors, and that they would find at the 
fame time, that Mr. Hafiings himfelf 
had feconded this motion. It would 
appear from the minute entered by 
Mr. Haftings, when he Lconded the 
tion,that he thought every part of thofe 
proceedings was necefihry to bis own 
jiiftificaticxr, ar^d on rhac account he 
wiihed the whole fhoifid be infcrieO in 
the gencralletier to the Court of Di¬ 
rectors. The Mmugers, Mr. Burke 
obferved, were doing no more in of-^ 
fering the papers in queftion to their 
Lordihips, than Mr. Haft ngs bad de- 
fired ; uay, he had claimed it as a 
right, as a debt due to a man under 
acculation, that what he conceived to 
be necelfary to his defence ftiould be 
laid befcie thofe in whom he acknow’- 
ledged tho powrr of condemning or 
acquitting him was lodged. 

Mr. Law faid, that Mr. Haftings did 
not appear to have been any other way 
connedlal with the papers in qneftion, 
than that he had trahiniitted themtoEu- 
rope; and their Lordllups had already 
determined that the bare tranf- 

rnijfwn Was rfot fufficient to make the 
p=<per tranfmitted compclcnt evidence 
ag.aiuft the prrfon tranfmitting. 

To weigh this objtilion, the Lords 
adjourned to the Chamber of Parlia¬ 
ment. 

Fifty- 
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^F„{FTY’-,Fin'ST Ba y, • ^ 

'XiftlAslDAY, Julv i, 

(00 .si& tbfe peer^ m:Tt feate.ch and 
iforuT afjpeared at the bar, the 
I.osit Cbancelior inCorated the M -.na- 
gef&, that, the refplutJon of their Lord- 
Avas, that -MinuteR of Con, 
cd ofir:r,ed in evidenee on.Tuiifday laft, 
oojzht xK>t to bo r^s’ad. 

Mr. Burke no loader inEAin^ on this 
poioT, informed their Lordihips, that 
he was going to give in evidence the 
wiinates of a con imitation of the Go- 
vcrnor-GeuerHl and Coimcii of Ben* 
ga], held the 3,lit of,July, inj*. The 
ttfe he intended to of this evi* 

den'Cj vtras to avert lira a defence fet 
pp by Mr. Haftiag&> when he was 
charged with having appointed Manny 
Begum;* Jiajah Goiirdalst and others, 
to fucceed to the different offices from 
tvaVeh he had improperly and unjuffly 
leoaovcd MoliTrirnmed Reza KhAri. Mt> 
H iiliugs had in his defence, that 
thefe appomtnvents had been made by 
the Nabob hinrdelf, who had by ktur 
to the Governor-General utged hio 
right to the management of his oxvn 
aiiairs, and the appointment of , b/s 
officers a right which, the Pri* 
tbriif faid, natoraBy belonged to a So- 
Ti'&xMO^ PrikcEj and \vhie.b couid 
without difpule or deny* 

—Mr. Bprkc laid, that all this would 
^ppe»irfrom the minutes which he was 
going to giv,e in evidence, to be a mere 
to ciothe a corropf, ot his 
pvvn with the name and authoniyof 
the Nabob 5 for,their I^ordibips would 
Jmd that the Nribtnv w is a ; 

that he had no authority in Bengal; 
that he v/ae a lofire creature of the 
Company, dfjpending tipon them for 
Ilia daily fubfiileoce, and incapable of 
doing any a<l:t of povvet whatever with¬ 
out the confent of the Company. 

l?heir Lordffiips, he faid, would find 
this a defeription of the Nabob’s (itua-* 


3 


Nabob of Bengal, to the Ooverttof^ 
General a«d Council at Calcutta! and 
in that chara£i&r he claimed the 
PRivii^EGES which the law <?/ natlms 
gives to Minijlers kom SoVerKign 
.P.vldcp, reftdent at foreign Courts, and 
whieh fereen their perfpnsfrom arreAs 
and trials for mifdemearu>rs**-*-Thi8 
d iim brought intodifcuffiq.0 the adual 
.fituation,, of the Vah'cl\ pR j:: CfF ax, 
th#[N>ibol-j of Bengs]. 
j Mr. Burke having premilied this, de- 
li ed that the minutes of the confulU^ 
tion of the-3nit of July, 1775, might 
be read. Fbcy were read accordingly* 
When the reading clerk Imd got as far 
as the piai-e where the affidavit of Mr* 
H.vftings was entered, Mj . Lav^ aftedj 
If what they were going to produce 
was the affidavit The an- 

iVer was in the negative. He tt)eu 
faid, that the Managers man: ffiew 
forne grounds to intitle them to read 
it.—Mr. Burke Add, that it appearf?d 
in the minutea of confultation %ned 
by the Prifoner, and tranfinitud to 
him by the Court of Bireftors.—Mr* 
JLaw remarked, that he might be war¬ 
ranted in Goatending that this copy 
of an affidavit ought not to he re¬ 
ceived in evidence i however, it was 
pot his intentioa. to make any further 
oppohuon* 

The affidavit was then read, and it 
appeared v'ci'y clearly from it that the 
Nabob of Bengal was, in the opinion 
of Mr. Halfings, nothing .j.e9s than a 
SOVEREIGN Prince, and that the whale 
of the government of nis country was 
in the hands of theEalNlndia Company, 
upon whom the Nabob himfelf was in 
a lUte of ahfolute dependance. 

It appeared tnlfo from the minutes 
of the 3 rtf of July, i775> the Su¬ 
preme Court of Judicature in Bengai, 
hMAvitig over-ruled the plea put in by 
Roy Radachurn, that as a Muiifter of 
the Nabob he wss not amenable to the 


tfon, drawn by the very man who hact^ Engliffi Saws, and having declared the 


hoce prefumed to deferibe him ns a 
Sovereign Prince— -by Mr, Haft- 
ingo, who had given this ckreription 
upon OATH in ^n AFEiOAvrr fworn 
in'Bengal. 

The hdtoryof thetranfafuoD which 
produced ihe ajfici'^alt was thk—Nund* 
Cfunar having charged the Governor- 
General with receipt of bribes, the 
1 itter cauf d Nundccoisr and Roy Ra- 
daG-hurn to be iodicfcd for a csnjpi- 
riu:y\ Ruy K^iflachurn was at that' 
time Vakeel, or Ambaffiidor from the 


Nabob not to be -a sovereign Frince, 
and not to be capable of luvtfting -my 
one with the charaifer of Ambassa¬ 
dor, Mr. Franci&» thi-.n a Member of 
the Council, Aattd many iuconvenU 
encies that mi^ht atife b cm this deci¬ 
sion of the Judges, and obl'tryed that i t 
might expole ihe Company to'ihe dan^ 
g^r of-Tt/z/rf with foreign powers, who 
might recognise the Nabob for Sove- 
reigQ of Bvmgab uid make treaties with 
him* 

Mr. 
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j Mr. HartiDpjM on this occ'ifion enter- 
■ jl& i minutej in which he endeavoured 
tbar there wa^ no jrround tor 
^-fhe dangers apprehehded by tVIr. Fran¬ 
cis ; and the ground he took w;o to 
Ihew, that when Mr, Hdtings called . 
the Nabob a Sovereign, he gave hihvan 
appellation which hr* knew did not be¬ 
long to him- For in that minute he 
jflated that the French, and all other 
Kuropean nations conneded with In¬ 
dia, knew very well that the govern¬ 
ment of Bengal was fui>ftaiitial!y and 
really in the Company, and by no means 
In the Nabob; and that Mont*. Cheva* 
lier, the French Governor, had al ways 
faid, that if any thing was done contrary 
lo fubftlting treaties, by the Nabob or 
any of his people, it was lo the Com¬ 
pany, and not to the Nabob, that he 
would apply for redrefs, and that it was 
from fortner^, and not from the lat* 
ter% that he would expeSf it. 

Mr. Burke debred next that an aili- 
davit made by Mr. George VanfiUart, 
to the lame effea with that made by 
Mr. Haftings, might be read. 

Mr. Law faid, he could not fee how 
an affidavit, with which Mr. Haftings 
was in no degree connected, could be 
evidence againft him. And even if it 
could be fo in ita nature, where was the 
proof thvat this affidavit had been made 

by Mr. Vanfittart ? ., 

Mr. Burke replied, that the proof of 
the affidavit would be very cidily fop- 
plied by the gentk man whomadeit- but 
as this objection had net been forefeen, 
no notice had been given to Mr. Van- 
futart to aitend.—“(This gentlertsan is a 
Member of Parliament, but was not pre- 
fent when this circurnftancc was men¬ 
tioned.') Mr- Burke faid, that the ob- 
je .^f of the M:»w:tgers in wifhing to read 
Mr-Vanfittart's affidavit was to Ihcw, 
that in the opinion of perfona thorough¬ 
ly act.|uaivited with the government of 
Bengal, and the fuuation of the Nabob, 
the powder and authority of the coun¬ 
try relided not in the latter, but in the 
Company. However, a.siMr. Vanlittart 
was not in court, the Managers would 
pollpone for the prefent the reading of 
his affidavit; and deiired that certain 
rcfolutions of the Supreme Courtof ju¬ 
dicature in Bengal, in thecaufc of Roy 
Radachurn, might be read. 

But Mr^ Law interpofed an objec¬ 
tion. He laid, that in the firft placc^ if 
the paper called for was ajucigf/nnt af 
a Qunrt f/f the kecoro of that 

ju4^mcht ought to be produced. In 


the next plact% the Hon. 
ought to ffievv that the parlif.s to 
Judgment Vi art: parties m the prcjKr 
caufet lor it was a rule of lavw, itrat a 
judgment in a caiife inter alios 
could be given in evidence on an iffue 
between parties that were ftrangers to' 
that judgment j and unlefj the judg- 
mmt could l>c reciprocally 
parties, it could not be received as evi¬ 
dence. 'Their Lordlhips, he hoped, 
therefore, would not fuffer this judg ¬ 
ment to be given in evidence in thirf 
trial—The parties to the judgment were 
the King and the RoyRadachurn ; the 
parties to the prefent trial were ths: 
Commons of Great Britain and Mr. 
Haftings; confequentiy the parties in 
the caufes were not the farne; and there.: 
fore neither of them ought tO be fuf- 
fered to give this judgment in evi- 
denee. 

Mr. Burke faid, he was ftirprifcd 
hear a learned Gendeman lay down, iili' 
the hearing of fo many of his own pro- 
feffion, and of the Judges of ^^ngland, 
fv> untenable and indefenfible a propo- 
iition as this—That no judgment of a 
court of law could be given in any ca^'e, 
or to prove any particular or GoUateral 
matter, unlefs the parties interefled ut 
that collateral matter were pariieatathe 
judgmentoftbred in evidence. Thisdoc- 
trine, he contended, could not be fu (fain - 
cd fora moment, becaufe it wenttoefta- 
biiih a principle that would overturn all 
law. The life which he intended to make 
of the judgment of the Supreme Court 
of Judicature in Bengal was this, and it 
was an ufe which he was fUre their 
Lordffiips would admit to be legal: To^ 
(hew that the Eiighffi judges at Cal¬ 
cutta, who had taken pains to make 
themfelves acquainted with the nature 
of the Nabob^s rcai liruation, had, after 
a fokrnn argument, detcrmivicd that he 
was NOT A Sovereign Prince, and 
was, in fait, nothing in the State.' 
1 he application which he intended tv> 
make of this dcc'ifion, wastodelfroy the 
/rrLv/r<f fet up by Mr* Haftings, who, 
when (coulrary to hisduty and his or¬ 
ders from borne) here-moved Moham¬ 
med Reasa Khan, and parcelled out his 
places among Munny ^Begum, K;-.jaht 
Goiirdal's, and oihcr&^VAllVly alh.dgcd* 
that the -appointnaciil of; thefe perlona 
was not hts iitt, but the of the iS^a- 
bob of Bengal, who as the Shvrreign 6f 
the country had a right, h.ad 
(i and exercifed ft, to m.ihagc hi$ 
own affairs, and appoint MiOifferrof 
. ’ Srat«, 



Rtej |rki Minifters of Juftice, in his 
gS^n^oyninions. 

LorcUhIps would fee by the 
of the Judges, that this r<ght 
ofSovEREiONi y was not to be found 
in the Nabob i and that his right to ap¬ 
point Minifters of Statct and of Juftice, 
w.is no where to be found but in the 
Wretched defence fet up by Mr. Haft- 
ings, to cover \Mc corruption fruxn which 
this appointment bad flowed, and who 
had vioUted his duty to the Company, 
and the poGtive orders of the Company. 

For this purpofc, the judgment ot the 
Supreme Court might be adduced in 
evidence, though it might have been 
given in acaufe i?itcr alios a£ta> But 
the learned Gentleman knew very well 
that this caufe was not of that deferip- 
tion ; for Mr, Haftings was not in the 
fenfe of the word a stranger to 
that judgment, but ^ party to it.—The 
learned Gentleman had indeed endea¬ 
voured to prove that he was not a par¬ 
ty to it, by calling the caufe in the name 
of the King againft Roy Radachurn.— 
But this was a fliift to which nothing 
butthe poverty of his caufe could have 
driven the learned Gentleman. It wavS 
true that the profccution ran in the 
name of the King; but it was wcU 
known that Mr. Haftings was the real 
profecutor ; that it was Mr, Haftings 
who had preferred the indidmenc; 
and that it was for the very purpofc 
of getting rid of the fpecifle charges 
of bribery and corruption, which the 
Managers were now endeavouring to 
bring home to him, that Mr. Haftings 
had brought the profccution ; and 
therefore he muft in reafon, in fenfe, 
and in juftice, be confidered as a party^ 
and not a Jlranger to the judgment 
which the Managers wanted now to 
give in evidence. 

Mr. Law obfeived, that if the judg¬ 
ment gwen by the Supreme Court was 
to be confidered in the light only of an 
opinion ofperfono intimately acquaiht- 
ed with the nature of the Nabob’s huia- 
lion, he did not fee how Mr. Haftings 
could be afle^led by it. 

The Lord Chancellor alked whether 
Mr. Haftings had a<fted upon tliat opi¬ 
nion i 

Mr. Burke ivplied, that he had, as 
appeared from^ hfSj^minute in anfwer to 
that of Mr. Francis. 

Mr. Burke having read, as part of his 
fpeech, the title of wtiat had hitherto 
been called the judgment of the Couri, 
kt >4ppcared that in the Company’s 


books it was called Rejointions of the 
Judges in the cafe of Roy Radachurn. 

Mr. Law obferved, th.it this did not 
appear now to be a judg 7 ncnt of ^he 
Court, but merely a dccl iration of an 
opinion on a collateral point. 

Mr. Burke laid, that it was fubftan- 
tinlly ^judgment upon the plea put in 
by Roy Radachurn, to the jurisdic¬ 
tion of the Court, from which he main¬ 
tained that he was txempted 'by his 
pubCic chara<fler of Ainbalfador from 
ihe Nabob of Bengal- 

The Lord Chancellor finding Mr* 
Law perfift in his objedion, took down 
as nearly as he could, the queftion on 
which Mi\ Burke and theCounfel were 
at iffne—which.was, Whether a kind of 
interlocutory judgment given in an 
Englifli Court at Calcutta, in the caufe 
as already deferibed, could be given in 
evidence in the prefent iftue between 
the Commons and Mr. Haftings ? 

Mr. Burke informed the Lord Chan¬ 
cellor, that it was not only the judg^ 
7 Ke>itihiit he wanted to give in evidence, 
hut alfo the fpeeches delivered by ts/u 9 
of the Judges, containing the reafons 
that had determined them to concur in. 
the judgment. 

The Lord Chancellor having taken 
down the fubftance of the arguments on 
both fides, the Houfc adjourned at three 
o'clock to the Chamber of Parliament, 
where their Lordfliips debated till near 
jvve o’clock, when the following quef¬ 
tion was put to the Judges: 

VV’hether the papt-r delivered to Sir 
Elijah Impey on the 7th of July .1775, 
in the Supreme Court, to the Secretary 
of the Supreme Council, in order to be 
tranfmitted to the Council as the Refo- 
lution of the Court, in refpefl: to the 
claims made for Roy Radachurn, on ac¬ 
count of his bcingVackeel of tilt Nabob 
Mobarek al Dowlah, and which paper 
was the fuhje<St of thcdeliberation ofthe 
Council on the 3 fit of July 1775, Mr. 
Haftings being there prefent, and was 
by them tranfmitted to the Court •f 
Dii^eilors as a ground for fuch inltruc- 
tions from the Court of Dire dors as 
the occafion might Teem to require, may 
be admitted as evidence of the a<ftual 
ftate and fituation of the Nabob with re¬ 
ference to the Englifli Government ?” 

The Judges having demanded time 
to confider the queftion, the Lords fent 
a Aleflage to the Commons to acquaint 
them that they had adjourned the fur-^ 
ther proceedings in the trial of Mr 
Haftings to Tuefday-. 
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F?fty-Thikd Bay. 
Tuesday, July 7 - 
Tbc Lord Chancellor informed th^^ 
MAnagera and CounlVl, that the above 
paper, which had been offered iff <ivi- 
dence on Thivrfday laft, ought to be 
read. 

The paper was accordingly read, and 
it appeared that in the opinion of the 
TKRsiE judges (and there were no more 
prefent at the time in the Supreme 
Court) the Nabob was not in a iitua- 
tion which could entitle him to ap¬ 
point fuch Minifters as could be confi- 
dered in the light of Ambaffadors’, or 
entitled to thofe privileges which, by 
the law of nations, as well ns of partt- 
cular ftates,were allowed to the Repre- 
fentatives ot Sovereign Princes. 

Sir Elijah Impey, one of the three 
Judges who decided upon the claim of 
koy Radaeburn, faid, that the Treaty 
between the Company and the Nabob 
of Bengal, which Roy Kadachurn had 
produced for the pnrpole of proving 
that the Nabob was a Sovereign Prince, 
and recognized as fuch by the Compa¬ 
ny, fo far from provingany fuch thing, 
amounted to a complete furrender ot 
the Sovereignty of Bengal fo the Com¬ 
pany by that Prince. 

Sir Elijah Impey further obferved, m 
giving his opinion, that from the evi¬ 
dence laid before the Court on this oc- 
cafion, it was manifeft that the revenue 
of Bengal was collected by the 
pany, and not by the Nabob. 
all the eiUbliftmients in the hoaUioidof 
that Prince were under thecoutroul ot 
the Company, by whom the perfons 
who filled all thole offices were nona- 
nated and appointed. That the Nabob 
had no other revenue for his fupport, 
than that which was allowed and paid 
to him by the Company. In a w’ord, 
that though the pcmip and pageantry ot 
a court were not taken from hitn, he 
had nothing left of the rtality or fub* 
Jl^nce of Royalty or Sovereignty j 
and therefore the Court could not en¬ 
dure that the name of Nabob 

ihould bethruft in between a delinquent 
and the Imw* 

Mr. juftice Le Maitre, another of 
the Judges, faid fhortly,that he would 
not treat lutlicrcu/ly a lubjeift that the 
Supreme Council of Bengal had thought 
proper to refer to the judges for their 
opinion ; at the fame time he declared 
be did not know how to treat it 
i'ioujly. 

I'ne Supreme Council had lent to 



(he Supreme Court of Judicatnr 
Memorial delivered to the Boaix^il 
the naiXiC of Roy Radachum, in win- 
the claim to the prlvikges of an Am- 
baffidor was aficrtcd by the memoiia- 
lift.—On that claim the Supreme Couii* 
Cil dtfired the opirvion of the Judges. 

Mr. Judice Hyde, the third Judge, 
faid, that as it was clear from evickiice 
that every man in the provinccii of the 
Nabob who was concerned in the col- 
kOion of the revenues, and every man 
who made a contrafl with any Europe¬ 
an to the amouni of more than 5C0 ru¬ 
pees, was fubje^f and amenable to the 
Jinglifh Court of Judicature, it muft be. 
admitted that the Nabob did not poflefa 
the one great mark of sovereignty, 
-—the power of prote6'ling his lubjct^s : 
and it followed that he who could not 
protcdl his fubjefta from a foreign ju¬ 
dicature, even when they were within 
the limits of his capital or refidcnce, 
could not beftow upon any one ot them 
a chara<5ter which could protect them 
againft the laws of England, when vio¬ 
lated in a place far removed from the 
Nabob’s refidence, and where theEng- 
iifli laws alone were known to prevail.. 
The inference was plain wmd obvious, 
that fuch a prince was in reality no 
more than a cyphtr' \xi the ftate, and in¬ 
capable of imparting to any of his fer- 
vants that character which none but 
fovereigns can beftow on the character 
of AmbalTador. 

Such appeared to be the Prmce whom 
Mr. Haftings and his Cotinfel had re- 
prefented as a sovereign Prince, who 
had claimed as belonging to him the 
right of appointing his own minifter# 
and officers of juftice, and whole claim 
could not be juftly refilled. 

Mr. Burke caufed various minutes of 
confultations in the Supreme Council 
to be read, from which it appeared that 
the Nabob having fignificd by letter, 
that being then of fufficient age to ma¬ 
nage his own affairs, he dcfired they 
might be left to his management, and 
th.it the Company would leave to him 
the appojptment of his own officers 5 
Mr. Haffibgs moved in Council, that 
the Board Ihould comply with the de- 
fire of the Nabob. . , 

Mr. Francis refifted the motion, and 
fdd,th»t fince the faifion of the 
preme Court of Judicature, m thc^cafc 
of Roy Radacburii, in which the fitiia- 
tion of the Nabob was fo. much cen- 
cerned, it was a matter of very great 
delicacy to determine upon the rct^iUcft 
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'litice* He moved, therefore, 
py of the Nahob^ft letter !ho«Id 
; the Court of Dirtdors i and 

.. Board flioidd wait the pltafure 

of the Dirt £lor 6 , before any anfwer was 

returned to the letter. 

IMr. Whelcr, another Member of the 
Council, concurred in opinion with 
jVlr. Francis ; and it was finally refolv 
cdtthat no further ftep (hould be taken 
by the Council, until the Court of Di» 
re£loi 3 jhould have fent them our in- 
flru^lions how to a^^t. 

However, in fomc fhort time after, 
Mr. HHlbngs, who \v;inted to comply 
with the requifition of the liSIaboh, only 
that /le himfilf might ha ve r.?ro 7 >' the up- 
pointment of nil that Prince's minifters 
and officers, wbiltl the tiominal appoint ¬ 
ment fhould appear to be m the Kabob, 
acquiring a majority in the Council by 
the recovery of Mr. Bai well, who had 
been indilpofed, ciufed the above refo- 
lution to be refeioded, and then got the 
Council to comply with the Nabob's 
requifttion. 

In Gonfequence of this Mohammed 
Rty.a Khan was removed, and Munny 
Begum placed once more at the head of 
the Natwh’s affairs. 

The allow.uict given her by Mr. 
Idallings wao i2,uoo rupees a-month, 
or J4,cool. a ye^r, tvhtift: that of the 
Nabob's mother amounted to only 
two-thirds of that fum j and to R ‘jah 
Gourdaft and another perfon a lalary 
w^as given, which, together with that 
of Munny Begum, made the whole 
5s»,oooh a-ycar. This fum w'aa not paid 
i>iit of the Nabob's allowance, but out 
ol the funds of the Company. 

A 1 this appeared to he jeontrary to 
the general tenor of ihe orders font out 
by thtr Court >of Oil errors. 

jMr. Bnrke informisd the lords, that 
be wa 3 going to produce evidence tp 
prove that the appointment of Mpnny 
Begum to the management of the Na^ 
bob’s affairs Wifs followed by the moft 
fatal .confeqviences. The admiriiftration 
of juftice wa? ncglefled, the police of 
the country was totaUy^^ 
and ;/ 7 /ov<Vri and ifobbcri^i \fjq\x daily 
committed,, becaufc there was no po¬ 
lice to prevent them, the laws be¬ 
ing inuch^wt impmliy followed of copi fe 
the comtn lUou of’^ntpes- 

Mr. L.aw f.iidi he could fee no ground 
on which the evidence offered by the 
hon. Managercouki be made applicable 
to the charge then under j:he conilde- 
r«:!pu of tfceir 


ment of Mutiny Begutn, in 1^74, wafl 
made a charge againft Mr, Haltingsi 
fa^ls which were many years fubfequenc 
to that appointment, could not Vie adv 
diiccd to prove that the placing of 
Muiiny Begum many years before at 
the head of the Nizamut, was the 
of a corrupt intent in Mr. Haftings. 

Mr. Burke infifted, that the 
w'hich he was going to give in evidence 
were ftri^ily in point, to prove the inr 
tent of the prifoner in railing the Be¬ 
gum to this office, to have been cor¬ 
rupt- TheCe fads had come to the 
knowledge of Mr H vft-ngs ; and yet, 
fo far from having taken any ftep 3 to 
remove the Begum, or to check her for 
having fuffered juft ice to fteep, that he 
took every opportunity to Ihew her that 
his friendfiiip lor her was not to be 
fhaken by her mal-adminiftration. 

Mr. Law withdrew his oppofition to 
the evidence. 

And then the papers called for by 
Mr. Burke wereiead. 

Mr. Burke next proved,thatMr.Haftf 
ings, not thinking this woman, whom 
he had fo often appointed to various 
ftations, in oppofition to the Court of 
Dire^lovs, and to whom he had made 
fuch a liberal allowance out of the 
Company's money, fufficicntly reward¬ 
ed, wrote to the Court of Directors, 
and recommended her to their libera¬ 
lity. In that letter, xvhich was read, 
he look the liberty of adviling the Com - 
"pany to fettle, upon her a penfion of 
lack and 10,000 rupees a-year. AH this 
he did he knew foe had declared 
that llic h.id given him large bribes. 

Mr. Law defired that a Utter might 
he read, from which it would appear 
that the Court of Directors had lince 
wrote to Lord Cornwallis, ordering hia 
Lordftiip to enquire into the fituaiion 
of the Begum, and report whether it 
appeared to him that Bte ftood in need 
of a pen (ion, 

Mr. Bnvke faid that there was no ne- 
ceffity for the reading of the letter 
mentioned by the learned Gentleman, 
as he was ready to acknowledge it had 
been fent to Lord Cornwallis. 

However, in order to obviate the 
infcience that might be drawn from that 
letter, he laid l.e w<^idd prove that 
Munny Begum ftood in no need of a 
pcr.iion, for that pK had many very 
great refpurces, from which (he de¬ 
rived conliderable wealth. Thofe re- 
foii ces, he faid, were fuch as would 
forpri^e theif LordlhipS; parijqHlaily 

afttf 
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i^er they hiid heard the high cbaradter 
hich Mr. Haftings had gi^^en of her in 
fs recommendatory letter to the Court 
of Ptreftors, in which he had delcribed 
her as a woman whole purity the breath 
of calumny had never, dared to fully. 
This woman of unfullitd purilyr their 
Lord (hips would re mem ber^ had been 
proved by evidence at their bar to have 
been a dancing girl and a prc/litui^ : 
and when he Oionld mention to them 
one of her extraordinary fources of 
wealth, they w^ould ihinU ihe waa bu¬ 
lled in thole employnaenta only which 
became a female^ and the widc/ay of a 
great Frince* But not to detain the/r 
X^ordlliips any longer, be would inform 
them that this paragon of purity) this 
Munny Begum, kept the' greaielt gin- 
ihop in all Alia, from the tomb of Ma¬ 
homet at Mecca to the furtheft extre¬ 
mity of country in which the Mahome¬ 
tan religmn prevailed. 

She carried on a moft extenfive trade 
In fpirith&us Hqrms) and had got into 
her own hands the monopoly of them 
in the city of Moorfhedabad, the reli- 
dence of the Nabob and of hcrfelf. 

In carrying on this trade, io fit for a 
woman) and a perfon in her (ituation, 
file had thrown the revenue of that de¬ 
partment of that city into great.contii- 
fion, for Die refuied to pay any duty for 
fpirits imported in her name* or, in 
other words, for almofi: all the fpirits 
confumed in Moorlhedabfid. The pro¬ 
fit made by this trade might in feme 
mcaiure be calculated from thedecreafe 
in the culloms on fpirits in that city, 
which was alarmingly great. 

A gentleman,fpeaUing upon this trade 
carried on by tk fernalC) bad wittily ob- 
ferved, ■ that as it was an opinion 
among the Mahometans, that women 
hnye no foutsy this Lady might have 
thought proper to take up this trade to 
fliew they were not deficient xnfpirit- 

Mr. Law for a while refilled tne pro¬ 
duction of the paper, by which it was 
to be proved that the Begum carried on 
this trade in fpirits; aikdging that fas the 
paper was dated in 1781, it ought not 
to be admitted in fupport of a charge 
founded on an done in 1774* How¬ 
ever, he at laft withdrew his oppofi- 
lion ; And that the remark which he had 
jult made being taken down as part of 
the trial, he would no longer oppofe 
the readipg pf the paper.—it was ac- 
►jordingly read, and proved what Mr. 
^irke had alhdgcd* 

' |vlr. Bufke fa id he did nqt intend fp 

i&i 



offer any more nurtiun evidence ! 
port of that part of the charge whi^ 
had opened. But as Mr, Haflings riad 
laid in fome minutes which were before 
their Lordlhips, that the letters uader 
the hand and leal .of the Begunij and 
the anfwers wiiich fhe had fent to <jutv 
ries tranfmitted to her by Mr. H-iftingt:, 
had been obtained by Mr. (hring^m an 
unjiiflifiabie manner; as be had alfcvted. 
that Mr. Goring h \6 awed the Begum* 
and made her fay whatever a dread of 
him infpirtd, the Mmagers thought it 
proper to call Mr- Goring) for fhe pur- 
pofe of proving that he had ufed i\o 
threat or unbecoming influence what- 
■ever to procure tne letters .and anfwer* 
in q’.ieflion. 

Mr. Law faid, that if the Manageri 
firft produced the minutes entered by 
Mr. Haftings as evidence agaiiift him- 
felf, thefe minutes ought to beconfl- 
dered as the witmffes for the profecu- 
tion; and chereiore the Managera, 
Ihould not be permitted to difparxtge 
them, by afterwards endeavouring tti 
prove that they were hllc. 

Mr. Burke obferved, that this was a 
paltry argument, l^r tjclow the dignity 
of the learned Gentleman who had u fed 
il. Their Lordflup^, he Arid, would 
recoiledthe Commons derived 
their evidence--from the records of 
the Ealf India Company, made up by 
the culprit himfelf j—and therefore, a« 
thofe records were produced by the 
Managers as ivitnejfes for the pnfecu- 
iioti) they were the witnejjli of 

prifoner* The fame might be faid 
of the living witneffes who had been 
tjxamined at the bar. 'rhere w'hs not 
one of them, except Mr. Goring, who 
was not a creature of the prifnner, to 
whom, with the lingle exception he had 
already made, they all owed their for¬ 
tunes. 

Mr. Goring indeed was a witnefs 06 
a difTcrent defeription ; he owed no- 
tiling to Mr. Haflings ; he was not his 
creature or dependant; nor did lie owe 
to him a /hilhng of the fortune he pof- 
ftffed. Goring, tlicn, was the 

only perfup w ho had yet been examin¬ 
ed, who mi^ht truly be called the 
witnefs of tlve profecutors. Between 
them and this Gentleman there was no 
other comnnirifcatj^n oreotiHexion than 
that w^hich ouglifto. lubfjfl. bet wren au 
hntjfi witnefs and an /jonr/l profe'en/or. 

Tiie minutes recorded liy Mr* Haft- 
ings bad been given in evidence by the 
Manager?, that their Luxdihi|.i« might 
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re the frftfKces under which 
his condu^l:* Bat fvuely 
iot ht advanced by any man, 
learned CounfeJ, that he* 
caufe the Managers had given thofe 
pretences rw evidence, they were not to 
be afterwards at liberty to fliew that 
Ibefe pretences wtre 
It was at thijf time jftW o’clock, and 
the Lords were going to rife, when 
Mr. Burke begged leave to inform them, 
that whenever they Ihould deiermme 
that Mr» Goring might be exarniiscclj 
Ms examination would take up a very 
ihort time > and with that examination 
the Man-^^gers intended to clofe the evi¬ 
dence in Ibpport of the charge relative 
to bribes, which he (Mr* Burke) had 
opened *,—^and that immediately after 
Mr.Goring fhould have been examined, 
Mr* Anftriithcr, one of the Managers, 
would open the lemainder of the 
charge* 

Mr. Burke having given this infor- 
i»atior, their Lordlhipa immediately 

adjourned* 

Pifty-Fourth Day* 
Wednesday, July 8, 

The Lord Chancellor informed the 
Managers and the Counfel for the De¬ 
fendant, that their Lordfhips having 
taken into confideration the objcifHons 
fiated py the CGunfel to the requifitfon 
wradc by the Managers:, “ that Mr. 
Oaring might he examined,” together 
with the arguments ufed by the Ma¬ 
nagers to Ihew that they were entitled 
to produce evidence to refute fome 
points contained in minutts of Mr. 
Haftiogs already given in evidence, 
bad relbWtd, “ that the queftions to 
wiiich the Hon. Managers wiihed to 
obtain anfwtrs from Mr* Goring, ought 
to he /'Aft.” 

Ml* Burke hearing this, faid tbatthe 
Managers fubmitted to thi.s decifion of 
IhcHoufe, but could by no n eans ac- 
qniefee with latisfa^fion in the propriety 
of if. 

The Lord Chancellor interrupting 
him, laid, it was the duty of the Houfe 
tol »y down the rule of proceeding. 

“ I know if, my Lofdr* replied Mr. 
Bmkei it is not Icis my duty 

*’ than n is my incliitation, to rcf)>et.t 
** any rule which the H.>ule may think 
** proper to laydown. J arn fare they 
ar-r anxious to groun-.i their rules 
upon the iouiidelt principles; and t 
♦’.on convinced they determine from 
Ike . purelt mv)tives. But when the 
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precife principles which govern their 
deteriTiinations are not known to me, 
** it is impo/iible that I (hould approve 
wh,at X have no opportunity of kri 9 w* 
Every a< 5 t ofthisHoufe claims 
my refped ; but approbation mull be 
the effcift of a thorough knowledge of 
all the grounds on which an a6t is 
“ cftablifl^ed. 

** By this determination of your 
Lord (hips, the Managers are put in 
a htuation fingularly aukwaid* They 
“ have given in evidence certain docu- 
fTicTtU figned and recorded by the pri- 
“ foiier. Thcfe documents contain his 
“ lUtements of faifts, and affign the 
motives for his condu£l. In laying 
thtfe documents before your Lord- 
** (hips, the Managers meant only to 
(hew that the prifouer had fall!bed 
“ the tranfa£lions to w'hich they re- 
lated: the Managers intended after- 
“ wards to prove that, the colourings 
given by the priloner to thel'e faints 
were falje^ and nothing better than 
pretexts^ to which lie had been ob- 
“ liged to refort to conceal \ih guilty in 
“ the tranla6lton8 to which the Mana- 
gers alluded, and which, if llaied 
“ truly and fairly, would prove the 
“ charges that had been brought agaiiift 
“ him. 

“ But now, the Managers find them- 
“ fclvt!s hopped by your Lordfliips' rc- 
folution, which places them exactly 
“ in thiaiituiLtion—That they originally 
“gaw^ in evidence certain documents 
proceeding from the prifontr, with a 
view afterwards to prove that they 
“ contained a falfe ftatement of facts, 
“ made by the prifoner himfelf for the 
“ purpofe of concealing his guilt ; 
“ but now thofe documents are to re- 
“ main uncootradi< 5 ted j and thofe very 
“ inftriimentH, which were intended as 
“ proofs of bis ciinre^, are now to be 
** left as evidence of bis innocence. 

“ Your Lord (hips' refolntion ap * 
“ pearing in this point, it is not fur- 
“ priling that it does not give faiisjac* 
“ tivn to the Managers, who neverthe- 
** Icfs fubmit to it with that refpeCt 
♦♦ which is due to an ad of this 
Honfe.’’ 

Mr. Burke having made this (lion 
fpeech informed their LordOiips, that 
until fume nevj ground QiouUl oedur, 
on which he might again c.dl upon the 
Houfe to receive that evidence which 
from their refotulion this day he learnt 
they were not dil'pofed to admit naHL\ 
he d;d not iakadto o^cr any more tvi- 
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ice for the prefent, in fupport of that 
t of the charge which /lehnd had the 
iriour of opening to their Lcrdfiiips^ 
Mr. Law was proceeding to c:.ter a 
counter - proteft againft. the proteft 
which Mr. Burke had entered againft 
the decilion of their Lordlhips, but he 
was interrupted by 
The Lord ChanceWor, who obferved, 
that what had been faid by the Hon. 
Manager concerned the Houfi only, 
and not the caufe in which the Jearned 
Couttfel wasconcerned, which was foie* 
3 y the defence of his client*—-Whatever 
might be the opinion of the Public re- 
fpeding the deciftons of that Houle, it 
was the duty of their Lordlhips to de* 
termine according to the dictates of 
their judgment and their confcierice, 
and to do juft ice between the accufeis 
and the accul'ed. 

Mr. Anftruther informed the Houfe, 
that his Hon. Colleague having con¬ 
cluded the,fit ft part of the charge, it had 
fallen to hu lotto open the fecond.The 
cafe which he was now going to make 
out embraced a variety of ohje<fts, and 
would necelfarily lead him into minute 
details, and difculTions of coniiderabk 
length. 

The Lord.Chancellor faid, he wlfiied 
to all; the Hon. Manager, whether it 
was in his powder to ftate to the Houfe, 
within wbAi time he thought he Ihould 
be able to conclude both his opening, 
and the evidence which he meant to 
adduce in fupport of it. If he under- 
ftood right, the part of the charge 
which he was going to open, was dif« 
tinil from that which for fomc time paft 
had occupied the Houfe. 

Hia objt'ift in alking the Hon. Mana¬ 
ger within what fpace of time he 
thought he could bring thofe points to 
a conqlufiou, was to confult the conve¬ 
nience of the Court and of the parties 
concerned, as far as it could be con- 
fulted conliftently with public juftice. 
On the one hand, be did not wifti to de¬ 
lay the proceedings ; and on the other^, 
fee would not wiih to break them ofFiu 
the middle of an opening fpeech. I-Ie 
would be glad, therefore, if the Hon* 
Mmager would inform the Honfe whe¬ 
ther he thought that within the fpace 
of two or three days be could conclude 
the evidence which was to follow his 
Ipecch. 

Mri Anftruther f.»id, that undoubt¬ 
edly the cafe which he was about to 
open, was very diftind from that which 
had ken doted by the Hon. Manager. 



It referred to bribes taken by Ml 
iiigs in four or five difFerqnt pi: c 
of Bengal, exchilive of rhe larg^ 
which be received at Calcutta from Ra¬ 
jah Nobkifferu ' 

Thefe difTeren t bribes were fo far from 
being connefted with thofe opened by 
the other Hon. Manager, that they 
were not connected with one another; 
but each of them might form a feparatc 
and diftin<dt charge. 

In opening the cak of thefe bribes, it 
would be his duty, he faid, to go very 
much at length into the biftory of the 
prifoner’s Admiuiftration, and to dcteiSt 
the numberlefs faJfeboods in which he 
had invclopcd tbofe a6is which wcr« 
now charged upon him as crimci;. 

He lliould have occafion alfo tofhew 
the many dreadful confequences that 
had attended, on many occafions, the 
receipt of feveral of thofe bribes ; an4 
particularly be fliould be obliged to 
into a minute inveftigation of a fiibjt<Sfc 
whi(;h had lately been treated with v-ery 
indecent levity ; he meant the fubjct^ 
o( the cruelties eKercifed by Deby Sing* 
in which he would prove fuch A pariki-‘ 
fation on the part of the pri/tner, a« 
would bring home to him the rfjponji^ 
with which the Commons had 
charged him on that bead. 

in what length of time he fiiould Ive 
able to accompliftr this, he could iK)t 
take upon himfeif to determine. That 
woulil depend much upon the objec¬ 
tions which the Coimfel for theprifoncr 
might think proper to make to the dif¬ 
ferent articles of evidence which the 
Managers might find it neceflary 
offer. 

He feared then, that however €0«- 
cife he might with to be, it would be 
impofllble for him to bring a work of 
fuch e xtent to a conclufion in the ihort 
fpace of time mentioned by his Lord- 
ihlp. 

To whatever the Houfe ftiould de¬ 
termine on the fubjeeft he was ready to 
fubmit. If they wifhed him to pro¬ 
ceed, he would enter upon histaik, sm- 
mediately,^ If, they could not fpare (d 
much tune, at the prelent period of the 
feflion as he thought he Iboulcl haic 
occafion toconftime, he did not wUh 
to put thtir Lordftiips to any inconve¬ 
nience. 

Tlie Lord Chancellor, on hearing 
ihis, IIhU up his note-hook, and was 
going to leave the woolfack, when 
Mr. Hc»ftiiigs immediately addreffed 
the Court the foliovving words 

My 



ly 

y/1 be permitieci tO’offer a few 

f yowF Loidftups ?- 

1 myfclf unequal to the occa- 
Eon which fo luddeniy calls upon me 
to ftate to yoUr Lordllirps what I feel 
of the -ianexampled hal'dIhipsi of this 
TriaK—r came here to-day utterly un¬ 
prepared for fiich an event as that 
which I perceive now impending^ I 
therefore entreat your Lordfhips indul¬ 
gence for a few moments, while I re¬ 
coiled myfelf.- 

f* I mull: beg you will be pleafed to 
cenfider the btiiarion in which I ftandr 
and the awe wliich I muft unavoidably 
feel, in addreffing thisauguft aflembly. 
3 have already; in a Petition prefenced 
to your Lordihtps in the beginn'iug of 
this year, repreienced the hardfhips and 
grievances, ^and but a part of the hard¬ 
ships ami grievances, which I thought 
1 had fuftained when only one year of 
this Impeachment had palled. Thefe 
have accumulated,—many of “ ‘'‘5^ 
have propoftionably accumulated, with 
the time that has lince elapftd : but in 
2ny fenfe of them,"’ they have been in¬ 
finitely aggravated, when 1 have feen fo 
little done, and fo much time expend¬ 
ed ; ftich a long period cenfurned, and 
yet not one-tenth part of one Tingle Ar¬ 
ticle of the Twenty which compofe 
the Charge, brought to a conclulion 
on the p »rt of the profecution only. If 
five months have been thus couTumed, 
what period, my Lords, fhall I elli- 
iTcate as nccclLiry for the remainder of 
the Impeachment My life, in any cftL 
mation of it, will not be fufticient- It 
jfs irnpoiUbIc that I Ihoidd furvive to its 
clofe, if continued as it has hitherto 
proceeded j and although 1 know not 
what to mahe the fpecifick prayer of 
sny petition, I do befecch your Lord- 
ihipb ro Vonllder what injury my health 
and my fortune mult fultain, if it be 
your 'letermination that I muft wait 
t.!l it lluH pleaTe the juftice, the can- 
dour of the Hon. Houfe of Common**, 
which has impeached me befvire your 
Xordihips, to clofe this profecution. 

My Lords, I hope Mhall not be 
fbonglic to deviate from: the refpra 
which I teel, equally, Mm fuiie, with 
any man living, for Ibis high Court, if 
I fay, that had a precedent cxifted in 
LngUnd, of a man accufcvi and im¬ 
peached as I have been, whofe Trial 
had aaaaliy been prolraaed to fiich a 
K'ltgib, or if I had conceived it pofhble 
that wiiiitf could have beep lo peotradt- 


cd, I hope your Lordfliips will pardon 
rne if 1 fay—*I would at once have- 
plc«aded guilty ; I would not have 
fullained thisTrial j I w-ould have refttd 
my caufe and my churaSicf, which is 
much dearer to me than life, upon that 
truth, which fooner or later will ftiew’ 
it (elf. This, tny Lords, I would have 
done, rather than hav’fe fubmitiecl to a 
trial, which of ilfelf has been a puniili* 
ment a hundred times more fevere than 
any puniftimeiit your Lordihips couUl 
have inlli^led upoii^e, had I pleaded 
GUiLTV. What rriuft I not continue 
to experience, by a life of impeach* 
ment: 

And now, my Lords, I beg leave 
to fu bin it my cafe to your Lordlhips, 
well knowing that if it is in your power 
to apply a remedy to the hardniipa 
which I have fuftained, and to thole 
which I am yet likely to futfer, your 
Lordfliips will do it. I cannot be fo 
unreafonable as to expe 61 : that your 
Lordfli ps fhould waftc luoie of your 
time in the continuation of this tiial, 
when the year is fo much advanced^ 
and when, as I believe, by the cultoiii 
of Parliament, it has been ufual for 
your Lordfliips to retire from the bufl - 
nefs of the Seflion; I do therefore 
humbly fubinit myfelf to your Lord¬ 
fliips juftice alid goodnefs. Vet if tlic 
Honourable Managers could piopofe a 
Ihort time, fuch a period as your Lord¬ 
fliips could aflbrd, in order to clofe this 
Iiupeachment, which I have been told 
(perhaps falfely) was to end-with the 
prefent article, I fliould be willing iu 
that cafe even to waive any defence, ra¬ 
ther than protract the decifion to ano¬ 
ther year—it may be for maiiy years ; 

1. would pray your Lordfliips to pro¬ 
ceed to iudgenent on the evidence 
which my Profecutors have adduced for 
my co|ivi 61 ion. 

My Lords, I hope I have laid no¬ 
thing that is dilVcI'pedlful to yonr Lord- 
fliips; I am furc 1 have felt no other fen- 
timents than tlioi'e of deference and re- 
i'pcfX for this great Aflembly.'’ 

The Lord Chancellor obferved to 
Mr, llattinga, that the delay now pro- 
pofed W.1S /lot occalioned or ileflred by' 
the Mana^cri> He bad himfelf fug- 
gefted the idea of it, with a view to 
confult the convenience of the Houfe, 
as f *r as was compatible with the end# 
of'julUce I and he aflured Mr. Hafl- 
jngs, that in the refolution which th® 
Houfe fliould adopt w^ith refpedl to the 
intended delay, every atcentioa fliouid 

be 




The Lotd IVefident arcfcy and faid, conclufion. was a procetfdJDg WhkU 
from ^vhat their Lordlliips had heard in in ii!» nature this Country had never Be- 
theCourtbelovv,it\vas!mp-.;nioletoget fore experienced, and it was beyond 
throu^^h the tenth p^rr of the next part the gift .of forefightto tell when an end 
of th^ Charge, before their Lordfiiipi? ; would be puK to it i all that he Ihould at 
would loiV. the alhfrance of the learned present move vva«, “ i hat the further 
Judges. His Lordihip then touched coarideration be put olF to a hiture 
up >n what hr»id fallen from Mr. Haft- . 

in^s, and faid he was convinced there It was then moved, That This 
w?s not aNobU’Lord prefent who h.-id Houfe proceed further ^on the Trial 
heard what that miCerable mao had mo- ** of Warren Haftvngs, Eig. on the/r^f 
deftly fiibmicted, bat whole iiurrumity « 7 r^e/i/ay in the next Seftion of Parba- 
went band in hand with him, for giving ** nuut; and that a mdhige be lent to 
every afhftance to his ruppdication that “ rhe Comiuons to acc|i.uunt tbemi 



* Earl of Carndco. 


END OF THE SF^COND FABT* 
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WARREN HASTINGS, Efq. See. 


PART III. 


FiFTY’FiFtH Day* 
Tuesday, Feb. 

■foElNG the day appointed for re- 
fuming the proceedings on the 
Charges ejehibited by the Commons 
againft Warren Haftings, Efq. abo^lt 
One o’clock Mr, Burke appeared, lead¬ 
ing the procefTion of Managers, 

The Lords having concluded their 
proceiHonj and being arranged in du6 
form, Mr. Haftings was brought to the 
■ bar on his knees. Having, as ufual, 
obtained permiflTion to rife> the procla¬ 
mation of filence was made, and the 
Managers deftred to proceed. 

Mr. Anftruther then rofe. In obe* 
dtence, he faid, to the commands of 
the Commons of Great Britain, he had 
to fubmit to their Lord (hips the 
remaining part of the offences of Mr. 
Haftings on the fcore of Prefents j the 
outlines of Which he had in feme de¬ 
gree deferibed to them at the clofe of 
the laft Sefiion. What they had hither¬ 
to heard in the former Charges, of atro¬ 
cious offence in the cxpullion of a 
Prince and the plunder of Provinces, 
related chiefly to the External Govern¬ 
ment of Mr. Haftings in India, in which 
he was (hewn to be oppreflive, cruel> 
and tyrannical. 

They were now to be informed of 
his Internal Government-, which would 
be found to be corrupt, as well as op¬ 
preflive and tyrannical. He had to 
ftate to them, that in every inftance he 
difobeyed the command and injunc¬ 
tion of his mailers. He had to 
ftate, that be had alfo a6lcd contra- 
dl6lory to thofe very rcgulatloni he 
had himfclf recommended- He bad 
alfo to ftate, that in every inftance 
where he pradlifed thofe unwarrantable 
innovations and aih of difobedicncc, it 
Hivariably happened that he always re- 

1^7 


ceived a fum of money* 'Fhat thefe 
fiima were either never accounted for* 
or applied to the fervice of the Com¬ 
pany } or when they were, it was done 
on the approach of the moment of dc- 
teflibn. That he had no right to have 
taken thefe Prefehts, though he (hould 
have applied therri all to the ufe of the 
Company; That he had employed the 
'word of men for the worft of purpofes ; 
and that at the time he knew them to 
be fo* by his raking into the jails of 
Patna, and felc6ling the convhlJted fe¬ 
lons of Calcutta, to domineer over and 
pluqdcr provinces, as the inftruraerus 
of his rapacity. 

The of difobedicncc which he 
Ihould inftance, he faid, would be nu¬ 
merous i it would be for their Lord- 
(hips to infer, from concomitant cir- 
curoftanccs, the corrupt motives in 
which they had originated. To alftft 
their Lordftiips in drawing this infer¬ 
ence, he would contrail the opinions 
and a<ftion3 of Mr* Haftings at differ- 
enc periods relating to the fame objedl. 

At one period, Mr. Haftinga in his 
minutes in Council, and in his dif- 
patches to the Court of Dircdlors, con- 
tended, that the revenue was fo inti¬ 
mately conne£led }v\th the general go*i 
vernment of the country, that the Su- 
pr^Tne Council could not delegate its 
powers with fafety, even for a moment, 
to any man or fet of men whatever. But 
at another period he found it conve¬ 
nient to his corrupt purpofes to abandon 
this opinion, and take up another, not 
only different from it, but diametricaliy 
oppoflU to it ; for he cftablifticd a 
Kcvenue Board* to which he delegated 
the whole power of the Supreme Coun¬ 
cil Over the finances of Beogab 

That the objc6l 'of this delegation 
was corrupt, would appear from k va- 
B ricty 
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circtimf^ances. Had the Su¬ 
fi /Council retained the cootroul 
iC revenue, the oppreflion of the 
the bare-facecl peculat/oris 
mutt have been known to it, and cion- 
fequently checked and fupprefFed, and 
the Governor-General could not carry- 
on his fyflem of corruption- 

At this Board of Revenue he placed 
Mr» Davit! Anderfon, Mr* Shore, Mr* 
Croft, and Mr. Garter* The evidence 
of thefe gentlenven, however attached 
they might be to Mr. Haftings, would 
convince their Lordfltips, that he had 
no other obje^R in view in forming this 
-Board,than to carry on his corrupt de- 
fens rvirhouc controul* 

In his reafoiis for appointing Mr. D. 
Anderlbn head of that Board, Mr. Haf- 
tings had Rated to the Court of Di- 
iC(51:ora, that the abilities of this gentle¬ 
man were fo great, that they would be 
of infinite fervicetq the Company in the 
collenniion and management of the re¬ 
venue. And yetj though it, was on ac¬ 
count of thole abilities th»t Mr Haf- 
tinga had appointed Mr. Anderlbn to 
at tbnt Board, it was very re- 
fnarlcnhle thar he employed this gentle- 
•nan^s talents in quite another line ; 
and for the 1 pace of four years be 
did not afford him an opportunity of 
attending ti.e Board more th^n 44 
days, if the formalior} of this Board 
was to be of great advantage to the 
Company, and if Mr* Anderfon was the 
perlbn beft qualified by his talents to 
make it fo, how came H to pafs, that 
out of .1460 days that gentleman was 
»»ot fuffered to devote more than 44 to 
the bufinefs of the Board ?—-Whatever 
might be the abdiries of Mr. Anderfon 
in the rnanagenient of the revenue, it 
was clear that Mr. Haftings did not 
want to employ thena in that line of 
fcrvice. In truth, it was not h‘:s ob¬ 
ject that this Board fhould have it in its 
"povver to ftd according^to the fpirit of 
its pretended inftitiition, which was to 
fcs a check and coiUroul upon the dif¬ 
ferent oBices of revenue lb the diffejcnt 
provinces. 

That their Lordihipa aught be con- 
yinced that be dia not make fuch an 
KlTe; tion as this without authority, Mr. 
AnAruther faid, he would quote the 
•pinion of the Baa- d itfelf, as delivered 
by Mr. Shore and Mr. Croft, two mem¬ 
bers of it* 

tiere he read the opinion from the 
Cornpanyh vecori:;]. it was in fub* 
Ifciiicc, I’hat the ,Mcm):»:r8 cf the Board 


felt that they were but cyphers, tW 
mere fools of the Dewan ; that let thei 
abilities be ever fo great, it would bo 
folly Sind fal/ekooil for them to fay that 
they could execute the dutici of their 
office with any advantage to the Com¬ 
pany, as the Dewan had it in his power 
to oppreia and ruin the Provinces, not 
only without any controol from ihtf 
Board, but even without iti know¬ 
ledge. 

This being the ftatc of the cafe, Mr* 
Anffruthcr Sid, it would be neceff-ry 
for him to ft ate who was the Dewau 
whon^ Mr. Haftings had given as an 
affiftant to the Board of Revenue, and 
who made the Members of it hia toolsf, 
and inftniments of his oppreHions. 

This Dewan was no other than the 
famous or rather infamous Gunga Go- 
vin Sing, who was conGdered as the 
moft unprincipled and flagitious cha- 
rader in all Indoftari. 

It would be no cxcufe for Mr. Haf¬ 
tings to fay, that when he appointed 
this perfon Dewan, he did not know 
that his chara6ter was bad ; for it was 
the bufinds of a Governor-General to 
make enquiries, and know that a rnan 
who was to be appointed to a moft im¬ 
portant truft had a charatfler.— 
The truth was, Mr. Haftings knew 
full well that Gunga Govin Sing was 
the very outcaft of fociety; that he was 
defpifed by every man who had the 
leaft pretenfien to cither honour or ho- 
nefty. 

When his appointment was agitated 
in Council, General Clavedng and Col* 
Monfon both declared that they heard 
every perfon, as well natives as Euro¬ 
peans, dtferibe him a# a moft infamous 
charafifer. 

In the minute where this debate wat 
recorded, it appeared thkt Mr,. Haftings 
himft if admitted th'^t every one fpokc 
ill of Gunga Govin Sing, and gave him 
a bad character ; but he knew him to 
he a man of abilities, and he had not 
heard that any particular- charge bad 
been proved upon him* This, Mr* 
Anftruther faid, was a moft lingular 
mode of reafoniug. When charaB^r 
became a queftion, every one knew that 
it was for the charader a naan 

was efteeraed or defpifed} and as the 
g€7ieral ebarader of Gunga Govin Sing 
WAS execrably bad, Mr. Haftings fhould 
have judged him unfit for any lituation 
of truft, although no one particular 
charge of guilt fhould have been proved 
againft him* 
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Hading?, b? hid, wai the firft 
who had placed a didioneft man 
fituation of great pecuniary truft, 
—in which he was to be a check 
upon corrupt men, and affigned as a 
reafon for Aich an appointment, that 
the man pofTclTed great talents. 

That Gu,nga Gavin Sing poffefled 
great talents no one could difputc | but 
ihcv were the talents of corruption, 
ancl his coupd\Jfai of them was a bribe 
of 40,0001. fterling, given by him to 
Mr. Hadings. This bribe it was, and 
the profpe^t of getting many more, that 
made Mr. Haftings place at the head of 
the Company's revenue the moft infa¬ 
mous man in all Indoftan, And the 
condU( 5 l of this man, whiKt he j emain- 
cd in office, juftiRed the opinion that 
all Indoftan entertained of him—he 
canried ruin and devaftation into the 
Provinces, and reduced the inhabitants 
to the very lowed Itatc of diftrefs. 

Mr* Anftruther adverted next to the 
appointment of Deby Sing to the col- 
le&tion of the revenue in Dinapore* 

In the year 1774# Dcby Sing, he 
faid, had been tried and convicted on 
the charges of Mr, Haftings at> a felon, 
of extortion and oppreflion, and had 
been proved to ha.vc conduced himfelf 
with a degree of cruelty equal to what 
the utmoft wrath of God could infli*^ t 
yet this man was afterwards received as 
the bofom friend of the prifoner, and 
made coUctor of the revenue* of Bi- 
Bapore! 

Though Mr. Haflings knew that this 
man was capab|flt of being guilty of any 
enormity, and bt for any corrupt pur- 
pofe, yet he turned a young Rajah out 
of hid country to gratify this monftcr, 
under pretence that he was in arrears to 
the Company, at a deplorable period 
(i 777 )> when famine had added to the 
prefline of extortion, and cruelty and 
oppreflion had pervaded every part of 
the country. 

This infant Rajah had been exiled 
from his territories, bccaufe, as the pri¬ 
foner bad ftated, he w^as indebted 
i5,o®oI. to the Company, at a tinne 
when Mr* Haftings had in his colfera 
40,0001. of his money. The money 
received from Dinapore from Deby 
Sing, by Mr. Haftings, he inlifted was 
a bribe for appointing a vagabond and 
a felon the fucccflbr of the infant Ra¬ 
jah I 

The friends of Mr. Haftings, be faid, 
had endeavoured to make out two 
grounds of defence againft the Charges 
kriiught againi^ him in conreqaeoc^ 


of the ftiocking adminiftration of 1 

One was, that the crueUves laid to 
have been pradifed by this man, never 
had any cxifteace but in fidtion or ima¬ 
gination. The other was, that even if all 
thofe acts of cruelty al’cribed to'Deby 
Sing were founded in truth, they could 
not be charged upon Mr. Haftings, who 
could not, with any (hadow of jufticr, 
be contidcrecl as rei'ponhble for them. 

Mr. Anftruther, from various docu¬ 
ments which he read, removed the fidt 
ground of defence, by Ihewing that the 
cruelties aferibed to Deby Sing were 
but too well founded in truth j that 
confining men tn dungeons, loading 
them with irons, fcourging them with 
ri>d8, &c. &c. were the ordinary modeji 
of collcding revenue ; but that fixing 
fticks between the fingers, and draw¬ 
ing them together widi cords, tinuiU 
ing gun-locka and llafhing powder ia 
the mulcuiar parts of the bc>dy, tying 
father to fon and fcourglng; both toge¬ 
ther, fcourgin^ children before the eyes 
of their parents, 3 cc. w t re method* 
pradbTed only in 1781 and 178a, the 
precife period of Deby Sing’s admi- 
niftratiem. By i'uch feveri.ties under 
his adminiftration, armed w'ith the 
powers of Farmer, Controller, and 
Guardian to the young Rcvjah, were 
the villages depopulated, cultivation 
deftroyed, and the whole face of the 
country reduced to one dre-Ary tvaftc, 
with here and there a few wretched tuha- 
bitanu, whofe fcanty numbers, haggard 
looks, and emaciated bodies, prefented 
only the painful idea, that what was 
now dcfolate bad once been inhabited. 

Mr. Anftruther next fhewed how 
far Mr, Haftings was refponfible for 
the of Deby Sing. He did not 
mean to fay that he was anfwerahic 
for all thofe a^le in the fame degree at 
if be had done them with his own 
hands ; but he was anfwerable for the 
calamities which a whole Province had 
fufiered in cotdfequence of an appoint¬ 
ment made by him from motives of 
corruption ^ an appointment which be 
had every reafon before-hand to belic\x 
would occafion, as it certainly did after* 
wards occafion, the complete ruin and 
devaftation of a populous and wealthy 
Province. 

Having dwelt long upon this topiCi 
Mr. Anftruther adverted to the whole- 
fome regulations made by the Court of 
Dire<itors, and communicated to 
Haftings, with orders to fc« them ear¬ 
ned into eftedt* 
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f thefc regulations were, that 
^tting of lanrls the hereditary 
fars ibould be preferred to all 
who ihould bid for them—that 
ly whatever tenure land was held, the 
tenant fliould not bp railed upon to pay 
more than I he fum mentioned in his 
ieafe or grant—that no pcrfon, except a 
hereditary Xemindar, fhould be per¬ 
mitted to hold than o/te farm of 
the yearly value of one lock of rupees ; 
and that it fhould not be lawful for tbe 


to a man of the name of i^undohL Thii 
man was a character equally infamoua 
as Deby Sing, who had been alfo pa¬ 
tronized by the prifoner.-—Mr. Anftru-* 
ther, after reciting a number of frauds 
committed by this accomplifhed krvave* 
admitted that he was called before 
the Committee to account for his fla¬ 
gitious condud i and the oidy anfwer 
or defence he made was, ** That he fami 
Mr> Haftitigs and Mr- ^nderjon at Be^ 
7 z«r/fjd’—Nundolol was difmi0c:d ia 



<TOvernor General to give any farm of confequence of this defence, and de 
any value to any native employed as iicd in future the Zemindars 


a Banyan by an Europear'.. 

From everyone of thefe regulations 
had Mr* Haftlngs departed* The he- 
jedifary Zemindars had been turned 
off; farms to the yearly value of ;jo* 
fometimes 40 and 50 lacks of rupees 
were given to the fame peribn; and 
thofe to whom the largeft, heft, and 
greatell number of farms had been 
given, were the Banyans of the Com- 
^anys/eifva^ls- 

But what proved that the deviation 
from the Company's regulations was 
for corrupt purpofes, was, that not 
one iiiftance of fuch deviation occurred, 
which could not be proved to have been 
attended with a prefent, or bribe, to 
Mr. Haftings. 

Mr, Anftvuther ftated a number of 
indances in fupport of this aflertion* 
He fliewed, that from one perfen Mr* 
Haflings had received 40,000!.—from 
another 15,000!—.from another 6oopl* 
r-from another 34,000!. 

He alluded to Calcala, another agent 
of Mr. Haflinp, a fellow of infamous 
cbarai^ter. His notoriety, as an un¬ 
principled knave, had been corroborat¬ 
ed by Mr. Anderfon. This man Mr. 
Haftings had veiled with a moll exten- 
five authority 5 he was d* fenbed as the 
rcfuiie of mankind, who w.n8 dreaded 
by the natives more than a vilitation 
from a Mahratta army ; and yet this 
wretch had been placed in an oftenfi- 
blefftuat on for the benefit of the EaA 
India Company ! 

This notprious pecv.Iatqr, it had 
fieeii fald, was continued in office 
merely for the good of the Company; 
fiut be ''Cgged kav« iQ remind their 
Lordlbip-^, tuat he had been turned out 
of office for a defalcation of at leaft 

7o,oooi.--:a fine, Mr. Haftings faid, 

for the invclbture of the youf^g Raja/i 
of Dinapon, and which in faft was 
the only (lory, Mr..An(lruthcr remark¬ 
ed, that could not be^truc ! 

next called thdr Lordlhips a(.t^ntip^ 




The next fum taken by Mr. Hafiings 
was attended, he remarked, with the 
moft extraordinary circumtlances. He 
had fertt to a native of Calcutta (Rajah 
Nobkijpn) to borrow three lacks of ru-^ 
pecs, and defired him to bring a bond \ 
—-being intrufted with the colleflton of 
a great province, and fuppofing he 
owed a large fum to the Company, he 
requefted Mr. Haftings to accept the 
money j-rr^but the fa6l was, the Com- 
p.iny owed this Colledor 40,000!^ 
and therefore, though he difpatched 
hina without perfecting the bond, he 
could have beert, be thought, convi^- 
ed of refiifing a bribe, or be charged 
with refufing one 1 

Mr. Anftrutber adverted then to 
another Charge, which he pledged 
himfelf to fupport by the moll fatis^ 
factory evidence t—This was a fum of 
obiR HUNDRED andriFTv thousand 
RUPEES received, given him by thq 
Rajah of Nadea, who fent for the pri- 
foner to witnefs his will. This man 
afterwards fell into arrears with the 
Company, and was coniitied in irons, 
though Mr. Haftings had enough of 
the unfortunate Rajah's property in 
his coffers to pay the ba^nce I 

All the appointments made in con- 
fequence of bribes, proved fatal to the 
Provinces^ and ruinous to the Compa¬ 
ny's intereft. Everywhere the people 
were required, contrary to the Com¬ 
pany's orders, to pay greater rents for 
their lands than were fpccified in their 
leafes; and in the end were ruined. 

And fo completely had thefc CoU 
le^lors of the Revenue fleeced the 
country, that the Suprerpe Council 
found it neciflary to lower the rents in 
inany diftfi^la, and let the lands for 
lefs rnoney than had ever beep paid^ 
jpither fiy the prefent pofieflbrs^ or their 
immediate prcdeceilbrs. 

M;. i\nflruthey touched afterwards 
upon the Prefent of 100,000!. from the 
Ifabqbof Dude 10 Mr. Haftings, and 



-n th^ defence fet up by tbe latter 
ictting tbeditferent PrefrnlS that 
had received, and which he faid 
.Jc afterwards paid to the Company, as 
having taken them originally for the 
Company's ufe. 

He ftievved that concealment was the 
©riginal intention of Mr. Haftings; for ^ 
when he paid the money received by 
him in Prefents into the Company’s 
treafury, he took bonds for it made, 
payable to himfelC Why did he do 
this “Becaufe it wasnot his intention 
that the Company fhould ever know be 
wa.3 lending it its own money. And 
why did he afterw^ards indorfe or adign 
thofe bonds to the Company ? Becauie 
he feared he Could no longer conceal 
the means by which he had acquired 
the money for which he had taken the 
bonds.—Mr. Anftruther fhewed after¬ 
wards, that though ihefe bonds had 
been afligned to the Company, Mr.Haf¬ 
tings had obtained payment for fomeof 
them j and this he faid he would prove 
when he ftiould produce his evidence. 

Mr. Anftruther afterwards took no¬ 
tice of the letter written by Mr. Haf¬ 
tings from India, in which he made a 
difeovery of the means by which he 
obtained the money for which he had 
taken the bonds; and alfo of hi^ let¬ 
ter from Cheltenham on the farqc fub- 
jea. Thefc letters, which Mr. Haf¬ 
tings calls letters of iiifcovery, Mr. 
Anilruther called letters of conceal- 
pienty and he allured the Lords, that 
he would prove there was not one 
v'orcLof truth In the accounts given 
by Mr.'Haftings in thofe letters i and 
?hat though he wilhed to be thought 
entitled to merit for making a clifeo- 
very in them of the Prefents he receiv¬ 
ed, his real objea in writing thefc let¬ 
ters was to conceal^ chfcover the 

hribea he had received. 

He then proceeded to a diflerta- 
tioii on the ftrength of clrcumftan- 
tial evidence, with which it was his 
intention to fubftantiate this Charge. 
Prom human condudt could be drawn 
tlip bell clue to human motives, and 
when he cteferibed the conduft of Mr. 
Haftings at the time, about the time, 
before the time, and after the time of 
his receiving ihofe Prefents, their Lord? 
{I)ip8 would be enabled to draw irre- 
fiftlble conclufions in favour of his 
guilt* 

In the praife of circumftantial evi¬ 
dence, he recurred to an illuftration 
which feme maj think rather an inglo- 
fioua one, the cafe of Captain Don- 


nellan who was hanged. Circun 
tial evidence alone conviifled bil 
Murder, and of his guilt be mi)^ 
fafely affert that no man ever dqubted- 
Pofitive evidence may eaftly be invent'^ 
ed, but a train of circumftances in a 
man^scoudu(^t always fpoke for itfclL 

Expatiating next on the nature of 
thofe offences, he faid the attendant 
circumftances were not merely aggrar 
vations, each was in itfelf ftrong en^iugh 
for a fubftantive charge. Corruption 
was a crime which always hid its head 
in the dark, while other vices often 
appeared in open day. The projects 
of ambition were criminal and vicious; 
but as they required qualities and 
talents that af^proacked Ufs diflantij to 
virtues, and partook more of their ap¬ 
pearance, they were frequently avow¬ 
ed, whilft the meannela of corruption 
induced the gu'dty to conceal it. 

Mr. Anftruther laftly took notice of a 
new defence that had been fet 
<iohtre (a)ludiog to the news-papers) 
for the condinft of Mr. .Haftings. It 
had been urged, that though his adion* 
might not be ftridly conformable to 
principles of virtue and morality, 
yet if the country was nrradc to Hourith 
under bis adminiftration. Parliament 
ought not to look at the means he had 
employed, but at the end which they 
bad produced- This was a dodnne 
which he held to be execrable, and on 
which he wa.*! ready to join iftuc with 
thofe who were fo loft to virtue as to 
maintain it.—-if India could not be 
governed but by a violation of every 
principle of morality and virtue, if 
oppreflion and peculation were the only 
means of raiftng a revenue in it, in 
the name of God, faid he, in the 
name of virtue, juftice, humanity^ 
and integrity, let iia abdicate the go¬ 
vernment of India; for on fuch terras 
no nation that holds its own charader 
dear, and refpedts the principles which 
in all ages and in all quarters have 
guided the councils of every honour¬ 
able and wife people, would wilh to 
hold it.’* : 

He then fhewed that thofe who 
would defend the moft abominable 
meafures, provided they made the 
country fiourifti, could not on that 
ground defend Mr. Haftings. ^Forhe 
proved by a letter from Lord Corn¬ 
wallis, that India was not left in a 
flourilhingftate by Mr. Haftings. 

His Lord/hip faid in his letter, that 
it was a moft dslirablc objed to fecure 
to every man in India his property, 

and 
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cld him from oppreifion. That 
to accornplifli To juft and 

_ rtwablc an end, the Company Oiould 

moft cordial Co-operation s 
tvut he thought that in the reduced and 
deplorable ftate of the country, he 
fliouid find it an arduous talk indctd to 
carry the intentions of the Company 
into elfedt. That he was of opinion 
„that the Government fhould begin by 
reftoring to the jincitnt noble and he¬ 
reditary Zemiridare, and principal land- 
OAvners in Bengal, the means of riling 
tibove poverty, and living with fome 
degree o f decency • 

“ Whnf,then,’' faid Mr, Anftruthcr, 

areperfonsofthisdefeription unable at 
this moment to live with decency^ while 
thole are revelling in the enjoyment 
of every luxury^ who had fo impo- 
vcrilhed and degraded them ? Mr. Haf- 
tings—Mr. Hdftiugs, laid he, is the 
man who by fitting loote upon them a 
fwarm of iocufts that devoured up 
their property, has reduced them from 
affluence and fpkndour to a ftate of 
indigence and poverty, if luch tficn 
Is the date of the great body of Ze¬ 
mindars, Nobles, and Gentry of Ben¬ 
gal, what mu ft be the condition of 
the lower orders of the people.^— 
And who can fay that Mr. Bai¬ 
tings has left the cotinrry in a flou* 
rlftiing fituatipn, , <>7 that be is not 
accountable to your Lordfhips and to 
the lawii, for the calamit»es he has 
brought upon thofe whom he was Cent 
to govern not cleftroy j and whofe hap- 
piuefsand profperity it v/as his hounden 
duty to promote,by every means in his 
power?’’ 

After a fliort recapitulation, Mr, 
Aiifkruther finally advanced thefe pofr 
tions—that in every appointment made 
by Mr, Haftings, he received a. fum 
of money \ that a bribe was alfo given 
whenever he dilbbeyed the orders of the 
Company } that tlic bribes were receiv¬ 
ed againll the orders of the Company 5 
that they were not intended for the 
ule of the Company, and. ofight not 
to have been taken even for the ufe of 
the Company, being a difgrace and 
degradation to Government, to the 
BritiHi chara6i:cr, and an outrage on 
the laws of God and Nature. 

Mr* Anftruther concluded a fpeech 
he was three hours and a halfm deli* 
vering, with informing their LordOiips, 
that he would next proceed to lay be¬ 
fore them the evidence with which he 
mcdut to iupporlhis dijferciit afleriions. 




But it bqing then half pad: fotiro’clo 
their Lordlhips thought proper to ad 
journ. 

Fifty-sixth Day. 
T«ur9DAv, Feb. iS. 

Mr, Anftruther proceeded to the 
proofs of the various allegations againft 
Mr. Haftings which he made in hia ’ 
opening fpeech. 

From the meeting till the riling of 
the Court, little other Xhm written evi¬ 
dence wa» given, the reading of which 
was neither amufing nor interefting, 
though the fubftance of the papers read 
was very material. 

The firft document that' was read 
w^as a letter from Mr. Haftings to the 
Court of Direi^ors of the Eaft India 
Company, in which he informed the 
Court that he had advanced to the 
Company three lacks of rupees, but 
that the money was not his own : that 
two-thirds of it he had borrowed for 
the Company, and the remaining lack 
was in fa A the Company’s own pro¬ 
perty, as it was the produce of a Pr<?- 
fent which he bad accepted for their 
ufe- 

Other papers were afterwards pro¬ 
duced and read, which proved, that 
Mr. Haftings had in the above letter 
difclaimcd all property in the whole 
or any part of thefe three lacks of 
rupees; he afterwards took bonds from 
the Company for the itmount of the 
whole, and thus made the Company 
debtors to him for their own moncy- 
The papers further pcoved, thvit the 
bonds 'were afterwards given up tor 
bills of exchange on the Company, 
playable in England to Mr. HxiftingSi 
or orderi which bills were in due time 
taken up by the Court of J)ire6lor8, 
and the amount of them actually paid 
to the Agent of Mr. Haftings. 

The original bonds and bills of ex¬ 
change were produced in Court by a 
Clerk in the Treafurer’s Office at the 
India Houfe. 

Mr. Anftruther proved next, that 
the letter in which Mr. Haftings made 
the Court of Dire<^for8 acquainted with 
the receipt of the above Prefents, wa$ 
not written till Mr. Haftings knew 
that Mr. Francis was on the point of 
returning to Turope, though he had 
received the Prefents along time before 
that period- 

Mr. Anftruther iirformed their 
Lordlhips, that he would ncJ^t pro- 
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ice ranoue papers to prove, that 
Cv above letter, though written 
Mr. Haftings apparent with a view 
makex/^o'i^mej of Prefents receivt'd, 
was in fa(!:t a letter of conctdlmenti by 
means of which he hoped he Ihoulcl 
be able to prevent the Court of Direc¬ 
tors from making any enquiry into the 
buftnefsof Prefentfi. 

To do this, Mr. Anftruther pro- 
«luced another letter, written by Mr. 
Haftings, by means of which he meant 
to ftiew, that the writer bad falfifitd 
and contradicted his former account 
of this matter. 

Mr. Law faid, he obje< 5 ied not to 
the production of this letter,-^provided 
the Hon, Manager did not mean to 
make any other nfe of it than that of 
making Mr. Haltings falfify the^ for¬ 
mer accounts given by himfclf of this 
matter. 

Mr. Anftruther replied, that it was 
not needfary for him to fay more on 
this fubjeCI, than that the letter which 
be Was going to give in evidence, was 
applicable to the objeCl for which it 
was to be produced. Whether it 
would apply to any other objcCl or 
not, might be a fub)eCl of difeuffion 
hereafter. 

The letter, which was very long^ 
w^as read ; and appeared to be calcu¬ 
lated to diferedit the former account 
^given by Mr. Haftings of the Prefenta 
he had received* 

Mr. Anftruther proceeded next to 
the charge relative to the bribe or Pre¬ 
sent received by Mr. Haftings from 
Rajah Nobkiflen- 

The amount of this Prefent be faid 
he could no otherwife afeertain, than 
by laying before their Lordlhips the 
account which Mr. Haftings, in one 
of his letters, gave of the rhanner and 
objeCls to which he had applied it. 

Mr. Law again interfered, and fiid, 
that as long as the Hon. Manager 
wifhed only to falfify the accounts 
Hiven by Mr. Haftings of the Pie fen ts 
he had received, it was not his inten¬ 
tion to objeCl to the letter in queftion ; 
on rhe contraryj he would be ready to 
admit it as evidence. But if any part of 
the letter Ihould be urged by thc Hoii. 
Manager in fupport of a part of the 
Charge relative to the Prefents, which 
was worded fo generallyf that Mr. 
Haftings could not be called upon to 
make any defence agaiuft it, he cer¬ 
tainly would object to it. The part to 
which he alluded as being Koo^erwaUy 





worded, to he oonfidered as c < ^ 
to which Mr. Haftings was bouj 
law to reply, was lUat which atcirteTl 
him of having taken biibes^or Prefents 
from perfons known and uf)kno’wn.'’’ 
—To fuA a charge, which contained 
nothing no anfwcr could be 

required, and therefore no evidence 
lliould be received in fupport of it. 

Mr. Anftruther replied* that if the 
evidence Which he offered was appli¬ 
cable to the w^hole or to any part of 
the Ghaj'ge, it was legal evidence, and 
rnuft be received 4 their Lordftiips could 
not reject it upon the ground that 
hereafter the Managers might pafiibly 
endeavour to extend the application 
of it. 

The Lord Chancellor conftdercd tli<a 
letter which the Hon. Manager had 
produced, as applicaj>i^ obje< 5 fc 

for which he had produced it. It would 
be the bufinefs of the Couri to fee that, 
as no evidence fliould be rejected that 
was applicable to a part of the Charge? 
fo no evidence fhould be extended to 
any thing to which it was not appli¬ 
cable. 

If a Charge was worded 

that a defendant coujd not, in the na¬ 
ture of things, make a defence againft 
it, It was the duty pf the Court not to 
fuftcr any evidence to be given in iup- 
port of it. And this for two very fuh- 
ftaniial reafons—One, that it was im- 
poftible^ that any defendant ihoulcl be 
prepared or able to make a defence 
againft a Ch,ir^t' that did not contain 
aUegations. 

The other, that the Court could not 
pronounce any judgment, when no 
crime wa»^mj^ra/{y charged. 

The,Managers appeared to be tho¬ 
roughly of his Lordftiip's opinton.v.- 
The IetJ4’.r was read without further 
oppofitiv 7 n'. 

Mr. Anftruther then reminded their 
Lordlhips, that Mr. Haftings, in a/ac 
of his letters already in evidence, 
fpeaking of the prefent of fm/ac^Pj of 
rupees, i»p4COo1. ftevling, received by 
him at Chuhavfrom the Nabob of Dude, 
affigned as a reafon for not having dif- 
doled the receipt of it much Iboner, 
that the Prefent had been made to him 
in (^/ 7 /i on Goopal Dofs; that this man 
was cdtainly a very great hanker, but 
at the time Mr Haftings received the 
bills, Goopal Doft was! a prifonei' to 
Cheyt Sing; and therefore as he did 
not know at the time that he ever 
Hiouldgct doy thing for thefc bills, he 
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^itl thmfe it necefTai'y to fiy any 
^ ___ bout them to the Court of Di* 

TMr. Anllnitber faid, he would piro- 
dnee evidence that this account was 
and that at the very moment 
when, according to Mr. Plafirings, it was 
Uncertain whether he ftiould ever get 
any thing for thefe bills, he had a£tually 
discounted by far the greateft part of 
them, and abColutely received in cafli 
94,000]. fterling, fo that at the time 
there remained only 6000I. of the 
whole fum unpaid. 

Mr. Anflruther proved this by a 
clerk and fome books from the India- 
Hmifc—and here the evidence retted 
for this day. 

The Lords rofe at half paft four 
o’clock, and adjourned to 'I^uefday the 
aid. 

Fifty-Seventh Day. 
Tuesday, Feb. 

This day Mr. Anflruther informed 
the Lords, that he was going to lay 
before them in evidence the opinion 
which Mr. Battings himfelf had given 
in Council, andlranfmittcd by him to 
the Court of Direflors, refpeOing the 
irianagement of the revenue in Bengal ; 
his departure afterwards from tlnu opi¬ 
nion, and the ettabliHimcnt, under his 
owr» iolluenee and dir*^I'on, of a Re¬ 
venue Board upon, principles which, 
according to his fotuier opinion, mull 
nerelLirdv be injuriAi- to'thc revenue, 
to the people of Bengdl, and to the 
Company’s intereft. 

Mr. Anttnicher further fai'd, this evi¬ 
dence would Ihew that it was from 
corrupt rnotives, and for corrupt pur- 
pofes, that Mr. Ilaftincs had at laft etta- 
bhfticd that w-ry adininittration which 
be had rcprelcntcd to the Court of Di- 
re'iorH pregnant w’ith every fpccics 
of milchitf, as vv'eli to the Company 
as to the unfortunate natives of Ben¬ 
gali. 

Mr. Law obje6led to the evidence as 
inadmiffible, becaufe it was to prove a 
faa vvhich did not appear to be cri¬ 
minal. It was not a crime in any man 
to entertain different opinions at diffe¬ 
rent times, lie might, without the 
fmallett ground for an impcacliment of 
his integrity, think to-day that a thing 
was improper, and to-morrow lee no 
impropriety in it. To change the mode 
of managing the revenue was not a cri¬ 
ming ad; and if he were to admit, 

\o 


without giving the Managers the trou 
bk of proving it, that Mr. Haftings ha. 
changed the mode of colle^ing and nna 
naging the revenue, their Lordihip’s 
could pronounce no judgmi nt upon 
him for it, becaufe it was not a critnk^ 
oat a£l. 

OcUtlemen^imight fay that a thing 
was done corruptly and tivkktdh j but if 
the thing done w-as n .t in itfclt a crimei 
a harlh epithet could not make it one, 
nor could their Lordfhips take any 
cognizance of it. ^ 

It was the common praaice of the 
law, in all informations for libels, to ftate 
that the defendant had falfdy, nvtckecU 
lyy and inalicUuJly faid or done fiich a 
thing. But if the thing faid or done 
was not in itfelf libellous, the 9/^urt 
would difregard thofe harlh eJtpreflioUPi 
and give judgment in favour of the de * 
fendant. 

7‘his appeared to be the cafe m the 
caufe of the King againtt Stratton and 
others for the imprifonment of Lord 
P»got. The information ftated that 
the defendants had impwfoned his 
Lordiliip with an intent to kizc the 
government. But this charge relative 
to the intent, of which ho evidence 
was given, and which had been pilt 
iruo the information only for the pur- 
pofe of making the of imprifoiiing 
Lord Pigot appear more heinous, be¬ 
ing difmiffed, the cafe, ftripped of the 
falfe colouring, amounted to no more 
than an aof falfe imprifoninent. 

It was fo in the prefent cafe. The 
Hon. Manager charged Mr. Haftings 
with having wickedly and csrn^ptlf 
altered the mode of managing the re¬ 
venue in Bengal. Let the words ‘lu/V/f- 
ed/y and corruptly be taken away# 
there would remain the bare affertioh 
that Mr. Haftings h;id changed the 
mode of managing the revenue ; which 
alTVrtion, howevt-r true, contained not^ 
in point of fad, a charge of guilt i but 
even if it did, it was a charge brought 
only by the Hon. Manager, and was 
not to be found in the charges exhi¬ 
bited by the Houfe of Commons; and 
confequently his client was not bound 
to give any aiifwer to it. 

Mr. Anftrutber expreffed a wifti that 
the learned Counfel had read the charges 
before he had ventured to fay what 
they did or did not contain. faid# 
if he would lock into the -^th article of 
the prefent charge, he would ftnd that 
che Houfe of Commons roundly and 
explicitly charged Mr^Hallitlgs with 
, baviui;; 

!"1 
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aying be#m induced by hrihei t<i make 
^iSyChaftge irt the mode of oollc<fting the 
^i^5lTvenue-*“Hh3t wherever the change waa 
introtiuced, it was attended with a 
hribe-^and that every native to whom 
he had given ao employment in the ma- 
fragement oF the revenue* owed his apu 
pointment to a bribe. 1 ( this was not 
cr minal conduct in Mr. Haftings^- the 
very elTence of crimes muft have been 
changed. 

When the learned Counfel atgued 
that the allegations contained not a 
charge of guilt , that could give their 
Lordfhips a jurifdi£lLion in the cafe? be 
feemed to have forgot the fitu.ition of 
his client; for he argued juft as if his 
client bad been convifVed, and hej as 
his Counfel, was pleading in arreit of 
judgment* 

The Lord Chancellor caufed the '}th 
article of the Charge to be read ; and 
then agreeing in opinion with Mr. An- 
hruther, he overruled the objection 
made by Mr. Law. 

'The evidence was then read, and 
waa not ended till live o'clock^ when 
their Lordftiips adjourned. 

Fifty-Eiohth Day- 
ThursBaYi Feb. ^5* 

Mr. Anftruther opened the bufinefs 
of the day> by informing their Lord- 
Ibipfi that he intended to produce evi¬ 
dence to fhew that the new arrangepieut 
nnadc by Mr. Haft'mgs in the revenue 
department had prodigioiifiy encreafed 
the expence of management.-^-Hc then 
called Mr. Wright of the Eaft India 
Company’s Accwuniant's Office* 

From the evidence given by this wit- 
nets, it appeared that the cxpencc at* 
tending the management of the reve¬ 
nue amounted in i77x-»> under the old 
iyjfteni, to 41 lacks of rupccs-^in 17^1, 
to 56 lacks ; and that at iaff, under the 
«ew fyftem introduced by Mr-Haftings, 
it exceeded 73 lacks. 

Hence their Lordfliips might eafily 
infer, Mr. Anftrtither obferved, whe¬ 
ther the change of fyftem which vra» 
part of the prefent charge againft Mr. 
Haftings, could^ poftibly have for it« 
object the benedt of the Company. 

He next proceeded to ftiew the cha-. 
yafter of Gunga Govin Sing, whom 
Mr. Haftinga had appointed Denvun of 
Bengal, and in whofe hands the mcm- 
lucra of the new Board of Revenue 
•owld be confideicd only as tools. 
From the Company^* books he prov- 
Part III. 



td, that hot only this fiiari bore ; 
bad charaiSftcrj but that Mr. 
knew it well at the time he gave him 
the appointment. 

He proved alfo# that oti account of 
the appointment of fo improper a per- 
fon to fo important a lituationj Mr* 
Haftings had been cenfured by the Court 
of Diredtore* 

Mr. Anftruthcr was next proceeding 
to produce evidence, to fiicwthat Kel- 
leramj to whom, in conjunction with 
Cullenam Sing* Mr. Haftings had givea 
the Colledtorftiip of and from 

Whom he had received four lacks of 
rupees, 4W 40,000!. fterling, the price 
of fuch appointment, was the moll 
unfit perfon In the w’orld for the olScc 
to which he was appointed. 

Mr. Law here interrupted the Hon. 
Manager, artd objedled to the evidence 
which he was going to produce. The 
ground of his obje^lion was, that the 
unficnefs of Kcllcram tor the place to 
which he had been appointed, formed 
no part of the charge brought by the 
Houfe of Commons againft Mr. Haft- 
ing^. The Hon. Manager, he faid, v/a»^ 
at liberty to prove the appointment c.f 
Kclleram, and the Prefent given by bim 
to Mr. Haftinga, for thefc two point® 
were in charge againft his client 5 but 
the imfitnefs of EcUcram for the place 
formed no part whate ver of the «l)argc. 

Mr. Anftruther infilled that iJjC ub- 
fitnefs of KcUeram did form a part of 
the charge f for their Lordlbips would 
fee that the concluding article of the 
charge ftated, that through the whole 
bulincfs Mr. Haftings had a&al from 
corrupt motives. Now one of the bell 
proofs of a corrupt motive was, the 
employment of a bankrupt, and man 
of bad charadfer, to an important dc^ 
partment in the Revenue ; and when 
to this it was ad«lkd, that fuch a jjerfon 
fo appointed bad given a bribe of 
40,0001. for the place, no doubt could 
be entertained of the corruption of 
him who bad appointed fuch a man. 
The chatader oi jSUrlleram would go 
the whole Icnjcth of determining whe*- 
tber Mr. HaftUigs, in employing- him, 
had, or had not, a6led from corrupt 
motives} and therefore the Managers 
ought to be atUbeny, in proving that 
the motives Were corrupt, to give in 
evidence the chara^er of Kcllcram, 
which would be found to be fuch as 
ftiould have excluded him from any 
place of truft. 

Mr. Burke confidcred the obje<ftion 
C fCArtei 
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the learned Coiiitfel as un- 
* If I ^ 'Vere adn i Itted > it wou 1 d 
Managers in a fimatton the ifnoft 
awkward. It was founded on the fame 
principle with the decihon m^de in 
another place, where Dotr^/?- 

prevailed, and which awarded the 
p6U)idof y?^>; clue by virUieof the bond, 
but threauned with death the perfon 
who, in taking what was thus awarded, 
fhould fpiH a drop of blood. 

The Managers wanted to prove that 
in the appointment of Kellcram Mr. 
Haftings was influenced by corrupt 
motives. It waft admitted by the learn¬ 
ed Counlenhat-lhis chey were at liberty 
to do, becaufc it was in charge that 
his client bad aefed from Inch >po- 
iives. 

The M;*nagers, finding that a Gover¬ 
nor-General not only did not appoint a 
f i man, but the mofk unfit man in the 
world, to an important trulV, they na¬ 
turally eojifidcrcd that the appointment 
mufl havt been the Go- 

▼ernor-Geueral would not have taken 
into the Cornpany*«.fervice a man who 
of all others ought to be difmifled from 
it. 

They were proceeding tbea to 
the char:<aer of the man thus appolnt- 
rd, when the learned Counfel inter¬ 
rupted them, and told them that they 
might, if they could, prove the motives 
•f Mr. Halting^ to have been corrupt 5 
but they miift not prove th-is by giving 
id evidence the chai a<!:tcr of ICelleianri, 
aa the unfitnefh of that man did not 
appear in to rnany words to form any 
piv. t of the charge hrQiight by the Com- 

mo as againfl: Mr. MaftingP. 

Thit^ was calling for proof, and at 
the fame time withholding the means. 
The Gommons never could have had it 
in c^ontemplation to charge any man 
with kn aa as crimmai, which, uncon- 
maed writh any ctrcumftance, might 
be deemed not only innocent but me¬ 
ritorious* There was no crime, to 
fpeik ahftraaedly, iiv receiving a Pre- 
font, and therefore when the Commons 
charged Mr. Haftinfes with receiving 
one, they lurtly jneant ti) fay that the 
fwW'C/f which induced him to take it 
made it criminal. Their Lordlhips 
we4-e bound to enquire, 4nd the Cqm- 
raons to fhew, a>:imo Mr. Haftings 
received this Prefeut.; btcaufe it vvas 
upon that point that his guilt or his in- 
ftocepecturned. 

if then their Lordilnps ibould pre 


vent the Commons from {hewing tha ^ 
the motive which had induced Mr. 
Hafeinss to take this Prefetu muft have 
been corrupt, beeaufe be would not 
otherwife have taken iVom a gaol a man 
who was equally a bankrupt in charac¬ 
ter and fortune, and placed him at th« 
head of the revenue, of a great Compa¬ 
ny,they would by implic<uion adnutthc 
right of the Commons to bring im¬ 
peachments, but at the fame time ren¬ 
der them of r.o effed, by preveniirtg 
them from producing the evidence that 
would/’sppoit them. ^ . 

The prii'oner, he faid, had in bis an- 
fwer to this charge admitted the faa 
that he had received the Prefent, bu^t 
faid that he had taken it for the ufe 
and benefit of the Company. Thif 
was denied by the Commons; fnd up¬ 
on this they were at iffue with Mr* 
Haftings. 'What was the iffue between 
them ? Not the receipt of the money> 
that was charged on oUe fidevanci ad¬ 
mitted on the other 5 but the motive 
.which induced him to take it. If, then> 
the Commons were to be debarred from 
giving evidence of this motive, which 
from the nature of the thing could not 
be difeoyered but from circurnftances, 
then they would find themfdves de¬ 
prived of the means of proving the 
iffueioined both by them and the ph- 
foner. 

The Lords, having heard both iidef, 
withdrew to the Chamber of Parlia¬ 
ment, to take the objca:i'dn. They 
returned in about half an hour ; and 
the Lord Chancellor informed the Ma¬ 
nagers that theif Lordfhips had refolv- 
'ed that they (the Managers) ibould be 
reftrained from giving evidence of the 
charaacr of Kclleram ; the unfitnefs of 
that man for th« office to which he wai 
appointed, not being in charge againft 
the defendant. 

Mr. Burke begged leave, with all due 

deference, to make feme few obferva- 
tions relative to the decition which 
their Lordfhips had juft made •• be laid# 
that the Commons of .Eiiglaiid had, in 
all ages, and in every cafe of impeach¬ 
ment, difclaimed alt knowledge of 
pUadht^s, and had,, on that very ac¬ 
count, ever maintained it to be their 
right, t# have charges brought by them 
treated with much left nicety, than in¬ 
dictments preferred by thofe who had 
pleading as a feience^ and made 
it their prbfejfimu The Commons had 
. always taid that they were not clerks^ 

tot 



\ptam fimplc laymen^ and as fuch 
fj puriued' th<i ends of juillce with*' 
the niceties Q^fpecial pkadbtg> 

\V 38 clear that the Cohimona, 
'^’’^^hatevc r might have been the %vordm% 
of their charpe, meant, to accivfe Mr* 
H.aftiogs of having taken a bribe for 
the appointment of a man to a place 
for which he w is totally unfit. 

Thi.*^ unfitwefs they thouglu might be 
Cafily deducedfromthe mamierin which 
they had wwded their charge ' what 
nuillthey think, then, when they Ihould 
find tbemfelvea debarred from giving 
evidence of that unfunefa merely be- 
caufe it was not fel forth in a technical 
manner in the charge 1 The Commons 
were not bound to Jechriiciilly; 

they fpoke not tlit: language of fcieM'CC^ 
bur of reajan and plain jenfe ; and by 
that alone had they everattemp^d to 
bring down punilliment on public de¬ 
linquents- 

He did not mean, he fatd, to fpeak 
dilVeCpecftfiilly or 'i etrolpe^fiyely of the 
decifion which their Lordfiiips had juft 
made ; but he mufi fay that it would 
greatly embarrafs all the future pro¬ 
ceedings of the Mauagecs, For if they 
were to be debarred from giving evi¬ 
dence of corrupt intentions, and of ag¬ 
gravations aiifing from circumflances, 
uot fpectfically in the charges, it 

would be iaipufiible for their Lord- 
fliips id determine the amount of the 
fne which ought to be impofed upon 
the prifoner, if he Ihould be con- 
vided. 

The quaniitm of fine muft neceliiirily 
depend upon the more or kfs aggravat¬ 
ing circumftanccs of the cafe i but if 
the Commons were to be rellrained 
from giving evidence of thofe circum- 
ftances, their Lordihips mull: in the 
end be embarrafled by their own deci¬ 
fion . 

If a man vyas to take a Prefent con¬ 
trary to the iojunftion ot Uw, he ought 
to be puniihed ; but his piuuniment 
ought to be lefs fevere than that of a 
man who fiiould be convi^ed of hav¬ 
ing fold jujiice j yet even fuch a man 
ought not to be fo feverely puniOied as 
a perfon who had opprefled nations, 
deftroyed the revenue of a country, 
and brought ru^n upon its inhabitants. 
But if the acculers of the lafi: deicribed 
perfon were to be debarred from giving 
evidence of thofe dreadful confequences 
of his corruptiori, peculation, and ra- 
p\city, then mutt his punilhment, on 
conviction of having received Prefents, 
be as gentle and as light aa that of the 



firtt deferib^'d peiToh who f^buM r 
have taken a Prefer)i contrary to tfi 
jundit^a of a law, but v^dthOut auyl 
rious, co;*ifeqacnces either to any i no 
vidual or to fociety. 

The principle .on which their Lord- 
fiiips bad decided was uiiquettionably’ 
good* It was, that no man ttipidd be 
called upon 4 *a/<iefetui himfeff againtt 
any thing which wcis not in charge 
again ft him, becaufe he could not be 
prepared to anfvver charges brought in¬ 
cidentally in the courle of a trial for 
other crimes, nor could the Court give 
any judgment upon it. 

But this principle, hovyever good, did 
not apply to Mr* Hattings ; .'or he knew 
well, for the laft three years, that the 
bad. chaivicter of Kelleram waa coufi- 
dered as a proof, and urged as I'uch in 
the Houfe of Commons, of his having 
been inttuenced by bribes, or he never 
would have employed fuch a man in the 
Company’s fes vice. 

Mr . Burke faid, he wittied that before 
their Lordfhips had made the cafe on 
which they had come to the decifion, 
from which he apprehended muchcni- 
harralTinent m the courfe of the trial, 
they had called upon the Managers and 
the Counfel for the defendant, to Hate 
the cafe in their way, as was the cafe 
in other Courts ; for from the manner 
in which their Lordibips had worded 
this caufe, he doubted whether they 
had yet decided the main queftion be¬ 
tween the Managers and the learned 
Counfel. 

Mr. Burke was proceeding to ttrew 
that it appeared very clearly from the 
hired abufe poured daily on the Mana¬ 
gers, that the full extent of what they 
meant to'give in evidence againft th« 
prifonc^, M'as well known to the hired 
lihcllcrs and their principals; but Mr. 
Lav/ reprefeuting this aa irrelevant, 
Mr. Burke did not proceed. 

Evidence was then produced by Mr. 
Anftruther, of the orders of the Court 
of Diredors, that the ancient Zemin- 
who paid their rents regularly, 
ibould not be difpofiefied of their 
lands, and that none fhoiild be let to 
any perfon in the fervice of the Com¬ 
pany. 

Evidence was given of the propofal 
made by Kelleram for fai infng the re¬ 
venue of BAh.Tr, in partncrttiip with 
Cunenam—of the’ order given by Mr. 
Haftingsfbr h'sattendanccai Calcutta— 
for a guard of Sepoys to efcort him—- 
and, finally, of the fuccefs of hi« pro- 
poial. 

it 


ifive o’clock by tbe time Mr. 
had got thui» fajwArid then 
adjourned toTBURs- 

April 

FjyrvNiNTK mr. 

Thursoav, April »a. 

Mff Anftruther opened the hufinefa 
of the day, by informing their Lord* 
ihiptf^ that he was going to proceed 
tipon that part of the charge which 
related to a leale made by Mr. Haft'mge 
to K<elleranr)f and the 3SRi5£ which 
was the‘confidmtion that had in¬ 
duced him to make a kafe to ftjch a 
perfon« 

The proofoftbereceipt of fouriaeksof 
rupees^ or between 40,000!, andjo,odol, 
from Kclleram, was unnccetl^ry, as 
Mrf Haftings, in his anfwer to the 
charge, had admitted tbe receipt of 
that fum from that perfon. 

It remained^ thereforCf to determine 
whether it had been received from a 
corrupt motive, and for the perfonal 
life of the receiver, as the Mana- 
gers contended} or for the ui'e of 
the Company, as Mr. Haftings af« 
ferted. 

Mr, An/truther, intending to prove 
the motive to have been corrupt, and 
that the leak granted to Kelhram was 
the confequence of a bribe corruptly 
received, began by proving from the 
Bengal confuitations, figned and tranf- 
mitted by Mr. Hallings, that a 
Sunnud^ by which the revenues of the 
kingdom of Bahar were farmed, had 
been made to Kclieram, the perfon 
from whom Mr. Haftings admitted 
that he had received/of<r lacks qf rupees9 
at tbe annual rent of ^6 lacks, for as 
long a term as he fhould punctually 
pay that rent; fo that if the rent 
was always pun< 5 tually paid, the kafe 
might be confidered as a Jeafe for 
ever. 

Mr. Anflruther then proceeded to 
Aate, that he was going to prove, 
that this leafe bad been injurious to 
the Company ; that K<^lkr;<m had not 
made good his engagements, and that 
the Company had in confrqueace 
fuffered great lofs, to the amount of 
jiot kfs than tea or twelve lacks. 

Here Mr. Law, on behalf of the 
prifoner, obje^Sted to the produaion 
of the evidence ftated by Mr. An* 
ftrutherj and this ohjedlion took up 
the theCourtthereft of the day. 


If we were to follow the line 
argument purfued by the three gentle 
men who are of CounfeJ for Mr. 
Haftings, and by Mr. Fox, Mr. Burke, 
and Mr. Anftruther, on the part of 
the Commons, we (liould require mone 
roonu for our report, than the plan 
of this publication would allow. 
We fhall therefore, v/ith as much 
brevity as isconfiflent with pcffpicuity, 
endeavour to give our readers a 
dJftinft idea of the grounds and mersts 
of the objeftion. 

On one hand it was argued, that 
nothing could be received in evidence, 
that referred to any thing not fpccifted 
in the charge. 

It was anfwered, that the charge 
ftated a corrupt receipt of money; 
and the evidence offered was calculated 
to fhew, from a variety of circum* 
ftances, that tbe leafc never Wfould 
have been granted, if Mr. Haftings 
had not been influenced by a knkc* 

It was contended, th/it if the failure 
of Kelleram to make good bia engage* 
merit by paying bis rent punaually, 
had been thought by the Commons to 
have been a proof of a corrupt inten^ 
tion in Mr. Haftings, that circumv 
ftance ought to have been fpecified in 
the charge: the evidence oflered by 
the Managers would then have been 
admifllble. But as the circumftancet 
had not been fpecifled, the Managers^ 
were precluded from giving any ev^ 
dence refpeaing it, for this beft of 
all reafons, becaufe it was not in 
charge. 

Jn anfwer, it was contended, that 
the/u^j^a^ue of the circumftancc wae 
in charge; for the article ftated, that 
tbe grant of the kafe was prejudicial 
and injurious to the Eaft.India Com¬ 
pany. Aud it would be ufelefs for the 
Commons to make this charge, if 
^ey were to be precluded from 
fhewing how and to what degree the 
Ifafe had been prejiidiciab 

On the other band, it wasftiid, that 
from the words of the charge, it waa 
the perpetuity of the leak that made 
the agreement prejudicial to the Com^ 
pany. 

The Managers replied, that this 
coniiru^tion of the words waa not 
warranted; for the ground of the 
whoie charge was corruptieny a kafe 
honefily made might turn out to be 
to tbe leflbr, without 
affording from that fingk circpmft^nce, 

the 
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aft gvo\xn^ fgr a criminal charge 
ft the fteward who made it. Ic 
the original corrupthuf, inducing 
r. Haftings to make a leafe, which^ 
at was clear from the beginning muft 
turn out to the prejudice of the 
Company, that made him criminal, 
and not merely the perpetuity of the 
Itafe, which at heft could be coofidered 
only as a circumilantial proof of cor¬ 
ruption, and not the main ground of a 
charge* The Commons infifted, that 
from the character of Kelleram, it 
muft have (truck any man, who was as 
well acquainted with it as Mr. Haftings 
was, that the bargain •tvouid turn out 
to be injurious to the Company: the 
beft way to prove that propofition 
was, to fiiew that in point of fa£l it 
had been injuvioue. 

The Counfel faid, the proof oflTered 
would, if admitted, amount to an 
tenfion of the charge; andean exten- 
lion of a charge was what the law 
would nov admit. 

The anfwer was, that the proof 
oft'erccl would not at all extend the 
charge: the charge was conuptiorh 
—the proof would dernonftrate the 
corruption^ and no more. It was^not 
therefore to extend the charge, but to 
fhew the aggrafvatinff circumltances of 
the offence, that 'the evidence was 
offered. The proof that the Com-" 
pany had loft by the kafe, was but a 
medium to (hew that the leafe origi¬ 
nated in corruption, and that what had 
juftuaHy happened, Mr. Haftings muft 
have forefeen i but that the j3ribe 
bad made him Ihut his eyes againft it. 

To this it was replied, that if the 
evidence was calculated merely to 
aggravate the offence, this was not the 
ftage for fuch evidence: it would 
come in properly, when their Lord- 
fhips ftiould he about to give judgment. 

The Managers faid, it was a matter 
of indifference to them in what ftage 
of the proceedings they gave this evi¬ 
dence, provided they were affured 
that in any ftage of it they fhould be 
buffered to give it. But they found,on 
a perufal of the State Trials, that 
there was no inftance of fnch a pro¬ 
ceeding in the Houfe of Lords, as 
evidence received in agqranjation or 
extcnuatioii between the time that 
their LordOiips declared the accufed 
guilty, and the time when they pro- 
pounced judgment. 

In anfwer this, it was faid, that 
in the Court of King's Bench, fuch 


evidence was always received, bl 
the Court paffed judgment; ^ 
Managers could therefore have qo 
reafon for fuppofing, thk a fimiiar 
pra6lice did not obtain in the Houfe <!>f 
Lords. 

The Managers replied, that tl« 
reafon for fuch a proceeding in the 
Courts below, did not apply tp the 
Houfe of Lords. In the former, the 
fuRV tried the fact; the Court 
applied the law and paflVd the sen¬ 
tence. As matter of aggravation 
or extenuation, applied to the dtV' 
cretiou of the Court, and was not 
the ejfeme of the faB, it was noie 
fubmfttcd to the Jur y j but it wan 
very properly fubmitted to the Court 
after the verdift was found, becauk 
there it could have weight, and make 
the judgment more or Icfs fevciej, 
according to the aggravating or ex¬ 
tenuating circumftances. 

But the cafe was very cUfkrent in 
the Houfe of Lords, where their Lord- 
(hips were Judges of the fact, af 
well as of the law ; and therefore the 
evidence of aggravation or extenuation 
might be given at the fame time with 
that of the fadl. And It was prefutned 
that this was the ground ,of the 
praflice which prevailed in the Houfe 
of Lords, where there was no ftage 
known, at leaft to the pcorecutors and 
the profecuted, between the finding 
the \KiitTguiltyf and the paffing of the 
judgment. 

It was alfo contended by the Mana¬ 
gers, that as a vufdoneatwr differed, 
from felony in this'refpe^l, th.U there 
was nofpecific punifhment pointed out 
by law for the former, as there ivas for 
the latter, fo the Court could not tell 
what judgment to pronounce, whether 
gentle or fevere, without hearing the 
circumftaaces of aggravation or ex¬ 
tenuation. The law pafled the fAme 
fentcnce on all perfons convifled of 
murder \ for inftance, though there 
fhould appear in feme of the cafes cir- 
cumftances of infinitely lefs barbarity 
than in others. But the law did not 
put all mifdemeanors on a level, bu\ 
left A diferetionary power to the 
Judges, to make the pnniihment 
heavier or lighter, according to the 
different circumftances. 

It was faid, that circtimftances of 
aggravation or extenuation could not 
be given on the Trial, though they 
might afterwards be admitted in mi¬ 
tigation or aggravation of judgment. 

Tfai* 
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[>|s'v/?ts denied by the Managers to 
iifivi the Ho Hie of Lords,, and they 
M^r/d tothc trial on the impt-acbment 
Earl of field, to prove 

ut evidence of .iggvavating and ex- 
terniuting circumitances bad been 
gbven during the trial j *r)d that, by far 
th £ greaieft j3«‘'t of the evidence given 
bp' that noble and learned Lord, was 
ti, idence of circumftances in extenua- 

The Counfel faid, that what the 
JVlanager.3 wanted to do, was, on 
tt. ial tor one crime, to give evidence of 
at n>ther, which was contrary to law. 

The Managers maintained the le* 
g! ility of luch evidence on feveral 
ex rcafions. They infianced 3 late cafe 
4r the .Court of King’s Bench, the 
K .'Ug agaiult 'T)r. withers, where 
trvidence was given before judgment 
p alTcd, that the defendant bad, fince 
tjiB conviction, publiftjcd a fecond 
libel, morjK atrocious than the former. 

The Counfel, one of whom had 
' jplead::.,! the caufe of Dr. Withers, 
♦iibfcrved, that it Was true this fecond 
ihbel had been given in evidence ; but 
Uben it was not in the fir ft inftance, but 
tadduced to rebut a plea fet up by the 
'defi ndant, that he had correded his 
^conduCl:, and ceafed to be a libeller, 
^rhe evidence of this IVcond libel was 
Trought to ciiprove that afTtrtion. 

Mr. Anftruther obferved, that the 
ileanied Counfel were very inaccurate 
fin ftating the cafe in which one of 
:lhem had been employed j for it fo 
liappcoed, that thfi yery reverfe of the 
^ftatemciit wasj:rue. The fecond libel was 
|gi ven in evidence, not to rebut the above 
plea, 0 )!' tlaim to lenity, but before any 
fuch plea had been offered, and with a 
♦view to bring clown a heavier punilh- 
maent u:pc’n the defendant, by (iiewing 
tthat he was an incorrigible dibeller. 

At fej^r o’clock the Lordj withdrew 
fto theic own Houfe, to take into con- 
Ifidvrari C'U the ohjedtion that had given 
IIIV to ibis long argument. 

They did not return to Weftminfter- 
bah, b; it fent a mefiage to the Houfe 
of Comimons, Hating, that they had 
adjourn ed the further proceedings on 
ihe Tri. ll till Tuefd.iy nexf. 

Sixtieth Day. 

Tuesday, April ay. 

The Peers did not take their feats 
this day till two o’clock. As loon 
as the J^oufe was feated, and the 
Frifoncr had been brought to the 
Bar, 


The Lord Chancellor Informed tk 
Managers and the Counfel for tlra 
Defendant, that the opinion of the! 
Houfe having been taken upon the oh^ 
je<5lion made on Thurfday laft, to the 
evidence olFercd by the Managero 
refpedting the arrears into which the 
rents had run under the adminiftratioa 
of Kelleram ; their Lordftiips had re- 
folved, that it was not competent 
to the Managers to give in evidence 
the proof of thofe arrears, the unfitnefa 
of ICdleram not being charged in the 
article of impeachment then under 
conrideration. 

Mr. Fox, hearing this, obferved, that 
it was peculiar to the Court which he 
h'ld then the honour of adclrefting, to 
deli ter its judgments without com¬ 
municating the grounds on which 
they were formed. In all other Courts 
the Judges ftated the reafona which 
determined them to make any de* 
cifions, and the fuitors were thereby 
inftru^lcd how to conduct themfelves, 
and by being informed why one par¬ 
ticular articlebf evidence was admitted, 
and another rejected, they of couiTe 
knew the rule by which they could 
judge, whether what they had to 
offer in evidence was admiflible or not* 

But, the practice of their Lordfhips 
being different, the Managers were 
placed in a fituation different from 
that of any profecutor in the courts 
below. They found the evidence 
offered by them declared to be 
in^dmifliblej but as they did not know 
why it was pronounced to be fo, 
they might at every ftep offer in evi* 
dence, what might by their Lordfiiips^ 
be determined to be inadmiflible *» if 
the decifion was accompanied by the 
communication of a rule, by which 
the admifljnility' or inadmifitibility of 
evidence might be afetrtained, this 
inconvenience would not occur. He 
hoped, therefore, that their Lordfhips 
woula contrive fome means by which 
the Managers might learn the grounds 
and principles which led to their dc- 
cifions, and by fo doing they would, 
relieve the Managers from very great 
embarraffments, doubts, and un- 
certainty. • 

The Lord Chancellor faid, it wa« 
not for him to expound the refolutions 
of the Houfe j.that was properly the 
duty of the Houfe itfelf s all that he 
had to do was, in obedience to their 
Lordfhips* dire<ftion8, to communicate 
their refolulions to the Managers and 
the Defendant. 

Mr^, 
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y. t^ox teplied, thftt ht tiad hoped 
:at the Houfe svo.ulil h^ve dirtied 
his Lordibip to com muni cate at the 
fame time the grounds of thofe rtfo* 
lutions; for the Managers were rcaily 
at a lofs to proceed. If tney 

knew why their Lord/hipa had rejecteu 
the evidence iilt offered, they would 
not offer any more, upon which the 
motives or reafons for that rejtawn 
would attach > and thereby a great 
deal of time would be faved- 

-At prefent the Managers were i c- 
duced to th^ neceility the 

grounds of the dccitfons made by their 
Lordlhips. 

In the cafe immediately under con- 
lidcration, many reafons might have 
concurred to determine the Hovne to 
come to the rCfolution read by the 
learned Lord, he wonid by way ot 
£UtJ's ftate onVy two. Their Lordlnipa 

might have rejected the proffered evN 

dence, becaufe they did not think that 

circumffances of aggravation might to 

be admitted in evidence. Or they 
might have rejeacd it becaufe they 
did not think that the rent of the lands 
leafed to Kdkraoi having fallen into 

arrear) was a circumftance of aggia* 

vation. Could he know which or 
thefe two reafons had ihfiucnced their 
Lordlhips in their decihon, he ftiould 
know how to regulate the Tuture 
proceeding on this cafe> and he coiilu 
teU beforehand what evidence would 
be admifhbte, arid what not j and 
fuch a knowledge would contribute 
very much to ftiorteu the durauon or 
the Trial, and hive^ all the parties 
concerned a world of time. 

The Lord Chancellor obferved, 
that the refolullon which he had 
communicated to the Managers ftat^l 
the evidence of the arrear to be mad- 
rniffible, becaufethe untitnefs of -IveHc* 
ram for the fit nation in which he was 
placed, was not in charge againft the 

defendant. ^ ^ 

Mr, Fox, finding that he could not 
perfuade the Houfe to accompany the 
communication of its rtfblutions with 
the grounds on which they were forpi- 
cd, gave dp the point. „ . ^ 

Mr. Anfirutber then called Mr. 
Hudfon, of the India-Houfe, to prove 
that Mr. Haftings had farmed the 
revenue of Bahar to ICellcram and 
CulUan Sing, without having taken 
any other than their own pcnonal 
fccunty. 



Mr. Law wanted to prorve that; 
of them had a J,aghire iti thiit V 
province, wortb^a lack and a hHU of 
rupees a'year j but *he witncls Ivtitvf^ 
nothing of facb. a > he k;new 

only that one of them h.ui an allow* 
ance: of 50,000 rupees a-year out of a 

Jaghhe , „ . 

Mr. Young^ ivas called.^ He 

had been a member of the Frovinciai, 
Board of Kevenue .at Patna. He Ijcncw 
Kellcram, and did not think thiit the 
referved rent upon the teafe win fo 
low, that he could have affordeid to 
give Mr. Haftings 40,oool. ftevli.ftgby 
way of fine for the leaie. . 

[We have already informed oiir 
readers, that Mr. Haftings had ad¬ 
mitted the receipt of this lum, m hica 
he faid he tud taken for the Com¬ 
pany’s life.] ^ 

He was a Iked if he b^d ever ba;d any 
cpr.veiTation v/itli Mr-Hthe 
fubjea of Kclkram, and the lea'ff; 
m -ide to liim of ibe revenues of ISahar^ 
He replied, that he had had a ccKnvtr- 
fation once with Mr., Haftiugs o^ that 
fubjea, at CaU'uU?.. 

Mr. Anfiruther defired that he y,^o\M 
ft ate to the Court the fubftance iof 
as accurately as hevcould. 

Mr. Young faid, that Mr. 
having informed him that be had 
agi'ced, or vv.'is about to aj?ree, tf^^) farwi 
the rtvenue of Bahar to Keberani, he 
iaiij he wondered that he Ibould ’think, 
of farming it to fuch a man, forj, from 
what heknew of him, he was the laff 
perfon to whom he ought l;o i,Tant a 
kafe of it^ to this Mr. Haftings ^;e- 
plied, that he himfelf thought; better 
of ICelteram. , . 

Heic Mr. Law interpofed, afiid ob¬ 
jected to the admiffibility of th is con.*^ 
verfation as evidence, becaiife it was 
clear that it turned upon the 
of Kelkram, which their Lordihips, 
by their kft decifion, had declared was 
not in charge. - 

But the Lord Chancellor obferving 
that this converfaiion relating exprefs- 
ly to Kdlcranu and to the kafe made 
to him, which it was in cjiajge had 
been corruptly granted, he did not fee 
how the objet^ion could lie j Mr. Law 
thought proper to waive it. 

Mr.Young then proceeded—Ke faid, 
that in reply to Mr. Haftings he mack 
uk of the following words^ or others 
to the fame tffea 5 “ i have known 
Kclkram five or fix years; it i* from 
‘‘ mat 
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itlowleilge I have formed the 


have given of him ; and an 


formed I cannot give 


Mr. Anftrvither then afkcdj What 
was the duty of the Dezvaft ? Mr. 
Yohng fiid, that the Dewaa was to 
clic'ck and contronl the Farmer Genc- 
rai of the Kcverme, and prevent him 
from plundering or opprcffing the 
people. 

It. was afterwrirds proved that the 
t>fhc!e of Dewan was aboHfhed in Bahar 5 
or, what was the fame thing* that it vvas 
bellowed on the Farmer General* who 
was thus abfurdly appointed to check 
and contronl himfelf- 

M'r. Auflruther afked what was the 
impi’cffiott which this appointment 
made upon the people of the province 
at lai*ge. 

Mr. Young fivid, they heard it with 
terror and difmay. 

After the anjwer was given, Mr. 
Law objected to the qu^jiion^ the 
witnefs, he could aniwer only 

for himfelf, not for a whole pro¬ 
vince. 

Mr. Fox raid, that nothing v/as more 
common in a court of law, than the 
pra^iice of giving in evidence the 
gcutisal fenfe of the country or neigh¬ 
bourhood i and no one could more 
proprrly ttate what w^is, or had been 
the lirnfe of a conntry, than a perfon 
who had long relided in it; and had 
been in a fitihition that tnabled him to 
karrr the general opinion of 

Mr.I^avv (landing to his objedllon, 
their Lordfidps returned to their own 
HoulW and having put a quettion on 
this oafe to the Judges, which they re** 
rjuTtd time to anfvver, the Houfe 
jwijourficd the further proceedings in 
the IVul to Thiufday next. 


Sixty-First Day- 
7'hvrsday, April 
A?>foon as the Court was featfd, and 
the prifoner h td been brought to the 
liar, the Lord Chancellor informed t'he 
M^nagerfi> that the Hfuife had re- 
folvtrd that it vras not competent to 
the Managers to put the queftion, 
<* What was the fenfe or opinioB of 
the people of the country in general, 
« wberi they heard that the revenue 
had been* farmed to Kclleram and 
CuHian Sing'’—fuch qiietlion not 
being applicable to thft 6th Article of 
the Charge. 
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Mr. Fox took occafiort, on ficann 
this decifion, again to lament that the 
Managers were put into a fuuation,^ 
in which no party whatever, in any 
other Court in the kingdom, whether 
as plaintiff or defendant, profccutor 
or profeented, had ever flood—for 
they were called upon to govern their 
conduft by decifiona, the principles of 
which were wholly unknown to them * 
all that was communicatcti to them was 
the bare naked determination of their 
LortUhips j hut the principles on which 
it was founded, and which alone could 
be rules of cond«£l to the Managers,- 
the Houfe had not condefeended to 
communicate; and therefore, if here¬ 
after the Managers fhould offer evi¬ 
dence which fiiould appear to their 
Lordfhips to be inadmiffibk, afccording 
to principles known to themfelves, 
but not communicated to the Mana¬ 
gers, their Lordibips, be hoped, W'^ould 
not think that the Commons were to* 
blame; for they certainly Would not 
give the Court the trouble of deciding 
a fecond time upon any one fpecies 
of evidence, if they knew the ground® 
on which any decifion in one teafe was 
founded, that would attach upow 
another coming under the feme de- 
feriptioR. 

He begged leave alfo to ©bferve, thaf 
when their Lordflaips came to the refo- 
lotion juft communicated by the noble 
and learned Lord, they feemed to 
have miftiiken one point, for they 
reje^fed the evidence as inapplicable to 
the 6th Article of the Charge ; bst 
it was certainly applicable to the 7th# 
which was then under conOdcratioo 
as well as the 6th. 

Many more obfervations were made 
by Mr. Fox and Mr. Burke on this 
head, and nearly to the fame purport.^ 

Mr. Anftruther then refurned the 
examination of Mr. Young. He alkedt 
the witnefs, Whether he knew of c'.ny, 
and what effcjfts, that had b^^en pro¬ 
duced in the country by the appoint¬ 
ment of KcUcram ^ 

Mr. Law objected to the queftion * 
be faid, this was an attempt to intro¬ 
duce, in a new flupe, what their 
Lordfidps had rtLlved to be inad- 
miffible as evidence. The effeifts of 
the appointment, whatever they might 
be, were not ipecified in the charge, 
and therefore the Managers could wot 
give them in evidence- 

'rhfs produced a long argtjment, in 
which the objedli«i>n was ttrongly 
combated 
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It5aie(i tjy Mr. Fox, Mr. ^urke, and 
Wyndham. 

Ti^ty contended that tliey were ert- 
jtitled to give iw evidence every drcunrt-- 
ttance that could In any degree eftablilh 
a p\'oV*f of guilt, or fiiew its enotifiity 
and aggravation* That in fome caibs 
It was by circiirojflaric,e 3 onlyi that an 
a 8 : in Ufelf harnakia or indifferent 
becarhe criminaU-'^The bAre abolition 
of one Board of Revenue, and the 
cftablifhment of another, were not iri 
thcmfelveB crioiinai a 6 ls J biit if it 
fhrtuld appear that they been done 
from corrupt motives, and in confe- 
tjuence of a bribe, then they might 
truly be faid tb be criminal* hut the 
crime cotild He proved only by evk 
cience of thofe circumftances, from 
which corrupt motives fcoiild and 
Ibtight to. be inferred \ this would 
^ippear ftrikittgly iri a cafe of hbrnicicle* 
if evidence of mtiti'tfd vvas Ihtit out^ 
and none received but that of the bare 
ad of/ay%, then might a man bfc 
put to death for a homicide not only- 
toot mAliciohs, blit abfoluiely julH-.. 
ifiable. 

In foinc coifed, giiUt mi^ht bfe m- 
ferrt'd from two a89, tieither of whicb^ 
taken feparatcly, couM be confidercd 
as involving guilt.-^To appoint a mah 
St judges waji not a crime j—to re 7 
ceive A pfefent was nbt a crime s but 
if, by any dreumdances, thefe two 
adLS coiild be coiipkd together, and it 
could be made to appear that one was 
the canfe of the otheri then the ap¬ 
pointment, which in itfelf appeared to 
be innocent, mult be conlidered aS 
criminal, by being confidert-d as the 
fcfeift of a bribe- The corn^pi/dny 
then, was what conftituted the crime | 
but how could it be proved, if the 
evidence of thofe cifcutnlbnces was 
io be ihut outi by which alone two 
adtsi in themiclves innocint when 
Viewed finglyj could,' on being coupledi 
be deemed criminal ? 

After the Managers had argued lon^ 
and ably on the fub}e 6 l, they faid they 
would not give the Houk the trouble 
of leaving the Hall to debate upon 
this queflion, if they could find that 
their Lordfhips confidercd it as already 
deckled. 

I,ord Stanhope, adverting to what 
Fox had faid at the outfeti faid, 
that the principles oo which the de- 
CifioflS of their Lofdftiips were fouud- 
td, might, in bis opinion, colle 8 cd 
from the manner in Which thofe de- 
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cilious were communicated^ On^ 
them dated that no evidence was to I 
admitted of the unfitnefs of KeUcram s 
but it did not liop there, it went 
further, and dated the reafon, n.amely* 
the unfiinefa of Kdleram not being 
charged* . . 

The laft decifioh determined, that 
ho evideUeb of thfe tipiuion of the 
people re(pc 8 in^ the appoincment of 
Kelltkam iliould be received j and the 
reafon W'<as irnmediately ikyoinecl,-^ 
becaufe it was nbt applicable to the 
iSth Article of Charged 

Thi^ produced fornC fijftheir obfer* 
vations froru the Managers 5 bat> 
colle^iug from forab appearances that 
the fenfe of the HbUfe was againft the 
quefiion refpe^ing the efiefts of Kelk- 
ram's appointments Uie Managers gave 
dp. , 

Mr. Abftruther then {>j 6 ceccied to 
examine Mr. Young relative to Ounga 
Govind Sing, iybo> on the fvrpprefiioa 
of the Provincial Committees of Rcr 
veflue, was by JMr: HalUngs conftituted* 
i)ewan to the General Board of Rc- 
Vennei with a jurifdi^ioii that ex¬ 
tended to eVefy part of the Revenue 
of Bengal. 

Frorii the evidence of Mr. Youngy 
it appeared thvU Gunga Govind Sing 
was confidered, both by the nativcj*. 
and Europeans, as a bian of ViiRT 
BAD cKARACTEJt ; that his office of 
Hewan gave him great power and 
authority oyer the people j that from 
the cbnititiuion of the new Board of 
Revenue, both the Hewam and the 
Board were more inumediately depen** 
darit lipon the Governor General, thaii 
upon the Governor and Council? 
and that the Detvan had abundantly 
the means of barraffing and opprclling 
the people* 

Mr. AnftrUther having de fired that 
Mr. Young would Rate* whether the 
country had or had not been opprelTed 
by Gunga Govind Sing:^ Mr. L.'tw 
interpofed, arid faid, that no evidence 
of si^s pf oppfefilnn ought to be ad¬ 
mitted j became opprcflion waji not 
charged in the Article. Xt was trucy 
indeed, that at the end of it the 
Commons had faid, to the great 
oppreffion and injury of the faid 
people,;’* but thefe words rauft be 
confidered as inferences of law, and not 
fubjUnti^e charges, and precifcly in the 
nature of thefe words in indidlmcnts, 
“ contrary to the Peace of our Lord 
the Ring, his Crown, and Dignity.'* 
D 
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Ictics had ever been admitted 
fpoati mfuppDrt of ebefe words, 
were inferences of law ; imr 
^ it any evidence to be admitttd in 
fnpport of the general vvord.iV “ to 
^Vthe oppreflion and injury of the 

pieople/’ which, like the others, 
were only inferences of law« 

' This produced another long argix-* 
ment. 

Mn Burke itrifted that the W’orcls 
meant to charge fubftantive ae>« of 
opprefTion; he ridiculed the attempt of 
the Counfel to metarnorphofe them 
kto mere i?{ferenct:s of Imo ^—To lie a 
father and fon together, and I'coiirge 
them criidly, was m i?iftrence of hw 
—To force people’s money from them 
by tdrturefl of every kind, was an 
ujftrence of law> — Tq da the motl 
lavage adljr, was 'iiXi 'mf^rt:nce of law* 

Mr. Pox contended that there was 
no analogy between the words in the 
charge flating the infuries and oppref- 
fions fuftained by the natives, and the 
words, “ contrary to the King’s peace, 
‘* his Crown, an 1 Dignity.’*—If no 
evidence had ever been admitted to 
prove that an was contrary to the 
Peace, Crown, ant) Dignity of the 
King, it wis becaufe the a(fl itfelf 
implied it; in a ch^,rge of treafon, 
murder, or any fpc-cies of felony, 
it Was fufficieiit to prove the adt of 
.treafon or felony, for it follbwed of 
coutfe, that if the a^: had ever taken 
place, it was in its nature comi ary to 
the Peace, Crown, and Dignity of the 
King.. 

But w^hen the appointment of Ounga 
Govind Sing was proved, the proof-of 
the appointment could not k-i a proof 
of the oppre-filons i becaufe, legally 
fpeakirjg, oppreflion could not be in¬ 
ferred from a mere appointment. 

^ Mr. Fox then viewed the;<)bjeaion 
tn another light. He contended, 
that the Commons of Great Britain 
were not, according to the ufages of 
the High Court of ParUament, bound 
to fUte their charges with the fame 
preci/ion, to which fpecial pleaders 
were bound in the Courts below: the 
Commons were, in the language of 
the conftitudon of Parliament, plain 
iirfettered laytnenf and not bound by 
forme of which the conftitution con- 
fidcred them as wholly ignorant: and 
he contended that he fpakc found law, 
when he maintained th.it a want of 
form which would , vitiate an in- 
didment in the Courts below, could 


not be pleaded in the High Court o 
Parliament, cither in bar to an im 
p achoicnt, or to Unit out any evi¬ 
dence offered by the Conrimons in 
fupport of their charge.^ 

He fupported his opinion by the au¬ 
thority of Sir Kobtrt Wslpolc-, and the 
Attorney General Northey, who 
maintained the fame, when as Mana- 
,gers they conducted the profecution of 
Lord Winton. 

The charge fentup by the Commons 
on that occahon did not ftt forth 
on m>h£it (lay the treafon of which that 
noble Lord was accufed had been 
committed Such an omiffion would 
have proved fatal to an indictment in 
the Courts below ; and the Counfel 
for Lord Winton endeavoured to avail 
themftlvts of it in arreft of judgment? 
Sir Robert W’alpole, who, whatever 
people might think of himasaMiut- 
ftcr, was allowed even by his enemies 
to be extremely well verfed in the law 
OF Parliament, refilled the motion 
in arreft of judgment, as did alfo his 
fellow Maaigtr Northey, the then 
Attorney General (whofe arguments 
on this po.nt Mr. Fox read from the 
State Trials), on this precife ground, 
that the Commons of Great Britain 
were not bound to be fpecial pleaders ; 
and that fubftantial iuftice was not to 
be evaded, merely becaufe they.^vere 
not vevft'd in all technical exprcfiions 
and forms of lav\'. 

On that occafjon the Houfe of Lords 
took the opinion of the Judges, and, 
though it appeared to be in favour of 
the.arreft of judgment, the Houfe de¬ 
cided in favour of the dodrine 
maintained by Sir Robert Walpole, 
and refufed to arreft the jutigment- 
Tbis cafe, Mr. Fox obferved, was the 
ftronger, as the judgment to be pafTcd 
upon Lord Winton, and which ac^tually 
did pafi, was a judgment’bf death* 

The three Counltl for Mr. Haftings 
fupported the oh}K S.\or\ feriatim, and 
Mr. Fox replied to them. 

A quefiion was then taken dowm by 
the Lord Chancellor upon this object 
tion for the decifioii of the Houfe; and 
the Lords adjourned the Courti, 
it being then a quarter before fix 
o'clock. 


SixTY-SEcoND Day. 
Tuesday, May 4. 

This day, the Court being feated, 
and the prifoner appearing at the B.ar, 
the Lord Chancellor reported to the 
Managers 
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i[gcrs arid tlhe Connftl for the 
,hi’r,i the opinion of the Ihnife on- 
q?K ition put to Mr. Young cn 
l.d\, viz. “ Whether the 
opp-TOions felt hy the people were 
«* yr:;tter under the new of 

Revenue eftalvUn'itd by Mr. Hafluigs, 
or under iho old One V* 

The Lord ChAocellor fnfnrmed the 
parlies eoneerntd} th it their Lotd- 
fliip' had lefolved that it v/as noi 
competent to the Managers to put tins 
qin flion. 

Mr- Biu l?e» upon this^ obferved, that 
he mud to their Lordfijips’ 

decifioa, but he never could acquiefce 
in it* 

Pie defired that Mr. YoUng Oiould 
be again called*, and the wilncls 
appearing, Mr. Burke defired that be 
might he afkccb whether he had heard 
that any rnmney had h^eu given by 
Kclkram and Ciiikan Sing to Mr. 
Hafijugs* 

Mr* Law objected to the quefiuin; 
be Lid that hearfay evidence could not 
be admitted againjt his client; 

Mr. Burke inillted that it could ; 
and if it was' nect lLry^ he would Rate 
his reaibus in proof of this poblion. 

Mr* Law defired that he would (late 
bow the evidence would apply, before 
the witnefs (hould give an arjfwer to the 
qiieftion. 

Mr. Biutce faid, that, finding new 
principles of law laid down, which 
in his opinion lendrd to overturn the 
efiablilbed rules of juftice, he would 
m:ik« a ft uid wheie be then was, in 
favour of thofe rules, and refufe to do 
what' the learned Genlkn)/*^ required. 

The rules yf evidence did not oblige 
him, before he brought forward any 
piece of evidence, to ftievv how it 
would apply i and if he had hitherto 
done this, it wavS not becojfe he was 
bound to do it, but becawfe he wifiied 
that the Court might be fully appriJtcd 
before “hand of the naiure and teu" 
dency of every article of evidence; 
be would not, however, purfue that 
line of proceed>ng, if he w is told by 
the Counfcl that he tfiujl puvfiie it* 

In the part of the Charge upon 
which he then was, evidence 

was ol the utmoft importance, becaule 
jt Iboiiid be made to appear, that no 
knowledge of [he receipt of inariy 
large furns of money, by Mr* l-Jaftings, 
ever couM hai/e been acquired, if it 
had not been forruinours and hcarfays^ 


The rumours, ivhicb began to gf' 
general, that Mr. Haftingshad reem ^ 
privattly and. .corruptly many large 
had had fuch an effed upon 
M . Haftmgs, that ue tiKti difebded 
the receipt of thofe fums, which, bad it 
not been for thefe reports, he 
have kept for his own private ufe. 
By tbefe runaours, therefore, it was 
that tr»cfe concealed turns had been 
brought to light; and therefore thefe 
rumours, well proved, became good 
and legal evidence. 

Mr. Law laid, that no proof coiikl be 
adduced that any firm of money had 
been concealed by Mr. Haftings, ai 
fuch concealment formed no part of the 
Charge againft him. 

Mr* Burke with fome warmth re¬ 
plied, that thefe objetTons ffioidd 
avail the learned Counfcl nothing } 
for he would U'pt give up his point, 
bur, like Lieut. Riou, he would fticlc 
to his c ule while he had a fingk’ plank 
to fuppori him. He contended, that 
concealment was in charge againffe 
Mr. Hafiingsi and that though his 
Counfel thought proper to deny it 
then, he had not thought of denying it 
when he drew up hi$ clf^‘nt'''3 anfwcrs 
to the different charges; for ia hia 
anfwer to the prefent charge^ be ad¬ 
mitted that concealment was in cbarge,» 
and he denied that he had concealed 
any fum or fuma of money* Upon 
this the MaiiiJgers and the prifoner 
had joined iiTiie) but no\y the learned 
Ceur.frl would difavow what he had 
admitted in his pleadings. 

Mr. Law replied, that it was of no 
conLquence wh?:c he had or had not 
admitted in his anlwers. All that he 
had to conlider was^ what was in charge 
agninft his client. 

The concealment of fums of money 
certainly was not in charge;.it wa3 
to be found only in the concluding 
fwet ping claufe of the artkde, in that 
place where it muft he coubdered as 
an inference of law, and not a$ a 
matter of charge 

'"'Mr. Fox confidcred the evidence of 
rumours as (lri< 5 fly legal and admdfible 
in the prdVnc^cafe. It wa»evident that 
the defendant was;, charged with the 
corrupt receipt of feveral Aims of 
money.—^Tbere cotdd not he's better 
p( flible proof of corruption in the re-* 
ceipt, than thr concealment of the Turns, 
received : and if the difeovery of the 
receipt was ma^e the rumour*. 
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to fprcadl» and not he font the ru¬ 
'd ought to be the more rerjJily 
ted in cvidence> as the difcovery 
he conhdered as the confequerjce 
effect of thefe’yej*y i una :nirs. 
therefore, though the iVlauagers fiiouJd 
not have char^^' d the Defendtr^t v^rith 
bavingj concealed money, ftill proofs 
of the concealment nnight and opght 
to be admitted, becaufc the conceal- 
•Tnent was of itlVlf cyidti-nce of the 
ih-ongffi: kind that the Aims concealed 
had bren corruptly received ; and the 
corrupt, receipt Fas ^nqueflianably in 
fjharge- 

^ Mr. Law faid, that in this point of 
view rumours might become evidence* 

The qii'eftion was then put ip this 
way.—The dates of Mr, Haltiugs’s 
letter, for U wa,!? written at different 
periods, in which he dlfclofed the re¬ 
ceipt of thofe Aims, having been flated 
to the witnefs, he Vv'as a%ecf| whether, 
prior to any qf' ihefe d^tes, he had 
heard rumours that Mr, Haflings had 
received Anns of a:pne}\frorn 
and Cullcan §ii)g. 

Ills arifwer was, that he had heard 
-rumours to that effe<fl, prior to any pf 
the dates that had been mentioned to 
him j and the rumours vt'erc very ge¬ 
neral 

He was aAced in a crofs-examipation, 
by Mr. Plomcr, of Coi,udel for Mr. 
Ihiftings, whether he had not on a 
former occafion (aid, that he condemn* 
cci tr.e eftabli(liiTient of the New JReve- 
nue Bo^i4 Hallings, bccaufe if: 

was injunous to his own priyate in- 
yereft. He anfvverecl, thaf he pon- 
demned it both as injuriops to bis own 
private intcreft, ^nd to that of the Bait 
Xiidi v Company. 

Mr. David Andeffon was next call¬ 
ed. He Apd he had been appointed 
Preficienji of the New Kevenue Board 
eftabh/hed by Mr. Haffjqgs; that in 
the rpacc pf years he had not at¬ 
tended the Board, or difebarged fhe 
duties of Prefidenf for more than fix 
weeks of two months, having been em¬ 
ployed by ^r. Hayings in other qiiar-* 
ters; but th^t during the w'hole time, 
be b id received his falary ju(l as if he 
had donp the duties of his office. He 
had heard pf reports, which were 
pretty ge.nc/ d thrpugh the country, 
jhat 'i^pro of money hnd been received 
by Mr. Haffings from Kelleram and 
f udeaii Sing ; and he at laft thought 
ji proper to mptijori thofe r<:‘p0|:t3 to 
Gentlefnan 5 andi fiqfyvithltanding 


his intimacy wifb hlmj, H wa* w\a 
fome embarrafiment that he a£>uail|r 
informed him that rumours of this 
fure were in circiilaticn.—Mr. Hnlt- 
ings fnid to him in anfwer, “ Qivc 
ypurft If no trouble about thofe things | 
tor whatever fiirns I may have receiv¬ 
ed, I have accoutited for them with 
the. Company.’’ 

Mr, Anderfon being afked if the 
w^boie of the landed revenue of Bengal 
had not been under the controul or ju^ 
rirdictioa of the Board of Keveinie, of 
which he was Prebdentj anfweied in 
the affirmative. He was then afked, 
whttbtT if any fum bad been received 
as landfed revenue for the ufe of th^ 
Compapy, it ought pot to have paffed 
through thij'haijda of the Commiffion- 
ets of the Revenue. hfisanVerwas 
in the affirinUiye.—IJe ivas then afke4 
if the Board Uiid ever received any in^ 
tiniatipn of the receipt of a large funi 
of money, paid by Kelleram and Cul- 
lean bing, which was r»t>t a part of the 
fum which thpy were bound by their 
Icnfe to pay annually ? He anfvfered 
this queftion in the n^gatlye. He cn* 
deaysured here to eflabli^ a chftindboq 
between public revenue’, which muffc 
be known to the Revenue ]^oard, ana 
a pri^^aie revenue, or which the lioardl 
nv.pht know nothing, and which might 
be'hnown only to the party paying* 
^nd to the Governor and poupcil. 

He was then ;ifked, in confequence 
of this diftinfVion, whether it was poAr 
Able (or |iim fix ^he public revenue 
that the farmer was to. pay annuaUy| 
if he unacquainted w'ith the pri¬ 
vate revenue, which by a private agree^ 
mejot unknown to the Board, ana 
known only to the Governor an4 
Council, the farmer was to pay. 
acknowledged thqf it was not po-ffible. 
He was aiked whether, if vviacquaint- 
ed with the circtirnffance of the farm¬ 
er's being bound to pay a p} l*mfe^ 
/y, over and above what he was to pay 
puhlicfix the Board could deroiuid the 
real value of the lapd, without ruining 
the farmer. 

The Lord Chancellor faid, it w^as un- 
necefAry to put this qucltion, for if 
clearly anfwered itfclf. 

TheManag'erg in’opening the charges. 
|jad Add, that Mr. Hn/tinp did not 
trutl his moft confuipiial frienef^ 
with the knowdedge of his having re¬ 
ceived bribes j and that if be truftpd 
fome of them, he to6k care not to le.t 
any oiie of them know (lU that .yaa to 
'1 \ ‘ ^ . 




known on ihat head j he trufted 
ia; witii one fecrct relative to hb re-* 
of money, and others v^ith 

To prove this> the Managers aiked 
Mr. Andei'fon, if he was in the con ft- 
jcknce of Mr. Ha flings when he was in 
India? His anfvvcr was, that he had 
jreafon to believe he was greatly'in his 
confidence. 

After this they allied him, if Mr, 
Jiaftings had told btm that he had re* 
ccived a fum of money from NobkifTen ? 
He anfwered in the negative. 

He was alkedt if Mr. Haftings had 
told him that be had received a fum of 
^8^000 rupees from Niindo Loll ? Aa- 
fwered in the negative. 

Whether he had told him that he 
i)ad received loojOool. from the Vizier 
iNabob of Oiide.—This qucllion was 
alfo anfwered in the negative. The 
wituefs admitted that he was at Chu- 
nar when this large fum was given, but 
fiill Mr, Haftings had not given him 
any intimation of it, though he was fo 
much in his confidence, and was Pre- 
lident of the Revenue Board. 

The witnefs .had heard from report 
of the receipt of thefe various Aims, 
and that the fum given by Nobkifien 
amounted to four lacks of rupees (con* 
jfiderably above 40,oool.) 

Hefaid he believed Mr. Hafiingahad 
jiiade Mr. Crofts, who was a Member 
pf the Revenue Board, acquainted with 
the receipt of thofe fevcral futns^ though 
pe had kept ihem from the knowledge 
pf the witnefs. 

With the examination of Mr. An- 
derfon the bufinefs dofed for this day* 
fji'he Lords adjourned at five o’clock. 



SiXTY-THt»t> Day. 

‘ Tuesday, May IX, 

Mr. p. Auderfon was again called, 
pnd underwent a long examination, 
coTidufted by %lr. Law^ one of the 
pefendant^s Counfel. 

* Having been afked by the Counfel, 
what was, in fiis opinion, the general 
charaiflcrof Giinga Goyind Sing? the 
^^vitnefs replied, that he confidered him 
%o be a man pf good character j but he 
added, at the fame time, that there 
were many perfons yvhq thought ditV 
jferently of the man- 

The Counfel haying epmined him 
refpedmg the ilate of the Eaft India 
fcotnpany'ij affairs at the time when 
Mr. ipfiings received three lacks of 
rppeca froip l^eljeratn, ?yjr. 4n^4.effcn 


faid that it waa undcrl^ood tl 
forvxnda de confederacy or genera^ 
li.ince of the native powers, ar 
time, threatened the fafety of the 
Company’s provinces, an -1 m general 
of the Briti/h intereft in India: that 
the Rajah of Eerar, a p.arty to this aU 
liaisce, had rklually Cent an army to 
take poft in the only road through 
which the Company’s fo'ces could ad* 
vance to the. Northern Circars; that 
three lacks having been font to the Ra.. 
jah, his force.s had been drawn off, and 
the only obftacle to the mart.4 of the 
Biitilh forces being thus removed, they 
had advanced to the place of their def* 
tination. 

On being examined to the general 
character of Mr. Hnftings in India* 
and particularly as to the opinion 
which was generally entertained there 
of his humanity and dinnierefitducfs* 
he faid he believed he might venture 
to fay/with great confidence, that ex* 
cept fotne few iiidividuaU Who were 
adherents to party, or had fuffcTed per* 
fonal difappoiotment., all the inbabiu 
ants of India, as well natives as Eu* 
rupcans, entertained the higheft opi* 
nion of Mr. Haftings, and confiderid 
him as a man eminently humane and 
difinterefieeJ. 

On a crofa'-examination by the Ma¬ 
nagers, Mr. Ande/fou faid he could 
not, of his own knmuled^ey fay that the 
general alliance or confederacy of 
which be had ju!> made mention, had 
ever had any exigence in reality { that 
the forces belonging to the Kajah of 
Berar had not committed, any hoftili- 
ties againR the English, except fornc 
trifling depredations committed by a 
fmdl predatory party, upon whom 
their Commander promifed to exercife 
^he moft rigorous juftice. 

The witnefs having faid that the Be* 
rar forces had pofted thtmfelves on the 
only road by which an army could pafi 
on its way to the Northern Cirears, the 
Managers wiflied t0 know whether he 
was fo much of a foldierasto be able to 
know whether this was, in point of 
fa^I, the only road by which an army 
could advance to thofe Circars: they 
therefore afked him if he was a militn^ 
man. Hia anfwer was, ** that he 
moft certainly was not, though he had 
been twa years in the militia*"* This 
high compliment to the military charae- 
Ur of the militia, raifed a loud laugh in 
every part of the ball. Many ol the 
Eecfc;lics joined l^c^irtily ip it> looking 





fered wronj?, and who, fmarting 
it,-appeared in the light ot' private prc|p 
iVeutars. 'rhey vs'ouid not theieforc 
fufirr the Gounit'l to tel! them that 4 
tviffiels might Ik aitrapped by them. 
When a perfon in fir tiitterent; ircum« 
liaHccs IVorn thofc oh the pi t-lcn-t de-* 
fciidant-—when (He Ko’.' of Matiedes- 
flood .+t tht'ir Gordfliips Bar> on 
an impeach me nt broui^ht by the Com ^ 
mens, h; v( :;ttirod to drop atj expref-^ 
fion wnich ictmtfl to inlinyate, that 
the Managers would ehfhare nr 6 n 1 rap 
a wrinefs; upoi' ihi$ all the Mail^igcrs 
feriafim rolV. and fieciartd, tha; t^.ey 
woulJ not fuff<r fucb language from 
the noh e Eul, becaufe it could not, 
and ih\‘uld not be rupf-’ored, tl:at they 
h;io any other obje(!;il ii: vie w rhiui juf- 
rie- to t-he defendant, aa well as lo^he 
Pubiit.. ,h was on puhb-c.grounds only 
they itood forward to profecute, and 
not from any private modve, pirjne, or 
refentrnrnt ; ,ind therefore it IhotiUi not 
Were tak^n from a paper drawn up by4 b^ iniinuded that they vsere capable of 


jat ^ll?J fime time at the noble judge s in 
ly of the Court, nf) ny ot whonT 
militia cotkadtu as iittk-ftained 
holtile gorr, i f tite witneffi was 
incumbered with tmliary knowledge 
by tvvi» year.‘ fervicf hi tiie rojidii. 

He V'-a afke:', If he wag not a parli* 
cuhii fnend -.)f Mr. Hjft.ngs ? He faid 
be had always conude: ed himrdf lit 
that light. 

Tlu; Manag 'Vs, arlve'rt iug to the good 
chara^b’r who h flit;: witnefs'h,(d givtn 
to Ounga Govimi Sifg, afk^d if he 
tlMUJght.this ch ua.i'cr of that man was 
a o 'e—that though ev; ry one 
fpoke ill of hirn^ no one had vrntured 
to difpute h'P ab'l'tii.'s ? ’ 

Mr. Anderfon fai l, he did not think 
this a. true ch tra^fler of Gunga G;iv.‘nd 
Sing, for he did not believe that every 
one <Hd fpeak ill of h:m. ' 

Unfot iun.tttiy, the words containing 
the ciiaradt'.r on which the Managers 
afcd for the opiDion of the wirneis, 


Mr. \ it w,ia the objc<^f of the 

Ivl^rwigcfS to fliev/tnat Mr« H dnngs 
and his puticular friend Mr. Anderlon 
dHfrrcd w'idely in their opinion of 
Gunga Govind Sing. 

The Managers wdfh^’d then to know 
whether the witntdV had ever brand of 
another fum of money privately re¬ 
ceived by Mr. H ftingr^, befuks the 
three lacks which he had already mtn- 
lionrcl. His anfwer vyu", that he had 
no recolleddion of having beard of any 
other Turn fo received by Nlr Haftings. 

Mr. Burke laid he would, for. the 
purpofe of' refreihing the iv eitu'iry of 
the vvitntk, read him a pafTige from 
eximinaribn which he ban undtr^ 
gone before life Committee of Ma¬ 
nagers. 

Mr. Law obf<'rved that this examina¬ 
tion was not iupriur; .^id asthe Cowofel 
for the deteridant could have no acce fs 
to it, it would be proprr th U the 
of it d.ould he read tn the witnef', as' 
a partial ieledliow from 5^ might entrap 
him. 

Mr. Burke, hearing the worddntrapt 
took fire, and (aid it conveyed an niii- 
nuacion which was not to be borne* 
The Con.m(vns never had borne, and 
he triiftcd n^ver would bear, fneh lan¬ 
guage. It was not poifible that they 
could harbour a with to tntrap any 
witnefs—it was inopolTitle tlMt, profe- 
cutingin the behalf of the n itiou, they" 
could feel tfofe rcknlunents which 
were i'o uatuval to thole who had fuf- 


williing to entr.ip a wif'ncfi. What the 
ComtiK'Hr, would net bear from lb great 
a maicas the Bar) of Mac. lesfield, they 
certainly would not bear from the 
Connie) of Mf. H a flings. 

Mr. Law exph-tined himfelf; he Lid 
be did not mean id infinnite that the 
Mmagers wlfhrcj to entrap the wit- 
nefs ; he only meant to fay, that to 
re^d a part of an txamination, without 
' reading the whole, had a tendency 10 
cm rap. 

"ITe witnefs himfelf faid, that he 
wifbed to hear the paper read, with 
which the Hon. Manager wdlhed to re- 
frefi) his memory 5 it vlfas hia duty to 
fpeak the truth, and the whole truth ; 
and if any thing had efcaped his the.* 
mory, which this paper could bring 
back to his recolU ^liun, he wouUl be 
very glad to ftate it to their Lordlbips* 
The iManagers did not prefs the read¬ 
ing of this paper, and Mr. Anderfon 
was informed that t e might y^nthdraw^ 
Peter Moore, Elq. was the next 
witn; f« called. He had been a Mem- 
btr of the provincial Committee of 
Revenue at CAleiitta, and afterwards 
of the Provin'Cid Committee of Revc-.' 
nue at Moorfhedabad ; that When he 
w<t 6 of tlje former, he had an opportu-' 
nity of knowing Gdnga Govind Sing, 
who wasDevvan to the Committee: he 
was a man of a very bad cbara<fterj' 
dettllcd by the Enrdpeans, and dread¬ 
ed by the natives. The fyftem of 
Provincial Coramittees of Revenue, 
abolifhecj 

208 



f 23' 1 


lolinted by Mr. Ha(tings> be confi- 
^ ercd ad much more conducive to the 
due coUe^lion of the revenue, and to 
the preventJon of opprellion, than that 
of a general Committee Rationed at 
Calcutta. HiiJ reat'on for entertaining 
this opinion was, that to collect the re¬ 
venue, and at the fame timie gu md the 
people from the opprtffion of the 
Farmer-General, required a diligent, 
attentive, local contraiif. That by the 
new fyftcm introduced by Mr. Haft- 
iugs, this local controul was removed, 
and the people in the dijlarit provinces 
became a prey to the farmers of the 
revenue, becaufe they could neither 
obtain vedrefs on the I'pot, »r go to 
Calcutta in fearch of it. 

Gtmga Govind Sing, he fa id, had 
been the very rererfe of what a I>ewan 
“ought to have been, and hif* appoint¬ 
ment to this office had been attended 
witn a circunniftanco perfeclifly ntvv in 
the hiftory of the Company’s revenue; 
for his own perfonal fecurity was aU 
that was required of him for the pay¬ 
ment pf his rents. It was a general 
inlllnuTion to all the provincial Com¬ 
mittees of rever^ue, to require ra/Zare- 
ral fecurity frornievery per ion to whom 
they farmed the revenue of any dif- 
tri£l-; and from this inftrudtion there 
had never been a depanure, at lealt as 
far as he had ever heard, whilft thoie. 
Committees were luffcred to exifl! 
He.faid it was a fuhje< 5 t.of converfation 
at every public and private tabic at' 
Calcutta, thai Gunga Govind ^ing had 
given iVlrt Hatt-inga fjt'ur lacka of rupees 
for ihe farm of the' diftridts which the 
Governor General had let Irim. 

Mr. Dallas, of Counfel for the De¬ 
fendant, a Ikrd the witnefs whether he 
had not been difmlffsd from his feat at 
the Board of the Provincial Committee 
of Revenue at Calcutta. 

Mr. Moore faid, that as this qiief- 
tion contained an infinnation levelled 
at his chara< 5 ler and honour, he begged 
their Lord (hips would not require him 
to anfwcr it with a mere ays or «<?, but 
would nave the goodnefs to let him 
give his anfwera little at large. 

He faid, that the Board at which he 
hafi had a feat having had fcveral dif- 
agreements with Gunga Govind Sing, 
complaints were made againil the 
Board; and the Supreme Council h«id 
at -laft refolved to dtveft the Members 
of the Board of their truft; and the'y 
were accordrnely divefted of it: but 

at they bad been clifmiffed or ceniured 





was not trued «nci he had not a 
in his own mind, but that the rcki 
for which the Members had been thuj 
dvvrfttd W'Jis, that Gungi Govind Sing 
he left lo ihe full range of Ms ozok 
uncontrauldd mill' 

He was Iked, who were prtfeht in 
Council when the rtrolutlon was taken 
for divefting the Members of the Re¬ 
venue Board of their trull ? His anfwer 
was—Mr. Haftings, Mr. Barwell, Mr« 
Francis, and Mr. Whelcr. Bui nc 
ynderftood that it had been carried by 
the double vote of Mr. Haitincs, fup** 
ported by that-of Mr. Banvell, iu op- 
pbfition to Mr. Francis and Mr- 
Wheler* 

Being alked how he knew' that, he 
faid he had been fo irifonned immedi¬ 
ately after by Mr, Francis, who told 
him that he fiajJ endeavouted fo put 
the queftion upon the individual me¬ 
rits or dtmerits of each Member frpa- 
rately j but that he had be-sn over¬ 
ruled, and ail the Members were re- 
xnoved —U; was obliquely ir.finuated 
in a queflior. put by the C**anfel for 
Mr. Hallings, that as this information 
related to matterawbiGh had palled iit 
Council, and which ought not to have 
been divulged, Mr. Francis wms efU" 
furable for having divulged them. 

But there was no ground for cenfure 
on Mr. Francis on this head, as ihe 
Council was at the lime fining as a 
Committee of JJ.ercnue, and as fuch 
was ?i\\ open CoinmitJte. 

Mr. Moore Was ad'tcd by the Ma* 
nagers, whether, fubfequent to what 
the CounAl would call his dil'mlfhoo 
from the Provincial Q.,‘mmittee at CaN 
cutta, he had not been, appointed a 
Member of the Pro“. .icial Commiftee 
at iVloorfhedabad ? he faid, he had. 
He was aficed, which of the two fitua- 
tions was the more important, that from 
which he had been removed, or that to 
wdiich he had been afterwards appoint¬ 
ed I He replied that the latter was con- 
bderably more important than the 
former. 

He was alked if Mr. Haftings, in 
any converfation with him, had ever 
paffed any cenfnre upon his condiu^ 
whilll he was a Member of the Cal¬ 
cutta Committee ? The anfwcr wa.s, 
that he never had ; that fo far from it, 
when he waited upon Mr. Haftings to 
t^ke leave picvious to His d^p.nriua‘e to 
enter upon his hew office at Moorffie- 
dabadi that Gentleman, in a very 
good-aatured way, wiilicd him all pof- 

Hole 
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^ ItfCceHi 5 for his mon part hs 
to d^lih>e that Mr. Hafi^rgs 
■ tied' this ns^ a^pohtrnent as a com- 
^cnfat ion for the iofs of his fcaiiniheJad’- 
rpltaCoPtmitteeof Rc^venne^ 'iOhu'h feat he 
hachtaksn front the witiiefs 'without any 
eaufe- 

While the witnefs was^jjjving that 
part of the aiiTwcr which is in Italics, 
the Counfel endeavoured to interrupt 
him j but Mr. Moore, railing his voice, 
was heard, notvvithftanding tlie end^a- 
rours of the Cotinfel to prevent it. 

Here the Counfet complained to the 
Ilotire j ami fai.d, that tlie witnefs v/as 
cfiuch to blame tor railing hi» voice with 
a view' to d row ft that of a Caunfe), 
while he was urging obje^'JVions to the 
<£|uelHori, to which the wstutfs, regard- 
iefs of the ofije^tions, had givta ari an- 
IV'r. 

Toe Managers dIVended the witnef!** 


They fald that the Cotitifcl having: at 
tempted to impeach the i^rcdit of the 
witnefs, hy endeavoCtring to prove, oui 
of his ow» mouth, that he had been 
d if miffed ^totn his iituation, and confe- 
quehtly that be bad done Ibmething 
that wa? had and called f<>»* difmiiBon, 
it was juft that the wicneft /liuuld en¬ 
deavour to defend and, by 

fettmg the matter in its true lights 
viiKiicate his own chara^er. It was' 
as natural for lN^‘oC;EI'^CE to raife 
v6icc and exprefs the indignation it 
felt when an attempt was made to faf- 
ten guili upon it, it was f6r confei- 
ous gndt to be ftlent dnd hang dowh' 
It« bead confounded and abafhed. 

Much fpa^fing took place bet weed 
the ConnfcI and the Managers 5 but* 
finding it was half paft five o’clock, they 
agreed not to prroceed any farther this 
day ; and then the Court adjourned 


After the Commons bsd rdtornedto their hoafe, froYn the befiilefs of this day, thef 
following important motions and debates took place, in eonfciquetice ofaprevioirs iatirnatior!? 
©o a former day from Mr. Burke ; 

Mr. Burke prefaced, ius piomifed motion reCpeamg the-T/ial of Mr; Haftings Vlth rf 
fpecch of extreinc length j in the early part of which he faiJ, that be had bai!! employed Idi^ 
the hft n-n yenrs of his llffi In diligently enquiring ihto the afFairs of India, the Houft: having* 
in its wildom taken, and wife it was in them to take, the proper means to know whether any 
difyrders exifted, and whether any offences had been committed. Afifir much inVeftiga- 
tJon, die Houfe bad thought proper to take two means of remedying them m future : tlid 
by applying regulations for the prevention of further grievances i t!»e other, by infti- 
tilting prciecwtions'for otKocfS by a penal iasv* How far thefe means had prbved fuccefsfuf 
was ncs yetafeertained, iliough he Ihould hope they had fuedeeded in the firit inftance, and 
he u iifted they would in the other, wiien by their pcrfeverane^ and patience they fhould ob- 
friint judgnient agalnft the great delinquent under prolecutron before the Houfe of Lords* 
That the profecution was a proper one, the Houfe had refolved. Whether they viere to 
t ike the proper mean; of rendering it eftfeiftiia}, or whether the opimon formed by them waff 
to be rati tied in another Court of Juftice, was no^ a qweftion to be decided thete. Ic 
was, Mr. Burke faid, m vain to talk of the neceiTtry of bringing a delinquent to publi« 
j'.,(tree •without the proper means were given to da it with effedt. We were goidg to war 
with one of the greats ft Monarchs in Europe. Were they not then to conduct the war of 
t.hs virtue of the Country againft its vices, to pnnilh the pirates and delinquents, and wera 
liioy not to he engaged in a •'^•"ar with an individual who was ore of the greateft of thofe de- 
hnqucr.ts, if 1)6 '^as a delinquent at all > Mr. Burke, after an exordium to this efFedt, faid.^ 
iie had the tertimony of one of the heft and leaft queltienabic witnefies, to prove the fadl 
of grofs nnfmanagenient in our former Government in India, he meant Lord Cornwallis* 
lie then referred to Lord Corniwan)S''s letter, dated March i?., 1789, which was referred tef 
fcy Mr. Francis In the debate Of March and read thofe palTugcs in which Jiia Lordftnp 
Bates his opinion of ths profpeift of prgfperity that he expected tt> arife In confequence of 
the principal Landholders and Traders bemg rf/tortdio the power of fup|;iorting their familicff 
wall decency. Lord Cornwallis, Mr. Burke faid, drew this picture j and he would aftff, if any 
man fuppofed that Loid Cornwallis was charging the defers of his own Government j his’ 
Lovdlhip by the w'O'id reflored m»ft have alindfcd to the former Government, viz. that of 
Wairen Haftings, Efq- Mr. Burke (aid, thvy had that forenoon been in the Hall for the 
(jxty third day, and reckoning three hoars each day, tlv y had fpent one hundred and eighty- 
nine boms there, which was nine hours Idnger than a Commitiee was .'»Howe':l’’to fit in that; 
Uonfe. AtiCi commenting at fome Length upon the time confunned by the Trial, he faid, in 
that time the Hoefe might well exclaim, that fubftantiai jitftiffo ought to haV6 been ob¬ 
tained. Thoie were, it V4as to be renienrihered, three parties in the cauiw j the firft waff 
Mr. Hafiwngs, the next tlie Public, and the iaft the {ilanagimi tUe«ifffltc». The grievance 
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S'srxTV-ToVRtH Pay* 

Tde'sp.av, M.^y iS. 

^IKPICATIOK OF ^zrm MoOREj lift]* 

Mr. Aiiftruther opened tbc burjn.fs 
tlsijs day/by obfervlni^, that An attciiipt 


bavlng been made by tbe Cbimfer 
Mv. biaflir.^s,'at tbe Jail' il!,» ing‘- Of J 
Court, ro the evidence of M 

M >c:'re# by an lofinu/ttion that tVs? ivif-' 
ne^' had b^en (/Ifrwjp'dkom'th^ P. (^vin- 
ciai CouncH, of which he had been a 


fuaaioea by each in confequertce of the Tnal, were to be cmiadered a-'d reheved j hbt firA 
of ,'iil, thoh. of Ml’.M'aAinys j and let them feewhat had beer) the concJb<£i(>f that Cenrkinarn 
On the i;th of February -8^ Mr. HaA’-ngs prefmtM a Fcti{i'>n tufhe Boufe of i.b-ds j 
and Mr.' Buti^e faid, he would admit drat there might be circumAanas of complaint in a 
crirninaloh the very objefl of hl^ trial. Mr. in hiv PotiUot), had fiflt compliubed 

that his Trial had lalkd a. year^ w'hich with regard to tl:e ptriod from its coiTxnencement 
Was true, but not true in the light of a tr'd gobig oh Je dte i/j diem ior a tw'cJvemcnih j Mr,, 
HaAings had mxt complained, that fdven Koblc b6rd'>, bis judges, had deft this world in 
the courfe of nature. That was a circun.rtanc? theManagers ccuM not help, nor bad he 
ever before heard that it wa‘^ among the pi ivileges of Peers of l’arli,:n7 cnc to efcape paying 
the debi, of nature. But neither the Managers imr th.it Hoofs had the poV/er cf preveniing , 
their deal'h, much as tiny mu A regret thar the Nbhit I.ordi flioukl die, uhlcfs^indeeci fuch 
Peers as had Tons ipfucceed to their horoiirs and their yirtxlfS. Mr. Burke liere exercifed 
feme lirtlo pleararkry, -nd'fe to nil u h:» heavd hinf I'.e W'i/lTd a hr ft life .'iod ;< Aiort rfiAl. 
Mr. HaAing.<fiexr, he obferved,, talked <T ‘nswitnclric.s havhig gdne to ihdia. If he h?d let 
tbem.gp there, it Was bi$ own braltj, th^i Managets wdkl net help ir 5 and all he could fisy 
was, that the Trial muft take its cpuTc, and Nanitt rnpA t.a.;e herS hkewire. Kis'ewn 
hfcaltlv, Mr. H'alfingti had nex; Arid, which ? l^ng tvMl ncc in India'had Injured, required 
the btntftt of foreign air, which Ate 'IViaJ deprived him of rh.e opporcunify df tdxing. 1 he ' 
fa<a A'lr. Burke <ltnied j nothing could hinder him frpnu enjoy'tng foreign air, if he would 
fettle with lui nail for that purpose, W.galp, ,Mr. H.iiVrvK!; conjpl..ioed thut he was taken 
out of tuvrank of life, and deprived of ihnfe enjoymehrs oti'er men W%hr conim .nd. Mr. 
BurkeYaid, he covld not believe it. They fuw him at b-dlSy Cpcra,, , plays, rrd alTcmbljes 
[A cry of Od ) !. Mr. Burke laid, be would re-aAvrt the f.'o 5 f in fpite of that which he 
was perfuaded was not,|he Ob of fcnfrbiUty, non did It preceed frem b^nevol nee of mird, 
Bcfhles, wlv.n Mr. HaAings declared that he fJffcircd haidnh'ps. vv.n it' not couipcient to the 
ManAgers for the Commons of Engltnd 10 proye^ the contrary, and th^t he enjoyed all the' 
conyfojts of life, and Oraied in its rafiomU pleafurtj ? F-ong migh: he enjoy ti.cm ! He did 
rot regret lus enjoying them 5 he bad only Tdd, Mt. Hallmgs did erjey them. And Mr. 
Burke believed, if the eafe ct tli« life of, Air. Ha w’erc com|>A(rd with the labour his 
{Mr. B.’aj, it would be IcCn which of the tvyowas b'CA emltkd tdcnm\ lain. Me wjhtd, 
theVefor'e, that Oentkmr n \<ihf> compbined the haidfli’ps Mr. Mayings erdiutd, would 
juAify wiiartltey laid on the fubxtdl, on thtrr k^gs, ihur he might fu.vc an opponuniiy of 
anfwering them. A man upon I is trial, unnoubtedly, could not be quite wt his eafej ft was 
impofbhle fi;dni rtu nattirc of the cafe, anil ro that Mr. j JaA.ings hm lVlf iinpot«^d i: i but hd 
complained of t!)e mode of trial being'fo expenhve, ^frT. bis fortune Jo Imak V/ith regaid 
to his being lb. uA but of his place in common fcclery, he nu.A ;;AVrt that he wi,-.: as,much 
in his piare in commonTook ry as any rnao an otpr them Mr. Buike, In-re reitrred to Mr. 
H.’iA]ng^,’s Petition, a copy cfwhicb he held in bis hand, apd faid, if It were tioe iln^t they 
oepfivecl Mr. HatVings of the meahn oi'hk cxlAerce by th.; ctvnt of the be fbould 

fay they were vioiatipg juAice; but let tht m (be hew T'’e f .ld Aood ? It liad b cn /tafed, 
thdt Mr. HaAingS’s fortune was' under ^orocol. apd that j.jjCi oi. w as fj tp? n the tuft 
Seliion in gcUing the records c. pkd, ard that 2q,occl. more was p rhably Ipent in the next 
SfiAion. if fo, Mr, lUAings couM oot have bread. The coinoxt jV.m' d tha^ the 

niateriak cbA him 5p?bool. wli.it then nmA the fuper(liudiure cr>li him ? A'r. HaAings, 
Mr. Burke faid, had cold Koble f-ord, who was fturincrl at it. tlint he m.fbr judge of his 
expences by the bogle fa<^t, t!i-t copying papers a: the India f/otife alc.nt had edit him three 
ihoulavKl pounds. Mr. Burke declared that h,; had been af the Jnrla Houfe, i^nd defned 
the proper pet'fon to tell him what it had rclt Mr. FaAings ^it tbt Indi i Hi'uk ? whtn he 
was told, «0t o/rj! lOr/.bjV/^, for e.cry tiling was copied for mitM.ng, he alfmcd hhn ; though 
be could not fay but that fome little civility might have been gwen the clerks, Mr, Hu kc 
rearoned on this, and faid, he svculd tairly declare^ that Mr. H dUnjis got neither credit n'>r 
comp:j(\u>n by liat'ng what was net true- ‘I he M.magf rs wi; ? re; :!^ to cr.cr into every 
particular afT.^rted by Mr. HaAmgs in his Petition, and would undertake to difpvove the al- 
Ifrg'ations., Hernuit, ihurtfbte, fay, U was a ferious thing to clur^^ that to jiilbcc, and im* 
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I the finu^tioh t7.is.; For this purpofe Mf 

'omevV hdyy^ gr'>»indjeiy iuuh at in- AnltraUKT deiired that the minuted df 

as tAk'ntc aw iy rhs me -.ng of defence, which w^a;, net fo j and he would afle, Did what 
he hrfd f<uH M‘% f^idinrrs to he worth mure thatu he had afferred ? Fie fea ed theyt 

could prove that, lui \v.\$ worth a great deal more, Hvit whet’ner what he had allcdged was 
true or f'dfe, M . H ulimr.a was enciibd to that juftlce which was doe tolum, and ihoold 
be k'^pr one n cipenr hn'ger in fufp:nce than was un.'tvoidabjy necefiary. He fhould. 
fhout It d"iat Hart'ng^, who Aatecl all the grievances and hard/litps alMged jin hh 
Fr;tition, would have beep gKid if tbc7 Ivtd given him the .opportunity to clear away 
any impu*^ itlon^ and to have refuted any one charge; bvtt that .he rasped, and there- 
iore the ,drertion, tfiat be hv*d pfed every rational rricde of fhorrening the proceeding, was not 
true. Whatever was he bardfhip Mr, Haftings feffered, Mr. Burke oentended, was his 
own, and rot the h.trd/lvip impoiH ©n him by the Managers, There v/ere, he ohferved, 
th'-e^ ways of a man gercing cjd' from a trial t one, hy an honourable acquittal; fecond, by, 
anj and thiiMl , by an efcape by delay and procraBination. The nex; 

fcfr-tfion, Mr. F-Fafftogs had found the buitncri> exceedingly long, .‘nd he came witli another 
cbqidainf, declaring, that he w aW have pleaded Guilty, rather than have undergone what h<i 
had in'damed. Mr. Bufk? commented on this at foirie length, and conu^nded it was 
denily the aim of .Mr. ll^ftings to attempt to efcape by delay and procrartinatlon, and thus^ 
ri the erd, bafB. the Houfe of Lo'ds. Thu Managers otthe profccUtion, Mr Bpikefuid, 

' jiowever '(hey might fail in knowledge of the law, or however they might fail in' dexterity, 
r.p^man, ho believed, would fiy thru they failed in zeal or In exertion. They hnd all thfougli 
t>ien adlu.afed oi':Iy, by H dern : of obtaining public (uflice, ar.d they witlifid ro put fomu 
fpeecly end to the pto/ccution, which had already liTed longer than the longdt Elecidion, 
Crmiriittce. BythecenduT of the Defendant, it was imagined he wuhted to gain time, 
I'hi i vv.vl evident, from every paper that was read being iniliUd on being read at ful) 
length, arid hy^ other fyrwptpms; fo that Mr. Halvings appeared J.ke a fox, who, wheq 
bunted and ;,vu r.j.,fi^ eid;.avovi,r.s m eludo his hounds, and try which has the longd/f. wind, 
Jtir, H'dlh gs the Houfe, tired add fickencd of the bufinefs, would 

abahddin It altogethei'j ho Would fr.l'xnir to'the Tioufe, however, whct.her it would hecomo 
tbrii' d'gnir; fo ad >h that n.anner, and,whether they ought not to flivtw that they had the, 
pV, ^.,T carry on a pr.Tecutiap after they had once timight u a debt due to, 

j il 'K" ‘h,!(it ilvi'.du Ik* 'nfliiuted ; he lubmirtfd it alfo to the c.mfjderation pf'the Houfe, 
whether ()k !):('> niears tk prevent the chicane fo obvicuCy pfatllfed, would not be to let the 
f.ia'^ty kfuiw he hnd r-v hripe': for an cfcape, and that the Home wouldhof be f^pi.h(;d tdl 
j'lftic- wasobtahud. i'o this, the Howfe had to'do two thin^-s : firff, to put’ thi^ 

’ pr- Ku’Ui' M vwlf’^if) a oiaragr Mblc comp-iE jj afid next, by a rerolution ta rkcDre theit they' 
would nor hv", biifFjod. Mr. Burke mentioned ,tl»at Lord Somers, l.ord Haiifax, and fome of 
CU' h. fl .hep, h id hc-cn imp; ached ; .mil he Oaifrd'what the natute of flie proceedings had' 
be<.n ^'<f riv nth'ned alfo tlie aurhqrity ifivr n uf the Managers of the Impeachmenr of Lord 
M.,ccl-.-siirId:i, ■ vipon that he ha/! ch.i'fly'grounded one of hU motion?. ALer aq 

pp.s'o'gy lorh .vipg deuined the floufv long-pthan he really intended, Mr.-Burke read hi$ 
itwo rv!p‘iona ,IS'{..ll.'^vv?,, and then moved t.*.c hr(t ! 

** Ihat thii Hpufe, taking into cojcfider'tion the interruptirns occ.ifioned by the occu« 
p.?tiUpibJ_the judges and the Honfepf Lords, asailb other imyerfiments which have occui rt-d 
H nr m.iy occur in the cbuiTe c:f the Trial of the impe«chm/nt of \V«*rrcn Hayings, Clq, 
<«• dp'h, with.iui meaning to abandon the froth or importance of tlie Charges, authorise the 
M nayers of tlVcr faid Jmp‘'!'>chment to inrifl: only upem fuch and fo m.my of the faid 
*’• Cb tigti at fhall appear to them the moB conducive to the obiaining fpeedy and etfcAual 
<< ja'Vice ig‘irt?!: thr. fdd Warrt n Haftri gs.'' 

t(j, *' t hat C.'m/tons of Oreat„Britaln in Parliament aflemhied, from a regard to 
« tV;r o..^n i'.cn- ur. and from the duty vi'fich they owe to all the Coinmons < t' Great.' 
•“f Bcirain, jp wf ole nauie, as wcjl as in their own, tl-ey aifl to the public profccutjons by 
them carried on befor6 the Houle of Lord■i, 're hooncl to perfevere in their Jmpe.u hment 
avv. tKl Warren Hafiings, Efq, late Go^'ernor General of .Bcng+l, unt.l judgmctii may b^t 
»♦ oirt.drc d'upoh the rnoff'mj>ortart£ .articles in the firpe:’’ , • 

The; C’liK'Tl'flOr of the Exchequer faid, I'.e did nor mean ro go into any difculTion, but he 
th-ni^ht iliC tc.nderiCy of the Motion fo cviilontly leading to the futfh» r uict of public juflice 
and dn* avivar. age of the party accufed, th.ar he fhould conceive there could be nn difFcrencc 
of opniip’’on th':: ruhjc^>. When the proLcucion had been inflituted, nobody imagined it 
^ould h.iveinto ttre kn^th tu which ths Trial had drawn; ^nd every bod/ muA 
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of the Siipreirne Council rt w'Ujid aippe.ir, that Mr. 
oj/Brng il DlouUi be read, from which his-Tuppohrd chUrdni^ betn 


th:Uf unJels fome flep cr other wore takeii, the h-ogth of th? Trial ni OilJiiil he in-lf? , 
‘-'^and |)o0iib]y ihe ends of putiic ju0iee mlglvt be deiraieci. The Ch no^-l^x; 0^ vhe i >quvf 
fp(>ke pf the 0ii)A«jori in which thp Houle ttood, and that it vva<, due to tncir owo boiu of 
that means ihould be taken to give a proceedingcf f'o riaklj iinponance eT«c cy and 
He ihought the fiiM Motion, jhcFcfoiej, pcrf^r^^ly unobjt<i>iF'nabie j aivrf aithougii the I c< r d 
did hot appear to him fo abfoluteiy ntceOary, if the Rijvhc Pfob, Manajur liiought it uutteuai 
that fuch a cieciafation (hould be made, he faW no fi tficieni ground to obje(51: to Ir, 

ThelVIrd'h-r of the Rolls proftlTed he went along with the Right Hon. Gentlem m in eyer/ 
an^urrient that had been urged j but he thought it would be n|Ort* advifeaolc to m ih' '.h« 
Meciodgeneral, and to.follow thiit precifcly which had been adopted In the cafeot Lord 
'<:l«fie]d. Sir Richard re.ad a popy of that Moacn, and though he conferred it was not To 
ably worded as the Right Hon, GcntieiTian's, yvt he conceived ii preferable, as there w;is no 
OCCafion to afifign n reafon, ihe doings of vvhlch would be l.able to comment, iSir Richard 
Concluded with declaring, th,ai it would have fatisfictt his mind more, if the Motion had 
' been general ; 

Mr, SlicfkUn did not fee the. force of the Right Hon. Gentleman’s objc<51ion. Tb.^ dif¬ 
ference of the circimviHnces of the two Impeachments made the'liRmilidn between the 
two Motions fufficiciiiil/ clear, Ii> the Tm{>eachment of \tord Mat desbtld ihe Managers 
^^^'e^e armed with the authority in queibon in the firlt Inflance j it was theielbre unnecyiraiy 
to aTign a reafon.' Tlie Learned Oemkman Orould obferve, that in tlie prellr.t Impeachment 
they had now pahTcd almolt thrto years without obtaining tlieir obiefl. On which Ipewial ac¬ 
count, it'Vi^as nece/Tary to aflign a reafon for giving frcflr authoiiries to the Managers. Nor 
did his Right Hon. Friend’s Motion appear to hhn m any part of it objeflloriabje j it conveyed 
no infinuatjon; for furely the Rating that the Judges were obliged in difeharge of their olibcial 
duty to leave TOwn to attend the Circuits on the AfTixes, was no infmuatioa agalnft them- 

Mri Wtgley complimented the Mv^nagers liighly on their abilities and their zc/d, decHringj 
be had often admired the unabated ardour vyiih which they had returned ip the Charge, after 
a quehion had been decided againfl them ; he muR, however, cbjtdl to the words “ o her, 
Smpcdinnt'nts,' ’ becaufe it tended to impute delay to Mr. Haftings, which he did not thinic 
had been the fail. Mr, Wigley at fome length explained the groundsel his opinion. 

Mr. Fox laid, the Hon . Gentleman feerned to' think the delay imputable to I'ht mhlakefl 
2 calof the Managers. That was not, Mr. Fox fsid, the day to difeufs the conduct of the 
Managers 5 but when that day fliould arrive, he ftiould be happy toenter ipto a juilificaciori 
of their conduT, and to comend with that Learned Gentlemanj^ or any one, or all of the 
Learned Gentlemen of thaTHoufe, that in no one inflance had the Managers put a iqucfiiorii 
which they thought heforchancl would be obje^ed to* He wOuIvi nbt enter in,o a word of 
difo'uiBon thtn^ but he would fay there, what he had faid iporc than once 5n another place, 
that the delay had been owing to the want of publicity in pronouncing the grounds and 
principles of the decifjonsof the Houfe of Lords. That want of publicity was' to be la¬ 
mented, becaufe, i; 0 t knowing the grounds and extent of the principles cn which ihedccu 
films went, it was impofiible for the Managers to know how far the next qatlHons they 
' put might or might not againft thofeprinciplts. 

Mr, Wigiey, in expianution, faid he by no means intended to impute blame to the 
Managers* 

Major Scott the GLi/hry'] fald, ** I rife, Mr. Speaker, not to o0er my fentlments on the 
.Motion before you, but to take iioticeolTomcthlngthat has fallen from the Right Hon. Gentle- 
inan who made it, and I do alTure you that I came into this Houfe with a firm determinatiem 
to take no part whatever In the burrneR of this day, and therefore I fixed myfelf in the gallery^ 
that I might not be tempted to change my purpofe j. but the Right Hon. Gentleman (Mr*, 
Burke) has rendered it abfolutcly impoflible for me to remain liltnr, by hia very extraordinaty 
mifreprcfetitation of two very remarkable circumfiances, 'i he firft is-, his allertion that Mr* 
Haftings cold the Noble Lord, who prefented his Petitiv-n to the Houfeof Lords, tliat he had 
paid three thoufand pounds for copying papers at the India Houfe, that the Gentleman had 
enquired at the India Houfe and found the Rory was falfe, as Mr. Haftings got ail his paper$ 
for ncthing. Sir, I affirm in the fiill place, that Mr-Haltings never faw the Noble L.;rd 
alluded to for many moi.ths before, nor for many monvhi; ..ftcr that Petitirn t<ras preftincd j 
-that Mr> Hailings never had any conveifation with that Noble Lord diiedlly or indiredlly on 
the fubje£)t of his Petition or of his cxpence$ j and I am fure the Right Hon Gentleman 
hevet v>ao fold a word about the matter by that Noble Lord, 1 believe the Manager liesifd 
the clrtumilance he mentioned from anothif La^d-^ bur, whether it was from 4 Lord or a 
Cdmmoncfi I will ftace the fadt, and am p^rfodtiy ready to be actfsumable tp any perfon for 
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lt.o a !ituati6n mucJimOr«Vncra- , more rmportant, thaw that from 
uch more* hon6ur.ibie> and nuich he had been removed i and that the re 

'ei7 word of it. V/fien Mr, ffadhigs determined Jafl: year to pention the Hovde of lords, 
he vequeflid me rO ciirry tlic p«;(itiort to a Noble Lord, who afrerwardfi prefenrid it, Oa 
h>i ru/^dirtg' the f’etitkih, he cxprelTccl h'sTurprize and doacerh at tife mu of the futof 

, that hiid b«U'\ <xpe<vl(L I entered into con verfatiort upon it with iorchliip, and told 
him, tlv.-it hv.s fu I prize would ceare^ when he confidered that the IVenty Articles embraced 
aimhitevery a 4 t 4 fa long public life; that thu Mataagers had nr.ver given the; lead indniation 
ol what C!iH''«s they would fpl'lain, or wfun: they meant ta'^abahdon that therefore Mr. 
Haftlngs obliged to he prepared with long briefs and diTartgemerit of evidence upon 
each, and t was hire It would have colV him tbtoe tiiouhmd fxjimds bad he paid for thepapers 
. Irorrt t' e India-Hotif.-, vr that it would coll: him fo nuvch tp Oopy And, Mr. Speaker, 

this'was a ca'culatidn made by ine--^hot from any information that 1 recei ved from his So¬ 
licitor, but upon wh.it I conceived td he very good grounds^ for I got a ; 4 opy of the Ma- 
nageis ipeechcs in the ^r/VSefl'ton fora friend of mine, whichjia? Imce, I b€bV/e» bceri 
ftnt to India. Vi'lAt ihcfc rpeeche^ tbtre Was a very'fmall p?.it of the prdcCcdlmgs, but I paid 
forty pounds f®r them, at the rate»>f a fhih'rji^a fheet, or page; therefore, Sir, uport ibis cal¬ 
culation, I am morally Certain, that it would exceed, .and not fall fltorf of th.u fum j for f 
think 1 fpeak corTe<^Iy, when I fay (bar the paperVupon the Revenue Article ah .ne, where 
, Mt\ Hafbngj is b't\;u|;ht. In a Court of Jullico to defend fyllems adoptedi>y. the King's Mi- 
nirter?, and approved by this Hciufe, ftlj eight large folio volumes. This, Mr. Speaker, is^ 
the faci j and I will take upon rno to fay, th^t the Noble Lord who prefenced Mr. HalUngs’j 
Petition, never told the Rt. Hori.Oentleman, dor any mari living, that he converfed ditoiiliy or 
indirevflly wiih Mr. Haftings upon the fubjeifl ;|and t am not a little furpr'aed that the Hctn 
Mariager ihOuId at this time of d ay detail fuch a ftcry to this Houle, lor I contradiiTted It in 
the fulleft nhirner wiih n>y name to it, above a year ago ; and if there is liny man. Lord or 
Gommon^r, who will call ny argument in qua/Vion, let him do it, and I will anrwer him ; it 
baa never yet been contradidfed ; but as for Mr. HalHngs, he has nothing at all to do with it^ 
The next p\ilnt, Mr. to vvhjch the Cemkoian alluded, is, what once foU from me in 

this Houfe rdat’ive ro Mr. >!aiLngs’s fortune, Thai nlfo I am ready t> (t.irc as ii happened^ 
and to rhe whole work! Opoh the truib of It. After three or four Charges had been 
wrtod in the HomC, tho Right Hoi). Geudeman took roticc one day, tlut a confiderrtble 
quartlty of flock h-d been fold oet that morning, afid followed this ;nfof)f‘,m»t(Od. w-Jth feme 
intimation, that It wtluld bo ncceOVy to take moafures refpe^iling Mr. Haftings.. The Im- 
prc;fricn V hich n:.tur..lly rofe in Gtntkmcriis’ rnmds was, tbaf Mr, Haftings had fold his 
ftuck. J Hated th^n, th;jt!if had not n»ore th<*n fourleen or fifteen hundred pounds in the 
Stocks, and that his fortune, which wqs not more than fifty thoufand pounds, vvas upon 
cei tain mortgages, i abide by ti e truih of my ftatement j for a very Ihort fime after Mr. 
Haftings arsivt’d iin InglardH I -^ave to orte oF (he firft charalftcrs in this country a detailed 
account 0/ Mr, HalUngsT tojjune, and where every ftitlling of it was, .amounting tlren, I 
ihink, to about fixty-fivc ihoufand pounds, and ti wa.s figneO by his Attornlcs. There was 
alfo a note to it, tliat there WvOi fome property in Ruftia, not above threc'thoufand pounds, 
and confJdetable furns due to hlrn m Bengal, that had l^cen lent at different times to fomo. 
Epglilh gcntl'men. I ftated very fairly, that forno of rferc fums might be reedver^c!,‘‘tut 
the probability W.ks certainly' agalml any confidtrable foms being received. It has happened, 
that more "has been recovered than 1 calculated upon, but not fo a$ to make a Jdiftercrce’to 
any Confiderahk'amount. The Hon/Get>tleman doubts whether Mr. Haftings has loft any 
rriateriai evidence by death ; butlre knows that Lieutenant Colonel Eaton died during, the re- 
cefs before ti e Lft? aVid he w.is a very rnatenal witnejs; nut I hope the Hon, GcntlerrUn 
■will not go from his word, but confent to fexanune other evidences now, who are in ptoeliar 
ftfuac'ons. One of tiicfe g mlemln, C oLviel Polkr, came,over laft year* ar^d itvis year, from 
Svvi;zi:iJand, It would be of infinite ccorequencc, indebd, ro the cauf? Of truth to examine 
him; lor 1 am convinced that the prefchr Impeachment would never have been voted, if 
tliat Gemleinan had bcOn in England, and exarriined at this Bar, As to the Motion in your 
hands, Mr* Speaker, if appears to me to be 4 o perfsiSfly nugatory and harmLCs, tliat l ftiall 
noi: oppefe it; 'for it is of no conLqu^nce as to what now vote, about this Trial. '|ihe 
Coci c elves not meet aftaio till ncxtXuefd-^y the igth of May. The Houfe, upon any rpecwla- 
ticn, cannet continue to fit long enough for much further progrefs to be mad<^; and lam fu.re 
that after the prorogation We never Ilia 11 meet again n\ tfie prefent Par)ian!ie.nr, fo as to go 
into Weftminft^b Hail if we ihouW live‘to aftembl^i at'all again. Under ihefe circum- 
ftar.CviS, any vote we may now come to mull; be of s*ery little cpnfequence. 



The 
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was made,: m at maiinet 
•highly-cf^tiitable to Mp.'M.>orc''», . ,■, 


TW rnintttcs of tb.e Confwllatiot,! 
ac'Qpya>id it appeaie^I 




heard j abd that being the; cafe, the Certcleuian undcir: pfwreciKiph did nyc In hb ppinion merit 
fvtqha Refclutipn* ■' ; h;; : ■■ ' ■■'M 

Thl’^Houfedivjcied, Ayes Mops u 

pn'ciw reCump,dd,n of t'b« Howfc Mr. BurRe fald, a dWifioa not having been 
many Oentlemen had left the Houfe, and theTt-fpte^d^^ and L,earnjjd Gentleman s taKiijjf: 
the/tnfe oi\thvi Houfe, had . ' , ' - *’ 

*rhe Solicitor General denied that he had a£hed (rpm any foch rnouve. He law ground cf ': 

objeaion, he faid, to the aril motfon, but ope reaicientlyJl-ong.tp warrant Ihs t;'.k;r:g the ,;: 

tenfe of the Houfe. To the latter he could not at any rate agree, becaufe the motion pm- 
ceeded^—r--—^ a* '*■■' 

Tlie Speaker calkd Sir Jo,iin, Scptl to order, wd (M he had it right to him 

to cld5ir tum of having aded upon imppr^li^r i but tho Houta 

nnnffe Ai[P< tfe impropriety of Ills pe;rmltting any Hun* Gentlem^m td, dKcufs nidtioM again,' i 
wlildh the Houfe had aheady^decid'ed upon* ^ ^ 

The SolicitorHQene’‘al bowed ta the corre^ion qf Ri? , Chair, and h 6 j?ed it woiqJd o^ot 
out of order for him to declare, <Iiat knpwit^g.v: c 6 ,be the irnprinBon macie oh many Gende- ■■f 

men rteaivh^ that the fecond Motipn was ohjedhionahl^ • on die ground he had fUred, be 
had fa lien in, wdth tlicir fentiments, and alTigncd Jiis yeafom for oppofteg it. H& q^clared^ ' ^ 
he fjio.uld think he deferved to, be canfidered in a. vvorCe liglq ihan he coiiH find wprde ^^ 
defenbe, if fie was capabie of allying upon the urr^^vorchy rnotives afcribeM to hirn by th 6 
ilighfTWvGeritlem^^^^ .. , ' • ^ 

Ml*, Secretary Orenvillc TOi*® to put an end to a djfcufiion which, he W’as fure^ the Houfe dwS' , i 

not whh Riouid ceminu^j, by nioying, that the o,ther Orders ol the Day ini;pitbe read ; but hss j, 

faidj he would take that oppormpity of obferving, that he had no doubt but that the Houfo ,, 
in general, and ihe .KlsIn. Hpn. Gentlcmim hiiv.rdf, acqu'itrV; hiJ^ Hpn, and learned F rief4 
of having aifted on any undue, motive j he. nnirt, in juflico to the Right Hon. GentleiTjaA^ j 

‘ however, declare, tliat to his knowledge many Gehtiernen A»id left the Houfe, n^t expediini^ ? 

a'cii.vlfionl' •, ■ , 'r' 

The Orrlers of the Day wen^ then difppfed of,, and the Hdufe adjournecl, u being near i ; 
N,TN;?. ,o’doe'k. ■ \ . . . . , 

In confequence of the above Motions made by Mr. Buukk, the lullowing cettej;. ,, 
.appeared in W<>opFAi.i.’.s Dwrji; of May an ; ■’ 

To the pR IN T K R of the P i a r y. 

If a man in the rank ofoncof his.^Majefiy's Privy Counftllors do« not conceive : : 
it beiovv his dignity to revive a oalui^ifiy lon^ ago refuted, It is not unbecoming m me ,agait» ; 

■ to-take notice of it. ', ' 

The llory that appears in your paper of Wednefday, as told by Mr. Burke in the Houfe 
of Commo/u., wa.vcirculated laII year, and a NobH Earl and r Ltarned {w'ho.iv* , 

peer of the realm) werefiJid to have meniioncd it'. , Mr, Burke, wl>o made the firfl enquiry 
on the fubjea in Leadenhali-ftreet, /inferHudRm, ihat Major Scott had tb|d ihf 
rofpe£labiy Nobleman who prsfented Mr. H.ilVmgs’s Febtiep, that he had paid three rhoufaiid 
pounds for copying papers at ii>e India Houfe. Mr. Hudfon, froin whom I reculved this . ’ 
information, told Mr. Burke, at my exprds dclivc, th^i l.bad ne%nv m<Ac fuch an aJfirpQH > 
any perjon. '■ , • ,/ i 

' The Rory, as t.old by fhe learned Judge, if 1 was rightly informed, matert ally ■/ 

different, namely, that Mr. Hajfwp w&s the. peffon who. gave the infoi motion to die Noble-' ' 
man who prefented his petition, it was iitiw bCvOnie a more lerious atlair j and, ^fiedlually. 
to counteraifl the mifehief which fuclr a ftory, coming from foch a quarter, might do, , 1 . ,, 
publifhed the real ftate of the fadt on the 3 d of July ial>, , and hearing nothing from eitho.r , 
of the parties who had circulated the .tale fa tale Co, much in the ftyieof Mr. Slieridan’js , „ 
Rory in his School for Scandal), I concluded that my ckpianation'cleared up the matter, and 
that they'were not a .little chagrined, upon confidefing the injury they might have done a. 
peifecuted man, by 4 *epeating a table converfiMon, in which the rnhUlte of a„fm§ic word 

makes the whole dilTorence between the truth and falfehood of thv llory* 

« Mr. Eurkc, after almofl a year's fileuce, has thought proper to Wpeat this calumny, and 
has reduced nle tu.l‘hn noceffity of again refuting it. Indeed li was one of the rnolt cogent 

.arguments , • 






f 

fct lip fort e 
at diiFcrau revvnue boards. 


Sk J>bn} then Mr^ Macpherfaili m^Ve 
That the lift-of fuch of the CoVrtpvny'ti 


^ »fJwrocni 5 that he Mactdy m orHvif- to perfu.iii; th^ C^mtrKJrt!!i of Crear Bu'tairt in l^arlia^ 
aiThmbiec, to j^effevere in a' profcctirico winch has already been <Jra^^cd on to a kngtht 
th,z txi tti live regret of every hon^it man ih England, and the. ttitoftiihmenc of everyenl»siit- 
(fmcrttAtetinftn ill £i/^ 

“ t ;.ni fe^<dy at limes to do Jttilice to iMr. Burke, and 1 fometlntts follow his example^. 
hj l;r>,',Tg; betorr puhlio my rmtlntenta on points In which the public has n mr^teiiaj in- 
te itfk Upon thior principle 1 ihall rxamine rite truth of an ^fleftion which, appears by 
ye w paptfy /<?l> kVam IHio on Tut/day f.iii; i—That the delay s which bad hitherro occurred 
on dto iVial iv^^rv imputabio to Mf. Mr. Bnrkc might ha'te CuiJ in the wordfc 

J^icliAfd, , .^ ’ , ■ 

t do'he wrong*, and fir/l begin to brawT 
The feoret rnilctvtfs tliat I fet abroach, 

' t !,^^ unto the grievous charge of others,’* 
if vr,as Mr, Burke’s ori^tnal inttnti&n that the trial ihouid hot Oome to a clofewr 
. hcon(\:kntioufly believe j and therefore I locked upon the motion 
i.w-M'.d hi)oui papernugatory. "^I vvlli fiate the grounds iipon which tiut 

ftarmed . ' ' 

hv th< ffjt of this extraordinary trial, tbo Lords Tat thi<ty-*hve days ; ihcy general];/ 
nr/et si; iwtivtr, (dinetiuies earlier, and bit often till after five j therefore Mj\ EurkoTcaku-. 
itfKfn of three hours a day is eniirtly erroneous. 'There was not a Bogle diXptitc In that 
^ about evidence to c.iufc delay, is'there a man of common fenk ivil'i tel) me, that 
liirfy' flyer d.iys were not iiifBcicni for the trial, had Mr. Butke \’VifhM to bring it to 
» fMd?* VVhaC rmptdimetirs did Mr, MaAings’s CoUnlcl throw' In lus way ? Ibirteen days 
wero v 7 ;|^ted in fpecclies i tour by Mr. Burke,-tour by Miy Sheridan} by Mr. Fox, iVlrV' 
j^sArdthcr, Mr. Adam, Mf. Folit/tm, and Mr. Grcy, one day each; t fky wafted, wu'thout 
rr.eaning detfa^ frojTt the of thofe Gentkmen, for neither the Lords who are to 
‘(dtiei'd’e, the Commons who are the pfofecocors, nor the men, women, and children who 
Ward the Ip rechts, enn poiTibfy recolkc'r a word of them, except Mr. BurKt’s ftory cf Peby 
nnd Mr, SWridaii’s exquifite culogium upon filial love and parental afte(!tiotv 
This was undciubtedly tliC year of Mr. Bvirke's niumph j for i*s he FlaAmgS 

dould mt t^cff be htard^ cloquer.ee apd harfn epithets could be applied with pe.'kdt fafety, 
hat was commenced under conftderable difadvailtages, l‘hc malicious fbry 

• C^f Dtby ISfOg had bet rt fufiy rclured. Many Gcntkmea had arrived ftom Bengal finCt the 
Coivtmenament of rise trial, who were perT.<fHy diiinterefted as to tbs event of it, I’htTc' 
Gemkiritn concurred in their n^port of the aflonifh.ment and regret with which the atcourlt 
of tW profecutori of. Mr. Haftings h.^ hctn received ia India j and no man po/fefifed of 
Ihtec gVains tf common ftnfe can believe that the: teftiiijaniaU fuhfcribed by all ranks of 
irJ Indhr could have bCt O tranfrhhted'through I'Ord Connvailif, if his Lordfhip had 
•fto< been thoroughly Cur)vinved that they r,.)ntairu'd the real fentiments of the people. All 
S'a'ional men txecraved the trbl, and certain wijLkuOwn occurrenccji in England had con- 
irdV.rabty added to the impopulari*^) cf the leading mynagers of Itv Mr. Burke began this 
/ef'&ptf year, by a fic^nd ypirr/.' of d> 3 yu 1 he renittinder ef the year was chiefly cunfumed 
jhf altorwiions upon the competency oJ evidrnc^j of twelve tjueftions fubrnitted to the de- 
€Hton\\ cf tht^r Lord/hips, ten were determined sgainlfc the Man.agcP3, and two in their 

It will hardly be credited, that this vyholeyear was Confumed in an enquiry Into tV.<j 
Itiei it.of trantadttGns that happened in Bengal in the ytsr which were fully knov/ii Irr 

In 17/6, upon which Mr. Burke has not once faid that he can produce a tittle,of 
Itew evidence^ Kuf the ntsvelry of the proceeding vviil ft'ikt? Gentlemen mvvre ‘Ironglyif 
IvlKfO they know, that upon the ground which Mr, Burke took Jaft year in Welimiojter 
Tfa'IL Lord Wenb eXerted Ms whole influence In 1/76 to remove Mr. Haftings from the 
Gcve.'nment uf Bengal, and that the Marquis of KocUinghani, with »U his fnehds, voted 
tor his contirsuance, and beat the Mjnifler, iliouglx at that time in the plenitude of 
Jhii pow< f. ” 

Jifl th<? W'jftfer of 177^?, Lord Worth bJm/elf propefed to the Leglflaturc, that Mr-'Hafting* 
Alotfld be re-appointed Governor General of Bf ngal. He did the fame the next year, and the 
ye-Hv f.dlowhng, and it i§ fomethtng flngu(.ir, tliat ^fr* Fox and Mr, Burke, who could not 
f*ii'h~>ver comiuon fenfe in any other .rricafure that liis Lorcllhip propofed during thi Ux% War^ 

ffovit^uffcd wHli him in :ht propriety of tius* 

jUr4 
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le^rvantfi as cut of employ- 

cut, W read, and that irom 


this lift fhowld he fele^eicl per’ 
known abditiefs and inrc^i ilj% ou *5^ 



*f'Zvrd North, in reply to a que,fijon tb» 1 t I on^e took the iihorty to pur to hirAj. -pekr-ovv'* 
Irdg:.;fhihat he had wiflied to Hitiove Mr. Mittingi in s^yO., thjit he h?.d ftnee that per jhd p;o-> 
pofed hii. rv^appoIntOient three Several tuv»ci» whtn his re;m of rtirvlce e^f-plieti by l.tw tfirtt ‘ 
he did fai heeaufe !t was in a ieafpouof >.var, atrd of 'eat; diificuity ar>d diinger,,/and heca-utis , 
Mr, Haihogs potlc‘lii;d fnmnefs, vigour, and abditios, and the confidence'of dte ^ ' 

Co'rnpany, 

How far it was j'uft or honourable in the reprefentatives of i) great nadaf- I’o keep a fiW.i 
in a hn;b office, Hy various re-.'ipt^lntmomK, and then to profeoura him Ujjon acculationc 
wdll known fonYs years prior to the fxrfl of thofe rt appoiormenty^ I v-ill not v^mture ro 
determine; but T. ara ctMihderiMhtvrc' will be hoc one opiliion upon the fubjvifi kvltenit n>aUi ' 
b^ ijonfldered^ without prrjpdic.c, pafhpn, or party. 

'** Thus ended ffje pemd year oi the d r-al.—'l o Irnpote the obftrudlions that occurred ki 
the ccurfe of it to Mr* Halfings, is to add Infult t,o injury. 

Vks ihird ^'earrj the Trial bc^an on the ifjfh of i<'t-hn.niry. Much of p. ^ time, as jfli 
thelait yeiify h;n been conlumt'd in diTp.mes upon evidlmce.-~!?our t^ueffioni have been re» 
ferred to the Judges, an^, all of them determined a;-iitnVt the Manaf^fs. 'Ibis great Katiotui 
Trial ft adds thus *. For the fo-ft year ihero was not a Tingle dil'pute uoon' evid<inoe: t.h« 
Court met ear]y» fat late, had thirty-five htting thirteen of ^hich coufumed 
on fpeechesi , ■ ' ' 

The ftm next yMn havebfeen ebiefty fpent in d’lfpotes upon evidence, Mr. l^urke's fecond " 
fpecch of four daytf and Mr. Anfthnhvii*$ of one, ; xc^pted. Si;(ieen tim s h >va the .bo? djj 
adjourned to the Cbarjuber of Pailiament to detertpine upon (hC; admiilfib’iliiy of evidUYcdW i- 
Fourteen nf the dcrifions w(?re the Munei^ertf and two m their favour* The bordj;. 

a^ed conftantiyYvith the advice and .^tTjftanccot the Judges of the land'. 

‘f After this plairx recital pf J Wouirfalk any candid and impartial man, if Tam not 
well groirndtid in believing that M--. I 3 urke had pe^^ktenhirnd pot to clpf:; the profccution. . 
before the dlfTolution of Parliament. vAs to the two motions whicii appear in your paper, f ^ 
ftiall not prefume tocommtnc on them. When Mr. Burkegnve his ft-ft notice in the Houfe, 
if your paper is com «T, he menriuned fomethlng Of the new and dangerons do6rinesddi- 
vered in WC'ftrriinftef Halk Poftihly be afterwards thought it a point of run,nineb delicacy 
to attack all the law of the land, and therefore changed his battery, thinking perhaps that 
Hr.'Haftings, who had already borne: fo much ahefe, could fuftain a little more. 

‘IMI'pon: one ether part Of Mr. Burke’s fpecch, I ftiall fay a word or two, bfeaule in the 

prc/fedftaie of the fund r it was calculated to fjnk them ft iiiVowm 

Me read a pania/ txira^ from a Ituer of Lord Cornwallis, in wfxicb mention i.s made of 
the poverty and wretch-dnefs to w hich ch^• natives of Bengal .ire reduerd, by theV/«:d?r of 
oor f'jmerfyfim* The conchifioni ritawm hr Mr. Burke from this pafTige was, that A>ir4 
Haftmgs had grofsly mifiuaniiged the country. The to which Lord Goriivvalii? a!-* ' 

luded (that of not letting the lands in perpetuicy', Mr. Haftings never hadTbf: authority td 
femedy, nor W'a; It giver, to the Bengal OovonutKmc until cite year iy 36 > but JMf.burkte'* ‘ 
arguititnt is mally deftroyed by the content.s tmfher ittter komlAytd Corn yvallls, received” 
hy the fame Jhrp, Lordfttip in that letter .dfures the Pire6pis, that they may depend upcu . 

the continuance of an annual furplus of more than two lumdrui i{icks'.--‘.vruipiu3 far beyond 
w hat 1 calculated upon, when J was accoM of being too fanguine in my dK)x-flations*-» 
a furplus that toraliy pvertvtrnt; every argum^ nt ufed by Mr. Fox in fuppcrc of his BilL 
“ Buf as this is a point »n whic'i the puHlick ctvri.c of the couniry fs concerned, i ftia.ll 
jflate it from th;: Joumaisuf the B^ufe of C.,nr»mans. 

o 7 he year preceding Mr. Haftmgs’s acceftion to the ('overnmcnl of Bengal, the total re* 
tcipts of thAt Oen-rnment were only three Imndred and thirteen licks of rupees. '; C 

“ Tlie annual itceipts of that Government, in tno average of three yeaib hom iySi-z, f.# 
jr78^-4, ' wndred and two latks of rupees. From 17F2-3, loiySy d, five bun., 

dr d and twenty one larks. From 17B5-6 to tyBy five hundied and eight lacks. From; 
to tySS-p, five hundred and th rty lacks. 

' Let any'Gentleman w'ho lias the leaft knowledge of bufinefs determine, whether a country 
producing fo ec]|ual a revenue for fo many years Is in^dangc; o! being ruined. The ia<ft is, 
that in the fame peiiud rhat tlw BritiTh nation neady doubled i^s debt, and loft its Wcftern 
Tmpire, Mr. H.'tfling.s incieaftd the r«venut'sof Beng.al two millions fterling a year, and . 
tended the Britiftt Empu^* in India ^ and white the ingenuity of thejirermt Minilter lasbterj ' 
©XlwufKd in Jtii to fairs- the revenues ol Great Br>cain a million beyond ns expen- 

. ' ^ ’■ dituro , 

Zi 7 ' ■ ■- :: 





could vor the due, dir-* 
'f -he truft ti.xhe‘rt^pored in t'h'tiir, 


I, 


f: 

•i: 

g' 




«n<i wbofe chjira^^cr wrndt! he a fectlrtt 
that the natiV vS Tnight be furc ro fiiuf ih 

c, without,the \r:ppofi'iiah o,f »dd:UIorla^b^;r'fe Lorti CornWallis aiTyrsi 
that //;/> miy hfi'4iVahnu.1l furpl'us of t'^oo 

froni Bengal/-. 

«i hcifi circunite ffrlfce me with no iitilh ailonlflirnent, and often Occi>r to my mind! 
Wheh I Haffing-i's old friends in the hltnagfir’$ Box, or whea 

., J hesir if j^ha /eiy in dh'-h^Vopportion, to the evidence of fit^rc'., to irudi, and .tb 

, crKhhvnt fchfe; cbar hU me;hurcs^lVtVe'been a ** \vUh lofu and damage to the 

Kift Thdia Company,’'' >‘VKt tlpir they Wene chhied on, to the vcxaiiyh, opprcOioh| and, do,, 
of t/tcfhai'lvus of Bhng,.dV^^^ 

*Ciani, Sta, youidhumMe.rervant, 

‘‘JOHW SCO TT/' 

JJrm^'yf Maj tSf ■lyho* ' '■ 

. The rdnk etpthis heuer vvas, that on the following dayl Fatp AY, May ;i1, , 

Gendral Bargoyoii^ in b s place in the Howfe of Commons^ and tv^gaii/i} Vpeech of fon?® 
lengti), wjjdr^Attog;, th a h-n w;j,& about m und<j(t;;ke a talk cKtremely difagteenblw 10 his 
f'ceiiOg-S; he ,.! i i, he was^MJiciemiy awnre hn weight with ttv‘t Hoiife and his ndenrs were 
!»y ut. Os.^ '^VAid to thof« many Gcintleni/u ne.ir hirrv He lhK>d ft^rwanh oh 
fafiv.’ howevf-', heciuh' he tviou'pu. wh 'u m'io, to whom the Houfe Iml delegated one of 
the moi^ ;ini»ortant trU'is that it cduhl poffloty velVin any of its Memhi^r,?, wei'e ajj^^rfedt 
ws„k (hey vve;e civv\fciou$ tiia th.^y dtfohrirg«^d th'i^'if dniy witlp integrity, th^y were entitled 
rp she prot,edi ifl and fuppnn of loai ,H.>u'fe,, and h;*. had 00 doubt .hul that day would evince 
thj£ Uaere Wu)S hut one opinion on the (u:)je;n, |f tlie nerfo;;'- to whom he aUuded forbore 
, coming forward themhl . e-. on the occahoo at l;iMS time from motives of delicacy, d as the 
more tf ry rhar, ion\e other perioa fbould y and he had the rather undftrt,'iken the ta)f]<, 
hec mie, ha'in.g nrvei fallen under the Hon. Geinleriftun’s. pen, he could not he fDpixofed to 
he iu^iua'.ed, in |Ehe ftep h« w as about to take, by any motives of private pique or perfonal 
rcfcilimeir. He couVJ feel concern for the ortVnder, and he irufted that the Hon. penile- 
man himfelfj Or any id his heft frirnda, would find him an open, a firm, but he trv)ft‘?d a li- 
he^:3l :vad tcmpeiate accufer. When bu ohfe' ved, 1l1.1i tl *3 principal pet fon h;.lei 5 \ed a$ the 
ribjc< 51 : of (he hion.,G;i'tii!emanh attack-, was y Gentleman entitled, above all otiaer men, to 
tiMfveriai velpecfl and admuan'on ^ when be cor.ridered,, ih.y that Malke, as hh libeller 

b.id termed hirn, u/irted wifdp^rr< and experience w ith every elegance of miad, every .humane 
' fefftingf and cvipi y am’.rdde l.;cu‘cy Ijiat adorned nir-okiiul ; that th.-ai M.-in led 3 life 

of priv-ue virtue .fn .4 ptdJii&;^\ndaihyi snd uiyvmitiing ailehticn to the mterefis of fociety j 
that whct/’.i'l coi tiJeratiovis of.a party nyiure OiouUJ he no more, and the libels and tb^s libel¬ 
lers ihmdd be in the duh, that he would then be looked upon by potlerily as the honour of 
his time y ii was irnpo^dvle not to feel the indr^oalion -rhiif to th; r-incoiir nf i hole whri 
.i^uch u cli .rus Wr, as tlir iihjfcl of their cduitiuy and the mark of their deir;i,dion. VVith aU 
thefe feelings, Gan;ral hurgayne faiU, the cafe nrnglu he regarded to he' taken up by him as 
* thecanfc orU'»u Gectiejnen appr/intt-d by -he HoulC to condni^l the profeenbou .ipfaifiil Mr, 

; HaBings j Inn he begged to. Bate hiaifeli . as harp'hig on very ,dif?i;rent ^od much broader 
ground, He 0.nod up in dehmee of rbe hoMoor of that Houl'e, and of the dignity of thei Ee~ 
prjeiVrntativeiol Qrcat-Britain, at through the medium of the Maougers of tlie Trial nf 
Mr. Mattii'gs. Hav mg thus laid dv>v\ ii his piemifes, General Ikpgoyiue proceeded to fbc« 
Shat tfi« H«H(e lTi»d oi.-rne lon,lpn>: ahe.uiy t)ie lihrUous attacks of the, .lh»n. Gemlem-.'h vvhiJi 
had avowed himfeU the author of tlie l.sft.ur couciuned m iVm piper tie held in his ham). 
Trorn the com ucncentient of th-iTriiil to rhe pr«fent hottr, the Hon. Geptltnum, conf<*.' 0 edly 
ibs .'g^nt of thf. Ciiminal bi^nught to the Ihtr of the ufe of Tordf, Imd fyltemaiicrdly libelled 
jrha’. 1 liiiife, :oui ilV<;. pri>C'^e*in;:.rs wtoclj h.id originated by Us fpecud autli Titv . The Honour 
of tlH'-. Hhvife .irid the Priviieges oiks Mcinhers had been inf uked amt I'coftld ai with impu- 
fh'.y^ Thf General dccl u'cd,. chat'b.e h.^d m ule out a fcheduleof the Hon. Qir nrUtmaoh libel.-, 
to fhrw th -C hi- vVHs, grounded iti his aflortion j ihuC the Hon. Genilem.io IkuI uniformly, and 
wiih great ind.tdhy, purfued a lyftem of UbelUuis aa.K k on (lit- Manager s He re»d an^ex^ 
'M>m a Lettei hg'ied john Scott, aduieiral to Mr, Fp.i^ ano pnbldhad July 14, 1789, in 
' whlcl) tlie urifrr iiihi!:e<!, fhat tlmtecn of theCb igcs i.guinlt Wairen Hafliogs, £ 4 ^ had 
Ji.tiT'i'd vh'-* Hou'o of Commons v\' thovit having, been read, to the n.^ame .iiid difgracc of iba 
IN.thoiji j" and “ th. i there u'lii'o paper? on the TabUi of the Hoofe of Comtnons, which 
fully dinuuiHrtRted i.h.it evcjc'y thing altered in ^Veftm;iuler.-H.tii was (.die and unfourided./'' 
jht: General Wis pioctediag. fvl;h rva.diig txirati'ls irom this Letur, when 

Majof 





i 3 $ 1 


iiUThanity complete 
iofi from rapadiy and opprtf- 


fion- fnotJoft bavingbeen 
the lift was accorduiidy read oyerj ar 


Major Scott fpokfi to orderi The iN^Iajor fair), as the Hon. General had anly {5:1^0 h’m 
notu;e> tl>;it he liad intended to proceed} cn one Paper, ^i>d a 5 h$ hed i>tchi»rfed hiu-^leU lo a/,, 
fwer ttut atone, he fubtniitcd it to his cainlonr and confidehitioVt, it v.astairjo trmtj 

vl'h^lt li'n! appeared nt any other peikKJ iiUo his toeroent of tiio com|>’.3'‘im j npf. {hathe l»ad 
a/,7 wilh, the Majqr fanh tf> difovra any ohc JLetcier that he had Written { he did not care *3 
/(raw aliout them. > 

General BiirgVyne refvtmeil his fpeecb, and dccl.-ivdi that he had only pmdm:c'<i the fch«- 
dule, to Ihii w that the publicatioh he now cnmplahied of was hut one of a lou^-continued and 
progreAlve fydem of hhels, and th^t the M;5nagers had rmc been prscipitate in complainiqg. 
He (aid, be Aujuld he eAceedlngly hurt, if it could be fuppofecl that, op an dccafion l»kfi tho 
prefeut, h|3 could imeud to produce, aivy collateral matter in aggravation of rhe immediate 
caufe nf c»)mpUt>ni j a>ul that, fooner than have it for a thtihieiU coiifulcreU tlm he Ava*? citpable 
of any thing fo iUiberalaud onfair>'he would readily abaridon at.y argument that the fehedut^ 
which he had prepared .might fuggeft, and return to the mote immediate fubjea. Tli« 
General iliavobferved, tWu libels on that Houfe had of late been frecpieiit, and that fhe 
prtfs teemed whh th<! rootl licemious attacks on its proceedings and tlijg condu^l: of its n>t'a- 
ftires j altiiuugh it wa:? vvtlt knoWn, that printing any pfu t of what pafted in that Houf^.-, or 
even the fpeecbes of any of the Members, was thiet^^Iy C'mrraty tt) the order of the flotUe ; 
bn;, owing either to ti»e indifference or the contempt of the Hoiifo, the .papers had printed 
accounts of their py<x:t}ediog5 from lime to time, and h.id gone on fo for yei^rs* .Even a com- 
.tTnanicatioh by letter, or ih< circohuioh of any account of tyh;it palTed., was ccritraiy to ordtri 
but there was fursly a gree.t differenpe between a private letter from on*; Gentlenian toatio* 
ther, and a libeilmis attack on the ttoufe for its conVlua |a a jadicfal proceeding in a great; 
caufe.sending before the High Court of Parliament, and xnore efpeciully when Ujc Libel 
came from the Agent of a criminalhis trial, and that Agenpwas a Member of the fioufe, 
who confctpicndy bad an dpporUmiry of compUinipg in Ins place againft the Man^^gers, if 
he tiiougUt their conduiSf wrong. I'he Getveial declared, he wondered that the Hon. G?;nd«. 
mao, when he was penning his libels, did mvt reflet that he AVas cprapvnrig auacks on tlia 
honour and dignity of Parliament j and did hot corfuler, when he fubfcribcd his name to 
them that he wtrs fetting the HouAj at defiance, and rirquing all the cjonfeqa^nces of a Hrearii 
of the Privileges of that Houfe. After laying grer.c ffrefs on chis remaik, General Burgu) tie 
adverted to the cond«£lof Mr. Haffings and his Agent during the courfe of the Tiid, irq- 
puting to them a variety of eiideavoui'S to divert the aft<Jntion of the Piiblic/rom the pro¬ 
ceeding. At one time, he faid, a Genilcrnan had hceh brought from Wales to engage the 
notice of the Houfej and at another, the Hon. Gentleman ctime forward birpfolf' with a Petition 
and a complaioL Ho did not, the General fajd, acaife the Hon. GcRtlertifin of igoonnice 06 
bis duly as a Member of Parliament j on th« contrary, his knowledge of that duty made ii/s 
oiTfi/nce the greater. In order to flhew wH:ic had becu thp rule of proceeding in c/^fts of a 
fimilar nature, ihe General itated feveral precedents from tlie Journais i and ihe fn rt he 
mentioned w^asthac of a Baronet la ryot, who had uttered cerum wovds, which were lakca 
down at the time 5 but the Baronet was fulbned to explain hitnfelf, when he begged pardon 
of the Htwfe if any tlving he had, faid had g veu offence, T!ie General mentioued leve/al 
other precedents j but, a.s wc did not hear them dinindlly, wa Caqnot give them in detail. 
After a variety of pf-itincnt obf«a vatiops, General Bnrgoyne concluded w itl^ reading the fc- 
ver^i Motions he lnr;.ndcd to move, which, for the fake of iatelligibility, we have fuVyotned 
in the form in wli'Uh the whole proeceding is t'rt'terail on the jomn.nis. Before the Gencr.tl 
Ut down, he appealed to the Chair f(?r ioformitticm what would he the proper time for the 
Hod. Gentleman r.o m/1 ke hb defence ? . , 1; 

The Diary of Tuefday latl having bepo handed to the Qlerk, at the deftre of General Bur- 
goyue, the letter Aped was rc.^d from itj ra p.irts of Avhich tbe Houfc laughed 

eaceeuiogly. 

The Speiiker, asffiou as the Letter b.^d beep read, fdid, it tfw>: prr^llcieof the ffoufe to 
hear the parry agaiptt whom a compljipt wii& mad^, U he vvas a iVIembcif'of the Houfc, as 
fooii as ^he matter of the complaint ImkI been fully open* J, before any Mdiiqn had been madei 
wnjJ then jt waS' ufu?il for the Member compl.aioed of to withdraw*. This, Mr. Spe^iker faid> 
he liad reafou to behev^ w;is the general prar^iee, aUhoaglv he vvJis aware lb«re ejciUed ex¬ 
ceptions to it, as ii been tii« cafe with Aldermen Croiby aiod Oliver. 
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of Mr. Monre was f-.le^ed 
as the' n.imc of a,gciiikmaii 


M’ho perfefly anfvvcretl the <lcnrT»pt*< 

RO Ids honourable to Mr. Macphcrforij 
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ajor <^cottthen rofe, and faid, Mr. Speaker,-—Before I ent^r upon my defence, I mnft . 
t3X}>rels my acknowledgments to th'w Hcin. General r\)r the very f.nr and c‘ndsd nn.fnnet in 
which he has'opened the chcugc which he has tht.'ughf pir.jv.T to prefer ag i'ott me, ^ Befoto 
I begin,, I do rhoft 'oUmnly difawiw the fliglUeft inter.tion that 1 h -d to do ai y thing that 
cpiild h© cohBrvied ii to an invafiou t>f the privileges of (h© HoUie of CorntmuiS. 

The i pctiUar fituation in tvhicli ( Bdi.d at the prefent moment wVl I flatter rnyfdlf, 
Mr. 5 pt,.ker, ple.;d my ©xcufo to the Houfe for deuining them a fhort time, but 1 prornif® 
t!itm it IMI bfras U' 3 «>tt as potVj^ V , . r 

I mua tinifm to you, Sir, ihat I did n<rt expetl at tliis time of day fuch a Motion from 
fiu ha tjiianefV i know that this Houfe polTcOes great and important priv.kgcs; I Kpow 
that the privileges of the Houfe are daily broken in upon j bAtt, as there are fom© r ules “ inoftf’ 
honoured in the breach than in the ohfervance,'’ I havealw;'ys fuppofed,that in a country the 
freeft in the vvholc world, tliis Houle,.|iad coitfeiited to difpenfe with the ligtd obfervance of 
fume of it? privdeges, retaining, however, the full po\ver to refume them j and where li¬ 
berty lhall be pleaded as an excufe fip-liceutioufnef^, the Houfe will confult their own dig¬ 
nity, their oun honour?, and their juflice, in calhog th« offender a lever© example. 1 be¬ 
lieve, Sir, it hi)s b^tn i bferved in ahtioU ev^y trial for a libel in th© Courts below, that the 
furdt wuy to preftrve the freedom of the pvefs Is to pumlh the ahufe of it. Upon th.s 
ground. Mr. Speaker, 1 wifh my coiicu^t to be cohfidcred j and upfn no other, I am fur<?‘, it 
wifl he ccnftdered by A body of Geirh^men, v/ho, prizing the blefihigs of a free coniVtiiuiun, 
xviV) he at all tim©3 ready to fupport, iu Us fulIeA ext-nt. the. freedom of the prefs. 1 know ii to 
beonc of the ttandiug orders of this Houfe, that no Brancers fliaU be admiued into the gallery j 
yet, Sir, our gallery, is always, and very properly, full of (Ifangers. 1 am aware that it 
a breach of pvivilege, fur any man to pubiifh the fpteches of this Houfe j yet, w’o know’ that 
©very day^s debate is regularly publifhtah and wdeh great accuracy in general, on the following 
Kvtdining j add vVe hav© very good reafon to believe, that o.n mporiant queftians in this 
Hhufe fome MefnV*er5 write their own, fpoeches 5 and I vvill appeal to th© re coll ed\ ion, of 
every Geoileman, whether men of thefirfiorninence in the Houfe have not th«io,ght it of vni- 
povtance to corred any mifreprelVntition that has occafumally been made of their ipeether* by 
ex plaii Utm on the following day ; but no perfon ever thinks of excluding (trangers from 
the gallt-ry, or proliihitiug the puMicadvu of the Members fpeeches. The precedent o'f the 
ye ir""! 701 does not apply in any degree. At that time the manners and cvrfloms of all ranks 
rj people were d ftlrent, and the public knew Imie of the proceedings in HaiHameut j but 
in thefe enlightened days, they know what their conBitueucs dO'every dry, arid they hay© a. 



upon a fpeei..p - , - • - 

viated from that hue of propriety which, a^ a Member of Farliamenr, or as a Geiitkman, 

1 MW bound to obferve ? But, rhough my Uittr is really and tru'y a rt mai k upon a fpetch iix 
;» paper, yet 1 Will neilhci' be mean lior Ixde enough to fheltcr myfeif under fuch a ruhrerfuge. 

I have read it again Mid again, but cannot find an offenhve vvord in it. Will the Hon. Ge¬ 
neral point out'any tlhngoflfeufjke inlhe'larguage. or ahfurd in the argumenr? 1 fhall he 
glad to meet him upon that ground, t will, veiy fhorlly, Mr. Speaker, examme the fadls 
tiit^t I have alfeitcd one by one, and I defy the unire<l abilities of the Gentlemen oppofuc to 
me to tlifpucc the veracity ol any one of them.—-The 61 it, Sir, is the ftory of the thre© 
theufand pounds (taled.to ha^c been paid by Mr. Haftings, at the India-Houfe, for copying 
p^ipers. Am t to braru.e for the circulation of that ridiculous tale ? or am I charged for a 
libel, becaufe 1 aiieftcd a Ubel in its courfe ? Men who hre pmfecutiug for sdts which in¬ 
volve, rs they fay, the del'oHtion of Provinces, the banifliment of Princes, the robbery of 
l.adies, fee. one Ihoiild imagine, would be above attending to fuch nonfenfe. Yet, when A 
R.ght Hon, Gentleman thought proper ro make a feri^us enquiry into fuch f itlle-tattle Buff, 
atut to in volve my iwmc iri it j when men of rank and confequence repeated the ftory again, I 
was juftified in declaiing, what I again repeat, that the Bovy has no foundation in t^^uth> either 
^ as It ref'pefb Mr. H?dtings or myfelf. If there are any perfons who are to be afliamed, they 
are thole who, fnB brought fuch contetnpllble nonfenfe before the ‘Public.—Sir, the next al- 
ferticn in my Letter is, that an account Bated in a Morning Paper, that the delays in thu 
'J’rial are imputable to Mr. IMBings, are not true j that to fay fo, is to add infult to injury. 
}.Lx\ i flt.r»ptd hem, the iiouie niight with jhBke acciiTe me of audacity j but 1 have given 
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ide it» flv^t to Mv. Moor--*) 
it Co well iu'tcd.—'After this Mr. 


' Mooft* ^T.^q caHed by Mr* Anftri'dbe 

wnci ^ 


iny reafcns for sdilinc, that-1 bdiove.it vvai the bnsinal ter.ihhfn nf the - 

men not to hringthe Trial to a clofe in the nrefent I'aflHmnir.t. _ If every !«.t,efl^no-«unyl.e 
kingdom will lay his h,wa upon his. heart, and dehyer his PP,I?t!'d!, ^ 
exdWIy coincide with mme. Sut l l^ve «)!'If. 

SucfiGcmltmeo as havt'atten<le4: m H’yflmiuCliqr Hall c^uuf f bu' 'V ., 

ofthe nrefent Trial/ irtwrt I aiii aCbnidveaat the patience and ffxbesrreicd pC;>uth « 'J - 
3iry we »he piolecators have htea pi^virif;, few .iVa/eral b i 

been attsmining to prove—that Mr. Haftmgs, by a (yftem be eftaboOie'. «i 'j.. , 

great lot and damage to the revcoocs of the Ea« ,Indb,Comimn;.s .«'.o«Eh m r R-J 

prove.! t4-tt dwatfa- that the change'of (yttem w.'.s attended , 

revemu', amoaoting to nearly gPn.cool, in tl.Vve ye.ws. If there .s frty Gentleman n, lots 
Honfe donbts the truih of this, let hmn borrow ttie evidence, and lend, mm pyj T^'’’ 
upon the next f .« the Jloufe wdl dfitermvie., ,1 th-nk the j .iftice of the refleaion no man 
wdll difnute ; bat,I have put it hypoth<ii.c,hly ; a,nd I now, a(k the Houfe imd the cciumiy, 
whetfier it wasjufl or honoarahje to impeach a man for, aa!,,,ih.at he was faidpt* >»ve, <looe ttv 
theyearieyi, which were fully known in ry jti in,.C?rg«.;lirtn.,n, upon which not one tone 

of new evidence is or can ,be hrouyhc; when, fnhieiiuent to the year 17 7 ^ )» 

•times been appointed by the Iwgifl.tMre. on the motion, o;the' 
Bengal a Surely fnch a qneffion, ,s a (air one, and d ever pertinently pot, put at fuch n tmie 
as this, when we may he, 00 the gve, of a war., 1 ' ave pot the queftion hypo-httically , hut 
1 am neither afraid n»r alhamed to fay that I think It was unworthy of a grea nanon.— I (« 
next point, Mr-Speaker, i, what I took, as 1 ft-me, frrm the newlf..apei> for 1 reiuly was mk 
in the Houfe at the time the Right Hon. G.-,ntlemidVgave notics an,lm Motion imend,d m 
mak- ■ I mean as to the new and daiigevons di/frine.s.that he had hemd >i> Vt eiimoilfei- 
Hall • I abide hy the rea-aion i made ,tipon,that circii,mft,i,nce. —The next point ts a ma.ter 
in wliicli tlie dignity nnd joitice ot this Hosfe is mon„maierhiUy concerned, and on tts 

Clwraffer for confiftency ihrooghout the country materially depends, I do aarrm, Mr, 
Sneaktr, that the Houfe upon tins point is involved m a very,Mn,ortunate dilemma, owing 
the degree of conadence tliat thoy have repofed in the Geiitlemao oppofite to me. W hen I 
Rate tlie faas, the Houfe will judge pfthe proper meafui es to be pnifued. OI the twenty 
Articles compofiog the Impeachment, there « one eni,tled,ReverHies, op which (o much time 
has, been employed in Wcftminfter-Hall. When that article was under the confrderation of 
a Committee ot the whole Houfe, lire Minifter not only voted, hut, fpoke againft it i and be 
'•prov. d, from accurate calculations, that hy Mr. Haftnig* Change ot lyRem m a yii, » ««- 
UrnWr advantage imf ,<«rari to the Eaft India Compiiny. He proved alfo, that no (or. of 
'lavonrw.-ts (hewn by Mr.Halimgs to his fervant Cairto B.iboo, who had been a very cim- 
’ fidsrable farmer of revcuoe before Mr. Haftings arrived tn fengsl. It Iieppened, however, 
that iipon the divifrun the Miniftur was left, itr a minniky. and theqneRion wip earned, by a 
tnaiority of fifteen, foi impear lting Mr. Hatting' upon this article. Tin? was the only debate 
in the Houfe upon the frrbje<a; for when the article wms piefented .ft the form nr which it 
trow is, it patfed witiiont obfervation or comment, .and, 1 am fore, witlropt befog tookei. at t 
beemfe either this articli contains an aCfertion palp ihly and notorinufly falfa,_or certain re.olu- 
tioiw moved for four years feceflively are notorioufiy folfe; and lor this mutt inteUrgible of all 
reafons, that they are mtSiMiy coptrad,aory, the one to the i ttier. as I (halt prove m a few 
words! and unlefs it be true that two and two make five ai well as fniir, both are not true. 
The artidedf imirbachroent cdled ‘Revenues,’Rates,that Mr, Hafttngs’s .aJnainiftration of tlie 
Revenues was artentled-with great iofs and damage to the Revenu£.s 6f the tall-India Com- 
banv an<i with the vexation, oppredion, and defliuiTlion tif the natives ot I-^eugril. This /\r- 
tide was voted by the Houfe of Commons in the month of May 1 y 3 7. How has it h.rppenerl 
that avory few days before this vole, the Houfe voted another Refolntion diredly the reverfc 
otic, '■Jhnt Refol.urion vvas moved hy n Right GenUeman (lyfr, Dundsii), and is in 

(ublbance as follows: “ Th t the annual receipts of the Bengal Government on an average of 
threeyears from lySt-a to 17*3-4 bundred and eight tacksmf rupee. The 

Eight Hoir. Gentleman did not merely coment himfelf with moving this Rofohition, but he 
reilfoned uapu it at gre,t length i and he afiirmed, * is undoubtedly the truth, th .t Beng.a; was 
t’ue brtt governed country in India. This is the average of the three years of Mr. H.sftmgs s a.I- 
' mmittratKin that immediately followed the change of fyttem, a change fo much condemned 
by the Managers. I w<l! do the Right Hon. Gentleman (Mr. Dumjas) thejnftice to fay. 
lliat he alfo voted agaitift the Revenue Article ; but .is the Houl. lias had an India Budget or 
* k' z 
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of Coimfcl.for Mr. H:if- 
'hi/oirdcr to rcMovc a fufp^iofi 


th=tt he or "hi.! t^rorrn, 

out infinuatiou.s ag'Hoft 


ami I'/qo.'and » it, h.is voted Refolutiow each year, which 
n u M/r^fehog/h/vi ov..rflrah«d the coomp- io order to a ^ ; 

ssf ^ *53"= 

Ref^Uitions xwna the |oornals. I contena, tlt.4t the ^ 

Art.cl.= »/alfe. ' •fhofe who differ in opioioo rvith me. .thole who 
rondemu the ftefohrtu.n,.. Was it, «ir, indecent or '-"If‘‘P/'' 

ntdehiefs whi5h'lW p«Wien.ight fr.rtaio,hy a,EVoft perVerf.on td thr 

waihs’s Letter ? Is there a mau.in England fo ftiipid, as to ‘ , j ^ 

prditad ..nd Muted. Which furnifhed (o|.ptfe for matouu.ntg '‘^™l";t,X. "fh«f a 

.luting the late war. which, finr.e the redofltoos itl conrccioeuco of "T 

foX nftwo.U.ilti;ns fteHing ayCdr, and from which Lord 

nMv aepenii upt^'i the; t\ich r« tnrpHw tn future . > » , ^ . of 

miLr 1 miphi ria.m (ome tveht With this Houfe,iit.d w.thme Public U is the duty ev^jy 

Member of ParfiLeotto’fof.port the Coverttmette f’VXrcl of the 
nOMhu l to av.vw that 1 havVofiBii written upon the Revenues apd relOurccs of the J 
and 1 -h i 1 " 4 ri« «a!w lo twitw fhettti As to my flatemeot of the Revetuies, fp d.fferent Irom 
'h It of the G»ntiemcn\ppo1'ue ft) .ni I will p!«ds« niy (afvation Upon the truth of my account. 

; 1 'ftt ■ wi ™i ,U ^ ha franfehtted falfeaccomUs from Ben|)l. 

».!' Bc'.maL tbe\vb6k refouf.CidS uf that Goi^t.rnrttent were j . ^ ^ P aud^tfidt 

hwriiah uul voo will fecwhat 'ivhen he quitted the Govornmnit they were j ao lacks, apd 'I at 
V V rc MO L t n oiVofition l« this i.;aJp.A.H it mU enrujh to make a m.,r) lofc h.S 
;,;SS rd^mn'h/hea«it affdrL io tUe Hoofo of ^ommons.that Be.„g| 

Admiuitfratiun f-Sir; there iSone Otl)e..^^)loUhat muftmentj^^^ 

Ti i/ anv thihi*: wmrtit It was my duty it> fiars it to this Hbuk. Have I, SpeaKai, n g 
St tfuTS^ Od theioftary. Lam afaid « have Gen" ' 

iriapoioc of fomuch confcquence, that 1^ 7^^'Xo^r as wc^ 
t India BudgeA,as hem opened. 

thnush I cordially c.onc.Uffcd in the, ^-'-^-Xif th/ftc“ 

India MiniAcr, they cVere dirertly ,dot)tra,-y, to ,«he Art.clcs of Im. 'Xmuft be fa c l am 
< ■(.,1;,..)- were true what was fair! In our rt.ame it) V/c/ImmOer Hall mu,R bC talie. 1 a m 

pi rc,.d in that muation, t%t f y.s/’L/fua./ /|v aAf..e» o/lfb 

iCy t!.r:t wc p;^red thinu'n Aa'*cl«ia wiiKout reaHmy, cUvm. Dvd ^^ tereW 

tbr H LMk ? DW * he ia wait to cnrnni rhtm ? I w;u-iicH.th« Hpufe of what J 

ifw ‘ did. u. X told ito» I wa3 fure that if they read thofe Artic.P-v they 

wouid rreyer paft thenf. 1 cannot appeal to you. Sir for the, ^';’’,X"atj/re- 

wer- i-o- in the Chair at the time, but t am fUre the Gemlemcn who fit at 
oieriiber ic: I eiUfeaced, i hi^plpredAbe Hoofe to read the Articles before they voted them* 
a lley »lfo are direftiy dnnsraiy'to Rciplutions upon your Journals;Minifteh 

rcfiois and the King:s\Minil(cr;. Thefc.Articles dcnomma.e lyder ^ ^ 

,.ft;.eKahoh;ofGndc.ua.i„eforad|.y 

ypw*T'"-bh^''that 'in his ^n.sl .irranpcmunt he lias merely ndferrif to.the f/ikm laid d^vn by 
IT w sc" gXa Mr //..Aiart. All the fubfidiary .srrrmgcmcn.s are formed, a, 
1 i f .rdfliio r .vs wiii « w. «> fo Ar.'aj/ira tbe/i /.rha/^Uf, a.fJ rtfUir <krm fermn^t. To 

tvholf'^fuhva, .'.fd peruted the whole proca'd'in^, thev approve of the general arranse en , 

s'iihnva/:.-/ ’bf Wd aAci-I <W ^ Xw’dA f omll-rtobob' 

.wnch, when carried into pmcbcc, fr^c.n ^ "Anu»Yt„ 1 ^oufe will excufe me, if 
•ivhir'ii iiavs rhfA o.>(fyer.isie cf one-third ot oui aripy. X hoj>e t.ff < P Artntf'i 

' it /tho\iV a Utrle the moderation that bc*com?S9 mP}. but the contra- 

,0 W,m.e who ha.-e »bva .tli-- generous fpnfidencs which th,s Heufe 

Z2.2_ 



j^ttfwpported by tj^vidcnc^, 
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tjienn Sir, I Impo I not be ivGCwrod.of dirrcrpe^it to the Hr>utVor Cpmmom y 1 C9d 


Cod to witMcrH Jl meiin it not. The Houle confiit'id, in theh; Comm'^cree ; alter a^^reeing lo 
the Jnipei^ehnlieni^ it voted the Artivle^ without diretilTfing' the p-'trtiea),i(c;<; ^od, ijnct*,. it h/H 
b<ippened, d»difinany are aated crirninaJ, which the Houle bafiT^oaione^i^^ 
liK'fitorioUd in arrother, character. And.ndw, Mr. Speaker , havipjj ® ‘‘-d 

j, hctpr a farjsfaaofy explanation oC my condufii, let ipr; ruppoli; for a prfoi-nenr, tha.t t 'i 
a^b'd irregularly or imprt>perly in what f have done. I'p what 1 have /fid 1 have ppr iTiy; 
3riame~—feme proof hireiy that ,1. meant to do, no wToiig., axlmitung for a iTPomerit 

that I have beer'milled i by whom Is it that I have been Ky the Oentlemfeh rp. 

Doh'o to mep and I do oontefs myfdfat a lofs4> perceive W'i,tU,>yh^t dej^;:ee,of conhftency foc^ 
a,Motion sas is riow propofed OTtn come from fxich a quartet. If hci Hcn. Oentl' ini'ifi is plctt x i 
to compliment me upon my kno-vicui^v of my duyy as a Membtr of Pariiament* I < 1 *^ 
fure you, M,r. Speaker, if lyas been tny ftudy tx> acquire that kno-w^dge, and if X have eit’fd* 
it is by following what I thought julbbable precedenis. 1 r.t^^yer could,conceive, Si'*, 
that a moderate temperate examination of what la ftated in a pubhek paper could have! 
been conftrued into a breach of privilege; but much hk^ Sir, coui; \ conceive it p0m)).6 
after peruhng the curio^f precf^ents t))vat J fbalJ now produce. will not quot 0 ^tbe.coLt»- 
rfion Payliafnentary £)ebates of the Jrewfpapen as suthorjtyj, ^ w'ill afk every, Oeptjem»iip, 
in this Houfe, Whether it has not been the invarial>le 4 >i« 4 i?e of. GentkNnen oppofire tamc|i 
to arraign with the utmo(\,fri 3 edom fuch a£ts of rhe m^lority, as they difapproved ? I ine.n 
in public ineetings, in the fliape of refolutions, Ug, But, Sir^ I will now bring it to a riicc; 
14-atter of And BrB, I I'bail bring to yo rr notice a pamphlet entitled, “ Mr. lluike'a 
Speech on the Motion m;ide for Paj^era, aS:h Feb« 17S5." Every thingoontamed in t;»at| 
fpeech i!ie Gentleman had a right tofay; but.wit?; what conliftency hecan .fu.wt a motion 
agalnft me, after publilhing many months fubfeciuenr to.t(ie fijeocH tl>i> pamphlet. 1 am zt 
K hfs to clifeover, Surdy, Sir, it was no longer a.Spttechi bo4 it'ccordfog to die la\v ol this 
day, a lifod upon Patliamont. The hrfl: paUag© that 1 Ibaii fek'C> is as follows, and.thQ 
Houfe will fecit is very, muen in the ftyle of the Gentkn;an‘s orations in Weft mini ier Haily 
Let no. man hereafter talk of the decaying energies of nature f all cf?^» acijJ and iponurntni# 
<f in the records of peculation,, the conlbbdated corruption of ages, the pattepts of ej^cm-. 
“ plary plunder in the hemic times of Rmmn iniquity, never e<{uaUs<i tLte gigantick cor-^ 
ruption of- this fjngle aa. Never did Nero, in all the infolertt prodigality of defpOtifm^ 
** d<a«! out with hii Prietorian; guard?, a donation fit to he named with the largcfs /howert:^ 
« down by the bounty of our ClianCdlorof the .Exchequer ort the.faithfui b^mdof Inslndina 
** kapoysr The next is »s follows Youir Minitoa.kne.vr, when they,(igned the death^ 
«< warrant of, the Carnatidc, that the Nabob would not only, turn all the unlortunate f^irmc. a 
“ of revenue out of employment, but that he had deuouncedv his fevereft vengeance, ag.iin/ti 
them for afting untf^r Eritilh authority. With a knowledge £.!iis difpofition, a Bnti% 
Chano^ilor of the Bxchoouer and Treafurer of the ,Nav» incited by no public advaur 
« rage, impelkcl by no public neccirtty, in a flraln of iha moA vyanton perfidy which has; 

** ever ftained the annals nf mankind, have delivered over to plunder, imprifontnent, exilCy 
amf death icfelf, according to the mercy.of execrable tyrants, all the unhappy an i 

deluded fovHwho, untaught by uniform.c.xamplc# ,v/»ic £fiU weak enough to pvt th(^ii;trutli 
»* in lE.nghfh f»it.b/‘ This Gentleman then proceeds to , argue* with the utmna freedom,^ 
that an arrangement foritied by the Right Hon« Gentleman below me ( Mr. Put; under tK^ 
fancibn of Psfliament, was a corrupt, and fcandabus. l^gain, irt order to repay certain 
perfons ibu cxp^ihccs they incut reel by bringing Members into this Houfe at 4 he fall elefflon f. 
and w:U this Gentleman vote againlf me for my modcrate dlfcuiiion of a.newfpaper fpeecK?. 
The next rcfpeaable authority that I Ihali quote, is from a pamphlet written by Richard. 
ErinHcy Sheridan, Efq, A *' Comparative View of the Iiadia Bills of Mr. Fox and Mr^ 
Pitt, atldreiHd 10 J. M. Efq. [with eigliit Aars, ] in^caffordaiire.’* In tiie AGs of the 
Houfe and of the legdbitorc are treated with the utmofl freedom. J' fhall oniy fdett thc^ 
following palhiges, beoaufe they will not tire the Houfe : 

1, “ As to the Declaratory Law iti'clf, and the pka which was made for it, we feem ta .;. 
he perfeaiy agreeAupon that fubjea. The papers bid before the Houfe of Commons ce>. 
tainly contain, as you obferve, a complete i‘efutationi ol all the pretences upon which ths 
yitiding out the four regiment^ to India was defended as a meafure of neceiTuy. And ftill 


^ore Itrongly del agrc4! with you in vovr remarks upon D^Pbrutoiy A£ts tn ^cnoral, and 
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ofhis^trnfT,, m cr.nfe'qiience 
'gcH exhibited liiin an».l the 


other Mi^mhera of V^c Bo'^rd to wV' 
he had bciongedj ot djlbb^diencc of or 



the ir>Ature of rhU Declaratory A^l to particviUr. It is in'Iecd an alarming and an iin- 
ibrtunatii evevu in the fui^ory of Pafl'Htn^int—for it is one that fhakesrthe foundation of that 
fecurity which ail nieii hope fiorn law, and of tha^ refpe^f which ail men owe to i!:~«-ro fee 
the Rrepi^fri'icau^ies of cite Ptoplr perf’iaded to in'^efcept the ordinary' courfeof jufiivCt toaf-* 
funic to theui^reb'es a judicial ibaravtlcr> and, upon the lugijefTion ot the King « ^•I»n^ilf!ra^ to 
tiefei mine a <|uefiton of property, in favour of the %r/ancs of the Crown, aguinit the claims 

■'V ^ ■„ .' , 

**■ Nior'e/in oirr apprehcnfian,;vof the confctiuercfti of th‘i,\ prccidmt be dirnimnied, by 
. ufKih clue «ri'inner j'ri 'wMoh the meafurewas carried tiirough.the Moufe of Lc^idi 5 

fo:f that rhe Sup-eme Court of Judicature in thls-coonrry fhould have been induced 

by any; ihh'jence or by anyveloquence, or upon any pb'u nf nccetfilv, pretended or reib to 
rfedde-^w unp ira’l^lcd precif.vtatlon-'^iTpon a conftrudion of Iaw~—in theabfenec ot the 
Judge* ofehr) f i^nd; and without granting a h.arinf; to the parties interefMin their deedi m.' * 
ff I t were worth reafoning or arguing upon, it would be no difficult matter to prove 
that this crooked fyltc m of involved n-lyitery'an-i contradiaory duties could never have been 
sneant for any fair purpofe of g«;M>d government.’’ r 

-7, ^* Whether under ihh loufc and arrogant manclATe, fo unlike t^C temperate precifioh of 
a Britimhw upon fuch a fubjea thwe is any one right, povircr, or property ot any lore, 
left to the Oornpany, inay r^fonaWy'be doubted',’' 

TT<;re, Sir, A^s of Parliamerit medt freely fpckcn oC I do not fay impfoncrly, he- 
caufo I approve ofa fair and liberal difevfBch of political fObje^i. j but how thcHon.Gen- 
“•tleman whe? wrote that Pamphlet can vote againlt me, I caniict conceive, i he la« au¬ 
thority that .1 fhail quote, 13 . that of the Hon. General himfelf, wfio is alfp an a\]thor, , an^ 
riot a dcip'cable one. W.hen he was on had terms with fonieor the Gentlemen wiio fit near 
him, hewrorc t)ie following paffage in an addrefsto his conmwents at Prefton-i ^ ^ . 

** Dunng the !aa Sefilon of parliament an enquiry Was Inffirured. The detail 0* theaf- 
tfmprs nr.de by Miniflry to defeat it, is ton notorious to be rieceffary upon this oc::a(ion. 
They .u hii\ contrived that It fhcaid be left impetiea.'’ Is this ho rsfl^dtion upon the 
HoufcMn anutliv/r place the Hon. General fays ; <Mf the Aate of the nation ,n its^vHrs, m 
its negocianoris, in Us concerns with its ri-naining colonies, or m the internal pclcy and 
government of tliefe kingdomsv can .afford thC fmallctt counte.^ance loan Opinion of mtegmy 
and cnpacity in .AdmiinUr.atlon, 1 am ready toab.de every cenfpn;, for being, what J am, a 
determined enemy toit j 1 Hav^ been in a iUuatlon to fee that In a com pi reared anf/alarmirig 
wa:., when, unfupported hv ary alliances, the kingdom was left folely to its Own iwtve mili¬ 
tary force, that IblV rdvance was difcouraged and depreciated i faw a fyfi-mut:c;U defign 
of vilifyine' and difgradng every officer whom thofe MiniUers had ever employed by of 
land ; aneV'thof. mo ft, who Uood higheft in their feveral profeffions. tna ru.n of ofiic«rs 
,.fonm alnioit the whole of their military fyltem; and if I have experienced my Uilbrneafure 
of their holVlV.ty, it only ifiew's the extent of their pkm j having furmfbed little elfe tUan^y 
jiea! and as a title to their malevolence. As to theVr piditical p!a«, us ohje^ .$ 

to Impofi upon 'Vie naclon from Seifion to SefTion. Far from proficin? themteives, of fuf. 
fermgochersto profit by better experience, they cxil^ by bringing forth a Iuccefiion o deceits. 

J cannot ifiut n.y eye* againU my own certain knowl.idgeof fome of themoU fatal of thefa 
deceits refpeaing America j nor retrain my juft and natural indignation at their efforts, with¬ 
out forfeUing every feeling for my Country.'’ ; , . ,. rv . v r Ja 

l.et «ot Gontlerru'^ fuppofe, bcwvft I flop here, that the fpV>;en ,s e.yhs. fted. I ho ^jrt 
^ my hwds twelvB (pwches and pamphlets written l>y the Rli;ht Hon. Gentleman (Mr. 
Burke)’, and I will thgase, that from cad. I extra^ cxpreflions mhnucly^ftrooKer thanany 
•which 1 have ufid upon any proc-edinjs of the Houfeul Cornmontr. 1 deny that 1 have 
ever raid nr written a word d.f:elix.£»f«l of this Houfe. The Honfe hav been dew.ved and 
miflad: that, have faid •, 1 fay it .gain ; and 1 win prove it, if the Houfe pleafes. by an .ip- 
peal to your Journals. 1 am much nWiged to the Hnufe for their attention, and will only 
detain them a moment longer. In one of the General's Motions, be cal s nia ^ 
an afcnt of Mr. Hallings." .1 was in that charaft'er when he was abroad , » p 

vtnlcfs he means as his warm .and ftcidy friend, who am ready to devote cyciy lacnlty that I 
have to his fervice. So far as that 1 avow niyfelf, but 1 deny that 1 wTote the letter eom- 
plained of in concert with Mr. Haftings or any other perfon. Werehde m ditfeiem coun- 
ties vwy d.lfant from each other ( and the letter I wrote on Sunday 

•duntry, from whence it was dated j nor was it feeii by a human bung t.U I u Jivei n^y-^ 
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:h antlneglefl of duty j or, leafir, 
bctiur fuch ch.irgrtf haii HOt htrxn 


rommnujcatcd to ih^n\ by the Sn 
Couivcil ? 



felf into t!ic Printer’s hands on Momlay, urdets th« fir/l ftieet, which IheUcve vyas ort 
the cal'/U" when one of my rUu^httni came inro the r6'.m. I j. 4 H j:ii:nhu'v ;S>r, ii-aayre 

^he Bon, Cerieral infmu^.tefl that every thing done tvas ^onein CDnccrt, ^nd aij itied 

fyflern. So in the cah* Captain Wiitiams; ,1 do k'lenutly ckclai -;^^ Kj\in>;s,kVic\v 

nothing abouj; that ma'ter- The moment ! Tow die alhack upon himy I did v/h.^r } iur(# 
he would h^»ve done by ?ne, i font him the papeiy and tin; mead rf;i;e 4 )^; far a*, 

cavne withini my own koowlolge. As to the poetry to \vhld;| the Hopf'Centnal a^u (ihc 
Letters of Sirnkin), ir is fo excdlent, 1 fan',;y the Han,General icads it with pkal'ure-; bri .! do 
aiTiirciiiih that the author of thofe vet reals coo inciepenefent bedv in mlnid anti lormrre to act 
under the dire^lion of any peiTon, or from any other modve tlvAihis own conviiiiiun ; dndhtiih 
Sir, 1 truilmy caufe, liaving the fuUeil reiUnce upon the juiuce and candoar ot tlie HcaJc/^ 
Major Scott then withdrevv. *'• , ^ ^ . 

. Gchiral Burgovne lofc again ^ and jnhved his firft KC‘net.d iler0lhticn, wiilch was '".omeied 
by ivir. Grey, and agrivd to by the Idoufe. He tier: o(i;ert<^uo loovchis ftcend R^Kiutk-n, 
di»c£ily charging Major Scotc wkh having violated the law and ufagedf, PuiT^niuii, dod 
keen giiliify of a Breach of Privileg^r’:;, ; ' 

Mr^ Sheridan rofe, for the fake of the regularity of the proaedlhg. ar\d faid, ho conceived 
the Houfe ought firit to vote the letter of the Hon. Mcntber, as printed in the ntwip.ifH;r>a 
Icand dous and Ubdious writing, before tl.'ey voted any thing periVittal ro fhe auttor. ’ , 

A motion w^saccordivigiy framed, and on its being read frprtv Chats', , 

The CtmceUorof ihc Exchequer rofeand faid, theugU nO perfon could agree more hcartwy 
with (.hegtncfal' principles bid down by the Hon. General nor weald be more anxious th-« ■ 
he vyas to prefer ve the privilege8v.<>f the Houle from attack (vind if the paper, upon dun 
e.onfideration, fbouM he found to bear out the conftru<.^ioa put uppn lty.ihe conceived tlieit? 
Could be po qudiion but that the cenfurc of the Houfe muft fhU on the ffhnfadlon) ^ u 
as a iax pra^itice had obtained of late years in refpe.il. to pubheations relative to /the pyob ^d- 
jngs of Parliament, he rubmitted, it to,the candid judgment of the Hoft. Gereral and hb 
friends, whether it would not be, more fair, not imojediatcly to-proceed to vote the papr- a 
fcsndalous and liheilous writing, hue to give Centferneti time to exarndne wherb?f it was to 
©r not, before rliey weje called tipon to vote it ? However lax tfie rule had hitherto been; ihc 
GhajKftUof of the Exchequer faid, it was undcobudly properrhatjtifl^ould be enforced'5 
then, v/hen the Jyftem of iTiitf enforcement v.>a5 prppofed to be adopted, hs truHed,'every 
Gi;nflcniao WGUhi fee tt-e propriety of doing equal jvifiatv would pot think it warrshtabic 
fnddcnlyanri precipitately to apply it to a fuigle cafe wirhoui dtlil^'ration, He deciaretk he 
did not think It right to fey what h'.s^ opiniwn wa^, on the ftrfl hcarirg the letter in queftiOn 
read 5 Indeed it wasfcarcr ly poflible for him to do ('I with any !ati:>fa‘.tio|i to his own mind, 
or with any Colour of ju dice to the party concerned; and therefore he conceived it would be 
fiKirq proper for the Roufe in general to take tlie matter up with delibera ">0, apd not on the 
hnpuife of themomentto ^«r>ieeitiierone way or the orh^r, Under this idea, the Ohancellnf 
.oiThe ExchcqttC't^concluded y/ith moving, That rfeDebate beadjeurntd and,he faid, he 

would »r(?me any day that flioukl be molf convenient to the Houfe. Thuifelay ntxt was the 
day fixed on, arid the Motion was put accordingly f.om the Chair. 

Mr. Eox feid, he had no ob]ci;>ion to the propofed adjournmeiU of the D^'ibate^ but forne- 
thing h .4 fallen from the Hon, Gcindeman which he did not'clcafly underftaud, J he Ru’.iu 
Hon. Gentk'man h cl talked of the /p.v praiflica that had obtsincri in rcfpedl to tibeb on thj\t 
Houfe and its proceethngs, as if they w’ere about to depart Irorn any eflablilhed rule of the 
iioufe. Mr. Fox decUred he wav not aware thac tlie rule had ewer been depaned from. He 
It had not been univerfally epforcecl} but wfienevet complaint had, been mad' of a Libel on 
the Hotifc, or any of itsMenabers, thei ule h«d,,he believed, been uniformiy and regnlady car¬ 
ried into execution. On thepirtfent occAf on, ha hpj>cd the Motion vvculd meet with a full 
difcufTion Irv a full Houfe j becaufe, If ever then! was a cafe particufeily entitled to the confi- 
deraiion of the Houfe, it was the cafe cf 'an Impeachment, and a trial up.;n it, the Mj- 
pagers of which had the ftrongell claims on the Houfe for their protcdllpn and fupporc 
Sigainfeall Libels and Libelfern } and fuch, he trufted, they would experience next Thmfday. 
The qudfion of adjourrum’nt of the debate was put and carried, 

Tuoksway, May 27, 

Mr. Wigky lofe in the Houfe of Commons, and fiated, that he ha <5 fcmcihlng ro fey 00 tlie 
jjort of Major L<;oU. ’’ ' 

‘ . th® 
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'tb'A* iucli 

itit7rcotumi(nicri(etK . 


■ Mr. Dallss, upon this, c'hffvved> tfiJi’ 
as l\c- jpokt* upon tb'f atithorily d! 



t^Speaker for thi i^ke of rcguhrlcy, that die Ortter of the D«y might firft 

ifcad j Vi^hlol) Iri\ ii';v^ been reach , » 

' iMr. W(/ vy tiiea I'iiidji previous to the ^loufe. prbeeedrh^ to rchime ilie dehate, Majbb 
1/ ,Scott tv.i/ntd to he perfb fe^words tu his dtitenee j which being iiiinnediatciy 

i' {j-'-i’nted, 

Major Scott eptemf, an^l look hKs feat, add faid, he wifhw! to fa.y a few words tfpon * 
point in Which, from whac'had mehirionsed to him by f6m« Geiulemen, he Cbnceived 
, Itcluid not raadi; l<im(e\lrfofiicieoily^^^ the orlier nigtit. He had nittjaiit to (Ute id 

I’i, nhc fpeexh vvbich the Korife' indiflgent to hear, that nothing was ever farthti from 

1^.';-; f(' 0 U!i 5 ht?, than to do, an nil v/hich fhould give offence to the Hoo^ of Conmm.’hs, and 
.‘ v> cyp;f'i\iconcerri, if wlriil heI itk! done fticH/td have thatetre(ft. Atthe fame tirae, h(auv- 
$ ' ever, he niuft beg, leave to ibue, that, t.iiongli not a very oM Member of Parliameiit, he had 

'v 'been djiig^nr in an ahclftrcwi t<V hia duty} t'tat he had Obfei'ved upon many gr-eat anc' impor- 

V' emt rubjVas iigitafed wvdnn that Howfe had wa\cd its privileges, or at knaft 

\l had for a tong time forborne; to extioure them j and in no one public marter more tb m in the 
J npeaohment, and in all the difcuflioriS led to it. Were not the Charges, as originally 
i , prefenua by a Right Hon, Gemkman (Mr. Burke), publicly fchd, almoft air loon as thef 

, • 'c.;pie.K vvm piirired for this Houfe ; The Bnicies the fame. Was riot a very cafriouA Letleri 

I.VV fdJ the Mfmagurs, and fait lo Mr. Franci r, alfoprinted in the ncwfpapcfft ^ Kvery 
r dJy.-uethat Jed to the Imp<^achment w’as publiavfd, and'ever)'day’s proceedings ft nee tins 
f ' began* in more dvah tv- o n»-three editions. He had taken the liberty to itatc the other 

,t‘.. vi ttht a Vtirif iy of r>ihiT j.nrbh^ations, (ind one in p.irticular Irorti n Right Hon. GcntlemaTl 
,l:Hr. tiurke;’, in which Iw, hAd'dtfcrilxjd the Condua of tlri; Mirtider as' more corrupt than 
I ' KC;*o’s, unf 111!'the tyrants td anut^uity and modem days put iog.it!ier. This was a pnblR 
Coohy hfuing froUi bi.S (.''bret live months after he was ruppofe-d to haveipoken it in 
rj: fVouft. Ir was rlleiefore «i'b4 upon two Right Hon. Getnlernen (Mr. Pitt and iMr. Doh*. 

Jr', d.s) artd upon the t-ioute. It called an Adtofthe LegUlnuiO a corrupt and af-* 

V'ib-'idi ihe uondudl Of thofe Gcmkmen ta.a deftre to repay ct-rtain Geutkmert the expeneft 
. ^trey lv.,d iricurred in bt ihglng Members Into this prefent Parliament, The Major concluded 

h\ faying, that If he liad a&cd wrong, be’ilhoold feel as truich concern as any man,.but 
^ he b«^ done (o by following the example pf tbofe Gentlerpeh wiio had made the prvfcm 

■v; comphunt. ^ ^ 

’ Tbsi Ivlajor having wiihdravi'n, the Speaker read the following moilonfrOm the Chair i 
/ ■ T'hnt iI appears to iHU Houfe, that the letter publidled in ihe D tA-Kv, or ll'mijAiVi 
■ z** of May iS, Isa fcandalous’and libellous paper, re Pea Ing ort the Honour and 

- J ultice of the Houf?, and cn r.ho cbndua of tlie Managers appointed to ctmdna the lift- 

now pending avainft Warmi Hafting^, Efq.'' 

T Mr. Wigley rbfe to obie( 5 > to the Mot on as umnceftliry, conceiving the apology made by 
.i'. the Mon. 'MeriibcT to have hern fufticieiit f6r the 4<l?ince» Xle ^fedlaicci himklt to be alwdy# 
t' ' ready ^caloufly to marnuiR and defend tlte privileges of the H(5>ufe j burin lb doing, he wiflved 
f «o make a diftlqaion between a wUml Breach bf Privileg,e, and a Breach that might bavte 
bern «icc5*tjoacd hy the rcinifthefs and rtlaxAtioi'i of'rhc Ho'ufe as to the exerci-fc and enforce* 
Tmmrcf their own rokoi, Every day, he fald, atTorded a proof of theremiftnefs of the t^oufe, 
by'the'ftaternent irr the public papers of ilkir proceedings, 1 he Hon., Ocntlcrnap fmt, ih 
Che prc'fcnt cafe, only ar'.nvered an account of a fpeech that had b(f!en given the day before rn 
the fatme paper j and being anxious to conrr»di« 5 X afTertidns he bdieved ro be talfe* he had 
i! Trt'kn into the errors compirined'-of, He acknowledged that this was rjb eXcufc, but he 
i wifhi'd It to be couftriored Sri an cxUnuatior), that might induce the HoUfe tO receive as luf- 
' ftcienc the apology they had ?ie?.rd from itiC Hon. Member j tdj^ciaHy as the rule of the I-i^ uk 
b»<l not been bbfw vcd 'vi0 the "rigour now ppopofed for near a centmy. II tht Houfe, fu'W- 
ere., thotdd proceed to rtotlcc the libel compl.dMed pf, they wonM not do juft ice, uhiefs ihdy 
ftioujd entefinro art enquiry and'inftitutc a fimii.ir proceeding the various iibda 

produced by the Hon.' Mtmbt r U\ Friday, wluchlto (Mr, W.) faid, he woufd give them a« 
opportunity of doin^* by rnoving to enter mto a Gonih'iitfee fer that purpofe* He dechj* 4 rd 
he did not fay this as a thrt.ar. 'Mr, Wv,i}ty made a few dbfct vtiiions on feveraf of the rules 
, and orders of the Htjuk, and particularly on that daciaring the admittance of ftnangtrrs to 
be a brtachof privil^ffi*, whiclj: hrwchref privilci-e iiad, he ohfervcdj for fevcral years beert 
‘ wi-olly difr^gaide.d, Would it, he alked, be ct nftdcreci ro bo juR and rcufunabk, if the Houfg 
filould, afrer admit.ing ftrar^ers, order ihe doers to be locked, and clued th«iiV bajiaai to kiki» 
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Ji/ges which were to be tbund In the Manager^ l;n«?w ,to be 
i^ipany's archives, aud .which the mi^ht produce if they pka^e»:^> th^^C 



into eudody every, ftianger prefent ? He withed to compare that caie with tl.e prefent. Mr* ■ 
Wigl’ey I'eminded the Houfe, that they had no proof that the Hc'h,^ aMtbpr 

of the Llheij .except by his own .confefhon 3 and he would nppc.d mpvqry l-awyer. both 
lide5 the Houfe, whether a confefljon ought not to be raked u!i togeiber, thr-'i id party miifjhii 
Utve the beneht of the w hole of it. Had the ’Word /Wf/^ .pifvdc a part of the Motion* /hfir. 
Wigley raid, the Honfe mufl uecetrarUy have gone into a t ommitttie to enquire Intovund 
ascertain the fad before they had proceeded, in thrtt nafe, the' e miqhc, he obferyod^ h ivo 
occurred great ctifficuitic's.. He deckared, that f ver fhpuid be the dec«Ktph> of the Bouj't::,y 
lie ha*f rK^owbt it vvoul^ be proi^r j and, though but a yooog; iMj-niber, he Knew hi^ du-'y 
foo well not ?,oacquiefco in itf let it be what it mighc 3 hs l oped, howtver, no the conh- 
derations that he had lifted, that the Houfs would not i^roceett hadiiy, but would be fat's- 
lied with the apology given. 

Mr. ilprke rpfc kaxr^ and aiked wl.at fort of an apology the Houfe had Heard, a Pel what 
was tite Hon. Meraher's indication of, repentance ? An aud;vcioiis avowal pf the i-djef and 
a drred recrimination upon the Members of the Coinmittsti of Managers! For bis 
and I»e doubted, not he fpoke the reritinienis of the Managers in general, Ue cquaMy dofiud tbe 
Hon, Member, his friend, and hf$ friemFs friend, and all that they could Having.’ 

made this exordium, Mr. Burka faidj vlciie argument of the Hon. Gentleman' mded to cbt 
up the privileges of theHoufe by the roots? hccAufc, if ev9;y ihcach df Ibvvilege weir to.'bpy' 
jirofec^uted, it would do more hapisn than good. There, was fcarcely a lijan m that Howfil*' 
who- was not ty^jy day of tome Breach of Piivilege or prlier ? but tlie Hcufc fiKWQd 
its wifdom and its juudcncc in paging over a great number of lh;eacli¥s of Privilege, 
noticing fucl> <j*t:dy as from their nature abfolutely dernanded the notice of the Houfe, I'dd 
not every man know, that 'n cafes of aifauU, from cIk mere liiviug; a linger on another, down 
tp dire^ murder, each was equally an aifault; but. wquld any perfon irv tlich* fenk^s redom, 
mend the proceeding upon the Stoics’ principle, and pumflilng e^ieT-y aifaultj tiv? flighted 
wem as the moll atroclons equ.ally? In like manner the prefent queiVipn vvas not, V/kn 
Breaches of Prlvilese had padtd unnoticed ? but, Whether a niiOil 'atrocious Libel on tlicir , 
lioncnir andjuftice ouglu to efcapd vengeance of chat Houfe ? The Libel in queiLon ,4. 
dvrectactack on the h Profccutlon of Uie n.oA fclemn natu.'vv;tlu? 

authority of the-Houfe,; while tlvey were endeavouring to bring a crbwIriLl, loaded wirh arv 
unexampled mafs of crimes, t<jx jWiVtce, V/ouki the Houfe futTer the cltlinqcint; to ufe i):; 
unjuiUy acquired wealth im fland^ring the means by which he was to be hrought V.v juaje,; 

It was not t,he matter of the .Libel, but tbs vehicle of it that he condemned. M'ith I'egsud 
to the pubiicatioo of fpeeches, the praflice had obtained from the .timu of Loid Clamndori to 
the prefcnt day, and, when difercetiy cxerdfed, no harm could rcidlt from it ; but, on rhe 
contrary, much good might, accrue to the public, who pufjit to be Infomicd of Vvhat p.Tf d 
io that Hpufe ; and it .would be for the wifdom and prudence of die. Houfe to deciek 
fhou /4 bcvpublifhed with Impunity and without notice, and what fhould not, A very 
#linguiaied Member of that Houfe, the date Mr. Grenville, had, by the pnblicat.on crry.c^ 
iebrat'ed fpecch of his on the Middlckx ekaion, recorded his coni'tivutional pmGipks for , 
i^ver i ‘and he had veafon to WMevc the practice \^ -is pccalkmally, and with grea^piopr iety, 
followed by ibn>e of the family to this day. Having jumfied the praiSlice of piinting fp«dhe.<, 
Mr, Bptke tt'curred to his animadvcrfions on the ccindu^l of Mr. Haftings and his agents ; 
wiiUe the Managers of the Impeachment were difeharging their, duty tq the Houfe, and ac* 
cufmg the principal, h,W agents, declared, wer.'; accnfmglus accufers, and the Libd com¬ 
plained of was nothing m«retV*an the lalVof a long iiff of i.i^els fyilemadcally >nanuf«<iVu,rcd 
by M.ajor Scott, who had not yet fald a word of all his othir Libels, though rhey Vvere mat-, 
tors of the greateft uotmlety. As a jnoof that the Letter In queiBon, ftagirious as it was, 
was not the inofl atrocious l&fall, Mr. Burke produced and read a paper Bating its contenfs 
in be the wot tls c(,a coriverfarion held 1 etween Major Scott and a Noble Lord (Lord Dover^, 
when Major Sepp; delivered to that Noble Lord the 1 ‘cririon of Mr, Hafllngs to prefent to 
tl\e Houfe of Lords. The words ufed by Mwajor Scott, as Mr.. Burke reivd them, wf^re, that 
the whole of the Proceeding on the pait of the Managers-had been in the h.ighcB do^rc« 
iniquitous, cruel, andunju/L” Mr. Buike commented upotv the crlininalUy of fuch .l 
dechiratlon coming from a Mfivuber of tliai Hpufe. He (aid, it was a moit flagitious and 
«iutragtous Libel on tlie Managers. What (lie aCeed) was a Nolk Loid, One of the Ju-CgtS* 
wlm were tp decide upon rhe caufe they vveiie employed in the crmdudf of, to think of them, 
when they were called to carry on that caufe, and a Mc.mber of tfi« Houfe who were the 
IUrt lU, ^ fioivciitoii 
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# / tbAt tive Cotinnr,! h^tl not 

tl' J f^f inlin uat ioilagAiiift 

\ ©^viiiTob* : 


Mr, Moore, to <To J»,w«y the Iropref- 
r>on which thisohffrvfjtion miglu 
l>t?ggtd leave to explain himlclf* The 


rfuors came down- from the place whet *-* be hjjd voted the profccwtlon, and toW one of 
the LordSy that he was not tg* credit the W'ords of the'Managers, becaufe their motives were 
** Ini<T|uirous, onjuft, find cruel Mr, lUurlct;,faid, he bild out of the t|ue<l:ion all that con¬ 
cerned himfijf ? moll men were deeined partial in their own caufe, and it was right they 
(hould be lb confidered j he was. indifferent to all tliat related to h*m perfonxlJy. He bad 
for ten years together, from tfUkj year employed in the work of the Trial*, and, 

from the ariival of Mifpir Scott in Errgland,, he had Ivten the objcil ot the Libels poureti forth 
in 1‘uch torrents 'rgaihil h‘m. That Ho'jfe lad anfwered them effcdliially, byappeinting him 
A Member of a Seledt Comiriitree to detect Indian Delinquencies ; at a fobfeqticnt period, 
by granting him additional powers j afterwards by fanilloning the produce of his labours p 
and laffly, by adopting the Chirges, aiKi inltitutlng the Impeachment. Their cmiduft in 
this lafi rcfptifli he faid, was a complete refutation of all the calumny and fcanclal fa in« 
dullricuffy heaped upon him. Bur now ihefe harpits were oot content wltlrfhetlding th.eir 
filth on him fingly, but they dared prefumptuoufly to make the Houfe parties, and arraign 
<he jufficeof its proceedings. For his party he entertained an utier contempt for the wbiit 
. ;>i thofe who called themfelvcs the friends of Mr. Haftings j b»t the Houfe could not, m 

confi^lency, and frcni confideraricn of what was due to their own honour, difregard what 
he was fatj^hed was part of a fyitem to covet the frauds, perjuries, and villanics of thedclin- 
quent, and an aitempc to turn into ridicule matters the rnollforious arid awful. Mr. Burke 
declared, the ftrongeft fign of a depraved nund was ihe being able to break a wicked jell 
upon the rnqfl grave and important matters. It fliewed that tlie wickednefs of a nation was 
footed, noct that notions of propriety and decency were lulled to a lethargy a nd abandoned, 
Mr* Burke read the extrail frpm the proofs adduced in the Benares C ha;;ge, which had 
caufed fo much ienfibility in Weftirnnllei-Hall, and afked if fuch horrid barbafities as it 
, ftated were ftt fubjcifls for mirth or ridicule? Having declared chat if the extfa<fl he bad read 
was an Invention, it was no in.>'!''iiiiciir)i of his 5 and having defcanted on the affair of Deby Sing, 

• wiiichhe declared himfelf ready to prove tliere or any where dfcj Mr. Burke profeffed him*» 
fclf a fincere friend to the Liberty ot the Prefs, confidering it sx a facred thing, and the main 
Pillar of the Conftitution •. but (he aikedj v/as it a proof of the Liberty of the Prefs to foffer 
iihe Agent to a Criminal to libel the juftice of thsvt Court before which the Criwuiiai was on 
his trial ? He was fatished, he faid, that the Houfe was not bafe enough fo feparate them- 
fdves frem the Managers, and iCt them like raggamuftins led to a poft of danger, where tf.ey 
would be well peppered, without (landing forward in their defence. He declared be was not 
afraid of the Liberty of the Prefs, neither was he afraid of its licentiournefs j but he avowed 
himfclf afraid of its venality. Mr. Halting^ was able to buy up all the newfpapers, and be had 
heard, from vffrathe deemed good authority, that ao,oool. had been expended in the publica¬ 
tion of Mr, Haftings’s Libels. With regard to the Hon. Gentkman's threatened Comm»tte« 
of.Knquiry into the Libels pubiilhcd of late years, he w«a ready to meet the whole phalanx 
of India Delinquents with their AlTbciaies upon that fubjedt He (aid, It was abfolutely ne - 
ceifary that the Houle ftiould proceed, as he knew it to be one of the floating opinions abroad, 
that the Houfe was ag^^infl the profecutioncontinuing any longer. If they were, they ought 
to have refolution enough to declare it, and difeharge their Managers j if on the other hand, 
as he believed was thefa£l, the rejiort was wholly without foundation, he was ready tCf go 
on, and to wear himfelf out in their fervice j for he thought it the moft honourable one that 
any man could he employed in. But it behoved them to. a<ft firmly that day, (ince he defied 
any Member to produce an inftance in the hlftory of this country, while the Houfe of Com¬ 
mons were proftciuing a moff powerful delinquent, of the Managers of fuch profecution 
being Ubflied by one of their own body. He ran through a long catalogue of enormous 
crimes, all of which he imputed to Mr, Haftlngs, and faid, hi defted the united cakndail 
t)f Jail-ddivery throughout the kingdom, to produce a lift ofoffi'iices in any proportion in 
point of foulnefs and atrocity. Major Scott, be oblerved, had denied that he v/as Agent to 
Mr. Haftings at prefent. What wap he then ? He was either Agent, or fomething more j 
tie was Mr. Haftings himfelf. Their fexes, names, charaifters, and conftitutions, were 
confounded. If he went to the India Houfe, hefa.v jMajor Scott copying out papers, and 
paying money for Mr, Haftings j at the Houfe of Lords h^ faw Major Scott preienting a 
Petition Co a Noble Lord, figned Warren Haftings, which Major Scott had afterwards told 
them, in that Hovife, was his drawing. Ar their own Bar they had feen Articles of Defence 
exhibited by Mr, Haftings* who had made It hi* boalithai he had drawn tliofe Ar ticks in rive 


brought ar^lna Board of rdly wVrf fci'r j*. 

Wich hi; had been a Mf Uibert Urtdoubt- ai\d ue’glecl of duty. Bui the at^l On wjijj 

days, In aniwer to Charges which HacI coA him (Mr. Burke) as lormy years to_ prepare ; and 
afterward^, when i\ir. Counfei exprelitd their clifratisfacHcri i*t those Ai ticips, 

Major Scott came into WcAm'inAer Hall, and laid, that he and. othcra wrote them 5 the triie 
name of Mr. HaAin§4 therefore muA be u^m, Ance e,ve»y/th»n.^ 

declared he was nat.»frald <?f any of the Libels he had alluded to, foV ihef ^■e: 


Mr* Burke 

not rern^tdtahle either for the ekgar^ce of thei 


AyJe, the heauvy , '^ftheir compohrioh^^ or tha;; 


.force of their argumenta y bur, fuel) as tlwy w’ere, they caiL;d tbr the vengeance of the Houfoi 
and efpeciaUy ih? daring Libel then in queAion, that they migti; mark to the wlfole woiid 
thsir deteAatiqn of the fynem pviitbfod by the crim:n2ils of India to defeat the juitfoc 
of that Houfe and fhe Nation. 

The Chancellor of the Ejcche^uer fa;d, it wasnece/Biry for lilna only tofay ru few V/orcL'orf 
the Motion, and In ddn% fo lie fiiould liy ahdo many of the tooiev introrluoed by the.foight 
Idon Gentleman, as wholly foreign to ihe matter oontainvd In the pHper complahi^^^^^ 
which confoquentily could noconneilion whit the ihmiodthtv** the debate; he 

ibouMlay afide alfo every confideratipn of tha mher lih# vttat dvj Uight Hon. Genilsibm 
had mentioned, becaufe it was impofrible for him, Aandlrtg 'np in that Hanfe, to know ariy 
thing of ihcmj, unlefs by a regular complaint they had bto btought upon tlie Table. In like- 
manner, be Ihould take no ndticd.of the Right Hon;, Contleman’i aggravation r/!'iln^ fafk 
containsd in the Charges that formed the Articles Of Inypef-'ditnent; thofe fatfis bein^ now' 
\inder the comideiMiiqn ;^nd fubjcA: to the dccifjou Of t of courfe cc/uW 

not be the proper fnbjedls of difcuaion at prefent In the .Houfe 5, ,but wi th re;;^?trd to the other 
arguinenis.pf the kiglu Hon. Gentleman, heliad not at all changed hia opimon Once be had 
declared that he thought there was matter I.n r)ie Articles At for tlia: Hci afe toTuh]c<5t to the 
jnveAigarion of the Houle of Lords, and to c^rry up to tlveir Bar.lh t(v.^;Biape c Intpaadj-’i 
menu Nothing that had paff^d iince having occafioni^d ljun to alp.r iVt&k^htiments, he ne- 
ccTnily declared, that he thought the Hoofe bound in juftlce, and in clifehurge>of its ow^j\ 
honour, to give every proper fupport to the Trial, and td t.:iq M;diagci-s, wLoirr^d^^ had 
authorired to carry it on. The proceeding was a ferious one, and’ii ought tohe condi.'fied 
with all the folsmnity fach a proceeding nece‘T*rily demanded 5 he therefore, was difpofedp ort 
gll oceiirmo?, to give cyery fupport to the Managers that a; conflcler<:(rion of the judice dm; to 
othets wbbld admit j and whenever they had applied for the- protc£tiOitof the Hoafe, the 
Houfe^ud been always ready r.o give it, cxcept’-ng in a fing-le iniV-mce, where, upon r.he ap., 
plication of an rndividual, itharf appe'ired. that: he was, nom his p'Shuliar hluatlah, cntivlid to 
tlislr iiril fionfideration. Gentlemen, the Chiincellcr of the Exdieduer hud, would eafvlyv 
perceive tlm he afjuded to the appUcanon of Sir Lhjah Impey, who certainly was in juAicev 
entitled to. the interference of the Houfo it) vhe manne/ in which it had' intea'fered. VVUh rc'. 
g jf.! to the pruTci^o.al Charge contained in the paper comphined of, it was imi,>omble So go Into 
difculBon, bdeaufe it. was either a qucAion of opinion or a «j.ueflio{i intention , in nei¬ 
ther of which, cafes any one man cculd judge for anovher<j not that he meant by thus remark to 
Ax any imputation on the Right Hon. Gemkinan a.** to the matter alkdgcd iis the paper i no 
man more readily ac<.]uittcd the lion. Gentleman of a pre«detenriina-;i-,;n not f'pclore the pro- 
fee,ution in the prcfcnt SeAion of Parliament. It was equally unnecci'Hny, lie obferved, to 
invclligate the truth or feifehood of the Libti complained ol 5 was fuAiqcnt tc read the 
paper to fee what it was, and there could no; be a doubt biu it was a Libel on the Manngeig 
of a prorecution authorlfed by that Houfe, and therefore he readily admitted that it was a 
Breach of the Privifeges of' tht Houfe. The only qucAion thefcforo was, in what maiiher 
It ought to betaken notice of. The general purport of the Motion he was ready to agrei' to, 
bur it did not Arike him what pari: of the MbH v.io\ild fupport the words, highly refkdm^ 
on the Honour and JuAicc of the Houfe.” That did not appear to him to have been made 
our. With regard to the Libel i-felf, as ther«K had certainly been for feme years a relaxatjon 
of that HonCe iri the practice of maintainmg Its privileges fe rigidly as formerly, and in-my 
X-ibeU highly rcAe^ting on the Houfe had pufC-id unnoticedi though fuch a circumAanes un¬ 
doubtedly wav no juiliAc.ation of the paper complained of, yet every candid man, hefhouldl 
conceive, Would readily agree, that it ought to weigh in mitigation of the offence j and therefore 
be would recommend it to the Houfe to t.rke the matter up with temper and moderation, 
rather with a view to mark fheir difapprobation of fuch publications, and to hold cue a Isflbrt 
to perfonn to avoid incurring their difpleafure in future, than by any unneceffarily har/h pro¬ 
ceeding, to give the world reafon to fuppofe, that the motive wav founded in perfonal rc- 
fenuneut, or any thing that could be conArueti into,a vindi^Uvc-feeling, neither of which, ho 
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highly 
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Vh jifU werf 'foundcd, ht; ^id, w.ia diditea of thrir confcience and ifheif 
(^th^Iiurfrdhail in obedience to the duty, 0 isc;«arckd fifteks .mvon 


wouhl;hnyi?,the^^O^ innueiice on the minds of any one Gentleman of tli 
i.IouiV./>tt the 'fn*e(:ent ocu^tlionv Tl)e Chancellor of the Kxcheqtier faicr; he had tht^ught 
lit'-, .fla -7 r.:ujs uftrl)r to eoiioiatc Ids ietitiments on thii fubjed; and if the words high 
cm the .Hcioour and JuHiee ot the Houle’* were omitted, or Gentiemen woold 
point out what |-.arc of the. ioutr comjf^laincd of warranted their irilertion in tlie Motion be 
ihoi/id hive rip objeiifion to it, ; . ” 

.'fr» Fox ephtthdeci that a .hHel like that com pi hi in ;-d of, being directly levelled at the 
'iVLinaj^'iisa adling flip ordct'a'pi th in the profecutlon of an Impeachment au- 

?horiz-d apd infficiired by tlte Idoufc itielf, was in his mind^a lilxl in defiance of the Honour 
nnd Jufiice of that Hpufe, iaid th.3 moil; proper of all others todake iip, A Libel on the’ 
J-iquItf irlelf, wps nptj, lie latd> of heariy the fame dangerdu-s conferpience, becaafe the Hoiife 
x.va-i armed witft fhffipicnt powers to .pTOveajtTHf p but «' L on the Manag.^is might be 
coofjdeicd ss aorv indmdu werp, pomparaiively fpeakirig, belplefs, and, pot 

h,vUd:q;thp povyer tp prottxf tlicpifeivt^bt in^^^ to tf»e Hoiife for proteilion, 

'ih toprpbatc d the argumvnt pf ,Mr. Wigi^jy, that the Houfe ought to take notice of or pro- 
lyChie every individual bjeacli of Its privileges, or not to profccute them at all. In 
t'Ulier cafe, he faid, the Hpid’e wbpid moil: tmwlfely j it tvas by a prudent exercife of 
rhcii- difvTttion, and by difbrguiihiivg the natPte of f;ne Breach of Privilege from another,' 
rhrit they vrout.d heH; preserve, theh pi ivikges. Were they to proArcute in all cults of Breach 
of Pr.ivilege iiulifcrifnuKifqlyj fheir w'liolv tlnie would beJpent in ciiciiinal procceillngs, and 
the Hople wqujcl l>ecdnip:a ivin'aa th(i country, inifteiwl of h fccuiity to Its liberties. If 
<m ihi5’'pthe^ hand they vt'ere to IfeH into the other tKtreme, and profecuie in no infij.rice, thei 
i'louf^i would incur tpe public contempt, find beconic almgefher -urdefs. It was, therefore, a 
had cxtentiatipn <n: ,;>tiy /iated <.fferice to <:jy, that the Houle had negleaed to take natice'of 
odieplibds on the apd it ought to be peculiarly rnild in thomodeof 

injoiihing tiiO auihof pi: rlre Libel now comjilained of. Was its merciful remiUhcfs i'n feme 
Ccd. s any reafqm 'vyhy, hot td ivroceed with feverity in cafes of Breach of Privik^.ge the 

mod ii.t'£,rai t and outrageous >, VVas ic an arglnncmt that would be borne in a Court of jurtice, 
it,on a, prolecution tor a Libel agalnCf him, it was to be fatd that Mr. Box bor/ * 
toi tent of, Libels,B'ir fdpVcem yi',,ii s logctiur with patience, and therefore eritked ihdLibe .ivt 
aj. it vvere to publalt one Gn the contrary, would it not be confidcred, that his for- 

Itcarancc fo long- had heavied uixm hlS Libeller a d^t of gratitude, which ap;grav«ted his 
opme, il, aitc«, lo Jong a forbeamnCc on ihepurt o! Mr. Fox, he at laft thought proper iopi' 0 « 
ibcufe. For hrs pa* r,, Mr, Kc . ivild, it had been his lot, and that of his Right Hon. Friend, 
.ILj h ivp been liboHed gyoisly fot tlie gro'ater part of their political lives, but they iteithei" of 
tviem h^Hcl thotiglu it right from prudent motives to take any notice, except in a fjngle inltaiice 
>U’ two, pi tlis 1,1 bcHCl'S s nnd» Iceiing thar their proLcutihg might attended with 
i .'Uhev worfe |en«r4il conGcjutpc^^^ tlian the Libels did thvrrt harm, they had treated the Libels 
apd ineir Hucupf s contenrpt.^ But the ca‘e w.ss widely different between a 

Libel on iudividui'.is ini tlicir private capacity, and individuals fan(ffioned by the authority of 
that Hobfe, and adling Managers of an Impeachment inffituttd by that Hpufe. Neither 
vyas the p'ftttutij oij thf. Honourable Gentleman who (poke firll in the Debate, and tire 
llon;.>orHbIe C'entleman w.io had juiit fat down fiad iupp'ifcd,' that the Idoufe bad relaxed 
fap*. ortlrtg us {riyiljgcs, by not taking proper notice of fuch Breaches 6f Privilege 
.,>• i'.ad apj.'iXircd to cicfeiVC their notice. As often as complaint had been made, the 
I loufe,',had, gioiindcd a proceeding vijKMi that compl.aint. On the fubjedt of the ptefeht 
{ipf c Klunint/Only, the pap<;r ccmpiainul of now was net tie firfl, the fCcontl, nor the third 
Libe). cluii.* the H'>ufc‘ li,id taken notice of, but the fourth that Ivid l>etn /t.aieri to it. The 
Mor:uni( Herald had bern ordered u> be profe-aited by order of the Hout'e for a IfibiJ. Ath 
ofhe. pnptr had been ot .L;red to be profecurecl, and Mr. Stodtdafe liad Hkewile ham ordei ed 
to be pi'oLxaicd , it was (me, that ,Mr, btockdak h,id been ncquitted ; but that did not alter 
the prefenr. argument. . Ard the Printer of the World had been profecuted likewire by oidet 
of ths, Huufc, .and conna'i'd recoidy, within this day or two. It w.ss not true, thcicforc, 
tliHc thc Houfe had abanch ued the defence of its privileges by netjleaing ro puniifh breaches 
of them* With regard to the degfee of criminality between Mr, Stockdale, or the Printer 
of a Ncwfpnpt,r, antiM.,jor Scott, there was no comparifon; Mr. Fox faid, a BobldelRr and 
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Gentleman 
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N A T (V K s, whom the Dtrjivi^ hiMrher ntA' ap liil^ wlliiil 

Wmer' X-ten^raii Ibacl i LL to .\ x.l v breiic)i> oi* a difcfiargeof duty ji 'whetllk 

t>entlcman had well fUted k, he liad an opportunity of malong tyny complaint %;>avXt th <5 
Managers that be thought their condrk^i: deferved *, h** have ..‘tdyj 

and had no occairon to libel tlic Managers fvotio one end of to'tjit'others JVjr^ 

Fox added a great variety of other arguments to prove, that if ■ .er ivl^ibcfe 
ordled down tlie lieavy vengeance of the Hiuife, it was Majot ^Seott, ivho, fibni t'lje commence¬ 
ment of the proceedings on the Impeachment, had fyrtemat^ofdfy Vta iirced a t'i's 

Managers. As an argunv^nl 6f mitigation Iwd been greUndecl oh Managit'rf. hnviog fox 
two years together futfei^ed ihemfelvesto kve Hbdied day .Mfier day with inTphn^ Mr. fax;-. 
faidj it was forturiace that they had at length taken up the matter, for ha;f they' 
to go on for two years longer, that might haVe been he’d to cdhTtitute a pf 4ny 

Libel'againft tbeni whatever. Mr. FoX iaid, Was it iw)t tmbugtvfor their ^b'ch 
rrtiglit drag forth every tranfadion of their private lives, that they might cni'^ thtfh' dW^lhng$|; 
ex|X)if 0 the weaknclles that mfen mi gin naturally be Cuppaffid deriypus jof eona'a'nng>>ahd,. In 
fltort, trace out every Tingle circuraTtanct of tlreir condui£f.,td gfotjnd a charge of tradadjpn 
upon, but they muk attack them %vl»en a<Jling in the'capacity and char:^ftTer of 
an important criminal profecutiori, endeavouring 'to firvpg a great de)inqii0i't|tb 
and while they were erhployed by the authority of tlnit |dc hfe'1h a great judicial proceeding, 
on the^ev'ebt of which the future happinefs of rniBions depended, and pOfTihly th<^ exiijt»;nco 
of the'Brit'k?! ConO.itutiori, Tihee it was intimately connet3.ed with that HouC enidying the free 
ftXOrcife Of iirs Innuitiioriar fKrwers, which be contended were ftriiclc at by thd' Libel In fiVaf-' 
tion Mr* Fox, ixfote be f.\t dbwrij faid, be was glad to bnd tharhe was likely to havjn r 
vote of the Right Hon. Centlenisrl on the prefent QneOicif*, I'e declaved he agp.'id with the 
Right Hon. (ientleman iVi tlwi grcafScO part of lus ai-gufnfh^'t«> 4*hcould hb diffin ing ah, 
tos'etlicr as to the iatter part of his fpeecb> with regartl to the pfdpncry of a gedtib cejifurc ; 
fo convinced vt'as he tluat the contrary ought to be the Cafe, that, iivvididhs 4 it might? 
appear, if there Ihould be a divilibn on the fubjtd, he faid'''be fbotifd ydie tpf the i'evtm 
mode'rdf'proceeding. ■ ^ 

Mi\ Dundss fani, he n^oiild fpeak but for a very fhdrt time j be rofe merely i» ' 
'rem.irk on certain parts of Ids Right Bon. Friend’s fpCficli, which the Right liprt, Gen 
whw had ju:ft,. La down had 'cpmpiHely mi (taken. The Right Hon. CeotlenliVj bad talked 
of the bx t.>eai anoe of ah Indlvlduiril, and lu^d faid, tbe.*'e arOTo put of tl’.rr VorheAfance to 
piinilh his Libeller a debt of gratitude which made KLs' again libelling him tlte nydre atitiscious 
odence. Undoubtedly, Mr. Dundasiaid, the argunjcnt w^as true j but the forbearance Of aa 
individual had been no part ‘of tbe argument of (hs Right Hon. Friend, wbo hhd argued on 
the forbearance of tbat Houfc„ of Lace years in alttiolf all cafes of Llbets wIiatToever touching 
its proceeding's, a fst'l which was undeniable, and which had h/ten exemplified Jd a yaiiety 
of imlancedi. • Anhtlicr mawer the Rlglvt Hon.' Gentltiban had laid great brers on, m.^de a\, 
laeceirary, Mr. Dundas declared*,'fur him to take notice'btV'm 'order to guard agalnfl an Iiij- 
pi’oper impreHion going abrW j and tbei-eforep lie baperi when the R^bt Hon. Cenriedian 
took fuch pains to point out the enormity of a Libel on the Managers of the lm|>eachme'.n:-, 
he did not mean either on hls'own p irr, or on beb.^lTof tlie other Mana^rs, to lay it down 
as a rule to be ohferved without doors, that no other libellous attack on that Floufe, on its' 
prucQcdmgi, ordn its Meu4eTS, ought to be Terioully treated, or taken notice of. [Mr. 
Fox laid aerofs the table, “ Molt ur'ideubtedly, he had no lucli meaning,’’^ The reafon Mr. 
Dundasbad thought it nece(fa.7 to ohferve upon this, he declared, was, that the Right Ifop. 
Centlcman had dated fuch a varlei'y of excufes for libels upon the Houfe of a ditRrent niturc, 

, that he feaiTd, if he had fuffered what he had fakl to have patTed unnoticed, it would hax^ 
gone abroad as a doftrine laid down upon tlie authority of the Right Hon. Gentleman, thifi 
no Impeachment and the M.anagsrs oiit> atvd all that ri^lated to them, were ttie onjy fubjefls 
on which a Lihd ouglvt in th.at H^mfe to be deemed criminal. The fadt undoubtedly 
that Tcaicely a heihon hfuLprrtTed af Lite years, without producing one Libel or other on ihajt 
Houfe, or upon indWldiMl Members, which had not been at all feriou/ly noticed. N® Uter 
thata a day or two after the debate on the motion for the Repeal of the Tobacco Bill, a meet¬ 
ing had been held-at the St. Alban's Tavern of the Tobacco Manufadlurcrs, uho had fat 
idown and drawn up ?, fet of Refoiutions, containing Tome of them as gfoTs a Libel on the 
proceedirigs of that fhfiufe, and on Icvernl Memhers for words Tpoken by them m their places^ 
ever was printed. They had done him, Mr. Hundas Tiid, tlie honour to make him the 
whj 6,(51 of ope of the RdbiweionS; grounded on a mifreprefentation of his argument, but 

he 


fitJinrtTjrahle Oii difeonourahjc to orreward; i<n<l whether dffmiffio 

^Jhtlhcr it on lucb au accoiiut waa to be called 

Ctre fed no n^^tlce of it 5 . aiwl that becaufe, on re^tling It, be had not faund hlmfelf angrf 
latiougii with it ey make It a ferious complaint ^ and lop the fame i eafon he had pa/lcd 

% a ^arfftty ef other liheh .agal.nfi him. ‘Itwasi notorious> that of lace years the newfpaperiEi 
h^&0np as tat' a» if thoffe whr), the»n tbouglit, If he might ufe fu-cha phrafe,, that 

flrt.wght as rrmohr freedonrii of debato'in NewfjMpers as in that Houfe. Mr* Diindast 
he it right to fay thus mueli in anfwer to what had fallen from; ih© 

<>«ntieman; but in regard to the general principles Hated by the Right Kort. 
Ciepi eman^ .bft agreed w;ih hbp in every one of them, .The Houfe having authorised th«. 

of the fmp 3 ach'av 3 iit, they were bound to foppori, the Managers, they were en- 
ftitled to claim ft, and they myH have it^ Mq Gentleman coidd -be ignorant, that the con- 
ifikh. t>f iheJmpeadbment vvas a ver arduous tafk, that the Managers, had many dlfncuUIe* 
0 fervnimi%, and a VAriety tjf qb/lfu^icns m cncomicer.. Irf proportion, therefore, as tl:w5 
Wivs ardifoas, liv proporr-orr as diTj^culties preferited flwmrdvcs, and in proportion as 
«ibflm; 4 ibnai and imprjdimetusociurm in the proportion ought that iloufe to grant 
she MA'«‘'*S'jra their fulknt protection,and fuppoft. .This, Mr. Dundai? faid, ever had been hi« 
npinn>j^y and as ,,oft 4 'j,» as be bad beavd tliC Manfvgers call for fnpport, fb often he had bcent 
mdy.. for pne, to grant it. Witb regard to the prefont cafe, it was undoubtedly a Tifc&l 
tiie Managers^ but although Ik- would agree with the Motion declaring it to be a 
JtifK'l, yet wlicr*. tlte fituation of the Hon. Gentleman who had avowed btmfelf to 

fee th;;! amhor was recc^k*4'e,d, whep a due allowance was made for the Hon. Gentleman’#' 
KC»U*or bis 4r;end', arjd ^various other circumflanees that tfclonged to bi$ cha!><Sler we:© 
sjScmhdered, IVtr. l>undrtsf, (aid, though they could not Wgaby or properly plead as a.iuHihea-* 
Sion of the Xetter, they neverthekfe, in his mind, ought to go a great way in ej^teimationt, 
and to mduce the I^pwfe, t.a pfuceud as ,mildly and kniendy as they could conl^iimt with their 
i&gnUy ajvd their ' 

• The Queilion was, then and carried without a 

Gejnettal Burgoyne rofe to meve the fame propofificn as be had read to the Hooft? om 
Fridivy^ and be eonvij^iv'ui' it was usmcceffary for i*im to do more than barely move it. Tiic 
,accordingly nnov'c-'d, 

I'bat the hud. John Scott, Efq. being by bvs own aeknowfedgemeni the Author of tl)« 
:uid ieti'i**, k guilty of a ■lal.-adon of Mg duty ana Member of this Houfe, and of a 
** Mgh .tVlO;^chpf tlurPrivileg.;; of this Honfe.' * 

Thi,i ^t^lVipn Mu'ing f>etm put from the Chair, 

The Chancelior of thp Exclicqu^^r faid., unkfs it was me^nt to follow up the Motion^ 
with Ibrne other <4^ellion, cm* to ground feme other p.rocecding upon it, the Mo!?ion ho'-t* 
jpropofc’d mnil eitjrur be nugatory or unnecelliry, becanfe tin? fenfe of t he Houfe could not bo; 
meure Rrongly marked as to tl>e nature and* concents cf the Paper complained of than by 
the .vvord;> of the IVh>f*)ba |!ur had already been carried. If ihs Motion then propofed was 
jfkaiit to be followed up by fonie pthcr^ it would be but fair in the Hon. Gener al to Hate to tbq 
Ihtoure eh^ »:, 3 .t,ure of the fubfequent Motion that he intended to move, as Genikmc-n waold 
t. -en be euslbied to judge how Uv i t wpuld he right in them to vote for tiie prefent Motion, 
GencrabBurgoynefaid, hs thought there was fomething fo'candid in what the Right Hon, 
Gcntlcx'nAn had feid, tl'iac he had no al>]«<ilion to comply Avith hrs propofition. 1 lie General 
^yoWed, that this part of the bufmefs b^id fcmewhut diHrpired his feelings, and that having 
Wought the matter formally before the Bbufe, he had hoped that it wcaikl not have been 
jmfi^bpec in him to have, fefe it to the judgment of the* Houfe, aiid that feme Gemleman of 
j^reafcr weight and ability than he could pretend to, would h^ve propofed the puni^liment 
fhat jkoujd appear to hlni the molt adequate to the offence. But the General added, that he. 
was not q man tpferink from his duty, however difagrceable to his feeling.s; and that lie 
it originally in his jutentiop. to have niovcd a vote of cenfure, whit:h he fepuld yet da 
.if called upon. TIte Morion would be,, That John Scott, Efq, for thefaid offence be rcpri» 
manded at the Bar of the Houfe by Mr. Speaker/* 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer faid,, that after l>avlns voted the f^etter complained of 
atreandaious and tibellous paper, he could have no objeifion to the Author’s receiving a 


amended, and tltc words grofs arrd fcandalous” were omitted. l|e explained, that his 
r^albri for wiCiing fer this amsadmenc was, that although he faw no objedticn to applyir^g 
the vyotd fcandalous” to the matter of the Libtl, yet when they came to apply it to th© 
prfpn of a Gentleman virno was a Mqmhcr of tha^ Houle, i; might carry a conftruftion^ 

that. 
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that he (liquid imagine went far beyond the meaning of rhe Hon. Mover of tbe O^eJltop, 
With regard to the reprimand, he had no otier objefllor’ r.nm the word* “ at toe i^ar of 
that Hoqfe." It was afuat, he belleveH, grtieratly. 10 reprimao.i Gentlemen, who w.re 
Members,' in their plaees, and be fhonW hope that there would/be no phi#ion to alter k 

(jiccordinsfly» " 

Tins rave rife to a fhon convcrfatlon between the ChaneeUor of the f 

General Bergoyne, and Mr, Burke. The three latter declared dity woui4 readily omit tte 
words ‘‘ jtroHi and fcandalous;’ not having intended that the>MboiiH carry the 

the. Right Hon. Gentleman fecmed to Chink they wo\3ld be lifibU-to, 

fud as the Queftir.n was about to be j»ut. Mr. JckylJ )ofc, arKl after foJ/^mnly ap pealir^ 
dre fedini'S of The Honfe on different grounds, dfcciared he had reafon to be|ieH’.that tbs 
IsctinienitS of many Gentlemen would go with him, when be propoA^d t’le previous 

in order to pTCvwit a queffton fo'perfonal from being put. . 

Mr. Vanhttart rofs to fecond the Motion, which, he did wdh a fwv vt*crd» of tviits: 

wc did oot diftimSlIy hear. * . 

The Ghancdlor of the ’Exchequer dechi-ed, that,pamful n it wm to him to d.vffq- iromh% 
Ikn. Friends, he could not on thp prefent pceafion b.ut be pf opinion, that the Bf ouic, havi*| 
yoted the L'crtcr a rcanrialous and Ubellpus paper, could not, y/ith any regaM to tiie 
fffency uf their proceedmr:s, or their own honQur, kt thirpsntter (bp tnere, but that 
were bound to follow it up>Ith j^tcthlng, which, though ibuoded in ■ 

ency, fbouid ierve to mark their dlfepprobatipn of any fuch public,sitipu^ and to 4 ioldx>u* 

kltoh for the future. , * ^ i« r i 

Mr, Wigley faid, that well as he srVhu\ tlie Hon. Gentleman who was the objea: tff 
Motion, yeV, having proreffed himftif determined to fupport the .Privileges of the, Hmite, br 
coul.d not but think the prefent Motion ouglit to pafs ,j and he fbould ydte for h «;ndcr th« 
confident rxpedat'on that the known Inimanity and tendernefs o{ the Wop» QeneralH 
mind, as exempiided by his condu^ in private would induce* him to move |<;«r as mihj 
^ cenfuTc as the forms of the Houfe would admit j and therefore he hoped lus Learned f rl©tu| 
would withdraw his Motion for the pr/irvious queJbon. 

Mr. jekyd and Mr. Vanfitiart having agreed to withdraw their Motion, and the 
CjOriftfuring to it, the previous queAion was put ^ but the Motion of Cpn. Buigoyiie, ais 

amended, was ca,r-ried, , . . » 

General Burgoyne then rofe to make his third Motion *, and, nc^withlbndmg tbc 
compliment which bad been paid him by the Hon. and .Learned Gentleman over the vvAy, 
the General f:vid he muH: adhere to his original Motion, ‘‘That Jfolm .Scott, Efq. be repri¬ 
manded at the Bar of the Houfe.'* The'General declared, that cwihdeikig the 
«f theoffencs, he conceived he bad moved a puniaTme-nt extremely miidj and be was con¬ 
vinced, that in forrrier,time? a much more fevCre pumfhmcnt would have been .i>r,qpQfed. , 
As foon as the Queillon was read, ^ \ 

Mr. Burke rofe and declared, that he came down to the Hcu.tc that oay m a tempera^ 

cool and govcrnetl as that in which h« thtn fpoke j that be had v/ifli?d the mc ifure of pu. 
oilhmtntpropofcd Biould be as lenient as /hould beconfiatnc with the maincernmee of their 
own honour and dignity, arid conihtent with the fuoport of tlic Managers of jprokc'jeiort 
which they had an undoubted right to claim from the Houfe. Mr. Burke obferv^ad, that 
the Chancellor of the Excht4j.uer bad laid be would lay out of his confxderation a variety of 
topics which he had introduced, and wdiieh the Right Hpn. Gentleman conridered as foreign^ 
to Che fub]e<i>. The Chancellor of the Exchequer, Mr. Burke faid, neither had hid out of 
his confideration all that was hot to beyfoimd in that Letter, nor ought he to have done fa. 
had alluded to matters'that in his opioidh oug.ht to weigh with the .Houfe in mitigation of liw? 
Hon. Member’s .offence. If that were juft, It w'ould be equally warrantable lor turn, Mr. 
Burke faid, to irfift on the matters of aggravation of the f lon. Member’s crime } and the 
groatelt aggravation he hqld in his hand, viz. an accoimt 'oj the corivf^nuion which Majwr 
Scott half with Lord Dover, one,of the Judges who av;\s to decide on the Charr.es that con- 
ftituted the r.mp-.(achmcnt. That, Mr. Burke declared, was ^y far a greater libel than i\m 
paper novv.conipkined of, becauk it direaiv and broadly attacked the honour and yuJv-r.c of 
that Houfe, dechring, tb«t the whole of the proceeding on th'i p.vrt of the Managers waa 
in the highe/t degrvo inlquhous, cruel,' and unjuft/' It was evident, Mr. flu'l-' that 

ilthough the Clunccllor ef the Exchequer Iwd bcea fo nice i.t; regard to \hs cpitha.s applit^ 
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/Venoe-fTcpirtmerjt. Tie kiu'w t/nicr fhe admir.KTrntidn of 
(^^'chfd',Shn-:y, and he ki;e jv that venue by rrovinchd Boarc!s, which Mn 
r6^t\^enciHll.y a very bad cUaraiSter* Hadingd had abo?-'" ’ . it wa» not pol* 

m M.3ioi’ Scott, M.ju' $<;ott bad not been equally fpann« of epithets applied to the Hovtitr 
and the Managers. Mv. 0ei'‘ke laid great drefs on this tranfjdtion, which, he fin'd, had he 
l^v'CM'i aware or,; he woidx^ ft,W mode the ground of complaint, rather than, the Better in the 
tJiiii-yi nii he .corvfrdered It to be the mpft a^rdacious libel he ever had beard of. With f^egard 
CO the pka of Major Scou^' bevO'K the .fneiVil of Mr. TiaUings, lie hnnw notlung of it, nor did 
th;-, Haufe, They had knp'.vn dV-hsi*?*' Scott as the .Agtciiic of Hafllng^-sand therefore he had 
no doubt, Mr. Btirke fc<Id, but tbri't'^t. -Hailing^ hUnfclf was the libeller. He, mentioned 
the h^dtlon to thii Howfe, which had told tlitro vvaSipf his drawing., He adveiuhl 

alfo again to the pcfcnce which had been flated at their Bar, and artefvv.aidi> denied ; and, 
.^fter a variety cvjfarg.imKaJirs shlorc-ed with greiit energy, Mr. Burke concluded, vvltjr deelar- 
that he knew the raJinal ntiildnefs of liis Hon. Friend's dirpofiuon would Indine him 
to pnTer a i M.ientj, rativ-r rhtHr a hiU'fli punidimeiit j that he lud, if jiny thing, exceeded lus 
'V.itpj'vlauon in this refp^^l and that although he couM not but think the projxjfal to repri- 
rnand Majoi' Scott at the tJai of the Hoitfe by no means an adequate punifliment, he aferibed 
k to prmieofial motives, a propenruy to cenddrnefs, and an attention to the times,, rather than 
to his Vipn. bhaeaT,«i ophuojvth^^ it was equal,,to the demands of juftice, 

- TTjo Gharv!;eIlor rs ihc Exchequer laid, after what he had before throvirn out, it was ncecU 
lefs, for Mm to do morb (lian moyfij byway of amendment, to Ivava out the words, ** atth^ 
Birr of the Hook, ' andinfertthe words, “in [us place.'* 

This Amendment having Jieki from the Chair, and the queflioii put, ** That the 
Wwrdr ‘,11 the Bar of the Houfe'Htand part of the qne/tion,^’ 

, Mr. Wyndhim rofc, and dc<;|Ared>, as he had Ireard no reafAna Cor the Amendmer.t then 
propofed, he was it alof's' to knovv on vvhirf principle the Right Hon. Gentleman could dc-- 
fetui it. Mr. Wyndtrain Caid, his Hon, Friend had plainly fhewn that lo) bearance, in tlie 
;^ianagors was rnthera renfon, th- t. if a Libeller trefpaiTed upoo the ground of that for- 
Beiradceji h: ought to he cenifidived as an aggravation of his oftenco, axti mt a. mitigation f 
but the f il \Yas, not as th^ Right Hon. (.kmtleman bad fhted it, for there had been no 
Ibrhearance, there l^avifig been .dieady three feveral prbfccution.? inlVituted on the, fuhje(5l of 
Libels refpefting the pruCcpt/t’riiL With regard to the Liberty of ihe Pi.efs, Mi’. Wyndham 
^f^itedihat there yiias r,o evldeot dilVin.dllon between its uff and its ahiife, ;and that the very 
be(f way to preferve its liberty w.as'to punilh its licentloufaefs. This h^l been agreed orj 
^ j^il who had ever reafoned uprwi .the fubjeifl j and furely a better mode ol defining thii 
didinflTon could not be 'idopted, than by drawln!): the line beiw^een the free difcufllon of'ge- 
iiveral, political,,. . 10 fl. pariiamtiv;,ijy tO}.>ic 5 , and the dilcrffion of judicial proceedings. In 
rvlped! r,o the latter, it had eVer been held, thit I'-u t!ie lubjcdl rbouM be confioed 

to the Court (n which it was trying, .and on no aocouny made a matter of difcufTmii wUhoUt 
doors. And the reaforr was obvious : in a judicial proceetling the Judge.9 and the Court 
could nota<ivert toextraneous matter; they muR be governed by the liriiilnefs of evidence, 
and .coil fined to tirat alone; whereas in. regai’d to general political topics, much was at. aU 
times to he leamt from difeu/non without do<u-s.; and therefore the free dileuIBon of fuch 
topics amonp the'pvihlic nt lirgc was highly ufefMl, ThU had been the cafe in regard to the 
Tobacco buhnek in p.irticuJar, whicfi tlie Right Hon. Oen |lein;m oppofitc to Idm [Mr. 
Pui'das] hrid that day mentioned, and it was the duty of tixaTT^ght Hon.. Gentlemaivto 
have attended to the agitation of that hoBnefs ou.t of the Houfe, as io/brrnatlon of much im¬ 
portance was by that means to have been obtained uyvon the uibjefL Mr. Wyndbam took 
pains to exhibit rhemanlfclt difiimlRion betweeri the unfettered difeuflion of political tepjes,. 
and the great necelRty of holding judicial proceedings I'acred. Having te<ifoned for foiue 
time on this point, IVlr. Wyndham f.iid, tliat he was a£tuatecl by no motive of ’dndidllvc 
fe.'ling or pcrfonal refentmemt. It could not he worth a mopiont’s confidejation to him as 
a Member of the CvOmmittee of Managers, nor iode«! to any ocher Member, whetiitr tiie 
HmV Gentleman, the avowed author of the Letter complained of, vvas reprimanded at il\e 
Bar or in his place; hut rlie natural conclufion would, be, that thole w.ht> were lor ihe 
milder cenfurc, »f they had d.^red to face the fhamC that fuch a proceeding w'ouM Iiave drawii 
down on rhem^ would have refifted any punilhinent of th« Author of the Libel on the Houfe 
and the Managers; but that the force of the proceeding, when once ftated to the Houfe, had 
compellecJ thpn to fuiTer fomecenfurc to be paiTed on the Author, and th.at nevcrthclcfi they 
weredtrermined to ilcrecn him from juftics as much as polTibie. This, Mr. VVyndham fah'[» 
WJU clearly chfir motlve,<or they never would Rand betw'ecn him and the mi\d mcafuie that 

had 




r<»rnfter fp p(lirefci the people' cr->I J3a^rcf$ : the,<^pp^ 
the kno\vlc;dge of thv,* Provin- be made kfibv/rt to’;UVrii j Jindtl'it; 

been proporedj’ forfu'fcb^ iH iw$ opinlonji'It wasj fibce 
' In his mind have fully jLii'tiiiied expulfidn j :md expaifipn fer ik'chf Wyndivam 




«nd the neceduy ofthe JHIoufft’s manifefUng' th.Jt they tn fiipp-art $;i;e 
they had r«aii grounds to cbmplatn prUicir coadudit j' the coi^^n 

to be made formaliy to the H :ufe, and the 'cf.'io iVated,-^ To wards 

his rp>iech» Mr. Wyndham ^rew rather yvar./ij raid 

nsrally chara( 5 tcrizes his moda.pl^ I'ealbnlng. Major Scott,-it’ had ■ V'in, nii^Ava;f entitled tojbte 
cdnfidcred as the friend of Mr . Hallings, and npt as, Ms ajr.ent; .th' 3 ' fbr^“ ifhbfe h^id Iri jeA’^jr 
but if it were To, he had ftlU a'£^e<l itriwarr.intably } h 3 catire^t:!iboy: 1 i a u-ieod adgitt ,w,‘armiy do^ 
imd thecanfeof him for whom he profefred^a friendflu];', he vvavfrot’cndtkri »o aSapeb-;' h'S 
defence and become anaccufef and an ailrhlant ctVhis proiccutors^. '• Mr.’ Wj^ndhcKpT 
ail the eonfideiations that he had mentioned, he dioul'd giV'pTiis '\'Pt?*:fdr 
The Chanceilor of the Exchequer obferved, as :hb not r;vh:|'arhy ,t'hfn 
moved the Amendment, he trulltd he might bo ailowt'd to ulte r.-ipii. njtrcc of the 
Gentleman’s ©bfervations, which oppsared to him to cal) fbr rniirpofevitohy/afi’ 
obfervations he had ever be^^ird. The Hor). nfentUnT;<ti hnd r.hriu^dh pryp^^ epnfadtid 
forbearance of an individual with the forbearance of that HouR^,, and r,fv T;t,’ p p' sin^ 
that had not been ufed, in order to havetl'Clatisfadton 'of T’'dlowritihg ’ih; ' 
ftatecl, the Chancellor faid, that the Manager:^, having long. foiii|b 6 niedo 
up*n them, had ^t»eieby enticed the author of the pnper’coniphubel oT to 
\V' 1 ;hi l'«j hadargutid upon was, thatthe Houfe had for ,y<'?irs .notbeiodOy rciaTied lh 
adltcrenpe lo its privileges 5 ^^ndby having fuffered nui'nberlcRj'I.Vibels npiiiit ic'f pf<(C^^ 
pafs unnoticed, might have induped the Author of the papeh ipmpknned of lo.iniiagir)e thTt 
he might, through the fame cfiArmel, arraign the acculfets of Mry HaifingSi a'lVd ^ 
from the eheCl of a fpcech which had been rtated in the news'paper, thit CUa.ri^ 

ceilorofche Exchequer faid, a clear diftind^ion between the fsvo cafes*, ah'ltha^^ 
the Right Hon. G nirleman had confounded and loft fght of, , With a pcculiar^^^'d 
in^efiuTiy alfo, had the Right Hon. Gentleman contended, that in ihe c^tb pi the TobacCo 
bufuitfs, when his Right Hoit. Friend [Mr. DondasJ had Itatcd thhc Rcfoluions 

had been agreed to and published by the Tobacco and Snhfi' Manufaiturer;,, :md ihtaf/pne' of 
thofe P-clolutions was a perfonal Libel upon him ; that mimh mhglk'have 
the difculfion without doors, and that it was his Right Hon. Filend'S dpty to have aifcrtddd 
to what he had wentioned. Tbi-s, the Ch.'incellor of the Exchequer faidf ' v';i3 a obiidus 
cfrcumRance, as the RCfolutions to which his Right Hon. Friend had aiiiKladj toolv ,pfVc« 
4ifur the quefhon of the repeal was decided, and not biJ(n^eU, The Riglu Hoh, Giinfleinari^ 
he obferved, had faid a great deafon the difference between the dircufTion df gcnf;;al pdiiticai. 
topics, and the difculfion of judicial proceedings, in the latter caft^tbW.tl 5 i||^THQ^ 
man had contended, that no remark on the rnaiter in' iirue, or the condo£l G? tlie THal’ot>g.hi: 
to go out of the Court itfelf. Granted—Uf>on certain genera} prindples, vi«. thst nofuing 
touching tha proceeding oughi to be printed or difCufTcd put‘)f ^Gcurt, dtlier one iv^y nr 
the other j bur would the Right Hon. Gentlcnntan venture "to maintain, that ifll berries vs'Crc 
taken repearediy with the chara^lef of the party acculed during thetrisi, and the inatit v cf 
charge agalnlt him aggravated vvith'out doors; in converlation and in nevtlpapets ; that an 
Mon. Gcmiemai'i (who, Wlicther the friend or the agent of the party chaT’sd, had not, in his 
opinion, been very liberally treated in the courfeof tlie debate), who w as in tfie habitof aiR.' ting 
hla innocence (and every man wos prefuiYi -rt innocent till ho was legally pronounced gtii ■ ), 
might not be allowed to be reafonably grounded in his expe< 5 >ation, that it would be dccn.vd 
no offence in him to anfwt'r irt his friend’s defence^ through the fame fort of medium that was 
iifcd as the vehicle of his abufe ? The Right Hon. Gentleman, the Chancellor of tho Ex¬ 
chequer faid; had taken the liberty to ailunie as a fact w hat he had no rrghtTo to nfrume, 
bccaufe it was utterly impoflilde forhim to know whether the facT were founded or not. He 
had taken the liberty to alTume, that ihofe who were willing to vote for the mildeipunllh- 
ment, would have Rood hetv/een Major Scott and ary ctnfur®, if fhe Cafe had net been to 
ilrong, that they could not with any colour of d.’cency m tempt it, This^ cl.c Chan- 
cdlor of the Exchequer laid, was a very extract dinary aifumption i.‘n 4 for his own 
pan, could aflnt, that it-w »'3 uniwudcd as to hinufdf. The Hon. CwitlemanNiad gorie 
Rar.T ill-' H jttiil 
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would {|H'^‘daly obraTn v^drefs. M 
when the Rovinciai Boards were abo 
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4 l|j:Mrhe!vand brti raid, ji was evident, that in voting fcni'die Jt^Hder cenforc, thofe who rook 
t line meant to (kre<In Scott from jullice. ;f le would not, tbd Chancelloi of the 

,,Bjc:ht<)uejr laid, adOpt mode of reafoning fo vinoawdrd j but it would be equally fair, and 
, e^^ualiy libcrai in Iitrn !.o fay, that tlwj Hon. Gentleman’s prebing for the more fevere certfure 
lilted:’-n motives of rpMen and cruoUy. Having cornnnented further upon Mr, Wyiidta. 
liam’s fpeech,a'/>d declaredclut h^ was i athei'*fu»prised at the fort-of temper with wldch tbe 
lUght. Hof). Geptleman h.id dtiivfred his iftjntitucnrg on an ocoabon wh?ch, above all Cit)K*‘r&» 
fci^mcrl tr calLfor inode ,>’5 bon and cochiefs, the Chancebor of the Exchequer fat down vvitli 
hOuTing Bbui'e, h^d not intended to have troubled them any fajther, iiad not 

^hacxi'.t: Hnn 

•'. : refe "The lyght Hon, ,Ge he faid, had obferved upon 

bj - )j)eccli,,'.vidi ibjTri but the tj.wniph be could tafiiy bear, fmee k vva» 

‘ MiriUtnph ovfT the Right Hon. Genrkmab> what he had faid, and wot 

oyefhb argornent, fucb 'as it re0y' Mr, W>w!vam faid, ho could not be pobtive as to 

his v-j'brds, but hf could to Ibvmsanijog^ artd^f^ he had never meant to fay, 

..h.ft th» Hero G«bfkm' h' the tV>rbe^/anc^ of the Managers, and rhen.made 

{ugurn'Tjir of cy cufe, of additional,Libel out of th,at iorbearaoce j akhough, 

if be fq, bv conceived ftic-uld not have aiigued abfurdly., In like m.wrrep, be bad 

not )ic| that it had been the duty of the Right Hbn. Gentlennan [Mr, Dundas] to haveau 
tteipded to the Kefolutibns of fhs Tobacco Manuiflikirers, as he mighf have learnt fometlnng 
f;om the;n , k yvas Impoikblc duu he could have faid fo, fince the Refcludons paired fob- 
T;qu:nt to the liccinoivof ifui quoRion. What he had laid was, that from the dilculfitm of 
the topic,of the Tobacco Manufa^^iurers’cafe without doors, much was |(,i have been, learnt. 

^ Mr. \Vy*idhar.i .oflded fome/arther explanations in reply to that part of the Chancellor of die 
'Txchequcr\5 Cpecch wlucl\ referred to judicial,proce-?^^^^ ‘ 

Mr, Litjybtor. .Ovorcly-alligried his re'ifons.for giving iiie preference to the feverer eenfure. 
Mr, Fox di'clai^^ the principal nvafons whiuh had induced him to rife-as fpon as th® 

Right I^n.OcritiVMnarr fat had cealed, inoonk.quenc'e of the very able reply of hi« 

Hon. Friend 5 'ivho, tliougli he had RriC'tly coniined hiinftlf to explanation, bad contrived 
to give a cornp/etc rcfiiFnioiVOf the arguments trf the Mon, Gentleman, who had complained' 
-ofh'.s lion, friend's w although he had pertvived-nothing like an indication. 


. ,. . , o. r-.nothing like ^in indication 

yptpamop, or an,'/ fort rif'departure from that chamaeriltic temper which piculkrly diking 
..guUhed his Hon.. Frie nd, yi?:, the be.'ng abk te argne wdth more fedatenefa^ in a 

' .. -....... . - Perhaps, Mr. Fox faidj^ 


and cioicr iftahner chan perhaps any otl^ijr Genrkman in tliat FJoufe. rtvjr. r ox uua 
the Ri^ht Hon. Gentlcnjan had;ielv fore frem not having been able to find an anfwer to what 
bad f.'/ler. with fo much ability from his Ht)n. Friend. He-that as it might, theRiglit Hen. 
Gcntleo/in ccrtdinly, had not been able to refute any one of his Hon. Friend’s-pofitiona .j 
,ir.d as the Right Hon. GTOtliman could not meet bis Hon. Friend s diftina-ion boiwcm the 
u/c of free ,difeu(fion in cafes of a gener;?.! political nature and the necefTary facrednefs of every 
thing relative to judicial pro eedjogs, which his Hon. Friend had fo clearly kid down, and 
■wbm had fo obyiomly made, fojlirong an impremon on the Koufe, the Right Hon. Gencle- 
miu had cnd^ayoufccl to eludeit a gCBOialdifquilltion on the proper rule in regard tp the 
caniuS: to he held refpeding a rri 1 on a Griminal prokcution. Mr. Fox kid, the oailing 
Scotc ihefnenj of Mr. Fl^ftings, was a proftitution of the name of friend/bip for the 
fake.of krving a rem,por.ary piirpof,;. He dcdaicd, no/^man valued the viitue criVicndflilp 
tnore than he did, .and poshly mi .igent-mightTeei a ff Jcndflilp for his employ-?r j but the 
^’rkndfhip allfidgcd In nutig-nion of a i'lbcj, made theklbd worfe 5 for, could it be an oxcufc 
10 him, that-an rig;,riccame to the Houfo.and faid, in mllig.ttion, that lie Iwd a friendfliip for 
his em^oyer ? 'Wi h refpe^ to the Motiem, that if the ameridment had been 

That McVjui'Scoit Ijc conurdtied, ' and they oh hisTidc had been called upon to fliew.a 
precedent of a cafe of equal enormity, in whirh;A Member had not been committee:, he be¬ 
lieved it would have karcay been pofiible for (beov to liave Rurid one. As to being reprk 
manded at the-Bar, .there w-^s a famous precedent In the year r66o, when. Mr. Lentlull had 
bv;en reprimanded at the Bar IV boldin,g .a roliucal opinion v.’hich he (Mr, Fox) had over 
rxmlidtred as a falk and a diabolical one, vnc. “ Tlmt‘tl;H&fe who bad firft taken up arms 
agaiiiR Charles the I irR, were as hlanwabl® as '•hole who bad been immediately concerned 
in his death.” That opinion Mr. Ltiubail lwd broached oa his kgs mthe Houfe, whereHe 
freedom of debate^ and its bein? the duty of every Member to Rate his opinion on any fubj^t 
imdtr diXculiioji, one kjould have imagined ndght li^ye fanakned the delivery ®f it pand yet 

:Mr. 
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naViv-ef,'iiwltnovwn to th« Board, 
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And ij it v/asi known that the farnu r 
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Miv LwtteU was rt»r!mam!8d, at the Bar t>f thfl Ho«fe. 

Wajor Seat to be .«(,riraaad«t at the B:.^ for o®e of the m.,-ft ■.debberat..-, i.^drcrpr, ,ir.< 
atrilous Librhoo the Hoofeand thcManagers (and that ir.fer«lan • 

that ever was publift.ed ? There were, Mr. Foi obfervw:, bur fbies fi’-ecies ct poh.thtm'm 
in cafes of Breach of i’rivileg® within the cption of: tt e Hmfe, ui. R-tpriinatKl, Cojjimw- 
mem, and Expulfion. Of the firft, wWeh was the moft and iemem, their, wci ; tKo 
forts, the Reprimand of a Metvito at the Bar, and the .Re.priin:md ot a Afomber ,n h.s I , 
Was it not fair to atgoe, that if the mil.dBft of the two were luftftedcn in r. ft ,w, apd. 
atrbeious cafe, thofe who prenTcd for it would have prevented any pflmfliix.er.t, i.! th«;, 
could have dotse fo., and that they were defnevis ,pf Jiariclirtg bttwefft t (O tuinh'id »"v|' 
joHice? Mr. Foxaj,Tessl with'los Hon. Friend. (Mr. Wyodiaun; that the oteccmd.irM 
expuifion. He added fcveral otlier ftrong argoiiients in fjppott of tlie Motwn a, on- 

’ '^**The Sier of the Rolls faid, be could not aftor wtiat had paifetl give a fileivt votb mi the . 
fluoftion ; he fltclared, he Ihould vote for the milder tenfure, dot hecaniedie thonght if in, 
adequate putiifoment. fw he thought it extremely light, but mefoing tint the 
who had been the fubjea of debate, and was to be the objevboi the cenfiAv, Jhov,d f mI thqc , 
his piiiiifliuiem was a light one, not doubting bur hb w:>oM ‘ ^ 

had dealt with him leniently, and would gdvern h.s (cture vonvoci w w-’bWb > .f,. 

.fold, though he frit in this manner with regard to thb cer.fo.e,. he w,»s hu ' 

iuflify'ihe condiiaofthe Hon. Member, which had .umioulwed!;, been l.iglW ,r,f..,ma, cha 
‘Letter in queftion being dearly a Libel, anrl a Bleach o( the Vnvdegre or the Houle As 
the objed:, however, was to hold out a Itlipn for the furu'C, and |,■.t•evl...t a r J'.!...iii.p, 
fimilar ofSliices, rather than to do any thing tlegrading-in its mode, and gratlrg fo the,feel- 
.ingS ol the Hon. Gentleman^ that objed wcuj.l be fUfiicientJy anfwercd .hy jicCfning t.uj 
gentleft mode of reprimanding him. The Maftcr of the Rolls due, leredl, he 
thefe who held that the forbearance of the Houfe in refpcvf to other LiOeli w as any juitili - 
Ltion 01 the prefent Libel i but he tfid think if they h.id a little more wMtohed ow^al the 

publications refpeair,;; the Trial, the Houfe would have done th«r duty better, o.r R.cuard 

Ld, a variety of eir,'. uni (dances confidered, the flon <5entlcii,an Hood m a v ly pameu ar 
predidanvuit i and, tho-ugU he could not then fay it, he doubter not but tlfet when tte Repri¬ 
mand was given him, the Hon., Gentleman would declare, that he hid been rrufivd bj .■iho 
iiumberkfs publication* cf the fpcecbeii of the Managers, ami ot Otlier '.r'at'ers ivianu to the 
Trial, which h.id been publimed in a manner hiKlily reflefling on M|. 1 alnny,,-, tmo wfo^ 
bad paflVd utinoriced and with imironiiy. He had himtelf fcen, :,ir fv'':h|'<f ■’ 

or two of the Managers printed in a news-paper with comments, ;.i;^d thefoforv it was .tot 
to be wondered at, while fuch praftices were winked at, dv.it the Hen. Mern wr ^ouM 
have conceived that it was warientahio for hun to anfwer them. In ordW; to Mr. 

Hailipgs ffoin the impreflion thii: foch publications mijht have made, to hie, prqitidtce on 
the niinds of the public. In ehoofii.g the mode bf doing fo, undothtedly ihe rfon tacutla- 
man had afted cxeecdincly wrong, and extremely unhecOming a Membqr rf that .;(oufo j a* 
he would, learn from the Speaker, that a Member of that .Houf,; wi.i tii )iw,® any^iouii.d of 
. eomphsint that he might have iig;ainlVtl.e . tondua of the Managers, m the Kouk: iiiion hus 

legs.^icd nor, by reforting to .rnews-paper, to puWirti a l,ibe- on pror.tetmgacarri{rt t,n uuder 

the authority of the Houle. Sir Richard added feveral other obiervations, „nn vonaudta 
wiih rupoiting that he fliouW vote for the milder cenfore. meaning to conv.no* Major Scotr, 
that tijHoofo had dealt with him lenfonjly apd indulgently, and not douhttt.g but i hat he 
would thence beavvare, that the next iuftanee of Breach of knvitoge of a fimdar naiure.tWt 
was taken notice of, the Houfe wuUld bf Under the iiectflity of c-xercihitg their juftice w,tU 

"'“Mr.^B^rkVfofrto clear hlmfetf from the impulaiion of having oouforoanceddS.ii ruhli- 
eation of the Managers fpeecbes (for he b..d Conce.V,,d that the u.; /li " r“'".r 

Lputeitto him that they had apprared in the nc,v3-p.aper8) y Mr. Buikd dcU.i;fd, m the 
snort folemn manner, that he had neitlier dirsdfly nor indirtfkly lent his cour.tewcce <o any 
foch ,proceeding, and he believed he might fafety take up,^ him to fay f" 

of tile Managers in general. He declared, he li.jd heard that fuch accovinsi. of the fpecchus, 

' 'and of wiiat p.slled in the thill, did appear from time to time In the news- pajwrs ; bm he 
.had not fcad them, he had merely te/erred occaGonaUy to the Ciort-hand wide, s noM^ 
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he wanted to torn to a;\y pr-‘rficul«r fubjedl that had,,been dilcufled m the courfe of 
fc'he< Trhii*' With d to the of the Managers having appeared in the news-paper* 

vyith was .i^.f etty^obvirHj'i h om whomhich cornirients were ipofl likel}- to come j 

^ j to tbt; ncvi's •pa[>irvr if that could in one view be confidered. as a 

d'darfvtjntap lO vVfr. it m another be faid that he had enjoyed his futi ad- 

■ %‘44tv»gj efthet; qjrC.vnu^ iincc his cv>nncak-n with the prefs was nlitorious, and noon® 

h.t-v? fvffercd lefs th.irv Mr. Mr. Burke laid, the firfl year botlr fidcs had preferved 

a h^conujig lempersnccj^ but year H?;cl3 had pouied in, as if a floodgate had been 
In reipec^, t'.> 'the Uligth of the Trial, that was not lo be imputed to the Managers, 
iiS ;t m.^tVer for wi/cl, ..ir:y v'i;eto tn'arne.,; flnee they had, at the flrft outfet of the Trial, of- 
/era! to iii^de immediattilv btfoie they proceeded to etiablifh and fudain 

any o;htr. This they h.ad dc>nec>ip'rlly in the cafe of the. Benares Charge *, but it bad been 
reti'kd by Mr, HaAii'ba. who had dehred that the go through with the 

■Avbok |>'jVe he ni.a,c!c ids and ihac requifnicn the Houfs of Li;rds had granted. 

'• Thl-v^ Mip;TurV;e infvflc.d,..was a manIfo.d advantage .to NIr.,HuAing8 5 while at the fame rime 
' \i Cieady provcdy th.at pobbdy but Mr. I-hiAings him/tlf, was to hknao for the, del ay „■ Mp. 
'Burke ada<;d fcvtfiil orhef 'chtCrvatinns, ana repcivi;:.U feveral of his formtr ;'rgim)ents in fop- 

pbvt 'pf the n.?vc>''cr ifiodcfof c , 

• The M'C^er of jKo ;.Aulk dtcl^ictJ, that .he neither had imputed it to the Kight Hon* 
.CcTJtkman, that ho had counrcnaiiiced any publication ol the fpecches of the Managers in 
r:,<n had hs.sntertaiuecj the lea A idea that, either that Right Hon. GcniUmanii 
, <or ohy orherpf the Mana^jr, had condefeended to do fij. He had merely flated, that fuch 
publications had'made j tl'i-it the tendency of fevcral of them had been extremely pre- 
;}udlci.il tp ihc ciwafic!: of Mr, Hattings pending his tri.ni} and, as they had pafled sviih im- 
pui. r", it rplgh: be rapportd that they bad miffed tbs Honb Member who had pnbljfhcd th® 
Ltbef novvccaopknxd^ Mud hadrlnduced b:m to rnjaglnc that he might be warranted in 
replying dirovlgh a |ind]ar chanrel. 

i iiC ChaiAceilcr ql ti’..? l.:x(.:bcqucr fend, hclcnew not whether the Bight Hon, Gentleman 
h.vi imtnded coitnadd tv him, hut he bicged leave to ac.quaint him, that, nothing, that had 
fallen from him Cv'^uld aby one part of the Right ^on. Genckman^s fpeecb at 

all neafjary, lie did ..Ifurt hhat Right Hon. .Genrlenian that he Was far from conceiving, 
much k-C fn r> h.-ivi/ig atcarn a' impuld, any inipmper coriduA cither to the Right Hon, 
..Gorakmaniu'.vlCrC >n-any >thei Manag 

..Mr. ,\y)gVty roT;, ai-ildA. a Kud co' ^ueJUnn, to make a few obfervations, declaring, 

ibat frona th^ part lie h^d taken that day, he felt it, his duty to do fo. Mr. VVigiay 
then remarked upen fcvsral arguments that had been -vurged that day, and pafticul.irly by 
Mtr. Burko. He renilndect that Right Hon. Gentleman, that he had no right to charge Mr, 
H-vRip'r;. the author of %\\t Uhe.l, or to fute Major ScoU as his agent ; he reminded the 
Right Honi Gendemaif alfo, that aUhooyfi Mr, Hallings hi»d been Impeitshed by that Houfe,' 
tJic prepmey v.bich vneafure he was far frorn meaniug ro call in quertkn ; and aUbough 
Mr. BaAjngs v.a^ :aTuai!y upon Ms trial, he Jiad not yet been convicted 5 and it was the 
maxinroMuc law, tbat^yejy man vvas to be held iniicv^^ till hvi was found, after a full 
and fair trial, guilty, Tic fav • n) rsafon, therefore, why any Genilcniaiv ought to be 
afhame'i to cad hlnilUf the friend of Mr. Hailings, or vyhy any Ocmieman was tbereforf to. 

. Be .calk'd onrrj"ihc as the .Right Hon. Genclcmar had h^en pUafeid to call every Gentlc 7 • 
man vvi’.o avo^'i ed IfmdUf to he tl>o frknd of Mr. Haftmgs. But if there were any g^?un4 
of cev fur ; ii. r''at chcutiifBtoc'r, M;-, Wigley faid, he w.as free .from it, hr-ce, though he hsid 
the hoHiour of h ing known to Mr. Huttings, he could not belaid to f>e in any particuiaiR^ 
habits of fricndlhip wi.to him, M‘\. W^iglt^ made Idveral other .remarks, and declared, if 
T.h5re {]>*.'Uld he any d|vjijnn, he mcll ceredirdy fhould v for the nmendment and ihy 
rrtildtr ce; iVre, 

Thi: qkK.(1iori was,then put, “ Th it the words ‘ at the Bar of thi.s Huufe’ .Rand patt of the 
quortlon 5 '‘ u'hiHi was negatWed. it was next put, “'That the-jvords ‘ in bis. ,|laee* be 
infcried^" wh W was carrod in the affirmative. Tlie quHlion was Bit put on the amended 
Mo »ou, whioh vvB: .ilfo carrittl wltlvut a divifion, 

1! h' Cuanrcllor of -he Exchequer, to.render the procetdhtg complete, moved, That John 
S-c:t> Elq, do attend in hB pi ice next day.'* Upon which the queUion w^s |>ut and agreed 
- to. 

TKjxiAy| 




Xi-i 



t 53 1 




yte tbtir gnev,inccS) kfl:/1 y n fruit- 
attertipt to ptocure ivdVcfs, thty 
kiuld expok thciiiWvcs t<>,greater. 

He was afi;ed, Whether under thr'fyf- 
tem v\: Provihcial Boiird?^, aboii!lk<i,by' 
JMr. Haftingsi the M-'fyibfrs Had ever • 
found it iie'eir.iry TO have recourlt to 
tbhthe purpofe of enforcing the 
colledtibn of the revenue ? His Hufw^cr 
/ivas, Never» 

The object which the Managers bad 
in view in examining to this point, 
was, to fitew that neither crurLy 
pii'ejfion was. thought nece;!^:ry by rye 
Boards of Revenue which Mr. H.k'tings 
had aboh.llved, to enforce t he cuHc/ i ion ; 
butt}iat under the new fytttm v Raidilhcd 
by him in tlieir room, iho natiVts vuere 
expofed to, and had <rdth'idy .fv>ff«^ud 
both* In purfuing this of)jecf, ihe Mana¬ 
gers met with much oppohtjon fiom the 
Counfelfor the pritonei;i who t oniendcd 
that as crut'Uy Vvuis not in charge^ag.Hinft 
Mr*Hafl.ingjN, To no evidence of it could 
be adhritied. 

The Iv|anagers,gn theContrafyjrnafn- 
tained rhat crvejy was in charge, and 
that they confcqaemly had a right to 
give proofs of it. The article twtiMtd 
*'!<£V£M ue' exprclsly charged Mr. Haf- . 



tings W'itb bavmg etfinhKflicd 
for cohcdmg. the Revenue, tile 
c oniVqucnce of whieh was cr iielty Id:' 
the natives t Mr; 

.'Minuft' whfchvbvktntdi'ed. at-a,Con;bI'U*"" 
tion !/: the Suprethe Council adityRted , 
that the j'y hoi'jhr cfvfelling ifi'C veiuit? ‘ 
or R t lihg-1he') 2 n d s k>r,;VyoU id 
pee^ prod vice o^pr^m xo vhe tk- 

tiv;CR' ; ai>d,yc;f'he ac'odkvl x'he very lyf*;., 
teth fHyh coivienvncd ' 

drtithfr kid, th -it ^viut Mr.''h^d^ 
inhirMinuu-fr-ttpldv^y'^«Av^^^••|)pv u,,tbe , 
,M;aiagtrs:rv^reygcaji|>;’fo prove 
■ttully haf/penedv ■ /' ■i':' 'rvV 

Mr. Hswy tluttheiiS%nag!^rr^ 

.vvere;gr^iW t'xi-g.! vc c viticcc^f v'/f rrVn^.fvi^ ' 
V d ucJlies ?:ted,by.DrbV'^‘M!;;if*f' 

afj?.- d vvlktiHt 'ivtiii vvijS''f „ ih'yi|b'r#?; 
icnlroit'k 'r.'j;d 

Mr. Aohrulhcr deiired that; tfvi!: 
mots cvf ,a Coofultatjon fip by ;V!rv. 
Haffi ngft dicli-'d ,lx* f./ad ; ,;,i>u t , wdxild ' 

. not Ux :tbC-';Wtyat' ■'he; produced; 

this evidence ; he. vv,5s’ not bouod ' o 
declare if ; d'fr wo? s chough for hico 
prryduCed.C'videncex' fhat >v.ia ,r<f> v.mtv 
if ihs; leirnttl Co tilde 1 for the iV»o, 
found it'lirtlevant, they wodid objciit 
to lU ■' ' 


Fmo.'vv, Maya?., 

The Order of the Bay being reid for the attendance of Joirih Scott , in pl^C^e i 
Mr,. Reginald Pole.Carevv, le«jin»;: it to be for the dignity otVthe HQuie, upon a bi/fb;tfs 
like the prifent, to t^tcludt Branger/,, moved the Ibmflng order,of the Houfe,y-" That Rrabgeri 
■ be ex'cJuded.” ■ ■P‘h^x '' 

The .Hoiifo was itnmedhitely cleared,, and no Grangers jpermuted to be prefeot during thi? 
remainder of the day. 

After the Grangers were vvithdra-A n, and the rerolvtidni of the. 

The Spaher, accordinig to the dlrviSlions oi the Moufe, reprimanded tjie Hon., Member 
for th© Lettei written by him and infmed in the Diary. ;! , 

The followlng h a copy of the Reprimand paiTd on M .dor Scott t ‘ 

*‘f Mr. Scott,—.t-Tlie bionre have refi^lyedj that yooj being the author of a tetter which rhti 
Houfe have deoiamd to be a rcandaloijs and libellous p.iper, refhJ'Ting on tlio honrur and 
juHlce of this Houfe, and on the conduCl:'of the, Managers appointsd'to munage ibc Inu 
pcachmcntnow depending ag.tinlt Warren ^Halting&, Efq; aie .gol'ty of a violation of you,- 
fluty as a Member of thi» Houfe, and of a high Krc itU of the fudvi lege of dits Houfe, 

** On tlie nature and m'agrfitudo of your tiEence it is unnece/Tary Tot me to dwe.d ; what¬ 
ever has a tendency to depreciate the honour and jufllce of this Houfe, partlcuHriy jn th«^ 
/fXercife of its inquiftrorlal fandVkns, lend- v in the fernc to weaken and degriide 

tlie energies and dignit) of the Britlfh Conlbrutlon. 

The privileges of libs Houfe Have a plaim to the rofpetTt of every fubjeifl; of tb>j coun¬ 
try. As a Mt,(Tiber of this Houfe, it is your duty, as it Is a part of y.^cjr rruft, to (upppn dnd 
prote^fl theim. Had a fenfeof rhefe obligaticns proiwcec Its duo inijuenceon your .niind /.nd 
condo£f, you v;rculd have avoided the difplc.afuroofithis Houfe, and ] fhould have been fpa* ctl 
tlie pain of declaring to you thei cfulc pf it. The moderation of the M.oufe iivnot, howriier, 
lefe inanifeR on'this occ.alion, than their juR fenfe of thtir own digiiiiy, and of ihu ijTipor- 
panceof rhelr own privileges. It is my duty, in rrldalFing you> to be guided by the. k-mty 
which niarki their proceedings ; and, In. the perfuafion that tRe judgment of thuTloufe will 
operate as an ededluai adm/iiit-Ion to ydmfelf and to others, 1 fofbtar to fey more, tkm 
B»ac the Houfe have dir^trttd that I reprimand you for your falfl oifeocei c>budience 

i'ptheir cpn'imauds, i dq re|?rizk 4 t^dyoLi a£;(;ori:|inj^ly,’*^ ’ 

ARcf' 
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,>«•/! mnalr. attercatimi, the Con- 


vcas. rea< 5 i Chen Mr. An* 
pfocc<^’'nfTf'!4 into ttvi-* 

'^cr.ce of the by 

I>cU'y Siirg: Oil tiy vwi'>‘tt*h.c«it 
J??purpoie 
.•‘'»n’a[-ttaefij to Mr^ 

ilaPjH^i^'WJVba’ly^ hi>i hn‘ the piU"- 
pol- ofiiiew.nvsthat lUty aroi^trom tae 
iyfuJB '.tliiibUlked by him, aivJ ft^uv 
whi«“b^iV^^et^>.he ht.Tiicif atowed 

' M tfST N «^CES SARILV’ 

J'AW obji^kd to the pyoduaion 
•of ^iny f.'vidi?nctt of cruelUcs which were 

JrOt iff dhJf thoie COUlu 

, ,155; proved evi'T to have exdted, he de- 
TuX'd thff^'t the' would put them 

mt r UH 4 db.«ptf ,pi’:A dhcl he 

' would bd ready to meet them ? 

■prei 


■ eia they wtte 'uen.'charj^fid.,-uo 
evidci^ce relatirig tp'tb’em coii)d be're** 

ceivdd* v r ri 1- 

Mr. Biivke conteodeiTv that for, au tne 
ends for v;hmht:bc,:LV(«ovAgcri)t to 

prove aaa'' biV ':mt;',lfooimoua, 

Ivfo (’uhivkutly Charged theau lli^y 
lUUh«, th^t Cruelty ;wjvt> a necel 
.tary Ci’ursf.’V?rnCe,df^t^ ryftetu in- 

trodu ed vy Ivir., Vtdtio j and that 
crdtlty d^’td'd not haVc- ov'en pradlifed 
iuidet^ ttc bid obb whitri he lu^d abo- 
li(hfed-*-^rhe chargefortheriiated, that 
Mr. H laings v;asi aw^rc that 

i[>pprdri(>n mnft necttnirily arife trom a 
ty deai ^hat (lu)uld adopt the letting of 
lacde tor oneytat i and that;, notwith- 
ilamhng this hit. own opinion, he had 
etiabiifhcd the very Cjilt 'd of which he 
&new'0#Plt.v.$iS vuH mudf be .iNfcG,ES- 
SAiiV cocu-quence* ‘ 

Attu' fouit further argument on libs 
fonledb, Ihc Cloivnfd p-;rh£ling in Ihdr 
e>hie<bit?i» to ihe^tvideftix required, and 
;f:iie bl,f0.^gsr« pcvlifting in their rtqul- 

for j.h<r: produibon of it, the Lords 

■ w'thdr^o, ;o the Chamber oiParli .rnenT 
fu t.'d:c ini‘f> confderation tue argumenta 

bn both iklrs, .u . T j 

* la Ids than ha); an boar tbe;r Lmrd- 
ftrisfeiarii.i:.'! to Wt'fttniiiftt-r-h.AI, and 
bie.-e tlie i-ord Chancellor inSprrmd (he 
■'p u'tlcs'croncemtd, that the (i-ioufe had 
j'doivcd—That it was not,competent 
to give.evidence of the crudties tj;er- 
■V^f*d iNV i>bv Sing, the fame not bemg 
cn^^rged in ihe Article then under con- 
tidcratfcn.’* ^ r u 

Mr. Burke f*id, tbn he muR fnhmrt 
toibeit Lord??iipa'd£Cihun, but he mua 
fw it the Umt tifr.e? that ije had hrard 
. ir. with Uic deepeft coiiccru; for d ever 


there "Was a, cafe in which the bononi ^ 
the jnlticcy '»nd the chrirader of a coun¬ 
try weye concerned, it Wiivs in that whiett 
rei-iited do the horrid craclties a )d' fii- 
vag': narbirit'e^ ocijrtifed hy Pfby Sing, 
under 4n authv>r!ty <lenve<l from the 
Britim Giiverumeiit, upon the poorfor- 
Icnu inh..fbhantL^ <if Doachpore crueL 
ties .:Vitd barbarities (o frightfully 
t ran fee ncenil y enoririoiis a nd favagcj 
that the bare mention of them bad foiled 

with horrm* uveiy defonptfon of ixopk 
im the country. \ \ \ 

The impvcfoon that even the feeble 
repferencation which his fleinkr abilities 
bad been Vole to produce had m*-icle? 
upon 1 he hearts and feelings of all who 
had heard him, was not to be removed 
but bv the. evidence that llipuUi Tro'^c 
the wdok a fdvricatiou.—Tfie horror 
which the,detail ol LhoW crucitics bad 
prpduct’d in the miiuis of all chdTes of 
people W.4S indtlcTibablc ; the m'.od. dig¬ 
nified i iniics of England had ihuddercd, 
aiid fome had fainUd at the bare recital; 
and Was no -vkleticc now to be received 
to prv>vc the exiitence of thok oi 

barbarity W'hich had fooclced foe whole 
nation? ' 

Mv. Law laid,, it was not to be borne, 
that the Right Hon. Mmager Ihould 
thus ptocet'd to argue in reprobation of 
thci.r Lordfhips' judgmenU folcmnly 
given. - 

Ml . Burke fair!, nothirjg could be far* 
ther born his iuteution than torv.probate 
any de. iiion coming Ivom a Court for 
which he .rntertaivied the higheft reTpca. 
But he vi.'a8 not a little furpriitd to ftnd, 
that the leanied Couhlel ihould Oancl 
forth the champion for tbeir LoidflMps’ 
honour ■—foey le thtmflves tfvC 

beltgiHruians of iheir own honour: 
and it never could ivt the iutcntioft of 
the Commons to fully, much lefa to call 
in quelifon, the honour of the Houk of 
'IVt r- As their co ordinate t iiatc in 
Legifi ,Uut, the Commons were peril p^. 
not Mb iutcfolU vi man their Lordforps 
thefr.rel>€« vu tfoc preferyation ot the 
hououi otHiat noble flouk ; ami there¬ 
fore* he m vn* could think of arguing in 
rey^rtSatUm of any of its decihons. ^ 

But the truth was, that the dcciriQU 
upon which he was then fpc.<king^ w»8 
not upon a'qiklb’on put by the Ccin- 
mous 1 the Lords had no doubt decided 
properly } but it vv^s certainly upon 
their oWn' ciacAfon, aad imt .wpon that 
pf the Commons. If the C^^muioiis 
had been rulr^ red to draw uptneiv qud- 
Lon thiinLives, they Wiiid have 
' . V/orutd 
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4>jd c tUr<i fur ihe ju’^grrc'n* or: '.t‘ 
^";,4jpoa a qiiulioTi very difTereuily 
iVom th;it on wbitlt thedeciiiou bad’ 
been given*. ... ■ ' ■ 

It was tn?c*,th'?r the orueftie^ charged 
in the Article were nor ft,H\ecb go ;?^V 
;^/7i>iey to have been txv\T'i'f:d by Or by 
Sing; but the An-cle charged Mr. H tf- 
tings w'th having elbi(iiirn"d a iy^em 
which he Ijifw be, ar^d which 

■jt) point of h^^id ii.!:tuaily ai'’v 

tended with criwe/f.)/ ’AV-i opprejjion.—^ 
The Article ditl not Irate by uhom the 
aiivS of enu l(y bad been con’.n:iiitcd> but 
it ft^ted cruelty hi g'l-nerab, and oi'mC'h 
cnielty, fo charged; the Mariagr rs r:.id a 
light to give evidence. 

He oblervedjfhat theirl^rdlhlps mi?ft 
perceive adifterence in tSe cafe ,thus 
fhited, from chat which they hart Rated 
themfdves, mid on 'which they had de* 

'cidt'd. He egt'dtbei e ff> re> that t hey 
^vould co.nft ier fcruSuIly M'hal efti-61 this 
deciO.oii vvv>n!<i liav< upon this part, of 
the Articlv, and upru) the general cha- 
radtet (dthe country. 

If they were entirety to fliut out all 
evidence of thofe of cnieUy, what 
would Ute world fay ? v/hat would be the 
opitiicn of mankind ? it would aftonilh 
the furioiimtTng nation^/that the do(.>r 
iliOuld he Ihut updh the proof of cruel¬ 
ties, the recital of which had har- 
roweef up the fords df ;.dl who 'h;sd h.catd 
tC‘ The charagftet ofthe nation would fuf- 
fcT, the honour, of their Lordlhips yvould 
be alTeiU'di if, when the ConunoDs of 
England Rood ready lo prove the exif- 
tance of barbardiee that had difgraced 
the Britifli name, and called for vaige- 
Mirce on the g'uilty heads of fhofe wiio 
were in any d, gree inftnimental in them, 
they fhould be hopped,' and told that 
no evidence could be rereiv;-d in proof 
of thofe harbaiitics. A N<'bie Lord, 
defervediy hig^) in the npiTn''a of his 
I^^er3, had fatcl, when he heard thole 
fivvage cruelties detailed, that, compared 
w.th the g;iorff<:/fv of thevn, all dre Ar- 
tkh’S of the if.npeach<?Yent w( ighed not 
a feather y that if the detail wy s loundt d 
in truth, no punilhment could he too 
• L vt*r e for w h oever Ih ou 1 d l>e Io u nii to 
have had apy part io c-xercifmg them. 

The farrie ’Noble Lord, Mr. Burke ab-v 
Terved, had faid, that if the Hon. 
linger did not ncrake good this molt bor- 
Atrid of nil charges, he ought to pnfa for 
the m(>ft daring raluaimat<)r. 

' “ Hpan that ilfue, laid Mr. Burke, 

** I ready to put my-character: I'uf^ 



'-■* fer mc' t0'gO'il^tafh'e'proor>j of the 

p-..rallclcd ' ir uuitti^s ; and li I 
** Cllabt'll^ hne.'u tvOthe full conviifiiunnT 

Hour-,.UK! of all mankind, if J .]6 
’ jkuj pro’ye^iieir tmavedinre .md du.-6f 
** crhdi'Mn to, and trc’juef^lion wuh ihe 
^ ‘ f> I'U'Yiv vj ft nbf: h*r Wl by Mk H n(1: n ;;, 
f* then let nivebe brvnMed as the loldtft 

calumnintot ihid 'ever d^<-c’d to ujt 
** upon unrpoVhl'u "ionoeeiu'X tlx" bnpur 

F.srl Stl-mncvpe cAled -Mr. Ervke 
ovclrv. .Kbi), L^uuUhip faid. that chc ii^ig 
of ‘he. Ido a Ip M:n/i not-be waited in ar-.. , 
guments upon queft^ons ou v/l;ich 
LonBLt.~)s i\,«d aii.r.'dy d,ecid<'.h> 

Mr.'Bi^irke I’di^ lira It object; 

to f t've Ob. ' U 0 N'''-u'<t liVid the ctfait-xc- ' 
TrRnf th-''it'..C.orsl'ihip^v not their 
Timcj rr’d it <’OuUlr’>t have entered 
hi-.’bod, rbrtt whilft he w-is rr.:jdV,uM> ft> 
grot au ob^ d’, h'l' cvY'dd he tjpo'oft-.d ‘a 
he w dting their vvh5;.h, ' „ 

certandy prtcihas, coalcl n wcif^h it"' 
fcarlier ■-•gainft iheir i-IO!,>,o;r ana CHA--, 
aACTV.R* ' ' ^ 

However, .let thit be !^i it .might,, be 

had dune; he had cinh. ^voiu ed lo rtfV,. 
cue the charatHtir ,ar-d Jidlicc of his, 
‘country fnArn obh quy , if thafe v^fo 
had roruu r'Iy provok d tKjuiry, ifthoft* 
who had f.iib tt'a’t I'lC ihwiige barbarities 
which he ha»l del Ailed had r o cdurer.** 
iftcnce that;' ^hat wddvih if.ey derived 
from the mdiclous IVrtility cif his iu'ui-. 
ginaiion, if ibofe tvhe hxd far.! that he 
was bound to m;.ke good what he had ’ 
charged, and that he would deferve the 
n.oft oppralu'ious naivo if he did nht 
ail'ord Mr. l.bdlings an cypjjoi’Uir.iiy oT 
doing away the imprefiiun h luch tvtj'y 
pU't of the nation I'ad vc. eivc.Jfrom the 
picture of tl.e lavage cruelties rx'-refed 
by D by ^ing ; if, h.^ vepf ared, they now 
fbrunk Irom i!;e enqujjy for vvhiclt tisey. 
had before (b loudly caii. d, if thC) n-a-v 
called upon their Lardftups to •.j.-dt, 
and not liflen to the proofs whh.h they 
bef-rchad t'liaUcnged him tp bung., the' 
f-iult was not Moth him j he k«d I't^nehia 
duty to hi.s roiui’ry, whole honom aTid 
juftice h^doi.i n outraged j to the Itriul’e 
of Coftvr,’><*?)'•, w:-o had ferit him tutri-rir 
Lordihipa Lkt to expiefs t.kctr abtior- 
re-’ice of.cfntl'irs, and, ro point fhe,‘vtT,“* 
gcance bi the law agaiuft thoig who had 
bt eu taift »'0 m c n t a 1 j n p ra Ch ^ u g l h e m j 
and he had done whal^he owed to huT)- 
kif, in o'ftering to prove all chat he had 
advanced on the fubj.'-tf, on 'p:-iit. of be¬ 
ing hr a n cled, {1 he Ihf mj .’d taij in h i 
proofs^ ss a bold juhmous tnknn- 


Utc, Bearfs o |'' 0 th«T 5 , 
ire). i'ifjtivp'otw<ioir thole 
Co\r\n\om. of '. Great; ’ 13 vii‘a».i'b 
‘■"JJeirthe ci>ar^;c fAll,- tKat t]:!^[^i}kC:Of 
the country w.*.» n<it U» hate itt vidim- 
♦.' The Gammons harefl’i ewftit’ivfir rt-a,** 

^ tcr;make\gf»p'<;f their Chaffee— 
1 ?^;tire \dfl':% 4 'v<ia,nt '(ij^irvk'frofh the' 
i To^ft )r(iur , 4 ;.or 4 ii^Ts 

.'.. MiV'Law,. i i h .n.ile^'atti'pkd w.Vrtnt H» 
.wK»?|hjr«'f ea !i'.« r .aiJiUnicri m ,C0:afequVnCc 
in'we raitinot 
^rek't'fd: to., lay,. .tO' 

R’ghiteHon*; 

■''■ Mx> hi ^0^4^ ,feci,rdf 
ilcii'-he wiMiiK^d ^c;)Ve iOuU not Be 
{Vi-an the nj irniijr in 
/w^hich ;■ ihe -ch'ihiye 

.f 1-0 <.'hr{,0 r 6 j<l-J^f iVth^y cW'/jSrA/, ad- 

- ? 5 al\ MHrtt, vTithont vivrhufijj; fBe.cleoreit 

jrult.Si^iKl p;-5nrip(V« oflaw. “ .Rut (Tiid 
, y'-jheVdri .pit; 'the;',ich-t,\ii 

.ofvRiucit’i^^^.v^v,mines .dBto btve 
f:,,/ (h'apcnf fGh'arj^e \yhic}iAi!'iyicBr tit c.>.n' 

,T.f;et.,. ietthcTn '■|i:rvn'fc'y-t in 

y ■ ■‘Sbrpe at y^Mrr Lordhiip'n ban ^»nd 
' y?e wi'l be.vcatly to hear eveVy 

** proof ? hat can b& athUiCA < 3 . Anil, if 
:^nwheni'?ih4t’ htlt.a.t, t he 'Gen- 
i kitim I anrr Fn,Av (peaking- 

** (loeG not faUify tvery a£> of cruelty 

attempt 

; 'V ' to prove Ma y thh hand 

■bf/' ‘riO;a R^HD.OF, 

Alter this rjacuilbijpn* tieSivered in a 
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Gti-atric hero, Avhtnlif exclHims, Ri- 
"‘ *^- ch ird r-a iKwrfe Avith thee »:> 

*M)aU.k ‘part of the fauCmcfs 

Mf.'A'oftrnthrrraciverting the»4 to the 
T ,M K n T .pisf of ru pecf!, or 3,0,000!. 

ftjtrlin^jy m::d'yi,'d hy Mfv Haftings from 
}^jixki{p/h oblVrvccb t!iat vdien 
:■ Bdr, '■Hafk wA$ at laft t):b.b«»-'d to make 

a VBhiovery to the Court pi i 3 jr€<^t<jrF^ of 
,the'receipt of thisinm, he faivi, in his 
IvtUr^to the Coun, that lajjvng in want 
of money for his own private concerns, 
aiHi thelhtte ^•fth^Company’s Treafury 
bG-ng fo 5 ow that htchulU not pay him • 
lelf ; fabU‘v, he had procured a 1o;in 
of throe iackD to anlVver Ins private 
■ warns J tfuU being ;d>oui: the mount of 
M(hac was dut- to hiji) by the Company 
on 11»e fcore of fa 1 a ry• 

Mr. Anarutber Bid, he vv.is going to 
prove that the Avhole of this accouf^t, 
except the; receipt of the three hmks, w^.s 
Wik^: A clerk from tliCflndia^houte was 


accordingly callecB who proved the W 
r vju 3 payments made to Mr., Haltingjf 
00 acxouni of his friary ; from Vi/hlCO' 
. it appeared, that at the time vdieo Miv 
H,^ft}ng 9 pretended the finn of three 
tacks was due to him oO account of fai 
lary, there was nor a rupee due to him 
by the Company^ 

Gere '.he burmefs clorer! for this <1 ay> 
it l>eing five adlOck, and'thcir U>rd 1H»P» 
not chafing lo go further into the evi¬ 
dences at that lime- Adjourued. 

SlXTYTltTH Day.^ 
Thursday, May %a. 

Mr, Anftrut her reminded the Court 
tha rM in HafiIng;?, fn anfwer to tbe 
C.'Harixe hrduglit ;4giduft him for having 
taltln a bribe from Rmah No^kiffen, or 
four:!ackj>,of I'uycep., bad faid|ibathia 
rcafon tor having taken that fum was, 
that he vanted mdney on hia own pri* 
v.ite account j that there was due to hira 
by tilt 0 ompany for lalary-^ &c. a con- 
frl'D-able furn V but that the Comp;ioy's 
Treafury wms fo emptyt that he couhl 
not p.iy h’mfi.lf wh>vt was due to him ; 
aud that thergfke hi: had accepted, a?/ 
f/f the main for the Company's uf^y -the 
above Inrn from 

Mr. AnflrutKcr obierved, that CJ> 
TijrfJay laft he ha<i proved one part of 
this defence, vi/. That the Company 
“ wn^ CO n fir I e ra hi y in d e bt t o h i ni o n 
'I tbetcDre of fahry,’' to be UtterlydeG 
tilute of foundatton in truth. 

On Ifiis day, hs laid, he would proceed 
to prove that the other part olthc de¬ 
fence, viz. ■That the Company*ji 
** Treafury was at that time fo empty, 
that he could not pay himf'df what 
wa& due hhp,f' was to the full as 
filfc'Tind unfounded. 

For tnis piirpofe a clerk belonging to 
thr fndia-Houfe was called, who proved 
that at the period to which the charge 
and defence referred, very corifiderAhle 
lums h.ad been paid into the Cornpany‘3 
Ttreafuiy at Ca)cutta>for whiv,h Mr. 
Ilafthigs had given billion the Company 
in Kurope } and alfo that oTf account of 
varioua loans opened by the Supieme 
Couticl! at Calcutta, other I'ums- to a 
very great amount had been p^vd into 
the ircalury there.—1 he inference 
from this evidence was srhYicufly, that 
tl'.e TcchAu y, fo far from being empty at 
the time, was, if not full, at Icaft wdi 
Rocked with ready money. 

Mr. A-uftrutber delired next that a 
letter froui Mr. Haltings ins the Cou!*t 
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Xf might be read. 

•i'rt he laid, ill prodacm^ this 

etterl Vv^aS lo ibew that Mr. HallingS 
Ihad ^',ii’ofsly .impofed upon hiii maftcrs, 
the Kaftdttdi'a Compaif/, with refpect 
to the appointn;eni of hiA ncd/ Coni- 
trdttee of Revenue ; that he liad, through 
the Whoh; cdurfc of his eorrerponderc^ * 
dri'Uds fiihjecf tvhh the Court of Dip 
ire<5torf, pointed cut the propriety of 
letting the knds, partic'tilarJy 'in the eit- 
tcnih’e ZemirRiaries, to the ahcieut aha 
fefpljfh'thie '^etnirid.#S of the country ; 
,bnt that> in dehafido o\Vji 

ijriVjcipU’s* he had ticiua'Hy the iands 
hot only to petTohs tvho \Oere not 
niindafni blit to perfontj offucb charac- 
tctii ai> rerideted them totally vinlit foi’ 
nny'pUce wluucyer iri which htiioanity, 
jinfice, and lotcgfity., were necCury. 

Mr. C'iW otdected to the product ion 
6f Idds lettieri afe the opinionD given by 
h^Vk i-I aft i n g S to th e Coil it; of D i r eviors,, 
which the Iett^:r viai^ to prove he had not 
follovved, wdic hot fh charge againli 
him. 

Mr- Anftnitlier m'AiiVlain^tfi that as 
the charge' ftated that Mr. hrafung?; had 
adctf iQrrujMiy in abolMbing the Provin¬ 
cial Boards, and AihdUiJitiiig in theiV 
iiea'd a General Comixiittee of Revenue, 
the MuPagers were .at liberty to give 
h'i evidvence every cTrcdnfRince which 
could prove corrupt motives ferr the 
paeafare. 

Mr. La# ioni!;ed, that the b^re AVtin|: 
that a thing, perh.^p!i inndCcht in itfeif, 
had been dooe corruptly^ trot, in 

pioint of law, kt the pl^o^ecutora into 
give evidence of what might have been, 
but whar^ -in point of fail, was not in 
chargee. 

'riic Lbnl Chancellor obferVed, that 
jf an acf, ill its nature or 

harmkfir dated as the ground of a 
crhi-iinai charge, thd tadsihg of the 
word e/3n\Y/Vr to it, could not open a 
ilo'>r fot* the adtoifuQn of evidence of 
tai*;>s' ndt itatiM' in t'He Chafgcf 

MV* Fo.Viaid, thi'i'obrervation went 
hot to the particular matter now ifi 
tiifputci bht to i\\t tvhijle Charge \ and 
he apprehended that this was"^ not the 
jftage ofthe huhnels in vVhich the learn^ 
fed Couflfef Riorild (Hew that the Ghargc 
would not fuftHin a judgmeiu. Such a 
proceeding ’would be vtiy proper in 
of jildgnient; and then it would' 
be-tiiiie enough , for him to ifhewMhat 
ihe Charge 'zvoitU fuHain the judgment. 
But even in the prefcot dlagc uf the 


that though the ^^prd corruyily has 
been imerted in the Charge, Ai'I the, 
evidence bdered by Ids fellovv^ Manager 
would be admitBbku . 

For the ivti^ntioii was precdcly wh:;t. 
bonditated ifee crime or guilt in every 
a(51;ion ; arid whiilevvc tended to afeer* 
tain the Iv'trnfion war legal evhfenc*^: 
^he killing of a man 'V.;s not rcucjfurily 
la nimiHa! adt \ and therefore every 
circumdance leading to ' Ihew witiji 
wiiat inttnUdn th-: a/il was done^ mid:; 
ncceirfirily be evidence, or due of thefs: 
t wo conreqlunces m ult tnine,. cither 
that ah njau .iljoxild'' he P'^o-* 

Bouaceti a murderezy or u guilty Jiuu 
qfcape the psiniIhm'c'nt of ,tbf* 

. if a man was indi'ded for uttering a 
bill knowHig it to be forged, in rely ud 
one would contend that ,afl .tiyderce 
of circumftances flicwirp;‘ tb:it; he ho ;• x 
knowledge of tit'; furg.try; ran A bcrtuiC 
out, unlefsthof cireu-ui(inncc.^ ihodul 
happen to have been (tated it: ihp a> 
dicLncnt.^—-Mothing could more latis-* 
faeffojily prove t^.'c party's hr.pvv!ecge 
of the forgery, than bis hating given 
fade and contradictory accounts of the 
tranTa'fSnoru 

in the pfefeut Ciile, Mr. Hading? was 
charged with having fraudvlrntly 
and corruptly ; ami in lbs oplmon 
thing could fo clearly lupport foch i 
charge, a? the evidence offered on this, 
occalion, which would prove that' he 
h Hi liven, the Court of Difesfloni a fall* 
acc^^uin of the,affair* . ^ 

Mr. BUrke .iaid, the learned Lord had 
greatly mifundefhood the or bit' 
would not call the a6t of abolifiiioK the 
Provincial Boarda cf Revenue, and feS^* 
ting tip a gcuend CofnmUtee of'Ke- 
vehuV,'a£ {et forth hi i he Charge, an adt 
, iii Its riahiVc nidifrereht or harmkfs i- 
for the Charge not ptily ll;;:ffed ic to bv. 
corrupt but alfb thac it had been done 
cohtrary to the orefers of the Court of Dl* 
/•yt’/err, add eoncrary to i.he '*ojun£tioiJ^, 
of a'd A61: of Parliament, th<i r 3 £a ot 
the pr^lVht King. ^ . fo. • . , d 

The Managers did upt tbercfoiT n;iy 
merely upon the v^oxd corruptly which 
was in the Charge ; but upon the 
and pofilive declaration clearly Ifo forrh 
in it, that the cffaGifbment ofthe ge-»f 
neral Committee of Revenile had becri^ 
V ffefoe d b y r. Ba ffings it) co nfe mpt c f 

an Afo of Parbament, He prefuruedtljat 
no one would venture to contend that" 
ah aft involving in it the VioUtion of aj| 

r'f PatliamC‘'nt might of could be ill 
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he]:|cfencl, 4 m, 

^js^j^dr-Tothe Govtrtnci>-/Jencxal' him'lair, 
?n the courfe f:^f prai^ice, that 
be trahfmit^cd'to'i^urpp^^^ 

’ Mr- Ajrivtfither obieVycd. th it had 
ucver* bf^en fieard before,: that a fecurlty 
g.iveR forthe iife df tbe^'CoiTjpany ihould 
■ ,, 'be pa;^cdi6 the aptl 

jfot todhe'([Jomp^-ny, 

Be nifjjrmed their Lordfliip^, that the 
./jmion pJ:the twb,h^ apd^ 

I^arifmr 'C^k'eral wasij junpu.^ to the in- 
tm;ft ot’ t he Company-, find that it bad 
never takeb .place but in the two Pror 
'yincei? in "wh^h be haci aJIready proved 
that Bfr. J[-I?,ffjng3 bad received money 
tor his own private ufc'* ' 

■ Thdfe points were jpraved from va-^ 
riouij i.n the Company's books^ 

which Were md by 
.%idericc wai^alfogtv^n Of the Preient 
af roo,o«oK made to .Mr. Haftinga by 
tne iSiabo^'of Cade I an/j olap pS'er qf 
anpther Prefent pf ';:he fam,c amount, 
fh^de. by the farpe to the f^OK}. It was 
njfO prpyed; tjfjar wt^eri the Abo7(^ Pre.i 
^nt.| the aooiber, were 

jhide, the Habob wa'^the great eft per 
^tid imab^c to piiy Ida 
troops, or pro'v^ e ven the neccfan'cf 
<ipife; tor In and their moH^ers, 

ith^ wives pf bis ileceafed father. ^ 
from, the India^Hoiife, 
nroved ih /t liaftings ha,ct at var iojia 
fn. i..,. - 7 c tb,tho tncUf. 
t^'d to Europe^ 


|{eripdS) ffpm the year : 1 : 7 c to the 
dii admmH^rjithn,^ to E^.v.^^ 

hy hifk an ths CoiiobAnyr^r cW;d» 
f'i^ru;d to thfm, to the amount of twP 
liphpKEp and T five .■Tripp¬ 

s’A:'>;Dp,o^nds'ft^r ling. 

‘ Mr. paiiasalkcdh 
pot a r>nyi^^ge flitipwed to theGoyerDpr- 
f^enera] tp, rcniijr, by, bills on. tb,e fconi- 
liv^ny, mon^y not* hi;? otvr:> but the pro. 
|ierty cf bther peribiis ?—Mr. WrigVt 
;^nl#ered|;ht8 queftion, In the affirnu* 

tiye.—Oti being /tflc'rd, To whom the bills 
iyptf made payable ? he faid, moii of them 
were to Sir Eranci^ Sykes, to two'othfr 
:^entk-meri, to Mr-Raftings himkU’} 
:!^n4 ia Hjlf of this dcfcription, payable 
to thpfe’three fv^-rfon?, or to hhyfJtM 
ci6,oooE bad been fem ft ted by Mrf 
l-iHftibgs.——The re.iTi ain i rtg, < y, qoqU 
which wprEd make the grofs fum oS 
C35,6 o»I. bad been remitted either ia 
diamdndi of bills noEfnade pavabk 10 
hiqrtfeif- " ■ ■ :' ■ 

■' Mi'. Wright, on being defired by Mr. 
Anftru;her to ftatc the -net aujgunt of 
revenue paid irdr/ the Company’s 

ftiry BengaE ia the lour years ^rr-. 


a.hQb’tu^ft pf ^he Provmoi 
Hoards of Reveiuir^ and the four, year 
juhfequent to that event, read fci/craJi 
ac.count4^. taken by him from d>e Cotm-* 
PAny> bookS:, from which it appeal ed 

that the paid.during the fe*. 

cond period was kj^ ia^h. of 

rupees, or near ,. r oo.ooqE than doring 
the e^ifUn^'e of the Provincial Boards oi 
Revenue; ana that the cf>Mcdm 

r.h.e fcccmd period;, coft thevCom- 
P'*'^y kc^'s-s or 55 o>qpol. 

than it had coft during the preceding 
perioiE 

Th»i Caunrel for the defendant defined 
tb3t he would, ftate t,hc^;*^ as weU a% 
the mt produce of the revenue,dupng 
•both, periods, and alfo aiked, Wfaciher 
the ialaries Gr prnfions allowed to tbc 
Members of the fiipprcifed ■Fi;oy^ 
Boards werenot included in the encreaf-' 
ed e^pv'iice that had attended the col* 

, Icdionr 

Mr. Aaftri^tber faid^ he was wiilinij. 
to admit both of thefe*points, nam.ely^ 
that, tb^ produce of the revenue 
hjad been greater during the repopd thaa. 

hrft p^rkwl; a«d fMrt qE tha 
encre kd expepce, of colkdiioii had 
h<;en (r resfipned by th^ faiy.rieB^ allowed; 
tp ,thp M^mb.srs pf ihc-. fuppre&d 
Boards; not o,nIy he adipittcd tbefe 
f^.'nt6j|i but he nvnkv fbern grounds of 
caafgc againft Mr. HsftingRrrfor ha 
charged hi.m with f:aving* adapted a fyf^ 
tern which, whim it took a vaft deal 
n;ip 4 'e money, put; of the iix)c)?ets of the 
had diminj/bed the receipt's at 
the Comf^ayks, trtafury. He charge^ 

him vvtth haying 

ifvenuj,* but with. ha,vine 

exp,ence> pf ,c-o},kamo iuU 

^y^^ Jacks*. The fuppreftion of,thc^ 
i rpvmcta) .Boards, which had; berm the 

grand caufe of this .dccreafe ofTevcmic 
apd increale of expenditure, was im 
charge agwrriftMr.Haftiiigs j and there*- 
fore his Counfcl could uot.defend hirns 
by kymg that part ofthe. eucrcafc muft 
be af/vTibed to Edarics continued to tb& 
Mernber^of the fuppreikd Boards; for. 
d the luppreflSoii, w'hich the. Manager* 
contended wasa.orime, had never takei 
plac^, there WDuld,not have been any 

ground for- paying thole ‘ falaries to 

perrons )yho were deprived of tbe iucaai 
or earning them. * 

The next v^itnefa produced was. Mr* 
bhore, who had been near tv/enty years 
la and was a IVkmher both of 

ime ot the, 

the Reyeuue Committee* a.nd who 

u *''' ' ' ' ' 
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MY« a viff clear and di(Ui.£l cvi* 

deuce. ■» 

Mv‘ Bnrke iirfl exiiT^med tuan to 
It pi^per that he had K'lven Mr- Mac- 
pherfoa ni i*? 5 >U in which he (trtU’'ti Ivis 
objv-atnn to ti e pi an formed for Mr^. 
B'ahings in that yea-r. 

Upon his crofs-ejramjnnfJon, Mr. 
5?hove C'!}(!, that he had often changed 
h-ia ophiion upon revenue mattersp avid 
liid i cconled as nu.u'h when lalb in In¬ 
dia ; that he was ccnvincct? the I'^cuiver. 
of^ Bengal were happiev# i>nd their pro¬ 
perty better prote^ied under the En- 
plilh Government, thttn under any of 
their former Nabobs t That Ins ohjeC" 
turn to a Dewan to the Commitiee of 
lU-'vcnue, wait to a Dewan generally, 

AH/1 p.W'ticu)?irly poirccAl at Gwwow Go- 

of whom he’ tdoifght as f:i' 
yourabl/ as of other Natives i biitthat 
be thought no T^Jativvj vvasdit' for inch 
an office : Thai; he h:id c Midemned' 

the fyfirm hf Provincial Conneds, 
an fmj'damentaHy wrong,^ and^ itirsp- , 
pi :c \ ble to any good pti r po fe s That he 
iTad’ ibited^ tl^at the fame objebUonSv 
which lay agsinlf the Committee of 
Revenue,' Jay allb the Frovine 

Coutioi Ls their ihCApaeit y to' t'xcrcife 
a' Ioc.d controul j That lu* bad a very 
had opir.ioh of ’vho' 

had (bccccded G?/7 ;^^'v^ 
the recommendation of Mr- Francirv) : 
That Me wetit out in 1760, returned to 
England' in the {lime ihip with Mr. 
pla'pingii in lylfj, and arrived in Gal*: 
cotta a Member of tht* Siiprcme Coun¬ 
cil in 1786 p that: the charges 
Mr. Ballings were very publicly known 
jn Indri i that no cornplaiiits had b'eeit 
made Hriftings while he’ 

was in Bengal; apd that the Na twes. 
thought very favoiuably of the charac'*; 
ttr of Mr. Haftings, 

There were many othrr quc(lio?t$ put 
to Mr. Shore, which he anlwered With 
the utiroft clearhefiJi but thele are 
amoufdtibe moll material enes* 

MrV Burke then nfk'ed hinrr a few 
further quelt,ioiis-*-.By the anfwcrs 'k: 
appeared, that be Icnded the Rtvenucs 
of two Provinces bimfclf, Tacra and 
p^itna—That he took with him hia 
executive native oBicer, ..Proton lCijh(fn* 
the ibii of Gan^a Gc^ind Hing • That 
Mr. HMfli* §8 did not recommend it to 
him to take this perron, but that Mr. 
Simre ivirrdelf IVleacd him, acquainted 
M'- i' ii.hM’o who ap¬ 

proved pf it;tr-that there was thi? m.T- 
i. (vai (i'!h'A.'V{.vtr between the fyllcin as 
how edablHtVtd/ and^' that wbiclr he 
noticed m tbe rematks hr gave to Mr. 
Macpheiibii in lySi'-T-Colkcfori 



:aD\v ,'tppm'»tct1 b:> sitfllie 
the hoaril <;>r Krvenuc in Calcutta 
Conimittce''if C.oiU'Po«.h 

In anfwcr to 'jfm'r.hc'r qavfdons frorii 
Mr. Mr. Shun* Ihdt'd, that tht-- 

fyfh'Oi ^.f 17S! was nor i:>k:nhlR(\ *-6 
jLhrpurt'lve'wUo'ili^ pey/i ."ir.'-o thch'ai'difS 
of Mr. .Halli-ngs; nu? wn.-> it c-alcul'.t. 
to keep the Membcrr of ■ thcHSu’ptenu 
Council in iguorance oiMhe Pat'c o-f the 
KeveiiuO';—(two of tlur i^ikgationa in 
the Artir.bfr). 'Mr. f.i'/ore-r'lfo 'f'mt.'i/T 
'th?,twhen Mr. ^^ppolnfed a 

Mfcnber of the ConDinrfti-H* of K^veiUXii' 
itft lytd. hr Vvair not in hdNlf. of , inr.H 
maey with him, ^.oriti any degreecon'r 


nedUd'V/ith him'. In nTdvvrc to qneV*- 


licMis pui iiy Mr. Tv'.rk;% H'ajjpearrd 
that Mr. Shor<: had fi.ice iietn intimate 
with Mr. Hufiingy, and’tbat h^gav-i^but' 
whether to IVvr. Hadiugt*or rorne oI■hel•^ 
perfunsdi'i not app-Kifp {brnc'rcma'nkc 
uponthe PcveinK' Ch'a.rgtv 5 ^ voryfinatl • 
part of which, be belie reft, appearc^d iiV 
Mr. FhilbUg'f'R AuiVver -fo Ibat'Cb/rge^ 
in r^ply to (orr.ie'.V'.iry piTtfiieiU qdef-; 
tiOftf? from Lord'Sroriti'ord/ Mr.. Sho^'C.r 
ftaKd^ that ■hedird uo objcdltoii pev-'" 
fonally to Girfij^ci Pkif: b'Jt go.- 

nt^nvlly to any-Kativu liaviiig'tht power 
which'a .Bewavi had,,, as he'thought 
every NiUive v/o‘.t!d‘ ud; it, 
OmdndSm^:>ht bti]ieved,did, farJhiiHH.vW'. 
' advantageV-'t.bat bifi 7X^} and iUUu.ioi^v' 
.Were not ib great a S'be -.sdriH'd. 

The accuracy, prompt itudca 

■fairnefs \yjt.h which' thi^ Gemlrovaa'. 

luUwcrcd every iiJttrrogativry, iinpiTf-; 
iing 'the whok Dmrc and opet'dlr-gio' 
little to the pUrq^ofe of the ManagerSji 
the foUowing quefHon vv'ii& .?Tved by 
way of re-examiaation- 
• l,s the Wiinets in ioiimate friend,.'^' 

■ fnip and connciKtoT? with .ivlsr. P 

It; was ifidiUdlf aUivVeted,' ‘‘ k cct- 
fainly courulcr inyfclf cfi fwindiar tertns- 
with bimd’ i 

The Coanfefv; un’;viIUng to fidh 
impreffioB to hr; m.ade by this r.r.i»'ge 
inriuoatiort, put t,h« following quelhoo's 
VV'ere Mr. .llafhogs the corrupt and 
cruel man defcHbed in the.'e'Charges., 

^ would you continue on Inch terms wir.b, 
him f’ 

The Wicnefs anfwered emphatically* 

I fiiould hope not/' 

Be was iifXtaUcc-d, Whether he had 


jped to draw up the Oeknee oi Mr. 


Kaliings f — He laid, he had fur- 
idlbed him with Memorauduma roLi-^ 
tive to the Revenue Charge 5 hut that’ 
very little of wh.d he haeV forniUit’d 
h^id heetv nled, or ■was to be found hi 
t’neOcfeoce. 

Mi> Fox here informed tlicir Lord- 

T:.: //.V . . . . ■ . 


■' fV':?':'" V’ 


t <?^.' 3 


P^,'/ f^iivt' ',t')e: 'V'M 'nn.^ofCTS'; '■^jiid'/clofe'dl,' 
'-■nco 'a)>oa rJil ^ Mui 

TvTtSfx wouh'!; t.U> hiin'Hf tho honour, 
nT'>,rx'''duy.theirLoid'h;):;; {hr)ii'lr|,(yt, 
(or np tiv.? tvidtoict riuf. had 

kVi T; givr’iO upon iI"* • 

' |:i...c A'/tk Law T-tifix th'At tlu're vm,*; ay 
fpre'it^o GtMirjijniTn (CoL Foc.ilk) whOi 
)j-id Imcij vliin^ ihefrivvo 
iWT »bcir -LordfhipL’ order* to |.;ive,fv‘r: 
rieocr on. thrfl rri^ii ; t'lar h’>. eviclrnce 
w-u wry m?.reria!.n». j and: 

00 one hand, t'ns Gcntl.'man 
o’ligf’u i>ur he ohli^,:cd to o nnunue, 
for ao in-iefinitf: term this attcndauoe 5 
and 01)1 the utiuT, that ISlr. 

■y. rnigl?.' not iofe: the berjeiiL^ o ivi» evj- 
dror^j tie wquid-be iru’lch u’c»)ip»c.d to^ 
ry rhe B'fo. M.inii^'er'o d’lhey wonU! fuf-: 
<’ {'T’hjfvi JO t!0'» OofiL'Of tt)e lioHoefs to,- 
tT i OMie CerudoTjar to fooie po’iits:- 

; )ivw(uv£'fe riie Ikores Ai-ricle>'iirldv 

U.fii.Arucic of Mifticn^cauora iu, 
|i|ryAO,:,Ki^j.;^, h rA,:',. A,' :’' ■■ • ■ ' .-v' '; , y, • „■ 

' ,lVi;\ F-»» replied, that at rHc eutiVt 
of the Ifnpeaoiifrient, a proportion was 
‘■| by the Man;^g;rr 9 , .nanojelyi that;' 

ib:U,h rtj'iicle Oiould be cnnn.'errd as a- 
fepuate rri.d, .that evidence/for and' 
j\ a i a • ^ t h e d c 1 / n d a n t ih u u I d be y i v.cvt ; 
vifioa it* and : li.u th^ puftrnicnLof thd / 
Ji^'Utv (luHPd be t<uv.v,na l>etore another 
Arpcle. waa. opened* Thif. proporitjait ^ 
p the C’oi?nui for ’Mr. M-iftinp hid 
' f’lOitpht-proper to rtliAi if> tncrt'b'>ve- 
they. 4t pr-cknt fell aa if)eonye-'Mit'nv!e 
•iTr.p,!'!. a; mode proeeedioj.; that bad ■ 

■ been .) )i,d down, by thcrrfblves, tbeyj 
..., ^nd.not th^,.M'n.jgrrK, were to blame*. = 
.■■■At die ,Lirp,e time, he believed no in- 
ittonven enre <|jd exdl, and bp would 
be ready ro uon' tjr o»,-any propir irca- 
,Vyre rbr rei;n.,wn^; i,t' ; • v 

' .'^Fy'rg dajd. Fox brgeed 

lerj-yt: tor the 'vjan-igrr‘« to withdta'.''to 
H's'/uivid awhile; on this ppiiit. ’Fhey r 
aerord.nglv uithdrrvy, and in a few 
ruires returned ioro Copit* 

Mr. .Foa then irvi'orinrd their LorrU ■ 
flupa, that f hv M magers vyould not ob- 
ji>t to the rx mirnitione-f the Ch-nilt'- 
m-^'n in (pu‘(l i-ou, it hein)^ UiuU rII'’0<.F, 
that he ihouio for the preltivi be ex- , 
AiT.ined 'o tisufb Articles only which 
V the Map-'«grr& |uid opened, , 

ft, wns after thi>> priyattly agreed - 
. bVt weep the Conn Cel 4 :nd du’ MAiutrefS, 
t Ipit Col* Po (. U' R, v\ lio. was a C,oli)j)t l 
111 tin- Coprj/ariy'ti le; vujr^ {hoMb.b he , 
endvd. afftr Air;* I ox Dvourd. h,vve 
fuavn cd up iht evidtnpe on the pre> ' 

;/i f< r. f Chaj .g/- * •,- 

Tre Court adjourned at; half pafl five,, 
o^cluck, 1 


^ Sixry.SRVTiKrH I>a y',;t‘i. 

A; ; Monday, June 7. '7 _'C 
THE Had M^ar. nu»rlr Gionded thii; 

dfay as' it laid nctm tluou^h the of',, 

this import.uii: t» ab Public cmionty waa* 
wouini up lo a ingher p’lch dian on any 
lorr.-KT.clay, anj evfc^'.y pau of the H:iU was - 
croinied to ovepiavk-jpg. 

Tvvo vvitnclKS were examined, ami the?' 
w'hole of the .evidence concluded on r,he 
Charge^ hieh h;is occupied live aiteniicm 
of iht; High (iov.rt fur i.Ue/e two S. f*, , 
lions. 

•MV. F(ix t'u^n rofe to ibm vp the evi-.// 
dei]< e*, He adi 'r-. fled the High ' Court in a : 
fhun preface, in which he iUl'-'d .vm; lafk ■ 
which bad fallen, to him that day. It 
w.as a.n ardnoua and a dithenit talk, if he . 
were to co»np'4rQ. hirjiieif wjib oraiois of 
fbrnitr times, he would jidfly be cuaiged 
with rijrcg.i.>'ce and vanity, So.ive of tbefe, 
oi-atiu's., in addi'Ltiing vhe trihuraU befoie 
vvidcli iht^ b-^d to plead, h^d laid, that if 
ihelr Ju.dges would. niandVR tii..ir judice' •; 
a^ivl iutegrily, they trultcd t® their o-.vu, 
powers, for It'cnruig their, aflention. Ci¬ 
cero bad, ip this confidence ot his abibty,, 
caiied only fur tlteiullicr nnd integri.ty-of 
the, Judges,—I bed peak not (laid hr) 
y<?ur indivlg^arced’—t// /nr aitr/ifa audl» 
litis-, id ipfe (\§cmm-.*- O'ubke the Ro- 
maivOraroi', he ibliciU'id tne indrdgence oE 
the npbie Loi'cl.^, ibnlibteihat ii he could 
pnl-y gajn their attention, he n.iglu pon«- 
deotl v inUd his caoib to ib.ir juijice and 
iwtvg/)ty■Vj.as his pecvd)ar difidv:*,:)- 
tagr; to follow outers, whu bad to dovclupe 
theliigh crlrri^aj jj^'ts of Mr. I.L.{li:igs, 
a^is which vv'^re of them id vf‘> fudicu-nt to 
excite tiie ind/gnatio.n of I'ne Coi»,vt, arid 
Wiiich gave icope to \.t\^ io.hkdt eloquetice,, 
/'I hey bad the ,gland and conlpicucus ef-v ' 
fv-sds of -Mr, Haiiings's lyfietn to diiplay,. 
Hc |v.afi the Imrl'*ate iprings and, 

caules. j and ioAvas in^ as'm rr.uny of 
1 Ik: operation* of nature, wht.tc.great tf-. 

which drew the . aUehtion of every 
eye, weie u-pquently ckrived from, caulcs 
campaiatively ihiail, .remp.%; and cppo- 
fjte. He had to trace the rmaM ieevet 
rp! ingpj of tof; vobiiuimnis mirciiicf'> oi Mr, 
H;Ul;ings’isgovtrnrnp.at y tu't U) agitate tiieir 
Lqrddup.s by pisTcvires of Kings (kthruned, • 
aiKl provirKes bid vvaLfc-i but to detryuji^- 
llraie thefpinr cf peculation, bnbciy, and, 
currr:ptidn with wl ieh the prifoiver was 
adiu<i(ed, and which led him to the; Copt- . 
in'.fhon oi all hil bol^lcT cruKes,. a 

M'he Clp;.rge on which their Lor<b’h:p$.‘ 
had bitu engaged tor she l -rp l.ilf Sefftops 
iij, hcaiiiig evulcncc., coiiturdieuded F'lO 
whbic gf rue* ^ih,^ purl of tbe^yiti, ar d -♦d '.. 

/ .' , '■ ■■ ..• :■ !■ ' ! 





jj ith CKargo, or’ginally prefenfrd to 
j/'T Lordfh.fs. In (uinnnnf-j up the 

which had b'.6n , Ke ^WHlM 

^o^^ h'tniVJ}-’ iiv\B\y to what imnw.'iiatdY 

and clirW'ily ■applied to ihe pruonev as l;v,<l 
in the Ch’-M^es 5 in'td he flKnd'i'-.be c^refinl 
•,tQ iu-raciMrfi nothingfluu uor tully and 
, clearly lldUtaTn-at-i.d by prooh 'I he tnb« 

■ ;■ }>:B muatally divide i itMlf uM two paits j 
and}, foi' the Take oi' perlp’.cnn he fliovi/-* 
pnrlVvft' it 117 the mannev in'W-ht^ hit l^ad been 
brought before iheir LoKUbif>'ti. ^nve na-. 
tuial’ divifion'wa?., hrlt^ ch<".'Frefer't-s: re- 
Cf’ivtjdt'by Mr™. Hiiibinj’js? bHore'-Uic A6t oi 
thf: i 3 ,th (if hls; prefiif.t Moinily p und, fe- 
<<.iUfjiy,the Ptrfi'ntA'.■'diiih he had received’ 
idhUkpi-^rry u> die p^dlbig of thot lao/. 
^Firit tirii roar)f>rchend'ed ‘111 j cvkU'oco ijicy 
h>\<i UtiM'd n> rhe coutdt;',f>i klt'^iiefiio'n. 
'’rhelVcondi thindver witl^ ’he ceVrupr «4-' 
nmo!.hrntion of the Keveni.e?*' wasf can- 
tained in tlvc- evidence adduced in thtoourlc 
of,this oc^ion. 

,i^v:fipwing tliia • eoiu'le, ?v\». P ox laid,, 
fbt'fiift eyidenev tliat bait be»oi hrotigid, 
wtH' from the letter? and example ot Lord 
C}ir% who ojrv/e a ckn r d.nd dilhuvt ac¬ 
count of the corrnpti<''nP then prattlfed; in 
)’ ndiM, ami panicn'arly of'the cn.thnm wn'h 
(o pi'frij'it'y fdhvC' rook'' 

an oath lo’rjmnly bine-ling iiimkdl not to 
take any PicdencH'AdvaievLr.--~rvIv. Verclft 
And Mr, Ctodef d d the iapic’ th't^Sb 'nub 
liuif in (b iid ajvl lisen.d complnnct w nh die- 
i i I lb d(.r. 8 -of the Court of Di refi or?,— 

' It did not .;ppc-ai by the Minuttij, vy'h'eaher 
Mr. Ihdti' g’t huci taken this o'Uh or rar^ 
and )t vva''! a fanVnpon which ibneforehe' 
did not mean to ground any argurrent.^— 
U’hc wouid H0unie the.' partpvtiich 

ffiyo'.ired bit caufe the iiu'^tb Kithf’r'he did 
or he dill nu^ take thr or-lb ri hw rneduced-' 
focy—it'he did luit tr^ke the oath^ it a' 

p’rfutvpiinn ap:?.ii it I 1 , ru, Irr.hc w^el'l kuevy 
that it wars tiu-ewf^ H tnn'neboii of the 
JDH'^Vors dvur Ik‘’ bich cadi, 
ft l;e did takcuhe ou^lv, the Ca^drafTy 
proved tigauid him vvas the greater,'as he 
had vichittd tliat oath, np4 had a^IrUiaily' 
a-'.ccptvd of p,T<:lervf L«ri tsun, howevei, 
plcAvl wliiciiever of the t'.vo tiiiogs he 
pirafetf the guilt ef rccepling Pie'e.-t?; nn- 
taiov to ih'e acc of : r/ i wi:s ur.'r tftif; for 
' he vy'is w-eii acquainted *Afd»v ilie>order of 
■^ the Ccuii t of 0i(a6i‘oi's, am.l the ga^dc \v:i3 
j^reatcr, .h^'eaufe a-t ’hat ti'oe a g®f.e‘al rc- 
foj ui waf .pu rodvK'ed inttrall 'the I' Habhih- 
nn:r>is of.trdi'a,, ui'd he-was cntttiikd '?r» 
ret' um the abVil(iti,iOi 'whith ini^ was iii\ ed 

■'3’hi* premiil-d, Mr.-FU'X,fin'd it u-asVi^. 
duty todhew Uoui ihc evulijaiU*^ \:h<it Mri^ 


fLitbniiy'bm’i_ n*f:htved FyeTcntg, yq'd 
‘vioiaflon of his onJvrs nnd his aj 
ToerL wore t‘WO ''VIVS m wluch niigrit 
be pr<jy od.—Fh By ‘ i he <: uti fe-Miun of I'i’ic 

parly, or dm teii'im' my oi U^^ht.^becoiitby'y 
ilv circumlhuUial cvk]e‘;ce f'*’tacit arohi-'' 
efcencc of rht^'purt} ..-'Fhc hutcr mi-::t't he! ' 

lb Ibo'ifg;'as V> ’C.oir'inatvd beFcf'Jrpin d'tc'^ 

Ihii'boni h 'ynn' j and K' bought he rr>b,,hl:J 
venturo to’fthru fuOi\ Wai. ihbv.iuuieid^ 
the cvidonceon the 0U,ir.'.^6bnjic';nf i>prihdt’ 
Mr fbalFiugi. Fhc-'n N-Nn’e 
tioms ln‘'fth(e'hxrU, Ch..v.^i',—r'iilL 
laoka'Hd ?ib;d,f of n;ijr,.e.. ic.mipdr n'C'esved, 
ff'Tin the IVtunnvlh'gvm,^—Ar.'bf tcm'i iU'^ 
Of the' corrupt' r.pjKvintmen* .Mouby 
Begum, to ihc f'tper'uVendailr.: imod guir.- 
dirirdbip df'thetufunt .Nabob of EciVd'.C' 
Tlu. proof of theib (\^'b fa-h'st nuoi,-iiiej 
it-'-.y-.g' V. dlVain c; ■cjuubnttal evidbnk*^ ' 
a«'rveHr-'V7HU-lidxiure:d« . vV,,-.. 'r f-' 

' L'Vtue'-'Ouf''[uhatitvn of thr viih of Mr^rdt 
s/'Y.C ibert a MiovbK^ir bvfi.ph’^* 

Suprimc’ Oouned,' piY'-fntt'd'a'i'et'Air fikmr 
MMVdmoTiirar, 'e^epicfdy c!ur;pn^ gM •' 
H^.!tingr> with'the carnipt; reiCi!;it>'. cf'-i'hi'i', 
i p r k ri !'»d a h a! f , and 0 IC ring r6 }m r o v e i ■ ; 
WlritP w’^as <cV;? comiinfr Mr,' o?i , 

thl .5 diredi charge 1 ' He 'did hoi take.turf 
^c'ouTjecf aduiuedr;jbiousol mncjceiKL, 5.nil 
'anxious for acquUtKl, lie did not'deiy' 
it. ftilleml of meet I ng his a'citd-r op* tily 
atid bok>iy,' he eontenn <* bn-nf U 'wltii m ik- 
ing a NXiniUe, in wludi lie Oid, that ]^h^.' 
Frai'ci.v hid l■)'•''v»mlJ^,: '{hrwmd'a chriig'ii' 
winch he did not know to be well fou; ded 
and 'had coiifspaviuiy run h'linrd of 
bnugine^ a libel on a Meaiber-of th'c.Buard^ 
Mr. FoSr rcHfrned onthis witlr great acute- 
Held. He ''d. *, it rot tht'c-m.iuft of an'' 

irtitueemihiiiri. i*', he k?'(.\v '*',> be 

givihltfsk ho wCiVild not have li opp^ed ’dfu.’!' 
the qualified iinj ufiridn on Nb . } »’'.mcik of 
the tiMr..!, uf biiiiging a Ube0 !* vvoui4 
have ku'o''''n, und tlnd, tir.it it vsu-s* i\ hbyii 
bypijrheticaily y he would have fiadcd :6r 
cuc|iiiry.r and would ha’u.? b.en chniioiitei 
with }u? ncciifcr, jfidteud ofvhi.r, wliefi'' 
it M'-U'p.'opdled rhal M*. Cyuringj a 
tlcirian wbofe iv.Mi'e Ibuids as High as rhat 
of any pe;’ibn who ever <'r»me iiopT ItKiit*, 
Ihouhi"?*: depotcd ir. enquire ir.io the tVoih' 
of tilts chajye, he obrcdt.pd I 0 »be airjK>int^ 
me'nt -;' nof- fmvn abv ’tldug wjneh he hiid 
TO dlklg'e sg^'biii: Mr, Gonhg-, b\u'en d 
gfO'md VitxhTrai'd- 0 +,, ami iina'.'iountabioi,' 
—becrsufe'If was n'nn^CffjUry^ VVhaFj 
\.vbf\ .vd:t/-61 C!i:;igv id cx^flupt'imr tfias 
brongbt ayyrhdf hiu)-^-*wJve'rt h-'s Htcufe-:, 
,wdio %a'S I'orm^ i'y "his i.nt'ti timent, ifeod 
bo'idlydbrward, and oiftrtd to I'lbUantiatJS' 
Uie C'. old''he reftife to-‘depulc d" 

: GctidCilial^ 
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;’C jmqmjre tilHo.-rh« matur* Iamm'tainlyreD(!ytoaekni?v^f<id^etbjm|'rt!f 

qc.vYj muuier of Nuiiducomlr was u crurne infir- 

' %\i}s'-i0M‘W iern\ c^Jjlhry \ iiud uc Inf:, it nitt'ly moirt atrocious tVaa thecriKnes of p<i*' 

" fcrtite of <;vei / nof^ie Lord pief^ot, culation nmt bribery (and 1 fpeak of the 

whether^ io €ont}ontifi;i,^’ murd^j of iliaf manw'ithoiit reference tgthe 

thry ^.H?o 5 .vkl conihler it. aa confifteut either opinion of otLer&),yetfui’clyl>i& total fdenco 

their duty or lheil^lKonour, to fay, that uiider the acctifmoo of the corrupt accep-i* 

ati,. fcnt|uii y would ■ Kt UAnnectifTri j y- Mr- tmnce of tills bribe, wiien he was th us eager 

'Croring^ at. empiedj-"*»nd to acquu hirafolf from other charges, is ai 

y then Mr. Haflings delbecl that a iet ofcjnei# ifrong pre.!viinptiou of his in thrit par- 
«ions i\-kbijl'.lbk‘ |:Tve.n to him ro alk the Be- ticular* As if all tbdh were not fu&ieiTt 

f: gg.m.. Perhaps- ^ nigre e/v raordinary (continued Mr. Fox)^ vve rtvid, In the letter 

I mrj<k of dcience vvas ne ve^ lafcej^ Ha which ha wrote to die Court of Dire^lorl 

'' 4id :not deilie hitnto atk whether the money fi-oni Ciiehenham, not cnefy liable tn denial 

w" 4 x pid 4 'h'*''' B 0 t<rr^hut to alk hiui of theJack and a halfooiTUptly laid tober«* 

it was given.<~-for what purpofe—land <c,tml from the Bcgani. In th»t letter w^; 

'wifiny ihiS; p.b deuhm fvim had been fcie^tecl iutve various denial8~.-we have apoiogio^ 

jl. .«ut cf ail t!<-; ibrnfi that had b^en received,, heaped togetl^er—--but he carefuily avokk 

j,v wr.s it campkteadmlflion onihe part ail deijiai of money received from-the Bc'** 

I, sjfMr. H'^ft'ings’of lhe.|-€ceipt t>f the vx»o^ 

y my* Hv* did not atti^.ruipt to deny jp. He Mr. Foj< then came to his corrupt ap« 
1^'; watf, ei»ger otdy io)ndify ):c^ acceptance of poinriiieni of the Begi>m to the oifice of 

iK .Mr, Fox cj’W Mr, guardian to the-infant Nabob, in exprels' 

V . 31ai’I'‘rg'ii's comtueV on this part, with hi»- “ contradh^Cign to the onkns of the Court of 

' ia/c:4 aciae rcafohmg^ laid, fhat it Dirt(5lors,a»ul\vhi-chckariy and manifeMy 

#; was as clear that l>e hiici acknowledged the wita the rclu.rn which he had vo make for' 
i^jj^ , cviprof tUe moncy^ ticjidy, as vf tlni bribe received. He detailed the orderi^ 

;it had b^i-en proved by wiivvefil‘8 who were of the C<)urt of Dii'e<Slgrs~-*the fclteme of 
prefent* .!ij the redu^ion recommended by thom-^t'be 

Council, whom Mr. Foldings his pcifons which :fehey deleribed proper tb' 

4j.r)emie8, he nevLTdented the acctpiance of be put into that irivft—-and, in clife<5i: clifo' 

:,;' tri> bribe. .He tela red,, in the prearnble bedience of all this, he put this wo^nan, 

so a Miiuue, that be v-'ould r^iply to a Mi* together with two others^ inftrumenis of 

iiute gf General Clavering, ariicle by ai« his, into the admmillration of the houfe- 

Ucie, The manner ift wLkh he did reply hold of ihe Nabobi Were ho, he faid, to 

v?as truly curious, li was literally as lok Jflop here, I>e might fairly fay that he luid 

ig;w» ; This article deferves, no reply*— not only proved the corrupt siccepfarico of 

That arvite requires no r,eply'~-Thi& ar. the bribe, but the abufe which he had iwiin* 

ticmerits no reply-—And id on, to (even nutted in confccpience of it. There werd 

^ Cir eight of {he pri-ijcip.'il,articles in the Mi- ctrcnndbnces of aggravation, howevet;, 

,nuttj» did hcrtiteriUeand changethtphrafes dill behind. The Court of Dirtilors had 

of (hderve, mpdre,. and meric no reply.dircftly oitecd^ that the f«m lei apartfoi^ 
Jin rdked of.th^rr Lordlblps, whether they the dilburlerncnts *>f the Nabob Ihould be 
tb^p^ht this was the contl«t5lof an innocent reduced from lacks a year, to i6 lacks, 

' He, perhaps, te This redoilion was. ordu’ed in 1771* lu 

efic julfice of his couiviry-t^aj!d,yfyfr a letter writien 10 the Court of HitedforV 

fienjight 5 bur, form- in the year >7;s» he takes credit to himklf 
ntelY, he haddpoken auv, and tcftimonies, for the promptitude and tdaenty with 
of his iguiit had been fuccelsfuliy drawn- which, ia this inlfancc, heobeyedihedr- 
from bis uww endeuvowrs of extemuAUtm, ders of the Gourtof Tire^fors. I might’ 

From the-chavge of the murder of Nundu-- ( Tuysbe) have advanced plaulible pleas for 

• fonuiv he had thought fit to purge birniVdf protraifjng.the redudion of the elfablifli- 

by aaui. Hi$ Yery doing fo w.ss an ai - ment till 1772.’* fie exulted on the cheerw! 

gum-r*nc of his guilt in ibit Charges now fulnefs with vvlrch be did bis duty j and 

. broutghi againfi him—“ You, may accufe made it a boaft, that if he had delayed the 

rne((aysh.e)of peculationn-thatdetcrvc -i no redu« 5 lion, confulei able Turns of ntoneyy 

7 rniiy—O f bribery—that r€c\uiresS none— by way of Prefent, woxM have been in his 

Of coFriyp.Uo.n-^ihat merit5 none—But offer. What would ihclr Lordlhips Jay, 

V'bin you charge me with niurdtr—ihat .is when they coupled this letter with what 

a .ctime, and 1- will prove that I ain not actually tbd do—protraft the reduction till 

guilty, fgr 1 will take an oath that I am i n- the ycu.r 177^ ? If he could, according Id 

r.oc«mT'—“ Kgw (faid Mr..Fox}^thoug.b his owuaccoimty l>ave imived bribes for 



poftponing 



k only tjll i77i, what mult 
r have jecetve<f for poftponing vt til) 
* Hew he couM eome to write this 
in the year ^775, can only be ac^ 
conmed for by that fatality in which bis 
crimes had involved him—when memory 
was not able to keep pace wkli the enor* 

, mities which he had to Extenuate. But 
two months after be had wiltteri thi* letter, 
thus fp«nkin)g of his prompt obedience 
(by whatevil Gimius dire^cd he pretended 
hot to divine), he (bted an accowDt bf the 
Nabob's ditbarllmtettis fojp' 17 mouiln 
down to the end of 17 7», at the rate ot $i 
lacks a-year 5 fo that what he diidaimed 
doing was aerially done | or an impofnion 
%Va8 piaaifed on the Company, and 1$ 
jacks, or r 50,60b!. fnnk upon them, 
and iHtt into the pocket of Mr* Haflings, 
orofthe Mtfnny Begum. 

■Mr. Fox detailed all the expedients that 
were afterwards u(cd to do away the effe^ 
of this wry untoward conttadi^l ion, every 
one of which had recumfd on himfelf, and 
involved him in increale of ftianie* It 
wat ordered, that there (houid be an^ ac** 
count kept of the ditbuifemfcnta of the 
Nabob, and this^account was called fur, 

: Mr. Hallings apologized, by faying that 
K(f had omit ted to order it. And thus, 
by not complying with the intiruAiona 
that were given, he obtained ii fort of co¬ 
ver for the frauds he had praaife<i in that 
etlablifhmeht. He faid in one of bisdeU 
teis, thiit r 5CO perfpna were cut off from 
penfions which they hacMVom the Nabob, 
This was done to bring the experices 
within the cdabliihmcnt, ahd this was 
done too a twelvemonth belore the reduc¬ 
tion of falav7 took place. But did it ap¬ 
pear that the ciRcacy of this ttfornT was 
felt? Thefe pertfionS' were cut to 
enable the Begum to give to Mr. Haflings 
thtf bribes m which they had agreed. 
.jSver afhji‘v he (hewed the vnolt marked 
auentioii to the Begum, ami fupporied her- 
ngainll: the diie^l orders of the Company. 
In 1783, he writes a letter in heif favour j’ 
lays, that fhe h perfecuted on account 
of her fnppofed gratitude to him j'-^and 
then, he docs not deny the fums that he 
received from her. He re-appointed her 
(after fhe was difpkced by the Board, 
and though, according to his own ac¬ 
count, (he poflefted none of the tjualities 
of mind required by the Court of Direc- 
tors fn ihe (it peifon to be aj^polnwd to 
the office which fhc filled, Mr, Fox (hew- 
od too, fi^m Mr. Haitings's own confel- 
fion, thnt he clearly underffood the orders 
of the Cobrtof Direaors in the fame way 
h which he [W* Fox] uncktliuod them j 
Fart IIU 


ar.d 5’-at, vvith thiipArfe‘£^ktiowioJgo 
duty, he bad perfdled in iupjvcrtm^ 
Munny Begnrn, W‘! j6m he defci ibed 
poor, weak,'and filly wonran, in the gfiar- 
dja nibip of the Nab^b, in the ttH>m of the 
Bow Begum his natural raofHer, 

Mr. Fox laid, he hiad eouhned hirnlltf^ 
in this part of 

lack and a half, detenuined ai hc.;w 
not to aggi*avate;the gUiU rif 
nor even to bring fprWari^ apy of‘.ihe 
charges that 'were- not in ht», mind clearly 
and inconteftSbiy proved. Stivsts in thiu 
inftartcc, clearly pioyedi byac.- 
quielccnte bf Mr; Haliingffahd^ .a long 
unbroken chain of cbcbmlJIhti evi" 
dence, thathe Had corrvi^ ly received 
the Mum^'-Beguea a lack and'^ qr 
15,0001. j. that iiv CQtdequVnce of thiA 

bribe he had difobeyed the orders of thb 
Cottrt of Dire^Slof S' in ;appqinting her tr» 
an odice lor ywhich ffie w.^s ncr; qualHied* 
and in .Aippoi'tihg her In abuffis, re-ap; 
poiming her vdten reUmved, and dd.ty-- 

l«g redu^tibin of the:,ep:ab]:drmen^^ 

when ex pi'el 9 ly ortiered by erh pioyera,. 

He.came, next t6:vfpeak■'■of''tHe .Brer;»Vv'i:. 
received by v Mr. to 

the Aa of i;73, which expicily p^hibi^^ 
the C{>mpaf!y‘'(? ieryants from receiving 
Piefenis from the natives on sihy pretence 
whatever. The meaning of this jaw was 
clear j and 'AltlmuglV the 
h'a /fgis 

feeling that the ftyia i<ppnca:i^iqn of it in 
all cafes might be haiih,:b^^ Happy iv» 
find that it bad been a)\Vays coouri<ed, 
both by the Diicaors and, their feryitntSj, 
as be thought it ought to j^c contract)* 
It hud iudeed been H i feci', thab actprdmg 
to the manners of India, an inierW nen 5 
approached a lupcrior widuiura' ^ 

and Iherelore it nrlgbt'‘ teafoyiablv be 
doubted, bow far it vva« cqnrificnt wfih 
found policy to adhere in ^11 circs to tfn; ' 
literal r/icaniog oihhe Aft. On that,p<dtic 
fortunately there was a dcchion. Wh'sn' 
General Clavering, Coionel Monfon, and 
Mr. Francis, arrived In Imiia^ men to 
whofe great abilities and inflexible inte- 
gtiiy India was perhaps indebted for whaU 
ever o) good goV>* 5 ‘nment it now enjoyed, 
die queitioii, was agitated in the Coimcih' 
They w'crc decidedly againfi accepting 
Prefems on any pretence; Mr. Barwelt 
thought fvicb as were ofFcrtd in cOnibr- 
mity to the enfiom ctf the country trio in- 
conliderable to be refufed at the hazard of 
oflending or alarming thofc by Whom they 
were offered. Mr. Haiiings took a m'uidie 
courfe/arid laid, thay might be received, 
provided they were apfiUtd.ike ufe of 
K. 





The 0ire«?^orft decitled, 
^HT mg, CoV.mc'1 Moijfonj, 

Ml. F'lUx'fS, wTi'e ne:hi- 5 und th^t, 
ro rh»: AA, no Pipfetit!?! wvre lo 
"Bt .rcct-ivi'ii hy tht Co'-'-papy^ lcrv;mtson 
ttnV p ctenoe, ttii n^jy py.i'p'.dV. S'l’ch^s, 
li;vd b.f.*n ihrn cooiBu’Alcn of the A A 
thcp', had fanji M*'. HaOio^s'fJ on another 
occaiiou., who, vAkc"'. con'Ajiitd ny Cioionvl 
Chao'ipion on )hii i^'-.'ojndcty of at'-f'.ptir#^ 
t^ fbnut-’O'j ofTiivcd 10 tfoou^' xnidu' bis 
i:.<>mn5:-a^d,*?n»^‘i'g v?>r’ous otlur‘iwibns 
arpiiolt accepting It, dnted the pri'cmptoiy 
pVubiHitloi\ of tl^t A A of PaiHame?n. 
FA even <if>nbte vv<iediei' the C-o^iiict 
lA.)rrAM:o!fp coiaIcj icga! /o nht a<.cvpu nee ^ 
and Miconiincticlird U; dcpcfit the ium in 
Ihv ii.rnpnryA' fealury, alcertaln the 
amciml ^^' the fli.ue of each man, ar..d 
r 'nfuh the Ccui't of Dir;.aor^> in crdi-r 
rih.d', if they CO', lii not h. ai'ixt' the divj- 
,ik>u ojT til ir O'A'ii ittithoc^fy, anp/iciitiart 
• xnghtbe .wade to. the I.i.giilnti;re. Hi* 
lix'd given advice to hi^ iiiroci ^CMor.cl 
CjMoipioi/, whicli he had nevci foilomd 
hlml-.'Uh Aiiad he adviFd as he always 
aAfdy he world have Ihid, Take the 
inopey j cono^al the receipt, can ^ 

ii'di'costied, pay h to the Company ^ 
take bond's to. it j keep thole bonds tiil. 
vo>i can ikfeiy ke«pU)(Jin no Ioi\:^('r j and 
If obliged ti..vp„)ve ihilm op, lin'o’Wethe' 
v,.hoh‘ trawbuSbon m.foch undUny and 
contufion as may apjy'ai lo hide the nio- 
itives of vuut* coiulucteveu from yourfdt.’’ 

Mr, Fb't then tecAiplinJ te«i tlie var ons 
rndents of this dAcription charged a) 
the Aibc'es, from Nobkifieri, fo cn Di- 
ii:?r;cport, Nudea. "I iiellcj am, the Vj^^Arrs, 
&:(•’^k'c^• wnh die date of each, and rhe 
doL'urtwnts on vAo.ch die Manag'TS relied , 
lor nrbof of the receipt, dra>vn chiefly 
fiuoi M''. H.7./hings'sown i-tciv, .^nUvH 
dtlVnce ai t-'u/Kai ct dr.- iiotff.: of Ccin~ 

■ Betidc^s diefc doenmenU, tlic Piv- 
:<nts were aU pioved by tbe Dcfe 'dartV, 
o.vn adrniiiion i and were he to leave the 
M'liole to a rirr.pis r'-icreiice to l.'ie proofs, ' 
he migiht conndeiuly cab on du-ir Aord- 
Ihfps B>r a veediA of Guijry the 

prifonoi, for aAs done in dbcA dtiobc- 
ditrtcc to thc'Atieis of the Company am!. 
the provilions of an AA of • l' ?rjiam.;rn. 
But he Ihoxiid ^he^v,; th tliofc Ibdinw 
’wane not taken as he/ ti:td ftuted, but cor¬ 
ruptly tivUen p rclyntg. chiefly, as a me- 
.dium of piOofV' the bdio, inconfijicnt, 
;md c^nuradiAhry accownts which Mr. 
Haiilugg had at feverai times given of 

them. '. : ■ , ' 

l^ld ''.ntered tntoa molt acute ana point- 
.€d,i^ar<\n‘iid0n of Mr. Ualiihgi’^ I'.tiers 
reipcaing tile Aims of i>>oncy y^kaow- 


to have been received by Birin n 
tier the name of Ffttfents,' wiiich if. woui 
be iimppOlblt;; to renckr in'eHigible v.vith 
out giving longer exiraAs ihan our limiis 
wj.l admit, and a frc-qiient relWence to 
dates, in.which it would be 4 ),iiv..»h Ij. 
a’/oid mi (fakes, Tlie vtfuh of the whob; 
wa^j, that th-;: accounts wA'i?! coofradic- 
A'ory 5, that i!ie .reatbns , by Mr«' 

idailiiigs ibr his CGiuiua-werc modly xin^ 
gatory or abfurd, an d funb as he hi in kif 
at the vime of writing w’onid not polk ively^ 
adinn to have bet.n Ills realoas at the 
bnic cf aAing i that he had taken bcMrd* 
fiotn the Compar,3- fV;r mo«ey b'lc h/'i 
own j (hat he lad kept thAe bonds id 
I'.js poir.irioa foru,c;onbtlera'jle tiniii j that 
he had at hall indorieti them to the Com¬ 
pany, which in a letter he j-vofitivcly af- 
linTicd to have dpi^e before May tySi^ 
vv:herea8..it appeared by th« bonds them- 
•iefVei>, if! evidence befere their.Lordi'h jjs., 
that eikt iio: do it till the ?*)'h of.May 
t'.'/Sa ; and frnaUy, that he hv'd >vivcu threij 
ieverai lU'tounts of thofe bohas la th$ 
Court, of J>ire6l:or8, no (wo of which 
■agreed witli each otli^r, nor any on^ with 
.iaAs' and dates. 

From Cheyt $i(ig he 11.1(1 rtccivcd «. 
Prefect of-^o,oc6). ydikh' viras given to 
fecurr his fnterell: againd a demand of the 
Conipnny lor eQ,i>aobi and uii pieieiice of 
a ppiyjtig dvt' Prefi^nt tg» the Convinin \ ’$ vi ie 
he had tnibWd moreover on th- 50,000!. 
Thus the br.he was taken wiiaout per- 
-Torrning the fei-vice for which it wav giver 5. 
a mode of aAini^ rnoi e defli u6livr<L»t' :nora* 
bty, and of gre tori'itnde tlvyn:he or-- 
diitary courfe of corruption iii v/lb.cfl thC' 
fervics is dobe for the bribe rcc-ei'/vd* 

Xf had ln-en alwa3,T>\alkdgtd as an ex- 
.cxjfey that Mr, Ma-iitihgs'tpok dVftleo for 
r]uA>f*i)tfjr of the GoiT)p:i)jy in ibe d ;,n'is 
of thaiy aflai'rs; •:buf i!Vlr, AoderCon bad 
. proved that the rm^r.ey recei /tdTVbin D'- 
n^'^epore was taken - btdbre. that d f/fcjxls 
comniOiiced, and ijiereinre v.uiS liAWe been 
taken fot. hi& own erwolniMent, 

had ten dialed as a 
. Pd'culh, or £ne for a ienev'ute ri Ual'cf 
but it was proved, that the amount of 
fuel? fines wa .3 fixed, which the Prdent 
grc'jivily exceeded- that the nioney. vva.s 
takph pi ivau ly, and never menti(j.ned by 
Mr. HalHni;s till it r-u.'umr t(?e fubjefl of 
public rurnour I That in -condniucrvce of 
itf the Pro vince of Bahar l^ad h«;;,n fai med 
to Kelicram in |>eipt:tuky, -vviii^oui colla¬ 
teral fecurvly fur The pr.ynaent of^thc rent j 
a n d i h y r i ht cih Ces o f t ar met d d c w a n, 

oflices riryer joined before, hHd” b .‘Cn.unit- 
ed. Ifu from viU. thef^covicorrent rivcun>- 
iiaacus, following tiic illegal receipt of a 
'■V-..,-- . . Pici-at 








clv>rely n^oatife and ciTt'^ 1 , ilu^iir 
jdlhl^K ({id nr-t'infer rorriv'ijlon, it 
omd be tmpodib'le^ in firy c^sils 

hiing dro^-.j^er the cr)>i/t: 

mu ft hencofordi nuujif], »n impmuty, 
"'J'h:* nj<in{:y'v^as rt-ceiv^^db)' Cttfip^oCii vfr» 
Si(\^, who' w.ijS die' irflr/aif’.vnt cd Mk^ 
n'tdhati nofh’in^ to ;b vidi rhe 
revei^nt' ff dif p(ovir.c«. I'fe paid'it lo 
M(, Cioft*;, /!i rcomj>fa*'’'% but not-ill. 
■He ref? su'd t^oal. tv>hin/cif, u-hic'h pu' v- 
«(! tbtu t!le vvho.ii was r«;C( vnd not /oi'the 
Co(!r'p:^ny, but f«r M‘u 
£ipplic(' with ftid p-<,Jtcr force in the caft' 
of Dinagf piire. There tlvf Ihnir afft-nt 
hnd irceived 3v^.c.0Gt. and b.Rd paid iu mdy 
a^OiOOoL On both tranf^dtoiis, ya.c-ooL 
of the Cv mpany^s if it was tluiii' 

moneyy 'em’ihiied in ais hand"- ^ udi be- 
caiUe ht* was a bankmpi, or a »nnn of ba«i 
thara^ter ; for K hltd been ulmc/ft tlie lift 
cl Mr. Hiftings’’> «<hnniihia-ion t.’> 
brlVow a parngyr.c on hi‘i viuiu-s and his 
fea (-■.('>s j hut hec luti* he wi'S ne vxr called 
iip^-n to |>\y, i,tn bir. Kaibcig''’, d- be 
couhb provs: that he had g'.>n., {brouyh all . 
tbefe daik and pt'rpl'excci (raiMaSlions f<rr 
the benefit f'd'tiic Company-—ihat be had 
liiked riis vcpuiatioiJ lo obt.nn joycinie 
for bis emplovers ; bntboww'culd he c%' 
ph'uhi his cdiHlac^l icfpefting Oungo Gov in 
$>11''', ?--*On any piiuciploot vlvMu-it was 
impoiliMc. ,pn the pri'-jcib'le of cormp* 
lion it was eafy, ' (t was impufl;bk‘> that 
while he wa3'lia:rajrdiv;g his own ciidiac* 
if.r CO obtain nrbcrnie R'?- che f.'ompanyt he 
COiiU fiifki" Glingo G’ovin Sing to reia n 
a third of the mmiey aibiaily received j 
but jt w'.n^ that it he tva$ cm- 

•ployir.g Gunct'O Got ir; Smg to raile rno- 
my connptjy^ tivHVti'C '-Hgeni might (ni]i\ 
on a third tts Wm lliars oi the'bi lire, in as 
iniicb'a's the agebts of co/ruprl^'n .mufi 
be paid not oniy ' liberal.’y'but cxoibi- 
tantiyr 

' ilc could alniott f’ubmir to put Om wh.ole 
alli'gafions ot the ching:.' 'on the ifltie'of 
fjuiCounlel for ^Jr: Hadirgs being’able 
to ;v»^>ve that ii) ain‘ one ot h»a’ Ivaiers be 
liad ibitfd the c«ntt$l[y which he 

nretviidi:'d to del ad. TliecV.uncKT of 
!ii‘v .;(t:comtU w.is iotrlc?ry and heucy. 
none uC his «>,gents 

.Ks.i kepv accoimts widv thfd'ient pe|jbt>i> 
ht difi'.-reni hiopuage-s hud t)ot even 
in his own ptnftdJon any conipivU< or in-* 
(clligiibl'-MtMit'ryknt tf tint}; on v»d‘iich bis 
'horour h& a gt-nikman, and hi<rchai'«i!:ttr^' 
a.S a fb’vant. ».d the Cunpany^’ mn v'clc. 
pend, ' JL‘ might he inb'd n quoiHon, to 
vdach ii woidd Mot be eily to give a fa- 
iisht'rtoiyaiii'acr,vjz. i v wlmuiouvv/w 



- 'what y rincini 

’ C'tna. 

arifb'cr gvnei';dly, ti> giiift ';/{umg'V 
itfelt in its n unisn » ;o to any th”"/ 
Cifthu, if was no iiyipi.!.'0'n>n ov. an honed: 
m n noc ro able to m ior aiVibe 

vfiy':< Uy anti pupjCJitd iuifn cs oi fn-uvi, 
which rc'nglvt'‘to hi<W itkdf in inch niiib 
an •.incicJ 1 ' poi^’: bWt'fVl’c^ibed—C-V“ 
/■■'hvu^Jv Ov thi>‘//h^pii r,'! vj G;.*.- iuJl'iHid^ 
mat::, hui i-: ii^^. v>!^i 
t/iti.v x/jyht 

In iwC cade of H ver’ji imiiappy;, and, 
'hdicwul^ a veiv gu:by mAn’ 

DoOvdlrm), die in p'ajtrng' iraU^ncn 

''■hd’rvtA^ Chat tin; n>ab newunts Kvj 
given <d his CMidiu'it^ d in' ^ i viu .n 
lo elude a kJi i nquiry, tendid vt^ry mv.u|; 
tivtouli, in die pu^oh i'l^goilc. 'Dx-fo 
ohferfiUlpr-s V. ucki Ap .l) ■/. ua doubh-. 

ioi'cs to' the caC of Mr. tiafimg.H W ii./t 
'the o'lltr had Uibliui in ronvudA,-mu h'« 
had (ah,fled vh WLpung •, ‘;'ndi hi', edbif, tu' 
ebnkand to Itaffh'Ci (g-'ty had f t: w nAiJh' 
uioiv ridihcracc anil nun-.' 

„ Fox tb.tnd .1 Yui,.t:y of yi^fcs—lof 

a Gvltbibe; of Piu'h:nnctii rocciV//-<g 
bribe'and p'UyIng ii in:o die cuniblidniecl 
Fund 5 of a Mbiilier ,i(.c iy;<'5;'ll bribi- 
fiom a foieign It m J i,i« drat it 
had hci;n fjipd I'hwbeiH'i of the pnl;!!! 
in i.yqof'y, m w IbC-Ah Jie con''^ 

{‘•micil ti al ihe'e'xo.ic w.o\iG Iv-:*' of lin-? 
n>mr, r duu* wjidl tl-e dclqnCe ot bJl, 
Hallmgi, f-.nd thot^ far froth being Gj* 
Tn)Uv,vj even ns'An adeviat'on, it •vyo'u.'d h?; 
coiddered a$ an aggrifevaiion ot tbu 
crin-j,; ; bccaidb it xvonla < c- involving tbjiiy 
pUldie in the (CcUidni 31,0 ilii^narcj a.iij 
becii jfe jt would lie uvipidiible 'u> l!iy 
■'‘Vt.at brlby-s might be vCoiKcauti imdi/f 
tiH’eh firu W'"' e ?.hin. (blVIoiud, 

flavin^ infjlUfi o\i th,•/’<.> und a vavicJir 
<d other particnl ily die inrr Lik'.a 

■from iMoldflkn in o'Vdur 10 /kiV 
nabiug .'» cc/in{‘in.g<a\t' hdi on tt\c V fjil- 
p«My^ iuj wns pn-tu'diug to a iubjeiiik.«f j() 
]>tcrlr.r nrUvire . couomu ii m the 't.y.. rf 
Ainq.e oi Charge.; buf> it bvid^; inor; 
m-ar' o'clock, the ad« 

JoUruai, • _ ' 


Sixty Bighvh .Day* b,;i. 

WEDM^SltiAX, June 9 ' ' 

THj?- l-ords ciuut into tin Hall about 
'tw'erny mmuie^ b»Jore cwq uV:Uxk ; a^id 
btir. pr. Gededts'j him- \f,p ilic iwi«i 
dunce on Uie iubjCci rnruter of tiu- .Fonr-i' 
lei-ntii Adioje. T'he MaVr.igeis, lit laid, 
were de firm IS ci; hiinging this before' tnvii.' 
Lo cu'h)p''i im.'nu'liA'it'ly Hiltr r.he evidence 

• uK A' ' . ' -y , of 


IJ* .■ 
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|f thjb|pjreients_cb<»rgc^ Sixth Ar- ients 
‘Vecaule it was a trania^ion which> 
not act!y of a fjoiiiar ^jiaiure, 
to threw light on the Aihjv^ of 
thci> Fiefeilt*, In Februarv lySi a 
pi^eliint of tea lacks of rmpev s been 
ofccti to Mr* Uaftip^a by the Vizier, 
throvr/.h the nge«cy of ]V}r, Middleton, 
prc/Kif ot thiiofc -yas found in. Mr, 
lia.'ilngtiVs Jriifruiftions to Major Farmer, 
whku did not appear on the Minutes of 
idi-s Shpriaiie Coubf i! rili Oclober 1733, 

The produ^ion of thofe inllruf^lions at 
the Council Board '.^akthc intimation 
giyeO to his colleagues rof fuch an wlfer 
haviog been made ; anv^, among other rea- 
ibfi$ for dtclining the Frcfenk ht faid, his 
itorpcitice of it at that paj iiculai- pciiod 
tnight appear to proceed iTom an interelied 
j'fiptjvc} bih., left theViziv^r ftiould con- 
fitter the refural ay a mark of dilpkiafure, 
added, that he v/ouKl accept the Prefenf 
Tpr the ^jfe of the Company with as much 
’ fWnkjfvvhjefs as if giv.n to himlclf. The 
Adarvagois meant 10 contend, that the 
dftVv having been To long made before it 
was publjfJy rcfuAfV left impref- 

ioh on the minds of Middleton and other 
krvautsof the Company, \rho knew that 
it had been made j and the. mode of re- 
jelling if, a bad impvpfRdp on the mind of 
the Vizier, The delay qf the refliral let 
t,hc; Crmpany’s (ervants an ’exumjde of 
confidenng the rejcfliob of a J^-dent not 
•■as a point ol dbedience u> an A.R of |*ar- 
lianitnt s^nd the orders of the pire6far8 j 
lor, among all his realbns for declin- 
tog it, that was never mentioned, but as 
a matter of policy and choice, i^wd the 
mode of refufing, without reference to the 


ns confiftenl in thtfrj, that he neyvi 
cpmfmmicated them to hiy colleagues iq 
India, and afterwards boafted qf iufornr).t 
ing the Plredors, In hi$ (etitfi’ from CheU 
ten ham* he fauiythat h*? could not com¬ 
municate liiem to his colleagues in Coun« 
cil, for fear of incurring the imputation 
of >courting favour by cao oftcntaiion 
v/hich he dlfdnin^d. Wby d'd not the 
fame reaion bywiate with regard to this, 
whiph h«? <«lid not comynuhicate to h^s 
col leagues, and never to thf Dire^lors at 
aU, as far a>^ aupeured ? His coin!ofl re- 
fpe^fing the otlter' Prelents was*-—fii It tpi 
take the tponey^ then to apply, or preten^ 
to apply ji to the ufe qf the Company, 
takirtg bonds for it to hjitdHf, ^nd iinally 
to conceal,‘confound, and perplex tliv 
names, Aims, iirdl dates, as the mean^ 
moft likely to eludl^ enquiry aiub dc-* 
feat invediga'tion. Here, on the con¬ 
trary, his language was—** Give not tb« 
money to me, givA: if to the Company 5 
a better coprffj tp befuyt, had it foecn fol* 
lowed in every other inftance* bo much 
to fhew the had example aiiid the in- 
conCftency of his cqtulu^ in this lianf** 
a^lion. 

About Auguft 17fix be amwed to bo 
much difpleai’ed with MeiC Mitklleton 
and Johrifoii, and ordered them both uiw 
der a guard to Calartta, ^ohnfon ho 
brought to trial on certain fpeeme charges, 
of which, adyiftng the Vi:jiicr not to traiif- 
fer to the Company the ten lacks oftered 
to Mr, Hidings, was one. Jvlr.John- 
fon admitted the fa 61 :, and juftiftt'd it by 
faying, that the alTets in his hands being 
intended to pay the old debt due by thd 
Vizier to ' he Company, he would not al* 



law, produced a fiinilar on the mind |ow any new claim to l>e brought againll 
of the Vizvei'i, to w hom it would have been them, knowing they were all the Vizier 


very uiefui and important inlorffiation, 
that^ the Company’s fervantV were ex- 
yyrdAly reftridfed from accepfing uny Pre- 
whatever. At thetinne of the treaty of 
Cluinar, when tlie Vi/ier’s afFuiis were 
greatly diftrefled, he did ac^icpt a PrefeiU 
of ten lacks. Why rejet^V a fecoml on 
the plea of diAntereftednefs ? V^^as i{ a 
proof of d.ifiuterefteduers , to take ore Pi e- 
ient, when tlie perlon from whom it was 
t^ken was in want of money, in neceftitv 
To urgent, as to be let up for a defence o'f 
the moft unjuftihahle eA'l^lirnts 3 and to 
ftfufe anOiher, when' that neccHity po 
lo,:g«r tfxi,'ied ? appreheoAon ex* 
pj'.fl'A i, that the yi-K,'er might confider the 
l-gfuf.i as a. liiavk.of diiptealure, was a 
ftroiig premutptjon that Mr. Haftings was 
thfJ iKibi: of taking Piclems from him. 
Hi, rcijpc^Lig^ fi !i the oih*;r l-^re* 


puld command. Mr, Hr.ftings airerted^ 
10 veply, f^rat the ten lacks was no new 
ylaUn, and that he believed alTets to pro¬ 
vide for it had pa (fed through Mr. Mid*i 
tHeton’s hands to Mp. Johnion j as, hovy- 
eyer, tln^ old '^Icbi vvas not ail pi’ovideti( 
for, lie vyaa not forry that the ten Jacks 
bad not been addal to it, Thti tit apn 
pcarc'd that a(^icient^ th^legaihy of which 
was at ah tunes more, than doubtful, ha4 
been accepted ala lime w^Kd H might have 
diftreftfd rhe Viz'cr, an<I puld r.ptbtnef;^ 
the Company,' This triai Mr. Haftings 
concluded in a manner In wlucH he could 
not but iviih his own ipiglu concKidt^ 
A,frur bringing Mr. Jolinfon ;o .Culcmta 
under a guard with fixed bayonfcts, _aftef 
exhibiting a charge agrtinft; him as abuve^ 
he ftops ftiort in ihc very beginning of the 
cnquiiy, and acquits him 5 although, at the 
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he profeiTc* to be; morally cer- 
Mr*'Johnibn had ailbts 0 hU 
^nd^'^toihe amount of the ten lacks j 
aUW/ogh he afterwards inftfta on t!ie fame 
thing in hi t; rernaidcs on Mr. Miclcileton's 
xicfcnce f atui no account of the inonejv 
whether received or not, v-'as ever pro- 
jdoctd by Mr. JohnCbn bj* any other per- 
fon. This, although adduced only as a 
jnediujw of proof, might have beef charg¬ 
ed as a high inifdemeanyr agairift Mr. 
JthiVngi 5 that lu^ as Governor General, 
whofe duly it was to luperihtend the con¬ 
duct of the inferior ofhesrs, beii’eving fuch 
a charge to be true, dilmifled it without 
enqti 4 y; th^t he never examtned Mr. 
Middicion, who was then at Caiemts, 
and could have proved the charge, if true $ 
atid th^the had m his po/THTion a letter from 
the Viaier, iyhich ibted that the t. n lacks 
bad been ^emtinded as a due h the 
which he did not produce, and 
widen appeared among the official papers 
till Mr, Ifaftings left India, but was now 
in evidence on their jLordOdps table, In 
lids letter the Viaier, with great hutT'dity, 
reprefented that he was ajlori/hcd and rpn^ 
fmnekd find hiinfeif iu narfalTeti and, 
difirefled, confidering iliat Mr. .ffaftings 
wat his yf/Vvtrf* Well inig;ht he be /b, 
when he had purchafed bis friendfidp with a 
frribeof 109,000!. and the efier of anathjffr 
to the fame amount ( /y’ter ail!) tj^did upf 
appear that the Vtmr had been diMiaded 
by any perfpn froip peifdtpg in the olftT 
be had made. He did perilll in itj fo that 
the charge againft Mr. Johnfon was as 
falfe, in fa^, as his acquittal was 
He was not only acquitted, but foon after 
appointed to an office of gfcat trtffi and 
emoUtnnent, by the perfon who wa« mo. 
rally certain ot his guilt. Suchfxcefs of 
f^andour could only be accounted for, by. 
iiippofing that Jofinfon had ai^tpally got 
the money, that the charge agair ft him 
^as rnerely an expedient to obtain prompt 
payment, aifid (hat, a rettlement having 
taken place to the fatjsfailion of M». 
J-Iahings, the inquiry* vyas immediately 
dropped. Sucii coiidu^ as he had ftated 
was luitviy ineitplicable, hpt on tl^e fnp. 
pofilion of a Ipuficr underftanding be¬ 
tween the acepkr and the accu fed. 

On thofe grotnuis the criminaliiy of the 
tranfailton was apparent. Much might 
be added in aggravation, of which he 
ffiould no ties only one or two point?. Mr. 
Middlctdn*s letter, containing the offer cf 
the Prefect, was never produced at allj and 
it wa$ aimoft certain that Mr,.Ha/tings 
received the offer of tlic fecond prdent 
Veforif he v^rote bij letter tu the pirv^lojs. 


g i vrn ^ notice of the firfi. When be 1 
bimfeif in fo coimmunic»tivc'.i date of init;! ^ 
that he profefied to! give an aticoirut twt 
only of that Thef int, but pf every other 
preleni he had leccived, ore would have 
itiought that he rii'igbt have alfo mentic.»«ed 
the rj'ifiingcircmnifaivce of a new Prefeat 
being ofFereiL He, feb .:^o fiiamc, as h6 
had before ftated, ib yVot to de¬ 

velops the inotivesof ,irnind ftadjpully in ■ 
tricaic and mytuiribusi but he bcifcvedtl jwt 
X4”. H'utir»^;» meant l:o cc'fvtuuad the two 
Prtlents, in oriiej' toJtccfJ bfi'dh If |Hifhbief 
or, Hi leaft, the one' under cy v<6r of the otlicr.., 
One chai’ii^cr ran tihough all Irani- 
aiJlIpus rvlj)e<i 5 u-i>- jtfobey ; ,,is''Cicer'-* - 
laid of ndiU afer- 

laviy nihil was * npihjnjj; 

cltur, nothing opciij. nothing hpbpuiabie 
fn hjf-'chndutH., '' ' 

Ivir. Fox c^iue next to the alkgations 
of t he Seventh Article, refpfcclhig njai - 
a (1 m ini it r a lion o f 11 ^ e li c veil n t., ‘ 'i’he 'Ad 
mirfiftraiioh of the Kevpriue, was xdolelv 
conne< 5 fed with the prefems, Jf 

wlvjch Were not received fjom Pnnee-?, 
and men of hi, Ivyxink, bpt from coilcau;; 
and farmers of land. Their Lordffiip* 
bad not forgotten the names of 
and AndeUW, and pf tiraigrcat aud diuf- 
tfious narns;, GuhgoGoviiulSin//;, w'Vrt^^^ 
almoft always appeared, when Mr. Hdt»- 
jnge received money. The thiii‘g:& cri 
this hciul were, ihe hiftitiuipn of the. 
.^uineens, and the abp!itb:i of the Pro- 
yipciai Cumicils. 

It was in evidence, that the Cpurt of 
iX'^irel^qrs conhticjt^id i he Govej nor- general 
and Cpund! as invclhd with full i>owpt 
over the Revenue by the Afl of 1773 ; arid 
that they were «pt io give that power opt 
of tficirdwn hands, Jr w.4 in evidence that 

Mj*. Baitings pinf^Hlpod the AO in ^hc 

tame manncri arid dvUf when, it funW, 
h’.s pujpoles, he did iiy 17^6 delegate that^ 
power \iy appointing; AumCens, with, su'v 
thonty tmkj-chdqu'ol lire Council, to 
cnquii-e into the value of the jamls, to cad 
lor records and documents, and to corttp'-l 
their produ^liun by corporal puniihment 
mid torture. Whu were the depofitiiries 
of ih.$ fxtraordin.iry com million I 
Anderfbn and Gungo Govmd Sing— 
GungoGo» in^ b*ug, who had betndjf^ 
mified rioin ihc office of Do wan to t he 
Caku ta Coinmitu e, on proof and cont 
teffion of a cunlidcrahlf dclinquehcyb the 
inftruinajt of veCc;vi/ g money for Mr. 
Haiiings. I'his ftigihatiajcd delinqueiu, 
this noLorio)ijs bribe, biolter, he thought |it 
to employ as itKjuinibr.gtmeral iraa^ 
property^, with .power oyer thy periCn of 

every* 



w§ 




S'ach f^n ippoiotmsnf was 

an nc\ ol' di;iM(quuh:yt r.n 
ii<J tnigl.t i'uidly' rail Kn* 

Ani'i, to -avv-ay a)l p\r,en.':«i 
that it w3f viu tnKvr judyp.n^nti a dcdv 
raiiaij of A’tr. <^s hit-vkUnce, 

thn. 'J,c va'.us! th«‘‘ ^afJJr, v.as ^h;s;r 
talned, aalt ^v-n vK& ,UJJpo'r.'lI<l^^nl oi‘ /i'th 
tnerr.3 it\a»ery. Wai,it 

\btJ polfihk 10 Mvit >t cc.nM }i,^ve 

been p.stot but ior corrupt p’^jobtep f 
C'oald li V !'(' iu aj- 

bstiaryt opjtt’rclUvtq he fnibfiui U}ion 
©Ai (iod'bu* -tfnJ of the jno‘i co^tsh. 

^ irteeeh'iiy ?'' iVn^'- ^ ’h-" plt'-a 

Hafinqs ? N'>-»he ^’bclairj'.ed all necef- 
; jfjte, ]h 'ii'clrr ing ti t ^alue uf tiio ii>nd® 
Vo’'j siiprop.rly af^oHaincd j aivl no ieaiba 
r.O">ld be rdlij,n(ai foi doiti«? li, hbl a it'yhva> 
£‘htirahf^ ctiinniaiiiy. 'fbe v'do.s 
ht-Krd ot dii* anpo'n’raert \<ii(3 ab _ the 
ih»mtze vJhcU their Lord(hip> ivight 
iur’.tjjfj'if;, 1 he'r j'tmaiKit on u '.\ 

'fVKuinrfS'\b/approving, (a the ('vi.ngtit 
terntiH ho’h o( nieat’ure and me }h 
ib'ns io.hte<i to cajjv i( into'execution 
To I'l*; flionl'l liih^ notluTfg, Let Air, 

' ‘Kah'r.cs !f»tO"r tor his couJo^iL to his 
/iCL>Ak\% liiebh n-jnt sni, but tc< his Maf- 
fet;i the C\)n)i:o( Lj3'^ba;s, I’n all utI- 
^ uHM Oov<: niTi''.h'-'j hoMtver '.rifely ajvJ 

^k.tHuioxiUvi guaiOul byi.o^b, muchnr.iit 
•b« rohf:4 d kH in »‘gilty of ihe 
•'’'C?ose'ncMIdthfir Lordbiips (titTered- 
70 ) :it\ of lijtu'bc.iif'tvc lb ilayrani, with, 
coituo^''on on liu’ facr ol a (b lylarnig, to 
pa/V unp\Uii/l\ed,lij^y nfight devdc lyilfcOiPt 

1hw‘) riws for tne gcod go- 

•' nm.mt cf Lui(a ; l^'iu thi-y woirbl do 
V' .<•* orikibi-i .b) :i niK'p- 

p';ntc('ji>/r ilDn '\v.j of go- 

%eir.mt'nij dhhi uuy code at poohl 

da good. i, , ,,- 

iiv’eame r^xi to thh: abolition of the 
, Fudorjcnd Co^h.dls. , Tt wb'uhi'i'.ajdly be 
■’ d, th;;» it wxs'tb^ do I v of CoJh-''. 
pan/'^' rffivAAOis to'obey'Vh c , jDiievdc^s. 
bn no lubti. ct had their or<krs'l'K.a'n more 
’ e:vjv/’v.it, tKui cAi rtK cciin.dloii of the Ke-’ 
%^,vtOe,' . T/»<i*y trad exprefsly'hr-'c’ij.d Mr, 
BU'hngp, if'he, ih-j'nt .be i}iU'n-j ot 
'•' Coutkils iojuicq.r'ie, to drtuv i p a 

•' ' bew p{ and irantotU it to th n. ;or 
‘ their app/iobadon‘5 hut to nvike no id- 
■ l^ration >vitho\it tiiur codcvirrmcc. ^ In :4, 
luWequeiit LeU'd they inhlud on his au- 
hoingto rb.o jelter.arid ybe Ipirii ot this 
oitier, Mr. Franck h. ft .India, 

Mr. idaitinrs nit^do.iU'.d ;\ ahorMion. 
It hedboke'l tt the- Ad- of'Pndiiw.em, If 
J'e looked at the .ouii-is of' the Diu^lors^ 
A/ he did4b dniy to tlvaod^; s^ii iiiiutt ilitjh. 


He abolhbed at or.e ftroke »he Provirci: 
Corncj'J ii .iii gav c ,'.>v nr'V Ci'inrnittce 0 

Rr-vo^niK’ me whole nilutay/ v.eol i«t 
K Tb:', veii uVjifjr.ujbly coii'ru.y 

to the A:l of r-u nanf^nt, and ron'i ny 10 
t')c tw.dfiS at the O.idHoUij rmd fu» Uiir* 
atoi'e ue mi^bi exit iur judgnjtni : but 
'btyond the crime, ti.ere v as ciicnmilanre 
Oil ciieumibtnct. to prove eon nphon of 
‘'.iIk.. ' '' ', , 

iu die fill pbctq if was conuary 
li'i ow'u opinion oi nght, .0 (tK>ng pre- 
'iom'piian of guib, Hv '}>pt ued by his 
own ot A/m h in whichj.c 

• iLvud rfic dim’. d nuov liom. in the 
ttiauagy nieiM r' ’ i- Levei.ue, and <■ xpcv.lTecl 
•bunlcit A) v.id i.Midi.U v uh ihc lylLin qf 
Pfovit.eia.i Cunficil ', that he ^dvi/ed tlic 


Dirc^foi-* to 




to pailianuiU to C'lit 


il efi-d'lidicpi by riw. This iylicni, io 
approved‘of df 177^, til 1776 he iter 
Itroytfi, root and O'anch, 'agau.d law, 
aga tilt againit Ine own iolenVn 

Oi'uvo, < J-ie mdtcicd f'Ui'Vl a uaion 
fudo -y to buiifdf, ro h</ was alwnis very 
eifjiy ihtisfted ol the pi\>pu/(.!)' *>f hu o>A> 
a[i!ih, vi7, tiiaf the riovoi'Mt Ooun'hbi 
were OKvty pRliuinniy to a hstna /y'ucrti 
to'he g( ad inUy'introduced. ’ Was thia 
teafoii codlitent wltli a voial atudufon? 
liut. he had anoillK'r icafon in rtdLve. 
Tl)': nieml C'S of hole Councils wcic be- 
coir.e fyd.itHis, and tncapablt of exeent* 
ing lilt; dntiv'S oi their n.''ptk^ivc oifiCv.s; 
and iherefoie bij diveded tiiern of likir 
truh, an 1 gavj peiji-'.iiv. to fon'.c, and 
iirvj 'rtfipf'i'Minents to the r IL bicnajr ii^.y 
dlfnnfj'cd fm nf> f(i%k nj thc.ir oKun j as 
k fa‘.1011 had b,tn it ta'u* mii., 'o a peiUioU;, 
and Incapacity the belt qaafificriuoii (or 
an cdl-hc/ 'fht'ii Loidoips b<-d heard 
from Mr. lyicorr, 'Mr. Vaoni:, and ^.ven 
irom Mr.'A.\:derfon anti Mr, Shme, ihut 
iribes received trein K'^niram .ind otheis 
IkiU bi.eo n-.:dVcr of rum iir befoie 

Mi-, Haltlugi thought proper to make any, 
di/clolbre oi ihsuu ‘hio/u luc nioutc'.t 
th il tile Pi Gvu.cnil'C<-'U..cd‘’ d!lcov-c,rv:d 
tint b)d)cs bad hetn djasvn froir, ijiciv 
Te'l, eiiivc proiowt'fc'f-, they became iac- 
{i\.ns and ;' inrapab'e, . borne were io 
we^k, a‘) ta heikt^', bibers lb foSiious as 
10'prcpagabi wiiat 'ili'ey behoved. Aij 
wcifc Tiiintcd—ijvue w?.S' no remedy r-.i be 
Kiund and i.e tlccitled at (.Yicr, a'lvhy'uAik'^ 
th'jn .-li; ' - 

iNv'xt >itc mdde irr wliicb tbv.. general 

Cvtnin'MVi-efc**-of Revenue w*l.s corilt.ii.j.vr_’{(;, 
vi^.is i(j-aVidy-o'decfio'ntibit-,''' 1 i ccc.hhrsfios 
four .bjVmBe j!>> with Adiu iea tuih<. aniom)?; 
i)t 50 ooo b three of wiiotu wtiey ALv 
iiiiokrlon, Mr. ShmcLUiid IS^rWJrof^s^ 

whorts,,’ 







tVm tbnr woiTild recolk:6\ 

'If, {li(Hi',^s hv{ i'l '>r\ erroi oK 

^’’^o,r,oL in r.:v„' Nab^Vs uc*: 

'■■^'^^uuts an A.ccoiUi;aj’.i. The office 
pvrinrcud'-jfM of ibt Chancery RcCoi'cV^ ari :. 

Ut^;! aud roi.ti uh abtdtlh- 
ed> and i'-.i) powcis ri.i.udcned to the 
m.w Cofnmiitec^ and it \v'vc> ’vrl^ v.'orth 
c-h{<;rving,, that tht office at that rnnc v-ait 
fiill'd b) Mj', 3 ’^uca:cl, a man, hv ali 
W(:G()p»ns, of eminent irt?g!)t.y, libiluy, 
and , fjcpericyicc.. . h nrajofity of vins 
Coiiimiuce wjtn to ehcide in ;>U caih-i, the 
Prelvdent .havjng the caiting vote wiien aJi 
tlic tvl.xnbcrs vvac prefect* The Gover* 
ttor-j^/ncral ar d C<-uv crl weie \iot lo, .n-. 
trttVi\% except whv*n exprefsly appealed 
to*, au'Citwav iptcislb' pro\idvd, that it 
nor nt'cfJfn'V to u^cvd every didrr- 
dice oi apiiiiun thai rrnght aiilc. The 
whole pO'ACv <if the Rev\ ;\uc‘ wa j thus 
tiansferred Fioin the Suj J'e/n'; Conneii 
to the Commiute, rw’id. c„iie taken 
that no means fjv>u!d he left oif invefti* 
gatiiiyi; its Vi;u;i i^f^ons* To ih;e Corn* 
rui.lcc Gung;u <!^<>vind S was uv poum- 
ed Dw;ui by iVl"’\ H dirngs aii.t Mti 
W heier in C.’outicih Here appealed (he 
tine canfe ’t.'f ihs whole cirai''ge» The 
Frov)n(;ia] CorifidU h'^d hi.cn rho* 
tilhnh and (hvt new C • ant it?e eie61ui^ 
that tins creature of Mr. Haihag's^' this 
inlivunieni of ptc\d;iti^.-b^ itnglu h we rhy 

whole Koyenue. in his A fii'or¬ 

dinate ohlce Wa'J. aboliihuh bevaule li e 
pet'ibn .who beid iv ipighi be acluc>c mi 
ilie coriviuTof ihe Dc.van, Iq pnvtnt dij- 
putii, To\dt;luoy cuutioul, Wall ru u.'d a 

g'uod nixiihod »o prcvfut dil'pj.i'.c.s, but rll 
calculitui to p‘’(„nia.Uort. The 

-new Oni)j'piui.c was tliM? wholly iiido- 
pendent oi Up Sup^iwie \'u'j|ncil, and 
compoii:<i of i"t'!i3iha s,wnohy ui lit. But 
it riguiiivd jfUh’: who were lUo nrsmUrs^j 
by m pupur jiv rvuleucc* written by Mr, 
Shore, uad coidlviticd by h a\ novv^\' wai 
proved, that, they weix fwls in ibt 

IntW'- ol ditir . JLh'vvavi. • The Ghrvcnior 
(Tcncral ajvi Coinn ij UivJb.-'it tiic'.'M' .-vcs 
of pov>cr, no; jo it in Mi*, Aaidciiwo 
pand Mr. Suoje, bof in Gvi.-»ga Goviad 
Sing, in whole hands ihey -v-erc mere tool'. 
The CoiDmrcfec, by the e%b<jencc of Mr. 
Shorcy tl-.c! fi'icnd ul Mi, Halhngs, and a 
WA-Auhii-oi the CmnrT'ittee,.'’.'vcr':/ tbi^jugh 
Ube bujiMfs; hut to frxiend thai thiy diJ mahy 
/-Hc.' i/.'tf Uy tumid h<;ff>lly n^a faljthosd, lo 

xi.Uempt to add any lu ng to tnelc and t/K? 
olhci pioois Cvuitap. :d iji IMr, Shoie's 
be wailc^ tune. Fjoni 
what ho had pro vM, he had aright to 
allume, thyl TIr, Hailings coaituuicd 



'Gunro'Crotvnd Sing '<yvJi 
the Hevenut i of Bengal, vviih hi-^ c/inl 
far id-) Deputy, fp ••rn'ciid r.mi coran-s ^ 
he. to romovi^ 6vm-y o^i^x(.\'. io his irr 
furc'*^^ every pi OllnHiy of o-eteOijTig hi;' pc- 
coiatio.u, (or'.iv.i y t - law. <'0J^\:<vy to his 
'erdera and this aiicr tM. Unvclois iud 
(.xpi'eiTT tlou'/ indlgiiath>rj U,t) appoint* 
merit oi* OuhgoOodnd Sing oiritw 

cil: Anmte.". 

T(>n;c w:-'’ ‘udy, he faffi, one fu't of 
ch;'kv't(;; 'which covlid he \'':i np fiy inc pci.- 
fonw to vouch he hiodhf I'n' n a Ud^ior 
an arfwev, mid u \v,is tipi Jo'e a delcj^cu 
willed he iw.oi d.-prcc-Ue,-—it Uijght 
ai g led, for him, tii.at i{ w- ^ ^lotair to, 
cha'-v ft criminal iivlercnpc fro tt hi? dil* 
gbi diei'n:.'* U tht order of'il.t-Cciu'i of’ 
BirecioiSj, hccaulh (liffir>c<iUa«ce of tht-|j;’ 
oideis was M- .'ydem—lus contiant, ivgu. 
hr, iUid tn)ih-MU‘ca(Vie oi goV'-aiuTicnf-j- 
Ihi foui^dadou 0 1 whiih had bad( bi.i! 
admin ifration—and ii(/ri v^hich ru d'l.-w 
p:o‘dcuiar ir-t\rern,;•! wnidcl be un.'an.— 
Th jt no iukcici^'-i Ck'uiu ue drawn from 
u man's tdi.i,? in the b^grtdi’'^ and going 
to !)cd qt nluht^ OI bo;n hi& taking bis 
rcp'lffi.in the^coiuie of'the day u:; bis 
ui’ual hour.s.^*«-‘=‘Poinotd'iihf7 rrag'D'' fay, 
** diaw coiH'lnii'Cnv b ;m liiat wmeir wa* 
unilonn. and uigid:.*—U yon can Ihif any 
ds.V!at)Qns irom his uUnd cc'.oily any 
u.iiice in w.ffich he piiu o^'odicnce m'th^o 
orders hf tin; Court of s, or in 

\uuch he u'g n'ued inu.{eii_ liy the laars 
ot hns cQunu'y, any jrdcfeh'e tliatyou cu;> 
diaw h'um th'unce wid iicV^-.-r, ixcuife thK" 
wiU hcp/Uucular 5 ]ii,it '-on :,iiufl net 
lay, that thl" abide was c >oi;i!irt3;tl, oj i /os 
m 1 ‘d'o; tone w as 1 uc v -,rc J , brrau ih . 
H..l'imgs iit!obc)'c*<i die ndr u>,'upna font -..ut 
(m hi;> go* I'l nment j he. lyj^diu heyai 
lu?> iuil'l ii6t jnsj,—he liih’ eyed fiequeurly 
wn louif a mot;vd-.•-When he 'had' iwo^ 
wav-, obtaiumg the ramc eml, he nr^- 
vm clnd’e'tftr coin'l? v;h*...h they had pfi^V 
kribe-w), merely hecauC li'Ky'had pre^ 

fcribcU it. ^ It 'waa ihc prihicride, \r.Vit,, 

tuaunhj i>t h(S gov.rnnU'nT; rjnl thq-.k 
to dru'w mfvrcn{:l^ l:om ir wo* Id be in)* 
h'andb'UiC and unfair.*'—•/’ OidA'fr* 
AjinHartingt'" Counl’ri Ihoiild think 
proper to ih up this defence, 1 muft I'anly 
couti j's mvfdt unable to jxtlue it.'”*'-U is 
unatd'.i rra'olv^ 5 It. is a ttmn winch ’every 
iw* vvhvv ccniemplatts il.e-.Adrmnidratlon 
ot tuePefendani nniit iuiuhiuily aAnow- 
hd ;e. Hi ceitaiiiiy d<d not ;»k\iaic f-crri 
that euindt',—-ai^d thovfutvbuo j.s tin OMiy 
Dkfrjiice A’iuch 1 diea. i, inJi winch I n>e«« 
tioii only fevvehe fake of depc:ecaring.''c..^f 

A Mc*ubci’ of I he Couned {\^ thv«j> h% 









I'MicIlc vm'Mr. Macj^'lierron^, haci. cat- 
Crdvtrtci -Siug the native Chan- ' 
eHir ofthit’ Exchequer c^f IriilLi. Tht« 
.»i^a g i vf the'j c X-or^ih i ps ib tn r idea of 
j&e (ixtcjit of the fW"' rr ancl iuflueuce of 
jlhis petfon. They well knew what was 
,frt<ant hi this coXiniry hy the Chahcellor 
the Kxehequert, He was «. great public 
Q^flcbr, pofll-0iiig the eonfidencf of his 
Soveifeign, Artd who at leailj to 

ihz :jf;6od opinioTi of -he country j 
hti! Mr* IVI:icp}i>i‘rfojit meant vior by the 
to mihriwts thatO’ijigo Govlnd Sing 
tvas ill any* deg!ce to H* conipared uj the 
Chancelibrof ths ExtheQuer of Bngiandi* 
or r.o theFinajice Minf.lter orjtny Koroj:H;a.a 
Government, in llmrk Hea* 

•rjjj I the. Chancellor of the Bxchevpjcr 
whri a Minliic!’, rubje^:l to the 

infpeflto/v, check, coAfiouh and cenfore 
of Phtlianient. ..He had Jet{11 y great rank,, 
kigtr ibt'ioJb and powetfiii iiiftneucc in 
the country I but he; had', ?iot the power 
«f tKtonion and rap’ne, nor the privilege 
of iriefporiihility. Yet, limited as he was^ 
what would V>e lard ni-rEogland, if his 
Mrijefty were to appoint a piafon to the 
oiHce of Chunc'dior of the Exchexjuerj, 
who had hr eh convi^ded, of pecardaiy 
fraud r*^\y»ho lK!d dk^^ remove<'. trom ot* 
free foran,d proved <bthonefty. 
In Word thnes af this connriy, fo 
glarjtiig atui IW bolJ a thing had never 
been done. “But /indeed no Minlfter of 
Finance in any one of the Exiropean Go- 
yRrnments could, from the extent of hi& 
power, give USA any adequate idea of the 
•odicewf Gungo.—In every one oi the ii* 
mited gdvernu'ienta of Europe, monar- 
chlcai, dcmocraqcal, orpnxtd, tbecfiiccf 
who had the management, ot the Revenues 
was re^joufible, to ibme pov^ er or other 

fbi the exaewtion of Hiis office. The na¬ 
tive ChanceUor ot the Excheqvterof India, 
c; tht contrary, ha<i no relponlibility, no 
'^Cl.eck , no contionl. Sixty provinces 
Vi re deli med over to him, to pillage, 
phmder, ami opprefs as he thought fit. 

He 'vas a tyrajrt of the molt complete 
atid perfe^X kjnd.*--Unlike the fame officer 
in Europe, who had to collect the Reve* 
«,res by prefcribt'fl means, it vras his bu- 
iinef;} to fcXtort money by efery poluble 
art, atid in evci y poiTible way.-^^He was 
to ibi'/K upon money wherever he could 
fad it.—--He was to force the miierable 
people by tbrture to open their rectfles, 
and to deliver up their nil pittance.— 
Such was tin: tort of office which th«j 
X)e/hndant GR-amd—.nniiug it with an 
extent of power which ought not to have 
it>««a truiW in the hands gf the belt man 


upon earth., and which 1 v& gave td tfil 
worffi - 

Mr. Goodlad indeed t)ic Brititli 
Rcilident 5 and Bevi Sing was the Sub 
Colleflor. Of the former, tliey had the 
authority df the Defendant hmtfelf for 
faying, that he was utterly unable cither 
to diil^oVci or to controul the enomvilica 
of the la;ter* Mr. Eox read a pafi'age to 
ffiew this, where tl.c Defendant hnd laid, 
that fticU W'cre the lalunts for cunnini^g 
and roncc. Imcnt of Bevi Sing, that it 
was impoffibie for Mr. Good lad to pe¬ 
netrate through his artifices and detedf 
his enonmiucs. Tlw ehomdfies of Devi 
Sing their I^ordffiips had prevented them 
from introducing into the proof, and ap- 
plying to the Defendant. However he 
might lamenr. their being denied this 
proof, it was not his bufinel^ then to dif- 
pute the Kefidution of the High Court. 
Tht! CounEi for the Defendant had, upon 
this fuhjed, invoked the judgment of tncii' 
Lot dffiipsjand the vengeanceofAlmighty 
God, hot on their own beads, but on the 
bead of their clie»t, if the cnc/rj.nines of 
Devi $tng, as ftated by his Right Hon. 
Friend, ffiould be proved and brought 
home to him. He knew not how the De¬ 
fendant might rcHlh his part in fhl.s im¬ 
precation which the Counfel had made j 
but in anfwer to it, if the time ffioidd 
come when they were fairly permittedi io> 
conic to the proof of thofe enormities., he 
would, in his turn, inv>:ike the molt ri« 
gorojis jufiicc of tlie Noble Jlords, and 
the full vengeance of Atmigbity Gotj, not 
on the licad of his Right H:>n. Friend, 
but on his own, if he did not prove thefis 
enormities, and bring tlieivi home to thcT 
Defendant, in the way in which hi? Right 
Hon. Friend had charged them upon him j 
and this he pledged himfelf to do, under 
■ an imprecation on hirnfelf, as folcmn a.a 
the Coimfel had invoked on tlieir client. 

In the mean time,, though they were 
debarred riom detailing thei'e enonnitie?., 
it was free for them to argue generally 
from their known and acknowledged 
exigence. It was fair for lii.m to con¬ 
tend, that the iyftem for the collcflion of 
the Rcvenuca adopted by the Defendant, 
and put into inch hands, was nccefihrily 
a fyllern of oppreffion and tyranny* I'ne 
Uiahappy people had a triple rent to pay., 
They had to pay a rent to the Ccmpaiiy— 
a rent lo Miv Halfings, ami a rcju to 
Girngo Goi^ind Sing j—the latter, having; 
this to obtain from them by mRans tor 
which lie was not accountable, was hkciy 
u> prac'diie every torture which ingenuity 
could invent, or rcmorlelcls cruelty infii^. 

Ac«. 
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, ^:'' V'’.-r;:v,‘-’»' 


yfeeorrlingty, they focimi' cT^o.i'initie?? 
/ Wj/ie comifiiitccljvvhlcls IvHglijji cars would 
lo hv-ar, and EngliiK lieaits ^lJI•irlk 
— to fulTa-. ., (t would uairvts’illy h?. bellev€:d 


*b-5it ihe Pe?rt;nd:inti, im’uuif juboAiieJ To 


bavd t<i accompliih lu? puryuftj in Uttkng 
Gunj^u Goviud Idng 'ti ihjs lci;u;'e,poih<li4 


not tad 5o proii; frou! ibr; {•IbaMifl rit’n! he 
had mad^, it w;k> fiiu-, to c uv^hule uVn 
|ie Inid .riken brilDcs,. ni ter thiis }rreipo,nn- 
tdiiry was createcl> bi-’caulV he hkd taken 
l>r'bes beibie, where he '^as iul-jetiV. to. 4e- 
tec'lion, to ccn(\uc, and pun'lhmentf It 
was jiroveci on him, thn,*: had '^e^elved 
a^brioe bom PinagLpore d’.rcuo-h <7nngp 
Coviml Siug“--dmt he had w :(.lfcdabribe’ 
from NudLuh ihj'i.’MgU rac bamb; of Gonv>o 
** G '/nulS.ng—liou he had J\ce;ved ;.i brlW 
troin Jvelk-riin*d'aougb thehauvis piGungp 
Covlnd Shig. Tlit'ih were proved, bee a a be 
tnefe ihree province’s vvc;eiQld> and the 
bribes rccrivcd;. before th^ Coidnvjttee 
ct Itovenuc vv:js rij'polop'.dj^ and wh'ich^ 
thertfoiej be bad ii not hi his pov:’er 
to conceaK Jle Imd taken theit* .when 
ali the c,hrcjue?. weie in ,War, h 

to Iv- be(l<^ved ib-it the motrent he had 
1)5 oke down all the dykes W.ut ^prevented 
the fuii torrent of hh nypr-'cii v^ that he 
from that morneni cc'jfedto be rapacious ? 
Would jt bo briii'vcd, that, hiivirg ibid 
thixje pruvintes out 5'’( ihe fxty before lie 
iiUd broken do'^-b ihrdc. dyke?, and re¬ 
ceived the bribe;. fV<.n'i tha hanc'ii of i»is’ 
fav' 'nriic Gung^o Giovind Sing, that he did 
noi {ell the f fiy-f-wen that rtriy.-fuiedy 
which Ihi had delivered over in fuU pro.- 
pervy fo Gurgo, to f)C ti-enterj by hud 'as. 
he pleafcd ! No one hnibo was diicoyered 
fv»bferpieut fo rhis ap;)o:rt:nu"m (ex^.ept, 
ir,'.h.'.d, th.it of Nobki^rui, wnirj) itooJ an 
grovinds), and indeed none could 
be dilci^vera),. for he Inad complexly d'S** 
iiroyed the nierins pf deteef iou. 

\VouW it be faldj that there wtis 
foTnelbrng in tuc frjme and tempera-^ 
incut of the Defendat'.t peculiar |o htirt- 
' fe)f, and of whkh wc cou’d form np 
Ji/dginent from onr knowletlga of die 
tj^u-ubty of .human ivaipie in gtnrr?,!:? 



np.flwe tfi t?tc/)’jffem ofhis 
Such reA'.bning this »noir be rvio; 
to, bef’rt? it totdd believed 'that hr. 
cenfed. to tq^ke. bu'bet» the UiomeiU tjr^t he 
[»aJ ferdei! Vns ili.ln'irncmt iiv a liadou 
which rnabift^ iiirri to j.tikc 'h'.in '.vidi int- 
P’.nuiy. Lti m phibrve In's ficnatiou haw 
fvicthts appuii.un'ent; arid al'h r <t,. -Hp, 
p?'‘vivU3 in thi:?. <,ppo.intrr.;e'.‘pf ji) kf 
ii'hte pf cor.tmual 'tmlrajuvilsmi'nit! and', 
alarm. He fubj'^cl lo foibicion and. 
detection oi irs^ry »evuu He w'vs 
with tjuririons by f.!ie Court, of I/iudil'auV 
whicih ]ie was .h.n;eu ^nniV/tr.,—---'.v 

You call u^on me .(^ays be) to.u:cou),it 
for sop'oe.). ivCelvL'd h!.ns, 
ree-dv'H v{icu.„~T.:ind it i? .fo a 

that f dp not renicmbvr'. V, by I r- i,k imo 
funi,'., or w'iiy I cobHrilcd thv.n j Uv.\ 
no dotib:,. had a reaibn 't. tin;:' both 
for takjpg and for . Me; 

was pciVcrct'i with thvG .enqubvio^)'- -His 
own tetteri> involved liim dili futber j, 
rbi^ what he tvrpt.- at one imuq !u.: fc;got: 
ami cc'tvradi'i^ed at auodacr .j mr cop 1 
btar (o hr. {’> nur^c;!,!^ mi prpvokrd- 


not 1 


va«. too mueVi oj’ u ^.ertbmv.U' 
nui^y in ifm- ii7)Ct!)iod.’mU 


lO.IvVv.'p 


lie was. 

tlcctnuiry in :iit chaa oicthod.mu'way 
trailed by Ids pj..iyi,r*.g rmploy-VsV p.mI 
th.-cu-forc) U) get T’d -U ortco of tpK'i- 
tibns., Ibl’juciou^, yml he Gt v > 

ihia new iylbcm. 'I'hei; ^ all at oner, .he 
bl-c;irne. mod;.* a let aod eiS'v mpG-'y 

(.htre \V3,’5 i;o Iv’nigt.i a'liy* jf, e\ve;- daii' 
mupii-cpoto Ui« .coadu'''*>, a/*-.' (" * ctudasff 
•vvnV no longc;- corrupt i H ''’vas uot i’n* i a* 
tioaai men to believe.^ that he h-^d 
U.'cn gi.dUy cC .’c.u-nj.iilous, knd dLrv<i-i 
f..u'u)aiivn at a tnho' whrn his grhoes 
v.'crc 'o fcnu.ny are.t puaifbmf;'!'.,, 

biGvikl,, in th-. v-ti y .irdant tb.u .he' 
coalliriircd a ryllcin ft/ p'*.cuj'i'i)ig ia 
fafety, h,aMe.ce:ifJ:o to proaifro 
expedirtn. ' 

iVfruFoia her& drew tg>' a ccuc].u{ip% H« 
frdd; he had main' iP .u^ 

their HordUups' lor having o.ccuph.d Jo 
much of th{ii.t' time; bur .the peO’eiiitjr fjnj^ 


much of the cyvdcn,i':c'-*’'--tor 


quoUng it; in fp many p.uTi-ijiCi’—ha^ 
drawn h’nn into ivogth, Ftnf 


'^-Vould ji belaid, that lit was guilty of _ . , . .... 

Cilsncs to obtain power v. hicii he did not, . timt:,' diat.h'?., {|i:yp^ui rlv^if labour 

mean to abule ?’^*-Would it he kiid, tlvat and his .pwry,- die fei, ib- ma>iy, parys ue- 

i;f phjjjrkrcd,, pteuiated, ard was toirupr, ferred ohly.d.p fhe; yfi.fcqc- H?? tfidied 

only wiu-n thuo’ wurs aangor in com mir- to tlvsU,i.f jufiveel, t hhit d'h'.-y . wouid eithtgr 

Cmg thefe crimes j ap.d .hat ih<J JTnuufnt g've hirn fvt Iv.vvmg correHiy' 

be curdd ynufiilc plunder ami piculatioo quoted what he had rv;l<:rj.i'd theni .tb, -pf 

lately, he (likiaii cd 5o da fo Wovild a.U that they \y,.uild thcnvrclves iyf<r to tjie 

the critnes ot the Defendant be aferibed phveus, and ibcvtiiat t*'C cuU'-tivfionv he had 

ordy to nts delpeiate biai’vry ?---Tba.t he drawai .vveut fairly dv'dnt:evt h orn d'lc. pre- 


Coveted bribes only for the lifk which h.e 
run in accepting ihs-iTj j and tliat the love 
of wealth, iiud the avarice of gain, had 
F.ART IIL 


d-.^S 


mifcis. lie alfp Imped, from ib.!?ir jnlt.ce, 
that they wotild be anxious to lupply any 
pciiit which he might have omitted- Me 
L ' . kufted 

'V 




‘fpuld 

ItIM fmm watvt of „ 

or t;;: do .it* ., 

■'^ '’%i ''i^oo.!d.i3ridl5r: ;entin^ M/liat l^ai,, 

.o;* the: C^tvarges- 

',, ■ , ,. . r;- 

'’s -I'iiey inv; pj,’bye^^^ that the Dctm&stu , 

' bad ^x-A’lytd fi’fJb) 'lU' Aliuuvy'lkg<m.a 

Hroivgly 

rt/lu‘£t(d bf* bnd received i\v^j hekfi ntore, 

'.' to. xU 'Ml ^ ■ . V 

:'',"i:-''Thty bati'p by td., 1 h.rU 1 ap(>cii>t- 

'.'m' !o the, 

' <‘Vm’Q^'s ■ i»th‘v\^;ons ,'at;;.l Onitri oi the/. 

rf:v.laTt: ^btb,Bli‘e|^4>sV::md be Bd ' 

.-' ihUd' . , 

' r]k,i/ i iM ht' hud delayed 

' .' io're(l;fe rlife ^„df'■■ the Nabob ■ 

: whea ord>..f'cd io 'to'bbby-roid ihiU \\it had 
fi'ixielf cohfefledy'tbuLh -5 
rfteliiaioiv^ ^ tibK would been 

‘p <\;. liafed by VrekMiir 
'■ Tn-^y had'bViiVed, d>^t he bad received' 

■■ '.in^^^ibes 'obkinds 

fhb.(ecjueird;5^ ?t775> ^t)d before, 

fh: 'appomt^iwl'of'av^Co^ of 'Ke*. 

' VC, \w. ',wbkh'. be had 

let \:\y tW the reeym|^ of iheie'bribesj, 

' .VaitJflyi that tiKlyv WtiVc'jeceived for th« 
Chnnwioty ,1 . v/aa; ivo jud^^ hijn» 

, dtid-w^ idife bi iba.', .Thai: irv the only 
vviiiiab hs Md refufed a bribe, 
f& qohdua in offer was 

Vtoublf, per^kxe^i aiid iVatidoJenf *, and 
dk fbibaa wibcli fk hbd aliign^d, incon^ 
'lilkiit with ''he d'frcrjcc he'h'id.let tip for. 

. hi s accCpi ing; of'ad (hi ot her hi'i ben. 

'.b^, ''tf herlk'<:iT7^e!yf bt 

sippbVnted f, hnci vnat the , cir- 

• xnindbhcC'.’^ nnder win t;h he bad appointed 
then:', and •pdrilc^^^ ihe.jitrlons whom' 
he hat! ypT^ponded, were Ingirly fulp^ 

-.inid ‘i'ndkatecVu cb^ intent,}bn.,r ' ^ 

, They Iraqi proyeih UiaMie had' 

tive ?r<ki ntia 1 Cou.hciU, of whicii hc^ had 
fbrhioily approved, and direfl 

. „prdt'.r|^,f' jVx' Coti rt of Oiit^tori-. '' .■ 

'Tb% ivtid proved', tb-ii he had imro- 
, ' du6^4 a hidden and enlifc yh^nge into Ibe 
/node df cdlkaihithe svlthbngh 

he hatfdeolared it as bfSxpinion, that Hio 
'iyliA'if’changed at.'be 
■di^.n^;ed 'by Jibw aaci ;gradnaL;degr^e;i. 

' 'liavl ildnci ibri'by ercfiihg a new _Com - 
■ niittee, to whom he gave pwvor!* incon- 
I'iftunt wiiii rl'k A£l of Ff.iriium-mt 5 and 
tHat ydiiie hcaioininally' inre%d in foilr 
' neil'oD;^ )h‘..k pWcrs>'h>t re:dly ^ppoinied 
<yuoi^o,.Gbvitid/%ih i>ewan, ■nnh.ihe 
v.4o.le'' .power id hindUt'V hot* 


withftanding the diipleafvtrs of tlie piJ*P^ _ 
it)rs expid^jy declared ag^niVUim, and 
not'A'irhiU.iiding that .M'\ h^d' been pre- 
vioudy eoiiviffe4 pf bi aa il)fericf 

teion.'." '.,' r ' 

If the concur ring fo.rce of .all .jboie 
picbfs; d;ql hot con vince tlieir Lordfiiips of 
the Charge which they had made rigtiin}^ 
the x>.ckndam--^that he vx as a^uat;ed by ■ 
a,corrupt prlhciple In the goyernment of 
Bengal, andhlist be, was; of noto- 
rioAts bribci^' ahd'Uk 
entien of wlvkh kci binx to the commiN 
bon or to the ’cnnnienance of the gl'catelt . 
enormities, not ot winch cob.hl oeaC"- 
(:-.,nTntCd for by the princlpUa which would , 
have guided the rational condu< 3 I of Sn 
innocent man*~-he was idre that no vvords 
of his—no energy of laiignage—no power s, 
orperfuafion, ho v ever iliong, could have 
f;he irfitience. ide would, tliercfore, bav e 
left the whqlc licre 19 their "jL-ordlhips, but 
that he ihought 'he, Ihculd take notice of 
Xomc things! whiclh had beeti urged in the 
defence of Mr. Haftingt;^ and which be 

IkxcI omutc-d to animadvert on in the re¬ 
view of the evidence. 

Jt had been iVicl, that by the •appoint¬ 
ment of the Committee of jkfcveiuic, there 
bad beenan increafe of the revenue. If this 
were true,, it certainly would l>e no Judifi- 
qi:itiou-—the fa^ was not ib, ^ But he 
would examioe the afkrtioiv fairly. The 
year in which ibe Cornmitiec was' ap^ 
pointed was a bad yeai, and it might W 
iiiid that the ini^ueivce of the Committee 
was not felt. Cum pare the three next 
years of tt\e Keycnne with the tin ee yeais 
inrmediately preceding the appoinunerit, 
and it will be found that they came three. 
lackS'XIiort-—Take .an averago of four 
years,'and it was nineteeii .lacks fbort-*- 
. Even hmr rhen the defence was falfe j 
, but it w’asJlin.rhore weak when wy came 
. to consider that this was a comparift ii of 
bneWd inditution of the Defendant, badly 
covidu^f ed—^with anotlier vvorfe inftitution 
of his, wOrle conducted. But take the 
average d'f the three years of the Revenue 
under the Committee, and compare it 
v/iih the I’ame average when there was a 
majority againlf the Dtdcndant in the 
Suprcfne, Council, and the amount falk 
Ihort forty Ivtcks a year. 

■V^THds (continued Mr.Fox) -we fee the 
defence is falle j but, if it were true, I 
cduichd tliat it is no juftdicauopi. It 
would be fcandhlous to aiferr that every 
meani by which Revenue could be ex- 
tcitcd fioin the people was jaftifiabltf, 
provided ihav an inertafe of .Kevenu^ was 
thereby procured.'* 

' Another 
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A.r.othfr r3<^fence iet up for the i)e- 
cndani \va<, :h';C'aff(;r tli‘" appoinripent 
of tfic Cororrtmti!- of the tX' 

pences weru gfeaUn*, which accouvilfcd for. 
yjo more coming into tlv Exeheqwi' of 
tjj'2 Cs»rr>pany, though was 

ptici by Hue people. Go-.d God r’’ ex - 
cJahooci Mr. l/ox,, ‘"'is it. potTibic that fucb 
a defence, cau I'c iet up m the prefeiice tjf 
the Cornmomf Hpuie of Pariiamenv vif 
it, poff*hU’ that any ni m /houjJ ftand up 
and tayv The ptiioperisnot to W me for 
not having^, fplfca the cofl'eta of the pubjic; 
•—that aroie fiotn the number ot'^jdacenniii 
that ,he had, to pay ^ hat .thuagli ne did 
not ftf] Company’’^ jCjcchw^uer, he 
compkMy emptied the pockets of the 
people^'—It was an u«)jeajd-of boalf—it 
\va3 a boaft that d^fer ved the execration 
of every good man. let it l)e uhderltood 
what is ilic principle of. Indian fmarice* 
Let evLty JSIernber’go ^d tdl his 

confttnienf} the new doctrine, 'X‘he per- 
fe^l ion of Atnanciering comilfcs m»t in the 
quantity pF Revenue which gOi'$ into the. 
public Exchequevp but; in the qoantiiy 
which il taken out of the private pockets 
oi the people, We muk go back to fchool 
again^ and unlearn all that h;iS been 
taught ur. We have ever been made to 
beheve, that that only if, the true mode of 
itnancieiing which brings the greattff 
poftbie .proportion of wlisat is taken Irom 
ihc.priv'dte into the public purfe; undl that 
Re ecnpe.js not the end of good government* 
but the means, Onewould imagine that 
fuch a ciefcncft for Defendant huilt have 
/comp fVom the Managers, and f‘om 
bb owp t;ounreI, By a Grange inverlron 
bf all European reailming,they think that 
are not tp form aiiv elfinrate of the 
value of ally item of h nance from the 
quantity of money brought into the IVea- 
fury, but from tlie fum'fqiieezed iVom the 
people. They are only anxious to prove 
that the rnjferable people were well fUeced ; 
fo*V according to them, Kevi*m»e is ikit 
the means of government, but the end, 
I truft they will be taught better. I vruft 


they .will be fa.ugbt the n-veedhry an 
vyhoiefome trufh, ihat if ?his ab-, 
.lurd defenc;e of theirs were -true, i. 
no judift:ati,07» j .thiit rlitmgb more limntv.' 
n'tight be procured .by ti« ;appvir*t.T»--nc 
of Gtvngo Govind it was; lio good 

icafoa fdr the . 

for jfvr pc>w$r on c\u'ih, bar a ngij't tokakc 
money Ifpin the widw'.rt giViugMo 

that peop^ profeitioji ; and where, ind 
Jl:cad ,of the true 'and uv it ual reiaiiou that 
ought to Tubihl between the governor jink 
tne;governedi >'he.: iattuviare dtjhvfired.b^euv 
.to-theipowthoj: lucli 'a tyrant, a biyhch-irf 

made- u) the frAl- ]>rincipley of ddeiety 

apei ihe Goyetnor who ;fd sbiifes, h»s d 
cbmnbs':a ivand,aldM 3 .;qutraL:i;.a'{id a high 
Ciime, Tile a^ezy bulled lu^df 
meniriadic'^tes % ’'t5djtruptdiHentlu»>i,;,^bd''' 
flifcws a piedercrudbeid i^dign,,v:;f;dbcttiiig:: 
Ihcjlbfrznv' ■thmiii‘"6dd:;ely :,o ';fbddw.''' 

Mr. Eox Rnd, Ive would bpfdbng.5v (ie- .. 
tidiv .(he. HIi?h,.Courh Ide,rb’ivlept,. 
that' he 'had on)y:,;t!§r' ldpj:?];md''the|r:jll.ord^; 
.flups to' an aueuhve;:paufi^i juf.the.rvT ' 
dejice} for , uri.ylihEyiiyh.w, their.iudig.na*- . 
tipn mult be ai’ditled, aiid -fheif jvdtice . 
diice thcm not urdy to iiudiMXiefendant 
giulty, but to bnljjct on him ns feyere »; 
punifliment ^ tlity Jvbr had pHiRy]icoS afiy;' 
perfon convicted Inform thm >f jtb'gh 
Cib.nies. anTM ifd^m^ahq.rs : ‘S . 

As foon a? Mr, Rox cdheluderl, tins 
Couniel for Miv HzubpgH mlbfmd/the.; 
Court* that Colijnel Ttijicri wlianvi 
con fen t of t he Managers, they prppplcci tQ 
examine 4i?. ^^cne.ejfk <>'1 bvlniif hd' the^r. 
clienr, after waiting in tow-Abtvvb.yeari,’ 
bad departed butT</?^? <%'; . ^ - 

'j’lve Couit rob?'aLJuul pab four,;, i 
Their tordlbips then adjoiirntd j 
the, LoM Cbahcelior ■having reluineci the 
\Y'>t)Kack hi the floMle .of .tortls, tlu' 
furtiicr cuuiiderm.'ob of the Trial of 
Wal'rcn Haltings, Etq* was uj«>» mprio<» 
put o(F uati I die ‘ F li R s t. T tJ f s d a y i n tlie 
^ESSlO.N/pf PAltblAMENT, and il 
imdTage lent to the CojyyMt)bt 5 to a^quaipt 
them therewuh. 


^HOMINESIT PASS.ACES \n Mr< Fox’s Sf CiCCH^ 

Perhaps po Other m.in than Mr, .Fox e/a.uid have rendered fo fatiguing aXubje^at, as his 
funqfming up of the evi^^tnee on Mr. Haftings’s 'iVialj i» the Bnalletl degree produiSHvocf 
aught'that might charm attemion, or incite his hearers m endur^riCe of its iiidw. 

That amidil this , barren walfe lome happy wanderixii^s of the fsuicy might vhecc and re¬ 
lieve, they w ho knew tvir. Fox will eably believe. Such an .oratot could never purTw.? 
obje£l forjw and not difptay the cdervefcence of his mind, the prodigaiity o. powers, 
that mu.ft illuminate and embeUifh whe>xver men. ph.dofophize anrl feel. 

Upon tile comparifon of his own talk with ihofe of his feUovy-ManagefS, h3 troket cut 
very ftnciy indeed with the fafeination of their fubjetffsj 

La,., Of 'XM 
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! cxpuinon QX Pi-Jnce&s the ddiruBlon of FCIngdcni?, «Jei^..lat;on m If^rovincHSa 
^t'labSt* fhhit of‘ Arohilioa dryina; up th« foiunaias of ?e''t!lity, .ind vvithtiira; 

' h-nv^ia'aceof Nature—while at if'i iionUI la-rch the very foil fjcJ;«ied with accui 
- in ', tlifmay—th'Je wete ruf»j-ot> ^vhich, fprin^ani; fion» a friv\<l mirAcl, 

'dji- g •ibi-f’if, the lu?ou ;ut(! f Ncikd aiti'ntion'm horror- 

" (L\(\ Tvtr. have ho fuch (Vrliiceoients fbr captivation—Al'i f Can hope .for Is 

tHc'i.'ir'h’duence ^nd the refilllefs uvaferry oi Ttiuh^-rupoiiot to aU ' ornamew^f 

<r,.'Iv’ u-inc'jgni'y a*Vj Concur dc'ctdr; upon Jhs cauil* Yes, rrsy LovfJi, I'{o'n iUivbii'ious oht|t; 
f., , 10 fl'MpUy ill ihn I aui prc*pJ)r'jii to prove. I am anJhwiu nrtly left oi'n’ifuoii fl^ould injure y* 

p, ’ ' 1 u'^ f^i.xnn.'lnds di’'|i)iivc mn of ^hoie argi^inents Nvhich orw niewory is, alter'dJ, iierhaps-tr:-' 

iafftchirit.K ' ' ' ■ ■ '. 

Ipdn the aVgiifhcnr ftir Divine Jr>t<.rpofu;on to difenver Mwdrr'pa'O- all human expelS.^- 
t-Mi, he vei yquoted Judge Buil'jr’s ndclrefi to Dcnnelhh,Such a fmtirrrezit; 

limed \'r, fox) added o iplenclour nearly hofyu>tcg.il that we 

i'l'gCT.' V ;, ivjy hc^^d,^, happy i!» it for theN vjiM., thpt the peiifitratin?: ot'Prii't-dened' 

r^fu cties'.tfuT ill ihe daik 'ien \ “here he Ivi-'? ft) iie'd'the runwrYfivanccs Con^,' 

n-z-fv", dir-.im corni.Hw'fito* / ray, ih.^t, bunVm^ ihc fe<rccy of guilt, oiives the criminal 
ir:,nti *ro'r.r r.fV}Tion »nvD Kpi ttloru "* 

He ri^jt hdh iiK ^ '.''vlul in .‘iMrrlng to ilie corfufi.on of iJ.CCotints fome-of 'd.'hich wem 


’id oi) 0 -tfJP 5 i,t/e nlnr*'iOjud''iO rtifinn, Hnidqo, aud Ipr lft:~*-a'B!4bd4ike c6rV^-. 

If^::«turu, vvn,?re'e^cfy diing, cvrn'to ftlnringei'.s, ' ' , . 

“• or ciiifUy fjCr.'/* 

“'Lite 1 NhriM-k of f'um.T, that the rdhh'er fniKbc our the preferable tohfeurtty of and 
• fV'j'—ihe' 'iiur rhi/rtneh'. of nij^ht n'lore eriliiy perforated than fuch kv artirieial opacltj 
thc'lnjh' oVoitwv^^ry pictc-.d <,virl ' giV.^tvr cerraiUty iJrtiugh 'the one than tits other* iiirtf 
M:. fox) ddes thib ddighc In IrtvoiiitioM and a, uffuadr, f bro'/ 

/Trup-i tn i apparent. h\y pUrpoVes are dhrcA, his iTufemems ohvioa’;^,—^int.'jgriiy can hw 
. ncthieg to'k'i-r, ^venc.;n nev-rir mlfconflrue,''’ ' ' _ > : .'’ 

'%U\'s^hol■- ■{')>'. r.:-;Ht'vUi)'’h'ad cornpaied tlic ciTiCe ifeld by C/miga Govmd '5Irrg to ^ 

. • ' JJiithh CfMn;elIur{iiip of the Lxclie{]n.-iiwn n-:y Loiis (e;yc1airned Mr* Fo;<), the power 
by the molt unHg’lts rtfi'l ofdhcfc who hi?ve filied thac’high tra\ion—'tu-c: molt potent 
fltiurighcr, theWcparch wl ok^ confi lerice he has enjoyed, has bcert 
' ir.re.^jy Itnd fhilnjcs Into 'ho'tbin.'T in 'the coiriparifon of the au.hoaiy df tin's rnanJ 

Bletlltl in C/od Jar it (cried theOrntCf), here every rp£.cies cf posver is anierjidiic to th?; Re»>- 
pitroOf-itlv'.: ■Buc;y.~-' 'Kxtorri.jn hfre curmoi ravire iin”eprcivett> and Otuelr.y cun t;evrr conte 
with'Ryrcr tD th« t/ni of iViiJrc’flefs Rapacity, ’ Hcte, .Revenue intuies PiX>tc'^ticrr--fccurb/, 
fh.-ii: v/ha- la is reniintd witlrdiC’bcilufance, the vigilance of Gaverriineno-'^-the ftncli^ 

^iory of ih 5 R'(>j)kv^ . ■ ' 

Anudin;> t:« \'lr, l{?i(Cnp:$ reafenii for the abolition of the'Provincial Councils, ihm tliny 
f'K, were ificapuhitfi of \!aty, fadiou.-}'and rtiforderlyj, he broke put thus i^etnly ‘^Arid ye^. 

\vf.*:e tlci mej4 k !iOni, at‘.another time, tfds Cxavcrnor-Oer'^ral affcrmcd i.f'tn* unfuc« 

‘ not iVoCn tiitir own dele^l.'>, hut tilt' iricunvonitmc-r or ditir rfiutc.s, fhr.lb offices todl 

■ v.fildi'lr; I'.;*!! pre.Vioi'.ily a'pphuderj—ai:.d acc.;!-vh:og!y he hnd prefervsd the IrtcohflHcnc'y tb( 
M .niricl^—foi ho had, at the aholMon of tliu' • iV,, rcc^ n.ni.hthd Ibme to gratui'iic.^- 
brlv-Vs to ficuaucns—r'lhac thus, might be re.V/arc^d with ti Penfion, opd tacapacity ’ 

‘.■''u'jta'a'Pl.ree.—'He accdrrflm^fy nomln'^rdtl Cung^'Covina Sing’ Dev:rm,“vrhfffe natur.e rR:v;tj'r; 

- ^flarted.ac atroVity i 'and, in cornpiete^naockery 4;r Veilraln t, gays'him liis owi1 Ri. as ^ ; 
cbeclcapCn f'lc enormities. Xairis diil this Savage tyriimuy.e over tho 'lands 'and [r« : 

■p}i*,fy.„^ver Nro've.^ liVes cf mJlior.^, npibn’w) »^ his ve-igeanec might lnui moment'alight;; 

“ fvi 'Whom Iks toitt-tres Premeditation bad pt:«:p.uc-d.'^ ' ' * " 

' ' And now, coming to the 1 magi nary defences of Mr. HaPirgs’s Ccunlei, in a fine vein Of ; 
fjviire ait;i^' Rvcj'iv—“ -Let R:-g por'fnink'W to deprecate' (fdid hey one mode ni defence: 

.ivhich vvill, J'tenf, %e kt up ! . in God’s rarfie, let me not be lold dh'C’.£t vidaiioh 

'fifkiw., the reji^aion of hdlrndiidns, Is only-v'^rt of a fylRwi which Ire has nev-gr 
fwervcd'-~^tbe cor.rtant fjorn'of fl -ikltiffi ! the feoff of the n.ciCi-ntilu dircdk'fn's 

of hbi fY>3af.-rs'l To HJcJi a pka-, J R>ouiclhe at a iofs icr a fsphcft'^kn,. f f he claim cont]'- 
nuanci oi pFefc?ipLiv«'d.Ubbedlence, ’AncVaetfulJoiaiaix iiligality, he w^i leave me svUhovt JA 

., fftiOrt, Vvv'■. ,./: 

“ I wll! not, like the Countei 'lRld others In Us vengetin r-e ^ h^f 

J, do actcVidrly ptitrk'ulai'e'.Vvhiahi havv ail^rrc 4 :, Ujw^n: hid —may th-p' 

nrm of «h,it Cod they have invoked fnl] . heavily ityoo me, anh maU me, livir.g the (com -of 
> IhVhing nHinumentof his ^.r.gs^, whole awi'ib.-fi Is Truth, and fron* whom the pU:?^; ■ 

‘lltUhmfint of IvIRiiO'yi is alfured,*’^ y ‘ 
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A NEW PARMAMENT (in conf^qLVMKo 
■ of ih« Oiif*>l'Xioo of ihf ibrmfer by J>i:j 
Majefty’s Proclnmution) having t,ikit:n ,->}.?ce 
fiifiett th<? Aojouiv:vr.u;N'i' tb r.!i'' 

Co u R T of Pa k. l [ a hi y. n t on W k o v. 'i s i » a v 
J wwK i'^QOf vvivs iunimoned to uneet («ri 
the z 5 ihof Ji^ovyrnb'sr fo'lovviiig, when Ivlii 
Majetiy u|>ei»etl th« Soilic>n with a MoR G*a- 
cicitis Vpeooh . 

in ctiilequcnce, hnwrcver, of the time 
taken lip in elstiVaig a Spkakkr ami fw^irar*- 
ihg inHi'lt MaitiiiKcp, the: Houss, ofCo Mmons 
sSivI not t/hve h.U Majetty’s bpftfch into coin- 
until ■ 

T^jESOAY, Nov^^o, 

%vhen Mr. li k jri,, prev ious w the q«e^* 
tioo of the Aelilrefs, thought it miglH be cxi. 
peifJej] that h# fhouhl draw live attunhon of 
the Houle to, that laercd pi«i?dK>e oJ' virtue, 
fpinf, and firm pcvfevfraiict, which tlw> kte 
Hovde of Ct.Hnwons had, with its rfyirtg 
hrsatlt, htqueinived to them, their fuect(Toii;. 
It Win vabi()it?ary> ho kocW;) aiul he moch 
r<dpe^i«'l tlve in the beginning of 

» Strtjun, live eii;p»fcfrii>ns of' the diity and ut.. 
caqhmeht ths? people Vt> their Sovereign 
RimJld precede any oR'.cr dcdaratiixis j htit the 
«sxprcflri<)ii for whiclv they were now catled 
upon, W.is that of aud Attachment co 

*’thole principleis of virtue and jufticc^ and thofe 
ties ofTympathy and ivjroanity, congenml nnd 
cioitinupn to the fed'ng^i of all g<M>d meti, 
winch hound Ihcui to eacli other, and vvete 
fine aioi-.e iniport.'iat as far as thry regarded 
ti\e benefit am’, policy of this country in par^' 
ik'ular, hni the- honour and inierefVof ivumfiti 
naiuve in general The late Paalrmieni l»ad 
fhewm nohle^ and! w liar would prove rm 
jifumortal inliance of honour, feelin?., ryid 
generous patrioCilm, uilhy Impeachment in» 
Ihiuted agaiuft a Chief Guvernor, who had 
alndtd tile .vruhority ir,veiled in him, and 
brongl?'.; reproach upon the name. 

Such ol tlicm us were reuiri’-.d into the 
liiv'-iW.iibjhiirneni wouid, ke douhicid: run, per» 
levere in tiiu fame principles } and he hoped 
the new Members, who had not yet pariici- 
pated nt that honour, woiild ivot tiiffcr them.^ 
lelvfft to be fiirpatTwl in doty, lionnar, r^r 
patriotilm. The renewal of that tr'.al was, 
'at thw cb'.ie of the lull SnOion, fixed for ttu.- 
Ji/yi ''U’-fiUiji in ihls. It lo h;ipp«^i)cd t.luu the 
picfeoi was the day app*jirded, but that thy 
Tw IV. ‘ . 


Commons were tsr;ahft' w hifvr.d,' both from 
tfiere 'oot h.'jving rime *V>|- hvenru^ir Inrdf 
tlu: ^tv-imhcivs, and that rj.fivrdt ;uKi decency 
1 squired the fpvech of the Suv> asioyr 
Ihovild l\ei aofwcred 't.vithan Adckcls, anctricc 
to their entering rjpoj-?. any o«hfr meahue, 
it waiioh rh'iii griiond of i--f j»edl, ufuliMihicvIly, 
t hit the fubje^iof the Adtli eii Cly.mhi pir;;t<xte 
ihe, Ivnpe who-'ent ^ for^ imporaric ns tt - 
ediy was, ltd) of tome importance tliac 
whiefi inv-jKu'uCihc uv;creli, iho honou'-', the 
chu'M^lar, and jHMlj.qv.* die oi.the 

tiuiuiry, and thv rqpuu that ff.vouid he paid 
t*'vlie IV fcfiyite of po(U;riy. Whatever ni- 
nK'ur o;- fuij'ioivui may fuggdf., he was tim, 
iwrpared fo fav vvhclhor th-s cironndVancrt 
'iVixi meuiu fn.m another quarte»''(tiut L urib,), 
ft>r rho tnirtuvle of ,iut<5U*opung w’, dellro'ung 
a fVtjfccnt.ou svh.ich Hkj p'-oph; of 
h^uuiM^ hy means of tlieij ReprekniAttvrs, 
had t^ivuight it sheir diky to inftitme. But 
Ru-uld fm;h uii imentirfri hcattevopled to lx? 
c-icnetd into c]T:;4t, i>‘ vv’ivuld crkuiUerihc ho- 
-ounr, the ehe 'txiibnc^ of the 

Htiulc Gi Commiwis, urid theip importance .n 
the fcale of iicgiflatioi), to for ev«r an- 
tuhilated. 

.U wm mn hisqintentiGn fo lay nnore upot).- 
this fuh‘{e<a at piefi-nt, hat hv apply/'vp in¬ 
formation hi the S£»r Aktt« , tvhoAvm in fo 
grenv-a degree the fejXilitory of the pfiviteg^^s 
atKl intkjifirtuki-.ce of tluv Hou(a, and hoto 
opinion, bhfides tvis high faiKuioa, maU W of 
greiat 'U'eiglit, from his pevfim;^vp qu4j5f;.34 ;,5 
to know iv'herhcr tlwj preceding? «;f 
ttwj Houfeof Commons in r|i 4 u;afc«f tbclma 
pead\mtr>t of ivir,, HA^fiNOs wa? to h#. 
attested by any '^Tangemcntsnf time made by 
tU:vE ti^ibonal Nfore which they h id c;irr»«hl it,. 

.The Speaker ifKprtIfad Id.N .'it 

having an opportunity of dltl.rriog fully, »ml 
in the molt upHualified rn.m'U r, that ibe dif» 
folutlon of G, I'.irhvnifiH Cfmkl lux, by the 
Cntulitiitkvn of Gf tat djlujlva at th« 

fume time uti mtaCnrej, or iitfcO »h any de» 
gree lU: cim^n^t of an Impeachment in 
which they were difjvokd to pn\;ceU-^ Ha , 
hinted at the f,mm tirne an opioiriiti;. that ihc 
opinions or Comlodi: of 3ni>thcr Haaf<i were 
ruu advi'rfe to ilieir remoAuig protMcd/ogs on 
that. fnbjeiH fliuuld it however beoiherwik*, 

wtMiUl urquuiioriJsMy bcicQr.m the luhjr^i 
\)f very ,(firious aitenuyn iii itjAt Houfe. 

.. ^4 ' Mr\ 
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\tt mt forry that tbe fubjedl 
b«evi nioiuion«U j for lhoiii)<3 tb« 
hy Mr,. Bttrke b-^; reAlifed, 
Uh^femfe mod confi^r it*? privil jgt;? to be 
v<!ry grievoufly hwa'ed. He could »ot, 
however, think that the other H jufi^ had 
that ?fi coii>t«mpUtu)n ? and, as there wa? no 
othergrmind tbi^n notice fhoaH be 

given of Uie time on vvli‘eh .< mikion of fwch 
cbnfequehce ,if J>t rteceliary, be 

Mr. Borko i^id, b«was ready to f 
hit opini^'us and a Motiou Vui the Uih^eiVt 
r'toceed>ngs may in fomc 
cal'ci^bken* too Irnej fo in p:hers they may 
ho |vrat!i''atu'i'Ci». X"Xe (tmnhi i.Ue<cforc wait to 
fee w'bether the rumbvh' well foijnUoUj 
avw ifio, give notkft 0^ 

, ■ Tv.i^. 5 .oAV, Be^e^her <). 

Mr. Bhhkbcahedihs wiicntion of the Hoaftf 
io i fabjoa rd'the moll ferious arid important 
naUtre, upba wbu'd>lie;ova^ about to rtiake ^ 
propofal, foruro proccedingSv«~.Thrt he 

aih’ded to the impeachment of Mr. Hafl- 
?ogs wao obvious ; and , (he proceedings he 
Biould pvopole vvere what heconce.vmi would 
hei\ anfwftr the endi of public juaice, as 
well as the honour of this kingdom ; 

nr.d be could Avt that, if (he Houfe cotifi- 
dK>red his pi^op(>fal 3 f/hoce^ m juibce^ and 

<ho tHirjxifes for which it was intended^ he 
wis cerrain, ihni ity^ouUl be adhered t'* with 

the firmiisft’refolutionraod per- 

ffSverauc©, tre hati oi.uUwnied piibiic jidtice j 

tmt whai was eves^ of much more coolciiotmce 
lhaii public juaicf?, ih rviXfll princtpies of the 
conflirutlon, the fundament-Al Jaws, the 
^fage of Parliament, anJ the moft valuable 
f ighiii and privileges of that Houfe, which 
ought to be hc-.kl in tho deareift and mall in- 
e/Wab!e light by every lover of his country, 
deeply invoivcA in the fubjii< 5 f, upon the 
yvnAoagement and mofl aiuplc examination of 
«oVhich he was now to offer his opinion. ^ In 
rt,c?ii'ig this,r be muft recur to the onoals of for- 
nter times for preerdenf, and confider and 
fijcmpare vvhat was theh pra^hf^ul, with what 
it wL^ now n-ioft wife r;nd exp dieat to adbpt. 
The time vyhich chofo ta deduce ins 
gmpto ahd his prc^ecding fmrn, was of all 
others Jthc beft .dapped mr example atul lor 
practice* It was a lime wht^h the laws 
artdiiflg^'sof Parbarn^ot W ‘re perfeaiy uruler- , 

jdocid, ahd a time when ah ve ail otiuns tlie 
Rights and Privileges of the Honfe of Com. 
iuons were fully dVfcitffed, boldly r^^cuo, and 
rorlpictcly maintained and feidcd ; this pe- 
nod was in i aod he would ftare tofhe 
^ tvrafe tho prct'Tedings then followed upon the 
^mp«achmcm of the Lords Wardens, Bela- 
fvic and others: the impeachment of that 
day, howevi-r, on liuichhe meant to liy the 


principal (Irefs, was tl^at of Boird UsintvyM 
which was as much In point at prefeat as anj^ 
cafe could be, and perfedHy analogous jn its ! 
circuo'ilianccs, ns far as related to the elfe<5l 

of a diifolution of Parliament, While a trial 

by impeachment was pending.'—* Mr- Burke 
here read the vote of the Hoafo of Cnmniorus 
in 11678 upon Lord Dauby’s impeachment, 
which had been interrupted by a dillblution 
< 3 f, Varliament, ' and W'as contioued by ihi-s 
vote, which he nWAnt to lake as a prccedclit 
aiu example in Idnduifiir.g the future pro¬ 
ceedings rieUtivo tothe fvial tdf VVarren 
»ngs. 'rbe vote war, Th' < aCornmittee of 
th's Houfe be nppmnted >0 examine andtak^ 
iidoctinluferation the fiM ocee ^'Ugs of the. iMlc 
Swfhoo of ihelalt P/irliiimenti AHcJihatche ikid 
C003 iTi jitee do reiH'rl to this Houfe to- morrow .*? 
Mr. Burke fnid, he 4 »t,l not rnean that any 
Cojinniiitee ibould be appoiurt'd to examvoe 
all the craufdchws of the liB ScOion of the lali ’ 
Piif liament j hot as far asreiated to die trial of 
Mr. Halfings, he meant to ntvake this vote his di^ 
redlion; aruhconfideriug the magnitudeandeh^ 
import^iucooi the fi)hiedl,the tii raoefs and pre- 
cifion tfiat might to mark the tieici mintltiun of 
the Honfe upon it, and the fcHous confe- 
quences that muB Ldaiw that determinaciuii, 
he thought il pro^*"/ ca give timely notice of 
hi'i interttiurj ; for though there wa^ a full 
Ilimic npuhh«t**pe<Reda, much fuller foqn 
and full indeed he wdhed it po be,» when fo 
great a quedioti tvas to be difcufled. He then 
n^toved, •**' Thnt'iOn t(vmtvm>w fe'enight thia 
Huule dordblve Ufelf Into a Commikeeof lh« 
whole Houfe, in take, inny confideratiwi tha 
Hate in which the irnpe.achment of VVanein 
Haflingsvf hp lareCovernov Genet'al'(»f Bengal, 
was left at t bcdllfolucion of (lie Lirt Barliamtint, ’ ■ 
TheChuMcelior of iho Exchcqii®*' and 
expreflhd bis rendinHs toxoncav in. tlie motion 
made by the Right HtHi. Gwtlemau, .becaufe 
ir was fo pn)|>etly and cautioqfly worded as to 
merit his entire approbation; he iikcwif<i 
conceived the ixmiuruobc abfoiutely noceffaryj 
and that U would: nradace a mofl jeripus and 
ample, difoidDun, and a foUd .and uoaUerable 
deterrrsinaturo upon one of the grftateft points 
ilMt ctndd curae before that Honfe. What 
particularly [deafed hinni in the motion was, 
that it went omirely tothe cJciired pnrpofe ot 
deciding upon the gcner.u quefiidn, if ibet’* 
couKi be any doutMS upon it, for he bad none, 
cmuinraing the laws aud ufage of JVliamenf 
with regard to Intpeachments, without 
down I \ io(e wl JO might exf^refs tlieir tjpifdou^ oii 
cithn-r iide, or who rnight entertain doubts as 
taanyactpnefe'oicein the proceedings iluit may 
bo proppled oCi adopted in any particular im¬ 
peachment, VkhIi iiV iarigun.g€ and reafonjitg, 

' Mr. Pitt fire'i^dbencd the. arguments and 
opiniop ot Mx, Burke, and was particularly 





to"keep the general parh'OAy 

''"I'inil from any particular cafe ; be e;£prel - 
^.... his own feintiments to be tfiiiite Jecitlitil 
and clea*" from dn».;hts; and he wooUi, when the 
proper lime caoae, miike them known to the 
Houfe. He approved mvich of the notice; • hnt 
had been given; and, whatever cloubtfj any 

Oeatkman might IritH^dpom 3 : tVibjei^ of fo 

greacimpormnee, he thought the Hoiiic. was 
alvv,.vs enritJed to Iwe due notk'ii: before any 
motion, that could tend to bring on, a I'erious 

difcviChon, waj, made;. o - 

IWr. Ballard fau), that before fneh a motion 
had been made, in his opinion, another might 
have been adoj^ted, which would entir^dy 
j)recUttie the neceffity of Ui.it propofed by the 

ght Hononrahie Gentlematu It .wf at, h?? 
fai-h to bring tm> to be fure, a very Jerjous 
and perhaps flnngerons difcnUioir, 
might creatodifpiites that ought to be ‘^voided, 
and that ho could not fee any rn;cehity to pro¬ 
voke,. H>s way '^'^ouid to iV-.tc a diff-urjait 
motion, that certainly ought to come on firil, 
becauire upon tha refnit hb motion ds.- 
pended the nuceflhy, or oiherwi% of the 
Ki^iu Honourable Gencl'eruin’s. it was, 
that the Houfe flionld cuiiUdiir whether they 
ought to go 00 vviili the i\t?peachment of Mr. 
Haftingiior not, auci by deaiiTohiing on this 
C[w.iVboa at mice, they wpuid either give it 
wip, or then iC would he tima enough to con- 
feder of fviture pfoceedmgs* Ho faid, he was 
p/irtic».'iarly averfe, to any pnice.editJgU'Jat migl-kt; 
occahun d.mgerous difputcs which be ' 
hadiiliudedtc^ and wlvidi he thaught night 
bftvcry fatal in tlieir conCeqacncts, and atUie 
Gviift time Vi^ere eafUy to,bo avvided^ by taking 
a di'ccf queftion upon ihe.fnhj'.oH,, .’tnd .oci; an 
ahttria onctliac coaW lead to, difagrecniept, 
wlnrcver ophiiorts might be given upon it. 
Mr. Bayard followed this idcifbr Ihme lime, 
when he fat down. 

Mr* Pitt role a lecand time, ^nd ftrongly 
enforced lie had before obfervcv]l j he vvas 
much ngainil the idea darted by the Hon, 
Ce.ntlernm, that U'le motion ttn abftraifl 
quefboo j ho confideret} it as one of the great- 
ell tliat had been ef'cr hronght forv/.^rd in that 
Houfe, and ihoL k involved in the difcuirum 
and detcrodnarion wiatiers nf the grea’.ed 
weight, as wliatevcr might' be the opinioa 

of any Gemlemao in paiiicuiiar cafot', that had 

nmhing to cio with this inicvetlitjg general 
point} and whatever detern^inHiioo the Honfe 
came to upon it, and he could not heUeve that 
Shtoe could be any ilifhcuity about that deter- 
minatinn, it muft ho a fohd, firm, and unal- 
terabk decifion, that .is, hoc only to be eamreJ 
into, but adhered to in the (Iriadl ana oaoit 
folernn manner, as a fuicd and c.flabhO’ie.dlaw 
of Pail lament, tliat had been deliberately con- 
f^dcred and fully difcufltd, and that, they had 
fti hi pifcdgesl thendislvcs to abidiJ by* 



Mr, Ihiflard aUi argued as Issfotc, 
tlut with regard to lb® 
of Parli'^ineuf. upon ao }in|>cav?<ni‘:'inr, )yf^ 
peved, as well ail ihofe Oenilemeii who hi.d 
fpoken before, that r.tiere was not .'i doubt. in 
fh'.iC .Houle 5 hosv;Vv<iT,, be did the Icl.^feei 
any necollky for tbe^ltight Hon. lioUtltTLU.vik* 
mod DU. He Vi'a<; and aKv,ays would bDUg.uufl 
Brofig refoiunuos aud (!i.-it4rmiuauuns of*' 

Houfe, tk-.< were likei/ co promaD difpaics, 
and couUi not pevbaps bdioiIo,wsd up r for his 
par!;, if be at any rim« ngrewl evith the Houfe 
in fuch proceedings, it would busvith aiij:c"4 
dstermbacioti to ke&p to them, and not going 
.into them merely Kir the fakv of difentUng an 

que!\iou^;n tlud'e pnjcredings, which ' 
they might afterwards hud they could not 
abide by,. 

Mr. Milford feemed to agree with thei laft 
rpeaker, ciik’ refhid his argumertt upon ij« ■' 
propriety of refert iog new ivlenubet.s.lo th® 
proceedings of latl Vaui^'ment, wlvo h« 
t,h(n>glic were no <ways bound to know Vi'iJait 
had hap jiff uid .In th^^s: Hciulc, vvheii they werw 
, not Mcmhery of \u 

. Mr; flurke to give every inforiTsSv. 

lion thjft could be wanted j and as ti jok <.»«'.«,cU-. 
'men had been alluded :o who were navy 
Members, be meont to move, that the cw’ci 
Uft Refolutioni. of dUi laft Kiihamcnt might 
bo read ,) which would Chew, in ih« tirlt,, 

' their def’re, as fpcedily :^3 .ponihlc, Co bring 
ih<? obietis in view by thHHn!pe.;dih»nnt to a 
detevndnation agreeahiu to found judgein^of 
.Ind impartul juOice j and m the fscoml, 
their firm ru'id lb-;.ujy refolution to foUoiv up 
that impeachr.u nt till the ends of nnticna.! 
houour and khrirntial julhee tvere fully fa- 
.tiVfied. lie then adverted to what Mr., 
BafUrd had (aid about ihy a*'fln)*5t; quefl/orjj^ 
and forming Refoliuioiis upou dilcullk.'u ihaB 
they might afterwards recede fri:tn. He (aide, 
that a general iiidgcmenroTurt be had in uU 
cafes, before :my particular [kVuiI; could b'Si 
decided np^l.a v and he niTured the Hon. Outi^, , 
ejenurn that (here no meaning cii Ills 'll 
part, uorhe ihciughf ‘^'>7 P-'U't of the Houfe, ' 

io bring on.d.fcwfiu'ns for the puipole or cr«- '■• 
adng difpures, or (if^h aJ^inglUfo’ulions riict,. 
if once f;m<SVione,d by ciie wudom and autho¬ 
rity of tha!: Houfe, they would over receJa 
from j hi? knew it to be oiherwiA?^ and that 
t]:v% would be nioll fdlemnly and 
adheredlo,, 

Mr. Burke was going to move, That the 
Kefolutions of lad Farliiimeni. be read, . 

Mr. FeX: tot up, and did n<'.t mean co op- 
pofe readingTlmfe papers, but rofe in conf^e- ; 
qntnee of; what had fallenfro.m jjh' Hofu Geo- 
llerhAu refpeiftirig tlK; ignoraoccof new Mctn- 
hers on fuVpvlIs dKouiK^l '.n former Ritrlir')- 
menta. He f:dd, >t ;v Cv &idci fiond that every 
Engliditnau is to be acqyaiated wilih the lawa 

■■ 8-3 , ‘ , .«f 
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5i«rWQc;?i as wtth xhe Inws ot 
f }i]n<i./If \m iiadi n^.uer beta in Parliament 
-time, i\a woulO h.wu tliought U his 
dffitjiWktwnv, aud it ceVtaialy was Uie duly 
of ftvary Bniabi in know, the bws 

avid Uw vi)t«soi Fai'bavntatif^ Avhich were and 
to toe as tu!ly promujgared as any Vaws 
whatever. 

Mt, Mitfoi d fai 4 ' a fe^v words in cxpla- 
Hiailoa. ' 

Mr, Piv';t law no n«cel 1 fty for reading the 
}lewUttiuu5, a»Ki ^viihed to be cleiirly vinder-, 
jfttKjdl whoii ho nieni»oued thar the ohjiwii'- of 
this moihio were to detvrrrnive., in the molt 
iolf'niiH ma»uMn» 14*00 iho genar^d t 

b& ltkewile laid, rlwl i;ti dul ivot confultr tlwt 
dcnw'xniiiatiou as anyway covnictled with a re* 
folwhon taihtr twcarry un orgneupthe parti¬ 
cular trial atludrd to \ in\ jl fuel? a (lung conid 
pojlihly l>e imagmttl, aithat thr trial u asde- 
ninxiitveii by tlve tUlWuCufU oi tfic bit Parha- 
nveiH, he lyul faui'uiiU:ng tu' h»w it w.is to 
be j Im .ivortlcd alt diiculibin of t|i;d 

kind, thoi.gh h"? repb.ued fiiai he did not think 
u doubt cduU exill utvontlie fubje^i. 

The llelolutioiixi Were read by tiie Clevk j 
-after whjch Nir. Barkt ntvatle a few more rb- 
/fctvaiioiu, and hi.*; n.uUonwav, piu atnlcatrled 
«in.mtmocifly. 

A^OUlUv-d- 

Fin r> A Vf l>eGerjlber y 7. 

‘ yUr. order of the day having been rcr*d, 
''-“'^ThaS the Houh^tefotveitfeUi- to aComroit- 
of the whole Houfej (o lake inft» ewuft- 
dfration the State of the XmpCx''A,hn-terrt 
"VVioren HaihngS, IdtJ-'' 

rvif. Biukti fa'ui, he coidd mX fee any 
grojuds for icfirtiog a Tootki). for the Speak¬ 
er to leave the ctuir, and mx>vyd it accoy- 
’'Singly, 

Mr» Baflard r».fe to opptjft iha motiori, 
which Gud.’cmeu would all recoiled fUy 
>!<vki been igiven 10 andcrttinui w as direrdod to 
two po«f>nrfc5-. Fii tf, todeci .re the Right ®f 
th'M Houfe to pKicc-cd in the Sropeachntent^ 
•Ser.omhy, ui. decide vvhnher tlte Hoiife were 
wiM/iig 50 exercilfc the n«iu jind perfeverc in 
ebe prole: ulion. His fur op poling the 
Speaker^ icx'viug itve uh ir, Mr, B.iiiavd laid, 
tfvi!., th.at be h,t;' fvthcr me«ct the ♦pJeftiou in 
The flftt imtanr.ethw give an inch of gr^uiid 
v4> to a ju.dtev ^hA luulld not aj prov**. He 
did n*»t Ciu.rnve ih 't the 1 ) ifuuition </ the 
' Farh.^men^ aSfrdted fhe right of the Oim- 
m m of Efij^hdul to pt*nV.i ni the Tmjyeacli- 

\ he ci.aUiinu tlractnrt why 

Q^jeh'ob w;»s called r. r, »>r' ilj.)»igh!;rie- 
C'. il.vno ho Huufr. fhouiU 

flWy xo paitfi.-it (Oltvadl xjudbon 
' wi Ih'rtir lurAiV.'ih, fic ti'iprd tli.-y iniold pef. 
fevnv w.'it -tw (lio Idh I-' idfp the Huufe of 

■Uifd% di#'y did ;'gir 5 :, ih^y ivrghupi^al 


to the people. If he caiiried Im motion, 
meant alierwardfi to move that Mr. Half ngs’s 
trial he put off till ibitulay fix momhs, Th« 
prefent Paitiameur, heing a new one, v^ould 
do ■woU ui profit by the proceedings of th* 
fono&f. They would do well to }> lufe be* 
fine they cenfeoted to adopt an Impeach- 
ment to which, hut from repiort., they mufl 
he ntter grangers, tet them look into f.l»c 
Journal, and tt>ey would tipd falfehnods in 
the Refidmionsof tb? I.’.fl Pafluinienr j t!v 3^ 
would find K«:foHitii>ns of orn; chy dii‘e<iily 
coii'^radkJting tlv* Rofonitions in'aviotheir, Firff, 
•wtien it was reCtdveil to impeach Mr. Hall- 
ihgSf fndiii had beeti reprefeiited ivi 3 dcrert, 
l^nverned upon a corrupt and ruinous fyllem, 
xvhli,,h mull nefxlTnih'-u'on hrins an tis do- 
Afterwards, W’ben nnothor of>Je<H 
was in, vijrw, they had resolved that India 
%vA^ in 9 mott ftum dlbag ftite. He confetfod, 
‘^Jr, Bailard fatt', tn.it tie had been one of 
llvofc who voted for ihe impeichncieiit of 
Mr. i laflirgs; but he,had given his voce on* 
dor the expedl uion that Mr. Hirtings'3 fyllem 
of i:?iiv«r»nneni bad been to be done .ixvay,t 
niii| 7 i very different fyftcm cflabliflied in its 
tie^tk But had that been the cafe ? Mull 
Certahily not* ‘i'be Board uf Contmul, btt 
fo.uid, faoilioned the old fyftem, aud con*- 
firmed all Mr. HaRtogs’s meafures. On 
t bar account, and becaufe he Could m>t re- 
conede fixch eomradiCHons, ho retraiftett bia 
opiiooo, and repe/xted ihat he had been de«- 
ceired ir:to fupj>«Mt»ng the ifrhH^ 3 ch<t>enit. H« 
coidil ivit look at Umj impeacbTOeoi, and for¬ 
get ceri.ain corufiimlonal pi•wlcipI^}t: that were 
implanted in his brenfi. Ht rccoUtifled, that 
one artfcleof the Great Charter of our freedom 
was, that uo Englifhnian fhould have excef- 
iiv*c fines Hhpofed on him, nor fhould ar.y 
man undergo cruel aiui unheard of punifh- 
nvenlj, be his crime ever fo great j and ai 
great vvas, that every man who was 
aecnfed fhould have lire moil fpeedy means' 
ofioided him of accjnitia) or condemnation. 
I'hefe pi iociples had been alt gH*fly violated 
iia the cafe of Mr. Haflings, He had been 
(or {firce years together expofed to the tyts of 
bis f«Uow*ruhi<.i<Jla a» the gre tell vill-in m 
ttjc wwldj comparing^ the lrngih of time 
lhat it would take to go thnmgh the re¬ 
mainder of the Articles, it wonld be one-and* 
twenly years before Mr, iiyfiings could be 
put upoo lih defence j andj ailoiVing the fanre 
time as his ilccuiers bad taken, forty * two y«:fr» 
*vould elaplV before rb'.y would havegi i to 
that pemd> and then ih'-'-re ■wtjuld bo a reply- 
from i^bc JVhu'iayers of a few ye.nrs more, be¬ 
fore the Lords eoulJ conclude the whole .ind^ 
give jndgriniliC, Lei Gcuilemen coufider 
what inUfl he ihe feeling? of a man ivht* 
idrpfvlf ikcirfetj and held up by h bigU 

at) 
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n mihatlxy as th:\t Hoofcji io |*'nWtc exec'^” 
1^1 greaii:',^ Vvllam on oju th, wirh^Jut n 
of'an opportunity of c.lc*^ring himftdf j 
for ivh-rre vi*as the prorpeit of iVt^r having th ic 
'op|)f»rturijTyj cr.tit!«6?sij a*; (tjal tvAd boen ? 

If thermou’e the impfcMC'tnHoU w'»:R' coru'tivi- 
a(l> it con!d not bur 0 |>eiaiei as the mi)f>T <ryel 
aiKi unheard ollbrture. iVJrKlJaCtJrcl complain- 
vd oftbe majmcr itt WhicIi the Cliargeti ha<j 
bt^en prvfnrfrii ■'ntd car vied up 10 th<J bar of 
tlitf iXoufivor Lords .* voted ottfc day, brough-t 
in iha next, adopted .tlnrnjft v/itLont reading, 
and hm'ried away to the Lordsy Severai of 
them iK’ere aOuafly never read to the Houle. 
Ciudd then a ntw P.irtiament caLenpon tliem*- 
• felvcs to go on vcich tlie mipeachnvent ? 
’Shtuild they, Mr, Badard faid, rejrdt the 
n-npeachment, Mr, ^iallivtgswould ]n con* 
ftquence hav® itic npinotiinon of one Hv>nfe 
of Conimon? againlt thti coaduijtof the otfvir, y 
together witihtJie appiohatioa of his employ¬ 
ers, and of the former KoiilV. of Conmittos 
3.5 fii' as their fithtJu'.ions went* Wlven the 
power ofthe Hout'e, inilead of be.ini' tti-ft pro- 
lei^tor of'nnocence, was ni.adt' the terror ol the 
accused, Mr. HartardYakl, away avitb fuch a 
iyiiem of jufticc j tih tvoukl bgv<; no:hj/ig to 
do with it* The CoufL he oWe'eved,,' h.i«l 
undergone a change, of no lefs than forty bf 
deaCti. He mentimw.d the aclvantage the pro- 
fecuiorji had in hringini^ 'forward i heir Ah’it- ' 
melfbs, wboreas by i(ia vontf© of Nature ^rmy 
of them nnghc d(‘<»p off before Mr- Haftiugs 
covild he put m bis diifence. Jt bvitl been 
faiii, that the !mi.v:achn.i«ut tivight. to be pro- 
c«eded in for the iionotir of the lai't Houfe pf 
Coirn;t%:ins.. , Mr. Hafiafd faMj ho tljought hut 
ittk* pf liveiv luinour vvhn had dealt in fucb 
igfofs cnncradidlions. Tho ohjec’k of all pu- 
.joirtiount Wats Che pm'<'ntrvnrof erirnes j but 
the dropcilng nf the imj'ft.H'.hmetih he oblerved, 
"•cuaW nor b-s irt»;ndui with any ill cwife- 
qtionces, h’-xa\:V,. anoth.vr nwdt of jiidic.-mre 
having been intlituied, whic rifid liappened 
could uoc b;.pp; n agai-, He r,omi'b'.ij*;vt of 
the laipiopilnty oi Icnditig the weiglit n# tli.i: 
Hoofe u» crufh an indiuuUud ; tbertr were 
thiife, he IVkI, who wilhed the trial at amend 
w bo would vote for the-tv-ieOion, if nvixed 
pp in the prisib^r^ei ol the* 2L>uf«, They had 
no right therefore fo take Mr. Hafhngs lo 
their aid. J,m|'.ea(.h'T5'-’rit;i, lie oh!erv-rd, had 
.received a deep wound, and rcquiied the 
balm of moderation to be poured in lo 
ht-al it. Mr* Baftard made a few more oh- 
ferv'Uions, and condudod vt'itb oppoftng 
the Speaker's leaving the chair. 

. Colonel xVIadcod, after dnclrn'lng th:>the rofe 
lo fecand the motion,' laid iomnivng to p^ r- 
f(.»n:'d to Mr. Bvuke, that he v.ms called t<» 
I'orde.r, and mfurmed fi;om tlic Chau', dial p -1 - 
ifwiial i't'fkdlloni oti any ^<knib2,r wsri? not 



ai'iowed. The Colonel f.pwln'j'ied 
Hnufe, ar.d faid, he w'liheii noi; iw b,- dj 
ykrly/bur though no man a'dmir.d {fie al^- 
tits iitul the '/•iitiK'S of live Right ffon. Gen- 
tlemd) more th.m lie did, afrep vvhiL bid 
paRevl rtr.'pedifg Mr. Ha'ting^, |,e irvi'igined 
ho hiivi gone too far. 'Lho Riglit Hoo. 
^eraienKiu had now ;:rtf,uUv ^md .mddbnfiy 
avoidedbrmgng ftnw.ril any arguments' for 
hi? motioii, and thereby bJt tha opp^fum/, to 
U to he made by anticipatuxu. He cchifidere-J 
the pi-eient an attenipc to make i/eof f.h« 
privileges of the Houlb' t:>d'Hhoy Mr, HalV- 
ings. 'The Coioiiel agreed that the dilfblufiori 
of the lad'Barbament d d not ..Kre liie Im- 
Tovpveup the i igbch uf chat 
Houle wuultl beta pi.‘t it in tiie power of a bad 
Mhnarch to impede tlie comia of ju'-rce, and 
nvt,;i period to fho Ja0 profecuriou of anyStatiq^ 
colpriCj we ttferrainly had nbi ihM to dread 
irom dur ^ndd Sovereign, but a Charles thv. 
f irlt Ol" a i.imes the Second nrgVx r»"»gn here- 
afierh and theivdore they coriid rac be kio 
jVaibus of then' lights and jirivilegirs. BvU h© 
alked, Was che HiniCft of Commons under ih© 
aecelJjty of kilting on a poor individual^ to 
44 iT)R ibem in aHeriing their privileges'? Th4 
Houk miglu, wnhent that, go into a Com- 
rnktee after t.he Imptachnient was difpole^l 
of, ;?nii bold' 3 conference with the Lords oh 
the QcieRvJli of Right j at any late, Jiilujs;,. 
Henour, and Hnxnsniiy, fnrbaJ Ujc pro¬ 
ceedings i^bey svilhed to ga iuto, ' 7’hey 
onghf; nut U) ilig i;ic Inuodiiion of their jjri- 
v.'Urgr.r, in .the bav, Cs <k'a fellow-citiien j 
3od it tl?ey (aid they v»’ere bound hv til© Re~ 
fulu’ktnj of the I4t Parliament, tliey voted 
vbemAilves the Pai liamont ifi effiit 

Coiil^d (hey not ri/pp-'k* iVir. Hattings to liave 
died ib;<t evening of an apoplexy ? Why no: 
take lip their ri^iit fepor.-xttl) from any con* 
»\cxion Tb'.-y ougfit nor to toilow ch-i ad- 
Viet'of Oie Ri^f'.t H jo. GencRipan; Edmund 
Burke was coroTirution.iDy dv.id, ?ho»ji<fi 
alive j Edmund Huvke .dk-d with che 
ICirhamenv, und tor a new 1 bole of Cem- 
mons ro ihi'nk t.hcy w'cre bound to Mlow ih’^ 
path mat R'jjht Hon. CendemH 
latiglit the bit Farliamenr to tread., would b^ 
}ufl a,s ahfijfd a* il be wuivto iavr-( a young; 
ir(,m in Uie Urec;T, who Were to iky, 
your i.uher kMocked my tether down, and 
run hi,Ml chrciugh the Ivody, Rray, Sir» koDcte 
me dowrij and ruh ibrougb the body, 
that i may be entukd tv my tevenge.’^ Tins 
Colonel Then faid, he wilhcd p.nfticubrlv to 
hfiploin the ata-n:u,i) of tlic iloub tn wh.it 
hethotild now offer.He li.^d hau the honour ro 
ferve in Ino'ia during thy Hie 'ytry ^cTiv© 
war j Wild tht re w;:S no |.'ait iT India which I « 
fnd not Ndncct. He tbere/oa iruiied the Ho.ul© 
woiiw canctive ifin» a cUrpeunc tvi- 
.C': 
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Jtf the moft ttvueiv'il pari/of the Artl- 
by the late FJoufe of. Commons j 
"^iiid^h^/^iTnred iheBoukf upon t!te word of 
^ toltlicr and a gentlemanji that be ut^'cr faw 
.iVlr. Haftings till, to his farprize, he faw 
hlrn appear as a culprit in V/eitmtbfter Hall ; 
ihat he never had coriefpomled with him in In- 
tbathcBever^direiftly ov indire^flly^recelv- 
ed the higiueft favour from him but ju/^icc 
and truth demanded from him that teftimony, 
which lie would deliver on his 'confcleilce and 
up(?n his honour* The Culonei.lhtn faid, 
that he liad commanded an army in the late 
war cn the Mabhar Coaft; that fmee tlvs 
Peace he had held many and long converfa- 
tioos v^dth Tippoo Sultan on the charaifterft 
of the different perfons wh.o hadTided high 
fUtions in India; he ha<l often fat up with 
him all night in his tent, and been treated by 
him with the greaieft. laiT.ilianfy; that this 
t'rince, whofe' abilitia and penetration no 
inan could difpuW, had Invariably fpoken of 
Mr. i-laltings in the warmeft terms of refpefl*, 
though Mt deferibed him as the greatcil enc. 
my he had in Iho world, having by the aOift-* 
ancc' he afforded to the’Carnatic ar;d Bombay 

during the w'ar enabled thofo r.‘rchdoncie» 
to Ifop the progrefs of his arms j that the 
fiiinr Cemimeirt!.; were enteitained by the 
principal men of his Court; that he had been 
allrliiough theCarnatic on his way to Bengal, 
ami he cduidairuretheHoufe, that every per. 
fon he coi^verfed with gave him the fdnne cha- 
raatr of Mr* Haftings; that he arrived in 
about three monibs after Mr. Haft, 
ings had left it, and, travelled through that 
kingdom, Bahar, and Benayes; that he had 
been much in Oude, at the Court of Dehly, 
and with Tvladajce Sindia in the M'dwalta 
Gounliy, and he declared, upon hi 5 i honcur, 
In the wioft folemn manner, that he never 
conv'erfec' with any one man, of any one 

rankthroughoiu tl^sfeexienrwe kingdoms, vvho 

did nut fpeak of Mr. Hafthigs in the wavmcft 
nrms of affedfion and regard. He implored 
iheHoufcto at tend to what he ftiould now 
Sbte. and to give him credit for his fincenty, 
for h& could not have any iotcreft m nnflcadmg 
then-K He did then folemnly affure them, that 

the coutUrie. under Mr. Hamngs^s admm,. 

ftration, he meant Bengal, Bahar, and 
narCH were beyond all companfon thehneft 
iiouriihina countries in India, in 
population, agriculture, and the happmefs 
Ld fecurity of the people? 
inoft flourifhing country was where 

Mr.Haftmgs i>.adan.rdiuence; and ih t the 

countries under the native P.mces, Mahom- 
„.edans or Hindoos, were m a very mfeiw 
' degree .'mrieed of profperny. Ail the^ ^r- 
rangemems, the CMd M, vve^o th.r. of 
Mr. Haftlhgs wha!;^ei he fuw w.u Ui% 


eftii<5Vcfhis meafiit-es ? and he (irongly a^- 
fttmed, tijat tlie famo fyfiems had betr; con¬ 
tinued by John Maepherfon and Lord 
Cornwallis B the, former was, he faid, hia 
moft intimate friend; and to the latter, 
whom he beheld with filial regard, he 
vi’As under infinite obligacions. He would not 
fay, that the country tmder tbm mot in 
a progrtfftve ftate of imprDyemtnr, l/n- 
doubtedly it bur it dM not deirsrt 

from their groat m^fit to fay, .they followed 
precifely the plans of Mr. Haftings. Cer- 
fainly they did—he knew it to be a fait. 
‘<Hovy then/'iaid thcColonei/*was 1 furpriz- 
ed to^ead, on my return to England, Arti¬ 
cles prefented t^y the late Houfe of Commons, 
attacking the whole fyftern of Mr. Haftingn, 
foreign and demeOic, and ftating, that th« 
countries under his Goyerfiimur.t were defo- 
lated and rained,?*’ The lallacy and fAllehood 
of thefe aifertions he vvell knew, and if that 
Koufe would believe him upon his honour, 
as a foldierand a gentleman, they could not 
adopt what the lait Fa) It ament h.aci voted. 
Added m this, he knew that Mr. Hafllnvii 
was rite Saviour of India during the late waf, 
while Icfs of Empire and misforlune had. at¬ 
tended Great Britain m other parts of tM 
world. [ The Houfe feemed to pay very 
particobr attention to this part of hi* 
rpeech.j He then entered into a defence of 
the Company's!fervice, which he.dld^ hefaid, 
from juffice, not from perfonal ri;|ard, for 
he Irad been very llhufcd by the Company's 
fervanls, from the mere ciicumftaricfc of his 
being a King's Officer, and enjoying a con- 
fiderable cotmuand. He faid, they were be¬ 
loved by the natives; and if. wt ever ftiauld 
be driven into the fea, which! mme had cha • 
fitably wiftted we nfight, it would be a 
rnoft unfo'innate day indeed for that coun¬ 
try. The Colc^ei again, in the moft folemrv 
manner, difclaimed all perfbnal motives;., 
fpnke highly of the Adminiltration, but 
hoped this -a as not to be confidered as a 
party cjoeftion, anti that, the information the 
Houlb poftefted would induce them to aban¬ 
don Articles which were void of foundadon- 
Mr. Johns diftered much on'iho piiiiciples-. 
oi ihe Conftitutiorv from the two Hon. Gen¬ 
tlemen. He (aid, with regard CO Mr. Mai¬ 
lings, be '’h5 not know Che he only 

knew him to boa State deliucjvi.mt, and h« 
hoiked the juftice of Id'i cbvintrj would forci 
overtaka him, Xnftead of employing his 
iitth capital in building boofes, planting 

(brubberi^ss, bylng out gardens in the moft 

ej^travagar.t andexpenfive maaner, and form¬ 
ing feene of ^fvitic luxiuy and fpleudonr 
in ibc heart of an Ef3ffb(h counci y, it would 
have beaer hecomo him to confider himfelf 
as a culprit and to liavc demeaned himlelfi 
Acccrdingly* 


lc,% 



:corfmj:ly. The tender .mercies of Mr. 
;u^if>gti> fiieocU, Mr. Johns frfKl, were 
4 nietiy «r\d (everity. By pAtuhia* a a»)p to ihe 
Impeachmentj as tliey v'it'bed to do, tliey 
would leave him half aecufed, half innopeutr 
half guilty, half exeenied. Xfie right ot Inc.- 
peachrnenii Mr. joh^s bid;, ,yv'3s the faf?'' 
guard of the j^ople, and that Houfe ought 
to fupforc the lights of the Commona of 
England, and not fujfEjr them to be done 
away by a fide wind, or hbAed by a dhfulii* 
^lon. 

/the Clmcellpr of the Exche ioer, in a 
fpee--h fraught with greaieft iwrfpicuity, 
cleared the way for going into the Goiumittee. 
]Fle bid, he rob to fpitiak a f-w words, 
to the mmts of the firgunr»er..:s of the Hon. 
Contlemm, but to ine orner of their pro- 
peeding. ,A mption had been made for tlb 

Speaker TO leave the chair. That he found .' 
oppafed by two Hon. Gentlemen wiki wiibed 
to put an end to the trial, though they botli 
allowed the Right of the Eloufe to go on wkli 
the Inipeaditueuf, and bid there could he no 
pall CO doubt it whereas the very thing the 
Hon. Oontienien pmpofed would throw a 
doubt upon it, and yet would not effeauativ 
'fiud to dtie trial. T here epuld, not, 
Mr. Pietbid, be two more djlVina quelhons 
than they were? the one, the Queftion of 
aishc,' the other, the Queltuvn of Ejfcretimi; 
or whether, tU Right Iwving liSennrft re-' 
Coived, the Haufe were wUliug to atry it 
into execution atv’ effe^l ? One of the HoU. 
‘Gentlemen had been fo gwal as to, faypur 
them with an admonitinh, and to beg that it 
might iHit be coaCidsred aa a Bai ty QiieRionv 
So (ltd he. . The fubj#^ related^ol to any 
party coohderation, nenoer had it any thing 
to do MUth Mr, Hafimgs^ his merits nor tus 
crimes j he begged therefore it might: not bo 
irnade a perfonal queUion by that Gentletxiah s 
fdendrand advwcatcs. It rfdated to the per- 
foanent princvplcs of the Conftuuhon, and 
ought m lalte 'M of «vcry othtr confi- 

deration. The t^o Hon. Gsodem^^h, M«** 
Pitt obierved, vyitb^d that the Speaher might 
not leave the cjiair, and vvere dailfous of put- 
ling an end td the Imt>uachmenr. What 
cffijja tvoidd ibt l\ave mi the cojulitutional 
oaeftion ? Could tiiey conceal from pofterity 
The reafous fOr which they did fo, what fort 
an appo'-iraivpe vwiufd it liave, if they car- 
.-ied the matter as they dclVetl ? One third 
would vote for it hecaufe they thought they 
had right, .another third bec^mfa they thought 
they had no right, and the other third: be- 
(4xifc they did not wifti the ttMliO proceed. 
Vuufr would it be a complicated .nucttion, and 
ihoiv^h one of the Huaourabic Gentlemen ar~ 

|ued V‘R‘t 



jin f^T have t^ken the only means I 
tlie Qnefliou pi Right, vvhir.b he 
put aRer pulling an end to,the IrKpeachki^ 
purely . Some Gerulemen, Mr. Pitt 

faidj, wifhed to put an end to the Impeachment 
ji'i, cra<d to Mr. Hdfluigs x Mr. HatVmgs^* 
h;itdfhipi were no leafoiis again lithe S peaky 
>r'’{i leaving the chair j but rather fur it. If 
the ${>eak'cr d'd hot leavti the eWr, wha|: 

an acqavttal would ih^t btf compared 
to theb>8»ker’s chair / in which 

ca^e, fhould theQncfliion Pi Diferetvon be ne- 
gatiyeib Mr. Haltmgs wouUithen Rand ac- 
quiiCcd by the I m peatum^p/dropping after, 
they had Ween :dU,)wed>ur Cipportaniiy of cn- 
(juirihg iutp th,« i;eitfons fpr proctseding or not,. 
If the Qeptlemen were feritius, and thought 
they Could obtatn a majority of votes, they 
ought to iio Vo tlpiiberate euqbir)''^ 

which . l>e iutp by fuderiog; 

the Sp^r^kfib 1 fI^•‘av« the ,4h<u and not* hj 
blendaig two 'iViliinil (jueftioiiS, get' off 
in a m:m.ner which would leave Mr. Hall* 
ings iieitlier guilty nor innocent. Mr, Pitt 
therefore fald, lie hoped the G^ntlenion, for 
the fake of theii' own tvfojs^ij would agrop 
with die motion for the Spe.<iker’G,leaving th«, 
chair. 

Mr. Baftard rofp to explain, and eonapUiti^ 
cd of hw\hg been mhVepadenteJ 

Tord Wdiiam Kulifel laid, ihere'would be 
danger to tile Right / apd Privileges of Partia^ 
ment, and to the cohfbtuuon itfelf, if the 
Impeachmont: was not fuli'ered to procedd, 

Mr. Cator mfe next, and w-as upon h'la, 

legs a coivfiderable time. 

Sir William y<mo(e f?iid, if he had wahled 
any ground for oiippfuig the ,^pe3k<;r’8 loav-^i 
iog the chair, the Hohle Lord under the 
gaikry, and cha, ClianccUor of the Exchequer^ 
had given him coiUhtplional.gi'Ound for dif« 
fenting from tlie It-ighjf Hoti. Geiulemao’s 
motion, Wjchuurarguing yvhecher Ric diffo<. 
lution did or did not abate the lnq>e«chmevik 
he declm'd h« was agifmft agitating tiie quyf- 
tion, and for that rcaf in liiou'.) oppolo the 
Speilker*/leaving the chair. There were, 
Sir VVtllis>n obferved, near. * 70 
the pTeCesnr Pw'hanieac who did not .lit in ihu 
hut j wet e they ready, he ulked, to ixt 
bound by tbu Refoiutions of the torfhct Far- 
Ilamvnt, or would they fuller themlelvesto 
be (hackled by the A6t£ of th^ lalt Houf© ol! 
Comm.ms ? Theu e were many reafons, Sir 
William declared, that operated io his mind 
.ngama going on with the Imiieacfmieiit t tirft, 
the notoriety of an Eugiilhm'V./." having been 
three yiwi'son hi® trial, and not having had a,n 
oppoi'tunUy of' making hb defence yet; that 
wa:* fuRicient for him to the Impeach* 
meuL li WM wotfc duu tlio Icyereit fern 
\ tiUCUft 
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- (nitl/he fnv analo.^y between 
b&0:t*!/ct; oi this right of 

the permanent fountJaiipn of'the 
's,,^CM 0 kwfion. But if there w:i'$ no other rea~ 
for left thdHoufe recalled th.it 

iWr, 'S tribunal u-as changed in fe- 

Vevjf! of its moft promiftent fearurcs 5 tnany 
of his Jvtdgef; were «i".ad, and fevcral of 'bis 
acciders adadly become his Judges: upon 
thefe and fcveial other accounts, Sir WiU 
ham faid, hc fbpulJ eppofe th« Speaker’s 
leaving the fjiair. 

The Chancellor of the T^tchequrr fiiid, 
thor« Gentlemen who had expi'r-ifed Co much 
difinchnfttion to prtjceed with the Impeach¬ 
ment m>ght coni'cientumny difeharge vs-hat 
they thought their duty Ivy moving^ wiien- 
ever ib y )>jc.ded, ia the Comnirltee, that 
. tile Ciiairrnan tcuve the chair, 

Mr. Fox faid, h.e ihtmM^ the 

JHbuie Jong, as the line of ptice'-ding had 
been fo chf:»rly. intcllgibly aiwi uhly OaiCd h/ 
the Rigor Hop, Gentleman nv . r-atvdnft him, 
that ha ilWvit^'ht: no mrtri could ohjed to the 
Speaker’s icaving the chair* Mr. Fox fait), 
be fh(»uld rot then fjkak a w orvl m favour of 
t!ie prop;csition, bocaufe if it were the mtfvO: 
unjull poPAi'lc, and the coaduft of t|ie Ma • 
pagers hivd ,ht“^f\ :hc mod cuipahk, th»'>t v/as 
po reafon figiilfd-: tlat SpcokcFs leaving the 
chair i n*. r w hether th^s I'Tsp'?ad ment ah. ited, 
far that m»ght be confdcreU in the Co\*tt- 
fnittec ; ami w heiher the two' qiit tVu»us were 
Sbftrad pn)pui)dans,wa8 a-maUtTfs litrJe to 
the purpoft then a.s any utlvtr inddhirent 
thing, hficc rbtit ciicuml^ance hirudhvd no 
argument agaiiMl' the motion nnide by hU " 
Kigltt friend tf it fhou’.d be the ge* 
oeral ctpioujn tliat the Impeachment th/?s 
abate, </r that ilteie had been any culpable 
proceetiirvg on the trial, that certairdy might 
b« cofifi>ic»ed in the Committee alio,* the 
reafon ihcrt hue fur fo little heltig laid by him 
then w.s, that tbit was not the fit oppdi- 
tuoity* 

' T'he SoiicnoC Oenerrd fSlr John Scott) 
faid, hefbouKi hnftiiygivebw vo e as dvjlavv 
of the ! > d and the puvdeges ol that Hoafe 
ihould leqo're.. ‘^i'' j‘>hn f.dd, hi ‘.ought 
the Houit Hi >uld aif with great deliberation 
wliettflvcy were fettling what tl/eir jirivth g'e.i 
•werej asihe btii way to fccui e tlvar pntfi- 
leges •-5 pr)t by dint of power to -dhrt 
vvhai they might det-m privilege^ againtl tha 

Jaw of the huuh* 

The Grangers wdre here tie fired to with¬ 
draw, and the griUery was cleared, hut the 
l|ouf.i did nnt divide j ftuik.-.’s Motion 

for the Speaker’s kaving ih<t chair being 
carried. 

ThcVfoure having IefoWsd itfelf uHo a 
C’otxitpUir;^^ ^U vi^ctcj UrnreU ilh the thair, 


Afr. Burke rofe. and began a very Ii'v#! 
and maitcrly fpt'ecli with one of the 
pkafaot and fanciful retortft ot> Golrniel MACw 
iuod we ever beard. When vve had refumsd 
our fent, Mr# Burke was faying the Houfe 
1ml beard argun^ents vyoithy of focia .a c^iifo 
from thole who had endearom ed to ct ufh the 
Impeachmeni 5 f Vr his part, he knew nt>t,iir<er 
what was p.ift, how topofli his argurpent. Mis 
Fate was f^ealed, his doom anticipated, and 
they had heard that he W'as dead, and buried 
vr.hlhe iaft ParHan’^eot ; t^ay, his tianne had 
bean pUced over his grave to tcU the world 
that Pldmund Burke wiwgone for ever* He 
would ftil tb« Mon Colonelj however, vvhof® 
rtievirs as a gallant oBicer were ivtll known 
in that Houfe, though hi.^jcrfon was new to 
them, that there wa$ a Play, the feene of 
which was laid in the ColcM.eFs own country^ 
that faid, 

$t -—--—thy times have been 
That vi'hen the hiains wcie out the am 
Would die, 

and thete an end ^ but now they rife again* 
'•wN ichtwftoty mortal mui ilersuu Uitir crowns* 
And puBi u» from our flools.'' 

And here..(f.:iid Mr. Burke) Banquo is again ^ 
his Gh<.>h fh.dl always f 1 :and up to rnaiuiaut 
ami alkit tlie honour of the Hou'e ufComt 
rnons. When he'was faid to be gone, ho, 
dt'.cla(«cl that the Bon. Gwntlem nt had hut 
anticipated what would fliortly happen, ;:vid 
one ten cimrs mure rigorous, imore ahle, but 
more active, would then come to (villain lit© 
honour of that Moufe, and the dignity of rt< 
privilege.^, Ttie Honcjurable Gentleman 
who firft declared he woutd oppafe th^ 
Speaker's Icavmg the chair, without advaa* 
cing any 0«c argument, had ipokt-n with all 
tlin ze \ol a oonveit, who condemned him* 
fell ftwrrly that he might condemn others# 
Hrt did net think, he iriid, when ihe Hi>n, 
GcOtUiTUai put on 0 new fuk of clo.iths* that: 
be would io fiK>n iiave appeared in the talt 
clolljes ofthe^ ia(V Farli.imept. Ihe Han. 
Gantlijmao wl»o hv^d faid they ouglJt to give 
up the Imptac’nment woihout eni|uiry, h© 
was a little Jurpnzed to fee airaying agavw 
thofe argou'C'ds it»afc had been runted and 
drummed out of the rt‘g*noeot lad campaign, 
in order to bring tirem to the attack again in 
the preCeni. T hey had heard them again 
and again irom an Honourable Geiiile* 
num, who, being the k' own fiiend of Mr, 
BaftmgS might he rxruied foi trying to rnnkc 
the mod of them ; hut thr y otme \vi;b an ill 
grace a ('.enrleni .n who lud v^oted for 
the Impeachmeiu, and was a man of known 
virions ^mdepeiidence of ch’iraiiler. With 
regard to the other Mno.'*Gendtman, wniq 
had biied 3 great traveijie?, and had told them 

a tal« 
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, a kind of ^ 

he owne’i he ^houltl have liked, h> have 
pr«feni at the Mifdefft AU<‘in{j^!Ji^^o^!'^J<^'■ •• 
Jatidfi) whici> they tiad heard leciud ? Hovv 
did the Honouri'ble General addrefb Tippon r 
Pid he,fay, 7 our naj^fie i^: Manus A-enUufy or 
any other gri-at hero of anii(|uity, Venn wot d 
for die mildnefs and hberality <»t’ hh charac¬ 
ter? If hedid, who wonid dare deny k ? 
w;t.> fnre he would not mnv dare, Mr. Burke 
faio’, if he wasinTippoo’icompany; nmjk-^ 
i&ntfa turn ywi fotift prf>firt6t.rg. It nlOlt be 
a plear>nt fr^ht, he thoeghf, to hthoM cui f'*u - 
ropean General, Tippoo Saib, andoneot m 
Miniiters, eng vgedin a rent at midnight. « 
was but bad Jogick, howler, ro bring there, 
that hecaufe Tippoo Saib faid, in a midnight 
converfatiotj, that Mr. Hailings was a go<^ 
man, tlw;refore the Impeachment brough* in 
the tianie of all the Commons of England 
ought to be put aw end to; it would he 
much foe Mr. Ha(^ings’sh«‘^our foi Che trial 
to go on, and for Colonel Macleod to be his 
wUnffs; he might fnen ttate what he knew 
in his favour before the Houfe of Coidc, 
who were U' be his judges. Mr. Burke fOi, - 
lowed ttp this with *a variety of mort.- ierioos 
ohfervattoos and argume^ns : he faid, he md 
h()i cxpiift from generofity ond jufhee the 
charge of oppreflitm of Mr, Halliaj^s on the 
{core of lengthening odt his trial; no delay 
had been made by iha Managers; tlje Lords 
had never imputed any; tbeir condua was m 
the face of day ; they had often gone into GoUrC 
with almolt the whole Houfe, andthe Spe ak¬ 
er at their head attending, and they had forae- 
times ftayed in the Court the whole d,<y,inHl 

wuiveifcd the Miuiagers irKKle of proceeding. 

With regard to th-. length of time that the 
trial would lake to findh it, it never had 
been the ititention of the Managers to go far¬ 
ther than the next article^ the Chai'gti te~ 
Tpedfing Contrails; hut he meft lay, iliat ;iny 
hardlbip tliat could be ftated to have ardetr 
from Che length of the irial, was owing to 
Mr, Hahings hihdelf, w'ho might, t^y alter 
day, have lightened himfelf of that load of 
injury. no,’* faid Mr, HatVings, “I'B 

hear all the charges firft, and then TU make 
niy defence*’* W’hen his Right Hon. Friend 
(Mr, Fox) (khI clufed the Charge of Be¬ 
nares, Mr. Burke laid, an option was then 
made to Mr. Hallings, of going upon his 

defence, hut he refu fed ; he had hirnlelf to 
blame thnirefore, and no one cdfe. But the 
Hon. Gentleman had faid, confounding Mr, 
Haftings, and their Rights, formed a com¬ 
plex queftion Pireful charge 1 Having 
cleared the way, they pt*:pofed an abBradt 
t|ueltion, coupling with it its ohjedt and its 
example, w'hich was Che only ufeful way of 
prOpoYing abftra4sl queftions* Tirat they le- 
Fart iVv 



feried to a Cdmra‘i:tee of the w'bole 
of' which thv v had four grand Cons 
Committee of FrivUegrs, a Ccmmittcek 
Judioe,. a Comrnkteo of Trade, and^aCom* 
rvutcco (if Rtrhgicn.i,Thatxvaic th.o grahd Com* 
rnittv'Thf s and of Juftice; and upon 

the futlv;it conddf'rahdni the lefult IV'd beiti 
to take the fubj*^l op iiidhai manner, nr:r.h.ivej 
vvas. uQ dimhtJ,a; tlvar H(yufe ss trr the. exig¬ 
ence of thsir Friyileijcsy por da .idoa. of their ' 
bai'ig dOuhtrd by any\dhe of th?^? I©* 

gdiaiure, indc?;cktlky propofed only whai: 
had been admitted avu fuindrvd years^ Mr. 


Burke, after few mord obtervatiens-, 
it ncvcfihtk;rs,ta...tural Ipr tlyi^m £o ent*r« 


tain iome fmalLj^amufy of tha Huufe of 
LordY fleiice i And not ^oB,lve donefnme;hip.g 
'pp';>r) it, . would hiive to h^iye contmicted 
a fc,r-mnrd0r .on. the honour o.'V the 


Hunfe. .BeAiks, .the Koufe. L;-rds 


ptiilil»ly expedflxi tihey :h .mlB ’ make the 
frit rnovement. , Hader that impreffiqp . it 
was, that he hud prepared the ixiotion he 
nKiant to oondlude vhth moving. The^ Rre^ 
tcdent hc' had followed, had been f.h,ic pf tho 
Ehi, of: /yanby’.H ca5^ ih .MrV Kpric-e af- , 
flgoedhis mfoos mr thk, and thi n bnrft into 
a. m.oll eiihii^iuni on,the,gJorihps and 

lacrjjd wiiich it. liws 

duly of Hoc of Commons uever to 
abandon, Add iherehy put it in the power of a 
had Miriifter to fnatbh a Svaie culpj't oitc of 
th« hands of juftiee,, bat always ro preftrve 
them iuvioJat^vi and -i.*; they had been li,aided 
down from their auceftors, fie hoped tlisy 
would tranfmit them to pollerity * He de¬ 
clared, that in tirtues <:»f the mol^ tmbulenc 
^Democracy, th^re had heed oiie v/ay of 
bringing Slate criminals to jidiice, and that 
was cerroin, conflant, and imr\>oveabie, vi«.. 
by Imp-waclmients ni: the Houl'e qf Com-^ 
mons. in no place bad it been afferted, that 
the profecutions of that Houfe had been abac*, 
dobed, and if they had no way of prefervmg 
any conBftutional privilege for the public 
gocKl, they were bonnd not to fulfer any other 
Court whatever to do that, which they could 
do for themfelves ; diey w'ere tP keep firrrt 
toil, apd not betray,their trait. The Hon, 
CenileiTian, Mr. Burke laid. liJemed afraid.of 
a dijfferisnce w'ith the Ho,«(eof Lords. He de^ 
dared, ,he did not wifti to dilpure with ih» 

, other Houfe. Fools only would court inch a 
conteft-J But if th <7 gave op thejcrigbt for 
fear «)f having it refi'lted, they , would by and 
by have no right left. They muR not only 
hunt Hares and Partridges, but provoke th# 
Tiger in hi& foreft. They who feared t j af« 
krp then- rights would loie their rights, and 
by inch coaumSt: make that Houle the flav« 
of theiHoufe of L<>j(*ds. Wnenever a Hovif® 
of Coiiuiioiis had perfifted in an Ixnpeachtnenc, 
C i% 


Md Always fuceecdet! * H* bcri<n*€Ki the 
of* our coii(!itution wooliJ appear the 
it w;'S examined. The Ho\tfe of Com•• 
nions wasnoc judidaf, ciyii, or military, ycC 
if h'-d all funtHitms, bccaure it had rione^ It 
watch of Ch^ corifliitunoo, and cor^^ 
its ertors', Beautiful in ptn'fedion, 
or fomcthitig worth, the moment it Bript 
kfelf of H'S power^ it wnnld be nothing I fait 
wilhaut jSavour, the off fcuvrings of e^ery 
thing, Whth the Honfe ifi Lords had at* 
lemptecf iJ jwifdidion unknown to the con^* 
flitution, when they had alnied to exer* 
tifeJudicial fandlions in t(ie firflinffance, the 
Houfe Commons did notfsiy, IXm'c jet us 

differ with the Lords j'’ the C'omnKHnhruBht 
a quarrel ; tl'iey interfered iwith fpirit, tli^y 
fucc«e<k!d, and e/f^cted a great and Irap- 
py concrliaripi^. -Fear led tic^,;procra/liniatu)h, 
and where the cafe reijui|ed it, caufe and 
p rrfon mufl go logether. If they fnfFfcred Uie 
Hoofc of L>rtls to depart from their provina , 
that Hoofe would abforb ail the jnnvers of 
all the great Courts of JurifiJi^lion in the 
kingdom, the Court of Comnaon Pleas, the 
Court of King's Jlendh, and all the Courts in 
Wcltminfter Hidl I After an additional argu¬ 
ment or two, Mr. Burke concluded with 
moving—f^That it appears to ibis Committee 
that aq Impeachment by this Houff, in the 
mme of the Commons of Great Britain, ro 
J^arliament anemblcd, and of all the Com¬ 
mons of Great Britain, ag.ilnft Warren Maft- 
ings, Efq. lateGfwernm General of Beogfil, 
for fundi'y High Crimes and Mifdemeanoii, 
ifs now dejjendjng."’ 

AMbqn as Mr. Burke had fat down,,, and 
Hh'-: qdefliion hiid been read from the cfcnr, 
Mr. 'Lrikine rcfe, and after fotue vei v hand- 
fomo comv>liments to Mr. Burke, conveyed 
through the medium of an apology for his 
(G’wu iimdequacy to follo'vy an orator of fo 
much eloquence, expeiience, and ability, 
in all things relative to that Ploufe, proceed¬ 
ed, in a rhoft elaborate argumefi:, to prove 
that in law ths imp«acho>ent Mr. 

Brfkine reafooed clofely for above an hour, 
citln<? id! the ajjpofue piecedtrns that the 
fruitful feventpenih century afforded, and 
applying inferences and dtdudions/’rorn each 
cafe, as Ihty y/ere capable of epforong, 
illuBraiing, and fulV^uning his argument. 
At length he was fuddenly taken Ul, and 
obliged to break off abruptly in the middle 
of hjs fpeecli. Before he fat down, how¬ 
ever, he pmved, “ That the Chairman leave 
the Chair.” 

Mr. Lffkine was followed by Mr. Ad- 
dinffton (rhe Speaker), who prorluced a 
folio MS. of Precedents which lie had care* 
fullf coJle^ed friim the beB nulhoriiies, and 
i*bk.b he brought forWaid as proofs thar 


recording to the Lr.w of P,rrti;\men'‘j necef 
farily copfnlered as a part of the Law of the 
Land, ih« Impcachrrct't ,did not abate m 
cbiiirtjurtnce of a tUBbintien of Parliarneoc.. 
Mr, Advlifigtoa reasoned upon each prece¬ 
dent as he dated them refpe<^ively, with 
great ingeninty, great force of a gument, and 
apparently much to rbe. cr nvtajort of tht HoUle, 

Mr, Han in go fa id, he fliould not have in¬ 
truded himieif upon th» candour ' of the 
Houle after fuclj eloqueacrj and ability had 
appeared in, tlu; debate, if it h-?d not been to 
mark the weight of prcjvulice in his mind, 
Which had b' en counieikilaiKed by weight 
of Opinion. 

He was not one of tlie eonit/,(rr^s to whom 
the Right Hon. Gt’iiVkmab had alluded, but 
toddy perfevered in me feniiment be had 
before expreired by aa as well as by words, 
that it would have (brn^^ed a mark of infa¬ 
my uponehe Conunmu of Kngfuid/if they 
had ncit accufed Mr^ Haftings as a culprit of 
State upon the evidence laid before them, 
He would make no fcruple. to add, that Jf 
the law (houbi exempt tjiis culprit from any 
further trial upon his inapeachment and 
exempt him by ij»>* dilTolution of Pa» hamenc 
alone, he ftionkl in .a poiiL cal view 
upon it as a irabmity <rf the decpcB tmpref-' 
fion with a rel’eTeticeio that particular Im-. 
pirachnient. He would alfo atlnnt and pro- 
feff, With fome <d tlie Gentiemtii who 
piyjcetled him in the dsbate, that it would bo 
ai.olitical evil much: u> he deprecated w,ih 
reference to the diiability impoied upon thp 
King s r gilt of pardoning an imjieuchment 
as it pioce;«tls, if the Kinjr by a dilToUHipa 
can ivimiiiate thi$ mode of trial aimed at a 
favourite MioiAer by the public fpiut of tins 
kingdom. Y et he w-unld embrace the cala- 
niity in both thfife views, fcelmc he woqM 
buy them v'lf at thee^peucc of tjj<,re rights 
and liberties which he ctudd »)ever feparalo 
from a Goverumeut by Lav, uud winch he 
was bound with as nincb hm urfs to fappon 
as the Impeachment of Mi. Hall mgs, or pf 
other fuel) delmquenis, whf.ru it could he 
legally purfued. He was aware of the 
je.'duufy CDterfa.’neu in that Houfe agaiidf 
legal analingics, and h^d no wifti to reprefs 
it. No man couid be more tive' fe to them 
than himfelf in P.T.iiamentary debate, if they 
were technical, or adverfe to the gertha and 
fpiiit of the Conftitution|lle W'ould ippral 
to no fuch tefL bot refer tfic* Committee and 
himkif to the a^d cufim oj Tarliamnt^ 
by w hich he uiidvittutid tiie general nature 
of its powers in a liberal view of thcni— 
the rights it has afhrmed, and the ducies'it 
has coo/elLd, by the tenor of its condiujf, 
as well as by its mere author/fics of decinoo. 
It would be material to delineate, fhor.tiy, 

ti'ie 
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cliara^'^pr which thi> Cofirtitutihn had 
to the Hotife of Commons ^nd Lords, 
it wouUl heip to cluciiI.j;C€ the .« 
lie was eager to difowii (he idea 
p\'en of the Commons by Sir Francis Win- 
iiingum upon Lord Stafford’s trial, ahd 
which the Right .Hon. Gentleman (whom 
they I'.ad ju£t heard with fo much pleafure) 
had read witli an emphafis that n^arked 
approbation, in which ti’ie fenfe of the 
Houfe had apparently followed him. He 
refufrd that hvimiliatingas w'ell as falfe image, 
that proceeding's in Parliament of this nature 
were kept alrve bccauit the Commons were 
the fante, ihougtt with anew repreientation» 
This idea Infiouated, that the people out of 
doors were the Commorts of England, and 
the Reprcf^ratives of the f’etiple were their 
Attornies or Agf^nts.—It was the j>ecnliar 
beauty and pride, as he iboaghi, of the Eng- 
lifb Government in tl»e popular fcale of it, 
that all fucb Reprefdntatives were perfe<5^ly 
independent of the people, and were ihem- 
fdves, during the h'gal continuance of their 
powers, the ComrPoos of the Land. It 
foUpwfid ft'oin this principle, that the Com- 
nruMis of one Parlianvent ■were unfettered by 
tlicir predecelTors, and wtndd never give 
them credit for proceedings whieh had not 
t’ecflived the fAnCtion of law% It followed 
equally, that when the PaxliaroCnt was at 
art end, their controul over the r ights of the 
fubjte^f, and their fup>ort of thofe rights w'as 
equally at an end. The idea of taking up 
anold |>tc!ceeding itt Jlatn y^o, as it is called, 
was refuted,by a h«ir defcripl>on of all their 
powers, and of the limits to which they 
wcreconfined. If a day was given for attend¬ 
ance, and the day arrived in a new Parlia¬ 
ment, the next Houfe of Commons could 
not aiTt upon it. If the Commons imprifuned 
for a contempt, the door of their prifon \vas 
opened, when ihofe who imprifoned were 
no more. If the Commons, as a part of the 
Le^iflatnre, had framed a Bill, and their Mef- 
longer was carrying it up CO the Lords, when 
the King dilTaivedthe Parliament—no future * 
Houfe could proceed upon that Rage of the 
Bill, but (he wliole was to be taken up again. 
If fuch a bill was in the nature of a public 
charge againft a Culprit of State, as in attain¬ 
der and bills of penalty) the fame rule attach- 
bd upon it; and the Culprit (in effed, though 
in a different fibape) would efcape, unlefs the 
whole proceeding fhould be taktn up de nonoj 
as if it had never been m»»vcd one flep. In 
Impeachments, the Commons had a very pe¬ 
culiar ciiara£ler as accufers—they had no 
ju:)gmeut either to acquit or condemn any 
4nore thjn other parties who profecuted. 
They had no judgment (if direction hi the 
mod* of proceeding, or the frxtcut of judicial 


powers in the Court at wltofe bar thejl 
peared, but they had a judgment of difabl^ 
at any poriod, by their own difcretionv all 
ther fteps in that Couit, md cobid miiko it 
wait for their fiat, whether thejuif ice they had 
invoked fhobld or (houid not he carried into 
efFed. The Houfe of Lords fell under Uie 
fame difabiJity, and enjoyed the Uirneinde- 
peiid-i^ice in its {eghlaths charaacr, lu its 
judithl, it could noi imprifon for a day, or 
a minute, beyond th;! which clofed the Par- 
liameql j and he would here deny, that even 
in Treafon, where the commitment w«s by 
the Houfe of Lords upon an Impeachment,, 
the cuftody whi'jh remained, or the difcreiion 
(jfbail upon it in the Courts of Lcuv, proved 
ail in^efuiite power to extend imprifonnicnt v 
f<M' the ends of jufiice, beyond the duratina 
of a Parliament (as it had been argued }> 
dared, that in bh view they provef\ the diredi: 
reverfe. Kc conceived that the Habeas Cor¬ 
pus Acl: met the cafe of High Treafon, by 
confidering the original commitment, and the 
original caufe of it as legal or illegrd 5 and 
that remand, bml, «»r dlfchargb, bad no refe¬ 
rence to any fuppofed conirowl of the Lord* 
over their Culpiit after the Pfirliament vvas at 
an end, by virtue of their inherent ptiwers. 
He at lead contended, that if tiie commit¬ 
ment remained by virtue of fuch powers/it 
applied fuigly to thofe cafes j and be wculd 
alk one queftioo, which in two or thie€i 
words explained their want of pow^r, to 
make their own culprit amenable after a Par¬ 
liament was clofed. He would afle what pe- 
prifonment reftraineJ Mr. Haftlngs, or kept 
him even in the kingdom ? He would alV 
what penalty of bail was a guard over him> 
or his friends ? He would afk il Htiy lawyer 
(Parliamentary or in Weftminller-hall) 
would affert, that Mr. Hatting:? and his bail 
could, upuir Impeaclimeot for High Crimesi 
and Mddemeanor-s, be touched betw'eeo Par- 
liament and Parliament, by an order of the 
Lords ? Indeed, if they could it would follow, 
that ancicutly, imprilonment would or might 
* have been indefinite at the mercy of the King, 
in all cafes of Impeacluneut for High Crimes 
and Mifdemeanors. If it be faid “ No s the 
Courts may remand the culprit or not by 
thnr diferetion, as it is admitted they can 
upon Impeacliments for High Treafon he 
anfwered, “ Shew me firtt the Impeachment 
upon a charge for High Crimes and Mifde- 
meanors, or even tlie bail exifting after the 
Parliameut 3 and wo fhall fee what the 
Courts of Law have done w'lth it/' He would 
ttate one dilemma very difficult, if npt im- 
pofhblc^ to be refolved. If the Lordv- dm-- 
not imprifon at all, or bail for a time beyond 
the Parliament, uj'ion Impeachment for High 
Crimes, and may yet proceed lajUtu yua »t 
C a ftevir 
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[v^ yarliaitient ; the.power U a mockery 
Alw,Ct Cor they have vio prifoner. If they 
on the*, other hiMV<3 impriron him till the 
ficiit K^rliam.mt, they coiiM have done it in- 
liefiiiitely as long as it pk..tevl. the K>r»g to Cif-. 
continue ParU<!»ment. IF the Com'ts of Law 
Conhl inierf'ere'u> Treafou, it proves adif- 
cretion of thofe Conns which ni;ght in 
; upon' tlio fecurity intended by the corrnrvit-. 
mfinti as the a€t of the Lords. lie would 
fay a few words upon two other judional 
powers exetcifed by the Lords—Tlie power v)f 
trying Appeals—a^id the powt:’ oi tryivug 
peers by removal of Xnclidlment. UJl>on 
Writs of Error they could not flir in the 
next Parliament by tl^e Common Law, if 
■ihe, Error was not reverfori hr aftirmj^nl in the 
former Parliament. This dilabdity had cx- 
landed itfelf even to the cafe of prorogation 
in eal ly times. Lord Hale Lys, in a manu- 
feript written with his own hand (snd which 
Mr. H. had foen), that he was prefent 
iVhen tho Lords determined that in proroga¬ 
tion Writs of Error nhated (unlefs l>y fpe- 
ci vlordir continued); but in 1675 it was firft 
«t her wife d'-Herniined. He ofEvm.s, how« 
iwer, that by dilTolution of Pariiauvent, tlie 
Writ of Error corapktsly abtttes, and he 
wrote before J67S. He adds, thitt he ha-; 
knuwn it fo determined. It is true, that 
ijuw Writs of ErrorCto not abate, and that in 
^that refpetS: the order of 1678 has been af¬ 
firms J by ufagej but if the law was origi¬ 
nally djtfujrent, it proves the idea v/ith greaP 
force, th.if ‘ w:if. put of light, 

even upon Writs of Error, ahd tlie analogy 
would in that view of it apply to impeach¬ 
ments. Put he denied the analogy between 
llif n>, if it b cpn;ended) that bacaufe Writs 
of 'ho'or do OJit ob.ate, TdipeacfuneisCa can be 
Tdcen up h: Jl'tfu ^u). .In Writs of Error 
Cl'.c record remains* uru.' foin Impeachments j 
hvTt in Writs of Evvru: there is no evidence. 
And ha wemUl r.fk, If ther*:^ ever was an ui- 
ilance in the iloafe of Lords, or in the other 
Courts of Juhire, where the new Houfe of 
lords, or the new Cuiut, if tlia ofigmal re¬ 
cord was irsfore them, cttrr ad on the evi¬ 
dence in jUtu jua np-vn criminuUn'oceedings } 
This qutdti.sn led bmi’ to anothir,. whicJi he 
addrelfed to the Right rtop. Gentleman oyer 
againithim—Doe.s -V' mean by the term 
f that the R<5cord is in Couit, fo that 

Mr Hafling^i may be c^^lled again to plead > 
or does he mean, that the cv-Lience to go 
on where it left off? Ambiguity was to be 
avoideil in fuch a R«folution ; and he might 
bo of opinion, that in one feofe of the word 
an Impeachment was ** df^snJing'' ftill, and 
that m the -other it was not. 

Upon the topic of prtetdents^ thefirftinO" 
poruot fatfl that ftruck hiiji was this ;—^Erom 


the time that Impeachntents began, down 
the year 167S, not one inftanco was to bl 
found of an Impeachment cootinued by tlf« 
next ParUamenc.—It was probable, he adt 
milted, that fume of chele earlier Impeach¬ 
ments were clofed vvitiiin the Parliament 
that firfl adopted them, but the Committee 
would recolieit lunv very fbort the contiow- 
ance of eachP.uiiament ufed to be in thofe p©r 
riods,-—It might therefore be fairly fuppofed, 
that n; any of thefe proceixiings di,‘:tl a hidden 
deaihby the King’s power in terminating tho 
Court.-—It would as little be forgotten, that 
rnoCt of the intervals between one Parliament 
and aootlier, v/ere extremely tedious, which 
is a fait that would account for the policy of 
tile conttitution in liberating the vidlrn from 
cuftudy, if the other altern ative ibould have 
been to keep him in prifon for an indefinite 
period. ' 

However, the c:fe did not rett there t for 
jnftances before 1678 nCcor, within the 
reigns of Charles the Firft and Charles the Se¬ 
cond, where Impeachments in/a^ were at 
an end, if notin Law, after the Parliament 
was dilfulved before judgmcfir.—He would 
here have the candour to ^Klmit that fuch an 
atRual end of an luipeachmenr, thus inter¬ 
rupt ed by an end of tlie Parliamerit itfelf, 
.miglic have arifen from the inexpediency of 
carry ing on the old prolecution. - -Yct he would 
mention two cafeS i*?. which i‘. Rruck hi* 
mind foicibly, as if the J-ords and Conrunone 
had fuppofed the Impeachment legally at 
an end upon the dUIolution of the Parlia¬ 
ment- 

One of tliem was the cafe of the Duke of 
Buckingham in the fecond year of Chavltt.s the 
Pirll. When that minion was thejufi cbje<Jk 
of popuhtr indignation, the (!lomnoons im¬ 
peached him, and pending the Impeachment 
the King dilTolved that Parliament, evidently 
for the purpofe of defeating this challenge 
upon the jurticc- of the Lords.—In the mean 
time the King extrafted the Articles of this 
Jrnpeachment, made them Articles of an In- 
foi’mation agaiult the Duke in the Court of 
Star Chamber, and ftopped that proceeding, 
upon the colour of being I'atisfied by the evi¬ 
dence that he was innocent*—This conduit 
was clear notice to the Commons, that the 
King looked upon the Impeachment after a 
Diirolntion as a nwllity.—The next Parlia¬ 
ment was convened in a very little time after 
chat manoeuvre, and we he.ar no more of th« 
Impeachment, nor isany compbint fuggefted 
againft the infult upon the Commons, though 
in that light it would have been viewed if 
the Impeachment had been depending.—Was 
the .Duke lefs execrated by rlic Commons i 
Had lie corrupted them ? Had the King en¬ 
slaved them? Were they igiaoraBt, or cold 
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; 1 \fe fcent The Duke was raofc deiefted 
/ever—t!)e Kin^ was at llieh’ merdjr— 
they were as great men as any that ^:ver 
lived*—But nothing more ne^^ds he faid of 
them than that, in chat very year,they obt^iin- 
ed ihefecond Magna Charta of ?,ngiand irr 
the Paitip» of Right i above all, vc fliauUI not 
V»e forgotten that Sir Edward Coks was in 
that Parliament converted by tUfappointm*int 
mto an a^ive Patriot, and enabled, by his 
deep ktiow'ledge of the law, to put the molt 
effeauat checks upon every ufuepation. 

Another inftance occurred in 
Drake impeached for a libel. The Lords di- 
rea, that in cafe of a dVlfotulion, he fLioufd 
be the ,objt a of prorecutipo by the Attorney 
General in the King's Bench-—-Why ? — 
Conui not Imprifooment for the interval have 
faibted cheir (pleen ? an t would not it have 
evifared the Culprit when the next Parliament 
ftiould meet ? The order for profecuting by 
the Attorney General after a dililalution was 
illegal s bat the fafplciort that gave birch to 
it appears to have been that he would elfe have 
clb^pcd—and that neiihcr imprifonment of 
him, nor bail, would have been legal between 
that Parliament and the next, The vRight 
Hon. Gentlemen who h.^d fpoken U\ had fnid, 
that prior to chefe periods, idllanccf: were to 
he foviud of proceedings in Parliament atyiHAlt 
GHm tnals of State, though not in ‘the form of 
Irnpeachments, extended, in faiSt, from one- 
I'arliament Into the next. But as far as thefe 
obfolete precedents went, thlsac leaft appear ed*. 
ift. That fpectal orderis were deenied necef- 
fary ft) epeoheinoe tl\e charge which necelPty 
admitted, that without fpecial orders it 
%vould have abated j 'and, ziUy, That unlefs 
it appeared t{\e cliarge was afted upon in 
fiatu after evidence tieard, it wouftl not 
"reach whathe fnppofed theobjefl: of the Re- 
folution. at prefent in debate—namely, the 
pem'er to go on agbinft Mr. Haftings jufl 
where the Manager-j had left ofh—‘Mr. Har • 
dioge then took up the celebri)ted cafe of 
Lord Danby in 1678, which, according to the 
Right Hon. Gentleman^ bad matured the 
feeds of this continuing Impeachment, and 
had rooted that flrong plant ot the con- 
ftituiion by a law that never could he fhaken. 
—He would fn ft, prefuming to diff'er with 
him as to the charAi 5 lt;r of thofe times, re« 
prefent them to be what every found Hillo- 
rian had calhd them, times' of pf)pitlar fury 
and perfocution. It had been Laid^ Yes, but 

the Lords and Commitms w'cre quarrelling 
when that. Parliament began, which re- 
folved that Impeachments were in po. 
It was therefore a rdoc^lant evidence wronp; 
from the Lords by the public fpirit of the 
Commons, in favour of their, conftitutionai 



Right/' Tlie anfw'eri?, that at this 1 
period the Lords and Commons Were 
and ecp.ially violent agaioft the i\>piOi 
or againit Che Minlfter, then difgraced j t.ltaC 
Lord* Shattefbury and the mal-contents o.C 
the day l>ad f reed themfelves upon the Cabi¬ 
net, and governed this very Commitieo, 
wbofe . Ch.airman was J^ord EfTsx: Thefts 
being the a6tors and the views, the a^t W:t» 
ill charader. It fhould {peak for itfelf, and 
he would prove to the Committee as a mer® 
Hi-ftorian, that it Was full of trick—that it 
fliuanM the light—and that xlfttftdfi't fieto Lata 
without reafoh, precedent, or analogy, even 
.aliedged. I*he Lords Were fir ft vem nded of 
the Impeachments—and what courfe do they 
take ? They reiW to their Committee an en¬ 
quiry upon twV> poiftt? "which are difthuft i 
(Mie, as to the Law i^fpecLog the cor rimi- 
ance or abatement of Appeals and Writs of 
Error, without apparent bccafion for it j an¬ 
other, as to tlie/of^ refpi^ying the paiticukr 
ftatebi the Impeachmei'ts made in the for¬ 
mer Parliament. The /ahfvver given upon 
rhe followkig day if. perhaps.as curious a pal- 
fage as buy ujxin the Records of Railia- 
raent, and vitiates the whole proceeding en¬ 
grafted upon it. They report:, that upon the f 
view of fudgntent by the Lords in 1673^ 
Petitiods of Appeal rmd Writs of Error were 
in force to be atfted upon: thoy add (us it 
appears by Sir Thoma’-: Raymond’s Report), 
that the Papet s Contained in that Judgmcn|^ 
of 1673 are tooAmluiutniHis, In a diftio^ 
feritence,' after ftaning the lanpcMcliimehts to 
be upon fpeclrd m.uier atiigned, they givt 
their opinion to a j:>o'rr: of Lav/ as to which 
they had never tieen interrog’ited, and at ono 
ftroke afarm tint opinion to be, ^.ac all thofe 
Impeachments w'cee in Jtum qnn ; nut in re¬ 
ference to the Judgment of 1673, nor with 
a fingle ground o f any kind, either Rated or 
iofinuared. Both parts of the report are then 
adopted by the Houfe, who never appear to 
have looked at this judgment invibyj ; but 
give thei- Comnnittee ample ciedit fora can¬ 
did ftatement of its cffedls upon Writs of 
Error. VVho would have eol\M rained a doubt, 
upon this report, that in 1673 the Lords; 
judicially had affirmed the l.:iw by' wh'cii 
Writs of Error wereto continue after a dif- 
fo’iition ? But wlien the Judgment, as it',is 
C'illsd (which is only a Refulution of the 
Lords upon a reference to their Committee), 
is brought forward it appei.is, that no quuf- 
tion was put or imagined refpeftirrg dijjolufrnrt 
of P-irliament, with a reference to Writs of 
Error j- but the point had been raifed, whe¬ 
ther if prorogaticn had intervened, ihof^ 
Writs were at‘an end. If he Ihould b-: K Id 
** prorogatiun Vi'as the fa.ne a$ dijfolutint) k^k 
. Bailiamcnr 
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I iii he would rtfute as 

(iy tl\«it' pr<»pofui.oa to h(s un« 

i^iugs <i{ Lord Hale, who died alter 
before J67S- In the Manufcript 
'his which Mr, Hriidifige had before men- 
iioued, that great man alludeu to the refoiu- 
tw>nof T6t3» aseorredfhig and rcvcrfang the 
%^\v of» former Jadgm nt (nuade by the 
Lards in hifi fiearing, and in that fame Parlia. 
meni), thni: even upon prorogation Writ? 
of Error abated t but was (Lonl H .l") of 
0f>inic»n, that and a *i>Uoh<iu)n of 

Fariianicru were the fame ar to W (its oi 
ror f So fai^ from it, that after leerninR to 
adopt the decifiKni of.(673 as good Law, he 
proceeds to nffirm, as a point clear of ooubt, 
that after a dijpjhtim of yarliamer^c, the 
Writ uf Error and PetUbn of AppeM xvas 
a: aoerid; attding, that he h.<s hirorelf known 
k fo ruled. Here ;heh we dfciO'iT: an inlidioua 
c>''ncc*alnK*or of j>y thefe Lards in 

1678,, as to the import of that Judgment In ' 
1673, and at lilt; bell a perverted analogy 
between two cafes which the cxlifing Law 
bad completely i!iiftnguiflied,—^ftu. the opi- 
fiion nhertod in the next breath by ihefe 
Lords Hsto ImpaaclHfnep s could not be jurti* 

.. fled even by ihat Judgmern, if the firfi Ana¬ 
logy between a prorogation and a dilfoiutimi 
had been. corix6l, bccanfe there is no fair 
an;dogy between Wrus of Error ' and Inn- 
jKacliinents after a ihlfolut'oi) of Parlianieiit, 
one of them containing mere points of law 
wpon the face of the recoid, the other a>n-. 
tairhng an accufauon upon fa6t. In one of 
them, the public accufer, who h is a diicretion 
tointerpofe before judgment, is dead, aeul in 
th.i\jther no PUIntdf is cha sgctl, bur. thv farce 
paiiies Appear. The Right Hon. Gentleroan 
had (aid, “ tiiaL in L.-me-of the r«tferer:ices 
b/ the Committee in 176;?« ibinigh 11*001'- 
Kuinrly was not in ftniilnefs the point hefoi e. 
them, precedents appeared of Parliarnentary 
.Peculations which originated in the Houfe of 
Peers, and were continuet by order from 
one Parliament to the next, ^ fie would not 
again ynfvver that obfervation, but afk. If it 
Was (le^r of that fucli |n‘ttCetlen(s wei e 
decilivc toctlab|nh the legal coi^tinuancc of 
1 tipracbrocnts in ftutu without fpecial 
o ders, and where the evidence had proceed¬ 
ed ? in charaAafr wdih-fuch a mode of t!c- 
clari^’.g or truking law as that in 1678* w'aa 
fh« Cahxquenl comlui^l yf ihofe times: no- 
ttiii'ig could he more bafe or Infamous than 
what h.ippcned h) the gafe of miny pevfecntect 
CAthohes, vvhom tfie JuJets, and Scr uggs 
at fheir he«ul, executed agaloft all the rules 
of haw and principles of j.jiiice. In charac¬ 
ter with fueb a law., and fo made, was the 
c«urfe of an I.'^vpeichmrnx ag-un.ft Lord Staf¬ 


ford. Ffere, hnleVd, the hiimanhy of 
Right Hon. Gfoitleman and his candour unr 
i.ig, he had conceded that iinthii>g could bl 
U'orfe j but it vws the, fame Houfc of Peers,' 
with little VetriaCiun, and at the diflance 
only of two years. The Right Hon. Gontle- 
naan had faid, ** thefe were abufes of a wifs 
and conftitinional Judgment in m^ide 

by (he fame Judges however, and xvitli an 
equal fpur to tha* perfecution of the Catho¬ 
lics in which Lord Dauby wa-s implicated 
(by a fide wind) as well as the Lords 

then under Impeacl’ment j—but this trial 
of Lord Stafford is of extreme importancij 
in marking what fliame was felt upon the 
judgment in 1678, and in what manner the 
extirnination of it was eluded. Jone?, 
nard, and Wtnilington fay, ‘‘ The Lords have 
p.dfed a Jndgaianc, It L too clear t*-* be dis¬ 
puted. We are to fuppofc they had good 
rtJafon for it 5 we arc to Inppofe they had 
precederits : rut if they had none, it is pro¬ 
per to make a new precedent*/^ thac is, 
piDpcr to make ip hy taking away Lord Staf¬ 
ford s life. The Earl of Danby, in 16$ a, 
uccufes the Peers of upon tbdr o'w^* 

ordef\ by refufal of a Bill that would have 
enabled it into a law. Then comes the re- 
venal in .t 68^5 of this Refolution ; fo that 
aiUhoriry againll auibority, the laft prevails j 
and it IS now the law of that Court* that Im- 
peaci ments abate after a iliirohuion of Par¬ 
liament. This period of 1685, the hrlt 
year of a fiiort and wicked reign, cleferved 
ail the mlium a more etdighteued age had 
thrown upon it. The reverfal was indecent, 
in the mode of it, partial in the obje^f, and 
hurried through the Houfe. But there was 
a mrnarkable (liAi.uflion taken hy thi? rever- 
fal between VViLs of Error atjd Impeach- 
mciics, and that part ol tbe ordei which re¬ 
lates to Writs of Error has been lince receiv¬ 
ed as the law of the land. I*Je vyould prove 
the other }>«it i-efpei^ing the Impeachments 
had been recogqizjd and adopted by fubfe- 
quent amhorrties in the I/ords, svithout a 
lunt of difapprobation by theCommons. It was 
not, howevor,quite correct, that the Commons 
were /-&*;« completely enflaved j Serjeant May¬ 
nard WHS a hud in favour of liberty, and then 
a Member of Parhametic. He *h.id been a 
champion for the order of 1678 againtl Lord 
iii.ilforcl i but in 1685? though in the habit 
of protfciling againJI maoy encmachments, 
he fays not one fylUsle againft this order of 
reverfal, W'hich negatives tlie continuance of 
Impeachments after a diffalution of Parliament, 
In 1690 the times were excellent, and per- 
lva|w a batter sera for the liberty of the fubjeifll 
could not be found than in that identical 
year. Maynard was ia the Houfe of Cum- 
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i'K 



I »5 ] 


dof»4, Somors tVuw S 4 ici^cr General, 
itje beft anti grcaitft mun that peiha^-s ever 
iu KnglanU, or in the world, ^ A 
'quertlon h tliretitly put Jiy the Lords, Whe> 
ihcr imptfachinentb continued, or abatetl, 
upon atlilTolutiofi ? AU the old precedents are 
ejrarnuiefll, and many others that were not 
produced in brought from the 

Tower, ' Tlie/ are ail ftated^ not concealed, 
as in 1678, The Committee intimaie their 
fenfe of the law to be, that Impeachments 
are at rat end upon a view of thole precedents, 
and upon a view of thoh; precedents 
•the queftion of dircbarg'ms the Feers is tx- 
prclTly put. It is true, that politics had their 
fhare in a debate which this report prod viced, 
and that the Lords had not raifed the point 
themfelvtfs, hut had ttnrted another in their 
favour. It is, however, certain that a de¬ 
bate arCfe upon this report, and he dcfpaired 
of all attempts to reafon in future, if he 
fhouid be accufed of an unlcik inference 
from the diiTent marked in a famous prO- 
teh aga'mft the Reiolutiun of'the Lords to 
diichargfc the Ji^eers. But fii rt he would afk, 
What became of the Houfe of Commor i, 
when they law the report affirming Impeach- 
nients to be at an enu', at^d when they leait 
knew ic had been a point in the debate.? And 
when there was at laft ambiguity in the 
queav>n, Whether the difeharge was upon 
this ground,or the otlrer of the pardon } they 
urge Mothing in favour ef the order in 1678. 

-—But what fays this famous-proteii? Is it 

Blent upon the report? No, it condemns 
the inti oduClion of it into the debate, but 
not Che doCfrine which it imported, and it 
imputes a defign beyond that of relieving the 
Peers.who had petitioned. This deiigu is 
explained in Burnet ds h.aving been to uve 
Lckd Carmarthen, agamAwhom his enemies 
bad raif^^the queftion again for the purpofe 
of expofing hurt to an old Impeachment that 
hung over his head, nnlets the difi'olution had 
made an c-nd of it. The euemies of that 
Peer were bnfy agaifift him in the C-orurtiotis, 
and it was proofed at this very time to vote, 
that upon account of the Impeachments in a 
foi mcf Parliament, he Ihould he no lor.ges 
one of tJic King's Cabinet Minifters. Vet 
his enemies, aware of their own purpofe in 
the Lords, and aware of the meafuie by 
which it had been iuet there, make no com¬ 
plaint aga'mCt the danger, at leaft of the order 
1678 j if it could have beenfuppoled that it 
was not then done away by the order in 1635- 
In 17x7, Lord Oxford was made fubjea by 
a Refolution of the Lords to an Impeachment 
after }>rorogation, and he could not imagine 
it puflible to rc'tvd the dilfeuting Lords in their 
Proceit, without a necertary inference*, that 
the point oi tlie queftiou bad best*, W hether 
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if dhfdotion abated, prnrogatbn had wl 
not a fimilar effcdi ? Thw .aITu^ 

the law of abaiement, as refoltiig from 
fo!utian,and the l-^irds in their proteft, nc; 
controverting ihiu law, but afiirmiug and 
cominenditV. exprefs their fears that it 
may be weakned by this judgment upon the 
cafe of prorogation, which they repiefcnt; 
a«? the lame thiog ■: bur the majority thought 
otherwife, and a i-s impoflible to conceive 
that judgnii^fit either fuppru ted in argument, 
or in aigument frraigned, unjefs upon this 
point conceded, chat a difiblution of Pariia- 
nient wav the terraiu-ition of an Impeaclv- 
ment. U|X)a this vievv of the feverai pre¬ 
cedents, he cxprelfed a very ferious doubt, 
at, leaft, whether Impeachments could b« 
takc;n up /d ftatu by a iiew» Parharnerttj 
and be could* not help adding, that if all <l>cfit 
precedents were thrown into the fii e, a iate 
wliich upon the rrieie cUaifa<5\tr of the times 
two of them ilcfeived, ho i^uuld have a 
doubt at I'CaB, and. ftioold incline to the opi¬ 
nion htf had already imiraaied, fts refiiltiog 
from the conftitutional p<»wtrs rvidding in 
both -Houfes of Parlianient, by admittod 
praitice and general illutiration. He adjur¬ 
ed the Houfc to adt upon the recommen¬ 
dation of the Bight Hoa. Gentlen.an who 
fpoke. Jaft, as well as to admire ir j in other 
words, to be deliberate and wary fn examin¬ 
ing all the materials which could et.lighten 
their judgment, before they a^rrned in tiwi 
form of an alLuted piivilege a judicial duty 
of the Court, whof<i iurilcidfioii they could 
not change, and whofe judgment they could 
not force. He intimated a iiflike to thit 
m«,h of afiTerting the right, ev en if they be- 
lieved it was dear,but recormaeiuii.d ih it it that 
JJ.'ouldbt their opinion, they (Irnrild upon 
it in a mode of ajftrdng it equally cifeCtual, 
bnt lefs irregular} moic temperatu ami moie 
confbtutional. Thinking however as he then 
did, he (hould certainly give his vote m 
fupport of the Motion, that Sir Fercr Burre ll 
fhouid leave the chair, in order to the appoint¬ 
ment of a Committee (by the Houfo when 
refumed) for the purpofe ol examining pre¬ 
cedents. 

Mr. Yorke recommended great delibera¬ 
tion on a conttitutional queftion of fuch 
magnitude, .nndadvifed that more time fhouid 
be given, that Gentlemen might be the 
belter enabled to tearch for precedents, and 
make thesmfelvesmaftcri of the lubjcdL 

Mr. Anrtnuher with infinite ability^ in aa 
argumentmf an hour's, length, fufbioed the 
popular fide of the queftion, viz. That an 
Impeachment did not abate on the Diffolu- 
lion of .a Parliament. U was acknowderUged 
by n ea h'ghelt in the profcH.on, th.K Mr. 
Aaftruther’s was a moft excellent Ipceck. 

As 
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'fbti asr Mr, .Ai>f^riiCher uown, >fi\ 

/(it not n,ff)'ro.sntcr 

if>e biC.itj rr/tlvt: pni^^otfal tbar 

"^brtttret! birtklViC'wcmfd prtn-e j^ener.fijy 
SiCCeptable. If he vvcre t,) ttsite his opinion. 
titeW Mr. Pile 4eclareil« be lAiiU'ij/ |*ay, that 
i!:,.v/as\f«'* no! <<> njivkvt it.ht to ha.e 

^ eaiwc4 OiU; rhijir Jv^uvnais, (.bvt they 
tl’ou^ht it neceC.ry 'to nppaiat a Comepiriec 
to I'waich forpreaecientSH fVotti Mfhence an 
iryfer^i?ice be'dnuvn^ they h;Hl 

4{!fjiten.ait1©(l doubts, of ilfghufl piobabi;- 
lily ol winch i,bi2y,ci|ji«;br c-ebdiy to avo'ul 
thvj appeararice. ThsJ qnef^ion before tb« , 
Mr, ,Pin faKh wa< of hir.U 
n«<igri,itwle atul jmpp; t.'*nc'r, it rylaunl to c\ 
ir%hMhat Jturru&d fb c(fent.Klt,a part of their 
jHi'.’ilexes, and involved conriderabons fo 
iulinnaialy iotfirviMWftri wiih ih^' p^tnaavient 
ifopniktjfyiv of Confti^utton, llnit: ail. aiutf, 
be <lell»'.'n.!s to have ■ an op|Hirtunity to give 
M :» fuU and ample difea^Ron, When l>e 
fccoiledtcd tlieipHmber of (^tntlenum who 
would fpeak npon, the fwbjeeh had 

*u)i yet.had an oppviftaahy of beiu^ heard ; 

aifo w<jl) known tlM thufe who 
„.>vere ctinfiderod aMhe, tlrCt legal nulhot'ihee 
ill that HiMifo meani to.d(slivei' their femi- 
run:?, and as the of nii^ht would not 
th^n aUovf a fufliejent opportuifiry for them . 
fco enter at larg-s Into tho .djfci;(lion, he 
thnogh,!; the molt convenient method tlv,jr 
could puvioe, would f>e to adjourn the tie- 
h !to tiil a fntnre d ; they would by that 
,nje.:as havt '.he advantage of atfor'ding shofe 
Gtinllemcn tv bo w-llhed to iearc)» for ptece- 
dc.nis, time to confuU the IwceiTary docu- 
itieiatSi and compare the variety of cafes citt-.d 
by his Rigl'H Hon. Friend ihac day, with the 
hif^cv>y and circumilaiK-es of t!:ie limes in 
■which they hadocc- frid- Whenthwy fhoul l 
come again fo tl^ Jifcyfiion, the Hon. 
Gentleman oppaOlo to him, he hoped, vvouW 
aUo bf: able to r-yfume th« thre.-d of that 
Iwarned rpec.ch, v. Inch f;>r a revtfou that they 
ah hmenced had been abiujVily broken off 
biKfore it was fin ftnifd j snd in every point 
of view ihe rirhaft would bi'nefjt by the 
delay. Mr. P'tt ConcUidetl W’'th declaring, 
tb.'.t he tlattered himfelf that after the fnhjed 
b:i<.l bri;() fully ditculTed, they fhould come 
tnnn unsniouma vote on tha queftion before 
tln.ir-’. lu order tocairv his preq^dkiun into 
he moved an Amendment to Mr, 
Tifit'me’s motio'i, .to'-add to the (jnelVion, 

** That the Chairman do leave the Chair/' 
the words report prog refs and aflt leave 
to fit again.” 

Mr. J?mke rofe and find, he perfedfiy 
agreed with the. IViglir Hon, Gcni'cman, 
and.thanked him fin the (hgt eftion. 

Sir julm ScoU begged to a Ik thv' Rii;ht 


Hon. Gentleman a quertion rol'^liyf to t 
wordini; of his Motion. The Riphe Hon 
Gentlemen h.4d fkatedin it that the Impeach' 
ment .was now : did he mean that 

it %vr:th*>f:nc^rf^ ia nil its forriis, or in cvlher 
words infuOy as it depended before the 
ddTolukion of the h'df Parliament ? If fe, Sir 
John faid, ihe,uu»ftion Menu d to him to'be 
(ubita-niially difi^-ent frunv tiie mere confi- 
deratioo whether the Tnapfachment abauul, 
and mult he revaovated by‘a particular pro- 
C<dii elfejvliere, not nev'^iiavy to be then 
described. 

Mr. Burke faid, he fhouUI entermin u 
vfiry great refpedl for every ihitig that felt 
from the j<:v;imed .Gentleman, "ami wamld 
cheerfully have g^ven an apfw'er to flia iqrjef- 
cion he had, belore, Jifked to the fame pvlot, 
but tl'.at bo was uawiUing to keep the Horn® 
from enjoying the fatisfaf^Vion the)? irmfi have 
felt from leaving iieapi the able Iprcch from 
the learned G^itulernan near him, one of the 
moll able, Mr. liurke faid, be had ever 
wientfled, With regard to the word 

introduced in the Motion, he could 
aiTjgn no other reafon th.ba ifwc \i vras the 
very W in d uMd i« the Refoiution fent up to 
tlie fbiuic of Lords in the cafe of the Earl<>f 
Dauby, and therefore he thought it the 
proper word to ul'e on the prefenc occafion. 

Sir John Scott laid a few' wordis in reply. 

The Mailer of the ,Rolls thought the wend 
Acpe.ndir{^ wanted Vom® explanation', and 
fuggefUd inieiting after it in the Motion, 
<* in al! the forms in which it exifted in the 
lall Parliament/' 

Mr. Fox faid, they, had got into a mof| 
curious cooverfaiion ; that the cxphuiaiion 
fuggnlled by the Mailer of the RolL would 
go a great deal farther than would be proper, 
whereas the word ‘depemiing was fufiicient to 
denote their fenfe of their own riglits, and 
it would he ff>r :ho Houfe of Lords tt) put A 
condrudlion upon it. *' 

Mr. Burke f:tid, confidering this w;as the 
fitil fiep the Houfe of Commons was about 
to take in defence of their Privileges, the 
word ilcpcndhig was enough for them to uf« 
at prelcnt, not thinking they were rlpo 
inongh to go farther as yet j bat that if be 
w'ere afxed what he meant, ht* had no 
fcruple to declare, that his meaning was, that 
the Impeacl'.ment was i» J’atu for that 
he believed was the proper phr.de. When 
they had carried up the C^ehiun to the 
Lords, fuppnfing that the majority of tlvjt 
Houfe fhould agree to vote it, the next Rep 
tlje Houle w'ould have to take, mull depend 
altogctfjer on the condudl of their Lordlhips.. 

The Queltiou was at length put, and ksr- 
rkdr 

Adjourned, 
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r.DW».i»AT, I> 6 < 5 emt»«r a-t. 
as ttre order of the day for t.ikin^ 
confuieration tim ftate in which 
ifi Impeachtnent <>f Warren HaOings, Ehj* 
ftood «t the tlilTolutian of flic jaft FarHamcnt, 
bad boen read, and. Sir Peter Burrell had 
taken his feat at the table* 

Mr* Erlkiue rofe^ and ifier an apology for 
kwjng auempted to deliver his fentirntfiics 
lift Friday without having been able toaccom- 
j>U0.j his pnrpofe, faid^hc did pot voif)i theHewro 
to b^sgtn with hhr» «w*, butflionld aw well 
jivS ha cooW recolledt purfne his argument, 
rchiming k whore he had urifortunately 
been obliged to leave oft ‘ and as ho happily 
Wc ft:re^tgth of body as well as of roind, he 
trlifted ho ibould be able to bring it to a con- 
olufion* to the convi^tpn of the Houfe, that 
Impeacliments abated upon the dilTohuion of 
Parli-vneiu. Mr. Erfkine paid many cotn- 
pltfuentsto Mr, Addington, for his ingenious 
argument on the great variety of PrAjcedents 
he had cited laft Friday ^ and profeBed much 
rcfpe<ft for his talents and his motives, 
ftace nothing a^uld bo more praife-worthy 
than to fee him gratefully returning the dif» 
tinguifhed favours withsvhich the Honfe h.»d 
honoured him, by ftandiog up, in an obi® 
and manly way, tlie atH’oeate and fupporter 
«rf their pr>vikig«s, and the cuftoms anti ofages 
the Houfo which conft'tutcd the I<aw of 
Parliament V but he muft be permitted to 
foy, tliat powerfully as the Right Hon. Geii^ 
tsloman had put the cafes he had qvioted, they 
had not coavioctid his mind that an Impeachjf 
went did exift in fintu y«e, notwithftand,* 
ing a difTolution of Parliament. Mr. Erlkine 
Aated a variety of Precedents from the I^ords* 
Journals, iu order to eftablifh the troth of 
his atlertinn, and to prove that the Houfe liad 
fvever conceived that a Writ of Error con¬ 
tinued over even after a Prorogation, much 
more a Difto’lutioo. Mr. Evficine dwelt on 
lh« forca of each Precedent fora confiderable 
time, aad faid, one of the moft important he 
had heard of from a learned friend fmcc h« cam® 
into the Houfe, nevd which had not befor# 
met with. It had, he faid, aftonillied him, 
and h« doubted not it w’ould aftonilh the 
Houfe, as it liad aftonillied him. The pre¬ 
cedents Mr. Efftcine cited were thofe of 
theyear 1673, iSyS, 1685, 1690, 4701, 
and I'JiJ* He pathetically deferibed the 
trial, ilefence, convi«ftion, and execution of 
Lord Stafford; and after a variety of rcafoning 
upon each, and all the relative circumftances, 
he look a more immediate view' of the cafe 
of an Impeachment fituated like that of Mr. 
Haftinr' at prefent, with many of the accu- 
fers become Judges. He afked how they 
would get at the orad eyidcace, and by whxt 
- fk%T lY. 

"*‘7 0 



iD^ansaftOTtain the teftimony of varioufi 
which the Managers of the ht« Houfe 
Commons had produced, and which bad hce« 
admitted by the Houftt of Lords. Having 
ufed many arguments in illuftration of his 
jiofitioii, to prove the injuftice of continuing 
atrial fo circumftanccd, he at length conclud¬ 
ed with a repietlticn of his former motion. 

Mr. Pitt dcfjred the attention of the ('em- 
nrittc'e while he ftated his opinion upon a 
fnbjcft which involved in it consideration* 
efientiai to the very eoriftericb of our conftitu* 
tiort. The ftrft thing that naturally prefentedl 
itfdf as proper to be fought after, in ex- 
simining the grounds upon which Inch « 
Qpeftion muft ftantl, was tKe afeertsdning 
w'hether there bad exifted one uniform ufags 
and praiftice which bad been piirfued by thu 
two Houfas in refpe<ft to Impeachments^ snd 
which would in that cafe have conftitufed the 
hw of Parliament j but if it fhould appear 
that the precedents to be found did not a.U 
ways ^pply^ it muft he remembered that 
there v^ere principles that were paramount 
to all precedents, " viz. the principles of th« \ 
conliituiion. If he lliould have found that 
the uniform ufag'.^ and pra»ftice of Pariiamentj 
clearly was, that Impe<jchments did ab^;t8 ott 
the diftblntion of Parliament, he muft bov^ 
to the authority, and liad only to look to an 
early remedy for a prithee fa dangeroua hi 
the privileges of that Houfe, and to the U*. 
barties of the country. After an exordiuni 
fomewhat to this efFe^l, Mr. Pitt proceeded 
to examine the fevaral precedents alluded ttji 
by Me. Erftcine, and afletved, tljat there wer« 
tf> be found a wtriety of others in our hiftorjr 
which warmiited tire doclrinc that Impeach¬ 
ments did exift in flatu notwiihftanding 
the cUftblution of Parliatnent. Mr. Pitt in- 
ftanced the cafe of the 0uke of Suffolk in the 
reign of Henry the Sixth, and faid, others 
occurred in the time of Richard the Second, 
and in other reigns. He dilated <m the Be* 
folution of the Houfe of Lords in ,1673,, 
wherein they orderetl that all Writs of Error 
and 4ihfr hujintfi a judicial ftaturf flball gQ 
over from Parliament to Parliament, not- 
wMtl\ft.anding a diflblution. He next adverted 
to the precedent of 1678, the authority of 
which he charged Mr, Erlkine with having 
endeavoured to overtorn by eloquence, and: 
by his artful appeal Co the pafllons m the dt- 
feriptioh h« had given of the conv'uftion and 
oxccutiofi of Lord Staftnrd ; but that unfor^ 
tunace nobleman’s hard fate w’as certainly ua 
proof of the^ n*n-contin«aDCfl of Impeach* 
ments, as theabufe of an ioftitution was no ar* 
gument of its inutility. He afterw ards went 
te the counttr-decifion of 1^85, which had 
taken pUt# biid iinicf, irhen a Popifti 



v/KS on the throne, and the ohjeft 
,Wen r,o fereen the Poplflfi Lords from' 
M'. Pitt rttevtred the diftin^hon be¬ 
tween a judicial and a legiflative proceeding, 
maintaining that Impeachments clearly came 
within the Order of Having /liewed 

.that the weight of the Precedents ijr favour 
of the Motion, that the Imp.eachment was 
depending and did not abate, preponderated 
whim haianced agiunft fuch as we^e of a con- 
t:r»ry tendeiicy, Ij« referred to feveral cafes 
inCarthew’s Reports,to prove that it had been 
I'lOg riiice held, that Impeachmcnfs were not 
jajffeiiled by the dilfaldtion of Parliament, Her 
took: notice of Mr. Lflkine's having calh'd 
that Houl'e the Aciorrdes oi* .Agents for the 
Fcopfe, nnd faid, in one fehfc they certainly 
xyere f;.?, vis. as deputed by them and ailing 
in aid of their caufe, according to their own 
jndgrBent and without any rerpciofibility what¬ 
ever., If nt WikS meant, that tl^fey were to be 
alw.ays at th« direfilion of the V’eople, he 
Ifhouid fay, they were not in that fenfe the 
Attornios of the people. The Hon. and 
Learned Gentleman feemed to c<muder the 
ImpeachrTiCJit as the particular a-Cl of the 
lad Parliament, forgetting that they had im- 
pijtached a State Crimio'-d ip their name, and 
in the pamc of all th CmtAons of E/igihnd ; 
the proceeding therefore having once atfomed 
a judicial fhnpe. Us extftancc muff continue, 
without regard ttuhofo who had immediately 
indltuted it. To illuftrate this, he put the 
cafe, that iits Majefty’s Attorney General 
were to file an inforrijation ■■.ex ojjlch againft 
any m tti in the King's name, ami were pre- 
yio'isto the trial to go out f>f office. In that cafcj 
wns it to be imagined th3t ir.foimation 
W 'uld nvM be tried ? The Kmg was ip fa6l the 
Public Profecator, and ihe Attorney General 
only the legal organ of inftituting the pro* 
cefs, in like rn inner as the Heufe of Com¬ 
mons was tl^e kgal organ of inflituting an 
Impeachment 5 hup all ri»e Commons of 
^England were the Profecutors. If our Aa- 
cellors had forufeen fuch attempts to overtnrn 
|the prt/ile]^cn of that Houfe refpe<f>ing Im¬ 
peachments, iljey could not have ri6fed with 
more camion tbni they had done, to by 
down difiiadtly wliat, ihofe privileges were. 
Lord H ile, he faid, had ftated the diltinft 
diifisreace batvyern proceedings of pure judi¬ 
cature an the liouf'(?of Lords^ and proceedings 
in that Houfe when they were obliged to a»fl: 
in concert with the Houfe of Commons. Ho 
re?d the paiT^gelo the Houfe, He iil.o re¬ 
ferred to Lord Chief juftico Comyns, wlp>ni 
he flated to be not only a diligent copipUer 
but a great authority. He read what Lord 
Chief Jijfticc Comyns fa/d on a diffolution of 
Parliament, froin whence it wa«evident that 
an Impeachment by the Houfe of Commons 
y% a5 hot a^jfet\e4 )t>7 a diffoluti^ Mr, Pi« 


therefore faid, lie traded he had proved ih 
the weight of Precedimts on the-'Lords Jour 
nals wa«j ch-aiiy in their favour, that ail the 
great Law authorities were iu their favour, 
and that the coorfe of proceeding in tbb 
Courts of Juftice was likewife in their favour. 
He dwelt for fome lime on the vifeof Im- 
pcachmtfntff, as the only mode of punjjhing; 
State delinquents who had abufudfome pub¬ 
lic office, and vvbiore crimes could not 'b« 
reachml by my other procefs j and he alAi 
faid, it mart be clear to every me that Im- 
peachme.its were important as ft check on 
bad minlrters, and ihofe who enjoyed offices 
under cheCmwm. At h tigth, after an in- 
ftnite deal of (hrewd reufoniiig ^and pow’^rful 
argnment, Mr. rrtcame to that part of Jiis 
fpeech wtiere he ti'iouglit it neceffif y to n«tic« 
what Mr. Erfk'oe had faid of the alivi atiohs 
that oc-cutred In an Impeachment continued fer 
years, aud the ditTi>:ulti3S fliat thence arofe. 
He faid, the Gircunnlance of the accufers occa- 
fionally becoming the componoDt pai'l of 
thofe Who were th.e Judges, w&s not a mat¬ 
ter of ohjeftion againfd an Ir»'uachment that 
contiiuied fi'r years, any more than it was 
matter of objection againtt du Impeachment 
that coniinoed only for a finglc feffion. It 
w^ivs in fact a cirComfiance incidental to th« 
na'’ure of ^all Impeachments, nor was any 
danger «r injuftice to he dreaded from it. Ho 
afked what uasthe foundation of the Houfe 
of Lords itlfdf ? It WAS u Court of ja- 
(l/caturc changing its Members, as death took 
off fome, which naturally produced others ajt 
their fucctlTorsn With regard to the evidence, 
the Lords, he faid, had ordered copies f>f the 
evidence to be printed, and fuch as were nevvr 
JVfenrbcrs of their own Houle would only 
hav« to lefer to the Journals of the Houfe of 
Lords, fuppofing it to be true that they 
were r.3.iUy ignorant of any of the proceed¬ 
ings a'rcatly hiid upon the depending Impeach¬ 
ment, It was, he faid, impofTihle for the 
Houfe to he governed by tU?,- rules of the 
Courts b<low, fmcp the foundation of .Im¬ 
peachments was to b;iog offV.nders to juttice, . 
who would cfcape if fuh/ni'ted to the ordi¬ 
nary rules of Cour/s t/f Jurifprudeoce i th« 
rules of the Courts being for the protedtjou 
of individuals, and Jmpcachmei-vts for ti>« 
pirirediuyn of the public. After clearing 
aw;<y Mr. Frfit'oe’s objeciiotis rtared in the 
Utter p.u t of bis fpeech, Mr. Pitt declared 
luj woi'ld, before he fat down,Tay fonaefhirjgi^ 
/’lof only to prove (hat Impeachments did not 
abate on the diffaluiion of PavUameut, but 
that they coniipuecl pi ftatu ywv, exadlly as 
they were htfore that eyeiit 'took place. He 
then entered fliordy into a difcoOion of the 
nature of proceeding on an Impeachments 
and having argued it very clearly, with a 
view tQ efiabliih the dodlrine, that* jf it wa? 
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up in otherway than in ftatu 
coiiie^uence would be* the niofl intoicra. 
oppreflion aaci th? moll: violent injihtice. 
He conciudvd with alT^rting, that from every 
principle of the coalVitutioiM, from the weight 
of precedents, from every analogy of law, 
from the immutable principles of juftice, 
from the exped'eacy of Public trials, from 
eyery authority to be found, and from every 
argument that plain f<?nie could fuggeft, he 
Was decidedly of opinion not only that the 
Xmpeachmeriit did notabatt'||hut that it exi,fl.cd in 
]fmtu j and therefore he declared, he ne¬ 
ver had given a vote with more confidence 
than he Iboold give his vote for* the ori¬ 
ginal Motion nTiOved by the Right Hon* 
Gentleman. 

The Mafl^lrof tbe Hc^lls * began with pn- 
felling hirnitU utterly unable to fclfow his 
Right Hon. Friend fiurough his argument, 
which had been orne of the moft able and 
cloii^uerir, that he had ever lieard j be begged 
the Heufe to know, therefore, that he rofc 
duly becaufe it would naturally be^ expeaed, 
that cveiy GcniJcmaM of his profelhoti would 
lay fomething upon a qneition of luch great 
cotiftiiutional importance. The Msfterof the 
Rolls then faid, he wilhed that the Riglit 
Hon. Gentlemarj who had moved the quef- 
tion had followed the example of the Houfe 
of Commons in the cafe of Lord Dan by, and 
had deferihed in the motion morepi-rticularly 
what was meant by the Impeachment that 
was ftatec tu it to be depending. His Right 
Hon. Friend, it was true, had fairly explain- 
edhimfelfon that head^ and bad declared, 
that in hisopinioiii the Impeachment depend¬ 
ed iH fiaiu juft as it had done at the con- 

ciufion of the lift ParUameut. He profeifed 
21 great efteem for,rhc Right Hon. Mover of, 
the queftion > bot lie muft fay, that according 
to clear law and every legal analogy, it was 
irnpomble That Xmpeacl^ments could exift 
iii/fatu ^uo after a ditTolution of Parliament j 
por till the year 1678 had it ever tntered 
into the mind of mau» that a diffolution did 
not put an end to eveiy exifting Parliament- 
jiry proceedibg.—*With regard to Evidence, 
there was not, the Matter of the Roils faid, 
one rule of evidence that did not apply to the 
Houfe of Xords as much as to any inferior 
Court in the kingdom. The Matter of the 
Roils differed from Mr. Pitt in feveral of his 
ijedudlions j and as to the cafe of the Duke 
of Suffolk, he laid it was an extraordinary 
one to look to as a precedent. That noble 
Puk« had been bahiOied, imd his enfimies, not 
thinking that a fufiicieat punifhment, rnoved 
an Impeachment in that Houfe} but it was 
not true that a trial had begun in one Parlia- 
and continued in the next. While 
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thefe proceedingsj i)owcv.er, vrere go) 
at home, the noble Duke lay dead iu Fr^ 
The Irnpeachmcnt 0/ Mr. Hattnigs 
firft inftanco of an Impeachment in which the 
trial had lafted beypnd the feffion, and li'a 
finccrcly lioped it would be the Lift* Sir Richard 
argued hir fome time on,the precedents, , 

Mr. Yorke wiflied more time had been 
allowed tofearch for further pfccedcatis. The 
quettlon had, he fold, been argbed fo ably fif 
the Right Hon. the Chahcellor of the Rxebe- 
quer, that it would become ijqneccff ly for 
him to attempt to go Into the difeuffion j it 
was fufficient for him to declare, that it ap 
peared to him fromreafon and common fenfe 
that Impeachments were not difeontinued in 
confequence of a difiidutlon of ?aHiament,i 
lince it was founded in principles of jutticci 
that the accufed fhou.d have an ofjpoitunity 
afforded him of clearing his cbavatfler and 
making his defence, wliich be could not havei 
if the Impeachment were to abate. Mr. 
Yorke replied to fcvetalbf the aji'guments of 
Mr. Erfkinc and the Matter of the Rolls, 
controverting them fep3rately,and ttating why 
he differed in Opinion from them upon th« 
points in qneftion. He laid, he thought thd 
Houfe of Ixn’ds could not proceed to judg¬ 
ment unlefs the Houfe of Commons f>rayed 
, it 5 in liko manner as the Court of King’s 
Bench, on a convi^lion of a criminal Infof.* 
roation or Indi<ttrnent preferred by the At¬ 
torney General, would not givd judgment un.* 
til the Attorney General came into Court and 
prayed it. The Right Hon. Chancellor of the 
Exchequer had flaewn, Mr. Yorke obferwed, 
that Writs of Eryor had conftinued from tirrie 
to time, notwithftanding a new Parliament, 
lo ancient day 5 the Parliament was diitolyed, 
or expired, at the end of a fingle Sefiion ^ hut 
as Eiettion Petitions and other public hufi. 
iiefs increafed, it had been found neceffary 
to increafe the term of thcuduraiton of Par- 
liamcDts. Mr. Yorke defined the diftin^lion 
of the rules of pir>ceeding in the^ Conns c£ 
Law and the Court of Parliament j in the 
farmer, the whole power of the Court was 
derived from tlje Crown j in the Court of 
Parliament, all the power was derived from 
the people and not from the Crown. Mr* 
Yorke made fome other pertinent remarks. 

The Attorney General f reafonedvery ably 
in fupport of Mr. Erlkine’s Mo'-ion, and 
coritended, ihat if oppofirig the original 
qneftion was to abandon the Privileges of that 
Houfe, fure he was, it was to agreeable 
to the law of the land. Mr. Attorney en¬ 
tered inro a difeuttion of the cafe of Lord 
Stafibrd, and gave an account of the conduct 
and arguments of Serjeant Maynard and Sir 
William Jones en that roemorviblc occafion. 

T Sir Arch, Macdonald, 
a S ^ 
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alVcif dwtiliog on thme topics 
niff time> 1‘aUf^ h« coaid mit but be of 
that a farther enquiry was nrtcelTary, 
•^i^Tierefore he fhould think it his duty to 
SLbftain (wm giving his vote for tlie original 
qud^ion. When precedents fhould be found, 
they ought then to fift the fubjedt to the bot¬ 
tom, and afccrtain what was the mode mofl 
expedteiii ariid proper for that Houfe to 
parfue. 

Mr. Robinfoa made a fliort fpeech, but 
wc did not hear what he (aid diftiniSlly 
enougii to learn on which fide he meant to 
j^iye hrs vote. 

Mr. Pybus, id a fpecch of great perfpicuity 
»nd appofitcnefs, fupported the original quef- 
tioii, for which he declared he felt himXelf 
hound in honour to vote* Iiord Danby's 
cafe in 1678, Mr* Pybus faid, was peculi¬ 
arly that fort of cafe that bert of all elucidated 
the great advaotageof Impeachments by way 
offocurity to the conftituripn. Charles the 
Second, upon rlie Coml*/ons proceeding to 
ifopcacli LordOanby, then the Lord Trca- 
fprer, came down tp Parliament and faid,iin 
plain and direct terms, that he was refolvcd 
to proteift Lord Danby, who had ailed uni¬ 
formly by his dheCiions and orders, nad Lord 
Danhy afterwards pleaded the King’s pardon, 
to vvhich his Majefty bad himtVdf put the 
©real Seal. The Ploufe, with a becoming 
fpirit, refufed to admit the pica, being con- 
feions that the King covld do no Adi of Go * 
•ficrnment himfelf, becaufe there w»as no re- 
fponftbility annexed £0 the royal charadler ; 
they therefore perfifted in their Impeachment; 
when the King, finding he had no other re- 
fource, bad rccourfe to his Royal Prerogative 
and diifolved the Parliament.Mr. Pybus aiked, 
Of what ufe w&s the privilege of lippeach- 
imeni, if the Monarch could thus unconlti- 
tuiionally ioterpi^fc his prerogative, and fecut e 
lr<»m jvUtice bi$ corrupt and abominable fa^ 
vourite ? He ihanked God the prefent timo 
was not the days of Charles the 11but that 
Houfe were not to be fo felf-intereiied as to 
look tothemfdves only ; they w'tre lo adt 
vpon a more extenfive fc.de, to look to lutu- 
riiy, sud take care to preferve poftcrity from 
the danger of being deprived of the Weliiitgs 
•fa free couftitution. He mentioned, that 
the noble fland inrule by the Cemmons in the 
cafe of the Earl of Danby had fince received 
the folerrm fan6;ion of aij A(5f of Parliameat. 

need fcarcely fay, he alluded to the A<Jl 
of thff . jzth and 13th of William, by which 
«he KiPg was deprived of the power of grant- 
ing 3 pardon to any perfon impeached by the 
Houfe of Commons* 

Mr. Adam rofe next, and faid, what be had 
beard was fofficient not to leave a doubt in his 
juind, that then and at nc other time ou^ht 
Ihey 11^ make their iind afcertgijir the 


clear prtnclplof file conflirutioa. His Rig 
Hmi. Friend, Mr; Adam deelared, had truly 
fail!, that they were a Grand Comrnittee of 
Privileges and of JuRicoi .He did not then 
mean to detain them by entering into a difcuf«n 
fton of the precedents, which had been fo well 
difeufled already j h« would only obferve toi 
them, that in the Rcfolutioa which was 
entered into by the Lords in 1673, they 
would Iftnd the foundation of all thi 
precedents that c.’me afterwardls. Mr# 
Adam faid a few words on the precedent inr 
tfie reign of Henry IVth, and the prece- 
dentof 1673, and argued from Lord Hal® 
ffud from Fofftcr’s Reports, decl.aring,xhat if it 
were not fo late an hour he ihouid have 
gone more at large into their conftdcration, 
but at prefent lie would only (ay a very few 
words. Mr# Adam then commented for fonriB 
time on different pans of the fubj«A, and at 
knglh concluded with declaring he fhouldl 
give bis vote for the original queftion. 

Mr, Serjeant Watfon, in a.fhort (pecch|, 
faid, hehadliftened attentively to all that bad 
fallen from the different Oentiemen, in th« 
liopes of being able to have the doubts he en¬ 
tertained refpec'ting the original queflion re¬ 
moved 5 but though he had eanioftly endea¬ 
voured to be convinced, he could not gcloTwir 
his doubts, which obliged him to think that 
i;he idea of an Impeachmeait not abating 
with a difffolution, was contrary to Che kw 
of the land. The Serjeant adverted to the 
precedent of 1701, and made feveral obfer- 
vations refpe<?i:ing it. He concluded with ex- 
prclfing’ a wifhthat a Committee fhould b# 
appointed to examine into the Journals of tlT® 
Houfe of Lords, and report precedents mor® 
at large. 

Mr* Futpropofed to adjourn os l^efore, but 
to a(k i<iav 5 to fit again next day, as fevera^ 
Gentlemai had not yet had an opportunity of 
being heard. 

At nearly three in the morning, the Com- 
miuac adjouriifcd, and the Houfo aifo adjourn-. 
ti immediately# 

T«,vR8nAr, December z3* 

As foon as the order of the day for taking 
into further confidcration the Rate in whiek 
the Impeachment of Warren Haftings, Bfq. 
fto(Kl at thediffoiutiowof theiaft Parliament, 
had been read, and Sir Peter Bvii reU had takea 
bis f eat at the table, 

Cobnel Sinicoe rofe, and fpoke at firR in 
fo low a tone, that we could not coUe^l what 
he faid j in a few fcniences, however, he 
raifed his voice, and we underftood him then 
to fay, that he hadfornattl his opinion rather 
from reafon than from precedents j fckat he 
had liftened with great pleafure to the very 
able and eloquoi\t fpffech that the Committee 
hgd b«5tfd Ulu pregediDg day frum the Right 
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handellor ofth« Exchequer, flml felt 
ffetioo from the force of bis srgunTeotSy 
addji'ional light he had thrown apoa 
the whole He had no fcruple tf> 

Oechire, therefore, ho was of opinion that 
the Impeachment either was, or ought to be 
depending^ He fait) he gave this opinion in- 
dependent of any predile^Slion for our Afiatic 
territories j he ,li'd ever turned fixini them 
with m averted and uniformly conft- 
dered our poiTwfftng vhem, at heft, but as a 
precarious ufurpation. He added a few other 
empisatic fenteucea on the fqbje£f, aud then- 
took notice of the manner in which the 
Right Hon. mover of the quertion under the 
fonfideration of the Committee, and for which 
he meant to vote, had rhotjght proper to 
treat a worthy friend of hii;^on the firft day 
that the fuhjcdt of the Impeachment came 
regularly before the Hqi^c. Without giving 
any anfwer to the arguments of the Hon. 
Gentleman, or faying a fyUable relativ* to 
the fournals on the tabic, which the Hon-. 
Xrcntleman had charged with containing Re- 
fohnions cantradiifitory to each other, and 
which the Hon, Gentleman had ftaricd to be 
the reafon that h:^ induced him to alter tlic 
opinion he once had entertained of the Im.. 
peachment of Mr. Kaftings, and to opiX)fe 
the CTharrmm^s leaving the chair, the Right 
Hott. Gentleman hm\ diofen tokelU out inti¬ 
midating language to the Hon, Gentleman 
and to the Hoiife in general, to charge the 
Hon. Gentleman with, having put on a fuit 
of caR*o#f cloaths, and to have become a cam- 
If his Hon/Friend was a convert, 
the Colonel faid, he v/ouUt tell the Right Hoo, 
Gentleman rhe reufon. it was, becaufe of 
that Right Hon, Gentleman's own f^avec/tam ; 
it was becanfc he had thrown off the cioaths 
that he had io long moved iuv i^ud at length 
put on Uie true conftituiional drefs. He 
wifhed the Right Hon. Gentleman joy of 
bia new garb, hnee the robe of truth became 
him better than the raiment of Romo or of 
Grecs \ might the mantle long contimi'j to 
cover him 1 After purfnipg fliis metaphorical 
aUufionas fat as it would go, Colonel Simcoe 
rep«at«d his admonition, and hoped the 'Right 
Hon. Getttlenian would not again held the 
lapguage of menace to refpe^able Gentle- 
lyieoA who.adl«d upon the mofi; difmterefted 
moiivea in that Houfe> and, without pretend- 
wig to vie with men of fuperior abilities, 
were contented to do thair dvity honeftiy and 
CQnfcientioufly to the bed of their judgement. 

Mr. Burke began a very long, entertain¬ 
ing, witty, and yet In many parts of it an 
Sirgnmentative fpscch, with replying to the 
aliuilons of Colonel Siracoe, relative to his 
having, on a former day, charged Mx% BalV 
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ard with twroing bis coat, and feccommi 
convert. Mr. Bm ke allured the Hon. 
nel, no was lefs (killed in drefs thaw h« 
WAsj he knew fcaicely any thing cf the 
colour, fhape, quality, falhion, and guodiuatH 
of the cloth of the coat to which the Hon. 
Colonel alluded j if, however, the Horu) 
Gentleman, or his friCuU, could produce a 
pattern, and willied for any thing oui: of hijj 
ward-robe, they were welcome, thoiigh he 
feared they would find it but poorly Rocked. 
After playing for fome little time upon ideaa 
which a fanciful imagination can eaftly fug-. 
g«ft, and malting free with the cut ef what 
he had termed the Cokujers tlAiform, Mj*« 
lUtrke (aid, there w.is no ciMiverfioa in him $ 
but if .my man (aid, tlwit Tmj>eachments wer<v 
in ilic power of the Crown, he wi.-uld 
that fucha man was Aibveriiog the coiirtita* 
tiori. Tbat, Miv Burke laid, was his me¬ 
nace! and what was nndre, it was a menac# 
that he fhould perfiit in. Mcr did he imugind: 
that by fuggefting fuch an opinion it was pof- 
fihle to give oflfeisee to any one Member 
Of that Houfe; on the contrary, he fhouid 
have thought they would hatve been pleafcfd, 
with a declaration in which the Members of 
the Hou(e had fo great an intereft, and 
tw«ve fo imn^odjately concerned. The Crown, 
he was happy .ind proud to repeat, had mn; 
the powerof nonf^hing all the Gornmons of 
Gre.vt Britain; thefafety 6f the GcnRituli^nn 
depended efiesliallyon the Law oi Parliament, 
which was the primary law of the land, aiidl 
reafon dilated that no law fhould exit! coa- 
trary to it. He faid lie h.ad atteativaly liftoiied 
to every thing that had been advanced for and 
agamft the queftion, and he owned, he wa« 
ailonilhed to hnd, thal: the lawyers had not 
brought a fingle-inttru/ilion with them for 
the life of thole who. were iayfncn. He cchuj- 
plimen^ti! the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
Rir the Ipeeefi he had mi«lo the preceding day, 
whidi, be declared, had ivever been exceed¬ 
ed for eloquence and conviction within thole 
walls i bin: he was amsxed and grieved at the 
fpeech of an Hon. Genileman (Mr, Edkine) 
wlio fat oil tlic fame bench near him, but 
who in conRitutional opinion and fencimeotsi 
was as far diftanc from him as from pole to 
pole. His Hou. and Learned Frieuri had, 
however, given the foiutiori; be had on » 
tbrmci: day dedared, that he was not at hornet 
in that Houle; the fame might by appearance 
be faid of mod of the Gentlemen of his Hon. 
and Leainod Friend’s profelEon ; their mir.d? 
and thoughts were iix«d on other tilings ; 
(hey conhdered themfelves but half at home: 
within ihofe walls; they were birds of a 
different clafs, and only perclied on tljat Huofa 
in their flight towards aoatlwr; jUere they 
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teirtftmUr phuons, ftlli ftutterinf? to 
with CoroneM befoie their eyes 5 
’ took rhtir early exercifes to enable 
??mldve 8 10 tight agamrt tlicnm in another 
(plane for which re.'.f<Mi thf:y were never 
forw,'»'*i to atfert and rnntot.dn the Piivileges 
of the Comnioas : they had thtur heli bower 
anchor ca»t jn the Houfe of Lords, and 
thcrtifure were perpetually urging the Com- 
nnnrs to go there in fearcb of their Privileges, 
They looked on that f{oufe as a more fhip of 
convey(Jinoe,and like theIrilhman,,vvlio ihooght, 
btting 0 patrenger, that he had no concern in 
llic fafety of the vcffcl, they cared iittle what 
rocks and fhoals flhe run oii *, c^iil’ukrins 
themfelves ms mere fojonirnets there, ilWy 
vip iherr ahiiirie^, and kept evehy in- 
foi'niatu)!! to make a more briiliant UiTplay 
in the haven U> which tliny were faiUog^ 
leaving the th uggle there to poor, unioh^rm- 
<jd Laymen. The H'^n. and Le^dtied Gentle* 
rnanjMf. Hnrke iaii!, had exhibited mvjch elo¬ 
quence, but ad c^Hct/iandum bmiv^hnuam au^ 
Stjru*n was tlw Lear'ied and Hoa, Gentle - 
man's maxim, for he crufted tp his eloquence 
«nl)—-1)0 had not lilununated the Houfe, 
he bed uot even diazled it, i he Hog^, atid 
Jx^arned Gendeaun had told them, that he 
, had htti.i attemied to the fubjeCi, that he 
came with Pamphlets in h&.ad, and thon pro¬ 
duced a jT cedent-—foopjKjrtune ! “A friend 
,tn need is a frtcnd ind«ed,’' Since he came 
, down to Che Houfe^ a friend had told him of a 
Kiitghi: armed cap .a* pic; as a champion for 
the Lords, and ready to bieak a lance againCt 
the privdegei of the Cominoufi. At the fiift 
inemion of this ZCmght, Mr. Bgrke faid, he 
tele fome aiaim, and went out to fee how ha 
.was armed, and whether l.e hart any eucliant- 
wients ahoui him, to rcn. cr this Knight la- 
vu nei abh.', and if (o, pertiaps nefhould have 
eatdreed the Itature of Henry the Fourth 
;«gidnfl him j but he found that uaneceir.iy, 
and jiad Ibotik off much of his dread, when he 
Oncovcud this renowned and chiv.drovis 
Kuigin to be no ether t;.»an Sir Adam Ulair, 
who, he believed, would turn out a Kinght 
l.rrant, .md break his lance sgaintf the party 
that brought him forw:^rd to attack tiie Com¬ 
mons. Mr, Burke, after this fully* entered 
rei ioully into the precedent 10 much depeinU 
ed upon by Mr. Erlkine, of Sir Adam Blair, 
who had been dhcharged in, 1690 by the 
Lords, Sir Adam, he laid, ivas impeacliud 
in tho clofe of the year 1689 by the Com- 
xnoof, and wav commihed to Newgate j be¬ 
fore the Irxipeachmfnt was piocr:t. led m to 
tnal, a thllolniion took place ; and m Anarch 
1690, S,r A%Lm petitioned mu Lards to be 
Hi ought to trial, or enlarged j fo far, how- 
wr, from the Lords couueivinj they had a 


right tq difmifs'him In confeqtwjn^e of t 
UilTidution, lie was twice fent back to New 
gate, where he wasconftned eight months be* 
fore he was again brought up, when no no¬ 
tice having been taken by the Commons in 
the whole of that time, ’he Lords difeharged 
him on that veiy ground ; dais precedent 
therefore made againlt thofe who contended 
that a dilTidurion ahafceti an Impeachment ) 
for had thitbuen the cai'e, the Lords would 
uotjueBion Illy have ditcharged him on his 
petition i inlUad of which, however, they 
continued him a prifoner for a fufficient time 
to learn wbeclier the Cr.mmons would proceedj 
they not proceeding, he was at length with 
propi i';ly dij'charged. He faid,he was charmed 
with and admired ready wit and externpnra-* 
iieOus eloquence ,idlb,h>?'Ving with noble mat¬ 
ter and pointed di£tj on, and 00 man enjtiycd 
them HI a higher degree than the Hon. and 
Learned GentHman j but he livas no admirer 
,of extempuraneoufi judgcmccit. The rcafon of 
the Houle tiaving received nothing from his 
Hon. Friend but fuch iudgement, he attribx'A- 
ed entiifiy to his not being aihonnej for had 
he conAdered himfelf at home, however 
hoi'aiely home might be, he wfouid have 
Oicwn more alT.^lion to that Houfe, than in 
the introducing a Knight to att.ack their Privi¬ 
leges, It was remarked, he faid, of Louis 
the Fourteenth, that he hi^d fine, flout, 10- 
buft chilclfen by his Miflrefs, but that bis 
cliildret>«by his Queen were fickly, weak, and 
puny. The KmgaikingFabpnna, his Fhyfi- 
ciati,the caufe of this difrcremce,wawS arifwf red, 
that the rcafon was, the Qi.'.<Jea had only the 
riafings of the bottles. Tlie Houfe of Com - 
rnons Uu confidered to be in a fmiilar ftate 
with ihe Qneen of Louis the Fourteenth j Ihe 
was the leg limate wife to the Lawyers of that 
Houfe, but, unfortunately for her^ they tud 
a miftiefs in afiolher place ; if tht^y were at 
home in that Houfe, they would give the 
virtues as wcU .as the faults of domeflicity. 
We (faid Mr. Burke) ** have their bodies, 
they their fouls; which has the better bargain?'* 
He ridiculed the idea 66 going into a Com- 
itiiicee to tearch for precedents to afcirtain 
their Rights} and faid, no man, exceptthofe 
who were not at hornsj, if he had been in the 
uninterrupted polfefllon of an eflate for 200 
years, would employ all the hwyers, all the 
actoniies, all the hunters of records, ail the 
old fcratchersof parchment,nil the refufeitators 
of dead ink, to difeover a flaw in the title of 
their own pofleirioo. According to the Learned 
Geatl eman, from the earUcli oi igin of things, 
they muft feek diligently to fin'd a rule agaiaft 
ihenjfelves, A Right Hon. and Learned 
Gentlsmau (ihe Mafler of the Rolls) had pb- 
jefUd to the length of the Impeauhmenr, 
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|gg«ftdd the propriety of ^rirtglnp: in a 
!<> limit the time, and prevent thtslr-: 
^jng in tmure to huh length 5 lie wm 

^_, hef;iid!, for the fitfl time, to hear from 

a great Chancery Judge objetihofis to delay j 
he had never «:Kpedl:ed tp haVc been tridgbt 
expedititm from a Chancery Court: it 
was, however, to him a circnmftance 
of greater ahonifliment, fh:<t tlie Right Hon,- 
Centlemhh fhould h.^ve, obj -Cted to the 
proceeding on vitritton evidence, when 
that was the <mly evidence taken in ChJincery 
caufes. Mr. Burke faid, the Hon, Gentleman 
who bad concendt'd for the King’s power to 
put an end to Impeachmenta by adilfniution, 
k'ld not attempted to prove in which way 
f'uch a prerogative could tend to the tmthe.* 
ranee of to the convi<ihon ofguilf, to 

t'letr irmocence, and to make virtue apparent* 
No fvich attempt had been made; theafferiors 
of an impeachment ab iting with adilloiution, 
knowing well, that its only tendency was 
to make a way for the guilty to tfc/pe; it 
would he long, however, before he fhould be 
convinced that fuch was thu law of the land, 
or cbnfiftent w^ivh the principles of the con- 
fhtutioo, He;w'<nvld iy!|t take d if cafe fora 
iComme dicy, ncr would he more readily admit 
a defha to be a pari: of r.he conftitu Ion of 
the country, tlun he would allow the leprofy, 
the rtone, the gout, pleurify or confumpiion, 
to foe parts of the conthiutioa of the body,.on 
account of thofe difeafes attaching to n.an* 
He contended, that the law of Pailiaincnt was 
fuperior to all dcfc^l', and was th^ paramount 
law ol the land, Mr. Burke faid, the right 
of the Commons to cominue an Impeachnpciit 
from one Parlinmenc to anoihcf had been ad- 
tnitced by each branch of the Legillature, 
Charles the Second and his Chancellor, the 
Earl of Nottingham, admitted it in 1678; 
it had been recognized by the Cords, as an 
adjudged cafe, on the trial of Lord Stahord, 
whofc counfel were not even permitted to 
difpute it 5 a folemn judgment was the con- 
fequence^ and a Peer loft his liie, his ho« 
noun, and eltates. In the firll year of the 
reign of James the Second, 5685, an yttcmpij, 
Mr. Burke faid, had been made to refeiod 
the Precedent of zbyS, by entering on the 
lords’ Journals a refolutioo that Impeach-, 
mencs did abate by diflfolution j but fuch 
an arbitrary* order of the Lords could not re- 
feind an A<Irl of the whole Legillature and a 
folemn judgment. Mr.. Burke juflified the 
heat of the Commons againft Wd Danby, 
Who had fold the dignity and honour of the 
Crowm to France ; fuch crimes be hoped 
ever would occafion great heat « he faid he 
never knew a more fair or a more conthtu- 
tional trial thao Lord Uanby’s. .de <leUr.red 
he had en.juiieU mutU into tlfelobjedt b«fot« 
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the, Corrimittoe, and defied any Oert 
m ribew him, fI.pm the fit ft volume bf tl 
Journals to the luft, a fuigle declarat! 
igainft. the Right now claimed, iv'.' was 
ecpudiy clear that, the Law Courts and rl'«s 
greaceft Law AuthouUcs were witli him, 
and there was a vegula' chain,«'d' PiccjD<;leh4 
decidedly condufjve, timt Impenchmf^i ts u'd 
not abate with'djiToluticcii. He alkud if aU 
the Precedents .that had been ftated* and 
eipecially the latter onCs, did not hear marivs 
of tlie fpurof occt^hon j the whole fenes of 
them was, to his fight, obvipufly ffur^galhd 
from flank to fhuuldcrs. 

Colonel Siinctitt rofe to explain. The Colo¬ 
nel laid, he fhould have chlregardetl 
or anahKHuvof the Right Hun, CcnilcmAu, 
had he cpuceivfcd oth^jrwifc ihan lie did4>f tlws 
impeaebrrurnt i bat had l.ia been a new Meiv.-. 
ber, he fhould have been intimidraed fronci 
giving his opinion, in confequence of the 
Right Hon. Genllsman’s menace on a for- 
ma.r night, of confideiing every man anenc- 
'my to his country who voted-^gainU the 
motion. Th« Right Hon. Genclisiuan, the 
Colontl obferved, had, when chu fubj^Ct 
cime under coufideration* laft week, tlatad 
that there were four Grand Commiitees, the 
Crand Comnmeue of Trade, the Gv.md Com ] 
mitice of Religion, the Grand Committee of 
Jaftice, and the Gr.ind Commiucc of Privi- 
Uges 5 and that they were then fitting iti 
the Grand Commitrec of Privileges and the 
Grand Commiiiee of Juftice. Upon re flee-* 
tion, the Colonel faid, he had recoUeifted thac 
the Cornnrvhee of Privileges was a fub iidi- 
nate Committee j there was another Grand 
CommUiee indeed, and that was the Com-. 
mitteo of Grievance?, and wliOu fliat Com¬ 
mittee fvt, he would ftate a grievance to it. 

Mr, Pauiet (a new Member) faid, the quef- 
tion was divifible into two parts, that relat¬ 
ing to tlva. Conilitution, and that relating to 
ilie Law i the former, he faid, feemed to 
balance", Mr. Pauiet thought thole who had 
fat in the laft Parliament fhould have palLd 
au Adi of Parliament to havn faved the pre- 
fen t Houfe from the trouble and difficulty 
the Houfe found itfdf involved in. Mr, 
P.mlet took notice of an expreffion ufed by 
Mr, Burke lad Friday, relative to the old and 
new 'Members adhering to the Mace, and fup- 
porting the dignity and privileges of the Houre* 
He declared, h« had no doubt but the new 
Members would flick as ftifty by it, as the old 
on*^s ever had done. 

Mr. Grant (Son of Sir J,. Grant) cxprn fi¬ 
fed a-wifh that all fuch qaeftiuns were cut 
into one or two points, as they would then 
fie more cafy to be argued. He faid, the Houle 
feemed to him to be gpmg out of the?f w iy, 
and, under pretence ol finding Pitaiicnts, in¬ 
dulging 
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hemfefws in mfoninp upnn 
( fc1e^VK^n at U*eiir own option. 
/fTifp!“6leil that the phrafc? i^3rliameh'‘~ 
avvtVConfHiiuio.'':al Taw wcrreadopted 
file better w coiceal a ilefign to agrees- 
Tbte to arbitrary yi?iUnndr el^rtfefspow6r. Iflhcv 
were to go hvPrecedent, they wferebounil tc>HfU 
low the bfi:, withoWreafoningupon It; if they 
took-another litic apd at^fed diferet ionally jWpan- 
7ng to make a Precedent for themfelwes,that was 
j^nother matter, and in that cafe the exiftinjJ 
Precedents will be out of the queftirru -bot 
iaUt anjruiS in kerb 4 to be a true mot¬ 

to of the ufe made the terms PvirHamt’nt- 
Ttrjf Paw and Conftitutional Law. When 
they talked of the L'^wof the Lund they talk¬ 
ed intelligibly, and e’t’ery fx'kdy ku'^w where 
to look for it, Mr. Grant Ldd, hewafihim- 
felfan Advocateatthe Bar of the Court of Jief- 
fion, where the Civil Lalir pra^ltifed, 
' wlience he ftated a prlnc-ple, and read an 
extJTjft ortwo from Jjftinian to prove that 
the principle w'is founded. After much legal 
yeafoning, Mr. Grant ftaterl why bethought 
the Preccdtnl.of jyoi was fvi?ficicnt t6 oyer- 
throw the Precedent of 1685, and thereforic 
the former ought to bo deemed the laft Pre¬ 
cedent, upon, wl’dch ground, he declared, he 
ffio\j!d vote for the Right Kon. Gendemati’s 
^ lt«f -lution. 

Sir Charles Gould faid, he fhould not detain 
the ffonfe b it a v^'ry feW frunuteqand Would 
pfomife to fpeak clofely to the qutfflon. Sir 
Charles then produced n paper, on tvhich !)(•■ 
hflsl copied fevcral PxtraiVs of Refr iutious, 
JcC. from the Jourtiafs of the Houfeof Lords, 
which he ffated to the Committee, and gave 
his reafons why he thought fome of tlicm 
were in point t* the prefetit quedion. Sir 
Charles fpoke fo low that vVe could not hear 
enough of what he fa’d to folloytr him With 
any degree of certainty. 

Mr, Mitfordjin a very clear and able /peach, 
jRared that the honeff prejudices of Lawyefii? 
bad often proved mofl fahitary in their confd- 
quenresto the prefervation of the conflilufidn. 
Mr. Mitford fail), he took it to be a principle 
inherent in the contlirn'ion, that all pivrver 
takes its origin from the Crown The Crown, 
ft was univerfdlv agreed, called power into 
in n variety of d lTerent ways. To 
ifluffrate this, he Dated.^bnt the four Courts of 
.WeDminDer Hall could open for the ad- 
/niniDration of jufticc imlefs the Crown' firft 
jgave the proper authority, nor cmild vhe vari¬ 
ous Commillions of and TeytMintrf ahd 
■aiJI the other CommiiTions that were neceflary 
forfo mnuy differ«nt ocenfions, iiTue but at 
%he dir«< 5 >)on ttf the Crown. Having thus 
defchbod the firfl on'ginating principle of ac¬ 
tion in the odminiftralion of juflice, Mr, 
Milford ftat«d the nature of tb« firD prej 


cefs of fuits, from the iffoing of th^> Wr 
till the appetriug co it, and the variom for rns 
which^being wifely provUlctS - or hy the equal 
diftribution of juDice between party and party, 
were necelTary to be complied with fl:i'i<^ly» 
hecaufe j in caff of a frUrre of compliance 
tvith any ©tie Dare of the procefs, the whole 
wovdd ceafe, and rrmfi be commenced Je 
In tracing this,Mr, Milford made himfelf per* 
fciDly intelligible to every man in tho Houfe, 
pr'ofcffiional' or not. By the Datement it 
clearly appeared, that there was a direct and 
palpi>blc analtjgy Ireitween S proc^fs of tlia 
kinil defcribs'd in the Courts below, ; nd the 
proccOs of an Impeachment m the Houfe of 
Gomrhons. Thu latter, though the, Tingle 
jiHlicial procefs that did not fa originate 
fiom ilie Growi'n, hot was completely popu¬ 
lar, Mr. Mitfoul proved to abate wheiteveff 
a dififohjtion of Parliament took place. He 
defined the diftiudlion between a prorogatiort 
and aihtrulution j the latter implying that after 
» givov time Parliament would rc-affemhto# 
and coufequently that It# funfllons, though 
put irvU) a Hate of dormancy h>r t time, 
would be oallted again into a«Diof> j diffoltjt- 
tion^ on tho contrary^, putting an a<3o»l audi 
immediate period to the e^iUtencc of a Parlia¬ 
ment, Mr. Milford, faid, ho was ready to 
that during the Impeachmenl, lb<! 
Ojrhmorts had complete conlroul over it^ 
and tliat ihe Lords could not give judgmenf^ 
unlefs the Commons prayed it. Accordhig, 
however, to the principles of the conOitotion, 
the Houle of Commons had c^ntnd, ami there 
was nothing in the Conftiiution that could 
be coriDrued to give the Houfe a power of 
yevifing in a new Parliametu the pro-* 
ceedmg* of the old one. With regard t« 
the implied quottion. Whether the Im¬ 
peachment wa# depending in Jlttin 
to enable him to give an aafwer to that* 
Mr. Milford faid, h© needed no exami¬ 
nation of principle, no »pplicatior> of pre¬ 
cedent j the matter required no other guide 
bvvl his coufeience and his feeling j it wa* 
intpoffible, however the Impeachment 
miglit, Under Tome fort of a conflrufVion or 
oihrr, be faid to exift at all, that it could 
exiD in Jlatu qun» Mr. Mitford added fom# 
further reafons in proof of this latter part of 
bis argument. 

Mr. Dundas rofe next, and very ably fop.? 
ported Ihe original qweDron. Mr, l)uncia]| 
faid, he bad formed his opinion from whni he 
had he.ird in the Houfe,, and that he OionJd 
that day ftand m the frugular fjtuation of con¬ 
curring with the fereral Gentlemen with 
whom he wa? felt'om in the habit of agree¬ 
ing on PolitJeai QueDions, and dilTering from 
oth.crs for whom he profefEed a very fiaccre 
hati long been S;CCuRomed ct| 
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ifwlt oil the rnoft ailvireable ittAeans of bring* 
forwflrtl the public bufinefsin that Houfe, 
ilh regard ro the quchion itfdf, Mr. Dnn« 
htfitated not to declare, that it was a q«ef. 
irion of the greatcft magnitude and impor¬ 
tance of any he tiad ever rifen to fpeak to 
fmce he bad enjoyed the honour of a feat la 
that Houfe, as it immediately concerned the 
cxilknee of that great conftitutioaal intlru- 
ment of publick fafety, the Right of the 
Houfe of Commons, tn their own name and 
that of all the Commons of England, to vole 
an Impeachment againft any public delfn- 
quent, and carry it up to the B.»r of the Houfe 
of Lords fur trial } a matter fo important in 
every point of view as to fuperfede all other 
confiderations. The Court of Judlfature 
before whom Impeachments were to be 
tried, VAIS the High Court of Parliament, 
depending not upon the cafnal termination 
of a Parliament either by prorogation or 
diffolution, but poUcHing an inf\erent right j 
a right not revived by the King’s Writ, but 
by- fheir own Power, being afTtmbled in 
Parliomenc. The right poiTelfed by the 
Commons was to impeach, and that right 
was equally inherent in them, as the reprefeii- 
tatives of the Commons of England, to whom 
the right had ever belonged, as \n the Lords 
to 117 and decide upon fuch Impeachments i 
to thefe two bodies, therefore, holding each 
feparately inlierent rights and functions, 
belonged the important conftitutional power 
of Iinpeachnierit. The concJufion to be 
drawn from fuch premiftss he was warranted 
in declaring to be, that no law or power 
exifted to impede an Impeachment, and that 
it was veafonabie to fuppofe the Law of the 
Land and the principles of the conftitution 
mithorifed every meaf'ure neceffary to carry 
an Impeachment, once commenced, to a 
judicial cotjclufion. The monarchy of this 
oountry was univerfally and juftly admired j 
for it was a Monarchy, thoiiyih great, not 
dangerous, as it formed but a part of a con¬ 
ftitution well balanced \vith dittinift rights 
in each feparaie branch. The King had a 
right to dilfolve his Parliament, but that 
right, could not affcdl the inherent rights of 
the other branches of the Government 5 the 
dillolution, tlierefore, not abating an Im¬ 
peachment, gave to each the full, free, and 
%f!e<?live exercife of their privileges. The 
contrary doftrine would admit the power of 
the Crown to cleftroy the privileges of ch* 
Lords and the Commons. In 1678, he argued, 
the right of continuing from Parliament to 
Parliament an Impeachment fiad been re¬ 
cognized, adted up to, and fealed with the 
blood of one of the firft families in the king¬ 
dom. Our anceftors had nobly maintained 
that right, and bad ever been alive to Che 
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Icafl infringetfient of it. Xh the cafe 
Danby, it had been propofed by the 
to have a Lord High Steward appointetl 
the Comilaons, jealous of their right?, inter- 
pofed, demanded a cohference, and fucce^-. 
fully refifted the appointment. The attempC 
on the part of the Lords to have a Hi^h 
Steward apijouited to prefide at Impeavh- 
nfients, might at firft view' appear to Bo si 
milter Of little confequenoe; but the way 
in wtiich it had been refifted by the Houfe 
of Commons had fhewn it to be a matter of 
n^fmali import, and had, at the fame time, 
marked decid<?dly their opinion of the right 
to carry every Imflleachment to a cooclufton, 
in w’hich they might have been interrupted 
had they atquiefced in the appointment, as 
the Fung might, by refufing to appoint a 
High Steward, have prevented the p»oreciif> 
tion of every Impeachment. Alluding to tho 
attempt of the Ciow'n, in the cafe of Lord 
Dauby, to deftroy the^ffeft of an Inipcanh* 
merit by a pardon, he quoted the Reiblu^ 
Uon of the Common?, in confcquence of furh 
attempt, in which they had well afTerred, 
“ That no right exifted either in the Crowa 
or the Jxirds mCornpatihle with the ac¬ 
knowledged privileges of the Houfe lt\ 
regard to impeacliments/' He faid, it had 
been the pra<ilice w’lth many to reprobate 
the Long Parliament, for the purpofe oC 
adding force to iheir arguments agaiml the 
right now’ contended for. He would not, 
however, mt-ke one to reprobate that Par¬ 
liament} (or, wdiaiOvcr were their faults, 
Engliihmen ought to revere thi^ir manes, for 
in that Parlbrnent the feeds had been fcac- 
tered for the privileges which the Hoiife 
then enjoyed; and to them we owe the 
Habe.is Corpus A( 5 l, which Engljfhmen juOly 
admired as the monument of their deareft 
rights. Our ancefton, Mr. Dundas fakl, 
had nobly maintained their rights; he dpubt- 
cd not but their fucceflors would contend 
equally, and h.nnd them down to their pollei ity 
as they had received them. If in the prefent 
Inltance the right was not aflferted and 
maintained, there would be end for ever* 
to Imf)eachrnents. Prom rl.fi earlieft page 
of the Journals to the laft, not a fmgle 
infinuation would be found of a douU' of tii« 
right to proceed. He had, he faid many 
precedents to (hew undeniably the right $ 
but tfiat having bren, in his opinion, already 
folly and ably proved by other Gentlemen, 
he w'oujd not enter upon them. As, there¬ 
fore, the right was undifn-> d on the.r ow n 
journals, “as it had been recognized by the 
Lords on a folemn occafuin, and as a finglo 
coutradidlory diflum could not be produced 
againft it, wire re could be the necdlity to go 
into a furtdter euquky, aud particularly to tt e 
E , Lords* 
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.iffnaLs ? He liaJ look 

pities, but would never fubmil to 
/any other place than in that Houfe 
/rights of the Commons of England, 
enjoyed through their reprefe;\tatives, 

- The Solicitor Geaeval (Sir John Scott) 
having been called upon by Mr, Dundas in 
the courfe of his fpeech to anCwer a qaef- 
tion or two, rofe to give that Gentleman a 
reply, and b'.’gan a moft elaborate, learned 
and ablo profelhonal argument, with ftating 
diredhy and ejtplicitly, that a Diifolution of 
Parliament' did abate an Impeachment, and 
that no more of it ren^ained in exigence bat 
the mere record, which was in the polfe-hinn 
of tbs Houfe of Lords. Sir John proceeded 
to argue the Precedents one after another, 
^hich he did very clearly j and in order to 
iliuftrate d\em more forcibly, Sir John pro¬ 
duced the application of Lord Danby to the 
>foafe of Lord5, and likewife the language 
held on Lord Stafford’s Trial. Sir John 
declared, that to fay that the King could not 
pardon a perfou impeached, in law it was 
mot true, uotwitlirtanding the Act 

of TA and 13 William and Mary , the King 
could not certainly pardon formally and di- 
redly > in otlier words, a pardon was not 
pleadable to an Impeachment j but the King 
wfiglit attempt to pardon with cffeH, and it 
was mnz2.Vtng tht Lm of Prerogative <with a 
Coh<w:ei> to endeavonr againfl it. Sir John 
argued moff clofely tlmough the whole of the 
fubjedt, and, after Eating many new cafes, 
«le(:lr4red, that the Impeachment could not' 
(depend in Jlaiu yuo* 

Before he fat down, Sir John t^pealed 
In Mr. Murko, whethet he had not always 
treated him with refpeiSI 5 and whether, in 
return, ho had not a right to expert 
Ibvit the Right Hon. Gentleman fhonld 
at leafl: keep terms of common civility 
with him, iiiEearl of letting it go forth 
into the world, that a perfoa of the 
Hon, Gentleman's high charaiffer treated 
any argument of his hi a manner tliat, was 
fcarccly tolerable from one Gentleman to 
another. 

Mr, Eurk« faid, he never meant to treat 
she Hon. Gentleman oihcrwile than with 
file utmoft perfonal refpea. 

Mr. Fox rofe about twelve at night, and 
We-^au a very brilliant and able fpfecch with 
obferving-, that it was aukward to luve to 
trouble the Houfe at fo late an hour, after 
ihi'ec days debate, and jiariicularly to have 
to repeat what had been faid fo well already, 
on a queftioti that had been difcidfed with fo 
tnnch deliberation and ability. His Hon. and 
Uata*»d Friefld had pains to fupport 


Precedents d\re€l!y in the teeth of the priv 
vilegtfS of the Houfe of Commons, and invme- 
diately inimical to the power of Impeachment, 
on .which depended hv>t only the exirtehce ot 
that Houfe, but of the Conttuution itffcl/, a «!)4 
of all that was thought dear to Enghlhmen, 
and to every man who wilhed to contin\je to 
live under a free government. How great 
had boon his furpriz-e then to find, after his 
Lion, and Learned Friend’s Ipecch had been 
fo well anfw ered in that extraordinary !tr* 
gimvent tbat they had all iittened to wjclt fo 
nmch admiriuioo the day bo/oi e, to fee anorlier 
Learned Gcmleman rife immediately after- 
wards, and, inftead of taking new ground, 
go over the fame lil^ of Precedents, and, 
endeavour to fupport them with the farai.e 
fort of argument as they had alio hcai*d be- 
for-iS, and had that day heard completely con¬ 
futed ^nd overtlirow'n I Tlie Learned Gen- 
tleniao liad been followed by other Gentle¬ 
men of the fame profahjon, who hail iikewifo 
contented themfclvcs wjth again Snd again 
bolding up fame Precedents. Mr. Pox 
ftated fume of the features of the fpecdies 
of the MafU-r of the Rolls and the Attorney 
Ccneral, and animadveittd with fcvcriiy cm 
each. That day a Gentleman of the Long 
Kobe puffelRng fufticient ability to qualify 
him to treat any fubjedt with jjcrfpiciiity and 
phinnefs, had led them down to tl^o Courw 
boluwy to trace there the Privileges of theHouf® 
of Commons 5 and had declared, he could noc 
confcittitioully vote for the; qunEion, if it 
were under Rood that the Impeachment 
exifted in Jlatu qm* After arraigning llw» 
latter declaration, Mr. Fox faid, he could 
no otberwife account for the Gentlemen of 
the Law all taking up the fame exploded 
.Precedents, and endeavouring to uvake a 
ftand with them, but by fuppofingthat each of 
them hoped, although bis Hont Friend’ft 
Speech hnd been fo well anfvvered, iliey 
might Rand a chance of receiving an anfwer 
leE able, and thence they migiit have tha 
good fmtvine to gain ground. The Right 
Hon. Gentleman who had fpoken that day 
had convinced them of their error, and in 
an argument in which the fubjed: had bee* 
exhibited in as new a point of view, and yet 
as forcible a one, as it was capable of being 
placed in, liad again put the lallied forces of 
the Learned GcuClenrieri to the rout. After 
thus noticing the courfe that the debate had 
taken, and promifing to touch upon what 
had fallen from the Learned Gentleman 
who had Juft fat down, Mr. Fox faid, iC 
was ttot his intention to dwell on the Prece¬ 
dents about which they Ijad heard fo much, 
to reft his argument on the gentraj 
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howfver, he proceeded to our Liberties. In that year> no? oi^ 
nfs the main jmiint, he ^vonld ju<t hjy a Ha 6 (as Cor-^ut A£k was rnaeje^ but 
r words on one or two of tl^.e Precedents: on the Prefs expired, and were never m<'rc 
and, firrt, of that Rufolntitm of tiuryear 167$, renewed. In that year aUo wa^ palled ih«. 
Wider which Lord Statfotd was tried, con.. ' famous Declariuory AOf, recojtow:»ng our 
Vi (ft ed and executed. If he were Diked, he freedom and franchifes. That therefore wa« 



fhould certainly fay that Lord Staltord’flt 
verdiift was a juft one according to the cvi- 
rfenco j at the fame lime he fhould have no 
fcruple to own, if the queftion were pm to 
him, Whether he doubted tlio evidence of 
Oates and- Bedloe ? ftwt he certainly did, 
on account oftheir noiorioidly had ebaratfter. 
•He declared, that he blnnncd not the Peers 
who tried Lord Stafford, becaufe, comfiduring 
that the evidence imprclfed ilfeif on their 
minds as matter of fa^, who could fay that 
tlieir verdi<ft was not a juft one, and their 
conduct perfectly confiftent and perfodlly 
warrantable ^ Mr. Fox took notice of the 
condu6I of Charles the Second (refpe<fting 
Lord pAnby), whole obviouswifh it hadheeii 
to fcreeri his favourite j and it was no won¬ 
der, for Lord Danhy’s guilt was geweralfy 
imagined to be no other guUc than the guilt 
of the King himfelf, who had commilBoned 
his favourite to I'eU the Britifii Interefts to tlie 
King of France, and to barter away the 
honour and dignity of the Britifh Crown for 
Foreign Penfions, It was therefore the 
interert of Charles to lave Lord Panby j and 
in order to eftelSI a purpofe fo neceftary to 
himfelf, they faw him make ufe of 
every ftj/ft, and refort to every e.jercife 
of his prerogative that the advice of his 
Minifter or his own ingenuity could 
fuggert. Fmtunacc was it for them that 
it had fo happcneit, becaufo the confe- 
quence had been, thnt they had a dircift Par- 
liamenuuy condemnation of tVie illegality of 
evisry one of his m^'afures on this memorable 
occalkm* W'hen the King endeavoured to 
foil their Impeachment of Lord Danby, by 
creatirig a difficulty relative to the appoinc- 
meiu of a Lord High SfewarAl, they had 
voted a Lord High Steward unocceffary ; and 
when he had proceeded toHftop the Impeach¬ 
ment by a DilTolution, they had voted ll>ac a 
DUroluti.i-n did not abate an Impeachment. 
Mr. Fox defcan^ed on the Refolution of 1 BySj 
declaring that it did not make Law, what 
was not Law before. He animadverted 
on what liad fallen from the Solicitor Gene¬ 
ral 5 and faki, he waa aftonilhed that the 
Learned Gentleman fljoald have feiited on the 
Precedent of X690, after ■'■had been fo com¬ 
pletely demolifhed iu that day’s debate. If 
it bad been the Law of Parliament that Im¬ 
peachments did not abate, the folitary Pre¬ 
cedent of the Duke of Leeds did not alter it. 
He fpoke of the year 1679 as a year ad- 
aakud ou all hands to ke moft favourable w 


not only an uaexceptton^iblc> hut a glorious 
aTa; and Judge Blackftone, who was as 
diftinguifhed for his party prejudices as h« was 
for hH legal knowledge, had de^dared, that if 
he were alked when the Liberties of Engiilh- 
men began, he (houKI lay in the year 
Mr. Fox faid, his Hqn. and Le.arned PViend's 
amendment h«id been fupported by moft of 
the great Lawyers in that Houfe, but luckily 
the fuppof t they had been able to give, had 
proved but little, and ha trotted that the ef- 
fefl wovild be pii portiooate. If Mielawyei s 
to their knowledge of the law were to M 
fome regard to the conftiUition, be thought: 
it would be no gre.at harm. ' iC^r. Fox faid, 
he faw the high uecellity of Impeachments, 
but not fo much as a check againft Minifters 
as W'kh regard to the Courts of Juftice them- 
felves. Siippofe our Judges were as corrupt 
and a$ bad ai’ many of Choie in the reign pf 
Charles the Second, where was our remedy 
but by Impeachm«i?'r .} If, therefore, that great 
inftrument of fafety w.is abolifhed, we fhould 
have no Law, no Juft ice, not even a fcintHU 
of liberty. Mr. Fox reproheted the Geniie- 
men of the Long Robe for having, as it werOj 
united to oppofe the Motion, He faid, when 
he faw a cor^w of profefTional pet^ple, a knot 
of Lawyers, and a band of .men all animiated 
with the Pifprit Hu fetling themfelvej 
againft the hnerty of the fubjedft, and rhe helft 
means of fapporritig the couftitution, he 
fhould fay ic was worfe than tlie Popifh Plot 
in Charles the Second’s t/me, if any Popifb 
Plot there had exifted. One of thefe Gen., 
tlemon, he obferved, had faidj there wer^ 
cafes in which Impeacbmenit were not apf- 
plicabie, and then they might have rccom fe 
to Bills of Pains and Penalties. This was 
infidious advice, Mr. Fox faid, becaufe 
they all knew the King could by a diflbluticn 
of the Houfe put an end to fuch Bills when¬ 
ever he thought proper. Another ofehefo 
Gentlemen had gone fo far as to declare, that 
the King attempt to pardon theob- 

jedt impeached. By to pardon, he fup«r 

pnfed the Learned Geniieman meant that th« 
King miglrt produce the efiedl of a pardon by 
a Ddfolution ^ and in that cafe the Learned 
Gemkman had added, that the Houfe fiad a 
remedy, for they m-ght impeach the Minifter 
for having advifed a Diflolution* Butin 
ferioufnefs Mr, Fox alked, What fort qf 
fecurity was this ? Suppofe the tfoufe did 
impeach, the King might diiTolvc tire Par* 
Imment againi and thus again render tlielr 
£• % conftltutioqftl 
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ItStional ^‘CJipon ufelefs, and fo on they 
iJ’proceed, and the laft effort to impeach 
'as inelTedivd as tliefirlt. An Hon; 
earned (jendeman, Mr. Fox (aid, had 
ftated in his fpeech that he liacl heard him 
tofirt at the Bar of the Houfe of Lords on 
his right, as a Manager, to introduce new 
Articles of Charge in any ftage of the Trial. 
>?e certainly had infifted on it, becaufe it 
was a Conftitutional Right, belonging to that 
Houfe } but it was that fort of Right that ne« 
vcr fliould be ufed but on very cxti.iorciinary 
occafions j nor had he any cxpetSlatiovas that 
it v/ould be necefiary for him to exerctfe it 
oa the prefent occafion. With regard to the 
ob3e6h(>n made by the Learned Gentl/?man. 
agamft w’ritica evidence, thnCait was not fit 
for any perfon to adjudge upon, Mr, Fox 
faid, it was a little extraordinary that he, who 
was neither a learned nor a profefilonal ma«> 
Aioald have to the Learned Gentle- 

n\an, that if he fhoiild become a Ju^lge, or 
Chief Juflh^e of the King's Bcnth for in- 
ftance, and the King’s Attorney fiiould pray 
a judgment on any man againft whom 
had obtained a verdnSt, the Learned Gentle¬ 
man murt himfelf pafs the judgment on 
written evidence and no other ; nay, he 
W'ould not even have any iecoUedtion of the 
evidence, which he had contended it was 
fo neceffary for him to charge his memory 
with j bccaufe in the King’s Bench the.cof- 
tom was, a Puifne Judge tried a caufe often 
out of Term, and' when the chief or the 
fenior Puifne came to pronounce jodgnaent 
pi Term time, he h^d no other pvm»f of the 
evidence than what might be deemed an 
oUi-fafifioned fpccies of evidence—the 
Judge's Notes who had tried the caufe. Nor 
was that all the vyritten evidence that would 
b« laid before him—affidavits both of aggra¬ 
vation and qf extenuation rnight and were 
frequently produced imd read in Court, 
Upon this rpecies of wrUcen ev'dence might 
depend a fine froni one /hilling up to tep 
ihouland pounds j and yet his Hon. and 
T»earned Friend near him had faid, he would 
not fee a fparrow fall on written evidence, 
way more, not even a feather of its wings 
hurt! The Hon. and Learned GenUemarij 
Fox faid, who had fpoken laft, had 
afleed, if on a Dilfulution all their proceed- 
pigs did not ceafe ? He would anfwer, a Hif- 
Solution had precifdy the fame effeft as a 
Prorogation j daring the interval occafionecl 
by either, their proceedings certainly ccafed. 
The High Cpijrt of Parliament could not then 
fit, any more than one qf their Committees. 
IVfr. Fo^ Lid, if he was tq underftand that 
the late Parliament had been dift'olved qnder 
the idea that the Impeachment abated, he 
th© Diilblution waif a aiming 
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one, and ought to he enndenlned as 
But bad the Right Honv Gentleman dififolvod 
the laft Parliament with any fuch vievv ? He 
believed moft fincerely that he had not. There 
might be others, however, who might have 
adviled his Majefty to fach a meafure. U 
the ad were fo, thofe others of the King's 
fervants deferved to be impeached. Mr. Fox 
mentioned the BUI of the year 17 73, in which 
feveral of the Rights of the Commons wero 
declared. At that time there had prevailed 
an idea of infeitiog the Right of Impeach¬ 
ment j but a Gentleman whom he highl/ 
efteemod, though he did not always agree 
with him in his political principles, he meant 
Mr. Dyfon, had in uis mind very properly 
objedledjobferving that it would enfeeble that 
great Kiglit, as it would imply fome doubt 
of its being an inherent indepeadent privilege 
of the Houfe of Commons on the behalf of 
all the Commons of Fnglanid, and therefore 
he was happy it had been kept out of it. He 
obferved, that when the Impeachment had 
been originally refolved on, a motion had 
been made, that it (houJd be profecuted with 
vigour. This had been agreed to by ibeLearn'w 
ed Gentlemen ; and if their d«dlrine that day 
fhouJd prevail, it would be obvious, that at 
that time a fecret poiion lay lurking in their 
breafts, fmee they knew that it Would 
be but for a fhort period, as the Impeachment 
would abate as foon as a Bliloiution ftibuld 
take place. With regard to the advice that 
had been given them to look into the Jour- 
n.als of ihe other Houfe, that 'wss, he believe 
ed, thefirft; time that a Member of the Britiih 
Houfe of Commons had recommended them 
to fearch into the Journals of the Houfe of 
Lords to find ihe privileges of the Houfe of 
Commons. He reprobated this idea, and 
condemned it as likely to avert and turn aftilq 
tliat fttre.amof Law and tiie Conftitution, on 
the uniform currency "and clearnefs of which 
fo much depended. With all his refpedl.for 
the reigning family onthe Throne, Mr. Fox 
obfpFved he would fay, the difeuftum of that 
day, /hould it end in the lofs of his Right Hon, ' 
Friend’s original Qiieftion, Was as great a 
violation of the Conftitution as could be at¬ 
tempted j and he had not, he declared, been 
lefs alionifbed at the fort of dodirincii 
broached that day, than he fhould he, if any 
Hon. Gentleman vyas to rife in that Houfe 
and pronounce the A< 51 : of Queen'^Anne fet¬ 
tling the fucceftion in the Hanoverian L,ne 
a breach of the Qonftitutionj and that th« 
defeendants of James the Second were the 
lawful Heirs to Throne. Such a decla¬ 
ration, extraordinary a*; it would found af 
that time, would certainly excite great in¬ 
dignation ; bur, natural ns that feeling would 
Mr, Fox (aid, he Biowld endeavour tq 
rejnefs 
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jis'fenfationjr, anJ to procure what the 
Jwt Qaeftkm before them had undoubt- 
TCeived, a tempei'ate deliberation of the 
jt, and a difcufTion of the iuhje£l in 
fnch a manner aS was moft likely to produce 
a 6rni and effe^laal repulfe and condemna¬ 
tion of a do* 5 lrine fo abfurd and extravagant. 
The Learned Gentleman who had lately 
fpoken, Mr. Fox obferved, had faid, that by 
cortiing to the qneftiorr prdpofed by his Right 
Hon. Friend, “ they would only muzzle the 
Lion a^itha,cobweb; he might ftill do them 
more mifchief.^’ Yes, Parliament might b« 
dilTolvbd ; bwt he would fay, they miglu Vote 
titc Impeachment without previous enquiry 
.of any kind. There were many Precedents 
fork. But then it would l>e faid, tlie King 
rnay make forty or fifty Peers for the purpofe 
pf refeuing a ci inainal from juftice, 1 hat 
indeed might be done, and whenever it was, 
he fiiould lament it ; at ihe fame time he was 
ready to confefs, that whenever the King s 
Power of making Peers (honld dmp, it 
whuld be dangerous to the Stjwe. Should, 
however, fuch a bad and pernicious fyftem 
be begun, there flUl would refide a power in 
tlie body of the people at large to reform 
abufes of fo enormous a fize, Such an event, 
however, Was what every good man muft 
deprecate, as too dreadful in its probable con- 
feqncnces; and whenever fad neceffity flioold 
urge it on, eVery individual who had a heart 
to feel for the calamities of his country mu ft 
deplore the exigency of the times. Never- 
thelefs, they were to watch pofTibUities 
in that Hoafe with an eye of caution and 
Jealoofy; and lUouId tyranny ever be enfor¬ 
ced, he had no doubt but the Gentlemen of the 
Long Robe, v/hqfe opinions of that day he 
had felt himfelf obliged to reprobate, would 
contradict the fent;mcnts they had chofen to 
del\vpr„ by their actions, and prove by their 
oml a^hvfty, that they were as ready to 
lay down their lives in defence of their free- 
tlom, as any defeription of men whatever. 
He aftared his Hon. and Learned Friend, that 
he had not forfeited any prjrt of hiS regard 
and ^•ftcem by having held an opinion ditfe- 
rent from bis own on the fubjeft of the three 
days debate } and for the reft of the LeanrecI 
Gcmlemen individually,beentertained afincere 
refpC'^. Fox declared, that whenheconfi- 
tiered theconflrud^ion of any particular of 
parliament, lie ilien looked for I^rocedcnt and 
Principle 3 but when he examined any thing 
touching the Conftkution itfelf, he reforted 
to rcafon a'n»l argument rather than to Pre- 
jcedentor Principle., With that view he had 
confideredthe 3)0 w^ r of voting Impeachments, 
but he begged to be underftood as ftanding 
upon the general ground tefpe< 5 ^ing them ; 
j;)e tiiooght ijienp iWe nvift effeqtial «id 
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paranaciunt excellcuce of our Coof^ltutbin, 3 i 
truRed they would be,able u* prefervtf th.ij 
valuable and inherent right unimpdrcd, and 
hand it down from Houfe of Commons 
to Houfe of Commons, Parliament after Par¬ 
liament. . 

* [Mr. Fox, wlien difcuflTmg the Precedents 
and the ettabl»fhed right of the continuance of 
Impeachments notwithtfanding a t> fiolucion, 
Quoted the authorities of Chief fultice Hole, 
Mr. J up ice Fotler, anti other Law Writers 
of .acknowledged fame, irap4rtwlity,and wif- 
dom.] 

Mr, Yorke rofe, and complained, in terms 
of fijme warmth, of the attack that had baon 
made on the Gentlemen of the prmellioo lo 
which he had the honour lo belong. Mr. 
Yorke faid, in all the critical events of our 
hifiory, the Lawyers had diltlngudhcrl them, 
lelves as the friends of freedom j and that at 
the Fvcwdlutioo, it was matter of notoriety* 
that the glorious event had been chiefly pro¬ 
duced, and the CoofUtution fettled, through 
the patriotic efforts and great abilities of the 
firfl gentlemen of the ld.arned pjrofeflion 
who at that time had feats in the Houfe o£ 
Commons.. 

Mr. Fox raid, he had intended no refle<Sltioisi 
on the Profetlion, buc h:ul fc:lt himfelf Ixjnnd 
to combat opinions which he could not buc 
confider as of the mofl mTchievous and moft 
uoainftitution.ll tendency. The manner in 
which he ' had fpoken of Lord Chief 
Jurtice Holt, Lord Somers, Mr. Jvrftic« 
Fofler, and Serjeant Maynard, was a 
fuflicient proof, that he had intended nothing 
like a general and illiberal refle<flion upon 
the Gentlemen of the Long Robe. 

Mr.Rrlkinc fauhamongall that he might hnva 
loft by the conduct he had held tliac day and 
the three preceding, it was fomc comfort to 
him to think that he had not forfeited th« 
eltecm of his Right Hon. Friend [Mr. FoxJ, 
Fie was not a little fl.^ttered, Mr. Lrfkirie faid, 
to find himfelf fupported by a Gentleman 
defccncled from a Lawyer of fo refpcTable a 
name and character as the great X/ord Hard., 
W'icke, He muftfay, that he thought ‘Ss pro^ 
fetlxon had been infulted in the Coorle 6f the 
debate; fiot by the Right Hon.Oertlcniaa whd 
had juft fat down, but by another Hon, Gen¬ 
tleman, who had fpoken more early that dayj 
and he could not help thinking that that Right 
Hon. Gentleman had dealt a little more hardy 
ly with him, than from their mutual fiiend- 
Ihip, and the kmdmL he had ever experi¬ 
enced at Che Right Hon. Geiillerrion's hands, 
he had laid hii account with expeilipg to re-' 
ceive. He bad opened the dcbkte, and pro- 
pofe the Motion for the Chairman to leave th« 
Chair, from a fenfeof doty, and no other Tm- 
puUc wb^vtcver. ^ fjpeaking to the ijncftioo, 
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fttideavoared do fo to the beft of 
ity } dnd.it he had failed, the triumph 
be greater to thofe wlio fhouid prove 
rooft (pcceffiful in the di>jiifton. He 
tvas not, he declared, convinced by any thing 
flat he had heard, and tlierefore he whulJ 
not give up his motion. That he had been 
^ut.dihatsd, he admitted j but he would not 
admit, that the Gentlemen who liad main¬ 
tained argument;.: 0{>p«rite to thofe which he 
bad otFered to the confidcracion of the 

lioufs, had proved that iljey were entitled to 
carry the majority. With regard to his being 
t^ne of that order of birds who had beeu 
Vu'llicroufly ulU to be birds of palTage, who 
perched there in their' flight to tlie lloul'c 
of l.ords, and who did not conhder them- 
felves at home in the H«ule of Commons', 
bill affnred tlie Kight Hun, Geotieman he was 
BO fuch bird j if he had been one, he would not 
have perched there, but t^ouJd have chofert 
> bough where tiro leaves were thick, and a 
Ifoug ntfl nv.ght have been made, - And aato 
bis giving that Houfe the mere riufings of his 
bottle, he had fet fuch wine as he before 
them, and they (hould have been welcome to 
thi‘ belt wine in his cellar ; indeed the belt 
of his abilities ft’^ould be ever at the command 
of the Houfe. Mr. Krlkine edded feme far- 
ttlisr arguments to prove that the Lawyers had 
voted difuuereftediy, a.ud then concluded with 
Bepeatiug his mr/oon. 

Mr. Burke rofe, thinking himfelf called 
op<»n to (ay a few wurdi, in conf€^uence of 
what Irad been faid by the Hon. Gentleman 
who bad juft fat down. Mr. 3 iurkc faid, 
Ire heliered he liad fpoken in peifer^I good 
humour, and he thought he had obferved the 
Hotiie parti'ke of it. He wifhed to lurrt the 
feelings of no man j he elieerneci the Jaw 
highly, and approved of the country being 
j<>ven>ed by law, h\it not by Lawyers. He 
had a high refpeif.for the lion, and Learned 
CciHlemao’s t.den{:s, for his great eloquence, 
and his unconimof) aptitude at argunieut; he 
could not therefore but lament the lofs of 
•hofe Dlents, that eloquence, and that argu¬ 
ment, in fupport of tire great conllitutiorral 
«aufe,the Imp«<achrtiei»t of Mr. Haftings. The 
quelbon that had bccir moved by him was a 
iiueftion ih:it involved in it their Conftitu- 
liona! Privilegts, and therefore when he un- 
<‘erfio(»d tint the Hon. and Learned Gentle¬ 
man had come determined to overwhelm his 
^efforts in the greateft and moft imp jrtant caiife 
in which a Houle of Commons could be 
engaged, and found he brought fuch flight 
aoateyials with him, he could not hut think 
‘(irist a fine natural flow of wortls without ar- 
;gumcnt and prompt deliberation, rather than 
a fludied and a laborious endeavour to make 
>.;,micif equal to the great work he had 


rathly undertaken, merited the fort of antmi 
verlion tliat he had tlyrown out on the HonJ 
and Learned Gentleman in common with a: 
others w ho had fought on the fame fnle of the 
qutllion. With regard to friendfhip, it was, 
Mr, Burke faid, if any thing, fuperior even 
to a love of one’s country, an it was the 
fource and fpf ing, the aniirjating foul 
whence origiivuted every other virtue ; but 
what right the Hon, Gentleman had to expert 
any particular friendiliip from hitn, that Hon, 
and Learned Gentleman bjft knew. As to 
the fubjedt of debne, he thought tbofe who 
had chofen to defend the Privileges of tho 
•Houfe of Commons had defended them fo well, 
that tliey did not wimt the help of the Hon, 
and Le-irned Gentleman, who bad taken the 
field like David againfl GoUab, lightly 
artiied w ith a Done and a fling, that could do 
iM> execution. Mr, Burke mentioned the: 
Pamphlet that Mr* Erikiue bad realoned 
from, and paid a compliment to Mr. Adana 
and Mr, Auftruthcr. 

This called, up Mr. Erflcine, w*ho explain-* 
ed, that the Pamphlet was nothing more than 
a colleiSlion of Precedents copied by an hum-* 
hie friend of his for his greater convenience 
in referring to them, 

Mr, Ord (Secretary ia Ireland under tl^ 
l!>uke of Rutland) faid, an Hon. and Learn¬ 
ed Friend near him had made inch an iroprcG 
floa on his mind, tliat he would not^ till he 
heard more, vote that the Impeachment ex- 
ifted in Jlaiu ywof but as to the firfl and main 
queftion, his miud was perfeifliy made op; 
on that, therefore, be could vote with tho 
Right Hon. Gentletnan. 

Strangers having withdraw**!, the Commit-. 
tee divided, 

Ayes (for the Speaker's leaving tl\e 
Chair) - - . '•‘30 

Noes * ,* - - 1^31 

Theorig'nal Motion was then put, and carried 
without a diviflon. 

The Houfe adjourned at a quarter hefat $ 
rriREE o’clock. 

Mojiday, February 14, 

Mr. Burke began a fpeech of three hours 
commuance with declaring, tlrat he rofe to 
follow np the Refolulion of the Houfe on a 
former day, That the tj ial of Mr, Hafiingi 
was pending,” withajpotion for proceeding 
therein, BiU before he did fo, he faid he 
mufl congratulate the Houfe, that by the Re« 
folution they had come to, they had main¬ 
tained their invaluable right, and decided that 
neither the Crown nor any other power 
could flop an Impeachment commcoced by 
them : 1 ‘ks the Sun, they had (hewn, that 
though they might feione day, they could rif^ 
the nc:ifi with greater glory. H« congratulated 
r-j rj -v 
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tovife, that in the RefoUuion they !\a<J 
ifiey had proved themtelves Uie 
of iaw, of juftice, of liherty> and 
"^himianity 5 hecongratwlaicd them on what 
they had tlone» and looked forward to the 
future with a full confidence that they had 
not declared this facred Right of Impeach¬ 
ment for the pui pofe of abandoning it. He 
faid, he was confident the virtue of the Houfe 
would not relt on profetluins, but be Ibewn 
in its fidlions* He underftocd from report^ 
that ttie propriety of proceeding was to be 
contcRed j be confldered. that fuch refillanco 
could only dej>cnd upon two great objc^s, 
flift, Whether the charges were true? and, 
focondly, Whether the perfon profecuted was 
a fit obj^ for the notice of the Houfe ? He 
contended (trenuoufly for the efifea of both 
ihefe points, and, having examined them fe- 
parately, he obferved upon the objedfions 
on account of the length to which the Trial 
had already been carried. If tl^ey were con- 
vince(\/that the chargee were rai>i, malicious, 
inconfiderate, and unfounded, it would be- 
come them to repent of their error, and con¬ 
fers it in the fulleflt manner. Re[>entance 
was the rnoR amiable of all virtues, and what 
iio maix need be afhamed of* -Let them 
therefore confefs their fault, make the iu- 
party atorwmenc, pay him all the 
charges he had been put to, and move the 
Crown to beftow honours and rewards on the 
defendant, who had been rafhly, malicmuf- 
ly, and faifay accufed. H, on the contrary, 
they were fatibfied that the cfwrgcs were true ^ 
that the condua of the virtuous majority of 
the laft Parliament had. been right, and 
they nevenbelefs con fen ted to defect and 
abandon a juft and nccelTary profecu- 
tion, they would fly in the face of all right 
ami all juftice, and infamy mutt neceiftarily 
fall forncv^ici c 5 either on Mr. Haftings if 
convicted, or on the Houfe if they ,aban« 
doned the proceeding, or on the Lords if 
they unjuftly acquitted him. If they had 
neither the candour to confefK tlxat the pro- 
fecutiori was improper, ncr the vigour to 
carry it on to its conclufion j if after having 
made the charge they flew from it,and did not 
confefs it to have been rafh, fhameful and er¬ 
roneous, they wouVl difgracc tbemfelves for 
cv»3r, and abandon tt^e exercife of their dear* 
ett, molt important, and moft ufeful pri¬ 
vilege 5 a condua of which he could not bring 
himfelf to believe that the Houfe could ever 
be guilty. It had been argued, ‘that the 
Trial had lafted a long time, and that the 
very length of it was a fufficient roafon why 
it fhould be pcrfifted in no longer f but if 
jprotra^fion was admitted as a fubftantial rcafon 
f<ir puttirifi ah ^ ^ 





mitted the gr^teft cphies wonld be the fi’ ^ 
of an acquittal j and by the Houfe fo decidir 
mankind would be delivered over to the o| 
predion of their governors, provinces to iheir 
plunder, and treafuries to their difpofaU Oh 
the contrary, if they proceeded in the profe- 
cutiun, they would liold oUt to Governors 
this falutaiy lellon, they would teach thetn 
to be not only above the commiflion, but 
^bove the fufpicion of a crime j in one cafe 
the people would bte faved, in the other 
they woiiW be ruined ; in one, a ufeful cau¬ 
tion would be taught to future Governors# 
in the other impunity for the commdflon of 
any crime. In a former debate, an Hnci, 
and Learned Gentleman had lamented that 
the Trial had latted three years j but he would 
alk that Gentleman, who was an advocattt 
for meafuring the length of trials, whet he*’ 
there rvere hour*gl 3 fl'es in the exchequer for 
the grievances of mankind, and two-.foot 
rules for opprelfion > or whether tbofe who 
confined their ideas to the narrow limit of a 
Ni/i Pr/«r caufc, were better able to afeer- 
tain what ought to btuhe length of an im¬ 
peachment, than a rabbit, which breeds fix 
limes in the year, was capable of judging of 
the time of geftation of an elephant ? Lawyers, 
he faid, know how to turn the Udefci'pe as 
it beft anfwered tlieir purpufe, making it di- 
roinifh'or nwgoify at will, and change great 
matters to fmall, and tbofe of trivial import 
into the moft confiderable. He inflanced the 
Cafe of Partridge, as Rated in that excellent 
and entertaining Reporter the author of 
Tom Joaer, wlio records, that Pi^rtridge kept 
one poor Pig, w’hich got into a Neighbour's 
Garden, when the Lawyers m^de fo much 
of the L(ft, that every body prefenC would have 
conceived, that inftead of keeping one litcie 
Pig, Partridge had been the greateft Hog-Mer * 
chant in the kingdom. Mr. Burke argued at 
great length to fhew' that the perfeverauce 
of the Managers in this Impeachment could 
not have proceeded from malice. He de¬ 
clared he did not like the plea of compaffiou 
urged at (ueb a moment of the Trial; falfe 
compalfion aimed a ftroke at every moral 
virtue^ by ctmnteradflng juftice j and, if fnf- 
fered, wr7uld occafion an irreparable injury 
to mankind. Mr, Haftings had been 
on his trial j but it w'isall'o to be remember¬ 
ed, that tbofe who had laboured under his 
oppreflton and tyranny had fo laboured for 
fourteen or twenty years. He faid, that ia 
this Impeachment, the two moft refponfible 
perfons in that Houfe for the conduct of 
affairs in Inrlia (Mr. Pitt and Mr. Dundai) 
had ftood among the foremoft ; it was not, 
he obferved, a common circumftance, that 
MiBifters fhouW ftand fo forward for the 
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linpenctocTur; and when th<iy did, 
imt id b< by^Vsthwnt honour- 

^‘nrjoa. it w is not t'iur, lie laid, in 
who Contended :Jg;\inlt the length of 
lime (.lolrfutned Vw the lavpeiichnnent, to urge 
that it had been cmniiuied for three years j 
for, taking it qot reaiy, it Iwd continued no 
more than 67 dityr>,at lour hours each day. The 
JVlaririgers, he begged ttJ have it remembered, 
were not aofwerahle foe the ndjournments, 
prorogations, or ditfoluiious of that^ Houte j 
llnjfe,, therefore, who reckoned *■; ne by al¬ 
manacks and not days, m'fled themlelves, and, 
W'hat was worl'e, endeavoured to mUlead 
ot hers» He wijhcd Gencltmen to recoUedl, 
that Ele<i’tion caule? in that Houl'e had lalled 
much longer, and that one Commutce had 
continued to ht h>r ninety days. He faid^ he 
conftdered Mr. Hartings’s crimes to form a 
complete Kncyciopoadia, The Managers had 
' arrariged hts evitues ii"^ dillimft clUTv'Sv and 
they had quai tered ihein like the Map of ch« 
World ^ tiiat the Benares Charge contained 
fliighteen articles j the charge of the Regums 
Contained nearly as many, and that of the 
f*telents more j and each Charge, ullfcdged 
more inines thin had been g<>ue tnvough hy 
.a,Uth« liupeachmeius that ever had bi en voted 
by that Hoafo. Mr. Burke tlieiv entered in¬ 
to a long detail of the difficulties that had been 
thrown in the way of the Impeachment. He 
alked, had they fvvgot that there was fvich a 
thing as the frtdian intereft, which had pene¬ 
trated lOM every department of the Conftitu- 
tiw', was felt from the Needles at the Hie of 
Wjglit to John f>’’Grot‘*s Honfe in the IB md 
of Caithnefi-. and had obtained a cnnfiderable 
foormg in tliat Hoii'e ? Having amplified on 
tlw amaziiV, infiu..'nce of the Indian imerert, 
he nod, gfViK difficulties had alfo arifen from 
“mha'iMlfmeoW thrown in their w'ay by 
certain profeli'on? of thv law, whofc confined 
and narrow mode of thinking, added to their 
|)i<indices, made them enemies to all Im¬ 
peachments, as an encioachroent on the repu-*^ 
lav hue of piy€ltice in the Courts below. Ha 
would prove however, from undoubted au¬ 
thorities. that the Hrufeof Commons had a 
right to pfont by their hefi advantage, viz. 
their ignorance, and to proceed in their own 
way to prove the charges made articles of Im- 
peaclnnent. With regard lo a limited rule 
of evidence, he denied that there exilied aiy 
Inch thuig as q role of evidence } and con¬ 
tended, that all evidence mafi; vary in its man¬ 
ner and its matter as the nature of each cafe 
varied. He faid, Laivyers ware not a natioai 
Sjpait of that Houfe, The Houfe of Com 
^ monj w'.is deferibed by ancient writers as con- 
! of nnlit^i fit (hfit, hiK there was no 

Nijetn^n of Lawyers among them, and they 
|VM « fuppoCed 10 aCt wholly as ignorant ordi¬ 


nary men would, k.ft(fnd:m ut vulguu 
read a long quotation from ScUlen to fhe 
that in inn Impeachment fome centuries back, 
tvhei^ their i;jrtides were ioofe and informal, 
that was held to be no objftdlion, but tho 
Lords amended them. He quoted alio Fof- 
ter's Reports, and a great variety of other au¬ 
thorities, from the time of Richard the Se¬ 
cond up to the lafl reign, co prove that the 
Law of Bariiameiic was fuperlor to the Civil, 
the Canon, oMhe Common Law. After ant 
infinite detail of argument, gjounded on tfie 
authority of the bett writers, he came at bfl 
to wind up his fpcech j ond dedaved, that in 
cumpliance with the times and publick con¬ 
venience, rather than his own incUnation (foe 
he and tlie Managers were ready to go through, 
the whole of the clnrgcs; but for the realons 
be had mentioned), he was willing to go into 
only one charge moic, for the fake of Ihor- 
teniug the duration of the Trial, and fpeedi- 
ly obtaining fubrtantial juftice. That charge 
was, the onercfpe6Ving Contrad}s,Pcnfions,atul 
AUoivancesi and he was peifwaded, from what 
he . new vof Uie evidence to be produced, 
that ..wen days, perhaps lefs, hut certainly 
not more, would fiailh the inveftigation of 
that charge,, and the eftabliflamcnt of all itf 
great fa<fls by protifs. That charge, he (aid, 
would completely dertroy the defence fet up 
by Mr. Hafting.s, viz. State ncceflity, by 
fliewing t?iat he had ftpiandered more ibr cor-** 
nipt purpofes, than he hud acknowledged C.o 
have accepted for the Compatiiy's ufie. The 
Managers,he contended, had uniformly afferted 
the right of Parliamentary Law and Par- 
liamtntAry Hfage, and that they had avoided 
beingciuangied in technical terms. He faid,h« 
ffiould offer two motions to the Houfe } th« 
firrt, That a. fpeedy i(hie to the Trial is d.e— 
lirable; and, fecondly, That a Committee b® 
appointed to carry on the Impeachment.— 
Before either, how^cver, hefhould move, 
That in conCideration of the Lngth 
of time elapfed in the profecutiou of 
Warriin Haflings, Efq. it appears to the 
Houfe lo be proper for liie obtaining 
of fpeedy .and fubf ntial joflioe, that the 
Managers proceed no further than in the 
charges 06 which they have clofed their evi¬ 
dence, excepting the charge relating to Con- 
tmi^ls, Penfions, and Allowances.'' Air, Fo3C 
feconded this motion. 

Col. McLeod afked upon what pretence 
the prefent motion was made, when- the 
Right Hon. Gentleman's friend (Mr. Fox) 
on a former day had Rated, that the 
motion would be to proceed in the Im¬ 
peachment. 

Mr. Fox replied, that the motion of his 
RighcHonourahlc Friend w^nt tofueb lijroceod- 

. ing, and that the prefent was but preparatory. 
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[f John Jervis thought, that before the 
ia the Impeachment, they 
Jit to have fame explanation upon the pr«- 
, eiititate of affairs in Imlin j and particularly fcf, 
fas he was given to untlerftanU that the fyftem 
laid down by Mr. Haftings had been per¬ 
severed in by the prcfaiit Govertirnent uni-r 
forinty. 

xMr. Milford declared that, thinking him- 
felf bound by the late Resolution of the Houfe, 
he Chould not have iibjft^ed to the naming of 
ti Comniittee; but he felt embarrafffcd by |h« 
prefepi Motion, as he confidercd it highly ih» 
jeabnabfe to impede the profecution in any 
way after fuch Refolution, and ha muft there¬ 
fore oppofe the MothiOx 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer expref^ 
fed his rurpriza at Che ground of oppnfnion 
ffatod by bis Hon. and Learned Friend, as 
the Houfe could not confidently vote far ibe 
Managers until they had firrt vote<) that there 
w.w gnmnd to pr*jceedy whipU they would 
do by adopting the Motion fubrnitced to 
them, ami which only reduced tire Imr 
pHachment to a narrow extent, and render¬ 
ed k iefs equivocal. 

Mr. MHford rofe to explain. He faid, I;a 
felt a peculiar degree of embafTaffment j for 
when h« yas called upon tn vote the right of 
the Houfe to proceed, he was cautioned 
agAinfl gi ving his vote in oppofitiou to tholRe- 
folution? of u former Parliament; atid he was 
pow called upon, by the fame perfons, to 
vote in oppofition to the Refolutions of the 
former Houfe, by agreeing to a Motion to 
put an end to the Impeachment by quaffing 
the lall: foveuicen charges. 

Mr, Erlkine rofe to fay, that he perbRcd 
|n ihe opinion which he had delivered on 
tlie of the Impeachment in the for¬ 

mer debate pn ijhat topic j but that in de¬ 
ference to the Houfe he held himfelf bound 
put to oppofe the proceeding in an Impeach¬ 
ment, which ha hill thought did nut con¬ 
tinue, hut which they had refulved was in 
cxiftence, and that a Diffolution differs in 
mrfhiug from an Adjournment of aflngle day, 
and they were oxadiiy in the fame fiiuation 
as if they had coip.® nut of the Elaff only the 
preceding day. With regard to the prefenc 
Afotion, the Houfe ouglit firft to have the 
ground upon wiiich it was urged Rated to 
them, and the onuf of that matter was 
thrown on thofe who had contended th.at 
the Impeachment was m cxifteoce notwith- 
lOtanding liie Diflblution. They were bourul 
ffew the oeceffey of an alteratioi^ befor e 
th^ffopped the proceeding, and ffortened its 
^tkles. They muff either ifhew that the 
charges do not contain criminal matter, or if 
^hey do, whether that is capable of proof in 
Courts below, or where it is capahb 
JP4RT IV, 


of bciug brought to frint, Mp. Br 
fakl, it was uriderRootl ih.»t lliere wer 
this time great men in India, who wl 
ailing beyond the rules of law for the benenc 
of the counny, and that they were as iiabic 
Co bo impeached as Mr, Haffngs. With 
regard to the prefent Motion, he Oiould 
give no vote at all} becanfe, having contended 
that the Imf'oachmem was not pending, and 
having argued chat fail in the beR riianner 
he w'iis able, in order to Satisfy his coflfei- 
eu<:e «s a Lawyer, be oived it to bis own 
confiftency to give no vote at ail that day . 

Mr, BaftaTo faid, if the papers po liad on 
a former day moved for, were before ih« 
Houfe, he was perfuailecl the Impeachment 
Would no longer be perfevered in *. liad Uiofe 
papers been upon the table, and a Motion bean 
made to pfnceed in the Impeachment, h« 
had intended to have moved an adjournment 
until thofe papers poold have bet:n fuily coiw 
fidered j and he pledged himfelf that upon 
fuch coofnleiation it would be proved, if the 
prefent Houfe adopted the principles tht: 
lart, that the war in India wau at an end, 
for was loft. He wiffied not to cen- 
Airc cither Lord Cornwallis or General 
Meadows, nor was it bis praiRice to pledge 
himfelf lightly ; hut this he would again and 
again pledge himfelf to, th.ac the conda^ 
ofMr.EMings and the prefent government 
of India were perfeiRly analog »us. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer declared^ 
he could not conceive chj2|t the papers aU 
lulled CO by the Hon. GenUenjan contained 
any thing that ought to have any influence 
whatever upon the queftion before the Houfe. 
^The Hon. Oendeman had dated no in., 
ference from thofe Papers to, warrant fuck 
delay j when he ffouUi, the Houfe would b« 
enabled to decide whether it was, oc 
was not, fnbffantial enough to delay 9 de- 
cifjoii of the queftion. He confjdered it ne- 
ceflary, however, for him to fay, that from 
what he vfndcrftood of the affairs of India at 
the prt'fenc time, and at the time alluded to 
by the Hpn.Gemleman, they bore no analogy 
whatever, 

Mr, Baftard faid, Mr. Hafflngs had been 
impeached for a breach of treaty few the piir- 
pofe of raifing money to carry on a war. From 
the papers he had moved for, he pledged 
himfelf to prove that X-ord Cornwallis and 
General Meadows bad done the fame, and 
upon that be reRed Ids analogy. 

Mr. Fox faid, the Hon. Geotleman's rear 
fon had not at all convinced him of the im-* 
propriety of an immediate proceeding, nor, 
he hoped, would it cotivirtce the Houfe; for 
if I.iord Ccmwallyj and General Meadows 
had violated the line bid down forn them, it 
was Jtbe (kongeft poffible realon for tlie 
F Houfe 
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» proceed in ihe depending Tmppaclu 
every pradticahle difpatr.h, that, if 
fo atled, they mt\ every other haU 
r^nt of the country might either he 
iloterred from the 'commdlion of crimes, 
or be brought to a fultable puaifhmcot for 
them, 

Mr. Baflnrd was not furprifed at Uie wifli 
of the Opporuion fide the Houfe to prr,> 
ceed j h6 was of opinion, however, that 
it behoved the other fide of the Horire, 
and fume perfons who now fat there, to 
pawfe* 

Mr. Dundas declared, he felt no reafon 
•Whatever to paufe j the pledge of the Hon. 
Gentleman, fo folemniy given, he was pofi- 
tlvc could never be ledeemed. He koeiv 
that every flep taken by Loid Cornwallis or 
by G-Jiicral Meadows was warranted by 
treaties, and he imagiried that the Hon. 
Gentleman, by conceiving otherw’ife, had 
gone rather tijjon the information t>f otJiers, 
than upon a know'kdgc obtained from a 
perufai of the papers he had alluded to. If 
Lord Cornwalih and <veoeral Mrinlowsweve 
guilty, others were implicated in their guilt. 
For his own part, in the htuation in which 
he flood, if futb a tranfarSlion fbonld be 
proved, and that he had a fhare in it, h.e 
cv.vucd in the face of the Public that he Ihould 
he totally barred bom every plea of defence, 
if while he had heard a charge of Breach of 
Ti vaiies committed, he were to vote for a 
caiuinuancc of an i mpeachment of others 
upon tliat particular point. He h.ad no hefi- 
to fay, that if there had been any fuch 
proceeding going on in India as intimated by 
the Hon. Gentleman, it called loudly on the 
lioufeio prefs forwai d,and to be more eager 
in tho»r pr*;fent profecution, in order to f»ut 
:ivr end lofuch grofs conduft in future, 

Mr. Bvttivd rofe once move, and declared 
his opinion to be, that inllead of the Trial 
Jailing only (even days longer, as had been 
<lated, it would laft more than tliree years. 
In alluOon to a former debate, in which Mr. 
Hurke iiad charged him with haviv^g turned 
his com, h« begged to allure him he had not; 
that he liild voted according to his confeience, 
in which coodt^t he gloried: he had voted 
for the Impeachment, by crufling to the Right 
Hon. Gentleman’s aireriUm, that Mr. Haft- 
ings had made Hindoftan a defcrl j but time 
had proved, what the Journals of the Houfe 
would prove, v\z. that the coipirary was the 
Iv» 5 l, and that he had been niiilftd. He beg¬ 
ged ngain to affure the Right Hon, Gentle* 
fti.'in that he was no turn-coat, but that he 
Ihnatd confidcr himfelf to be one, if, after 
1 uving threatened a Minifler with an Jm- 
peachroent, and declared th.u he had the arti- 
•tes in his pocket, he Jjad Dks» his hat off 


to that Minifler^ and obrequioufly enllft 
in his corps for die purpofe of becoming 
Baymafterof the Forces; or if be hud main 
taiued A cofidud that fom<6 called patriotic, 
hut others fcruplednouotevm rebellious, and 
b.ad afterwards written a book which gave tlnsi 
lie to all the a6t,v of his hfc, and all th« 
doiftrines Vie had ever afieried. Mi;. Baftard 
objeded to the annihihucMV of any part of the 
charges that had been carried up to the Lords, 
and faid, the fame ftigma would fall upon Mr. 
Haftings if they dropped the feventecn laO: 
charges, as if they were to drop the whole. 
1 he prelent Houfe knew nothing of any of 
them, and yet they were now called upon by 
the Manager* to drop feveoteen, though they 
knew not wlicther they were not moie im¬ 
portant than the three or four preceding, 
Mr. Baftard contended, tliat a fpeedy decifion 
of his trial was the undoubted right of the 
fubjedl, and that by prcceediog in oppofuimi 
to that grand privilege of an Englifhman, the 
Houle vvould be procee ling inepprefhon.Wilh 
regard to the papers for which he had moved, 
Mr. Baftard faid, they v,'ould prove that Lord 
Cornivaliis and General Meadows had felt¬ 
ed the country of tlie Nabob of Arcot, in vio¬ 
lation of the moit folemn treaties j and that 
it was a matter that would he fpeedily miJd« 
notorious, by an appeal of the Nabob to the 
Tlirone, to the juftice of Houfe, or t0 
the Courts of Law in this Kingdom. He 
was far, he faid, fi om meaning to condemn 
or caofure the condudl either of Lord Conj- 
wallis or of General Meadows j he only vvifb- 
ed to prove, that by tlie papers he had moved 
for it vynuld ajjpear that they had been oblige 
ed, in a moment of exigency, to adopt a 
fimilar coii Uvfl with JMr. Haftings in his 
trail fail ions in Benares with the Begums and 
with Cheyt Sing. Mr. Baftard read cx- 
tra^fls from a letter from Lord Cornwallis, 
&c. on tlie fubjedl, urging Bate necellity a> 
the plea for the meafnre which, his Lord- 
Blip faid, -he conceived would be unpopular 
in England; and he again repeated, that he; 
TOftani no reflections on his Lordfhip or on 
General Meadow s, but to fhew that there 
was an analogy between their prefent condiidt 
and that of Mr. Haftings j that, they had de¬ 
prived a native Prince of the fovereignty of 
his country, in violation of the Treaty made 
by Sir Archibald Campbell in 1787, in whicli 
it was provided, in cafe of failure of the pay¬ 
ment of the arrears the Nabob was indebted to 
that we were to fend fape\*i«tendantf 
into his country to receive the money as 
colleded by his HomiWars. Mr. Baftard, 
after fome general obfervations on our not 
having complied with this eorxdition, .faid, 
l>c did not conceive it proper th:;t parties of 
diffbreiit deferiptions iir thac Kuufe fhouJd 
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for the pnvpofe ofoppteffingf an inrli- 
I j .and ihit as Mr Burke had declared 
e beginning of the Trial, that if it fhould 
pear that Mr. Haftings, oniwithtiandiug 
tv bat ho lud done in lndia» Iiad left the peo¬ 
ple happy and tlie country in a Date of culti¬ 
vation and fertility, he Ihoold think that in- 
ftead of punifliment ho ni^rited revvanj j 
tliat Mr, Ballard fatd, was ^ftahiifhed by 
the Rclolutmns on their Journals atxl there¬ 
fore, if the Riglic Hon. Gentleman had adted 
txnifiAently, he muft long fince have aban¬ 
doned the Pjofccuiion of an Impeachment in 
the prngrfcftj of which, hitherto, he (Mr. 
Baftard) could not foe that any thing had 
been made out or proved agairtft the De¬ 
fendant. 

[Mr, Ballard was caUed to order in the 
coorfo of his Speed) j 

Mr. Wigley, in a fpeech of confidcrable 
length, objeC-ded to the Motion, which, he 
faid, ftrntk at the privileges of the >Ioafe, 
and 'iidiich had been contended for in 
tt^e larf'debate as the molt important of 
all Olliers. Mr. Wigley faid, that hav¬ 
ing come into the Houfe nearly at the 
concluhon of the lafl: Parliament, he, had 
in deference to the^Honfo taken no part in 
an Impeachment which they liaJ orig-nated j 
but lu- niuft ow tj, that he had not been abljf, 
by aiteiulrng tn the evit'ence, to conceive that 
any of the f.hargt'S had been made out. Not 
one of the aits of cruelty had been proved 
agfiinlt Mr. H^Bings, and att the evidence 
i»iid been from hearfay ; in eontradidiion to 
which they had received addrelfes from India, 
full of the gox:>d reports of all ranks of people 
who had been witnetfes of the Governor 
.General’s condudf, Mr. Wjgley faid, in the 
htt debate on the fuhiei 5 f, it bad been con¬ 
tended, that the uewMenihers miglit have the 
evidgfnce printed by ih« Loids, and thus n»ake 
themfelves matters of the fubjedi ; but thofe 
who had argued in that way were miftakeji, 
becaufc he had foen it Imce, and it laid ex- 
prtlly, “ Printed for the wfe of the Lords 
Mr* Wigley added feveral remarks 
to ihivv that the T rial ought not to proceed, 
.and concluded with declaring, thac as he 
could not agree to ilie Motion, he would take 
the I'enle of tho Houfo upon it. 

Mr. Ryder faid, he rofe In rather a partt- 
cuK-ir predicament, having never given a 
vole on any of the proceedings cf the Im 
peuchmeni. Pie could ihercf^ore view the 
qweition with an untainted eye. Mr, Ryder 
faid, it was five years, lie believed, fmee 
the firft charge agahift Mr. Haftings had 
betn brought forward in that Houfe, 
and three years ftnee the Trial had com¬ 
menced, He ohferved, that the ul jedt was, 
j>ro.v.e to opuient £uiU and fuccckful op- 
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prefiTion, that no time nor power ,wol 
able to eva<le the pnnifhment due to' 
crimes j and this Was neceffary, in onfeHo 
ftrike a terror to the piefent, and operate as 
a warning to future governments. That 
being dearly the objed, let the Houfe cop- 
fider how ihe matter Rood at prefent. Three 
of tlie charges w'ere gone through with, 
vie, that of Benares, that of plundering the 
Prince/Tes of Oude, and that of the Prefoni's 
and ihcfe three w'ere Rated to contain fifty 
fads i furcly then fufificient progrefs hi>d 
been made for the purpofe of example j if • 
the Defendant innocent, he. might be 
acquitted} or if found guihy, enough was 
done to ground punifhment upon, and preverit 
others from following the farn(v exampfo* 
The iimple faiR, Mr. Ryder faid, was this: 
A Brdifh Governor fiad been on his trial tor 
three years, which w^ksof itfelf a very fevere 
puniihmeni} what he worrid wilh, -there* 
fore, was, that the Houfe might paufe then, 
and as it was their defign, if not their duty^ 
%to take the fhorteft road to fpeedy and fuh- 
ftantial jultice, to do it in the moRetfediual 
manner j and as every end would be anfwercd 
by Bopping where tl»ey were, ro call for 
immediate judgment, and proceed no fur¬ 
ther. This, Mr. Ryder contended, would 
ftrip the Impeachment of its terror, but 
neverthelefs meet the genwal wifh of aH 
parties j he therefore would move tint the 
latter part of the Motion, the exception, be 
left out^ 

This amendment was fcconded, and rc.a<!f 
fiom the Chair 5 when 
Mr. Dundas rofii and faid, he rr.uft ohjeCt 
to this amendment, and he could not help 
thinking but that his Right Hon..Friend had 
not confidered the fnbjedt with bis .ufual ac¬ 
curacy, Mr. Dundas contended, that the 
Houfe were bound iti duty to coufkier the 
original Motion as exadlly the fame as iT 
it came from tV)e Managers, who muB be 
fuppolcd to be better judges of v.’hat was 
capable of immediate pnx»f, and mtdt ueccf* 
fary to be cRabliflicd, than the Houfe at 
large. Mr. Haftiogs, he obferved in the 
Defence winch he had finmerly fet up, iiad 
faid it was true, that ha had done what they 
had charged him with, but that date neceflity 
was the caufe, and muft be his juftificatxwi | 
it was neceffary, therefore, to bring on the 
charge refpedling the Coutradls, Pcnfions, and 
Allowances, in order to prove that it was 
notorious profufion and extravagance, and not 
Rate neccllity, that w-s the caufe of Mr. 
HaRingsVadlsofvioIcnce and oppre(?)o<>.lt wa4 
material, therefore, to go into that charge^ 
becaufe if the Right Hon. Gentlcnaan op^rofite 
to him could prove that Mr. Haftings bad 
fquandcred or expended more thanheouglk 
F z Ijo 
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fe’thfcn f^atc fiiicenity dould not be 
d as a juft'ifjcaiion t/f the other part 
jtrfjbis condU(S!:. Mr. Dondas leminded the 
“oufe, that lb© Managers had declared they 
fcould go through the charge in (even days, 
and ihereforo ho thought t!»at the Houle 
ought not to refofe the Managers fo reafon- 
8ble a propofuion. 

C<donel Pliipps rofe to Tupport Mr. 
kyder’s amendment j bat declared he did 
not Aland in the fame predicament, having vhf- 
ed for the Impeachment originally, ajid 
therefore he was bound to fdpport ir. The 
C>)k»nei cxprcfted hi& falisfa^iod, that the 
Hovife had affened its Plights in the fornier 
cafe j but gave his reaforis for thinking there 
ivas ocCafion to proceed further tlian to 
elill for judgment. He obferVed, that great 
Aids ivas laid on the Right Hon. Gonile- 
iiian’s Jcfc’.atatiOo, that going through anotiier 
charge woukUake only feven days; but how 
cod'd that beafeertainedbeforehand? If they 
had only been able to get through three 
Charge's in rhreo yfears, thfcy might be another 
year leaII in getting through the charge 
tefpedlingContracts: befidec, that of all others 
Was the charge molt likelv, from the corapli- 
bated nature of the fubje^ and the variety of 
J>roof necelTuy ro eftablifli itj to run into 
|rent length. They wohld have to prove 
that the Contra£lS had luk been publicly 
expofed to the beft bidder, that they had 
been coiTUptly given at prices unneceffardy 
profufe, and a variety of other fadls that muA 
be tedious in their inveffigation- Having 
reafoDtd upon this for fometime, the Cold- 
hel faid, he had fat upon the Committee 
mentioned by tlie Right Hon. Genllcrhab for 
hinery dayS, and that, from feeing tliteim- 
p;ob' bility of bringing the objn^ co a fpeedy 
or ehedtual conclufion, the Cormpittec had 
recommended it to the paities to drop their 
purfuit j which they at firft rorufed, but 
afterwards, fnrm being ihehafelves convinced 
14 the propriety of the advice, adopted 
it. In the prelbnt cafe, thereforej it appeared 
4f) him to be ndvifahlc to Aop where they 
were, and for Clvnt reuloa hfc Ihould fuppott 
the amendment. 

Colonel Madeod rbfe again, and was on 
his legs forTome dme } but tv® could net he.ir 
di.ftin< 5 tly any part of his fpeech, except the 
beginning of it, in which he complained of 
a different Motion having been brougbe 
forward than that the Houfe had been taught 
to expe» 5 f, and laid, Mr. HaAiugs was the 
common theme of praife and adruiration 
throughout India, 

Mr. jekyll rofe toreprob.atc the do 61 rlne 
broached by Mr. Dund.is, as the molt ex¬ 
traordinary that had ever been broached 
within ihofo wails j and .he could not help 
'♦vondering that fo monftious a propefifion 
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fhould ceme frocn a Gentleman Wfvb b: 
received Jams dsgrei^ of legal education 
though he bad thought proper, cUlier fob 
the greater lucrativenefs of the fnuation or 
his own convenience, to quit his profefToni 
for the place of Tteafur(.r of the Navy and 
other offices. Mr. Jtkyll faid, the prOpofi- 
tJon laid down by Mr. Dundas was, thataftel* 
three feparatc and dillimSt charges or bitls 
of indidtnient had been found and eftablilked 
by proofs in a great yariety of inftances„ 
another bill of indictment was to be pre** 
ferred before tiie fame tribunal, in order to 
afford an opportunity of proving the fadfj 
charged in the former indidments, and pre¬ 
clude the defendant, horn the aid of his de« 
fence: he would venture to pronounce 
fqch a propofition tonitary to the praiJhcc 
of every Court of crimmal Judicature, and 
the moA rfionftrous that had ever bs’cn heard 
within thofe walls, Qr that ever before camic 
from the mouth of a Lawyer. 

Mr, Taylor faid, he never had heard 
more extraordinary reafoning from any pro- 
fcflional man. Mr. Taylor charged Mr* 
Jekyll with having miftakcn the meaning of 
the .Rigitt Hon. and Ltafhed Gentleman,, 
and that, had he not well known that hi& 
Hoii. and Learned F’Tlend had been bred to 
the law, fie fhould have beert led to imagine 
tfiat he was hlmfelf deficient in legal know¬ 
ledge.. Mr. Taylor faid, it was notorious 
that the Managers had offered to try the 
articles charge by charge, but that the Lords 
had exprtlly d?re<Aed tlrem to g'6 through the 
whole, as they would confider them collec¬ 
tively as one charge only. Hfr contended, that 
what Mr, Dundas had faidwas ftridlly con¬ 
formable with the praClipe cf the Courts and 
the rules of proceeding, and ift the fame time 
p^rfcTfly fair and reafonable, Mr. Taylor com- 
plalHed that fufficient credit fcerticd not to 
h.kVc been given to the Managers of the Im- 
peachmenr, vVhofc indufiry and attention he 
Was ,convinced entitled them to the good 
opinion and confidence of the Houfe. He 
faid, if it was thoug’^t that they merited 
cenfure, it would be fair for thofe who 
thought fo to fpeak out at once, and vote a 
cenfure,"* He reafoned for fonrie time upon 
this point, and dccKnred that be highly ap¬ 
proved of Ills Right idon. Friend’s Motion 
5»s onginaily moved, y 

Mr. .Ryder rofe tfe exculpate I>imf<,If fronri 
having given any cccaAon lo the Hon. and 
Learned Gentleir.ah to complain of injuAifce 
done to the fvlariagers. He bad faid nothing. 
Hint went either to approve or to cenlurc the 
Managers cf the lmp5;.icbinent, but had 
cor,fii)ed Uimftlf wholly to Che advant.:ge th.nt 
h© thought would reluU from colling for 
judgment on the charges alreiu^y proved, 

The Cbaiicellof of the Exchequer declared 
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he mutl Oife in opinibh frnfn an Hon, 
^jWend of iiis, who bad mov^d an aniendment 
leave out the concluding paragraph of tlve 
Morion, and \\hich had’ been feconded by 
another Hon. Fr iend of his, and was rather 
furprhed that his two Hon. Frieuds (bouid 
have fo done, fince, if theih propofition v.'as 
to be acceded to, it would in a great 
meafure tend to overturn the advantage, of 
the Houfe having come to the kefolutlon, that 
an Impeachment pending i/i Jiatu ^uo 
notwithrtanding a dtlTolution, and to icnuer 
it altogether ufelefs,by proving that tlie Hrufe 
was incapable of going bn with any fnrthcr 
charge. The Chancellor of the Exchtljder 
Contended, that it was highly nectiljiry ro go 
on with ihe charge concerning Contradfs, 
Penfion^y and Allowances, as well inaflertion 
of their right, as With a view to Ihew that 
there w-as no t'uch ftate liecefEty as that 
which had been let up as the defines of Mr. 
Hatlingsyhut that: it had been owin,gf en¬ 
tirely to bis own condudt, and W'as an addi¬ 
tional and ellenti:;! crime in him to have creat¬ 
ed it. An Hon. Friend of his had laid, that 
the Charge of Contrails, Penfions, and 
Allowances was peculiarly complicated and 
uificult, fo that inflead of feven days, which 
the knowledge of the Manageirs had en¬ 
abled therti to liate would be fully fuITicicrit 
time for ^tiem to prove the averments in, it 
would be more likely to Jail another three 
years. For his part, he faW no veafdn to en¬ 
tertain any fuch appreh'jnfmns. There ap¬ 
peared to him to be a pofllbility of there 
being more than one cate under each head 
that might he peV-fedlly filnple, ^nti capable 
of proof in a very fhort tihie. With a view 
to prove it, he put an hyrotherical cafe or 
twH), and (hewed that if it could be made 
out that Mr. Haftings had given contra< 5 fs 
Corriiptly, or made inij^roper allowancteii, 
sne doing of cither was highly criminal. 
** Snppole,” he faid, ** that it could be 
fttabiilhed that an allowance of twenty 
ihoufand a year had been given to a Com¬ 
mander in Cmef out of the Revenue of 0ude, 
While he was ferving afterward in the Carna¬ 
tic, and at a time when he was in poftelFion 
of otiivr Very great means of income, rind 
that fuch allowance had been given in 
ihredl defiance of the Company's exprefs 
orders to the contrary, Would not every 
man agree, that nocwithftandihg the Com¬ 
mander in Chief w^as a great and gallant 
officer (find he was forry to add, that he was 
now ,10 more), fuch an alioWahce, made under 
fuch ciicumliances, was an aggravation of 
the other flagrant and enormous offences 
charged againfi Mr. Haftings?” Gentlemen, 
lie otoferved, had laid ftrefs upon the circum¬ 
stance of. Trial havihg cominwed Unte 
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years already, and liad recVconcd by tllel 
vf Three, and vaken every advanljfge of li 
mode, lei lorrte pa't of iheirargument they 
contended, that the Trfel had jafted thrcec 
years, and yet only three charges had bcon v 
ertahlifhed } ahd in ahothef ptait of ih'tir 
argument, taking hold v( what had hce« 
ftafedih. the Rij^htHon. GentVemarr^ i'peCch, 
they had f'lid, that fifty th^-rges having bccfl|i 
proved, there was no occ^Tion to prove my 
more. Thefa< 51 , Imw^ever, wa.s, ihacihe thitc 
Charge's had . been gone through in about 
feventy days p aiul he faw no reafon why the 
Charge rdfpedting Cornrafils, Pei.fions, and Al- 
lowahces rhight not be ghne iliroOgh in feven 
days, or lelV, if they contrivtd to g» inlo iha 
Hull fooncr, or continue there longer evety 
fine of the days. 7 he Chancellor, of the 
Exchequer faid, if it fhould turn out that 
Mr. Haliings was innccent of all ihe crimes 
imputed to him, ii» that cafe he nmft agi e« 
that it w'as a hardfhip for him to have 
been fo long on his Trial, but it was a 
hardship infcparablc from the nature of the 
trial. If, on the other band, he Ihould be 
donvifiled, although the time of the Trial 
would go as a part of the puni/bment, it ( 

would fall far fh«rt indeed of what fuch bei- j 

nous and flagrant offences as had been im¬ 
puted to him merited. After reafoning 
very ably on the fubjeft, Mr, Pi:t turned his • 
argument againft Mr. Jckyil,’and animad¬ 
verted on IVhat h.e had (aid of Mr. Pundabin 
terms of neat but pointed feverity. He faid, 
he entertained a veiy great refj^edt for the 
talents of the Hon. and fjearned Gentleman 
both In and out of that Houfe, not doul^ting 
but he coiihl apply them to any fubjeff j lie 
could not however think quite fo higlily of 
them as the Hon. and L<iarned Guntleman 
feemed to do hlhilelf. The I'Joq. and Eearnrd 
Gentleman might in his opinion have fpared 
the fupercilions companion which he had 
fexpreffed for the paucity of legal knoWlerIge 
of his Pviglit Hon. and Learned f riend near 
him, hecaofe from the turn of the Hon. and 
Learned Gentleman's argument, the paucity of 
legal knowledge might with the greater pro¬ 
priety have been fuppofed to belong to him- 
fe!f. The Hon. and Learned Gentleman had 
charged his Right Hon. and Learned Friend 
witli having faid, that it was now propofed 
to fend another bill of imhdlment before thw 
Lords after having eflabliffied three diflin^l 
bills of indidfment, in order to fupply pn of 
nf the charges contained in thofe former Bills 
of indidiment) and this tlie Hon. and Learned 
Gentleman had termed a monflions pro- j 
pofuion ; and a nionftrous proportion it 
Would have been, if his Right Hon, and . 

Learned Friend had laid down any fuch • 

bropofuion f bvH the fa€l was, his Right 

How* “ 





C 5S ] 


.i\ hati npt faid any tiling at all like 
Pitt tiien tep»*at<t:tl what Mr. J3un» 
,1, ana ob(em«.l, tlu't he little ex- 

..£»i>aqr.ufftr's emleavauring iofftre(ce 

and do away the eili^a ol the prerumed de* 
lence of the acculcd beforthruitl, would by a 
Lawyer liave been dt'emed e;th«i at\ of 
inju'iirt', hr an vthwife or unulual pbxe of 
enadua. It wa^, he raid, extrentely eafy for 
iiry OtintU-man to create a monni<A».^ {>ropo- 
fniop^ me rely for the (#die of imputaNr^ it to 
another; but ho feiired, ihougit his Right 
>iou, mj 4 Learned Friend h-ad chatigtfd hvs 
proitflion, the PTun. and Learued Oeu- 
iltrman behind him would not contimm 
hi:i , with (et|uat lutraiivO'iofs to hmiiolf, 
ox with equal advantage to the Public, 
if he Conformed his pradVice to arEU-^ 
nveuts. 

Mr. John H, St.miflY fald, the debate had 
f^vken a very cX'raot'din.iry turn, aad tliat 
the queChoii ,he had expfJlcd to have hcaul 
hi ought forward, had hten one merely on 
ihe expedieircy of Roiog on vvitn the Impeach-* 
n ent^ Mr, Stiinh y intimnteil a wifh that 
loiue amcudiTViitaii: to liuvt wxie pio** 

pv led. 

TIhi Speaker, raid, if the Hon. Gentle- 
ry an ihonght proper, he might rtiove foch an 
a-vendintiit, 

Mr. Jekyll,. having conferred for a moment 

with Mr. Sinihty, role, and moved to inb^rt 
the words, “ that thefe procet Jings be con*- 
tinned no longer.” 

Some b<tle difficulvv arofe upKin the 
rule of mder, tito Speaker /baling, that 
Ivj conceived the wuirds then moved 
as an M^iendment mull: be fu ll difiHiffd 
Hf, IS they svoiiid con’>e in alter the w’Oi'ils 
« Warren H,dlmgs,’‘ ii) tile early part of the 
original milt ion,. 

Mr. Fox laid a few wcrd3 to order, 
(fating his opinion, as far as recolleffiou 
iVrved, to be, Llut the quellion IbomUj be 
put nn the orrnlBtJuof ihe i emumdeT of the 
motion. 

The S|>caker Ihewrtl tlrst the Uvfertion of 
new words rmilt be pot as tlie ftrPi queftion. 

Mr. KydxT coviiunted to withdraw his 
svmendmeni for the prefent. 

Mr. Wi.lmot Lid, he Ihould oi'jca to the 
Jill aHvendmeiit^ but ih.’it he wdlrcd to fay a 
f(.i\v Words upon vhe amendment that h.id 
been movttl hy Mr. RyOvr, when, vby 
h viog ddpored id the laft amendment, 
Ai-id ihoold be bjooghi hirward ; and 

llKieCo;.*! J).e vyppld ix'fei VC hmdclf tdl tliat 

lime. 

iMr. S.ei iea»>t Vv^alfou rofe to dtlivfr h.S 
»>p:nk.jn v.c y Ihortly, n.nd to Hate, lImc m> 
)*»ai> in that Houfe could be more iuddferent 
pH> the patty CQUceined, as he knew not Mr, 


Hidings, nor had any conneclirin with hlt4 
or his friends. The Serjeant proceeded]^ 
ftutc his fentiments on the original queflionV' 
and the different amendments that had been 
propofedj but the Honfe grew fo impatient 
and I'o clamorous for the quedion, that he wa» 
foon obirge'l to fit down. 

After Serjeant Waifon fat down, Major 
Scott rirfc, and there was a gerifr.d dhjwruifva 
to hear him, though the Floufc was much 
fxhaullet) j but t>n the queftion being called 
for by fome Gentlemen, the Major faul, if 
^upon fuch a fubjei^ as w.as then More the 
Houfe, any Gentleman wis not diTpofed to 
liflen to him for a few minofes, he would in- 
ftantly lit down ; on which there wasa genei at 
erf of lUai I bsat f —The Major then ob- 
fer red,. tlMt he was under a ve»y confukrablc 
embarralfmenr, for he had come to the Houfe,, 
wifhmany other Gemfemen, in the fuUeft 
confidence that the queffion moved would 
be, ivccording tti vulrat Mr. Pitt had formerly 
jRa;etl,thequel1ion ofDifcretion, awl upon that 
he had fomeihirig to fubmit to ihe impavtvat 
conlideration of evsry part of tlie Htmfe, and 
paiticularly of thofe Genilerrien who fiad ridt 
been Members of the laft Farlianovnt; but to 
his aftonilhmfint tlse original Mnt>in was fo 
w orded as a.ftu:iUy to preclude all corvfidera- 
tiou of th.«r matter which had mean!; 
to fnhrmt to the Hoofe, and the amendmenc 
was merely to clofe the Impeachment as it 
(fiX)d, which naturally implied* that the Houfe 
had determined it fhoulu go on. 

Here Mr, Fux rofc, r.ot by any mean'r, 
he Lid, to interrupt the Hon. Membtr* but 
to Ihito that the point wovilti by gabW* if 
he moved an anendment now, 
he rc.ally thought would have bseu dune 
early by another Hon, Geutlervian ^Mr. 
Baft.ini), 

M^jor Scott then proceeded. He faid» he 
would not trouble the Houfe w'lth any long 
detail j. but, putting Mr. Kajftings totally out 
of the queHion, there? were circtirallarvccs in 
the prefent Impe,uhmenl whicVi invr.lved the 
honour of tl.e Honfe, in a. very peculiar 
m 'tiner indeed j and he conUl not concervo 
how it w.-is potfible for this Paitianvent to go 
on with the Impeachment, uivtil they had 
Ibnie in formal ion before them. He would 
ihuftrate ibis merely by (fating u hat pafi'ed 
refpcdling one article, and all the mhera 
were fmiilar. The Brin-ires charge, as ori- 
p:nally prefehted by an Hon. Gentlenri.ani 
(Ml. Burke), was the fize of a pamphlec, 
Jr. contained an infinite variety of allegivtioiis. 
Thefe were aM ftared to be criminal by the 
. Right Hon. Gentleman who moved tlut 
charge [Mr. Fox]. A very high authority in 
that Houfe [Mr. Put] Opt only juthfied Mr. 
iLiflings, but pronounced all the ads' Bated 

to 
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cHmIrtil to be highly nterfmrious, one 
!xij(pted ; but the Motion btforx^ tlie Hoi ^’e 
thiit in the charge there was fomcthing 
worthy of Impeachment. Theie was not, 
as tliere ought to have been in ftrv£l Juflice, 
a feparaie qut’ftion on each crimmai allega¬ 
tion, and when the Committee framed this 
matter into an article, iliey very naturally 
pronouoceU all the allegations triminal, ar* 
gued them fo before the Lords j** thougn," laid 
the Major, ** I take upon me to fay, that no 
man can tell what were the fentimentsuf the 
majority of the Houfe upotj the Benares arti¬ 
cle, ftnee the Mmirter, who promifed to 
rnove amendments confonant to his own 
ideas, never performed that promife. There 
is another extraordinary citxumCtance in ihcfe 
articles. It was ftrongly contended by lead¬ 
ing authorities (Mr. Bitt and otiier Gentle¬ 
men), chat no done by Mr. Haftings 
fifteen years ago, communicated to the King’s 
JVlinifters anti the Court of Di^e^\ars prior 
to three feveral parliiimentary appoint¬ 
ments, could poftibly be a matter for enquiry j 
yet the Houfe pafled, without enquiry 
or debate, articles in which a g?eat vanety 
of circurtiftaiices that happened in 177a 
were alledged to be criminal. Are thefe 
matters to be now dropped forever ? Is this 
Houfe to give Mr. Haltings no fatisfadfion 
upon thefc points? The Right Hon. Gentle¬ 
man (Mr, Burke) fays, that infamy mult relt 
fomewhere, and then he alks if the articles 
are tf.ie or not ? Why, Sir, it can be done 
without difrefpefil to the late Houfe, 1 fay, 
they are nftany of them grofsly and palpably 
falfe,, or, if they are not fo, the India Mini- 
fter has prefented falfe accounts to this Houfe, 
and eritei;ed falfe Re.folutions upon your 
Journals, The fa6t is undoubted, and 1 
defy ;.he united abilities of all the orators in 
the world to contradict it. It is notorious to 
all England, to all Europe, and to all Alia. 
Surely, Mr. Speaker, this Houle wiM paufe a 
little before they fanition fuch abfurdities. 
The articles ftate, that Mr, HaOings has 
mateiially injured the revenues, and has op- 
prefled, ruined, and deltroyed the people of 
Bengal. Your table is covered over with 
proofs of the falfehood of thefe allegations. 
The India Minifter has opened a Budget 
jinnually for the four laft years, in which he 
has given you an account diredtly the reverie. 
It is proved that he is in the right, by the evi¬ 
dence of figure^ by evidence in Wellmin- 
ftcr-Hall which no man can do away. The 
fa6't is notorious to the whole world. Does not 
the Houfe know that Mr. Shore, late a 
member of the Supreme Council, and a 
Gentleman of the faireft charaaer, has fo- 
Icmnly depofed, that Bengal has been in a 
progrcffiyc ftate of improvement under the 



Bi itifli Adrumidratuin ? The Right 
Gcntlcnun (Mr. Dunda*) talks of the imi 
taoce of chele articles, and of thispiofeciic 
He voted for the articles, but does he knovi^ 
that I can produce his own fignature in full 
approbation of thofe very n»ea(ures and piin«. 
ciplcs which theaiticks condemn in the Bvoiig-* 
eit manner ? Sir, the Right Hon. Gentle- 
man not only appn)vcd of the engageinciva 
which Mr. Hriltuigs entered into with the 
Nabob Vizier, but when Lord Cornwailisj 
^ wrote home that he had adhered to it, and tu 
the principles on which it was formed, lli« 
Right Hon. Gentleman, and owieis of the 
King’s Alinillers, figned a letter in whicin 
Lord Cornwallis is told, that, after an atten¬ 
tive jHirufal of ttie M inutes, &c. on the fubjvdl 
of that arrangement, they .approved it, and 
the principles on which it was formed. YeC 
words camiot he found by which both the 
arrangement and the principles could be 
more Rrongly condemned than they are in 
theanicles of Icinpeachmont. How couhl 
this have ! appt'ucd f Why, Sir, but one way 1 
Becaufe the late Houfe did an that in my 
opinion difgraced it, tiiongh I do not willi to 
fj)e.rk of the proceeding's of thrr Houfe with 
difrdpeO. Thev palled thirteen ^of the 
twenty iiiticies without reading a line of rheiji. 
This hiiSf is true, and 1 will prove it at any 
lime by areferer.ee to your Journals ; .^hen 
let mci implore Gentlemen to confidcr in 
what abTurdities this jYoCcediug lias involved 
them. Here, in one bf the articles, Mr, 
Haftings IS Rated to bo highly criminal for 
putting all the povs'er cf Oude into the harAda 
of fo Ill.placable a tyrant Hyder Beg Khan, 
for to tie is termed in the articles ; yet 
under thU fyffem, approved by the King’s 
Minirteiv, and adied upon hy Earl. Corn¬ 
wallis, every rupee of the fubfidy is reguUiIy 
paid upj .rnd lalt year, when in coiifequchce 
of the war his Lorulhip was in great wan? 
of money, he wtote to the V.zier and to 
Hyder Beg Khan, requeiVmg lome paymeins 
in advance, Hyder Reg iniotcdUiely fen; him^ 
bills for ten lacks of rnpocs, and received a 
letter of ilunks in the ilrongeit tenu-s, with 
another to the Vizier, of winch I will r«ad a 
fentciice: 

. June 17, 1790. 

I Cannot rmi" .V,fo at this period expief¬ 
fing my fcniiments at the meaiures of your 
Minifler Hyder Beg Khan, whofe conduit I 
confider a^ deferving of every encomium J 
and in this particular inltancc of his excr* 
lion, be has certainly llietvft his attach¬ 
ment IQ the Company, atid Ids zeal for 
the prefervarioti of the happy intimacy be¬ 
tween us.” 

** Now, Mr. Breaker, let me put this i- 
onfly to every man of honour ia this Houfe ; 

Is 







t 4 ^ ' 3 


'fu* t(% Mf. Hillings for tlift 
livy, il^ I may fiv cali i^i of the acou- 
him in thafa aniotes ? You nmv 
CO coolina yourft?lve& to a favv' points j 
hut ara all thefa ch>irges to ramamnp in your 
journa,(a> tlioughvoii know tliem to be fa)fe ? 
Was it nothing to arraign Mr. H liVicig'J at the 
J)ar of tho Lords* and put him to anlwer 
«>rticlos prefonted in the name of the late 
Houle, which that Houfc n'Sver ^read ? To 
have compelled him to de/end all thofe 
fvftems under which Bengal is governeJ at 
the prefenc moment, as if it was criminat iu 
him to have formed them, is a molt cruel 
c^ppreflion, and a monftrousabfurdtyv. Sure-, 
liy, Sir, thefe are points which, injaftlca to 
your own honour *tiU to'Mr. Haftings, yon 
ought to go into in the firft irtltance. Another 
charge is the wanton waftcof the public nto- 
t\ay for private pin pofes. Now, Sir, without 
going Into detail, I do take upon me to affirm, 
that if you take the laft year’s peace eftabUfli- 
of Mr. Hafliings in Bengal, and that 
fiM med by Che Bo \r«l of Coniroul, the letter 
is more than one miHum (tel ling higher than 
Mr. Hafting«\sj and it is a very curions rir- 
tumf^-uicc, that M'wlng to the extraordinary 
pa'otra(Slf(#(i of this Tmul, we are involved in 
W »r before itsclofc. But the expenses 
are upon a fcale fo infinitely beyond any 
former cxpcnce, that 1 will not venture to 
It.Ate the diffeience ; and even the Bullock 
L'cnitcaf^, to which the Right Hon. Gentle- 
W»:\a (Mr, Pitt) alluded, is, I copteud, i ij 
jfrtfr cffih Hf'ghcr, under all its clrcuroltunr.e.', 
th^iu the Beiig.d Courra^ lomuch reprobated} 
vvi .h thiMad.lit ii>n,that in the Carnatic there are 
La ‘rnthanForiy rhooland BwUocKsemployed, 
snd in in fimo ‘d war, there were 

only Six Thoufand Seven Hundred. I am 
fiOti faying that any money is now improvi- 
dvntiy expended, rror do I believe it was iii 
the la(\ - war. Bot this I will fay, that all 
are pmnts which tlie Houfe ought to 
ex miine, and not blindly adopt whatever was 
done by the Ijie Parliament. Before i fit 
d;>wr>, I b«g to call upon a very fjon. aivd 
rvrpe<!^able Fiiend of mine, who is well 
cdvuh‘it»d torgivvhis fentimenesupon the pad 
and pr :fcnC ILste of Bengal, and 1 hope, 
h\ jtUtice to a'l parties, he will not vvitfihoid 
llnm.” 

Mr, Laffilngton, Chairman of the Court 

Dirci'dar \ then rofe, and faid, being twice 
cdled upon, he felt it ills duty to Bate what 
would have come with more propriety from 
thtr Mrrrihcrs of the Bexirdof Controui, The 
faf> he believed to be true, that Bengal had for 
many years be -ii in a very fli'n u ifhir.g ftate, and 
vv.ts in a pr igrcffiive ftate of improvement in 
5»ll Mr. Hallings’s adminiltravion. It was 
aifo true, tlvat when Mr. Haftings came to 
tbii G«'»v«rnment, the refimrces were little 
nv>re than three millions a year, and when he 
left k they were more than five orores} an la • 


creafe of about two mOlion.s .1 year. That 
fyitems eft.iblifbed by Mr. IfHflings wci^ 
followed by Lord Cornw.aliis, with very little 
variation. That he thought it due in juilic® 
to Mr. H.jBlng.s to declare, that wlrUevet* 
might have been his intention^ aa to the vote 
of the expediency or inexpediency of conti¬ 
nuing tha Trial, yet, the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer laving mciKioned a part 
ticular f 4 < 51 : of Mr, Having granted 

large allovyances which he difapproved as a 
PireiSor, ho felt himfelf bouuu to vote for 
%\Mi qucCViop. 

, Mr. Sumner winied that ih© queOiou of 
adtournmeut might be rpovBd, in order to 
ituketho confideratum’of the amendiDents prOf 
pofedine fubjfi,l6ra feparate day's difcutTiop* 
The Speaker ri^minded the Houfe, 
that if tlie queftian of adjournment wer© 
maved, it would I'ufKsrfede every other Mlotion^ 
Mr, Sumner thereupon moved it, whesn 
the ftrangors were dire^ifed to withdraw^ 

' The Houfe then divided^ 

Ayes forthearljournmenti?.i 5 —Noes * 

The Houfe mixt divided on Mr.JckylT* 
amendment, 

Ayes 5^.—Noes 194, 

They immediately afterwards divided on 
Mr* Ryder's amendment, 

Ayes Noss .16 r. 

The original queftion was then put, and 
Ci^rried witliout a dlvifion. 

The IVlotion which followed in confequcnc© 
WMS, Thtu a melfagebe fentto the b 'rds, 
informing them that the Commons are 
ready to proceed on the Trial of Warrerj 
Haftings, Euj/* 

Agreed to, and that Mr, Burka do carry 
the faid meifage. Alfo refolyed, that 
Mr, Burke, Mr* Aiiftrmher, 

Mr. Fox, Mr. M. A, Taylor,, 

Mr, .Sheridan, Mr. Dudley North, 

Mr. Thomas Pelham, Mr. St. John, 

Mr. Windham, Mr, Fii^patnck, 

Sir Gilbert Elliot, *Mr* R.^Wilbraha.m, 

Mr. Grey, Mr, Courtenfiy> and 

Mr. Adam, Sir J. St. Clair Et Ikine, 

he the Managers to make good the articles of 
ImpeaiShraent agaiftft Warren HaBings, Efq. 
Adjourned at one o'clock. 

TfiURiDAV, Feb 17. 

Mr. Burke, attended by Mr, Fox and Mr* 
Pitt, and a great number of Members, went 
up to the Houlflf. of Lords, and acquainted 
their Lordfhips, that the Houfe of Commons 
w’ere ready.to proceed to make good th© 
Articles of Impeachment perferred agalnl"^ 
Warren Haftipgs, Efq. and dehring that chejr 
Lor(Jfhipj> would appoint a day for hearing thfli 
fame. 

The Commons having withdrawn,the Lord 
Chancellor read the meflage as deli ye red by 
Mr. Burke, and moved,^‘That theirLordflkij’U 
do fend an anfwcr by niefTengerspf their own/* 
CrtieHtl. 
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^li^RSDAV, Feb. t7, i79i‘ 

<blk Francis M«iyueuit announced a 
^ inelVagc b om the, Houfe of Coiil- 
tiion.s, 

Mr. Burke, with Mr. Put bn hiS 
iip:ht and Mr, Fox on his left, Atteni- 
td by the Cbmmittec, and upwards of 
bne hundred Members, Approached the 
bar,* 

** Mv Lords^ 

The MetTage fVorD the Houfe ofCohl- 
mens is this i On behalf of themfdves 
** and ail the Commons oF Englandj they 
have relbli^ed td tontlnue the Iiii- 
pea.:hmant of W'airen Halfings, El’qi 
and they iiumbly cJefire your Lord- 
«' (hips will fix a day for its recom- 

nteticementi'^ 

Mr, Buj ke withdrewi 
The Lord Chanc-tllor read the mef* 
fage, and the Houle relblved, “ to re* 
turn ah anlWer to the Commons by a 
ihefTengcr of their 

Mr. Burke again appeared at the Barj 
Sind the Lord Chanfcellor ihformed 
liim of rfie feroUtciohj and the Com^ 
inons withdrew front the bar j after 
ivhich 

Lord Grenville rofe atid faid,'-~‘* My 
Lords, a matter of the mofi ferioas na¬ 
ture is now before the Houfe, The 
Melfage brought from the Commons 
involves in it a great Cunftitutional quef- 
iion, nnniely, Whether Impeachments 
abate with a diflblution of I*arlianient ? 


o) 


'Llils is a qiieftton of fuch ithportance, 
that the Houfe ought to conlider it 
with the greateft attention before a mef- 
fage be ' reiurned to the Commons.— 

1 fhall therefore move the Houfe, FhaC 
a Comrrlittee be appointed to examin« 
the Journals.'” Although the enquiry is 
df the molf ferious nature, yet it will 
ndt require any gieat length of, time to 
complete iit ; and fure I am that your 
Lord hups will not conlider tlifc motioa 
as an intrufion upon your attention, when, 
the object of it is of confequenco and 
extent,” 

MoVed a Comtnittee-^Ordered. 

The Lord Chancellor—** Name your 
Committee.” 

Lord Granville—Earl Chatharh^ 
Lord Grenville, Lord Hawkefbury, Lord 
Sydney, Lord Kenyon, Lord Loughbo- 
roiigh, Lord Amherft, Lord Cathcarfj, 
or any five of them together, wiiU 
any other Peers that will attend-”* 
Adjourned j 

TuESdAir, April 19. 

Lord Grenville brought up a Report 
Frohi the Committee of Precedents* 
which ^he moved to have printed, and. 
to bo' taken into confideration the 
firft day after the Lalter r^cefs- Ordered.* 

Wednesday, May 4* 

Lord Grenville moved, ** That the 
Repoif^ uf the Committee appointed to 

Of the cont'enrsof thisdoploUs, and, for the moB part, Uninteretling compilation, w« 
can do no m -re than offer a fort of fyllabus, poiritingout the feveral objeas to whien the Cora- 
tnittee direacd their attention. 

The fira clafs confUL of precedents of criminal proceedings in Parhament, on the peti¬ 
tion or impeachment of the Commons, and thefe are chronologically arranged, from thac 
againfl Richard Lyons, merchant of London* << for deceits, extortions, and mifdemeanors, 
as well for the time that he repaired to certain of the King’s Gounfel, as for the time ibac 
he was farmer of the King’s fubfidy and cuftoms, &c.” to that againft Lord Lovat. Th« 
flrlf wasin the year 1377 } the UR in • 

The fecond clafs confifts of precedents of criminal proceedings in Parliament originating 
lit the fuit of the Crown, or of individuals. 

The third contains precedents of fuch proceedings in Parliament in civil cafes^ 
As appeared to the Gomrr.iltes likely to throw any light upon the matter referred to them. 
The fourth contains fuch particulars of the forms of bail as appear on the journals of 

Parliament. . . . i. « ,• 

A table of the commencement, adjournment, prorogation and diflolution of Parliatnents, 
from the 9th of Hen. Ill, to the ad W* and M* anno 1690, isalfo iabjoined, and aubie of 
references 10 law cafes* 

i’Ain iV. « *• 
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e precedents relative to the ftate 
Iijipeachment againll Warren 
gs, iilq. brought up from the 
fimona, and proceedecl upon hi the 
a,(i: Parliament, be taken into conftJera. 


tion on Monday fe’nnight/* 

The Marquis of Lanfdowne faid, th 2 
this I'uhjeiSl was-equal in importance Td 
any thing tiiat was ever dil’cufied liv that 
Houfe, and he hoped it would be deli* 


In order to give our reatlers, however, fume idea of this voluminoqs Report, contained in 
three hundred and eieven folio pages, we tball prefent them with a flight fketch of a few 
of the cafes of ImpcvachiTunt adduced, as. a fpecirnen of the vvhole, 

I. Richard Lyons, of London, merchant,—for deceits, extortion, and mirderYieanors, in 

the cothof lid, liL He was ordered to prifon, to hw disfranchifed—and to be put to fine 
:n ranfom, and this wa< ordered hy Pi.rlfament; —but on the laft day of Parilauient in 
flilary, 51ft £d. Hi. the Commons thought the prueefs hafty, petitioned the King, prayed 
Lyons might bereleafeid, and his goods wnnd tenements reRored j but to this the reply on the 
Lords roll WitS, ** Be iia'cmeu^bercd chat no anfiver was given by the Lords, nor would be, 
as the laid Parliameiu; wn$ hefuie any thing could he done therein/’ 

II. VX'lliam Lpid Latimer is the next cafe—He was impeached by the Commons for 
deceits, extortions, and oporefllons under the fervice of the King. He was adjudged to b« 
guilty in full Parliament—hu; certaib Lords, his mainpernors, brought his body before the 
King and Pdrliair.cnt-~and by this mainpi ife tpe Marfhal let liim go at large* 

IIL Wilhani Rlys,, of Cheat Yarmouth, for extortion. He was tried and found guilty 
by the Commons j but he being on bail until the determination of the Lords, a peri tion wm 
prefented, ftating the proceedings of a iiew Parliament.—There was n«»t any alteration of 
his fentence, and the Lords refufed $q fH'i!' an anfmer. This was ii> the cilf of 
Edward HI. 

IV. John Pechee. This was an Impeachment for procuring an exclufive parent to fell 
wine, and for taking three Ibilliugs and four pence for every pipe thereof. He was tried and 
«onvi6kd by the Comrrfon*—but a p^'tition being piefented by the Commons from Pechce, al« 
Icdging that be was not allowed Couafel, the Lime was referred to the Lords.—JVo 

4tvtr given to tfis Commons. 

V. Lord John Neville, 50 Edward III. was Impeached for purchafirig, when a Privy 
Councillor, feveral debts due by the King, and in particular from LWr kavenpohn, Loid 
iNeville pat in his anfwer, witoelfes were examined, and the Commons prayed judgment, that 
he fhould be oufted of all hb ofllces. Shortly after be was ordered to make reflitution to 
Lady Ravenftmlm. 

N. B* This cap, though placed ivnong thofe as Precedents for dlfcontinuing the h.feacho- 

mentf does not appear to apply either for or ugainji. 

VI. An oid ixmce be.ng made in the 5och of Edward lit, that no woman, and in par¬ 

ticular Alice Peers, fhould by way of maintenance, and for lucre, *proieciiie any matter in 
the King’s Courts upon pain, &c, on the aid December, in tha ift of Ri4jard 11 . Alice 
Peers was charged with having broke the faid ordinance, tried, and found guilty.— A peti¬ 
tion Rating en or^, in the proceeding, and praying to be re-heard, was prefented in the next 
Parliament. Lortls decre<s<l, that this could only be done by the King’s favour—and no 

further proceed.ug appears in that SefTion. Butin the 8th of the fame reign, part of the 
ordinance was repealed by the King and Parliameiv,, and in the ai ft of the fame reign, 
the matter being revived, Pailiament determined that the cafe lay with^^lie King, and he 
fhould delei-rrine as he thought wife and meet. 

No further proceedings. 

V*I 1 . Adum de Buiy was impeached for deceits and wrongs (whilfl: Mayor of 
Calais) in the 5*^^^ Edward III. on the Jaft day of Parliament, and nf»t appearing, 
it was awarded that all his goods and chattels fhould be put in arreft. Afterwards, in fhe 
next Parliament, 51 qf Edward Hi. the Commons pray, th.at as Adarp de Bury was wrong¬ 
fully impeached i» the lall Parliament, he fhould be difchai god and pajdoned in the prelcnt 
bne—No anfwer given by the Lords. 

VIII. John de (.eycefter and Wauler Spourier, in the fame reign, and in a fimibr cafe, - 
h id their canfe taken up by the Commons, who prayed releafe and difeharge in the next 
Parliament—No anfwer given by the Xa:)rd9, 

IX. Hugh Faftolf was in the fame predicament at the fame time—No anfwer given 
by fhe Lords. 

X. William de Weftori and John Sieur de Gomenys, ift Richard IT.—The Com- 
mons pray, that all who have given up Cadies beyond fea fhould be punifbed by judg¬ 
ment of the Lords. The anfwer and. judgmeot of death is pronounced againfl them, 
jy. JS, This does not feem to appty^ 


XI. In 
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ly conridcre<f In a manner fuitable 
s gravity.. He had i-ead almoft all 
pamphlets that bad been written on 
many of them wiiii great 
nieritjbearingteftimony of thegreat learn¬ 


ing and abilities of their authors, ^ 
of whom had committed their names! 
their works, and, from the refpefl 
to the authors, the works were regarded 
with rel'pe^f} but after all he had reasl 



XI. in the of Richard H. the Commons pray the King and his Council, Prelates and to 
ether liord$,‘* Whereas heretofore to Petitions anvl flills delirered—in this prefent Parliament, 
and to aU others that Ihoulcl be tfcliv’crod in Parli;m)etn jn tllne to come, good and gracious 
anfwer and remedy fliould h« ordained before the departure <if each Parliament, and that 
thereupon a ftatute to that etfedf might he made in the prefent Pari ament, and fealed to 
remain in time to come”—the King anfwers, That to fuch Petitions delivered in Parlia¬ 
ment, toucljing things that cannot ellewhcre be determined, good and rfeafonable anfwef , 
Aiould be made and giyen feKFORii thic dkparturu of that Pahmament/''-—• 
iV. J?. This appefsffs a fl> ong (cife, in point. ’ 

XII. The Bilhop of Norwich in tile 7th of Richard II, was accufed by the Commons 
of riot doing his fervice according to promife, and of receiving money from the King’s 
enemies. He was ordered to prilon until he made reftitution. Annexed to this cafe, are 
two Precedents of the Commons having petitioned the Lords and received an aarwer—but it 
was in the fame Parliament. 

XIIL Sir William Llmftiam, Sir Thomas Tryveil, Sir Henry de Ferriers, and Sir 
William de Fardon, were accufed in the fame Parliament, and obliged to pay brick to 
Che King what they had received, tind p»y fine and ranfoni, and Sir William Harnedon was 
to be at the King’s mercy as to body and goods—all this in the fame Parliament. 

XIV. Michael de la Pole, Earl of Suffolk, Chancellor of England, was aocufed by the 
Commons—Judgment given againR him, a fine and ranfom. 

XV. XVL XVII.—Sir Robert Belknap and others in the reign of Richard IL were im¬ 
peached by the Commons, for figning certain papers at Nottingham, and the Commons pray¬ 
ed they might be adjudged traitors. Thtt Lords took time to the following Friday, and 
adjudged the faid Sir Robert and rAhers to be traitors. 

XV HI. In tlie fame Pai liament Blake and TJik were impeached by the Commons, and 
executed the day after they were ^ond guilty. 

XIX. The Bifhop of Chichetter was impeached by the Commons, the fame Parliament, 
for exciting Sir Robert Belknap. The Lords took time "o confider this cafe, as well as that of 
Sir John Beauchamp, De Holt, and others, and having adjourned for Eafter, lefonaed the 
bufmefs, and found them all gmiry of high ri eafoii, — N. B. This c<*Je feems to go to the point of 
adjournment oniy } but that luhich follo-ws fams to h- more material. For in this Parliament all • 
the Lords*, Ipirirual as well as temporal, then prefent, tlaimed, as their liberty and franchife, 
that the weighty matters moved in this Parliament, to be moved in other ParUanunti in 
time to come, touching Peers of the land, Ihould be.proceedecl upon, adjudged, a.id dlfculTed 
by the courfe of Parliament, and not by the civil lano^ nor the common law of the land 
uf^ed in other inferior courts^^and this was granted. T his Parliament, by cr>nimcn confcni, 
was adjourned till after Eafler, and new writs made out. But all matters Rood as they 
were when they met after Earter, ami the Lords purfued the requeHof the Commons as if 
no adjournment had taken place, 

XX. In the aift Richard II. Thomas Arundelf, Archbifhop of Canterbury, wasimpcach- 
<1(1, and he, having conftrffcd, was aojudgeU g^iilty ot high-treafon. 

XXr. Sir Thomas Mortimer, in the fame year, was. impeached by the Commons, and 
after adjournment pending the trial, it came on, and he was tried and found guilty. 

XXll, In the f^ame year Sir John de C- bham was impeaclied, adjudged a traitor, and ba- 
nifhed to peipe;nal impiifnnment in the jRe of jerfey. 

XXili. The Duke of Suftblk, jSth «f Heniy VI. prayed that hd might be accufed and 
heard to anfwer, in order to clear himfelf fronn alpcf (ions. Hu was tried by the Peers, and 
the King bamfh^d him the realm. Again/l this pun fkment the Lords proteftsd, becaufe it 
wa.s wiihout their confenc. 

XXIV. The Lord Chancellor St. Albnn and Bifhop of Lan<laflfe were iropcaclied in 
The Chancellor fined and imprifoned, -an*! the Bilhop admonifhed. 

'ike ;^K)ve four wfcre all in the fame Parliament, 

XXV. The following arc ftrong cafes in point. Matthias Fowles, George Oeldard, and 
otlveis, w ere impeached by the Commons on the 2<>d March 1620, npd committed to prifon. 
On the z^b of April Fowles is brought to the bar, and the charges againfl him read—to 
which he makes aafwer, Pepofitions are leid and witncffes examined. On the 27th h« 

^ ^ agvia 
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it fubje^, he muft confefs, that it 
totally, fatisla^orv to hiin. 
GcntlenKrn of theLonii Robe wete 


ititicd to reipeft from tUeir profeffton 
was a liberal profeirion, and !ie ijad 


too much gratitude to the memor, 
thole lawyn p who, on foi mer days, 
exerted thtir foperior al-ilitivs m the ler. 
Vice of the pitKiic, by alii (ting and giv¬ 
ing their Cage advice on criticai occafiows, 



again appears at tfi® bar, and witnefTew are examined. On the j5tK May he Is ndmlrted 
to hall—but after Icveral adjeurnrnehts, Farliametitis diflfoivetl o»>(he February ^ 6 z i*~-r 
and all furrier pioeredrngs ceale- 

XXVI Sir John BeuhtJ^, in,'peached in. ib© year i < 5 :. t, an<J after varipqv adjournments 
Parliament is dilfolved befen’e the trial fmiflics. K<> fniiher procfft'dings appear in the neXB 
‘Padiamenr, . 

XXVll. The Giflipp of Norwich was accu fed before Parliament a ad Jac. II hut Par- 
hameuc was diilblved tfy the King’s death before Umj trial fpiilbed- No fnrtlv.r proceedings 
in tberncrct Parliament, 

The Duke «f Buckingli.UTO if> iinpcaclied by the Gomfn^'ns CiLr> wtbe ^th 
2 VT«y i6a6—pL'ts in hit anfwM'on the Sth June tolioWmg, and requcfhs th > Houle to ex¬ 
pedite the cmirej but on the 15th of the lame mnnih the Parliaintnt is diirolved: and no furthep 
prciceedings^ere .carried on, in tho next Failirment. 

XXI\, * he i«(rl of Suffoiic is complaiiievi t by tlie Commons-rrThe Lords take titiiQ 
to confid. r ;m anfwer—BarUamenc prorogutd before the aufwtr is given. No further pro^ 
cefs Tq the next fefTioh. , ^ - 

The foUovyiiig, is a hit of the ImpeachpAeuts io the Lang Pariiapiept pf Charles |hf 
JSrft I-*- 


Karl of Strafford, 
Archbilhop of Canterbury^ 
Riliiop pf Ely, 

Six Judges 1640, 

Kord Keeper Finch, 
Bifhop of Bath and Wells^ 
5 ir George Radciilfc. 

Sir Robert Berkeley, 
Do£Vor Cozens, 

George lienfon, 

Sir Edward Dei rey, 

Mr. Richard Spencer, 

^S»^ George Strode, 

Bail Nortbamplon, 

Sir Richard Gurney, 


Six Judges, 1641, 

Inigo Jones, 

Thirteen Bilhops, 

Earl Bridgewater, 

Tw’elye Bidiops, 

C. Neal, 

Sir Edward Herbert, 

Lord Digby, 

Sir Williann Wilmer| 

Henry HaClings, 

NIarqiiiis Hartford, 

Mr, Wylde, 

John Brocas, 

Etird Mountmorrps’s complaint againfl thi 
Privy Council of Ireland, 


Lord Strange^ 

XXX. William Drake was impeadied in the name of all the Commons of Great Britaiia 

jn i66o‘; hut the Lord?, thinking that the trial coqld not be finifiaed before the dilTohitioii 
of Parhaipent, ordered the King’s Attorney General to proceed agidnft him by the common 
procefc of law. ’ 

XXXI. Vifeount Mordaunt was impeached the 3d of January t 666 : on the i6th 
fhe Commons by me%c reminded their Eurdfliips qf the impeachment j on the 17th 
I^rd M. l”k in his anfwcrj on the jjft a day was appointed 5 fcveral conferences 
were hpld ^bout the mode of proceeding. Parliament on the gth of Q^ober was pro 
rogued, and rcaffembled on the 25lh of July, but there was no further notice of 
the impeachment. 

XXXn. ^Barl CiUr.jndon was impeached by the Commons November jj, 1667 * but he 
withdrew himfclf, ard was attainted, all in the fame lefijon. /a 

XXXin. 5ir William Penn was impeached in the fame' year i but the trial not beine 
finifhed before the prorpgation of Parliament, it ^ied away. The next felfion it was not 
proceeded upon. 

XX^lV Qn fhe 5th December 1678, the Earl of Arnndel, Earl Powis, Lord 
Bcllafyfr, Lord Petri-, and Vifeount Stafford, were impeached by raeffage from the Com 
jnons i pp the 30th of Dec. the King, being come to the Houfe, faid, he'was unv.dline to 
prprogiie them, as he wiOfed them to profeewe the difeovery of the plot: bm he .‘id oro 
yogiie them to the February following,bnd on the i4lh of January diffolved them ‘ A new 
of March : on the pth of March a Committee of Privileges wa, 

'■ appoinly 





to regard! their Tiswrte« with reverenre. 
did his reverence the learned 
^Toftdnort abate or v icn he re- 

iie6lcd on the alvilifies and tnarinSter oF 
jLhoie who are at the heatf ol* the profeA 
iion at ^he prefcnt day. But he muft la¬ 
ment that ibe Gentleirien ot the law who 
had taken pai? in the dil’cnfilLon of this 
fubjeft, had oh feu red intiead of explain¬ 
ing it. They had .covered and hidden' 
the rubje6i: itVelf, by the formality with 
which ’:hiy had endeavoured to difctifs 
it. They bad loaded all they had to 
urge with technical diilin^ions, and 
merely profeUiohal remarks, 'I'hey had 
iih this (as was too often the cale with 
Gentlemen of the Long Kobe) deferted 
that liherality of principle which teaches 
men of exalted onderftandings to re- 
iduce a qveftion to the IlmpJe elements of 
ii8 own withov.it incumbering it 

widj extrinfic roattfr* It Ihould have 
been reduced to a point of fimpliciiy of 
law aridng out of the Coni^itutipn ol this 
jCournry,*-rT^‘^^® points on 

which the whole of the liberty of every 
individual in this country entirely dei. 
pended. One was the Tria^ by Jury. 
The otlur was a maxim ariiingout of 
the elements of jujftice itfelf, as applied 
to the irhabitams of a free State? this 
was, “ That no man fball> under any 
pretence whatever, be tried upon any 
thing but a known tev*'’—This maxim 
ponrtituted almoA all the difference be¬ 
tween a yrte State a,nd aStaie of Defl>o- 
tijm. Theft? pointy he only now hinted, 
in order that their Tordfhips might rake 
jhe fubjeilrlt properly (as appeared to him) 
into confideration, * The qoeftion was 
pot, Whether they iliould try a Cover- 
General acenfed of the word: vices 
ihat could clilgrace the reprefentative of 


a Great Country not, V/hetl 
was innocent or gurlry ?—or 
honour or di/grare oueht to be the lot of 
his accufers ? but,<< Whether thair Lord- 
diips Ihouid proceed arbitrarily and ty¬ 
rannically, without the dire£lion of 
a known law, or w'ouid violate their 
duty upon tite idea of puhiic con¬ 
venience Of the trial by Jury it 
was impciHble for any man to have a 
higher refpeiit than hiihlelf j he revered 
and adored it. But if a qiieftion (which 
indeed, Imppily for us, could not brt 
put to any man pi this country) were 
to be put to hinr 4 -*‘ Which would yon 
prefer, as; you cat) have but one^tsbe trial 
by Jury upon what tnay be called the 
lav.’, or a trial ht Judges, with know¬ 
ledge of, and integrity to adminilier, a 
known lavv? " he believed tbar, much 
as he adored the trial by Jujy, he Ihonld* 
undcfiiich circiimlhnccs, prefer the t<ial 
by a kno'vn law. 

Having ftated tbefe points, he faidi, 
metely to draw, their I.ordfhips' ferion* 
attention to what appeared to him to be 
the real point, be entreated their Lord-, 
/hips to peruf© attentively every thing 
that had been urged , on this occafton” 
and not be deterred by the authoritative 
tnrie in which fame, and the a^e£fcd 
clcarnefs in which others had dated tho 
cafe, but to think boldly for themfelvea, 
and to think ferioufly too There wa* 
time enough for the rational cxercife of 
both, and he hoped, that on that d^y# 
not one Noble Lord would be unprepared 
to give hia voice on this occafion fronri 
his) own conviction j and he tmfted too, 
that not one Noble Lord who had aright 
to fit in that Houfe would be abfent with¬ 
out being able to aflign a very fufflcient. 
reafon tor his ahfence. As this country 


appointed lofiml out in w'hnt Bate the impeachments brought up in thelafl Parliament now 
Band ; on the 13th of March, Pai liament was prorogued to the i^ih ; on which day ^ mo¬ 
tion was made and agreed to, to confuler whether the laft Parliament could be cpnfidcred a 
(eflion ({he Judges to give their opinion) ; and this was the determination—That it was a 
feflion, in relation to of iudicatisrc of the Houfe, but not as to the determinaiinnof laws 
determinable upon the end of a r«i%n of Parliament 5 and concerning the Bat-; of Impeach¬ 
ments that— rtmaiued in fiatu y«ii, tbe d'lff^lution of the lajl ParJiantent nat altering tha 
fiati of any Imyfacbment brought up in that Parliament. 

A difference having arifen in relpeft to E.u-1 Danby's pardon, Parliament was prorogued 
to the I ntef July, after the five Lords had been brought to the bar, the-ir Impeachmenw 
rend,, time given to anfwwr, and Counfel appt>imed; and on the i2tb of July iha' Parliament 
was dlffalved.— Do the firft of Odlober 1680, the new P 2 irliamen( met, and begat) ihc trials 
with that of Vifeount Stafford, who Cammed up his evidence on the 3d of December, and 
defired that his Counfsl mvght he heard on points of law, one of which w^s-^kFbethsr 
proceedings by Impcachtn.nt did or didnat continue from Parliament to Parliamtitt ? which, upon 
coufideration, was tletermined not to be a proper objedbon, *%^impeacbmcnts di 4 con^ 
tinue. On the 7th of Dficember, he was found guilty, and fcmencc pronounced the 
faipc day. 



icvtiP iliad* a qiieftion before its Par]ia- 
that more inateiialIy involved all 
l%™)erty of ail its inhabitanrs, he was 
"onilhed that the Noble Lord who made 
Ibis motion had Jiot alfo movedj 'fhat 
the Howie be Atinmoned ; he (hould takc 
the liberty of doing it hinWelf. He there¬ 
fore moved, “ That their L'addiips be 
ilinamoned on Monday ie’nnight,’^ Or** 
clcreiu 

The Marquis of LaiTdowne fiid, he 
Ikoped as an order was made for fum- 
mo-’ring then* Loidlbips, that it would be 
done in asexai:!; and partitnlar a ihanner 
as poftible j and he ti ufted t no Nohfe 
I>ord who had'^H feat i n the Houl e would 
abfent himfeif, except he cOuhl • ^'ive a 
very ieriotjs reafon indeed for To doing, 
Mof^DAY, May i6. 

The order ot the kiay heii.g read for 
the lionle to tajke iin> confiruration the 
Keport ol' the Committee appointed to 
fearch for Precedents relative to the 
Trial of’ Warren Haft'ngs, Efq. 

Lord Portcheder laid, he did not then 
mean to trouble their LordHiips at any 
length upon the fubjeHj he only meant to 
nrrike a mo't'on which might,bring the 
ins:'‘»ts of the QiiclLon t iirly and fully 
iiivler difculhon. He had, his Lord.Hiip 
laid, read ihej^rinted Keport, and had 
formed a very clear opinion on tlie 
fubjeH y hut that opinion he relerved, 
Ivll he /libuld have an oppfjrtunlty of 
hearing the lentimer.ts of N>'ble and 
Learned Lords, His Lordlhip then 
moved. 

That a meffage he fent to the Corn- 
l»ons, to infonn them that they (the 
Xwords) were ready to proceed on the 
Tri^ of Warren Hahings, Llq.” 

'"liveLord Chancellor left the woolfack, 
*»?(} fai<h he rofe not ro enter into the 
^j^ueftton, hut inenly to llnte, that in his 
Upprehenfion that was not the proper 
mode of difcuiring the order of rhe day, 
which was, to coidi.lei toe Report of rbe 
Cooimittee. All their LordOiips, he 
oblerved, would at Icait agree wiih him, 
that the laying down a rme by which 
Hqt only the fate and h'rtuiic, but the 
libioMy anti lives of their L' l'dlliips were 
ir. future to be determined, vos a lubit.6f 
of very important c<mriJerMnoiu The 
Rej>;,)ir, Ids L ^rdOiip thought, jonght to 
h'vve been rtfened a Cuirmittec t'f 
Piivilcj^es j th.it vv-vHiltl nave been m It 
ay.ceahie to the rules and practice of the 
BoMie with leg lid to .Impeachments, 
and when the (U.uhl have been 

confnitied ]>v du- Committee, hir; Lord- 
itup laid, i' 'migiu tnen reported toiliw 


Houfe, who would have an opp6rtnti^ 
of reviewing, and ultimately deciding 
upon it. Their Lordfhips havl been de- 
bred to Tend a mcHige to the Commons, 
Rating thet they were ready to proceed 
on the Tj ial of Warren Hallings, Efq, 
After they had learched for Precedents, 
tliar day had been appointed to take the 
Report into conlideration, whether th« 
Jmpeachnnent abated or nut by the diffo- 
Jutio>^ of Parliament I and therefore 
that quelbon muft be confidered, before 
the oilur could polLbly occur. After 
they had determined that the Impeach¬ 
ment did not abate, but remained in 
/ial7i quo, then it might be very proper 
to confi-Jer whether a meirage, fuch as 
had been moved for, ought to be fent to 
the Commons, to inform them that their 
Lordfhlps were ready to proceed in the 
'rrlal. Three queRions immediately 
cccurred, which, his Lordfhip faid, he. 
ihunld have conceived to be v.t:iy proper 
to be referred to the Committee of Pri¬ 
vileges, and afterwards to the Houfe. 
The firllof thefe queftions was,Whether 
an Impeachment, brought up and pro¬ 
ceeded on in the laft Parliament, v.'.as now 
in any degree depending ? adly. That 
if the Irnprachment w'cre depetubng, 
was it depending i?i jhiu quo ? 3illy. 
By what procefs, or by what fofnni 
of proceeding, that man was to he 
called on, who, if he undeiRood the 
queftion rightly, v’as now neither a 
priloner nor under bail ? and whether, 
in cafe that man did not appear, they 
could Tue bis recognisances ? Thele 
three quetfions, his Lordfliip laid, ap* 
peared lo him to be exceedingly im- 
p rt;>nt in the preVnt enquiry y and 
the genera! propofiiion, inv -Iving the 
fate and fortunes of mankind at large, 
w'as of much more importance than 
wduit became of the partipular fubjeH, 
He thought if the printed Report was 
fairly extrafled and hiRoiically deduced, 
it would amount almoii to a demon- 
rtrati'in that there had never been fuch 
a projctteding as 'a continuance of an 
Impeachment after a dillolution. It 
happened unfortunately, his Lord/liip 
chicrved, that the Report had rot been 
printed before the holidays, as they 
might have been better prepared for 
the difeunibn of the I'ubjeH, bad their 
Lorafliips been able to have perufed 
the Report earlier. The Report, hia 
Lortilhip (aid, was imperfeH, and for 
his part lie had no knowledge on ihcr 
iuhjt'6l txtept wliav he derived from 
the Report. He tliought it vv*r6 cHennH 

that 
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Mj fome bt)ier things fhotild have been 
nMucled under (be iir(t head j as 
inrtairice, wliethei* they lent a 
^ne^fage to the Commons Aibfequent 
to the Prorogation or DilTolution, and 
whether the Houfe of Commons ient - 
any mcft-tvc,or fet on foot any meafure, in 
coni’equence. There was allb another chfs 
of Ci iminai Prolecutions which his Lord- 
ihtp conceived might pojUibly he con¬ 
nected with this. With regard to Writs 
of Error, the Report, his L'^nilhip ob- 
ferved, was tiill more defeClive. The 
Committee had Rated merely what ap¬ 
peared to them OM record, and had 
feared that only; it would have been 
material to have conlidered, whether it 
was true that 'a Writ of Error abated 
lipon a Prorogation, as was deter¬ 
mined in the year 1675. He meant 
not this by way of reproach,for,undoubt¬ 
edly^ Aie diligence of the Noble Lords 
had done a great deal j indeed, he 
wondered it had done lb much. The 
Repcvjt however contained many defers. 
His Lordfhip thought this was too near 
away of confidering a uibje^St of ib 
much iniportance, and he was afraid 
their Lordlhips could not do that juliice 
to the ful je'et which they meant. Xt 
was to be coj ri(lcv4£d in the way in 
which it ought to be. If they were to 
follow the path of their anceftors, 
which appeared to him to be right, he 
flrould wdh them to ivfer the fubje^f 
to a Co mmittee, and that a ConmiUtee 
Ihould conte to certain relblutions. The 
grea^ obje6f of their Lordfliips in this 
decifion otight to he, to put it out of 
the pov/er of a MinilTr at a future 
day to turn the decifton aiiy way he 
picaled, as it mii^lu fuit his own con- 
veiMej.ee. He (hoUght, therefore, it 
ought to be iettled with the urmoft 
giaviiy and f lemnity. What iii!;:;ht 
betoine of it afterwards t!(e Lord only 
Rnew. perhaps he might be acculVd 
of a pedantic adherence to precedents. 
His Lordfliip faitf, he alluded to calcs 
then before the Houfe. He had formed 
in his mind the outlines of the method 
which lie conceived v;ould be moll 
proper to pm fue on this fubje^l; and 
if the motion of the Noble Lord was 
difpoled of, he fhould, his Lordfhip 
laid, feel a itrong inclination tliat they 
fhould adopt the metliod which he had 
luggefled. 

JLord Ahingd n faid, be did not 
rife, as their LordHiips might I'uppole, 
an advocate yor Mr. Haftings, nor did 
he rile aa advocate ugaitiji him. The 
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fitnation tn which he flood, in 
mon with the reft of their Lordlb^p^ 
as one of the Judges before whom triat 
caufe was, precluded and forbad him» 
whatever other Noble Lords might think, 
from taking or affuming to iiimlelf 
any fiich chnrafler. But he roCe, al¬ 
though not an advocate on tHher h-lo, 
to trouble their Ltrdfhips with a i\:w 
words on latk not however Avitb 

a double lee in his hand, aa fomc- 
advocates have done, but without any 
fee at all, as no advocate is willing-la 
do; and this too not in point of aigu- 
meut, not to difeufs the weight and 
balance of precedents that were upon 
their I^orrilliips table, as the means of 
foirning his judgment upon the ques¬ 
tion th^it was to be relblved, but fimp.'y 
and merely to exprels thole feerlir.g-g 
by which h»s mind had been affeiled” 
upon theoccalitn. And herein doingthj« 
it was neceflary for him to recur to that 
time when the Impeachment began j 
to its origin, when, like ether in¬ 
dividuals, he was led to look at it iit 
the lump, not with the invelfigatioi% 
through all its detachment of articles, 
not on the ground of its evidence, nor 
in other relpefcls in the minutiije of 
detail, but on its political hinges} and 
bearings, in its reafons, in its motives, 
in its caules, and in its efFe^.s. That 
this was his view of it in the firft in- 
ftsuce ; and with that view, whillt he 
faw, on the one hand, a man who by 
his enterpiize and exertions had, as 
it was faui, pnferrjed a great countiy 
to the Brittlh Empire, whether by right 
means or wrong he did not then enquire, 
but right he liippoled them, hill from 
the event itfelf, and next from the cii - 
cumRunco of thole w/ho 'were moftly 
iiitereltcd in that event (he meant has 
employers the EaltTmli.a-Company) 
having una voce approved his conduct 3 
he faid he faw this man made the 
objtflion of an Impeachment, On the? 
other hand, he law a man himfelfac- 
culed of haviqg at the fame period, and, 
as it was laid, by worfe means ihao 
thofe rf a want of enterprise and exer¬ 
tion, lojl a great country to the Bri- 
tllh Empire, coalefcing with his accufeiT, 
his bitter enemies^ in becoming an ac- 
cufer of the man in whom, if there was 
guilt, he, this accufer, was himfelf a 
pariitfps crimints, by continuing him 
in the Ration in which he was, wheu, 
having the power, he might and ought 
to have removed hi in ; he laid, he. litwr 
this man uoi made the obje6l of Im¬ 
peachment. 
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ent. Tbt inference tlieh lie 
Ftom this view of the '*“*1 

Wiis Ij«>peachniei\t wiis a proceeu- 
-lOf not foui.aed in national jultice, 
HM- had it national honour either for its 
principle or its obj.a j but Uvat, U>e the 
•witches cauUiron m Macbetli, Tt v^ras 
€ompoiect and made np of rngrcd.ents 
to raife a *n the Country^ not 

ioitice, not of policy* not of Wit- 
donu but >d'flame iighteJ up by the 
fpirit of a jnTing taaion^ concoOed l>y 
the molt noxious juices/created by the 
iwotl hetejogeneous mixtures, blown 
•up by the breath of malice, fed by 
revensre, and kept alive by the fuel ol 
anniudity and inveaive; Tl.is was tus 
inference. ^I he nrxt view he had ol the 
bufmefs was, the Impeachment ai their 
Loidlhips liar. And here he law, and 
it was wiih pleafure he law it, Mr. 
Haftmgs, like himlelf, triumphanf and 
exulting in his htoation t he law him, 
like Heretdes and the Hydra, lurround- 
€d and bclet by a many-headed Mon- 
iter, caiied a Committee of Impeach¬ 
ment, with fire in their eyes, and forked 
Tongues in their mouths, blaflmg him 
with the lightning of their looks, and 
pouring into the inmolt/lecelfes of nis 
heart the chilling poifon of t’neirenve¬ 
nomed words i whild he with the upldted 
club of confcious inn.'cence, as it would 
ieem> in his hand|, fat calfA and undil- 
tur'oed, and yet panti' g 9fi h were for 
the coming of that, hour ^/f his dtlence, 
when to hU alTldlanls if might prove 
the hour of death and annihilacion, but to 
him that of viaory vydh accomidaied 
honour. This he faW ; but befuits 
this he heard from one of the Counl’el 
in pleading bis caufe, with u torrent 
of manly eloquences and in a burlt 
of language and of ztal which con- 
Viaion'^ordy could hxve Inlpiied, an 
appeal to God as the wdnels of his 
client’s innocence, and chilling down 
the vengeance of Heaven on the beads 
of his a.cculers, as their merited pu- 
. nilhrnent for'the falfity of the charges 
alledged againft him. But what did 
he tfow fee, and what did he now 
hear ? He faw, he laid, this very Mr. 
Haltings, not what he was, unbke him. 
ielf, not, as before, panting for Im de¬ 
fence, no longer triumphing and ex¬ 
ulting in his fnuaiion, no more bke 
Bcicules with his uplifted club, but 
like Hercules imiecd lubdued, and 
with a difl 'tf in bis hand *, this was 
whai he law, and this was what he heard, 
and heard too olteii from Mr» Halfmgs 


himreir: for,'* faid tie, my Ton ^ 

his lafl acldieis to your Lordlhips di 
not breathe that ardour of niind, an 
that magnrintmity of fpiiit which eifhef* 
his previous conduct implied,; Ot* bil 5 
charafter would have led one lo look '* 
for. But this is wot alK A djiTo.! 
iution of f'ariiament takei place, and. 
this difiblution is to be made ufe of 
as an gxiinguifl^ Ihripeuch- 

nnenr. Be it lo then/’ H.'d he j but his 
ienie of the matter vvould be this ? that 
inftcad of Mr- H-iftings appe:^nng a® 
lie was formerly wont lo do, and as it 
was hoped he would do, like rhe purif 
flame ot the candh^, his conduilrf, like 
the fnuff ot the candle which the ex * 
tinguilhcr leaves behind if. whi n the light 
is put out,and the flame exit' s no more^^ 
would be perhaps as black an4..>(s of- 
fenllve to himlelf, as it v/oUld be to 
the reft of the world. Theffe weie his 
feelings, and he fhould be ghid to have 
them removed : hut if tliis could not be, 
let others feel for themfelves. ft 
be faid, indeed, that this was a Trial 
not only without example as to its 
duration hitherto, but in its continu¬ 
ance a perfecution ^vithovd end ; ten 
which it may be anfwered, that the 
duration is now propofed to be fixed, 
and rhe time to be li.miied, aud yef 
the etfea of a difToIuiicn is preferred 
to this. ‘‘And now,*’ faid he, “ a fingle 
word to the Impeachment itlelf. * Whe-i 
ther a dUrohition of Parliament abated 
an Impeachment or not, he ktaew not, 
nor had he ftudied to know. H wa* 
a quelfion u-pon which not t»nly Toflorv 
but tile twoHoufesof ParlUment diP 
agreed i and therefore, without faying 
A pox on both your Houfes/’ he 
would fay, Who fliali deride the point-?* 
But this he did know, that vvhether a 
diirolution abated an Impeachnient or 
not, there were two flrong reafons why i£ 
Ihauhl,and there was one lldi llrongir vea.^ 
fon than both of the others why it Ihould 
not. "I'he fiift ftrong reafon was, that 
the parties ihemlelyts are confent io 
have it fo: and the maxim of law is, 
“ confaifus tollit grrorevi.*" The next- 
ftrong reafon is, that it would be ie-> 
moving a heavy yoke that has long 
bfien impofed on their Lordlhips necks, 
making the cafe of the Noble Lord on 
the woolfack the cafe of all their Lord- 
fliips, and bringing to his mind .that 
Noble Lord’s e^jpuatic words upon this 
occafion, who, upon being a/ked 031^0 
cueftion refpefting the Trial, faid, as he 
bai b«en told, “ It is not Haflings’s 

trial, 
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h IS itiy ^riaj as it certainly is 
ills the patience of the Hcjufe has 
and would he agair^ affrfled by it. 
the one ftilb ftrongei rcafon than 
both thefe againft the abatesient was 
this ; if the legiflature in its •wilVlom lias 
thought it right to tna^t^ as wsis done 
in the Ail of Settjernent, “ That a 
pardon is not pleadable in bar of an 
impeachment,** does not an abatement 
of an impeachment by a diffolution of 
Parliament reft upon the (Ume ground 
of reafoning on which this claulc was 
en?(6led, namely, the power ol dijfolutiun 
being in the hands of the Crown, ihat 
it might defeat the whole Ule and effects 
of Impeachments, and deltroy the chief 
inftitution by whi'^h government is to 
be preferved ?" Hut this was a 
tion which he ihould not ar^ue, leaving 
it to be determined by the better 
pients of their Lordmips, as he fltoiiKl 
be by the general ienfe oi the Houfe 
in the vc'te that he fhouid give. 

Lord Porchtfter faid, the Houfe had 
©rdei ed a Committee to fearch for pi e- 
c«dents, who had delivered in a re¬ 
port : that day had been appointed to 
take into confideration that report. He 
was, his Lordftjip laid, of opinion, that 
^he Impeachment did not abate, and he 
thought the motion he had made would 
bring before the Houlb the cjueftion 
whether it did or did not abater Jt 
vvas, in his Lordfliip's opinion, the 
proper way to confider the queftion in 
;i full Houroi but if any noble Lord 
thought it would be better to argue it 
in a Committee^ he taught vote for fo 

Lord Mulgraye faici, the rights of 
the people of this country, as to (jueL 
tions of property, depended merely on 
precedent; he conceived, however, that 
the proceeding%of that Hoyfe were not 
to be guided ib much by precedent 
as by their own diferetion. Prece¬ 
dents, his Lovdfhip thought, ought 
certainly to be tollowed where they 
\yere right, apd were to be avoided 
where our anceflors had been guilty 
^f error. There was a wide difFerence 
between the courts below and that 
Iloufe, with regard to the authority of 
precedents. T he bullnefs of the Hoidr;; 
of Lords, as a Court of Judicature, 
was, his I.ordfhip fiid, to try great 
arid important caufes ; caiifes that were 
too important for the interior courts^ 
^nd where the perfons concerned were 
greJU: y^elght, and were beyond the 


grafp of the ordinary Coiirtsi of Jufti 
liich had betm accounted the proj^ 
A.ihje<5is of Jnipeachmeut by. the Hou^ 
of Commons. The Courts bt;luw 
IfiouUi be,confined Itri^ly to pofitive 
rules of law 5 hui how did that apply 
to that Courtj which was 'formed for 
great and extraordinan-occafions ? They 
could not, bis Lo/dHiip conceived, be 
tied down by fuch rules. Wf^at had 
been done in former times was (h« 
Vh’I! clue to guide them in their in¬ 
quiries j but their Lordlhips muft above 
all ufe their reaion in every cale that 
came before them. If there was a power 
lodged any w'here to defeat the Lords 
and Comintms at the time they wre 
coming to their ccnclufion, there muft 
he an end to the power of the Com¬ 
mons to impeach, and of the Lonls to 
decide. If their Lordftiips were to go 
back to the hiftoiy of their country, 
they w'ould find many things which 
weie right to ba done at the time they 
were done, hut which would be highly 
improper at the prefent period. Lord 
Muigrave next proceeded to the con- 
iideration of Precedents, and fr^m the 
whole drew this inference, viz, that an 
Impeachment did not abate at the diftb- 
hition of a Parliament, but continued 
from parliament to pnliament, Tho 
power of pardoning ofi’trnders war, his 
I.ardihip laid, wifely conferred on the 
King, but in the cafe of Impeaclimcnt it 
was as wijily takeui away. If the 
diflblution of a Parliament abated an 
Impeachment, it would^ his Lord- 
ihip obferyeej, be in the power of the 
King at any time tp annihilate all their 
proceedings. 

Loid Radnor was inclined to think 
that the noble Lord who fpoke iaft feeined 
to have drawn the proper inference j for if 
that inference was wrong, their proceed¬ 
ings, his Lordlhip conceived, miilHall to 
attAus at a dtflbJution. A difl'olutjon 
inigbt take place at any time ; it might be 
ordered in a moment when rhe evidence 
againll; a ctilprit appeared to be itiong^ 
when he had made a weak defence 5 
after the verdicl of guilty'’ had been 
given j at any time, in mort, before 
fentence was actually pronounced upon 
him, their proceedings iiiight fall to 
pieces. His Lordfliip wiftied the hufi- 
nels to be placed in a d»fFcrent p<dnt 
of view. ** Suppole,” laid his Lo‘dlhq)» 
a great trial w'ere depending^ and both 
the Lords and Commons were dilpo- 
fed to do ample jufticci it ipighthap- 
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ntrary to the cq^ivty of the pafe, 
tM t to tlie wilhes of ali parties, cun- 
Yo comiTH-n lenf, that all their 
rwsght go to Tiothing. If it 
wc <let<;nni/'C(l that the tri^l fhoukl go 
cn,, anti JMr, Bailings did not aj pear, he 
^.iilied to ki>im whether the Court of 
likchequei' could vn;e.it his recognizance. 
His Lord/hip moved, that the date of 
the rccoKnizjncc he read, which v^as 
read accoi lingly ; the reco^-nizance bore 
date the aid of May 1786 He then 
moved, that the words after /to, in rhe 
motion of the Noble Baror, nnght be 
left out, and the fnllowir\g words he in¬ 
ferred in Han of tiu-m, Thai the Judges 
do meet on Wednelday next to d-. livvr 
their opinions on the hiiowing qurt- 
tion, viz. Whether oy the" faid ret;<-g* 
nizanoe Mr. Mathngs is Hill hound to 
appear before rhe Lards in Pat linment 
when call'd on 

Lord Loughborough fhouo;ht it was 
|mpi'op-“r to anticip.ite th^ qiudiion, and 
to I'cfrr :t to the Ju.igcs then, wlien it 
might corne before them legally aL 
tej wards. 

Lord Mawkeftrury confidered, that in 
<ev?ry C; urt there were rules of proceed- 
log, and when they hecaiTu the law'ofthe 
Cou.’t ‘hey in faik het^ume -tspart of the 
law of die land. His Lurdfhip Uppre- 
liended it was of tin* utmoft importance 
to preferve in their decifion as much uni* 
tiumi.y as pollil.Lr. Several qnelfiojis 
had l^een propi;fed by Noble Lords, 
but the Hrfl: quellion vvhicii, he fubmiried 
id or,gilt fii H to ue coniidered was, whe¬ 
ther their Lordihips fOu/c/ and ^Joulci 
proceed ? A queftion had hycu moved, 
whether Mr. H.iilii.gs was now in cuf- 
tody or not ? It whs a qurllion for them 
to confidc r w hether tliey would proceed 
or not. If their Lcnifhips tlecided in 
the HfFirnv>tivr, they would next have to 
cc'vh .or, if, when they went down to 
Wclfminfhr-halj, they did not find Mr. 
Halliugs there, what was the moH pro¬ 
per method of taking him into cuflody. 
But the firit queflion, and upon which 
all the left depended, was, wluiln-r the 
Impt achinent remained in fia!u quo ? 
His Ldrd/liip took this to he a ques¬ 
tion of the greateH magnitude, and 
therefore, he fddjlnwifhed to have moved 
the previous quefiion. He was not, his 
I.ojdfliipd^lared, then fuflfi ''iently jeady 
to enur into a (Jilcxiifion of the'qut Hion. 

1 he Marquis of Lanfdciwne faid, this 
irvfportant quclti.n was opened with 
great caiuioui hy the noble Baron, He 
bad Hated that he liad a clear opinion on 
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the fubje^, but that before he deljvere 
that opinion be wifhtd to hear that q 
N oble and Learned Lor s. The motion 
certainly gave Hiem an oppertunity of 
capfidering the queflio) , though per¬ 
haps not in quite fo cureil a way as 
was confident with the-dignity of that 
Houfe. The Noble Lord on the wool- 
fack had advil'ed their going into a Com*^ 
mirtee, and it was cerfaii ly very inate- 
rial togo infb ;4 tlommitieef, not only for the 
lajtv f obtaining freedom of I'.ebate, but 
allb for the obvious and phiin reafon, that 
it gavir rhfcin the oppoi tiuiity of anothertUK^ 
frefh conii 'ieraiicn, 'rhis fubicCf, his 
L '1 dflup laid, had been debated threeday«t 
in flic Communsj^ and their Lord/hips 
coidd not tliink it iel's iticuinbeiu on 
them to give it a full and feiiousi 
C 'lihib r ition. Another qnellion had 
been Hated by a Noble Lord, harriHy, 
wheihcrthe proceecungs were injfaiuquo^ 
He wa«j, t'^e Marqms faid, iga. rant of 
bath theft qm ib. ns. He confi'lered it 
as a great legal, and not at all as a 
political queHion j and God forbid,'* 
exclaimed’his Lordlbip, thatMiniHry 
fliould exert rr.iniHerial influence in it !**• 
If they took any meafures towards influ¬ 
ence, they would ddhoucnir and difgrace 
thenilHves. He declared he had had no 
communication wlthany individual on th?? 
fuhjtcl, except two fhort converfations 
with tile Noble Loid on the woo)>facIc 
in the pn-fence of the Houfe. Every 
man in that floufe, his Lordfliip thought, 
ought to pay great attention to legal au¬ 
thorities, but not be entuely guidfd by 
flum, althougli they happened ail to agree 
in one point. He thouglit their Lordfliips 
were full jr competent t< lonn acorreiff and 
accurate judgm’cni;. Let the queHion be 
taken up on the ground of analogy, of 
precedent, or of genlT.1I reafoning, it Wvis, 
he conceived, their Lordfliips province toi, 
fettle the proper mode of proceeding, 

Loj J (yrciiville, laid, he felt as Hrpngly 
as any of their Lordfliips, that the quel- 
tioii was totally iinconne^ed v.'ith any fyf- 
tem of government, or with any individual 
who had a fliare, or who.lioped to pof- 
feis a fhare, in the executive Government. 
Setting afide, ihei efore, all ideas of that 
fort, he fhould do what lie Fiaci a right 
to do, and what he conceived to be his 
duty to do ; he flioiild deliver his opi-’ 
nion on the fubJedT, honcHly and without 
prejudice or partiality of any Ibrf. He 
flioidd ha.'e been, his Loidfliip laid, for 
a diredf way of bringing on the r,iu Hiqn j 
but if there was one way of conridfring 
the fubjcdl fully and fairly, and another 
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only oKtathing a partial view of the 
he (hv'ultl prefer the firft mode 
treating it. His Lordfhip thought 
the merits of tlv queftiou would come to. 
he dlfcufTed with as much propi:iety from 
the morion of. the Nobie B.aron who hact 
introduced the debate, as in any other 
way j but if any Noble Lord ,enteitalked 
a doubt on ihe lubjcfl, it was his duty 
to come forward an ! ftate his doubts. 
He was, his Lord Hi ip laid, one of 
thofe Vi^ho agreed with the Noble H.aron, 
in thinking that the impeachment vya& 
ftiiLdepentirng, and that the motion rriuft 
appear perfeclly proper to all thofe y\?'«!o 
were of hi$ opinion. Hd Ikid, he fhould 
net enter largely at prefent into the queL 
tion, hut he"thought the motion of the 
Noble Lord was in every relpf.^i as well 
calculated to bring the queltion as fairly, 
as fully, and as completely to a difcuf- 
lion, as any other motion that could poL 
fibly be ftated. His Ldrdftiip laid, he 
faw no advantage wb.ateyer in going into 
a Committee j as it was, every perfon 
would have an opportunity of debating 
the fubje<£lt fully and freely. He di<i not 
conceive that any advantage whatever 
could anTe from theHoufe going into a 
Commit tee. 

Lord King faid, if the Noble Lord 
(Lord HawkJfbury] moved the previous 
quell ion he would fecond it. 

Lord Stormont laid, the original mo¬ 
tion had been cooipletcly deltroycd, ex¬ 
cept the Ihort word tkat^ and the only 
thing to be confidered then was, whether 
the word that Ihould make part of the 
prefent queltion. 

Lord Hawktfbwry faid, he would not 
move the previous queltion, becaufe there 
was another queltion before the Houfe. 

The Lurd Cljancellor ipoke to a point 
of order. He faid, he had already ftated, 
that he was doubtful whether this fubjeiSt 
Could be debated in^ a way tjiat would 
br fatisfa^lory to their Lordftiips minds. 
If they decided at once on the original 
motior, it would be impofltble for their 
Lordihips afterwards to fay a fmgle word, 
if they entertained any doubts. He had 
read the report with a great deal of atten¬ 
tion, aurd it feemed to him, he Lidy t«> 
be little Ihort of demonitration, that 
by the habits and piadlice of that Houfe, 
an impeachment was unlvcrfally. iiiultr-* 
ftood to abate at a dilTolution. VVitlr rc- 
fpe£l to the nbHfe that the Crown would 
make of that power, that, his Lord- 
ftiip obi'fcTyet!,W4|i not adtciiive aigunieht, 
but only an ar. ument of probability. 
wiflUed ihc queftiem might be dii- 





cufTed with that gravity and thn 
nity which became the importance 
proceeding. His Lordftdp faid, if the de 
bate wem on,and if he were not too rnuch 
cxhaiifted, he Hiould ftate what appeared 
to him to be the outlines of the bufmel?* 

The Marqifis of Townlbend faid» 
Mr. Haftings had been tertured by de¬ 
lay, and he hoped that, without more 
delay, they would proceed immediately 
with the trial. 

Lord Stormont thought this was not 
an improper tiine to go into the full 
difculiion of the he owned it 

would have given him grvat c6nctrn 
if a bufinefs of that magirtitude had 
palled over, without hwing had the 
advantage of the opinions of Noble and 
Learned Lords, who fp(jke With fup«- 
yior abilities and advantage on every oc- 
cafion, but m*)ie p^^rticularly where pro- 

fefiional knowledge was wanted, Ifthefe 
were only one leries of precedents, or no 
preceden'ts at all, he Ihouhl, his Lordftrip 
laid, have no doubt on the occiifion. He 
d id not agree v;ith thole vVho thought that 
little or noftrels was to belaid on pre¬ 
cedents. Had there been one ftrearn of 
precedents, he would have followed it 
wherever it went j but tlnre werr no pre¬ 
cedents ; and if he, vvtie to decide on the 
general and abftrcdf principlev of the 
Conftitution, he niould not enUrtain a 
pwaiticleof tlcubt that, by the diftolur 
tion of Parliament, an Impeachment 
did not abate, Whar, his Lord/hip 
alked, was the great aim and ohjfift of 
an Impeachment f It was to reach thol« 
great ftate offences which could not be 
reached fo well in the ordinary courfe 
of juftice. According to^Sir William 
Biackllone, the afim and objeci; of an Im¬ 
peachment was to punlfti thofe nh'encea 
which the individual Magiftrate coujcl 
not or durft not puuiilv What i^vaileci 
it, if an Impeachment, though ii could 
not be d’eii-ated in one way, could 
be defeated by another ? If adiflbluriqn 
put an end to an Impeachment, Ivis 
X/.rdfiiip begged them tf> con ft den what 
the conlequence would be: this might 
take place when a man, from a v^iigty 
of crimes by him con miited, had luf- 
f?ied greatly in his general chaia^fer 
and in his general fame, and lay under 
a load of accufation, which it wi old b« 
impoflible for him to itmovc- If he had 
begurr his defence, or gore ihrtUch it, 
what a fttuatim* would he be in, if his 
proltcutor chole not to lenew it! U 
was of the utmoft importai ce to public 
juftice, which was the couccin of all, 
^ i iu# 


.t 








h\p an^ of psrfori whofe 
jth&y were; Hkewifft bound to nain- 
t in no ini1:anc« whatever fhould 
Jburjfifftfr, but by that conaenmation which 
the junice, wifd im, and iotegnty of tlteif 
J>ordih»p 9 pron<nif>ced uponi hiiii* On ll'j’e 
Other hand he Ihould noHfhe fafe by any 
other means, except by clteir Lordlhips per¬ 
forming A maft agreeable duty In pronout)- 
<5ing him innocent. His LordHiip next took 
into confidcration rnany of the precedents, 
and ar^jutcl upon them with his wonted 
ability. 

iiiird Stanhope faid, that .n Noble fiaron had 
jlirfl: moved, That a mefi'.ige be f*nt to the 
Commons/ to iofornn them that tlior Lord- 
Ihlps were ready to proceed ip the trial, 
A Noble Earl, liis LorcKhip observed, who 
ifpokc afterwards, made a motion entirely 
new except the word that^ ** tha: the Judges 
do attend next Vv'edncfday, to deliver their opi¬ 
nions on the following queftion,viz. whether 
fhe recognizance entered into by Mr. Haf-^ 
tings was now in force y* Thefeewo motions 
•ftught to be con/iderrd as feparate <^neftions. 
His Lordfhip declared, he fbould fay nothing 
on the firft queftion, though he confel'fed 
be entertained but very little doubt, on 
the main quethon j but in that as well ns 
every other quelhon, his mind was open 
to conviiSlion. His Lordfhip could conceive 
nothing fo abfurd as a remedy given to the' 
people of England, if it was,in the power 
of any man living to deprive him of it. 
Tha Mirtifter h.mfelf might he the objedt 
of tbe Impeachment, and if fuch an argu¬ 
ment were to pievail how would his 
punishment be effeilded > It feemed, his 
Lot^dfhip faid, to be incompatible with the 
idea of an Tmpeachment to believe that it 
‘ abated by a Dilfolution, His Lordlhip alfo 
thought it clear from precedent, that an Im¬ 
peachment did ri«t ceafe w'ith a diffolution, 
but continued from Parliament to Parlin- 
roent. The heft way, in his opinion, would 
be to diifpofe of the two queftions bc.'fore 
The Houfc, and then, to proceed to con. 
fider, diftinftly and in their order, the 
Three jftropofitions laid down in the be¬ 
ginning of the Debate by the Lord Cfia»- 
«el!or» 

The Lord Chancellor faid, he fliould Aatc 
what appeared to him to be the outlines 
of this bufinefs. And in the firft place he 
thuntd obferve, that, whether Mr, Haftings 
bid dcp<T''^h^^^d an extenfiv* country and 
(lirvtd irs inhabitants and reduced tliem to 
want (if bread, or whether he had rendered 
cisr TomUiiooii in the Ealt more populous and 
A..Kjrij[h(ng, w.«s a (jneftion of no confidera- 
tiim to the pnfent enquiry. The volume 
«» tb« Ubl^ furailhed precedents to (hew 


bow both HoufttS had proceeded 3 h c 
^liiilar to the profent. No precedents ong 
ever to ba followed which would lead them t 
grind the projierty of individuals/ and to torture 
their peribns. tt wasdcie thing, Hrs Lordfhip ob- 
j[ei ved, to be tried by tlie laws of one's country, 
which Wfcreknown and defined,and where eve¬ 
ry ifep of the prpC'iiediogS would lie forefeen ; 
if.d another for a m?HEi to be tnd.l by the puru 
difcrtfinn of. their Lord [hips, without any re¬ 
gard to Precedents. If they were abovai 
all otlvi-r rules, tliat Houfe at leafl ought to 
be governed by^ thofe rules which it bad laid 
down for Its ovirn ohferv.ince. He w.is only 
anxious^ hi# Lordlbip fanl, that they Ibould 
weigh thoroughly, and be patfaOiy fure they 
did not depart from thofe principles on whic|i 
Precedents either vyere or ought la he foundca. 
If they tleparfesd from Precedents, their Lord- 
fbips ought, be conceived, at leal? firrtily to 
adhere to the principles on which they were 
founded. The IfiT thing that occurred to 
him, hii Lortirtiipfaid, was the Precedents o« 
Impeachments : and tie thought it next to 
derapttftiatio *, i; , "hu fobj'efl of Impeadi- 
ments by the ComniohSi that Impeachment* 
had been uncl-rftood uniVerfally to determine 
upou the diffolution of the ParlianiciU* H« 
conceived it, his Lordlhip faid, to be per- 
fe<i‘fly well fattled, that while an Impeach¬ 
ment was depending, it wiut im^orfible tw 
get lid of it without giving notice to the ac- 
cofers. He took that Co be uu univerfai 
rule ; and indeed if they did not give fuch no¬ 
tice, their Lordfbips would be guilty of n>;ini- 
fell iiijuftice to the accufers. If this rule of 
clear, naCural, and obvious juflice were laid 
down, his LordQiIp fait!, it Would go a great 
way to anfwcr fame of the queftions put 
by the Noble Vifcounc( Stormont), as, whether 
the Impeachment did or did nor abate, &c. f 
They could not take It two ways ; they mull 
be uniform and codfiftent j and if they laid 
down a pofidon, they ought to fellow ic 
through all its conftquences and windings. 
It feemed to his Lordlhip, that in every in-v 
llance (and there were between twenty and 
thirty of them) it was clear that an Impeach¬ 
ment never w^vS dropped without that fort of 
interference. Of this there were feveral in- 
ftances, lv' 7 Lordihip faid ; as that in the cafe 
of Foulis .and Geldart, wh'^ein they confi- 
dered whether thty ought to renew the Irrf- 
pcachroentj it was agreed that they fhould 
not go on wntl) it. Another inlt-ance which 
occurred to his Lordlhip was, that of the Duke 
of Buckinghj^m, in which the impeachment 
dropped, but bis crimes were not dropped j 
for he lott his life a few years after: they 
petitioned the King againti him. Ihefe in- 
flanccs were fuflicient lo ihew it had beer* 
uuderfiood by all meui that Innpoachmcuts 
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Itc ^y a An abU parlia-' 

tiUry man, about ts^e time of James I. 
plameii that DjfToUitionst wertt attended 
with thefe «ffe(Sis. In the cafe of the Duke, 
of Buckingham, nobody, his Lordfhip ob- 
ferved, thought it was an exifting profecu*- 
tion j nobody compVained of the Houfe of 
JU)rtis, that s moffage was not fent to the 
Commons j tb« complaint really was, that 
it w.js tlifmiffcd^ amd the queftion was. Whe¬ 
ther they fhould fcoew it? Thus it refteti, 
and, with many inibnces intervening, it 
came down to the yijar 167 when the quef- 
tion came on. Whether an Impenchment 
ab.afed ^by Proivigation Lordfbip ex- 

plalaed ai great length, and with mucli ac¬ 
curacy and precifum, the orightal fenfe of 
prorogation and adjournment. He alfo took 
codec of the ftr id analogy and tJie perfed 
conformity between continuances in Law and 
IhM'liament, It had been ffated, his 
lliip obferved* in the courfe of the debate, 
that there was ,a difference between Parlia¬ 
ment adiiig vn a legiffativc.ind n jndkiai ca¬ 
pacity. His Lorthhip ftatcul, agreeably to 
the accourvt given by Lord Coke, that origi¬ 
nally both Houfes of Parliament met in one 
Houfe, when, of courfe, there wanm dif¬ 
ference whatever between the legiff uive ca¬ 
pacity and the judifial capacity, except thofe 
iiffinddoos vvhich ii«ey themkjlves Itad Hid 
down. He tkl not mean to deny the exiff- 
ence of things which appeared in books- He 
had omitted, his Lordfbip (aid, a great maviy 
tnftawces of Pi -cedents which, he miglit h.ave 
mentioned. He fhould, his Loidffhpob- 
ferved, be very glad to have the Impeach¬ 
ment difmilTed without any mare trouble, 
provided it enuid be done with credit and 
propriety. V/ith regard to the Haih'e, it 
nuglu be extremely proper for their Lord- 
ffiipK, a<^liog legiflatively, to co/ifider t!ie fu¬ 
ture j but this moile of realoning would 
very fallacious, if they were to apply it in 
argument upon what was pafi, and in aiffing 
upon the law that was pafl. It had been 
faid, bis Lordffiip obfervetl, that it would be 
extremely ridiculous to grant the Commons 
an inquififcrial power, and the Lords a ju¬ 
dicial power, when tb.ey could not carry it 
into effecfl:. This was not good reafoning j 
for all power that was poffelfed was fubjed to 
abufe in the exercife of it, and the only re- 
fnedy for fuch abufe was punifhment. It 
bad aKo been fald, his Lordlhip continued, 
that Pari lament was ;i permanent court. His 

Xordffirp contended that it was not more fo 
than a court of Ojtr and Ttrmintr, The 
Commons were never confidered by that 
Houfe as a body aiffing in their Parliamen- 
tify capacity, but when they were in the 
Haute of Commons, The Houfe of Cum- 


roons were the virtual Reprefentatwes^ 
the People, and ought to be confulertdl 
their flrength and glory. The Houfe oi. 
Comnioris his Lordfhip faid, virtually re- 
prefented the Commons of England, alihoir^ti 
not aflnally j but whether they reprefenff*d 
them in one way or in another, their wIh> 1« 
authority reffed in the Honi^e of Commons, 
and was united to that alone. The Impeach¬ 
ment, it was true, was in the name of all 
iha Cimntions of England, which were ai 
permanent, durable body, and therefore i£ 
had been fr*id, that a^ long as the people ex- 
iffed, the’jfnvpeachnient cr^uld not pi'ffiblf 
abate. Ttds reafoning was hot more con- 
duffve th-mt in the Other cafes, SupiM^e^- 
faid h;3 Loidfliip, a grant were mute and 
the EiM did not pafs, would any one conteruS 
that the grant flood goenV for another year f 
The qiieffioh was one which, b’S Lordfhip 
faid, conndering the turn the debate 
taken, he wifhed to have decided that nigbt, 
if it could be decided confiftenlly wiilr tfio 
dignify of the Houfe; <»nd if it were deter¬ 
mined that night, he fhould have the plea-, 
fore of not (pending fuch another latigWiriu 
evening as that !ud been. 

Lord. Loughborough followed the Lordl 
ChanCeHor, but on the oppofiie fide of tivd 
quefffon. His Lordfhip began with obforv- 
ing, that he fhould be obliged to go much 
deeper into the queftion than he fliould 
done had the mode of proceeding been difftH- 
ent. He followed tliu Lord Cha'icellor 
through all his arguments, combating thetn 
one aher another, and contending, upon W'haX 
he t:;rmetl indirput.iKle authorities, that what 
he afferted was cleai Iv and inconirovertibty 
the d<)(?lrine of the Law of ParUamenr, as 
founded in rca^’on, fupporte 1 by ufage, and 
uniformly adted upon, as undeniable prece¬ 
dents proved. He entered lU large into the 
Hiftory of Writs of Error, and reafoine 4 
from it to Ihew that they continued and were 
not abated by either Prorogrtion or D ffblu- 
tion. He mainraintd, that the only diff-rencc 
between Prorogation and Adjournment was, 
that the latter was the adl of either Houfe of 
Parliament, and the former the a«St of ttie 
Crown, b\>lh of them operating to the fam« 
efi'etS^, viz. to avljourn Partiamenr. In reply 
to the Lord Ch mcellor’s d.ji^rine, that ah- 
ffrafledly, and in the true feofeofthe word, 
ptorogauon meant the power of atijoornuig 
the: day of meeting before a Parliament <flr 
Stjfion of Parliament had affcmhled, ami 
not any fubftquent adjoumment of the 
Houfe, as it was now piaiSlifed, Lf>ri 
Loughborough faid, that without referring to. 
the abtlradl icafe v>f the word 
the ufual application of it was ilie poii.t that 
could al'^e be worth conhderacioH. With- 
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irefore, calling tipon theJeamUig 
Iven ilifplayeil in the definition of 
by the Noble and Learned Lord 
on the woolfick, it was fufficieot for bis 
argurtiicnt that he talked of the Ik'^t, and 
smnexed to it the mc-aniog in whieh niqe 
jperfons out of ten wooUl Aiy th-y hnv and 
t»n(lerltood it. His Lordfhip alfo couthiverced 
the Lord Chauc«nor^s dodli ine, tb.4£ the 
iloule of ComrhonS did not impeach in the 
name of alt th$ of En^hnds and uf- 

1 reed that they did errn>han«:iinv profeeme 
h the mime and on I he bvbu'f of all the 
people of EugU'tnd. The Ncble and Learned 
Lord, he ohferved, had fidd, that the Houfe of 
Commons did not really, bur oidy virtually 
reprefent the’people of England j but the 
he contemled, waf, thar tliey were fent. 
lo f-.irUameut as Rept ef.-ntatives of the whole 
people, bf Ihcfe quanfird to choofe Repre- 
fent nives, and the cleared prcHjf of this that 
could be i-tld tced was (and a Wronger need 
not be fooght alter than that which the 
Noble and Learned Lord had himfblf Hat 
viz ), the power of the <l!oouT*ous to grant 
fupplies. Wh/it was it, he afked, conveyed 
the money into the public cf ffiirs out of the 
pocketsof the people of all rjnk and defin ip- 
tions iiuUviduaily ? The vote of the Houfc of 
Commoris, who were confiitut'onal'y vefVed 
with the fornllbons and p wers'e? voting the 
money oi all tha people, to apply the 
money fo voted to the promotion of ihe gene- 
r.\| interett of the whole'. Riu the Noble 
and Learned Lord had faid, that the Houfe 
of Commons votevl tlie money of their ’’.brd- 
ftopi as well as the money of the Omtmans 
of England, It was true they did fo j hut 
when ? Not before their Lord|hii^i, in their 
l^vrliamenr;»i7 capircity, had perfonally fig- 
nified their conf nt to unih votes 1 It 
was therefore moft tnilifpatable, that the 
Houfc of Commons reprefenced all the peo- 
pla,of England, and voted and profecuted in 
their name and behalf. Their Lordfliipa 
voted for themfelves, and bad the Angle ad¬ 
vantage of being the Judges licfiire whom po- 
pular profecotions of the ftrft and higiieH 
order, viz Impeachments, were brought 
to trial by the Houle of Commons, who on 
thofe occafions were the accufers. In‘feu 
tling the Conltitnnon, every thing that was 
fingle and Ind.vTible was wifely lodged 
w'lth their LordOiips; every thing that was 
divifible was given equally to tlie two 
Houfes, after the fepi-iration of the Parliim.'.nt, 
and the tlifco itintunce of the ancient curtom 
of the Paihament (both Lords and Commons) 
fitting in one chamber and under one roof. 
Hence eveiy thing that was judiciHl was 
vefied in ilut HauL j and every thing of ^ 
legiU.iiive nature divided equally between tlie 


two : Jind this it was gave the trnv pchfe am 
chara€ler to our Cnnitirunhn } a Monarchy! 
fomethingof an AriHocracy, and a fober «rid 
temperate Democracy coHfiifnting its frame,,. 
Let not tbeir l ordfhip^, therefore, tneau- 
tioufly with n'g*4rd to the popolar part of the 
Cohfihutionl Let them look about them 
and be warned ! Let therrl nol <leny that the 
people w<(r<r any tbiity) left they compelled 
them to think they'tvere every thtn^. Hnv** 
ing faid this very vrnpbaTieitlIy“, his Lordfhvp 
ohierved, that ibt* fonn vf c. ufe of their Par¬ 
liamentary Powers bad been confounded witlx 
rhs efficient The writ of fi mmons, 

he faid, w.is merely t\itformal caufe o their 
being rdTernbled as a Parhament • hot that 
their efficient Parliamentary privileges and 
. funiftioiii derived tbemfeives from the Con- 
fticution hfelf, and were uniformly the 
fame: and tfiis was fo obvious, that h« 
was ratfr-T affonifhed that it fhould h..ive 
been at all miftaken. Having cleared 
up this, Lord Lnughborongh went into 
a detail of the cafes to be found in the 
volume oh the table, and in the pamphlets 
winch had hern wmitten on the fiibjedt, 
many of which, he fi»Id, were extremely 
ingenious, and highly nfeful toany individual 
vt'lio wifhed to make hinifelf mafter of the 
fuKje»ft. He declared it hat! fallen in his 
way to haVe read mhft of them, and he held 
himftlf much dbliged to the refpedivo wri¬ 
ters f; r the very'effcintiai alTiftanice they had 
afforded him. He went through tb.e jiariica- 
lars of the Impeachment of the five Poptfh 
Loi«ds. that of Lord Danhy, that of the Earl 
of Staff n d, that of Lord Saiifi> iry, and mhers, 
down to that of Lord Oxfoid, on which he 
only fa-ld a few wor6p, obferving, that as it 
h.id been already fufficiently dilcafted in the 
courfe t*f tlie debate, he w'oiifd not at fo 
lace an hour trefpafs farther on the time of 
the Houfe. He msntiotied the charaifter of 
Lord Nottinivhom in terms of thehigbeft pa¬ 
negyric, and that it was a lingular cir- 
cumftance, that in times when men’s fame 
Wsis liable to'hc deftroyed by |hegufts'of ca¬ 
lumny, and to be wounded by the fhafes of 
detr idfion was lo conomon, that few who 
a^lcd at ail in public ln>., and mixed in the 
politics of the day, efcaped unhurt, Lord 
Nottingham ftiould have palfed through that 
difficult period, filling great offices, and 
Handing in an elevated ftatiou, without hav-c 
ing liis charader oncC tainted by the breath 
of defam ition, bis integrity once queftioned, 
or his knowledge, his judgemqit, or his 
firmnefs and fteady perfevarance in rft<Stitude, 
difputed. His Lordlhip laid great ftrefs on 
Lord Nottingham’s famous fpeech to the 
New Parliamt.iil after one f>f Che dilTolutions, 
fuppoied to have had their origin ui order to 
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It th« then depending Impcachmenr. 
bat rpeech, in Lord Notfidglvjm 
W Chaiijceilor) earneftly exhorltd ti'.e 
.Ol ds to pay due attention to the precc<l ng 
Impeachments, it was evident what I/ird 
JJotimgbana’s opinion on the Inbjedl of con- 
tinu;ince of Impeachments wa Hi', Lnrd- 
jTliip aiCo nnentioneci the circuralLincc in Lord 
Panby’s cafe, of the King’s taking the Great 
Seal and affixing it to the pardon of the Lord 
High Treafurer hinifoU, and {\ibicnbing it 
wi hhisovvn hand j on which account the 
J-Ioufe of Qommons then if\ exiftcnce- pad 
refuted, mp(i viriupuHy.^md ponrtitntionallyj 
to fnffer the .pardon to lv<i pleatled in bar of 
the Irnpeflichment. The whole tenor of bis 
Lordthip’^ argument, in all its parts^ weiit 
topicve, that a contirmance of Fipfocntions 
by Inopcdchmeut had been recogpizvd ip 
theory, and adfsd upon pnK'Vfcaliy in far the 
grearer variety of ioftances that had occur red, 
in profequtions of that hnX, In the courfo 
pfiua fpeech h-.;; again and again fliewed that 
if the tjafe were otherwife, and the Crown 
could, by a Diltolurion, put an end to an 
Impdachinent, that nmde of profecution, 
d^ferv'edly admired as it was by foreign wri¬ 
ters, and defci ibed by Montelquiep as the- 
rpoft htauciful faature of .our Con|i/6iion, 
would become a means of efcMu/ u) the 
ppdty, and a cruel vve.jpoa of/^julLccto 
the innocent. Ic would thenbe^an impolli- 
|>ility CO get at a bad Muililer, let his mif- 
^emearmrs. and crimes be tver fo enormous j 
our much baalfed Coiiftitiitipu would Jofe 
puo of its heff ft'ctirities, and minilferia) tc-r. 
fponfibiiity ,w<.>tild become merely nomnaL 
pi the courf".' of his fpeech t^jpointed out 
‘ the fallacies of Sir George Jeffries, and other 
Court fycophnnts, in a reign of lervilily and 
portly comjplaifancc, and relied his argu- 
ru'^nt for his conlhiutional doilrints ort the 
authorities of Chief Juflice Kale, Lord CLt- 
pendon, Judge Holt, and above ail, Mr . 
Jnilice Foliar, Who w>as» he rtid, the hell 
cpnllilutional Lawyer that ever wrotJ on tlic 
fubjeifr, and from whole' works he would, 
W’ith the leave of the Houle, road a palfage 
on impeachments perfedlly In point. His 
Lordihip then read an extrarit, which fpnks 
of the proc.^lsof In>p'nch)ment as an inllance 
*< of the confiant at^ivity of the Coidtiui- 
tion,” which lent a fpint and a vigour to 
|he wlipH, far fuperior to any thing to 
be f(,>und in the Conffitutions of other 
pnunlries. After infifliing upon this cir- 
i^iumtKncc, and the ellrnteil advantage of 
itnpcacliments, in a connitutioiial point of 
view, his LordOiip fiuifhed a mort eloqni^iu 
and able fpeech, tlto delivcji-y of which 
Itypc him on his legs for nciirly two hours 
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and a half, with declaring that hwfhnnld 
his vote forth* quellion moved by the ISTol 
Barcn, feeling »ii(X|fclf ripe to proceed with¬ 
out farther dehiy. 

Lord Kenyon cam® forward and began 9 , 
fhoi: fpeech with dt.chiring, that he had noc 
intended to have faid a wu;rd upon thij fub-. 
jeifl dwt day, as he re.dly bad nor imagined 
that the debate could liiva taken place lb 
foon. hfing led to expect, from aU that he 
had heard bpoo enquiry, that the foie hull- 
nefs of tlrit day wmuld have hetn to rtfer 
the Il,cpr»i t of the Gornmiltee on the table 
(accompai.ied by fume quefiibns in his mind 
eflentinl^ to the only proper me^ns of fully 
difciiffingicbe fubjedl) to the Committee of 
Privileges:; and that there would h.ivr bren 
at lejft ao intcryal of eight and forty h uiif 
prv'Vious io the principal difcuiiion taking 
place. Finding, however, that the dobuto 
had ain?xpeeled!y taken a ditfercnt ibin„ 
and fuj'Tporiug thrii it was expelled, frotn 
the (Lfttoti lie held, th.»t he Ihould deliver 
his fyptirneiK.^, he rofe To to do; hut ho 
wovild neither deal in extravagant encomiums 
on Irppea^l^tienrs, nm'" in inveftives agantt 
them.. He, thought it right to declare in the 
onfet, that the volume of Precedents on the 
table had unfortui’ateiy come out fp late, 
that hy tlie time it was delivered, ue was 
engaged in the djfcharge of his official'duty^ 
and in conlequenr.e had nor been able to 
read a Tingle page of the Report. Having 
acknowledged this, his Ln dfhjr Trud, ho 
was aware th:ti: ic might be faid to him, “ If 
you profefs yourfelt ignorant of theie Precc- 
dfnts, ^wby do yot prefume to give your 
opinion on the fubjeiB ? In anfwvr he IhnuU 
fay, that ha h id formed his opinion on other 
grounds whicri fell within his reach, and 
which rendered hinn fully comp .tv.ni to make 
up 1)3 mind to thw maitsr. Knv'ng pre- 
mu'ed this, his LorJfhip folttmuly exhorted 
their Lori!fhi|>s to conful.r, that they had r ot 
the Tingle cafe of an iodividu t* htifore ihen> 5 
the rule they laid down that evening would 
aftedl their own fames and fortunes, I res 
and properties, whenevur they or their de-. 
feendants rniglu happen to be tried for trea- 
f«ns, in enmmon as they would propojtion- 
ably ihofe of evury other d»"(criptioa 

of ids Mwjefty’s fuhjeifl.v when tried for mif- 
Uemevinours oniy ; they ought ihercfore to 
be for? that they did not l.'y dou'n a rule 
whicli, however it might at firll fight appear 
to be prudent and proper, might be liabK'-, 
when , bronglit into general operation, to. 
piov.e pregnant with inconvenience, mifchief, 
ao'i uaiiger. Tlieir Lordlbips ought to aCV 
in :> c^Tc of ih^il kind as if they were aw.»re 
that tltey vf ir^ about to dip their bands m 
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id of their fellow-fubje^l?. The 
»jf the que(Hori, Lprtl Kenyon fnid, 
to him to lie between the two Re- 
IdUiuous, that of 1678 and that of 1685, 
^ Wich his Lordfhip* defcanted at fomo 
length. Que of them, he faid, had, as it w.,13 
‘Well known, been made on tl^e (pur of an 
occafionjf yvddch was a bad teatU'fc in any 
fule that wa& meant to apply generally in 
future ; and wh^t w’as ftijl worf 4 that Rcr 
foUjlion w'3S mcantp as i: after ‘Jfeids toraed 
nnt to be calculated» to conr /enance the 
alfaffination of an individual vindcr colour of 
law. Whatever, while their pafTums were 
warm and iheir prejudices (Irong, men 
might think of the conviction and Sentence 
«f tive unfortunate yircouni Staffopd^ he be¬ 
lieved there was no man now, when reafon 
bad refunded her* feat, and f(jber rciicCVion 
had fucceeded fo the violence of party feelmg, 
hpt was ready to agree vyith him in pro¬ 
nouncing the execution of Lord Stafford a 
mar dir. After cort>menting upon ibis 
lii'Ct, Irs Lotdfhip Rated, that there wer^ 
fhree diftiuci: confiderations which ought to 
“Weigh with their Lordlhips in decidingnpon 
(pvci y queltion of criminal justice, as well 
the fupenor mode of pi occedmg by Impeaqh- 
inent, as lb* inferior protclTes in itie low^r 
Co urts, viz. that they were not only Xn view 
the conlVUniional right of the Commons to 
impeach, and their own fundAions in the 
chaf:i(£ler of Judges upon all trials of Im¬ 
peachment i but that there xvas a third part, 
the party accufed, who ought ever to be con- 
fidered as entitled to their juRicc and theif 
pit>te(^tioii, and to be regarded with hnma- 
nily. Hts Lordftiip comeifed himfelf at a 
Ipfs to compr«bend what a Noble and 
Xcahied Lprd nieain by depyingthai (he writ 
fummons vv'«is tlie fource of their aucho-r 
Jrity and power iVIembeis of a lloufe of 
parliament adding in a judicial capacity. 
In his own Cafe, Le well knew that his 
Majefly’s wnt, conRitucing him t« fill th:j^ 
fna^.tion which he unworthiiv Iveld, g,.Ye 
him tlie right; to judge all thof<? cafes that 
were brouglJt before him. it did not cer¬ 
tainly fpecify-w hat thole tuufes were to be ; 
but it gave him that authority, without wbi^h 
be t.ovUd not have taken his feat op (he Bench 
of Judgment. In like manner he could 
liot have Come into that Houle to a6l as one 
pf Mr. Maftiogs’s Judges, bad no: his Ma- 
jcfly’s writ of fummons called him there. 

was undoubtedly tpiie, Lord Kt'uyon L.id, 
that. Mr. luflicc FoRer was, as a Noble and 
l^earntd Lord had tormed him, a great 
»uthori‘y ; but Mr. juBice Fofter in one pait 
■#f his writiiifis fwpportyd the ab.uerpeiu of 


a Piflfolution j and fnre be was, Mr. Juftice 
Fofier would not have countenanedd fo dan 
gerOus an tt^, as fufferingit to be iifinuated 
that they were toconfider, the Law as itoughf 
to h, and not th^ Law as it was. 1 h« 
latter, am) no other, ought to be their rule 
of conduff, He faid, if dry legal reafoning 
and a Rri( 5 l attention to forms of pradiice (on 
which (ubRantial jtilhce depended) w-ere un- 
pleafanl to their Loi'd(h‘ps, they hud better not 
Gallon Xjr,wycrs for their opinions, hut elthev 
fend them out of the HouA?, or not fuffer 
them to habile there. His Lot'dfliip fpoKQ 
of Chief Juftice Hale in terms of firong praife, 
declaring that it was an Undoubted fail, that 
Ciiief juftice Hale would never fit on a cri-* 
min:il canie beoaufe he doubted the antho-f 
rity of Cromw'ell to try any fuch caul'esS, 
His Lcrtllhip faitl, he was in great hopes 
that what had been laid down with fo much 
Weight by the Noble and Learned Lord on 
the wool feck wmikl have been adopt'd, and 
th^t they would have referred the matter to 
aCommjitee of Ptivileges, Such a line of conv 
dndt would, he thought, have lent afolemni- 
ty, a grape, am! ad gnity to their proceedings, 
which he could not but feel that a confidera-f 
tion of fo much magpitude ahfolutely required-f 
The Earl of Guildford, after apologizing 
for rifing at fo late an hour, which he 
aferihed to his wifti to hear fhe arguments of 
the firft legal authorities in ttiat Houfe be^ 
fore he delivered his own opinion, and de., 
daring that he IPad liftened to what had beep 
(aid with the greateft attention, obferved, ha 
was alloniftied that any Noble Lord ftiould 
call for further delay. He, for one, was 
ripe to decide th' main queftion then? and 
even hsd he been in doubt, epd undeter¬ 
mined l>efor<, what he lud tueard that night 
would have fettled liis doubts, and Convinc*^ 
him, that, confidtring the Law' as it ivas^ 
and not as it ought to kft as their Lordfhips 
had bein defired todu, the Law undoubtedly 
was, that an Impeachment did not abate by 
a Piffolutlon, }{& reminded their Lr*n!fliips 
that the qofftion h »d Ixen bcfoicthv Houfe 
three months ; if, therefore, ati rh« Nabl« 
and Learned Lord who was worthily placcdl 
in the fiilt ofiice of Criminal Law', liad told 
tnem that delay would give grace and dignity 
to the profecuiitm, it had .altcady liad that 
grace and dignity. Any farther delay muft, 
he tliould conceive, be an ul'elefs prticrafti- 
nation. 7 hs Noble and Learned Lord ha 4 
talked nf humanity •, the queftion, as he iin- 
derib'od, was a queftion of Law, and the 
principle of our Law was alw-ays humane j 
any other humanity, iherefoie, would be 
foreign to the conljderation, when they 
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to confideir law as it nvas. His 
p faid, it rntg!)t be equall)’ conUacive 
ends of' juttico and of hnntanily, diac 
fiirfoii accufed by an Impeachment rtxould 
as eai'ly an opportunity afforded him 
as the nature of the cafe would admit, of 
niakiug hw defence and cleanug biadrilif, if 
jjothble, fiom the loail of obloquy and ag- 
gravativ >4 of gvxilt that might have been heaped 
upon him pending an Impeachment. If 
therefore an ln»p«adun«ot abated by a Dif- 
folution of Ibu'llament, an innocent man 
((for fo every man ought to be conftdered 
till he was pr oved to by oiherwife) would be 
(deprived of the only means of proving his 
innocence, and be tlms ttampetl with iid^my, 
which he would never wipe away.dnring the 
remainder of his life. His JLordfhip laid, 
great ftrefs on this, and'on the power t!\at 
a bad Minider would have to fereen bimfeif, 
and perffccute his political foes, if the docr 
trine were to obtain^, that an Impeachment 
abated on a Piirolutinn of Parhametit. 
Sliowld that do6lrinc ever be revived, fiis 
Xardfh'tp faid, Inapeactimen's would no 
longer be looked up to as the lirlt grand 
medium of criminal profeemion for dclin- 
queats whofe crimes came nnt within the 
I'each of the ordinary courfe r.f jultice, but 
they would be converted into infb umenis of 
tyranny, under colour r-’f law, to Icreen the 
guilty, while tliey could not be of any fer- 
vice to the innocent. He denied that the 
Writ of Summons gave Mf.mbers of that 
Koufe their furnilions?' Tfia writ indeed 
fummoned them to meet at Weft minder, 
but they poffylVed ilie right of being fudge.’'’, 

' as their anceftors had done beh^re them, 
matter of inidifptitable hereditary right. It 
had been faid, his Lurdibip obferved, that 
there were* no longer the fame acciiiers. 
Tbofe who argued thus, forgpt that the 
majority of the new Howfe of Commons 
■was the fame as had fat in the bxjner 
Houfc?, and when they came into Weftmin- 
fter-hall, they would probably find the fame 
individual accufers managing the Impeach- 
meiiC. His Lordfh'p in a general way 
touched on the cafes of Lord Pai.r.y, Lord 
Salidxuiy, Lojd P^cerborough, and the Enrl 
of Oxh)!d, and, after an able fpeech in fiip- 
port of the original queftion, concluded witli 
returning thanks to rtieir Lordthips for their 
indulgence. 

Lord King faid, he was amazei that, the 
Noble Earl who had juft fnt down, fhonld 
have ventured to h.wc taken any part in the 
debate, 'J'he Noble Ear) had himfclf been 
an accufer, and it was, in his mind, highly 
indecent for any Noble Lord fo circumftan- 
ced, to interfere with the order <A proceeding, 
the inftant they became one cf the Judges. 





Lo'd King faid, his opuiion that, diiykvfj?] 
that they fhouM not fn Wenly he lent' 
Weftmin(ier*ball witbooc having at aj! 
fidered the precedents on the table, bec^ufe 
he faw no ufe in having appointed a Com¬ 
mittee to nr^ke fo voluminous a Report, if 
they were to pafs it by and take no notice o£ 
ii, before they decided on the general quel*' 
tion. 

Lord Guildford in a ^moft able reply re-* 
pellet! the attack of Lord King, and afked if 
th.ue was any thing ln<!eceot vn hisi, having 
exercifed his right as a Feei> to deliver ,hts 
opinion on a great cod fti tut ion al i^ueflion, 
becaufs he had been a Member of tlie Hoiife 
of Commons w'^hta the Impeachment had 
been voted. He certainly concurred in that 
Impeachment, tho»;^gli he had nevri’ Cv>ncern. 
ed himfelf in the management or progress 
of it fince. Tlie queftion cf that niglit was 
not the hale cafe of Mr. Haftings, but a 
gredl conftituiional queftion, Whether Im¬ 
peachments did or did not abate on a iliffo- 
lutipn of Parliamer.c ? If the Noble Lord 
thought IK) Peer who' bad not fat in that 
Hmife. above three year6, hud a right to 
deliver his fentiraents, or to exercife the 
funtftions common to them all, viz. that of 
fitting as Judges on every Impeachment that , 
came bHore them, hue he was, the Court, 
wlien they were called on by tlieir divy to go 
into Wvftminfter* Hall, would be thinned of 
its Judges more than the Noble Lord perhaps 
might wiftj. But if it w.as indecent in him 
to deliver his opinion on a queftion that 
affccled, not only their lights and funtllons 
as Peers of Parli.^rnent, hut one of the moft 
cffential ppintsof the Conftif’dion (involving 
in it no lefs th.?n the refponfibility of Mlnif- 
ters), he prefumed it could not be more in¬ 
decent in him to deliver his feniiniM'rv, lhan 
it had been in the Noble Secretary of Suite, 
who, fo much lo hi$ own honour and their 
Lvirdfhips^ advantage, had diftinguilhed him¬ 
felf 10 eminently at the head of the board 
that Lamed and drew up that volum nous 
Report on the table, or in the Noble 
and Learned Lord fo worthily let at the 
htjad of the criminiil juftice of the kingdom. 
Not that he meant ter caft" the leaft cixifure 
upon eii her of them; he knew their con- 
dud had been commendable; he would not 
fay that his own coKiduiSl bad been commend¬ 
able, but at leaft he trufted, that h« hud not 
been 'guilty of an impixipriety, much Icis of 
any indecency in liis condudi that day. 

H)s LonUhip was loudly cheered wi:h the 
cry of hear I hear! - ' 

Lord Grenville rofe, and began a mnfl: 
able fpeech with fo'lowing Lord North, 
whom he lermw his Noh!c Fnend, in de¬ 
fending liioxfcU from tlu imputation of 
1 having 
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,ecl either improperly or indecently, 
iwg( an a<5tive part in rhe bufKiefs thtak 
hem. liis Lordfliip f«ul» if the 
Harl who fpokt* uefoi veO cenfar© 
for having delivered hi$opuuon, 1 k)w much 
m<)ro muft he meric a)ndemnation, for hav¬ 
ing prefumed to give bis fentiments to the 
Roufe^ jTinee be nndc no fcruple to coofefa 
that he had l\ood forward in tlie other Hotifd 
of Parliament as an advocate for the Impeaoh> 
ment, and by fpeaking and votirkg, done 
every ltdug in his potver to promote* it, bc- 
caufe h« thougl it there was matter of charge 
enough in tho Articles to nnake an Impeach¬ 
ment needfary for the natinn;i] hoiiour, and 
for the ends of national juftice. When 
adling as an acciifer, he had done his duty, 
and no more; but called upon as he then 
was, by n cJvangs of ftiuation, to aft as a 
Judge, he traifed ho fhould do his duty like- 
wife, and God foibid that hefiiould bein’'Che 
leatt infiutniced by his pail conduft as an ac* 
cufer \ Tlve motion then before their Lord- 
fhlps, hord Grenville fiiid, had no rdation to 
Mr. Hallings, and chofe who viewed it in 
tliar; light, did not properly conlider Us im- 
pi stances, which were .>nnfinitely greater 
m^ignitiide ihmi a queftion relative to an in- 
dividiurl. With rega/d to any obieftwn that 
iuight be taken to him on account of his 
lately haviny, had hormurof a feat in that 
JKoiife, or to any other Noble Lord on that 
accpnnt, Che argument had no weiglit what¬ 
ever in hii n»intl, nor ought to hav« any on 
tl'.fti: minds of their LordfUipr, becauio ic uas 
a ctrcumrtance incidcninl tonll Impoachmcnts, 
whether they continned only one Stlliun of 
!P.*>l!ainci^rj or ten SeOlbms, Befidts, the 
arguments on chat head would extend in¬ 
finitely further than the Noble Lord who 
h.'d fiated it fecjmed to be aware of, Ic 
woiiUl iV.rve equally as an argument on tho 
appointment of-every new-mide Krfhop, or 
the eleftion of a new Peer of Scoiland.much 
more fuch a change as the General K.le 5 ti«j>n 
nfually occafioned. la (hort, Lord Orcu- 
vlUe laid, there would be no end to fuch an 
objeftion j it was of a tort that could not he 
made applicable in any cafe whrre the tnal 
of an impeachment took more than a fmgie 
4^^y, Having put this argument in o moft 
porfpicuous ;ind ftrong point of view, hts 
Loi’dflfip proceeded to argue the main q«ef 
tion, and began iliat part of his fpeech witl> 
declaring, that what he had hinted at as lii? 
opinion when he laft troubled their Lord- 
faqis had been fully confirmed by what he 
had heard in the courfe of the debate j in 
wh ch Che quell ion, lie was convinced, had 
been as fully deba'.ed* and as ably difeufied, 
as It would have been, had the Report been 
referred to a Committee of Privileges. Llis 


Lordfhip proceeded to (late his argument 
detail, promifing their Lor cl fhips to prefs h" 
reafous into as fmall a cbmpafs as he puffibl; 
could. So amply however had his Lordfhip 
confidered the fubj«ft, and fo ably prepared 
w>s he to reafon it in every point of view, 
thi^t he was nearly two hours in ddiVinring Ids 
(euiimraTts, which he did with fuch mAilei y 
of the theme, as much logical acutetiefs, and 
as great a degree of folid argument, as we ever 
heard. Bis Lurdflv.p fpeiic a principal part 
of hts fpeoch in cohftdering .ind examirying 
the two Refo'utions, that of 1678 and that: 
of 1685, whicf;i (to ufe his own phrafe) 
he traced to all tUmr bearings on the cjiielllort 
before the Hoide. He alfo fpoke of the 
different cafes that bad been alluded to by 
different Ivords, and aofvii'ercd runny poivua 
of the Lord Chancellor's fpeccii, particular¬ 
ly holding up to their Lordlirip.;, what would 
be the liiunhon of a pariy accufed by the 
Commons, if the Crown for its own par- 
pofes, or ihe MiniiWfrom political views of 
his own, bad it in cither of their powers, by 
the inancxjuvrc of a difioliition of Parli.r- 
merit, to put a flop to a Tnal oti Articles of 
Impeiichment, either before the prifoner had 
made bis defence, or before judgment was 
"" pronounced, or in any way 10 as to leave tins 
proceeding unfinilhed. He prefented the 
reverfe of the pifture alfo, and fliOu ert moll 
imanfwerably, that the exigence of ilie 
Cvonflitution itfeif would be at the meixy of 
a Minvfter, if fuch a power was fuffeted tiii 
exili: in any free country. 

Lord K ing lofe again, and fnid, not with- 
flaiding the fliout of hear! bear! he had 
not thought it needfary to rife, when the 
Noble Earl neav him fat down after bis 
reply: but he had not meant any per Tonal 
offence to the Noble Earl, or tu his Noble 
Friend ; he thought thofe, who h.,d fo lately 
been accviTers, ought not fo earfy to tak« 
aftive part as judges, if eitiier of tho 
Noble Lords chofe to walk inUk Wefl.min- 
Ber-HqJl as .1 Judge, he had not the flighted 
objeftion ; bnc he did not wilh to be fruced'to 
go there himfelf ralhly, and with rhe volumi- 
. nous Repol’t on the table w holly uncoiifnk red. 
Lord Lanfdowne rofe as Toon as Lard 
King fat down, and fald, that wh^n be 
had tnken the liberty of ’recommending 
it 10 their LordTliips to go into a Committee of 
Privileges, he bad among oU\er reaTons done 
fo, in order to prevent what he was ah aid 
would happen, and which actually had taken 
place, viz. that if the debate upon, the 
motion went on, it would contii:ue to fo Kne 
Qfi hour, that Noble Lords would be render¬ 
ed unable Co Rate their opmions fully. That 
was, his LoidThip Taid, precdely the cafe 
with himfcii i chv late hour and the fatigue 
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r Lordfhips hjitl vintler'jone bavini» made 
'nrpoirihls for him fo attempt to deliver 
Tentimerits at any lenj^th. Having pre~ 
mifevl this, his Uird/hip fait), he nauft utterly 
deny t))e principles that bad been laid down 
iri the conrfe of the debate as the leadittg 
principles of the law of Parliament j fo Hr 
from it, the Miuxjiiis fald, th« uniform prac- 
tice of P.iilia.'nent went diredUy in the tce^h 
of I’ucb fappofed principles, Tlvelr LonU 
flaips, he cmuendevl, had no right to go In 
fe.uch of extraneous ground of argument, 
and’ to reafon upon fanrifut dtdu^ftions of 
analogy, but were bound to be governed by 
precedefft, where precedent was i.onformable 
t<v law and reafon, and not on the fpiu the 
occafion to make a new cafe, H:; ftat-rd^fh'j 
•dithculties legal conhOcrationr, involved every 
m;;n In, who had no prnfctB'Vo'd knowleil^,^?, 
and 'tiiVefl the ahftirdiiy of the i.uv in 'the 
cafes of will:;—*K*?,ndod property defc«nding, 
•atvd perfonal property afcciuling- Pie mon- 
tiorietl other abfurdilies of law, ro warn them 
from wandering out of thfe cafe, declaring that 
they vvere conrifitud to Che fimple and fingle 
confideratiou of th« lasv as it ftood. It waa 
pot to be confidered the Cafe of an indt- 
yukial, but as a general ruU* of l3\^‘, of wiuch 
they wn rn eft.iblifhing or violating a prree- 
door, md there/orK (faid iie) perdh ten 
thouhii.d Mr. H^thirigs's, ratlior tlian one 
r.rom pf cht! law, as it ihinds, ftmuld be 
diftuibed ! Tt h;id o’e»l lH'!*'n fa d, tiie M.-r^ 
Yjuis ubl'erved, by a Nubje and Lf;aroed 
l.nrd, at the head of the Gvirnin d juftice of 
the kingdom, that iho <ju«ih<ei l.w be¬ 

tween t'bd Refolutioo ol 1678 and tjie Re- 
Rdution of j68i;. His Lord!h p ai’guclj upon 
ihefe tvs'o Reiolutiorip, coivending, that as 
the llefolur'on of 1685 annulied thW of 
1^78# th« Refolution of i68(;'*^,vas clearly 
to t>« taken as the rule of pruccling, a<id 
W'as applicable to the prefrnt cafc In 
rti der to make out this, the M ;rqu!s went 
•iruo the hifbtry of :beiwo p eriod;, and fold, 
lie had been ihghly pU-afed \ n heai ii^g the 
ancnniiupi pafTed by a Noble and Learrictl 
X,<>rd on that great chartnfler my lofd 
Nottijigham, than is’hom a mao of m >re 
ftridf integrity, profoAind kno wledge tif bnv, 
and Uroog frnfe, never held the lugb cflicy 
of Clitncelliir of Fngiaiul. It waj^ Iv; 
on Lord N. t^ingham tint he relied his 
opinioi'i entirely, an opinion fully couhrmed 
by what he had heard fioca he came into rhe 
Houfe, Hj nieint thav Lonl Nottingham 
fbouhj fpe:ik fur himfelf, for, he decl'red, lie 
held him irj hts hand, and their i^ord-t 
fbips bud heard him, he fhould be furpnfed 
if they w^ere i *t as fully convinced as he was, 
^«foie he read u fyllable of Lord Notchig- 
ham’sowp wriring, he held him elf houml to 
H'itp truw the work I'dl into Ins iiauUs, Hq 



heggfid their jtordfhips therefore to 
that he was a great colle6Por, a much grr 
ihdeed than he was it reader; that hcNtru 
pnrebafed many manuferipts of Mr. Carr ^m\ 
Mr. Weft, names well known, and among 
others, the manufeript he held in his hand 
w'as one. His Lnrdftaip then read a tefti* 
moni.d of ih« authenticity of the m:^n■.|fcrip^, 
avhich was figned. by the ti’anfcriber, who de¬ 
clared that ilie copy he wrote it from w^is 
leu? him by /Vnhvu-Onflow, Efq. (Speaker 
of the Houfp of Commons at the time that 
the tcftinv).::i.d uasdited), who afTnred him, 
'that he (A, O. Efuv) liad the MS. from a 
perfpn of char;»€ier (naming him); and tlvat 
perfnn allerted it to be a correct copy of a 
geiuiioe letter of the late Lord Nottingham, 
on the fubjefh of LurdDaiiby s Cafe, writtim 
in the ye.Vr ^683, and m 1684, the Marquis 
fa-d, Lord Nottingham died. Exclufive of 
ih.3 t?dtimonial, hh Lordflnp faid, the MS. 
bore inteimal proof of irs Ivwing been tlw 
wr.rk of Lord Nottingham. H*ving pre- 
miled thi.,?. the Marquh a p. 55 lia..»e of tlw 
MS. referriti;; to the R^folutioU of 1678:, 
And decliting. that jc rnuft be revifed and 
correasd, for that in the firft place it was a 
rhiftake to fuppofe that an Impeachnaeiit 
%ve:;t or from Parliament^ to Parliament ; 
it ccvpld not be, His Lordlhip in fatft: 

contrailiiAed wlt. t had been the powaillng 
opinion <d thof#* lirties. Having with great 
piopriety and force of emphafis read fn« 
whohi p.ihdge, his LordOiip ccmniented upv.n 
the ; pplir.fiinn of if, oMerving nUimatel}^, 
as it WAii fo much ftronger than any ?.r.- 
gv«ncni’..s he conh! addn: ;: at that late hour of 
the nii^ht, ho would trtfpnfsontbeit Lhrdftiip’s 
tin>e .10 fan her, but would content himfelf 
with oppoftng the mam motion, although hes 
C'luld not help obhu ving, th it a certain de¬ 
fer: piion of Noble r.ords h.vd been qunyened 
on j urpoh' to ctrry the qivftion. . 

.! Old Loughborougii vofe again and faid, 
he had it io comm mi from a Noble bar!, at 
pivlent Loid P efiiivnt of the Councji, to do 
that for h ro,. which tl:e late hour and extrtmo 
fat wovild not permit liim to do foi him¬ 
felf, v'ri. toft.fte that the N.-ble Earf’s opi¬ 
nion comcided %vich h.s own, and that IjehaU 
)«f'. wiih hirr a'l op'n'co of Selden. that the 
new P<irliMnu;ri% in the Impe *chment of Mi« 
Duke of Buckingham, dui hold, tlia: they 
might, if they hncl cbofen it, .,havO cdled upon 
their Lorc'fhips for iudgmait agamft the 
Duke } a clear proof tint they did nor think 
file ’mpcaC nunt wa'i at an end. Lord 
l.oughHot ongh faid, he had another high aur 
tlvury to quote, v z. th.it of a Learned and 
Ven iihie L-arl, who had . aurlMnifed him lo 
f»v, that if the prebnt queftion wa.*! carried, 
it would be ftri6fty conhuTtpible to lli« Lasy 
of Parliament, and confiftent with prcce- 
1 2 dents. 
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iWiih rfgarid to what thfe Noble 
, bad i-ftiul MS. of Loro Noaiog- 
they,^’ his Lorthhip faid, wcreio 
_ion«t rhe beft p-roo' Lord Notting¬ 
ham's opinioii> viJK.J their own journals, 
which contained thiii Noble and Learned 
Earl’s rpeeqh—a fpeech wh ch Lord Nottmg- 
ham did not contradidl, uhen he afterwakds 
fat as Lord High Steward on the niH) of 
the Eat I Staffard. Thcrt- might: alfo/' his 
Earilfhip Ldd, “ be fome , reafonable degree 
ot doubt etuei tained as to the authenticity of 
the MS. reiul by the Noble Marquis.’' 

The Marquis of Lanfdowne rofe again and 
faid, he would not have prerumed to b^ive 
produced tim MS. had he entertained the 
fmalleft doubt oi the authenticity of the Ict^ 
ter of Lord Noitingham which he had read 
2 part oi, bht that he hao no tloobt w hatever 
on the I'uhjc^l. If however, upon enqui¬ 
ry, it fhould not prove authentic, the Mar¬ 
quis (It'clAred he would be the ftrll to (late 
that it was (purious. Whh regard to the 
iiegrep of credit due to its declarations, he 
could not but think a letter written in a man's 
clofet the year before he died, deferved mo.ro 
credit than any public addrefs of a public 
man 5 smd the more especially, ar. io 1685 
the very circumflance that Lord Nottingham 
in bis letter prfidjiSlRd, happ-’ned, vjx. ihe 
yevifKin of the Relolution of 1678, and a 
new Kefolution cr.r'.Ted into to annul it. The 
Marquis (aid, he liad uudcrdoOAl that law¬ 
yers did Ijold tbcmfelves warranted profef- 
fjonahy to llrain tlveir fincerity a liulc, and 
alfume an appearimee of belief in favour of 
their clients, which they did not really feM. 
The Nobis and L^-arned Loid b^ift knew 
whether the faf k was fo or not, as he utidcr- 
(Irvod the profelliunal track lawyers purfued 
better than he coiiUl be fuppofed to do, but 
he would not prefume to lay tiiat they did 
?a in that way ; it was not for him to put 
fuch a matter to tl\c quortion- 

The Lifhop of Saliil)m7 faW, it. was not 
his intention to have riU.n that day to i'ly a 
word to the quediori, had not the Noble 
Marcpiis in his Urt fpeech ap-arently addref- 
fed himfelfacrofsthe Houfe to the Bunch i»n 
which he and his Reverend Brethreu fat, and 
declared, That he f^w a certain fet of 
Lords were convened for the put pofe of car¬ 
rying the queftion.*’ if by that declaiation 
the Noble Maiquis meant to euR any fuch 
imputation on him, the Bilhop declared, he 
could not fit eafy or filent under it, bccftufe 
he was confeious that he had not been con¬ 
vened for any give.a purpofe, nor would he 


ftver eome down to ^lrifwfar 2iny pul 

pofe. He came down that d.^y to vote ac^ 
cording to h»s coufeienre 5 he had ’iitieued^ 
with atteution tq all tliqt h?id been faid upon 
wh it he confidered as a great eqnftitutional 
quehion, and carne down w'ith a mind per- 
tedily open to cooviihati } but notwithrtand- 
uig what had fallen with fo mucli Weight 
and authonty from the Noble Lord on tlie 
Wool lack, Hod from the otlier Noble and 
Learned Lord near him (Lord Kenyon), he 
rn'kft hy th;'-t he was confirmed in thinki-ng, 
with other Noble Lords, that the I'rial muT 
continue. 

Lord Lanfdflwue rofe again, and profeilsd 
he meant ncihiug jierfona'. to the Rev. Pre¬ 
late, or any on that B<u)ch in particular} 
but when te talked of “ Lords being con¬ 
vened to carry th« qaeftion.,” he took in the 
Bench of Bilhops, together with many other 
Noble Unds# I’be Marquis went on in a 
lone of inuntjng irony to fay, that he was 
fore the Rev. Prelate could have no bias, no 
prejudice in favour of Miniftry j that he did 
not fet his mind on the things of this world ; 
the Noble Prelate looked for a better, not tu 
i*iiy thing like tempoulities, tranfiaiions, or 
preferments. Indeed, he had formerly had 
perlonal occafion to know bow liule intlined 
the Rev. Prelate wns to better 1 iis fit nation, , 
or how little anxious he was to pufh his in- 
terete (or preferment. 

The Lifiiop of Saiifijury rofe again, and 
after urging the indelicacy (the Bifliop faid 
he had aimofi ufed a more ftrong expreffion) 
of fuch .'ll) attack as the Noble Marquis bad 
thought proper to make on him, w ithout any 
provocation on his part, faid, how'^cver his 
fuuation had been chaugeri by trai.fiation for 
his greater eafe, ha had to thank a binigmnt 
Sovereign for his govidnefs, not at the reqni- 
firlon, but in opporuiun to the known wifiiea 
of the Noble Marqoh. Born a younger bro¬ 
ther, the Bifhop faid, he had no right to 
have expedited the good fortune that had at¬ 
tended him} and the more efpGciaU3r as ho 
had no pretenfiof.s to fuperior learning or 
fuperior talents. He was ccnienttid vvhei« 
he was, and thankful to a kind Providence, 
and a gracious King *, for what lie had } for 
no part of which, however, did he (land in 
the fmalleO degree iudebred to the Noble 
Mniqui*. With regard to tlie Minifter, he 
was nut perfon.dIy acquainted with him 5 
he had never afked any favour of him, nor 
(liould he ever a(k any} but he could not 
help admiring hif charaiSfer and condvuSt, and 
while he continued to diftinguilb himfclf io 


* In the month of June foUotviog, the noble fpeaker (Dr. Harrington) was tranflntea 
hv the fame gratioas M.'.aer to the Incrative See of Durham, worth i8,oool. a year, then 
v«4nt by the dero.fe of Dr. Thomas Tb'ulow, brother to the Lord Ch.wcellot. 
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ililnently as lie ha<1 done, by his private 
,yy\/tuGB aod his public fervices, he certaioly 
give Itirn his fupporc, which he had 
as much a right to do as the Noble Marquis 
had to ovlicrwife, ftanding, as he did, in 
that Houfe, an indepcnrfifnt LK>rd of |*arha- 
ment. His tordfh p (aid, called upon per- 
fonally in I'o extraordiiaary a manner as he 
bad been, was obliged to fay what their 
J.ord£hips had heard from him 5 other wife 
be Ihould have been afhanicd to have faid a 
bogle word about himfelf j but he repeated 
it, that his only objea ‘had been confcien- 
tioufly to give his opimon and his vote on 
what he could not confider otherwife than a 
great conlhtutional queflion. 

The Marquis of Lanfdowne rofe again, 
and begged not to be iinderftood as having in 
any foit attempted to Uimtnifli tiie r«^ptd^ 
due to his Sovereign, to whom he owed too 
much to fuffer it for a moment even to be 
imagined, that his Majetlv ever did any thing 
contrary to the advice of»his Minifters. Sure 
he was, that his Majefty never aited Co 
ConftilutionaUy, With regard to any impro¬ 
per warmth that he might have betrayed, 
the Rev. Prelate had attacked liim per- 
fondlly, and that naturally begot a reply ; 
aad, 4ihough he iheaut offence to that 



Right Rev. Prelate, he owed 5 t to tr 
declare, that the Rev. Prelate wa-i 
to him for a part of his prefent prefer 
and that he never had been alked for a fav’mu* 
with more importunity in the whole courfa 
of hi;; life. 

At length the queftion was called for, 
wlv-n the Lord Chancellor, after fettling with 
Lord Radnor as to the form of his imchd- 
ment relative to referring a queftion to 
the Judges, on the validity and cxiftence of 
the Recognizance.*;, put the queftion that tho 
amendment ftand part of the motion. 

Contents •— a a 

Not Contents — <jo 

Majority 50 

The Lord < 3 hancellorthen put the previous 
queftion on the main qheftion, when tU« 
numbers were, 

Contents — 

Not Contents — 

Majority 4.8 

It was next moved, “ That Monday 
next be the firft day of going into Weft- 
m in ftcr • H :d 1. — O rdered. 

Adjoui*ncd at half paft three in the morn-, 
ing. 
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WARREN HASTINGS, Efq, See, 


PART IV. 




Sixty-Ninth Day. 
Monday, May 23, 1791# 

^HE Eo:ds being come into VVeflmln- 
^ iier-Hall, the Court opened, and Mr. 
Hailing^,was called in in the uf’ual form. 

The Hon. St. Andrew St. John, on 
the part of the ManageiT, then opened 
the Fourth AaticLE of the printed 
Charges. Thy oiher Ariicles, he laid, 
hid been opened to their Loj'd/hips with 
abilities and eloquence proportioned to 
the magnitude of the crimes : that which 
he was now to open, their Lordihips 
would not conceive to he of lefs im¬ 
portance, hecaufe th« talk had devolved 
on talents fo very much inferior. He 
was to impeach the prodigal and cornipt 
fydeni which Mr. Haftiags liad intro¬ 
duced into the finances of India, and 
their Tordfinps would not think it of 
fniall moment, when thyy adverted to 
the impieffion of lucli a fylfem on the 
finances, the morals, and the liberty of 
Great Britain, Weak and inefficient 
would ho all the chocks of the confticu- 
tion againlf the abufe of power and the 
mifmanagement of public money, if a 
Governor-General of India inight ere^l 
prodigality and corruption into a fyf- 
tem, for the fake of his own perfonvil 
influence. Public fecurity was founded 
on -public virtue, on morals, and the 
love of liberty inherent in the breafts of 
Englilhmen. A lyftem vvhich tended to 
fet public virtue to fale, to pluck up 
morals by the roots, and to extinguifn 
tfie flame of liberty in the bofoms of 
men, could not be futrered to efcape 
punifliment without imminent peril to 
the public weal. 

The Article charged Mr.Haftings with 
having made corrupt contracts, appointed 
corrupt agencies, and given illegal ai- 
lowa^ices, with comnoifTion almolf un- 
iimiud. On fuch a charge, their Lord- 


fhips would firft enquire, Whether Mr„ 
Haflings was left to aR by bis own 
diferctSou on thefe heads, or bound 
obey theorders of theCourt of Dirc6lors ? 
15 )' theAR of 1773, which was meant 
to eflabli/h a general fylfcin of fuhor^ 
dinarion and controui in India, the Go¬ 
vernor General and Conned were inveil:^ 
ed with a certain authority bver the otheir 
Prefidencies, and the fame AR boiuul 
them to obey the orders of the Court 
of DireRor.«!i. Purfuant to this AR, the 
Di>e 61 ors drew up a code of inftruc- 
tions for the conduR of the Governor 
Gener»ai and Council, which they fuh- 
mifted to the opinion of Melfrs. Duimfng, 
Wallace, Skinner, and Saycr, to be af- 
fured that they were ftriRly conformable 
to the AR, before they tranfniitied them 
tQ India. The thirtyTixth article of 
this code directed, that all contraRs 
fliuuld be publicly advertii’ed, leaied 
propofals for the fame received, and 
the loweft offer, with fecuiity for the 
due pvt forrnanee, accepted. The fir/i 
confradt which lie charged as corrupt 
was given to Mr. Stephen Sullivan, 
againll every rule preferibed by the 
Court or DircRors, The purchafe of 
opium had been firfl: monopolized by 
the Genilemen of Patna for their owrt 
benefit j the monopoly was then taken 
into the hands of the Company, 
and the contraR given to a native, 
who had managed the biifinefs for the 
Gentlemen of Patna. In 1775, when 
General Clavering, Colonel Monfoirj^ 
and Mr. Francis, tormed a majority of 
the Council, it was given to Meifrs. 
Griffith and Wilton, as the higheft 
“'bidders, according to the flrifl: let-. ‘ 
ter of the inftruRions from the Di- 
leRors. But when, by the death of 
Colonel Monfon, Mr, HflUn^s had 
obtained a majority in the Council, and, 

freed 
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^ from that reftraint which had 
p/or^ hi$ dsligns, let artfully about 
i^i^ourite (yitern of influence and cor- 
"" ifjon, the contra(^ was granted to 
Ir. Mackenzie, without'being adver¬ 
tised at all, and on terms lefs advantage¬ 
ous than before. This was blamed by 
the Court of Dire^Ws in 1778. Mr. 
llaftings, in coiUcmj t of their original 
inftruftions and fubiequent reproof, re- 
jftcwed the confradl: in the fame manner, 
;pnd on the fame terms. In 1781, Mr. 
Stephen Tufhington, the fon of Chair¬ 
man of the Eaft-India Company, auived 
in India. This Gentleman, great and 
extraordinary as muft have been the 
Huiie «t intuitive knowledge which he 
was fuppoled to carry out with him, 
could not po/Tcfs much informarion 
refpe^ting a branch of commerce pecuH ir 
to India. Yet Icarcely had he fet his foot 
«n ftiore, when he was made an AlTif- 
laut in the Council, and foon aftei- Judge 
Advocate j and as if bis deliberative 
and judicial fun^lions bad been too little 
for his innate dock of knowledge, he 
was ailb appointed Opium Contrat^tor, 
an ofKce wjiich no Councillor cpuldliolcl 
with any decency. This contra 61 : was 
granted without being advertifed,' and 
ibr four years in dead of one, as it ought 
to have been according to the 'inlfruc- 
tions of the Direffors, bn pretence of 
fear of lofs to the Contraftor from dif- 
turbances in Bahar—as if giving the 
contrail to a young man without ex¬ 
perience, had been the bell means of 
preventing lofs. But, however the pub¬ 
lic might lofe, care was taken that Mr. 
Sullivan fhould not lofe; for fix days 
after Mr, Hnftings propofed in Council 
to reduce the penalty of non-performance, 
for this very curious reafon, that the 
magnitude of the fum plight defeat the 
intent of the llipidation." The next 
ftep was to aiiolifh the office of Infpec- 
tor of Opium, that the intuitive Ikill 
of Mr, Sullivan might not be encumber¬ 
ed with an aid Ihat was only necefTary 
to men of experience. Mr. Sullivan loft 
no time in iffing the contrail:, as might 
have been expe< 5 led. Me fold it to Mr. 
Benn ; and Mr. JBcnnto Mr,Young, who 
actually executed it, and gave for the 
purchale to the amount of 6o,o0ol. What 
Mr. Young gave to an individual, he 
wouht have given to the public, had he 
been permitted to do fo. It was evident, 
therethre, that the coutredt was given to 
Mr, Sullivan lor the purpole of ir.tluencc 
t4i» Mr, Uattings, by making the foriunt 


of a young man fo nearly connected wj 
the Court of Dire<!itoi s. This was don 
too In a time of war, when the Trea- 
fury was diftreffed for money:; a«d when 
Mr. Haftings was grafping his ai'engi.ng* 
fword to dethrone Cheyi Smg for dila- 
. tory payment of an unjult demand upon 
him, which, yet, was lets than the fum 
Joft to the Company by this corrupt 
contra.^l . It appeared, however, that Mr* 
Young did not give the full value, foi‘ 
the next contraiff was taken at ioo,oocL 
more than he gave. 

The next Article of Charge was, enga., 
ging the Company in a fmnggling trade 
to India. Mr. Haftings having given 
many new maxims in politics, wiflted 
aifo to give fome in.trade. He admitied 
that Opium was contraband in Chirrs, 
and then wanted to perfuade the fi/ft 
commeiciai nstioih in the world, that all 
their former notions were erroneous—• 
that fair dealing was a cert^iin lolk, and 
that Irnuggling and fraud were the only 
lucrative and honourable means of con- 
dueling traffic. The fuccefs, indeed, 
had not anfwered hiS expe^lations ; but 
could any advantage have compenfated 
the difgrace of fuch an adventure ? The 
penalties of importing Opium into China 
were, that the Opium ftiould be bhrivt, 
the vefl'cl confifeated, and the importers 
put to death ; and yet this was a trade 
to which M»'. Haftings thought fit to 
give the ran£lion of the Britilh Govern¬ 
ment in India.-He was not even left 

to judge of the propriety. His orders 
were, that the Opium ftiould be con- 
ligned to tlie Board of Trade, to be fold 
to tiie higheft bidder, and the produce 
applied to the inveftment of the year, 
Inftead of this, he ordered it to becon- 
figned to the Council, and gave the ma¬ 
nagement of the export to Ch^^a^—<to 
whom ?—to a Merchant ?— 'No —to a 
Colonel of Engineers, Colonel Waiibn, 
Other perfons were embarked in the 
Icheme, and the Company engaged in 
two loans to aid thenri in carrying it On, 
at the very moment when Mr. Haftings 
was pleading State neceftity for robbing 
the princes of India, and compelling a 
fon to cotintenance and abet the pluntler 
of his mother. The adventure fuccetded 
as might have been expelled. The Su¬ 
percargoes at Canton (fated the loj’s on the 
lale at 69,000 dollars, owing, as they 
lj*id, to the nature of the trade, and 
the interfering of private with the public 
intertill; but on this he did not in/ill, 
becaufe that which was in iifeif illegal and 
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;ncerul, no misfortune could aggra- 
^is no rucceis could fan6lion. 

The orders of the Dire <51 ors were alfo 
fxpiefs, that all luch hufiivefs a» could 
be performed by contiWt dn)uid be ib 
perforrneJ j that all contracts /l\ould he 
j»iil>Hcly advertifed) and the molt real’on^ 
able terms accepted 3 rhat all contracts 
for provifijons and dniught and cai riagie 
huUocks for the army fhould be 
Th - Ic o rd er 6 h ad be e n Itr i £11 y o I d c i v e d 
while General Claveiing, CJortei Mon- 
foii, and Mr, Francis'theCi^un- 
c i 1 , B u t i n 1777, Mr, H ^ ft' ngs ga ve the 
bullock conuafl to ,JVlr, Johblton lor 
t^iYe years without advertihi'ig^ it. In 
1779, Sir Eyre Coote prcpoled fonie 
aiYiendments in this conti;a<:t ; and a 
new conira£t wis made out in the naaie 
of Mr, Crofts, the cpnfideiitral f iend of 
Mr. Haft iitgs„ The new . contr ac't Was 
m.vie for five years certain, with a ft'pu* 
Jation, that unkl's notice was given at 
the expiration qf four yeans that it was 
to expire, it Ibould continue for fix. 
If Mr. Haftings meant to fay for thus 
extending the time, that the orders of 
the Directors for un annual cqrmr?i6i were 
caloidatcd only for peace, night it iiot 
to have occurred to hirh, Uvvt before the 
expiration of five.years peace might lie 
l eftofed, and tiiat fuch at leu ft: fhould he 
the limit of the cor»ti*a6 } .The cltimaie 
given in by Sir li^yre C<>ote. the Com- 
rniinder, was that 4074 biiliocks would be 
wanted foi the whole of the troops } and 
although it could not be rxpeeled ih-it 
all the troops ftiould take the field at 
once, the number in tl\e contrail was 
railed to 6700. The rate as well as 
4 he number was raifed, fo that the total 
(tifference between the comracl: fo Mr. 
Johnfon, and the new' contr»£f to Mr. 
Crofts, was 300,060)^ The trims of this 
contiatSt, how'ever, were given out in ge¬ 
neral orders, and direefed to be read at 
the head of the fevtual battalions. Iin- 
rnediately after arrived letters from the 
pire£fois cenfuring: the conirnfl: giyen 
to Mr, Johnfon, ifis cordiary to their 
inftnKHions, and 'dire£lvng the 134:11 
article of the inftvuffions to be read at 
fht head of each patialiun. What was 
Mr. then to do ? He could not 

onler the terms of the contrail to he read, 
without ordering anoihir paper'tq be 
read alfo, ftiewing ^^hat he wiiofe duty 
it was to exail* obedience to orders, 
had himfelf difobeyed. He .wrote to the 
Directors, that there was a mlftake in 
their letter j that they miiH have meant 
the i3sth article qI their inflruHions to 
Fart IV, 


he read; that this article was nJ 
to the porj.vofe, and therefore thar 
had not ordered it to be read. It 
duty to give notice of the expiration of 
this contia^l at the eivd of four years j 
but this he had negTHed to do,aUedgi»g^ 
as a j eafbn luch negle^l, that the 
conficleration of the contr^H was not le¬ 
gally before the Council board. This 
could not he tl’*e true reafon, for he wds 
bound to have evei y part of his duty at 
all tirnes before him. 1 he true rea-' 
Gn .WAS, his perfeverance in the fiance 
extravagant wuite of the C. mpany’s 
money to enrich his favourites, as he 
afterwardii ibt^wed in 17841 when Ke 
converted .the con frails into more iucra* 
tivc agmeies, which he w<is alfoexprelsly 
forbidden to do. 

He was now come td tliat part of the 
charge, in which the charvi6b.T of an rfii< 5 .er 
w'as implicated, who had perfornntd gre.at 
and impertam fei vices to the Company 5 
hut wLarc ver rcluffaifce the Managers 
might feel to bring an imputation on the 
memfciy of tluat officer, they ihult, lOOt 
fhm their eyes again ft one of the moft, cor¬ 
rupt and extravagant a^fs in iheadniini 
ftiation.of M>. Haftings. WhenSn lCyre 
fjome arrived in Bengal, Mr.Tlaftings'a 
majarixy in the Cx\uncil depended t#i his 
own caf ng vote, jt was iheiefoiYe of 
great imppi tance to his defigns to obtain 
the favour and Ihyjport of Sir Ey re Cobte. 
The I'alaryof a Couficill »r was fixed, at 
lo.ooob } that u,f Comnutnder ill Chief 
at 6,oooi-and, ^ccorflingly, the fum 
of 16,bool, a year was ail that Genera) 
Clavering had, ever received. Sir Eyre 
Coote brought with him a letter fn'm the 
C' uit of Diii;CtoiS, ordering that he 
ftioubl receive no move ; but loon made 
a dt'n;:-.»id of S„cool, ihore, on pj.: teace 
that fome fucli fuin had been enj(>yed by 
Genei .d Stibbet Cumniandtr u. Chwf 
/jf'O timporr^ and m.uft therefore devtdve on 
him.—Mr; Haliings, ivftt ad of refifting 
tliiji rk rnaiui, as he ought to have done, 
or complying with it litcr^illy, propoleJ 
and carried in Council, that the /inn of 
rSjOQpt. a year ftiould be giv>jn to Sir 
Eyit Coote in addnion to bis loimer ap- 
poinfnients, and charged this cnornvous 
addiiivuv un the Nab«d> of Oud«", contrary 
to an exprds agreement tha no more 
charges firould be tti.ide upon him, and 
ohfTged the Nabob t.' pay it over and 
above ail the fonner charges. 

I'he next Article of charge was the 
agency given tv' Mr. Auriol Jor iupp‘y- 
mg tlio Prefidfney of Madras wnh pro- 
viiioiu in a tinre of great fcarcity. Had 
K Mr, 



(Iir(g 4 ’« real motive been to re- 
,e wants of Madras, he would 
'id, in the words of tlie beneyo- 
^eiigjon we profefs, “ Charily co- 
a multitude of linsj'’ and given 
H iftings credit for an irregular ex¬ 
ertion of power/ But his motive ori* 
ginated in the ame iy{lre;n of prodigality 
to make the foirtune of a favourite, Mr. 
Auriol was appointed ageni, accounta¬ 
ble his honour. What was this con- 
verfion of the compting-lioufes of the 
India Company into courts of honour, 
but perverting thofe principles which 
direct the minds of men, w-hen they have 
no other guide, to the purpoies of abufe 
and peculation? An agency granted .in 
1777 was ceniured by the Dire^lors in 
177B, as central V to their orders j and 
ten months afterwards, on the applica¬ 
tion of Mr, Aiui^ol, Mr. ilaltings pro- 
poled to make him agent for fuppiying ^ 
Fort St» George, and all the other Pre- 
fidencies, with rice and other artidesj 
and as the intention of the appointment 
was meft likely to be fulfillea b) a 
liberal confideration of it,*’ he w'as to 
^accotmt'Upon his honour, with a com- 
'niifllon of 15 per cent. When Mr. Lar¬ 
kin, the Accountant-General, came to 
examine the accounts of this agency, he 
reported that the addition of the 1‘tveral 
fums was correff, but that as :ht agent 
was upon honour ^ he did not think him- 
felf author!led to call Kr any vouchers 
of the turns charged. He accordingly 
paffed accounts to the amouni of 
430,cool, the ageiicy-on which diuonmed 
to H>397l- 

Aiiuihwr agency was given to Mr, 
Belli, for fupplymg FortWi!liam,and all 
the other Settltmenis, with lloies. This 
was a new appointment, and by many 
thought unnecefTary. It was therefore 
referred to a Committee of Merchants, to 
decine what rate of conimifhon fh^ulcJ be 
ailowa'd They repcrte<i jim w/y per cent, 
and Mr. Aalbngs gave thirty. When 
this extravagant allowance was objeiled 
to, he laid, that he would hr- refponfible 
for the honclly of the agent, and alio for 
the excels cf the commiflion above tnvenly 
per cent, if the Dire^ors lliculd c)b|eef 
to the rate. The Dire£lors did objedl 
10 it j he fliuffled off tlu refponfibiliiy, 
and granted a new appointaient. The 
ium paid in this cafe abovt twenty per 
cent, was 34>ooof- and conlequently 
id much money lolt to the Company. 

i'le iuinmed up the various fums cor¬ 
ruptly taken from the Company^ reve¬ 


nue, under all rhefe heads, to the amoualti 
of 584,3511.—a Turn rnore than fufficielij 
to pay two years dividends on the Com.^ 
.pany’s dock at that time. If their Lord- 
flit, s compared thv amount of the bribe* 
widfed from him, which he,pretended 
to have taken for the Company's fervice,. 
but which he never gave up till he 
could conceal them no longer 5 if they 
compared the amount of the fums ex- 
toned from the native Princes, on the 
plea of State necelfity, with the fums he 
bad t hus fquandered to enrich individuaJa 
with a virvv to corrupt influence, they 
would fee that the grounds on which ho 
hoped to jiiftify his conduff were un¬ 
tenable 5 that he iuid aimed at impunity 
for one crime by committing another, 
and endeaverured to fereen extortion 
and plunder by the molt iawfh cor- 
ruption. 

He concluded a very clear and elegant 
Tpeech, with cxprelfing his confidences 
that any dt*fe< 5 f of his in opening the 
matter of the charge would be amply 
compenlated by the lorte of the evi¬ 
dence and the ability with which it w'ould 
be com men fed upon. 

Mr. Haftmgs‘addrelied the Court; 

My Lords, 

I fliail take up buf a very fe\v miu 
v.vute8 of youi’riint ; hut what I have tet 
1 hope will he (iremed of fiifficient 
importance to juftify me in re<jntfting 
that you will give me lb much attention, 
A chaiv;e of having w .fted* 584,000b 
is eafdy made, where no means a»e allow¬ 
ed for anlvering it. It is not pleafant 
for me, from week to week, from rnonth 
to month, from year to year, to-hear 
mylelf accu.led of dimes, many of 
them of the molt atrocicus die, and 
air lepreicnted in the moif ffiocking 
colours, and to ftei tliat f never lhall 
be allowed to aniwer them. In my 
time of life—in the life of a man 
already approaching very near to its 
clofe, four year^ of w-hich his reputa¬ 
tion is to be traduced and branded to 
the world, is too much. 1 never expef^ 
to be allowed to cpine to my defence, 
nor to hear your LorcKhips’ judge¬ 
ment on my trial. 1 have long been con¬ 
vinced of it, nor has the lute Refolution 
of the Houfe of Commons, which I 
expefted to have heartl announced to 
your Loidfhips here, afforded me the 
leajft glimpfe of hope, that the leimina- 
tion of irry tiial is at' ail the itfaier. 
My lyords, it is now four years complete 
fince 1 fp ft appeared at your Lordflups* 

()ari^ 



[ 67 ] 


X 'i Tier h thi§ all, I came to your bar 
a mind Tore from ajrother inquilkion 
anothtr placej which commenced, if 
1 may he allowed to date it t;om iheim- 
pielTton of niy mind, on (he day I arrived 
ill thi« capital, on my return to England 
flfter ihirfecn yearn I'irvice. On that d«y 
Was announced the detc/niination of the 
Houfe of ConuJions, for arraigning nye 
for the whole of my condu^i; I have 
been now accufed for Ox years; I now 
approach very near' (I do not know 
whether rny recolle^Hon fads me) to fixty 
years of age, and can 1 wafte my life in 
fitting here from time to tinur arraigned, 
not Only arraigned, hut tortured with 
inve^fives of the moft virulent kind ? I 
appeal to every man’s feelings, whether 
1 have not borne many things, that many 
even of your LordOiips could not have 
borne,* and wuh a patience that nothing 
but nay own innocence could have en* 
abled me to fliew. As the Houfe of 
Commons have declared their r^Jjf jhition, 
that for the iake-of I'pcedy jullice (1 think 
tlnat was the term) they I’.rid ordered their 
Managers to clofe their proceedings on the 
Article which has now been opened to 
your Lprdfhips, and to abandon the reft, I 
now fee a profpe^ which 1 never faw 
before, hut which it is in your Lordfhipjs* 
power alone to realize, ofclofmg tins 
difagreeable fltuatton, in which I have 
been fo long placed; and however I inay 
be charged with the t rror of imprudence, 
I am fure I fiiall not be deemed guilty 
of (l)frefpe6l to your Lofdfitips in the 
recjueft vvhich 1 make 5 that requeft is, 
that your Lortilhips will be pleated to 
^rant me that jultice which every man 
xn every country in the world, fre6 or 
otherwile, has a right to ; that where he 
IS acciifed lie may defend hiinlelf, and 
may have the judgement of the Court on 
the accufations that are broughf agaiaft 
him. I therefore do pray your LordOiips, 
notw’ithlhnding the time of (he year (I 
feel the weight of that vtfle^fion on my 
mind), but 1 pray your Lcrdfbips toYon- 
fider not the unimpoitance of the obje£l 
before you, but tne magnitude of the 
precedent which every man iu this coun¬ 
try may bnnghome tohisown feelings, of 
a criminal trial fufpendedoverhis liead for 
everj for in the hiftory of the j uri fprudence of 


this country, I am told (and I have 
Ibme paivu^ tofearclgand as far as mv fearc 
hn? gone, it has been verified) there » ever 
yet was an iutlance of a crimiiVal trial 
that Lifted four montshs except mine, ncr 
even 9<ie month, excepting one inftaucf, 
an inftanct; di awn from a time and fitua- 
tion of (his govenfmenr, which I hojic 
will be prevented from ever happening 
.again. My Lords^, vbe requeft I have 
to make to your Lurdfhips is, that 
you will .be pleaied to continue 
Itflion of this court till the proceed¬ 
ings fhail he clofed, I fha]l be h<uu*d 
in my defence, and your Lordftiip« 
-fhall have proceeded to judjMnenr/ My 
I/ords, It is not an acquittal iha( t dtfire^ 
that will reft with your Lordftiips, and 
with your ovvn; internal convi6lior. I dc- 
fire a defence, and I oelirc a judgement, 
be that judgement what it will. My 
Lords, I have bowed, I have humbled 
myfeif before this Court, and .I have 
been reproached for it, 1 am notafti im- 
ed to bovv before an authority to wfaich.I 
owe fubmilTion, and for which I feel re- 
that excites it as a willing oblation 
from me. I now^a^;ain, with nil hu¬ 
mility, prefeiit myfelf a fubje^i: of your 
juftice and humanity. I am not a nivin 
of apathy, n- u’ are my powers'•of endu¬ 
rance cqu.d to the tardy and indt-finite 
opei ationof Parliamentary juftice. lieel it 
as a very crueMot inipofed on me, to be 
tried by one generation, and, if I live 
fo long, to expert judgement from ano¬ 
ther; for, iny Lords, are all the Lords 
preCent before wb6m I originally was 
tried ? Are not many gone to that place 
to which we muft all go ? I am told tliat 
there is a difFei‘ence of more tlian 69 in 
the identity of the Judges before whom 
I now ftand. My Lords, £ pray you 
to me from this profeciuion, by 

continuing this Trial till its clofe, 
and pronouncing a judgment during 
this feftion ; if your Lordftiips can do 
It, I have a petition to that efteil in 
my hand, which, if it is not irregu¬ 
lar, I now wifti to deliver to your Lord- 
fliips," 

i^rd Kenyon, who fat as Speaker for 
the Lord Glvuicellor, faid, the petition 
muft lie preiented to their Lordftiips in the 
Chamber of i:*ariianjent ** 

Mr. 


* The Petition was as follows i 

To the Rii^hc Hon. the Lords Spiritual and Temporal in Parliament afterhblcd, 

TThe Humble Petition of WARREN HASTINGS, Efq. late Governor-General of Bengal, 
Sheweth, - ' 

That your Petitioner having long waited in anxious exr>e(ftatjon of your Irordfhfps de¬ 
termination refpeefing his re-appearanc« at your Lordthips Bar, finds hinuell: lelieved 
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forgetting the fitwatiou in which he decided othcrwife» then would have hap- 

ikood, WHS become ' an accufer* and ^^ened ihat which the pi ifoner deprecated j 

charged both his acculevs and his Ju<<gts he would have been prevented from ever 

with improper delay. It was not impu* coming to his defence, pid the pii- 

table to the Commons that they had not fdner think., when he complained of the 

proceeded fooncr on the ii id in the pre- hardfliips of his cafe, that the Commons , 

lent lelFion. It was not imputable to had arr<ilgncd him for fmall ollVnces } 

their iJordfhips.-—*— I hey had wilely that he came to their Ltniihips* Bai to 

from one fubjedl of fufpence, by being again brought btfore this High Court j and he has 
fo gi<»;at a conficleoce in the julVice and dignity of your Lon fliips, as to believe, that in tills 
renew.vl of a tri.vl fo long deiJciiding, your Lordfheps mean i<> retider it efltilual to the ends 
of fubdaiitial juftice, hv profeeming it without delay, uniil ir fhall rCach its final tcrmioutlon. 

If fuch fhould be yf>ur Lordlhips jnirpofe, your Petitioner will accept it as the grealeft 
bounty which he can recewe at Che hands of your Lou fh ps j but fhould his trial be ad¬ 
journed over to another year, he iruflstlut he f> ah not be coufidered as depat ting from 
the refpedi which he bears to yduv Lordni'ps, if l>e prefumes. to fay, that he lhaU feel jt as 
an aggravaiivio of the very ftvere lot winch it lias been his misfortune to experience, and of 
w'hich he is the firft example in tlie juriCprudence of this kingdom, if in any other a pre¬ 
cedent can he found, of a criminal trial being fufpended dver the head,of an indiv-duai, 
living under a fixed law and a civilized gfivcanueut, during fo long a period of his natural 
life, and fo near the dofe otic. 

Th.it four years are completely elapfed hnee your Petitioner w’asfitft compelled to .'ippetur 
ait your Lordihips bar, to hear read, and to ani wtr to the Clnrges preferred ng;unft him by 
the late Hon. Uoufe of Commons •, but that he computes the origin'‘of^ their Impeaclinrieut 
from A much nitue dvftaat d.'ue, the firft notihcaiion of an accufatory procefb having been 
m.ide fo long ago as Juott 17^5, the pvucefs icfelf begun in February 1786, and continued 
through one prorogation srid many adiournmeots until May 1787, when the Im(>each- 
m?nt Wiis carried to your Lordfhips bar j fo that in effedli chough not in forni; your Peii- 
tioner lias been the fohjtifl of .a criminal procefs before two Parliaments, and tlirnugh hx 
fucceCTivo years; yet his prohxutors to thjs'rime have clofed their evidence upon three 
Articles only, namely, the ftift, fecoi’.d, and fticti'i, omitting many points of thofe articles, 
but fclcdling a very few points fi'dm the 7th and jtath, as explanatory of the 6ihatticlc. 

-—Thatycair Petitioner craves leave fo reprefent, that he did,, in an early ffage of the fiift 
enquiry, caufe it to be repi efentcd to the late Hon. Houfe of Commons, 6S hi.s eameft re- 
qneit, that if th-ii (aid Houfe of Ct»mmons Ihcmld enter upon their Journals auy vote of 
crimination or c ofurc 3 g.i nil him, they would he picafed to allow your Petitioner the means 
of a f;ur and kg.il trial for the Cmne j but that the oby.Cl of your Petitioned in m.akmg that 
rcquelt was, tliat he m'ght be afforded the means of vindicefting his cliaradler from the 
foulell and moft unjuft afpeiftons j but he has to lament, that ihofe afperfious fhoiiUi h.wc 
been renewed and repeated from week to’week, from month to month, and from year to 
year, wiihout any power of rej>ly, or profjieH of time allowed him for his defence and acquit¬ 
tal.—-That, great as his rcllaiicn is on yovir Lordftiiik jullice, it is yet impofTible for him, 
judging from p:«fi experience, not ro feel the appiehenhon:. of further delay, when he rccoU 
lc< 5 ts that the laft great adjnurnmenl of the C.'vu t htld by ybur LurdlbipS in the jrreceding 
P.irh^ment, was made on the 9th of Jun^-, aod tint in ueittier of the preceding years did 
it Ut liter than th? yth of July ; tl.at therefore the lougell interval which he can cona- 
pute for what remaihs of this Sellion of Parliamcnr, in its ordinary coui.fe, will be infuf- 
ficienilo enable yoUr Petitioner to enter u(.)<jin hia defence, mu. I, lei's to hririg it to aconclu- 
fiou, butthit he will have fo fultain the intolerable griev.iiice of feeing another year of pro- 
k^cutioti added to the palh. , 

Your Petiejoner therefore moft humbly and earnertly pray?^ your Lnrdlhips to t.ake the par- 
^ticular and unprecedented hardftiips of hi.s cafe intfi conridci\'»*ion, and to adopt fuclv 
mr dares as your u ildom may devife, for caolinumg the proceedings of your Lo'idfbips 
Court, («'i that tbrt trial may he brought to a cloie, and judgment given, before amicher 
proro/ tion of^ P.i'liaaieiu ; yovir Petitioner craving leave to alfure your hordfli'ps, ih it no 
uui ’ctlHiy Ur.fa'y ih.tll be made on his part, but that he will endeavour to take up asiborc 
. p uiiblc ‘H bis <ieft:nce. 

The above was read anu urdcired to lie ou the table. 
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jcnt petty crimes, unworthy of the 
rous refen tment of Pariiamtnt. 
iie.crimes with which he was charged, 
icre of a nniguifiule not to be over-look* 
ed without a breach of duty to their 
country and to humanity. The pri- 
Ibner coiuplained of virulent language 
ufed againlt him. He profedecl to have 
looked over the annals of Parliament, 
to compare the length of his own Trial 
with that of others. He withed he had 
availed himldf of his Parliamentaiy 
knowledge, to iee that the Con.inuns 
were as little dilpofed to fparc the la* 
ped peifons ot tlitir Lordlhips, when 
julticeca.led upon them, as the Ivumblett 
individudi. He wiHieri him to have le- 
iXiaiked, jn what te)ms the thunder of 
the Couunor.s was hurled againlt Lord 
JMacck'slield, a Noblchian in high rank, 
]ugh in office, with every thing about 
him that could exalt a man above ids 
fellow lilt'll. Yet he was charged with 
bribes, not with cruelty. "J'he prilbutr 
was charged with crutliics, with lioirorr, 
with murders. 

The Counlel for Mr. HalKngs de- 
jired the Honourable Manager 10 ihcw 
in what part of the arucles exhi¬ 
bited, his client was chargud with 
murder. 

Mr. Burke faid, it was nrot regular to 
Jliop a .Manager in the middle of his 
j’peech j ' bui to hear him out, and 
reply. The priJoner was charged with 
blood unjuftly ffied in conftlquence of 
liife cormpt acU, with plunder and ra¬ 
pine, amt all the excelfes to which they 
give 'occalion—and he complained of 
virulent language. Were not the Com¬ 
mons to call crimes by their proper 
names ? were they to tliink any 
teirns too levere, where language could 
hardly iind woii s of fufficient f.rcc. 
Their Lordlhips would n‘ot think them 
honeit accufeis, if they came to their bar, 
to It ite crimes in terms ot loft and doubt¬ 
ful meaning. The prifonei knew that 
the delays of his Trial had not been 
owing to the Commons.' He h^ii been 
brought to their Lordih ps’’ Bar at his 
own cx^-krefs defirej in concurrence with 
the opinion qf the Commons, that he 
ought m be fo j and fince that lime, 
what day had been loli to accommodate 
them ? Let him not con.plain of being 
hardly dealt with till he was ac<|uitr-;;d. 
He was now near the time when his 
defence would -be heard, and judgement 
given upon it. Never, till that period 
isttmed tu approach, had he complained of 

' * \ 
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delay. The time of the Court fial 
ten beer^ taken up in arguing ihc cb]^ 
tionsof hiis Counfel to the evidence ag um 
him, Hh did not blame the Counfel or 
the Pril'oher for tliat, ibut let him not 
charge the clel.ry occajlgned by the na¬ 
ture of hi. defence, on ihe Court or hii 
acculers. T'u be longer in ihe t oft<Kly 
of any Court than julfice required, was 
undoubltdiy a hardlhip, and well calcu¬ 
lated to excite the c<>mpainon ol tiitc 
public. But what hanlffiip of irnpuilbn- 
menr. ha>.l ihe juiloner borne, of what 
comfort had'be bten deprived ? He never 
wiilit'd dial he hiid J but let not rhii’-be 
lamented which harl never been' fulFertHL 
TheCommons had ibandored part of their 
charges, becaufeihiy ;h(>ughi tliey had 
pjovtd enough fur the pinpofe of exam¬ 
ple, and becaufe they p-refened inci m- 
juHice to none at all. IF the prifo- 
ner complained of any thing, he complain¬ 
ed ol the conrtiriuion, oi ilse jnlbiOoT 
his country, which thofe wh.» ildminif- 
tertd if could not alter on liis accounr. 
It w'as the pierogative of the Crowm to 
pvit an erui to tlie 1‘tffion of Parliament 
without confuitii.g them. The Mana¬ 
gers ot the Inipsachment had, perhaps, 
borne as great a i^ad during its continu¬ 
ance as the piilbner, and had as much 
rtafon to wifli for its concUirmn. If their 
Loi filhips Ihould think proper to apply to 
the Crown by petition, or in ai;iy other 
manner, to prolong the St-ffion rill the 
Trial was concluded, the Managers, he 
k new, would he ready to proceed, 

Mr. Fox laid, that he {luiuld only trou¬ 
ble their Lordffiips with a few woida. 
I'he Honourable Managt-r who had 
fpt-ken, iiad ib completely anl’weied what 
the pi iibner had thrown out in regard to 
the Commons of Englanrl,that no charg« 
could poUibly remain on the Honout.ihk:, 
Houle for any delay which the ThhI 
might have fuffered. It any part of the 
cirarge made by the prilbner was either 
directed at, or in any manner attached on 
their Lordlhips, they heard it, and would 
adt on It as they thought proper. Un¬ 
doubtedly, if they fell that there was truth 
in the imputation, they would confidcr it 
as their do y to coned their error.—-His 
complaintof viruknt language was furely 
not made with jultice, nor with propneiy. 
—A'' the H uialile Manager had laid, 
every arcufaiioa mult be fupporred by 
the woids fwitable and pioptr tkr the 
crimes. They w'ould betray their cauk 
il they ilid not do this. The piiloncr 
had laid, that it was a very great haid- 

Ihip 



nhat hfi jflialibe bound tc fit and 
thc'charges opened againft him, 
having it in his power to make 
^ence and jnllify hiinfeU to any one 
of them. This was a hardfliip which, tin- 
dmibtWjy,was fevere j but it was very odd 
that the prifoner thould complain of if. 
The Managers had thought it a feverity, 
and in the outlet they propofed to open 
the charges article by article, and that 
the prifoner fi'iouid defend hnnlellon each. 

he prifoner, however, who.imdoubtedly 
knew his own calc belt, ohjeCted to this 
method, and their Lordihips agreed to 
the mode whidi he befought them to pur- 
iW and of which he now complained as a 
hardship. If it was a hai clfiiip, it was of 
bis own feeking. It was furejy not 5 m- 
jnifahle to the Managers, for they had 
everted themfelves to procure a contary 
courfc.He wontd makehutoneohervation 
more. If thepriloner brought any charge 
on the Managers—or if he afferced that 
their conduct: was iinpiopcr ip any part 
of the hufinefs—h« informed their Lord- 
Uiipsth.at they would not anfwer any fuch 
«harge,or ftj ive to jnllify their condviil be¬ 
fore any tribunal on earth, but that of 
their conftituents, the Commons of Great 
Biitain, They alone had the r>gl t to firfd 
fault with their condud:, if they thought 
it wrong—to ddmifs them from their 
trurt—to appoint new Managers in their 
place, and to give tliem inltriK'ifvons how 
fo coiiduft tlieiriftlves. To the Houfe of 
Commons, it was their duty to render 
an account—hut to no other tribunal 
would they anrwcr.--nor wpuld they 
regard any ohfervations that might be 
tlirown out. 

Mr. Hadings faiti, he would have been 
£ient, if he had imagined that from any 
thing he had laid a conclufioh could be 
drawn that he imputed delay to their 
Lordlhips. 

Mr. Burke faid, th^ prifoner had ac- 
fjiiitted them Lordlliips. If he had any 
charge to make againlf the Managers, he 
knew bef ore what tribunal to carry if. If 
he did not make any* their Loidlhrps 
wculd know what to think of the impu¬ 
tation he had thrown our. 

Sir James St. Clair hlrikine therr pro- 
ceede<l to adduce written evidence of the 
inifi uelions fent out by the Court of Di¬ 
rectors ; and to examine Mr. Benii on the 
purchafe of the opium contia»ff of Mr. 
Suilivaiu and the lublequein fale of it to 

Mr. Vouog. 

The Cv>urt adjourned at a quarter be¬ 
fore fix; to lit again on Wednefday, 
and to go iiuu tl\c HouR- at twelve. 


Seventieth Day. 

Wednesday, May 2^. 

The Lords went into the Houfe tlitiJ 
day, eighteen in number, at half pall 
edeven, when 

Sir James Erlkine St. Cbir, on the 
part of the Manageis, adduced the evi¬ 
dence, oral and documt^ntary, pointing 
to tiie different heads of the Contrdti 
charge-which was opened in the firlf in^ 
Ifaiice by this Gehtlernauin the Houfe of 
Commons. 

jyir. Voiing was examined Tome 
length orr the Opium Contrails. He 
confirmed Mr. Berm's evidence, as to his 
liAvmg given him one hundred and forty- 
nine thou land Sicca rupees a-ycnr, foi" 
his interell in the Contract j he (aid, that 
the tranfadion was a profound lecret. 
This anfwer totally invalidated what 
had been attempted to be imprelfed 
on the puhiic, that Mr. Halllngs 
mu ft have been privy to this tranra<Sf:ibn. 

Mr. Sullivan was in the Hail, but not 
examined by the Managers. 

Mr. Young, on his crofs-exainination, 
delivered himi'eif with the utmoft pre- 
cilion. He faic), he would not have 
taken the contiadl in 1781 on the low 
terms that ffe did take it in 1785 i that 
the Putna Council, when they had 
an intereft in this contrail, never pur- 
chafed Opium fo cheap by a great deal 
as the Company got it for f proving, 
by this anlwcr, that the advantages vv'ere 
very generally unknown.—He was alked 
if the infpeclof’s were ufelefs in Bahar. 
Pie faid, cer ainly they were, and were 
embarraffjng, ni>Uhout any poJJiSle good 
to ari/e from their appointment* J’he 
abobtioT) of thefe infpeitorS is (fated, as 
a irime in Mr. Haftings. To one quel- 
lion, “ What Ann of money he gaineif 
by it?’' the witnefs objeiled, as ^likely 
to expofe his own private affairs ^ it was 
immediitely wirhdrawn by the Hon. Ma¬ 
nager 5 and another, “ Whether he did 
not gain very conjidercibly by it ?” was 
anfwered in the aftirmative. 

'rhe Managers then read the DirCiSlors' 
letter, difapprovirig thiscontraif} andhere 
they clofed their evidence, having (fti- 
bii^ed the following fails beyond cllipiite: 

ill. That opium, hcfoie Mr. Haf- 
tings’s time was a monopoly for the be¬ 
nefit of indivhlnals, 

ZA. That Mr. H.aftings made it aValun- 
ble iburce of revenue for tlie Company. 

3d. That M.elT. Haftings, Clavering, 
Monfen, Barwell, and Francis, gave this 
Contravl for Opium tor one year t j Meft“, 
Guflithand^Wiiton, they orfering better 
• termg 



for the Company than any other 
bn&, though there were thirteen cont¬ 
ort rars, for ihe Contrail. 

> I hat the Governor General and 

’’'’^Council unanimouJJy gave the Contraft 
to Mein Griifith and Wilton for one year 
longer* 

ythiy. That MefTra. Haftings, Claver- 
jng, Batwell, and JRrancis, unanimouily 
gave the Contra<Sl fot three years to Mr. 
Mackenzie. 

6rhly. That MelTrs. ITaflings,Francis, 
tinci Wheler, tinanimQitJty the Ikine 
Contract to the fame Mr. Mackenzie for 
one year longer. 

7tidy.' That MelTrs* Haftings and 
Wheler gave the Contrail to Mr. Sulii- 
for four years. 

Such are the tails. The merit is, that 
aconfiderahle revenue was obtained tor 
the ^he heft polTible ternis. 

The crime is, cliibberlience of orders, in 
which every other mari was juft as 
much impHcated as Mr. Haftingsj tor 
Jc was an order of the Corn[-attv, that 
all contrails ftiould be annual, and 
granted to the loweft bidder. Not the 
liighteft evidence was given to prove, 
that Mr. Haftings knew of this transfer 
of the Contraa from Mr. Sullivan to. 
Mr. Eenu, or froth Mr. Benn to Mr, 
Sullivan. It was proved aUo, that the 
pro'ht ui>on Opium for the Company, 
tUirimy the government of Mr. Haltmgs, 
was five hundred and thirty , four thou- 
iand pounds. 

They then proceeded to fliew that it 
was improper in Mr. Haftings to lend 
Cpium, o« the Company’s account to 
China, The evidence proved, that the 
fcheme was temporary, and that it would 
have turned out to very great advantage, 
but for an accident, which Mr* Haf¬ 
tings could neither forefee nor prevent, 
and in confequence of that accident, 
the Company loft fixty-nine thoufand 
dollars by the concern. It appeared that 
the Board of Controul have approved a 
plan exceedingly fimiUr to this, and 
it is not improper to fay, that Mr, 
Pitt in the Houfe of Commons declar¬ 
ed, tliat there could be nothing crimi¬ 
nal in fending Opium to China} nor was 
he at ail ready to fay, that the fcheme 
was not a very proper one. 

Tile Managers, having ftnifhed with 
thisfoporilic/lrug,proceeded to theBuHock 
Ct>iitradf. The will!om of that contia«5l 
has been fo well proved by the melan¬ 
choly confequences that have refuired 
from a rigid attention to the orders of 
the Company on this point, fi^'ce the 


war commenced with Tippoo Saib : 
that we ftiall leave it without ful^ 
remark, except this, that many minnicl 
or opinions of Mv-F» incis were lea^ 
condemning the contrafl,'and contain¬ 
ing one moll curious aftbition, that ho 
fcarcely law a neceility for any bullocks 
at all, as they might be preifed whea 
wanted, as hitherto theyJiad been } which 
contained in a fingle ibnteiKe the. bell 
argunieiH that can be afforded by mant 
in juftification of a conrraiit that ren¬ 
dered pi elfing in future unntceffary, and 
fupplitil the army with the means of 
movingi witliout which an army would 
be ulelers. 

This was the dulleft of all dull dayss 
Mr. Burke appeared for half an liouf^ 
made two or three fp«eches in- fupp^oii: of 
certain queftioua propofed by himfelf; 
hut not convincing the Court, he went 
away aq<l did not return agiin. 

SeventY-F ras-r Day. 

Friday, May 37. 

The r.oids tJntered the Hal), twenty- 
one in nvihiber, about twelve o'clock, 
and the Minagers proceeded to clofc their 
evidence upon the Bnllock Contrail; 
by vuhich it appearetl, fjom the decla¬ 
ration of Mr. JoUn Fergufon, the Con¬ 
tractor, that the profits upon this cun- 
traiSt were not more than 15 per cent, 
and titat one lick of rupi;c:s was to 
be deduced from the lum for bad debts. 
This ilitcmerii be gave, he laid, f^ccaule 
in pnvdte hitters to England the j?rQ- 
fifs of this contratSl had been exagge¬ 
rated in a moft incredible manner- 
Mr. Fergufon further Ftid, that fb far 
from 6,700 bttng too great a number, 
many beyond thit number were employ¬ 
ed duiing the vva,-; Mr. Fergufon is a 
merchant of the moft irreproachable cha- 
ra6ler. He offered to iwear to the fide¬ 
lity of his ftateiinent ; and thus ended 
this important Bullock Contrail, luJ- 
ly confirming that ftatement wliich 
has been ib clearly given by Captain 
Broome and Major Scott, of the utility 
of this contja'I. 

They next proceeded to SirEyreCoote’s 
allowances, anti read the Court of 
Dircdlors' orders, that there fliould he 
ux thoufand pounds a year in lieu of 
faUry, travelling chaigrs, &c. The 
cfficer next in command drew at tliia 
time eleven thoufand a year. Sir Eyre 
Ct^ote moved, that the Board would fix 
his allowances for the fit-ld. This Mr, 
BVancis ojipofetT, as the /ix thoufand a 
year was to be all bis receipt, except 
his falatY as a Councillor. Sir Kyre 

Coote 
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^oot^ijsc)nre<f, if he had fo undeiftood 
ht^tiRver would have come to Tndia to 
ipq his private fortune.—-Mr. Hal- 
propol'ed the allowances, and 
hue in Dude they Ik uld he defrayed 
l>y th<? Nabob, who chearfuiiy and rea¬ 
dily agreed to it, 

ii appeared that Sir Kyro Coote con¬ 
tinued to rectivd this money to the 
and Mr. Ilaf- 
of the trard- 
a^tiou was read to the Houh; : that if 
was impordole toiinyute a private motive 
to him ivv what he had d»ne • and 
tivM he w i&’convinced Sir Eyre Coote’s 
ueccflaiy expei c.s consumed the whole 
ioi he wa;^ always in the field ? hut 
hts predecetf r, General Ciavenhg, never 
Hincd ottt.ot Calcxifta, 

Tire uest charge was Mr. Anriol^ 
jt^re/icy, which Mr. Pat lb warmly 
fcrufed in the Honte, declaring, that 
whatever forriim^'Mr. Aurio) had made, 
he well dtlcivcd tvtiy . nijifce of it t 
that he had ^mdl h,*>i«ou''ahiy executed 
his commifijons 5 at.d that Mj . l lal- 
tings hadprtfcrwd a nation from peti/h- 
hy by Mr. Aui i.,>’s agency.. 

Ml. Put djo rani, that by no orher pol- 
fibie inea s coulil ilVe buiiueis have been 
done fo ecuO'inicaliy : tht te ta6ts vi(re 
'fully elfit'bhdlKd by the evidence ol the 
M inagers jPr td»- projrttttion. 

1,’hi; ^ rexl. chartre w-s Mr. Belli’s ' 
agency 'lor viduading F at William, 
which Mr*^Put had alio very Itrenu- 
oufiy dclei.ded; Sjod it turned out to 
he a Very fair trauibcljon lor the Com- 
p.ahy. . 

Mr. Ilaltmgs’s Coimfcl objected to 
fume evidence as to die profit cA Opium ; 
a»ui the Court broke up, having one 
through all cale as :o a w'alie of 

public moxuy. 

The teuioufiiers oi this day^s hufi- 
ni. Is was now y'ld then enliteretl w'i'h 
the. taken hy Mr. U 'ltints’s 

Ccunkl j and die oppv fa urn whuh the 
to dicfe exceptions, and 
Ibmeiimis relieved by the iiucrvtnaon of 
'veihal wrini’lfcs. , 

Among the latter was .\fr. Alexander 
Th' ‘die, a M mber of the Home ol Com¬ 
mons, who was called upon to pane the 
ra’‘e of coinmifijon between in‘5rcl'.a(.t and 
ineych.iTit in Jndia. This he itareci to be 
only ti^ve pfr ceni.) bur wh-n (.nils-ex¬ 
amined, he atknowiedgid that where 
there was rifque. it varied j and that 
there was always a ct aige of intticdt 
whrre »n;.-my was udvanerd, f/e laid, 
bfc had fcwtu ten years r'cdJtiu Ui 


and had forgot many of the partlcuf 
of thofe tianfa^Hons which Coun 
afked him to elucidate. Some of hi 
own letters, however, being produced, 
he then recollecSfed various Circum- 
Itances which had cicaped his memory j 
in particular as to the good quality of 
the rice. 

Sir James St. Clair Ei lkine .then in¬ 
formed their Loic.fiups he was happily- 
drawing to a conclurrm, having but 
one faif mure ?o tdabii/h, namely, that 
of the lol's which the Company luf- 
taihed by the 'ci nriMils which Mr. Haf- 
made contary to thecxprej's direction 
of hi* malfers* To prov^ this, he jftrould 
c-illMr.Wright, Auditor-Gtreral wf liWia 
Accounts, who had m.ade a juil calcula¬ 
tion of the vviiule an<l who would deliver 
in the fame upon oath. 

The firif qutlfion put to Mr. Wright 
■—“ What wiR thewholeiiinn paid by 
the EJift-India Comp in v to Mr. Sullivan 
for t^pium'*?''—was o»-'je 6 lcd to by Mg, 
Halling-.’s Coui.fel, and a long alterca¬ 
tion took place which laded until after five 
o'clock, Sir jaints, M»-. Burke, Mr. 
An(t< u.her, and Mr. Adams, contending 
that the opinion was nothing 

more rh^in the amoiinis of the debts and 
'credits cad'hp ar)(l a balance itruck—> 
whiid cm the ufhtr hand, Mr,. Law*, Mr. 
l>:dlas, and Mr. Ihomtr, argued that 
opinion w•a^ n<? evidence, and that in 
niaUer of account where there were 
varieties of ways to al'certuin a balance, 
the opinion of a wiineis was no proper 
tell imony. 

7'o this latter do 6 lrine Lord Kenvon 
ruhtenhed, and then their LordOiips 
aujourned to the upper Chamber of Par- 
ii ament. 

SEV£NTV-af.COND DaY. 

Monday, May 30, 

The Counlf'j for Mr. Huffings agreed 
to take the n tult of the fevend accounts 
from which the Jol^ of tfie Company on 
the leverd heads of the ch-nge was to 
h'e CO le 6 l'“d on rhe evidence of the Ac- 
fornptant General of the Indha Company, 
without giving in the accounts them- 
felve.s 5 and Mr. Wriglii? was called and 
examined acconlingly; 

bir Janes S^ Clair Evfkine then faid, 
that the Managers bad clofed the evi¬ 
dence, which It was ru.w his duty to 
funi up to their Lorcilhips. The Com¬ 
mons had brought forw\-.rij this charge 
of groi’s mifmanageiiient of the Com¬ 
pany's revenue for the piirj^fes of cor- 
lupiion;, ai^ wvil with a view to Jeter 

others 
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from committing the crime, its to 
he plea ot over-ruling necetTity, on 
^i/h the priToiier, it feemed, had refted 
defence of his othijr illegal adrU. If 
Ttich nectfUty had evter exited, ilitir 
Lordlhips wo(«ivl now fee from the evi¬ 
dence before them, tliat it waii the crea¬ 
ture s'f his own extravagance, and that it 
had its fource in corruption merely. 
They would fee that pairona^e had 
been invented, and moiiey lavilhed 
by him, fiift to ingratiate himfelf with 
perfons of great weight and authority in 
the Dire^itiou, and next to attach to him 
a body of faciious adherents in India, in 
order to fecure the continXiance of his 
own power, and iudeinnity for the abufe 
of it, [n proof of this fyftem, the Com¬ 
mons had feleCted only live articles. 
Had they been fo inclined, they might 
Jiave taken alrnolt every a6l of his admi- 
nifbatton ,• but thefe they thouglvt would 
be futficient for the great purpol'es of 
juftice, and he trufted they would ap¬ 
pear to their Lord/liips and to tne public 
to have leledled luch articles as were 
fulBcient to charaderize and illuihate 
the heads into which his fyllem of cor¬ 
ruption naturally branched. 

On the opium contraff granted to Mr. 
Sullivan in 1781, their Lordfhips had 
feen that the orders of the Direc¬ 
tors for adveriifing all contracts, and 
accepting of the belt terms offered, were 
clear and exp refs. Their orders were 
fpCGially intended to guard the iutereft 
of the Company againft favour or par- 
tiidity to particular peifons, and luch 
orders there could be no prcttxt fur 
dilbbtying* For a deviation lioni ^pli- 
tical infinuflibiis, there might indeed be 
feme excufe. Tlie circumlf,mces, it 
might be faid, which made tliole orders 
proper, were completely changed j and 
to deviate from them w,»s nor only com* 
mendable^ but necelfaiy. No Inch ex¬ 
cufe could be adedged for dilbbedience 
to orders of the other defeription, becaufe 
the principles on which they were found¬ 
ed were invariable. Yet thefe orders had 
been dilregarded by Mr. Haltings in al- 
jmolf every inftaiice. They were firft dil¬ 
obeyed in giving the Opium contrail toMr. 
Mackenzie without adveitifin^rit. T hat 
ail was expiefsJy condemned by the Di- 
reftors} and uotwitiilhncling that, the 
contraii was then given to Mr. Sulli¬ 
van on the lame terms without being 
advertiled, and for tour years inftead of 
one. From the Conlultations in evi¬ 
dence their Lordfiups would lee the ex¬ 
traordinary ciicundfancei which atlcml- 
Part iV, 


cd that Contraff; they would fee 
the Secretary to the Council, 
cullomcd as he mull have been to tl 
condlu< 5 f of the Govern or-General, wall 
fo nri ch lurprifed at the informality of 
this tranlii6llon, that he knew not how 
to put It into any le^ai fhape, and 
was under the neceffity of applying to 
Mr. Haltings for inUrufSion.-.-Mr. Haf- 
tings foon remv/ved all difficulties ; with 
a noble difdain of obft;icles that retard^ 
ed ordinary men, he directed, that the 
contra6fcr Ihould have an extravagant 
allowance, leaving the amount of that 
allowance to be afterwards afeertained^ 
and abolilhed entirely the office of in- 
fpe6lor, whole duty it was to atttend 
to the quality of the opium, becaufe 
a ve^y final I quantity of improper qua*^ 
Hty might diferedit the whole in the 
market, and render it unfsieable. 
J'he Counfcl for the priloner thought 
Jt of importancej that an opium con¬ 
tractor had laid, on his crofs^exa/riina- 
tion, that an infpe^for was an inconveni^ 
cnce to the merchant^ but their Lordlhip* 
would not be much furpriled, that an 
ofllcer whofe duty it was fo take cart 
thai a coniraiTor provided a maiketable 
cornmoditj', was thought an incon* 
venience by the contradlor. This con- 
traft was fold by Mf. Sullivan to Mr^ 
Benn, for 46,600!. and again by Mr.Benn 
to Mr. Young, for 69,136!. Mr. Bentl 
on one branch, which he kept in hi» 
own hands, got 7,000!. fo that the 
whole fum lolt to the Company was 
76,1361. for it was evident that the fame 
fum would have been as readily paid 
to the Company, as in thefe purchafe* 
from hand to hand. It wai fold too 
belore Mr. Sullivan had a legal right 
to fell, on the mere protnili of Mtd 
Halting^, a Ifiong prclumption of cor- 
ruprtui). The time at which this iofg 
was incurred w'asf material i in 1781# 
when Mr. Haltings, on pretence of ant 
empty treafury, thought it neceflltry to 
make a progiel’a to Benares to enforce thtf 
paymentofan unjuli demand of 50,000!,j 
at fuch a time it was that Mr. Hutings 
thought proper to bellow a much larger 
Aim on a friend and favourite* Whe¬ 
ther he was privy ro the lide and re-fale^ 
was of little moment, for he muft have 
kr.own that Mr* Sullivan could not 
execute ihe contra/rA He knew that 
Mr. Sullivan had been appointed Judge.* 
advocate, that Ife had been aflociatcci 
with himfelf in the toils of Empire, and 
aftually attended him to Benares^ f)tiia>< 
lions incompatibi« with the execution 
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contraft* But Mr, SulUvan was 
the Chairman of the Court of 
:ors, who were Chen every thing to 
Haiiings, To them he was to look 
the continuance of his power—for 
the ^rauficaiion of his ambition and his 
avarice—and> lalij notleafl, for impunity. 
His influence with them had been lb 
flrong 4IS to defeat n Refolution of the 
Houie of Commons for his removal. Xt 
was melancholy to lee the firll: offlv:cr of 
he Company at home, and their flrll 
officer aWoad, thus ^p^ombinin^ in a 
fyllcm of corruption, and fliaring the 
plunder between them.—-Mr. Haftinga 
was then dreaming of empire and fpoil 
in Benares j and it was not much that 
he fliould give a donative of 40,000!. 
to the young Caefar, whom he had adopt* 
cd his alTociate, being aboui: the fame 
fum which he himfeU received through 
the hands of Kelferam. But it was ne- 
«eflai^ to defeend from the throne to the 
counting-houfej and his next ftep was,* 
tinder a falfe allegation of a want of fafe 
for the opium, to engage the Company in 
a icheme of fmuggling it to China. The 
opium ought to have fold for 154,000). 
and produced only 3S,oooh The lofs 
on this tranfaftion was confequentJy 
ati6,oool. But taking only the prime 
coft, freight, and other charges, theiofs 
on Mr, Haftin^s’s own Ihcwing was 
5*j55iJ*> ^tt\d in this point of view it 
was evident, that he had completely fa- 
crificed a branch of revenue, which it 
v/as his conftant boaft that he had pro- 
diuced. His Counfel had gone into a 
‘tifeUfs examination, to Ihew what would 
have been the profit had all the Ihips ar¬ 
rived} but the iofs of lhips, or the ex¬ 
pence of infurance, were to be taken into 
the account ; and they were to compare 
what was ailually received with what 
might have been received, had the opium 
been fold in Calcutta, as it ought to have 
been. The feheme was not devifed for 
the benefit of the Company, but for the 
purpofe of remitting ill-gotten we.ilrh to 
Europe, which could not come through 
a fair channel, and accordingly it appear¬ 
ed, that thofe who divided the plun- 
dlcr of B'djegur, were lliarers in the 
loan opened for the purpofe of carry¬ 
ing it into The whole tranfa^lion 

was tin 61 ;ured witli private favour and 
corruption, and the lofs was owing as 
much to the iniquity of the detail, as to 
that of the general plan. 

The Bullock Coniraff was grant- 
ad to Mr, Johnfon iu ^717, againfl;, or¬ 
ders, for three years# ThU was Mr# 
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Haflings’s own aft, for after ftadng i 
lofs and inconvenience to the public f 
prelTing Bullocks whtn wanted, 
minute of Council he added, that a* b 
remft J>'> he joined in giving a Contraft to 
Mr. Johnfon, which fecured the public 
from lofs, and allowed a reafonahle pro¬ 
fit to the Contraftor, Yet after his ad- 
miflion, he gave a new Contraft to Mr. 
Crofts in 1779, at a much higher rate. 
Sir Eyre Coote had given an eiliimate of 
4074, asthe ncceffiry number of Bullocks 
if the whole army /hould take the field. 
Mr. Haftings contracted with Mr. Crofts 
for 6700* at fuch a rate as made an 
annual difference of 6o,oool. His Coun¬ 
fel had endeavoured tofliew, that the new 
contraft contained many provifions for 
the public benefit, which the old did not, 
Thefe provifions were ail for the benefit 
of the contraftor. By the former con* 
traft any number of bullocks might b* 
flrusk olf at one month’s notice. By th® 
new contraft, the whole number was to 
be paid for two years certain, and not 
reduced then but on fix months notice. 
He next contrived to make the reduftioo 
expenfive, by allowing half the prime 
coft .on bullocks reduced, and twenty-five 
per cent, on the whole capital employed, 
of which the cont»a6lor advanced only 
onc-fouitb---aud becaufe this was an in¬ 
tricate mode of reckoning, he changed it 
to an allowance of fo much per bullock. 
The date and circumftanccs of this 
tranfaftion were of important confidera- 
tion. In April 1779, Coote 

made an unreafonable demand of extra¬ 
ordinary allowances ; Mr. Haflings gave 
him three times as much as he "alked j 
and in September following Sir Eyre 
Coote propoiM this contraft, which, he 
owned, had been planned by Mr. Haf- 
tings before his arrival. It took place 
foon after the firft demand of 55,000!, 
a year on Cheyt Sing was realized ; fo 
that this uhjufl: and extorted fubiidy— 
extorted on pretext of the exigencies of 
war and an exhaufied treafury—was al- 
moft inftantly fwallowed up in an allow¬ 
ance to a favourite. When their Lord- " 
fiiips faw a Governor General breaking 
public treaties, and violating the condi¬ 
tions of Q private bribe, in order to put 
money iu the pocket of a creature of his 
own, they would be apt to think that 
there was fomething more dircftly per- 
fonal in the biifinefs than appeared upon 
the face of it. Orders were fent out to 
reduce this extravagant contraft j but in 
contempt of the orders, it was continued 
for three years and ten montliJs, with a 
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Ijid24-^,0001 By the terms of it, it 
be prob'tiget! to fix year*, unlcfs 
lioticc was n before the expiration 
of the bird y^^ar. This notice Mr. 

neglected to give, aJthoiigh all 
the ' ircumftaj ces were evidently before 
btm i anc< fcarcely had the term elapfed, 
when he entered into a bargain for re- 
Imqiiifihing what it was his duty to have 
put a {l.'p to without any bargain. H« 
paid ^,oooh for the Contra^lor’e ftock, 
•and then ^:onverted the coiuntl into an 
«gency at 17 per cent, commiffion. The 
lofsxjf theie was 10,900!. making with 
the former a total oF i<io,2 63l. He had 
fince faid, that contca^s were a bad 
mode of coiidu^fing the fupply of an 
army* He was generous of his ad¬ 
vice, when he bad no intcreft in the 
patronage 5 but aJmoft every objeiSlion 
that applied to acontrafl applied to fuch 
agencies as he had cftabli/hed. 

He came now to a tranla^fion which 
he opened with regret, but it was 
perhaps one of the mod unjultifiable in 
the government of India. Their Lord- 
fliips knew that the allowance to the 
Commander in Chief had been fixed at 
^oo«l, a year in lieu of all charges, 
making, with his falary of xo,oooi. as 
a Member of the Council, i6,oool, a 
year. To this fum General Clayering 
had ftriftly confined himfelf. Sir Eyre 
Coo e, fbon after his landing in 1789, 
propofed that certain large allowances 
fhould be confidered as devolving on 
him. The Council not reprobating 
this propofition, and pleading the exprefs 
orders of the Dire^fors, as they ought to 
have done, Mr. Haftingsfaid, “ Wecan- 
not give you thefe allowances, they arc in 
the poffeflion of anotiiei perldn, we will 
make another provifion tor youj’' and 
inltead of 8ocol, a year which he afkcd, 
gave him upwards of 20,000!. It was 
aftet this that SiivTyrc Coote brought 
forward Mr. H a dings’s corru)»t Bullock 
contraft j a ttrong inftance of the chain 
in which one corrupt a£l followed ano¬ 
ther, Finding tins fum inconvenient to 
provide, and dlfflctilt to account for to 
the Direaors, he charged it on the Vizier, 
on pretence of an expedition for the pro- 
teftion of his country. Their Lord- 
fhips had Iccn the treaty with that 
Prince, and the breach of public ftitb 
and private honour which followed it, 
Mr. Hahings pretended, that the allow- 
ance to bir Eyre Coote was charged upon 
him by his own content} but a letter 
from him in evidence, received the very 
ilay before that allowance was fo charged* 


fet forth the diffrefTes of his coud^ 
and the arrears due to his fervants 
two years paft f and ftated, that hit 
only conlblation had been the !u pe that 
the Company would enquire inio tht 
caufes of bisdiftrefs. W as it pofTiblc, 
after reading th: t letter, to imagine that 
fuch an additional burthen was fixed on 
him by his own confent ? ^ This charge 
v/as not only continued while t it pretext 
for it ) a (led, but for three ye? 
when Sir Eyre Coote was ferving in the 
Carnatic, and, as appeared, till the day 
of his death. Their Lorufbips had feea 
the letter of Mr, Crofts to the Refident at 
the Court of the Vizier refpe£fing the 
allowance} ami Mr. H*aftinga hatl faid 
at the bar of the lioufe of Commons, 
^'hat ‘‘he had no doubt but he gave 
Crofts authority to write that letter.’* 
This proved the degree of confi Jence 
which Crofts, the Bullock Coniraftor, 
poffelTed both with Mi. Haftings and Sir 
Evre Coote, and afforded a prclimiption 
of colhifion among the three parties* 
which unlefs Mr. Haftings could meet 
and deftroy, mull have great weight with 
their LordIhips. All the money extorted 
from the Vizier was ,in fa£l loft to the 
Company by the arrears to the troops 
in his pay, and deficiencies in the pay¬ 
ments which he was legally bound to 
make. The fum loft by this allowance, 
while charged on the Company, was 
12,314). and while charged on the Vizier 
7i,oool, making together 83,5i4l.Whcn 
their Lordfhips tluis faw corruption ori¬ 
ginating in the Council, could they 
wonder that the whole mafs fhould be 
dlfcafcd, and every principle of Govern¬ 
ment weakened and diffotved ? What 
check from fear of punifhment or lofs of 
charafter could be left on any man? 
what veftraint from plunder and pecu¬ 
lation but conlcience ? and how great 
'murt be the d inger when men were left 
with nofupport but their own virtue, and 
that vri rue neither chertfhed nor counte¬ 
nanced by their fuperiors? Accordingly, 
wherever corruption or mifcondu6f had 
been charged on the inletior fervants of 
the Company, they had never anfwered 
by fubmulion and promlfc of amend¬ 
ment, but by recrimination : “ If I have 
peculated in this inftance, you, my ac- 
ciifer, have plundered in that.—.If 1 have 
been concerned in one job, you have been 
engaged in two.** Thus charge had been 
anlweved by charge, and hence the evi¬ 
dence had been obtained, which enabled 
the Common* to bring thgfe enormities 
before their Lordfhipf, This ftnglear- 
L 5. tide 
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•efented a miniature of the whole 
life of Mr. Haftings. It exhi- 
fiiit an a^l of corruption, then a 
of treaty and extortion, and laltof 
all 8<h accufation againft Sir Eyre Coot*:*, 
lifter he was dead, and there was no 
danger of an anfwer. Mr. Haftings had 
faid, that he had Jent orders to difeon- 
tinuc the paynjent of thin allowance, but 
|:he ordtr was lent to the military com- 
ind|itry> who, he knew, had hetureriii- 
continued the payment, and not to the 
Vizier, by whom he knew the p^tyment 
was ftilf made. This was a mere fub- 
i:erfuge, to enable him more eafdy to 
faijsty the piredtors that he had done 
Something in obedience to. their com- 
*?rjands, although what he had done 
was father an infult than an of 
f>bedtenet*. The Directors had been 
perliapfe t«>o eafdy (atisfied on many oc- 
fahpns, but rheir corrupt facility was 
710 e^^cufe for their fervants, who cor- 
TUmea them. 

The next article was the agency of 
!jMr. Auriol. In Oeccinber 1780, he 
prop .lid to,'hipply ,M;Adias, and its tle- 
pemleivcies, with provifi'ons, His pro- 
pofa) was accepted, and the hrft uiter- 
Tuption to the execution was on the coin- 
pUmts from Bombay of tlie extrava¬ 
gant juice charged for rice, when they 
foulcl (Upi))y themiclvos ata mych cheaper 
rate, it was in evidence that he was 
appojpte*.! agent for ail the other P»er 
dfidencies j and a gentleman of extenliyc 
^pomifierciai dealings and h>gh charadler 
had been examined, who dated, that 
^ve per cent on the purchafe yvus the 
ufual commercial commidioM.“—Mr,Au- 
riol phai ged notjy/r but Jift^en per cent.not 
pnly on the purchu/e, buton the freight, 
»nd all other incidtruai expenceSj Cornr 
iniirp'n on the incider.tal expences was 
ynnKceffaiy, anti *all above five per cent, 
pn the juirchafej and by> this exorbi¬ 
tant cliaige the Cqrppany had loft 
34,1961 He had al(t> introduced a 
hdw iyfttm of acciumtar.tfhrp--. a lyilem 
of accouniingt not by vouchers, but 

l|ow thift pripciplt. came tobe in- 
troiiuct<i jn tiie mneantile trantailions 
of a Commercial C* mpany, it was notcafy 
fo conceive. It w-as a thing fp abfurJ 
as to admit of uo aggravation, from 
any mode of dating it, and could hav? 
bpn introduced for no puipofe but that 
of fraud and deception. Were a man 
tp come to their Loidilups? Bar, and 
fay, “ Her$ are my vouchers^ but you 
ftiali n^t look into them, I will be ac- 
tioujitablf anly on my honour vyoultl 


they not think that his honour, in thtl, 
fenfe was a lubftitute for his honejiy f 
In their Lordftiips’ boforns was the pure 
fanftuary of honour. They felt and 
cheri/bed the generous principle. To 
that pripciple tliey appealed untufpefiled, 
when other men mult appeal folemnjy 
to the Deity j ^nd he was furc they 
rnuft reprobate its degradation to pur- 
pofes fo bafe and vile, as that of paf- 
fing unauthenticafed accounts. The 
Dire^lors ftrd orders fo reduce the Com- 
miftion. Mr. Aiiriol generoufly olfeied to 
continue his Agency without any jiroftr, 
if he were but indemnified for the rifjc. 
Now the rifk vas all to the Company : 
every lofs was charged to their account, 
and the Agent allowed intefeft for 
money in advance. And after this r6- 
du 61 io)i Mr. Auriol, as appeared by the 
evidence, which had come out much 
Hr nger than the Managers expecled, 
charged tvjenty-Ji've per cent, on the pur- 
challe, and five pt:r cent, on the inciden- 
talcxpences. He accompanied his gra- 
tuitou'j offer with the condition that he 
was ftill to account upon honour. This 
naturally iiuiuccd a ftrong fufpicion 
of the former tranfaHipiis. Mr. Lai kin. 
Accountant General at Fort William^ 
having been ordered to examine Mr. 
Auiiol’s accounts, obferved, in the 
grave and fopmal itik of irony, “ that, 
he found them correct in tlu* additions 
and calcuiations 5 but the agent being 
uf>on honour with refpe^l to the fums 
charged for the articles fupplied, he did 
not think himiclf authorized to require 
any voucher of the I'uins clraiged for cle^ 
murrage of floops, &c. On ihe fame 
ground he lhou^;ht huirfelfboond to ad¬ 
mit the fums vtkn wledged as received 
for tjie ialts of goods returiied, vvirhout 
requiring vcuclvers of the rues at which 
they were Ibid.’* Would not ary man 
think that this report was made with a 
view of ridiculing the whole rrunla6fion ? 
It was a great aggravation, that tins 
agency was given to fupply a province 
a)n[iv>ft jierifinng by famine, and where 
not only rice was wanting, but money. 
Thus the treafiny of Fort St. George 
was diamed in a time of di ft refs, and 
a monopidy eiucled for the btMiefit of 
an in :ividual, which prevented com- 
perinen, and flopped all the natural chan¬ 
nels of fupply. 

It iiad been thought necefTiry for the 
defence of Bengal to eftabiilh a depot pf 
ftoresand provilions. This General Cla¬ 
vering, who was refponlihle for the de-r 
fence of the province, had always op- 
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; and when adopted, the allowance 
/the Agent was the fubjefit of much 
ibate ill the Council. It was.agreed 
to jet’er the decifioiv to thole merchants. 
Their report was twelve per cent, for re- 
placnig (lores damagetl or,decayed, five 
percent, commlfllon, and three per cent, 
tor/ervantf.—in all twenty percent. Mr. 
Croft?, the Bullock Contra^Slor, Wvas oiie 
€>f the referees, and could not be fuppoied 
hoftiU to the views of Mr. Haltings. 
Yet after this report, Mr. Hallings pro- 
poled and gave an allowance of thirty 
per cent. Were the cafe to reft on this 
alone, the extravagance of the allowance 
would be llrong evidence of corruption. 
Xh«ir Lordfiiip^ would find, in the Mi¬ 
nutes of Council^ on this the 

Ifrifteft principles (of ceconomy and pro¬ 
priety recorded by tbofe who oppoltd 
fuch profurion j and Mr. Haftings, to 
lave appealances in Tome degree, under¬ 
took that Mr. Jk'liis the agent ftiould keep 
accounts, and refund iuch part of the 
allowance as the Dire<ftors ftiould think 


too much, Mr. JRellis, who was his pri- 
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thefe Contrails if he could, 
tfngshnd in Ibme degree avowed 1 
pole. He had laid, that when be law"* 

I'yHematic oppofition to every meafure 
by which an mdividual might eventually 
be bciitlited, it was natural and juft to 
put thofe who had done him fcrvice out 
of t he power of his enemies^ Like the 
urjulf Steward, he was making fiknd^i 
of the unrighteous Mammon, in lippcs 
that when deprived of his ftewardftiip, 
fome part of it would revert to hinildf. 

Having.gonc through the feveiai ijeada 
of the Charge, he recapitulated the lofs 
to the Company on each. 

On the Opium Contra<J:t - ' 

On the Smuggling to China * 54,55c 
On the Bullock Codmuft - a5a,z63 i; 

On Sir Kyre Coote’s Allowance ^531,314. / 

On AumoI’s Agency - • '34,39(5 

On Beliib’ Agency . 3lj^43» i 


vate Stcieiaiy, did keep accounts, and 
in which Lorifttips would fee a 

charge of io,o6oi, for articles too rni- 
jfiute to bs enumerated. They w'ould 
allb fee that the lofs on replacing ttores 
in two years amoifinted only to 4,cool* 
and that the ailowanre of twelve per cent, 
or. this head would have been 10,700!. } 
ib that on the terms piopofed by iheCcin- 
iirictee of Meichants, there would have 
ibten a nett profit of 6,700). Mr. Hal¬ 
ting s next propoled to conveit this 
agency into a coniracl, which lie did for 
five ytnrs, on the memorable 9th of An- 
guil t7^9i^'the lame day on which he 
C:oncllifted the iJullock Cortrw^il. This 
was juft, at the time when Mr. Haftings 
thought his power on the eve of dilluiu- 
tion j wlien he feemed to fay, “ What 
ftriallj dole make the iniichiefs of my 
government as irtiting as 1 can ? I wdl 
fixtlicexpencesof iny fyiU m by toi.tiitb’tt', 
i will put a I'petdy rdorm beyond the 
power of my iuccelfors : I will leave 
them opprell'fd with expences which I 
havp created, to cat the bitter bread 
which I have prepared, and tobeinfulred 
by the claims of my dependants, who 
will have all the prott6lion of law tofiip- 
port jobs, and v^'ho will, perhaps, have 
gratitude enough to allow me a fhare in 
the profits/' Such appeared to have been 
the workings of his mind. It was no 
pew inference from his condui^t. ft was 
311 inference made by Mr. Francis at the 
time, who faid, that were he to I'ucceed 
^9 the Qoyernmenr, he would afide 
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He had coUe£led the ieverai films into 

one total, for the purpoie of ftie^ing, ! 
that when Mr. Haftings, by the plurider ?■ 
of the Be^,um8, and all the mals of ini¬ 
quity that attended jr, obtained 500,000!* 
he had iquandeied a greater luin m live >> 
inltances only. He had already fbewn, > 
that by the Bullock Coiitrud he entailed 
a greater annual expenct than the 
amount of the lubfuiy u. juftly 
from Cheyr Sing, and reduced iiis luc* 
celfor to tile* alternative < f providing lor 
that txpence out of the ordiniry reve¬ 
nues, or of continuing , a Aibfuiy cou- 
tvary to public faifth. His plea fonnanyof 
his oppi tiTIve a^fswas State nece/fi»y,But 
he was not to avail liimitif of a necef.. 
fiiy which he had created by corruption. 

TtiC Commons had now prein.tei! ^ com* 
pletr piiSture of the goverpiiunt of Mr. 

Till ihis Chaige was In evi¬ 
dence, it w'as not Ccinp^ete, Itwasnovr 
in hill proportion and in pr ptr culours. 

Ill the confidence that they had done all 
this, that they had done all that was re- 
Ciuifitc for (ubftantial julfice, and redreVs 
of wrong, they bad been cautious of de- > 
featmg their end, by too curious a pur- 
iuit of all that they might have pur(ued„ 

In the two fir ft Articles, thry had 
fliewn his tyranny and want of faith j iiq 
the third, his perfonai guilt in raking 
money forhimfelf j and in the laft, they 
had met his defence of State neceftity, by 
ihewing thar, if neceftity exifted, it waa 
tlic confequence of corrupt prodigality ^ 
that it was the confecpiencc of Turns ia- 
vifhed to attach a party to his intereft, 
to enable him to defy the law, and fecure 
wealth foully gotten by foul means. In 
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jj^rp/fVciuton they had many difHcuI- 
and nnift lee thecon- 
it with Tome ratisfa< 5 tion— 
when the talk of invcftigation was trans- 
ferrCil to tbeir Lordlhips, when they 
•were to complete and confirm the exer¬ 
tions of the C««inions to improve the 
Government of India, to give to the na. 
«ives peace and property, and fecnre the 
pwhlic viriwe of tneir own covintry a^ainfi 
the contagion of evil example. 1 he 
»i>proach of ibis period they law with 
pleafure, with the fulleft confideitce in 
th»iir JLordlliip$* honour, and firmly per- 
fuaded that their decifion would convince 
thofe who fecm to think tarn fane• 

iutn quod non -violarif nihil tarn tnundum 
^stod non expu^nari pecunia pojit —that 
it was neither to be invaded by tear, rvor 
undermined by influence. To their 
JLordilyips the Commone now committed 
the p! ifoner; to their Lordfiiips they gave 
the opportunity of confirming the opi¬ 
nion which the world entertained of their 
judgment and their juftice. They had 
not fhrunifc from the obloquy of the 
profccutfon. They had lifiened otdy to 
the fuggeftipns of duty to the people of 
Great hritain, whofe intercll it was that 
coniiplion fiiould be reprclfed, and the 
jpeopte of India proteded not plundered, 
governed not opprelfed. 

Mr, Burke now addrefled the High 
Court in uwery (hort Ijreech. He faid, 
that all the Mana£;crs here clofed their 
Charges. They did not proceed to any 
other of the Articles, and they approached 
this day with a mixture of confidence 
and I'olicitiide-—confidence in the jullice 
mF their caufe—ard folicitude that the 
hightll: Court which the Conftitution 
knew wotild vindicate, not merely the 
jH-inciples of Government, but the dif- 
petdations of Providence; and would 
llicw, that the tcrriiory fp remote which 
Providence had lubjedted to thedominon 
of Great Briti\in, our Government had 
cnergv and ability to prote^I and cbtrilh} 
t—to fhj^w that the jinuSfionof two coun¬ 
tries fo remote, was not unnator.d and 
monltjoufa—out of the fettled order of 
things, and productive only of evil and 
calamify to both—but that the principles 
pf our Confiitution liad lucli vigour and 
aftivity, that the arm of Britilh jullice 
could extend even to the nmfi dilf-int re¬ 
gions of the earth, and rnanifelt the dig¬ 
nity,, the power, and th« parental ftclings 
of the country. They approached this 
♦lay, wheit they were to ceale from their 
labours with fatisla^lion-T-not hecaufe 
they were fati|;ued with the duty—-not 


hecaufe they fbrunk from the other parts 
of the Charges which they originally 
brought tv> their Lordlhlps bar—but be- 
caufe they were ardently folicitous that 
the unhappy becaufe guilty ntan (the 
.prifoner at the bar) might come to hU 
defence—that the juftice due to his 
crimes might not be delayed—and that 
their Loidfhips might be relieved from 
the feverc part which they had to fulfil 
in this national proiecution. The life of 
man neceflarily fliortened their labonrs*- 
they were really .anxious tobrjng it to a 
conclufion, and they yielded a cheerful 
obedteni e to the Honourable the Houfe: 
ol Commons in here clofing their accu- 
fiitions, and calling oh Warren Haftings 
for his Defence. 

What new mode of defence be meant 
to let up, he was Utterly at a lofs to an¬ 
ticipate. The prifoner's life had been 
diverfified with alternate crime and apo- 
logy i for even when in the meridiaq of 
his career, every a6l of his life was a 
crime againfi the orders of his employers; 
and he was immediately called on for an 
explanation, and an apology.-—Such bad 
been his courfeof hfe, and in every mea- 
fure he had been condemned by bis em¬ 
ployers, and reprimanded, until now, 
that he was brought to the Jaft agonizing 
firugglc, fokmnly accufed, impeached, 
tried, and convi6led, by the Commons 
of England. It was here, as. he had 
faid, that his had been a life of Im- ' 
peachment—for his trial had not begun 
with the Charges brought to their J>ord- 
fhips bar. His whole life had been fpent 
between the commilfion of trimes, and 
the defence of them. Never was man, 
in truth, lb prompt and ready with his 
defence-—or who changed the form of his 
defence with fo much facility. 

When an enquiry was made by the Of* 
ficers of the Crown into his conduH, hfl 
came forward with an apology. ^And 
when the Moufe of Commons took up the 
bufintis, and took it up in the faireft way, 
having all the Charges againfthim, to¬ 
gether with all hia apologies under their 
confideration, and when they were me- 
thojlizing and putting them into forrn, he 
came forth unalkcd v/ith another »n- 
fwer. This was delivered by himlelf-— 
dctailod---divided---ai>d arranged nn- 
der fpecific heads. They were read to 
the Houfeby his confidential friends. But 
no Iboncr were tire. Charges brought to 
their LordOiips* Bar, than he came forth 
aga'in, and defired to falfify every de¬ 
fence he bad made, to remove them from 
their Lordlhips’ tablc--and that they 
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M confidcr hm «3 liaving made no 
nee at al), 

ow he i« to make his iaft defence—the 
,^^fcnce which he mult (land to—and be 
xonfclVed he was anxious to hear what 
that defence could be. He complained 
«f the hard language which had been 
ufed againft him in the couiTe of the pro- 
fecution. Hard language, was a mode 
of accufation which would do him no 
harm^ for, unlefs fupported by hard fa^ts, 
abufive words would recoil on him who 
jdetl them, and would pafs like empty 
1 aJr over the head of an innocent man* His 
defence would Ihcw whether the words 
which had been ufed were defamatory or 
not—and the Managers how called upon 
him for hi« defence. They called upon 
him in the name of the Commons* Houfe 
of Parliament—-they called upon him 
In the name of the Commons oi England 
to make his defence. The Managers 
would not detain their Lordfhips by any 
enumeration of the Articles, cr of the 
points which they had proved. They left 
them to their Lord/kips. They called 
tipon the prifoner for his defence, rei’ervr 
ingonly to themfclvcs, their known and 
iinquettionable right of replying to hia 
defence, of calling evidence if they 
Ihould think piopn —and this right, in 
its full and unqualified degilee, they 
claimed for thtmiUves in the mnu of the 
Commons Houle of Parliament, and of 
all ihe Commons cd’ Great Britain. 

Here the Honourable Managers clofed 
the prolecution. 

Lord fCenyon, who fat as Speaker of 
the Court of Irt\peachir»enr, faid to Mr. 
Haftings, that it was now his time fo 
,make his defence. 

Mr. Haftings laid, that the Petition 
which he had taken the liberty to prefent 
to their Lord/hips fiili lay before them, 
and as th ey had not yet condefeended to 
give their anfwer to its prayer, he was 
led to cherilh a hope that they might pof- 



fibly grant it. It was highly 
to him, in his prefent fnuatiort, t 
fhould learn their Lordfliips’ pieafu 
bis Petition, that he might conform htni 
felf thereto in preparing his defence. At 
any rate, he humbly fupplicated their 
I.ordrtiips, that thev would indulge him 
with appearing at lead: one day more at 
their bar this year. He made hisrequeft 
in the event of their Lord/hips refufing 
the prayer of his Petition, and hetrulleci 
they would not think it prefumptuous 
or unreafonable. 

defence htd been anticipated, and 
remaiks made upon it, in a way whick 
he could not confidtr as perfe&y fair* 
He would content himfelf for a moment 
with this fingle obfervation—that he 
would not attempt to julfify his affs by 
the plea of State neceflity. Though the 
necelTities of the Bengal Government, 
when under hia care, were many, vari*** 
ous, and urgent, he would not place 
his defence on that giound; but would 
Ihew, to the pure and perfe^ conviilioti 
of their Lordlhips, that the mcafures fo 
vehemently afperlcd, were individually 
foiinded on honour, probity, and juilic« 
—and that they were confonant with the 
fpii it and principle of the authority arid 
iidlrii6lions with which ho was invefted. 
If he failed to prove this, the harlh 
and hard terms which had been ufed 
againft him he muft acknowledge to 
bejult. 

As it was neceflary for him to paufc in, 
the prefent moment, I.e again foHciie*! 
their Lorddiips' indulgence"that he might 
be permitted to appear at leaft one day 
more during the prefent Seffion at their 
Lordfhips* bar, and he would anxicully 
wait for their anfwer. 

A mtlTige was lent down from the 
Lords after titcy returned to their Cham¬ 
ber of Parliament ♦, that they would lit 
again on Thurlday next. 

Sp.vJSNTy- 


* Oo the following day, XursDAV M\r 31, Lord King rofc, purfoant to thu 
notice had given this day,, and begged leave to call their Lordfhtps* attention to a ' 
fabjedl which he coiifidered of tlie greaicft magnitude and imporrance, not on account 
of the individual who Xv.ns moft interefted in it, but as if rfuienally concerned their 
Lortilhips and every fubjea in this country. He faid, that on a former day. he 

had the honour of prefeming a Petition* from Mr. H.ifbogs; which, although it lay 
upon the table, dill he could not fay had entirely elcaped their Lordflij/'is'* attention j; 
he muA again brlug the prayer of it under difeuftion. He then expatiated on the 
great length ot the trial, the hard/hipj rhat the prifoner muff have futfered, and the 
uncerLunty of the p<?npd: when it would b.; ended. He was aware that ohjea^ons might 
be made to the motion be intended to bring forward, on account of the probahta*duration i>f 
Mr. Haflixigs’s defence; but in order 10 do away tJwfe, and clear up that piint, he would, 
with the leave of the Houfe, jread a letter which he had received from Mr. Hafbngs on 
Unit fuhjwa, gccafioned, as it flatcd, by his having given notice of his motion for this day: 

^ Jfor which the tcadcr ii referred to pa'gi 67. 

3 ^? 


dpfeKifi^ 



^Wc^^iaeiicc for the Impeachment being 


^^itrtviTt.Ttti»D Day* 
i i'Tmvk so AY, June 


t J 


£!S his defence. 


Mr, Haf^lngs rofe, and intreatcd the In 
dulgence of their LordOiips to allow him t< 
read from his notes what he wilhed to ofFc 


Ion 



the principal part of the letter was refpeefling the time which he wnulJ rcijuire to make hij 
defence j which, wiihoot meaning to enter into any thing like a compromife, he woold limit / 
to fourteen days; or iff the Hpufe would not agrefe to that, to feven^ being extremely anxinu# 
to have the trial fmifhed before this feshon of Parli-iment was prorogned. His Lordfhip 
•adJed a few move ohfervafioiu, and concluded by moving, ** That an humble addrefs 
be prefenterl tt) his iVIajefty, praying, that he would bti gr.icimifly pleafed not to pro¬ 
rogue the prelent parlii:nient until the Trial of Warren Hafiings, Efq. was brought to a 
conclufioiu 

liord Grenville faid, he felt it to be his duty to rife as early as poflible, and give his 
direOl opp jhtion to the Noble Lord’s motion for many weighty reafons, fonje of which he 
wonUI ftate*.o :;he Hullfe as Ihorily as poflible. In the firii place, heconfrdcred any fuch addref* 
as that rrlovedby the Noble Lord, as art infringement upon the King's Prerogative, which the 
«i» cumflaoce it ref.M red to by no means warranted j and in the next, if their Lordfhips were to 
agree to this addrefs, it could in no degree be attended with the cflfedt which thofe whofrartied 
it intended it Ihc iiid; and as to the propofition of limiting to a certain number of days, weeks, 
or any paificulav period,Mr.Haflings’8 defence, it was too abfurd to be attended to for a rnoment j 
and if it bud been a pradlicable thing, vvould it not be an iufuit upon the dignity of the Houfe^ 
and the honour of their Lordlbips, were they to enter into any fuch compromife, by whatever 
name it might be called, as that propofed by the Noble Lord for the prifoner ? He had 
laid, even if it was praHiciible, but certainly no man couUi fay it was. How did Mr, 
Haftings know .ilje queltions in evidence that his defence might occafioti on the part of the 
Houfe of Commons, or the delays that their Lordflilps might think neceflary to examine and 
argue the nature of fuch qiieftions ? This furely the prifoner could know nothing of j and their 
Lordflups well knew that great part,of the delay which had taken place was occafi’oned by the 
various queftions that arofe in. the (jourfe of the trial, which required to feed]fed (Ted in their 
l.ordfhips'^Houfe, and obliged them to Interrupt the proceedings for tlie time.—Was itridtpofll- 
ble, or rather, was it not very probable,, that many queftions of that nature would occur in ther 
future proceedings in that buftnefs ? And would any man, after this, treat that vague idea of 
fiiiiHing it in a limited number of days, vyith any thing elfe but contempt ? So much he had 
laid only as to the pollibiliry of the propofal ftated by the Noble Lord j but when he was 
to fpeak of the dignity, of, wlnt was ftill of more confequence, the jnftice of making fuch 
a compromife with a prifouet* at their bar, fo as to oblige him to confine his defence to a certain 
number of days, when it wasfcarcely poflible that he could ftate any thing like a refutation ta 
all that he had been charged with, he was fure their Lordlhips would Ihudtler at the idea of 
pafliog judgment either one way orotVer upon aperfon to whom they had not given an opportunity 
to defend himfelf, after having been accufed in the moft foleron and ferious .manner.--All this 
however rcfpedled their Lordlhips merely j but were the Houfe of Commons to be left entirely 
out of the confideration ? Might not they, by their Managers, alfrrt iheir claim of replying 
to the defence of Mr. Haftings ? and mighc they not go ftill further, and ailert their claim to 
call more evidence in th?t reply, as well as to comment upon, or refer to any evidence that 
h,«d formerly been given? biicli a claim the Commons certainly hadj there were pre¬ 
cedents of its having been made, and there was no reafon to think in this inftance, 
that if the Houfe of Conmions thought it requifice, they would not aifert it in their reply. 
WU« then could have the coimdcnse t« fay,, that the defence or reply would be finiJhed in 
a certain number of days, weeks, ur months ? 'Iheir Lordfhips knew well, that on fome of 
the Charges, the fpeeches extended to filch length, as to occupy their Lordfhips” .attention for 
days } and this he did not mention as ridicule, becmfe the trial was certainly condu<i;led by 
men of as much ability, infoinracion, and conftituticnal knowledge, as any tri. I c»uld be y 
and therefore, had they not rhotight it abfcinlely necclTary to purfue the line which 
they followed, they would isot have done it. Ifpon the whole, after a variety of obferra- 
tions upon the fubjed of the addrefs, and the numbeilefs inconvcoicncts that would attend 
fucfi a mode of procedure, he contended, that agreeing to it would be an irfringement on 
the prerogative of the Crown, in a manner that ivas improper, if not wrong j and upon a 
point, that of pioroguing Parliament, in which, of all others, they had the Itaft right to inter¬ 
fere, and particulaiiy when their Lordfhips mult fee that it was delegating (bat prerogative 
to feveral di^erent powers, none of whom hail the imaUeft right to cxcrcife it. It wa& 
nothing Ihon of vtfiiOg the King’s prerogative in Mr. Haftings, in the P4;in3gers, in the 
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Houfo of Commoms, and in their Lordlhips, ibcrehy making the Parliament camplrtely 
independent of the Crown with regard to its O'A-n exiftence j an'encroachment upon tlie Royal 
prerogative, which it would be no lefs impro|>er Chan it woidd be mdecent to undertake. 

Earl Stanhope, when he came down to the Houfe, did nor mean to have h«id a word in thirf 
debate, nor would he bavenleii; but for the very extraordinary and weniderful dotiinhe Which' 
his Noble Friend atid Relation had laid down, in what he had juft now laid. Their Eordfhins 
had been told, what he never would hear with pa-.iience, or pafs in filetice, ti^ar the), or the 
other Houfe of Parliament, 'had no right to advife the King upon the exercift of any of his 
prerogatives; a dotftiine which was of the moft mlfcbievons lendtincy, and ought no toonor 
to he heard than reprobated; and his 1* irdfhip undertook to convince fheir LordfbipSj if any' 
doubt could remain among ft them on that point, th.it wh:it the Nobie Secretary had faid on 
the impropriety ofParliament giving their heiVadvice to the Throne, was a very unconftituC!on.d 
way of fpeakitig in that Houfe. As to the objed of the prefent addrels to Ihnrcea the Trial of 
Mr. Haftlngs, he believed every body wifhed it as much as he did; though, perhaps, all of llieir 
Tordftiips had not madeit their bufinefs to attend that Trial 'oconrtantly as he had done, having 
never been five mioiues abfent from it. Hfi had afked Mr. Hafiings Counfel feme days ago, 
what time the defenre would require, and they could not tell him; upon which he certainly 
had determirtcil to vote againfi^fany iddref.; for the continuance of the kffion until it waa 
concluded; now, however, be liad changed his mind, when he heard the Noblt- Lord fiate, 
from the heft authority, that it would only require (even days, if their Lordftiips thought proper* 
not to grant more : from this, therefore, he w.is inclined to vote for thu jddt els, bu; at the 
fame linic thought that it might be amended, fo as to be more likely to meet with the 
concurrence of both fides of the Houfe; the nmenumtnt ho wduld prnpafe was, that the 
Parliament might not be prorogued uniil Mr, Haftings had finifhed his defence. 

Lord MulgraVe n-plied to Lord Stanhope in a fpeech of cbnuder.ible length. 

Lord Hawke faid, it was feldom that he troubled their Loidfhipi^, and he did not mean to 
detain the Houfe long on ilW prefent queftion.—He certainly agreed with the Noble Earl, 
that the Houfes of Parliament had a r.ght to advife, tfiough not to dilate to the Crown; and 
upon fuch occaftons it had been ufual when an addrpls, like the prclenc, was prtfented to the 
Throne, to have for anCwer, that his M ijeliy Ind received their addrefs, and would be gracioufiy 
pleafed to t;»ke it into confideration ; and this had generilly been accompanied with his defire 
to proceed in the bufinefe to winch the addrefs related, with all convenient difpatch. With 
the leave of the Noble Lords who hrid fpoken before him, he would move an amendment, tp 
leave out all the words after Thu an,humble addrefs,” and that there be inferred other 
words, fo that the motion thus amended Would Hand, That an h'unnWe adc'refs be prefented 
to his Majr.ily, humbly to ftate to I is Mnjcfty, that the Commons having clofed their evidence 
upon the Trial of Warren Hattmgs, Efq, and this Houfe being dedious to proceed to the 
hearing of his defence, this Houfe humbly requefts that his Majeity vi'ill bo pleafed to cak« 
the fame imo his Royal confiderytion,'’ , . 

Earl Stanhope and Lord King, approving of the amendment, withdrew their motions, with 
f the leave of the Houfe, end the quertion being put. 

The Marquis of Lanfdowne role. He laid, he knt-w nothing of an Intention to move fuCh 
an addrefs as tlwt now before their Lordfhips, until he faw by the ncwfpaper l..:t morning 
the notice iliat had been given of it. In his mind, none of the Nnble Lords w'ho had yet 
fpoken in the debate had taken up xh^ hnfinets in a proper point of view. As to the 
extraordinary doadne that the Noble Socretary had introduced into the debate, Rating, that 
Iheir Lordfhips and the other Houfe bt P.)rliamcn: had no right to advtfe his Majefty on the 
exercife of his prerogative to ditfolveor prorogue Kariiament, ir was an affeitiori ihat few would 
hwe made in that Houfe, and which ht fcarcely, at his •ime of day, cxpeacd to have heard 
from a Minifter in his place ; but as ihar part of his fpe<ich harl been very prdperly and fully 
anfwered by the Noble Earl, be would not fay a fmf;lc word more upon it, farther than that if 
it was admitted, and Mmifters were allowed to come down to the Houfe with fuch arguments, 
It was ncedlefs for their Lordfhips to meet or deliberate upon any fabjeft of importartce to 
the country, as moft m.atters of importance might he fomehow cotmeiftcd with the idjfal 
prerogative; and whether d was to point out the ruinous confequeaces of k Ruffian war-*^ 
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_ iancc prefent felTion, Ineverihe- 
>fU^ve it to have i^ecn an indi.ilptfnc« which 
sTi^f Xyrdihips wovli), if you have 

(,:gf^mcd} but which it waiS'inot in your power 
:o grant, with'.'uit f^ch a fmdm as ua 


individual, fupportfid even )by th^ dali'^ 
juftiew, in a Trial wldeh is become of fu. 
magnitude and conftqnence as to sttraiJl it. 
a‘'.efUion and alarm the huereffs of thoufands, 
could not expctSl; and I do ibefetore, with 

the 



thc 'necBfrity for cfkabhdiirjg a pespa-—or any olj'.er burmefs of equal conreqnenCe to thisf 
ijoontry?, where'tlie ad vice of Parliament miglit bo ufeful ;irtd proper, the Minirtors would tell 
them, ** You iiave no rtgh*^ to intorfeio with the King’s prerogative i in t)or opinion, our own 
conduiSl has not occafioned clrcunaftaoccs that warrant your advice?” and thus, inflead of 
calling together Parlianioht upon any great emergency, the prefent I\i|inifters meant to introduce 
n new method, and fe^d them ab>ut their bufinefsas an ufelefa and troublefonio body, whem 
tlif.y had much wiirlc upon their hands, which they, no doubt, could carry on much better 
'•vilhout any Parliament: this he took to be the precife ftate of the Woble Lord’s doctrine.— 
A& to the Impeachment, he was forty (bat Noble Lords, both to-night and on t^e queffion 
«rf Abatement, feemed to have a great de,rl too much feeijng and confjderation for Mr* 
Haftings j and regretted much, that any pofltbibty of bringing the Tcwl to a fpeedy cooclufiori 
would dcpr.ve him of making fo proper and ample a defence, as the^ifhed him to have aq 
opportunity of doiog"^ Niav, with all clue fubmiOion to their fuperror judgment and 
humanity, ha thought he might, witln^ut any greiU danger to Mr. /Jafiings",’ or the caufa of 
jufVtce, luggeft, that if he w.:»s content to finifh l>i$ defence in <\ given time, he and his Counfcl 
might be allowed to know whether fuch a proceeding wa> likely to be of ftrvioe to his cauf«i 
or not.—At any rate he could nm avoid faying, that by making fuch a propofaj, Mr. Haftings 
feemed to have a confcicHifnefs and reliance upon his own innocence, which induced him even 
trull his defence, fuch as it might be m thefhort time he was tii make it, not only to their 
Lordrtnps, but open to die reply of the Managers, and cfpecially if, as the prefent morion 
Hated, the defence only was to be made this h ilion, and that and the accufation to be in their 
jpofTifTioii all the intermediate fpace j which he owned was certainly, however unfavourablfc 
ox otherwife to Mr. Haiftings, a much fairer way of making up their miiiUs and preparing for 
thefolemn lafk of judgment, than from any notes that they might have taken at different times 
sn the courfe of the Trial, He faid, there w^s one point with regard to the whole of ihia 
long-continued perfecatioii.—(Here Lord Hardwicko called tht; Noble Lord to order, ahd 
afked, Whether it w as dec;int to apply fuch an exprefljonto the Trial and Proceedings of both 
Houfes of Parliament ? —The Marquis faid, he would call it profccucion then, if the Nolile 
^ord preferred the word; but) what be nn«;uu to fay was concerning a point wherein ihq 
condudl of Ihofe of the prefent Adminiftratlon who had taken part in fiip|H)rting this 
"?mpeachnrient, «»p}ieared to him to he inconrillent; which was, that it was notorious that tlws 
vciy fame incafut es and fyllem of Government for which Mr, Haflings had undergone this long 
protra^ed Irird, were now pnrtuing in Ind'a, approved by the Governnnenc there, and 
fanaionnd by the Board of oniroul at' home. As to the Gommods, he thought if their 
Lordfbips were as clear of the propriety to conclude the bufinefs as fpeedily a.s pofJible, they 
would certainly agree to this addrefs. The Commons bad exhibited Twenty Ar-.icles againli 
Mr. HaCliu^s, and were now content to fum up an<l hnitb tlicir profec.utiou, when only Four 
had been thiough. As to their claim'of reply, ^nd bringing evidence after chedefetuie 
ivas concluded, though he did not rn<ian to fay that there would* be no fuch claim, he thought 
the lefs it was rnfifled upon the Ixfttvr, and t!»at it was a claim not to be allertcd before any 
ether Court in the kingdom in any criminal cafe, exv-ept in the cafe of Impeachment. And 
certainly, he concluded on this point, if it had ever been a claim founded either do juftice or 
reafoii, it would have l>e«n introduced into the ilnnrts below j for, iii his mind, there was little 
diflerencf to the fuhjedl, whether he was to be tried in that Houfe or any where clfe. Having 
treated the condudl of Miniflry with a good deal of afperity, he faid, that it mufl appear obvious 
to every perfon acquainted with the prefent fituation of this aftd other countries, that tlw 
. 5 mpe-chmeut h<id nothing to do with thd prorogation of Parliament j iher» were oibet reafons 
for atljourning; they knew the anxiety and alarm that prevailed all over the country } they 
knew that wt had .a fleet ready to fad at the fboitefl notice, and that the country was likely 
either tn bcluddctdy embroiled in a rninolis and burthenfome war, or additionally loaded with 
Che expence oi' fruitlefs armaments, to hack the mockery of their bullying threats and 
demands j all whichthey bkewife knew muft induce the people, and thofe whofeduty it is 
ro watch ever their interttfls, to tflaive tome enquiries that would not be either pleafant or 
profitable to their rid cUlou.s, wild, and mifiaken politics. Knowing this, they had wifely 
determined to prorc^ne Piirljament; and by tliofe means get rid of all enquiry, tlie t efuU of 
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(ttiort patient an 4 fefp«£iful fubmiflion, 
t» your ilfitermination. 

I am thankful for your allowance of this 
tidy in adUrtion to the prefeot felTion.—I 
hope In fuch a manner to avail myTelf of it as 
to compenfatc to your Lortlfli'ps no hfs tluln 
to rayfelf for thfs trouble of this (hort attend¬ 
ance, and to induce your Lordfhips (o pul an 
end Ipeedily, and for ever, to my long and 
unexampled proreciuion. 

** It was not my intention, had your Lord- 
fhips complied with the prayer ot rtiy pe¬ 
tition, to bring a laboured defence before you, 
applied to every alitgition in the Articles of 
the profcGution. Neither could I hope thut 
your Lardflups would endure the time which 
would be rcquiffd for it; nor could I, if I 
would, produce all the evidence which would 
be uccftffary for fuch a mode of defence.— 
Of thirty‘four gentlemen who compofe the 
lift of witneffes, whom I had originally I'e,. 
lected for examination, to the diflerent and 
fucc< (Tu'ft aliegaciuns of the charge, fonoe are 
dead j, fome leturued to iheir fervice in India j 
others, after an annual, hut fruiiU’fs and dif- 
heartening attcdVdance, dirperfeiPin unknown 
parts of tbefe kingtioms, or, for aught tiiat I 
can tell, in the remoter regions of Europe.—;- 
Thofe whofe atundjnee 1 could engage are 
very few in number, ctiiefly gentlemen con- 
nefted with me by the h.Abits of familiar i;i- 
tercourfe, and their teftimony, for that reafon, 
liable to be depreciated by the hcence wb eh 
the Managers have afrumeU with the charr+df r« 
of thofe, even of their o wn witncfles, wuofe 
evidence has not anlwered their expedtalion 
of it. ‘ 

** Thefe, though competent to fpeak in my 
belialf in matters of comparatively lefsi'mport- 
anqe, may be unacquainted with the greater 
points in my defence. My evidence, however 
felcded, could not be fo con>plete as it might 
have been, upon fome poiots, becaufe thiife, 
from whom ifronger teRImony might have 
been delivered, arena longer.wi'-bin my reach. 

In fucli cafes, would your LnrOlhips 
admit it as an cxcufa for infuffi.cient evi¬ 
dence, that 1 fhould have f).id better to 


produce, had thy Trial been brought wi 
the compafs of a reafonaWe time from 
commencement^ Would it have beers 
permitted to me, for inriance, t<» produce the 
minutes taken by my Counfel and Solicitor, 
though actefted by them upon oath, of the 
examination of the late Lieutenant;-cofonel 
Eaton to a ferics of a< 51 s committed under hiii 
immediate notice, and all proving incomeftl- 
bly the difaffedtion of Choyt Sing, and a 
dtterroinate plan Co erc^ his independence on 
our external and growing difficulties? YtX 
I have no other fo flrdng to offer to thefe 
points in corroboration of that of which youf 
Lord/hips arc already in pnlftffion; and of 
this 1 am deprived, not by ary oegledt, or 
other caufe which could be imputed to me, 
but only by the effeft of that unparalleled 
injury which I have faltered, by the exten- 
fion of a criminal Trial beyond the chances of 
duvattori in humm life. 

This difadvantage, which every paflt 
year has augmented, every coming year Will 
continue to augment, if it has not already 
attained that point, at which any evidence 
which I could call, would be ineffeduaf to 
the real ufes of it. 

“ Nor 18 It of the infufficiency of aof 
future evidence only that 1 complain. Evert 
of the part, I may exprefs my fear that much 
mult be obliterated, and the whole rendered 
obfeure from the various lapfes of time fmee 
it was delivered, and from the impoffibiliiy of 
diftinguiflimg accurately between the remem- 
braocc ot proofs, and the remembrance o£ 
mere allegations. 

** Every year has taken from me fome of my 
Judges, New have fucceeded, fortie by 
crcMtion, fome by inheritance, and others by 
deflion. None of your LorJffiips will fup- 
pofe I me.m any dilVcfpcifl, when I obferve 
that I'hefe cannot be foppoled to polfcfs, or to 
he capuble «)f attaining, the fame knowledge 
of the paft proceedings as tbofe who have 
attended to them from the beginning; and 
every obftruiSlion to th.'it knowledge is aa 
iujuiy^t ) my cauie, if mine is, as 1 aflert ic toi 
be, the caufG of truth. 


Sl 


which might force them to fay or do any thing that was likely to give faiisfa'i^ion to the people 
Of to Parliament, 

Lord Grenville entered into a warm and fpirited defence of thofe who had fnpportcd th« 
Impeachment in the Houfe of Commons, where he bad the honour to be at that time} and 
if there were any amonglt their Lordfhips who felt that the crnfure came home to them, ho 
would be lorry for it j however, be did noc believe th'irc was one iu ttie Hciufc who could 
accole himfelf of liaving done any thing in thin bafioefs, that was ioconfiflent either with his 
honour or duty. The illiberal rnd anbandlofTi* inlinuatious df the Noble Lord would have 
but little efFetff, being equally groundlels and mifapplied. Me denied, that he had in his former 
fpecch alferted, that Parliament had no right to give advice to the Crown. What he faid was, 
that fome fort of delicacy Ibould beobferved in meddling with Ihe King% prerogative, except 
when circumlLinceb warranted their iiicerferencc, aud that he faw no neceffiiy for it on this 
©ccafioi). 

The aueflion was then put, and the motion fer ths; addrefs negatived withthJt a divtfioB. 

* ^ M * With 
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th fo itnny examples of the uoccr- 
human IU 0 , Icaonot help aUverting 
to oay own* 1 thank God chat I have 
more equal portion of heaith l\uce the 
commencement o{ this Trial, than, .ctmliiier- 
ing lhe brotc^n rtate of ray conftitutlon, ruy 
aliyane^d age, and the Vexations of a fix-years 
fCy/^iCtiCion, I copid have reafpoably hoped to 
polfefs^ Yet I have not,been wholly exempt 

from futh warnings as o^^ike me dread to trull: 
mjthe contingency of nnocSier year, the chance 
of |in event fo neccfrjry to rr y ponce of mind, 
aS;,the termination of thi^ tedious prpiecuiion> 
if by any prefent efTori 1 can obcain it from 
youtXocdrtiips* 

• For thefe reafons, nod others operating 
with a Wronger force upon my mind, though 
uuneceffary> andi perhaps, lef$ fating to be^ 
detailed to your Lordfhips, I have formed the 
re/olutiqii*; for whkh I fohciied iny ap^ear- 
ar>ce on this day, before your Lordflilps^ aivl 
for which jl’am alone reipunriblc, wh.^tever 
may be the event of It*. 

1 deem it j\irt to my Counfet to declare, 
that although, ill all matters of a legal nature, 
I Ihquld rqly muft irupTicitly upon their 
advice; and although 1 have no Icfs reliance ’ 
dpuivthfcir per(5>bal Zealand attachment than 
on their i>ro/cl!bnal taUms, yet in this in- 
ftancti I have followed the irapvilfe of wy owrt 
judgment alone,Without ihi aid of theirs, and 
even agalnJd^ it; for it w^as not a tlecirion 
fiibjecl to the lules of legal pratSlice, but urged 
by internal cc,afidoraiions» of,the force of 
which I alone could be the jvidge. 

tf they could have m. dc my cafe fo ah- 
fointely tl^ir own as to have felt the fame 
mipicXQon of it upon their minds, that k 
might make uf>r>n mine, fltill they could not 
ad vile me to a6l: upon that impr-cfiion with 
hazards by which I alone niighc bo the {of¬ 
ferer, ami which it might bv poiUble to avoid 
by W'aitlng to n dilknt, though indefinite, 
feafonfor a furer termination of my Trial, by 
a regular and detailed procefs* 

My Lords, a great portion of my life has 
paffed among a people with whom it is an 
eftabliflied and favourite maxim, that s p e i »y 
injujik tf is h«ttcr ibun ta«dy Justice. 

I ihall not adopt this fentimsm in the 
literal extent of it ; noi from your Lordihips 
ihall 1 expect othurthan, at load, iuieirToual 
. jurtice: bu: eyen to yonr Lordlhips, highly as 
I lavere your aoihoriiy, and truft to the 
purity of yoar tlecifion, I will dare to avow, 
that I,had ratner expole rnyfelf to the hazard 
of your picftiiT condemnation, if 1 tbonjjht 
there was a liazardcT It, than wait to another 
year for ray ricquiltal, with the oncertaimy, 
that cven that year w'ouldcoocUide the Trial. 

i^ut with far different expetSlacions, I 
now declare to your Lordlhips, that 1 am 


wiUing and defirous to wave defenceli^ 
the charge preferred againU me by thcCt>iw 3 l 
monspf Engiavad, and to refer myfv,If to yc»ok„ 
Lordlbips* immediate jvidgment, if yoor Lord- 
fljips will be gracioully pleafed to f.roceed to 
iiMtMT.ns ate judgment upon it, 

“ For my sCquiKtal I ernfi moft confident- 
h to the evidence adduced by, my prafecutors 
themfdves u^jpvke good their charge ; having, 
niyfelf lifUncd with an atteutma fcarce ever 
relaxed, or diverted from the proceedings j 
and belngfacisfied, that not cue criminal aile- 
garloti of th^Charge has been eftabliflaed againfl 
me, and, dmoft every one refuted by their 
own evidence, cjitlier by the replies of their 
oral witneffes, or by the writ ten documents, 
or their context, added by the- vigilance of my 
Cudnfel to the partial ai\d ixuitilated extracts, 
from them which were introiJuced by the 
Managers, 

** Your Lordfhips will try ray condm^f by 
the evidence which my acdufttshave brought 
before you—not by their fpteches. I'hey 
were fent by their employers t6 accufe me, 
and to prove their accuf4tions, not to revile me, 
much Itfs to expatiate with all the liceote 
of unfeftrained declamation upon eVimes 
which their Conflituonts had rot auihorzed 
them to charge agalnft me. But aiUiough f 
have reafon from my owrt obfeivation,to be¬ 
lie ve, that their laboured invedli ves produced 00 
your f4)r4^ips^ minds imprelTions ravouritbl® 
to my came, in proportion as they were con- 
tradi^ded by the evidence before you, yet 16 
was not to your Lordfhips* hearing aliHle that 
their inve^ives were diieifled.. 

It is the cnftbm of this couritry, and I 
applaud and admire tlse motive and the end 
of it, that the Court before which the Trial is> 
heard, fhould be open and free of aCcefa to the 
whole world. But, «Vy Lords, this cdftom 
puts my fame and honour at iiTiie with other 
judgnients than your Lordfhips, and their 
Judgments are formed not like yours, upon 
calm mvelhgatiou, and cool unbiafled wifiom, 
decided on the evidence only which has been 
dated; no, my Lords, thd audience come 
with other mihds, and with difFcrtnt motives. 
Tliey come to hear the decUmaiions of in * 
ve\5livo, and tube araufed by the ingenuity of 
the orators. Bold alfertlons, luwever uii* 
foundsd and unjuft, are believed by them, 
beoaufe they are bold)) made, and heard with¬ 
out refutation or denial. Milled by the art* 
of eloquence, fhoy are deceived into bpjhions, 
of which it is irnpiirible they can citherdetedt 
the fallacy, or ptrceiVe theimpofitidn. 

** They nre pleafed and deluded by the 
talcots of the orator j and whatever prcjudicesi 
he wifhes to create in their mimis, they of 
necelfit) receive, and, after ihecutcitainmcnt 
of ih« day, depart with their pafli'^ns in- 
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ec!, to cofnmiioiiiato their effeSla to the 
cle of their jtccjo.aintahce, 

1 know voiir Juordniips do nor confuler 
fU':h c!ec;«amafv>ins as aOy tcga! proo'S, ai d I 
am confijiiirtt you w 5 U nnt futfer them to 
make (he Hightert jmpreflipn on yeur jodff- 
merks; hut t$ it pofQble that general eftedt 
of them thus fpread ahroad, can fail to em¬ 
bitter my life, and .^ffeO my peace in fodety, 
as Jong a-s the Tri.il |alh, by pmdiKing all the 
ill eddfequences on the‘pnMic opinion, of n 
cniiddtmiatior. ? for I fe^ar, my Xurds, tnat the 
axh'iTi v'>f tiio EhgliJh b w^ that every on-* is to 
be prsfuliried mnocent bnttl he is proved 
guilty by his'Judges, will weigh but little 
when obpofed to piejadices fo conceived and 
dlfTiminated, 

*'* It b tnnpoflible for me to refer Judges of 
this deferipnon, and unnecetlary for me to 
refer your JL^irdlhips, for the tru-* criterion of 
my conduct, to the real and legal procefsi I 
mean to the evidence adduced, and adduced 
even by my profecutois tlvemfelves j and 1 
dare to repeat, (hat this evidence alone is 
fufficiunt for my arqu'ttal, fo far as it extends j 
and that where it ^Joes boc aicrjUit, it does not 
in a fingle inhance operate to my ennvidioo. 

** My Lords, the delay has, in fome mea- 
fare, been impuud to rnyfeir} how' vmjudly 
is known to your Lord/liips, ;ind to all who 
have attended this T rial. It has been faid that 
1 might have anfwered Article by .Article,>— 
That propofaj was reje^i^ed by my Coitnfel, 
who alone werecapible Of judging of its pro¬ 
priety : hut, my Lord*, who could have 
thought that four fefiiQns wo»ld elapfc before 
1 fhoulf) have an opporiunity of answering.? 
There was no preccdeiir in the hiftory of this 
kingdom of a crlrnlnol Jafting even 

through one feffion of Parliament, much lefs 
tbrougli five. 

“ It was impoffible tor me to avail myfclf 
of. the experience of others in this cafe, though 
pofteruy may avail itfclf of mine, Bat, my 
Lords, wi^h refpedt to wilful delay on my 
part, there never was a more unfounderl 
affcTtion ; (or whild my nccuftirs have rhelr 
exponccs borne by the public I am conti¬ 
nually wafting my pi iva^e f<)rfune, and that 
fo rupidly that every day’s delay -mounts to a 
fine. ■ This circunrtlLjnoc alone was fufUcieTj.t 
to exculpatJ me from every lh'<rge o* delay 
find pftxraftlnnfiun: .'md ihiji ^.ircumltancc. 



my LordSf Contrlhutcsftsfliir'a (though 
but 8 iimif in urging mo co fohek 

imrnrdbto dedihon ' 

My Lords, ir would be ah endlefs tafk to 
enumeiate all the items of accuLition which 
have hneo niado life of againft me during the 
cotirfe of this long and tedious Trial, j iuive 
been rejn eb nted by one df thn Managers Qo 
life bis y.>wn lernrs) .is an Encyctop;^di.^ of 
Crimioatkv. Ir iij, hvwever. generally fpeak- 
ing, fufficifeMit for (1)5 perldiv accufed ij g<v« 
a general d.*-ov.d i • goVierT ch Tge<. But it 
will not t'ki* up much tirhe to iVdc to your 
Lordlhips thd’fubftnhcepf the general ciruges 
fo ohen refw^ittd, andio Joudfy proclaimed 
at yniir Lortilbnps’ bar, and to the public, 

** You'have been tcld t hat I have* r uined 
and depopulated ihi- pi evinces entru lled to 
my care', itiat i have voUted treaties, and 
hfoujjhf d.lgraccand diferpdit upon the Bill ili 
n'mie in India ; th:lt I have opprclTcd ib« 
naiive inhabirants by my i^xtm'fjoii, or ijbi- 
trary demands of monvy^ jhat I liave waflfld 
the public trriafnre by t^rcdtifion j aiuJ that I 
have been Polity ot dilohed. oce to the orders 
of my U?poriOrS. This is fh • fubft?nce of the 
gencf il charges urged ag;Mnlt rtiei ruul it is a 
great h:ipplne*s and comfort tome th^t 1 have 
it lit my power to anruevtiiem Ly 
fuch puhlid noioilety, as to atjuii’e no proof. 

My Lonk, in iLfiUation of the Fi-;ST, 
namely, that I ruint-d'(he country commictad 
to my ,care, I need only fay, 1 inereafed the 
revenues of rry government itorn three mif- 
licns to five. They have rncte«fed fmno wry 
deparnirc, aod are ftill increailng; infullibly 
proving ilitTe‘'y :;n inereafed population, and 
a good goverbir.snt in former years. 'ftw 
'Accounts drLveied annually to the Hnutie uf 
Commons by the Minifter for India are, 
fmlet d, the heft anfwer that can poffibly ba 
given to the Cliarge wllich I am now fpeskii:^ 
•Of.. 

** In anfwer to my having v'C'l*:ted treafl^, 
and brought dlfgrnce and diferedic bn ttue 
BritiP'. mKh,o, 1 defire to inform your Lord- 
fhips, ih:>T rhe let-ers of Mozuftar Jung f 
Fyzooln Cawn f to my fucceJTor in oBice 
w>;i\ Lilli bc;hre the Huufe of Commons.-^ 
They requeft-d to be treated by him bs they 
lud been fre.itcd by me. To chefif 1 muT 
add, (lie !t-.tt<.rs of Moo-isjee Bo; fl.i ■!, rbe* 
S. Virejgn of Berar, to Mr. Macphcrfon, 


* The public have slready paid, on account only, above forty-five ihoufand four hundred 
-powndsS for thd expcnc'i-s '.fir.U’red by (h<i Trial. 

f Mozuffer Jung is the Pvalibb ol f urrojkabad, ar.d Fyzoola Cawn the Rohilla Chief of 
Kjmpore. 

Two of the Ariider of impcachmeivt have their names, but botli' have been abandoned by the 
prefenr Houle of ^:Virt^rnotv. ' 

I The firft if) Iahk uJ tlie feud'.;! CbTcfi.'^ ‘ ’ ?• 

■wbefiSfiji*. 
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fpeakf of rtia In thifmoflhoiioura- 
itHis, and exprefics an anxiety for toy 


j/tar beyond ihe common couifeof cum- 

_If farther teftiniony were requifitc, 

I might aUo quote the letttrti of Nizam 

l. lmoolk '^ to his and of M.idajec 

Scipuia f to his Majerty, and to the Company, 
yet more iirong'y expremve of their feafe of 
«iy juftlcc and good faith. 

In anlwcr to the Charge of my having 
opprefTeU the natives hy extortion* and exac¬ 
tions, I fiave to offer the tetiimonials of a/i 
rank* of people in India in my favour, I 
truftyour Loi-jnnps have not forgoc what my 

ac. <-ufer fald upon this fuhj-a two years ago, 
When thefe memorials arrived, he felt the 
weight of them He found the fuuation of 
.in accufer to he very aokwaid, when ti.e 
people, m w/hofe name ha had charged me 
with tlie groffcfl opp/^flion, denlatl tbe truth 
of his accufations. He told your JCordlhips 
that the tehimoniaJs w«ir extorted, and, jn a 
%uraC’.ve manner of fpeakiug, he faid, that 
•* the hands were yet warm with the i humb. 

ferews that had been put on them.”* 

** The abfuidi»y of this declaration was 
fuch as to require no aurwei, My influence 
in India has long ceafed. It is vci y feldom 
that mankind are grateful enough to do even 
common /aaico to a fallen Mini Her j and I 
l^elieve there never was an inftance in tne 
annals of human nature^ of an injured people 
rifing up voluntarily to bear falfe ceflimony in 
favour of a diftantand profecuted 0(>pre/ror. 

“ In anfwer to my having iquandered 
away the public treafure, 1 have only to refer 
your I-jrd(hips to the amount of the expences, 
civil and military, of the government of 
Bengal during my adminlflration, and that of 
my fucceflbr, in peace and in war: let the 
balance^, which Is very conflderabte in my 
favour, determine whether I have been pro- 
ialG or oeconomicah 

“ III anfwer to the general Charge of 
difbhcdtcnce to the orders of the Court of 
;Pire^for8, X will not pretend to fay that 1 
have in no inflanee deviated from* their in- 
firuaions j mofl rdfurcdly I havcj hut where- 
ever I have done fo, I trufl I /hall be able to 
juftify thofe deviations by the oecefTny of the 
cafe, and by the event. 

1 hat the Court of Hireaors were farif- 
fied with Che general line and tenor of my 
condua, isevjdent from the thanks which I 
have been repeatedly honoured with by that 
body. 


** I have farther to fay, that the genera 
fenfe of the Proprietors has been at all times in 
my favour j for 1 have had repeatedly their 
thanltsaifo, iathe fullcfl and moll unqualified 
manner. 

My Lords, X am feiifible, that though I 
hid the thunks and approbation of my fuperiois 
in many inftances, and though it is acknow¬ 
ledged by many of thofe who voted for my 
impeachment, chat my fervices vi'ere of the 
otmofl importance, and, in fai5l, have pre- 
ferved India to this country, I am fer^Hile, I 
fay, t!iat notwithlfanding thefe thanks and, 
fervices, it is li.ll poffible for me to have com¬ 
mitted many reprthenfible and that 

the performance of a thou (and raeritorious 
deeds, is no proof of innocence in othei’ 
trail faibnns. 

** My Lords, although I have fully and 
irrefutably anfwered all the general charges 
urged againfl me, I cannot expedl yoti will 
give me credit for.perfeft innocence in every 
paiticuia. Inftanco, unlcfsthat innhctnce were 
proved by evidence now before youj and it 
is with a view of recalling ypur X.oicllhjps' 
attention to that,proof, that 1 (hall iiovr enter 
into a curfory examinatiou of the criminal 
points contained in the four fcveral Articles 
which have been brougiu before your Lord- 
flifpa. 

“ It car,not be cxpe» 5 lod 1 flionld reply, in 
the fpace of one day, to every minute alle¬ 
gation which niy accufers would have your 
Lordfltips buhold in a criminal pijinr of view. 
The want of time will not permit to go into 
a detail j and 1 mult therefore dircCit my 
attention to the great points of criminality, as 
they are called by my accufers. 

“ Th« firfl: Charge vvhich was brought 
before your Lordfhips (I am forty to fay now 
more than three years ago) was, that refpea* 
ing Benares—and the points to which cri- 
minaliiy is imputed are principally thefe: 
That I violated a treaty with an independent 
Prince, by unjuflly compelling him to pay 
five lacks of rupees annually for three years ^ 
that I caufed his perfon to be arrefled, and 
that 1 intended to iropo/e upon him an enor- 
rooua fine for imputed delinquency j that I 
expelled him from his country, and appoint* 
ed a fuccelf.ir with a Ibpulation of feventeen 
lacks of rupees advanced rent to the Com¬ 
pany. 

My Lords, thefe are the fuppofed pi in- 
cipnl points of crinonaiity in the firit Article. 

X hefe are not all j but the remainder are of 


^ The Chief or Snbadir, of tbe province of Decan. 

'""'tory in ihe WeJl of India, andconneaeJ, 
durmg tbs admindlraiion of Mr. HaUings, by a feparate treaty ol alliatics with the Com- 
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Inferior nafure, anil fo ilepcrsdent upon 
»«?‘hich I hasre enumcratcUjj ihat chey 
itand or fall togtjiber. 

*« My Lords, there is abundant evidence 
adduced by my profecucors to /hew that Clicyt 
Slog yvas not an independent Prince, He 
was, as his father and grandfather had bven, 
the vaflal of Sujah Dowlah. The diftridtsof 
Benares anci Ghazepore were trans/erredto our 
government by rheprefenc Nabob of Cade, at 
a time when 2 mylelf could not be anfwera- 
ble for any of the adts of Adrnini/lration, be¬ 
ing then in a minority. 

“ My J-ords, it js true that my acenfm 
look infimte pains to prove ihat Cheyt Sing 
Was made independent of oar gover nment in 
every refpB»a, except that of paying to it an¬ 
nually twenty-three jacks of rupees, and th^t 
we had irrevocabiy bound oun'elves down not 
to exa^f, in any cale whatever, a la'g<;r fum 
than that jutt mentioned. All this body of 
proof iscoJleifled from thedifeordant minutes 
©f the different Menibtrs of the Council, and 
from the relolutions of the whole. Upon 
jhefe minotes and refoluttons il>ey have relied 
Cheyt 3 ing*s*ight of independency. 

<< My Lords, i fcarcely need tell you, that 
whatever our variDUs refolutions or opinions 
nnighc be, individually or colledilively, they 
could not affeit the right or title of Cheyt Sirig 
Co the Zemtndary, nor the tenure by whicii 
he held it. He was neither more nor Icfs 
ihan a SHicmindar, His Sonnud and Potrah 
were nude one, not fidm a copy of ftipula- 
tious and agreement!;; between him and the 
Company, but from the common forniolaeof 
fuch initruments granted to Zernindars in tli© 
Company's original • provintcb. The Rajah 
hever preiendtd any right to lirpulace or 
demand; he was content with what the 
Company was pleafed to allow him. 

** My Lords, £ do again infili upon it, 
that no arguments, votes, or relolution;;, of 
our Board, could confer any right or title upon 
Cheyt bing, which lie did not polfels from his 
Potcah and Sunnud: therefore the whole of 
the evidence whicii the Managers have 
brouglit refpedVing our various opinions on 
the rights of Cheyt S;ng, is null and void } 
and he mufl be coufidered the fame as any 
Other Zemindar of the Bnti/h government, 
with the exception of certain privileges 
conferred upon him, which were accurately 
defined in the Sunnud and Pottah. 

“ Perhaps there never was a more unfair 
attempt to delude a Court qI JuUicc than that 
of making me anfweruble lor violation of a 
treaty with an independent Prince, who had 
ho other claim to indepeudcnce than chat of 
being fo (filed in (omc of cur debates in 
Council, through the inaccuracy of lan¬ 
guage* 
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** I( follows from what I Itavefajd, ( 
every Government has, in tim ^of d^nger^onS 
necdJj.ty, a right to incredfe the taxes and 
venues upon their fubjects, wc had alfo the 
fame right to increafe the tax, rent, or reve-. 
nue or whatever name hu given to Cheyt Sing's 
yearly payments, vipon httjtf who was our /ici« 

whenever nece/Ilty fhould re^uireit; amt 
of that ncceftity Government only could judge* 
** Thcfe, my Lords, W’ere my frntlmenta 
at the time when 1 moved »n Council for si 
temporary fubfuiy to be paid by Cheyt Sing, 
Thefe are my fsntiments at the prefent mo¬ 
ment. I conftdertd taxation and prote< 5 liori 
as infeparably arifing from each other, X 
never did look upon the Sunnud as exempting 
Cheyt Sing from the cuftbmary den antis 
which all fiipenor States in Itulia make upon 
their dependants In time of warj nan ely, 
that of aids both in money and troops. To 
(hit point of right in our government, to 
demand aid in troops and money during a 
war, I muft entreat your Lordfbips moft 
particularly to attend} for if your Lordfliips 
(hall be of opinion with His Majefty’j; 
Prime Minlfler, an opinion delivered with 
much folemniiy in the Houfe of Commons, 
that our Governirvent did pofTeTs the right, 
then alt the criminality imputed to this 
demand of a contribution of Cheyt Sing 
vanifhes, and is totally ann hilated. But 
fhould your JL-)! dfliips rhink orherwife, whicfi 
I cannot for a moment fuppofe, in that event 
my guilt Will h« a mete ciror of judgmenr, 
which is I'aiher a weaknefs of human nature 
than a fault. 

Again, if your Lordfbips think with 
me, that we had a right to call upon Cheyt 
Sing, tlien tire next queflion will be, whether 
our demands were too great for the urgency of 
tlie occafion, or beyond his ability to comply 
with. The firm demanded was only five 
lavkfi) and it was not made till alter we 
commenced a war with the Mahrattas, and 
had received inicihgence of a war with the 
French, and thought ourfelvesin danger of ao 
invafron. 

My Lords, I need not enter into a detail 
of th-c various objer^ions, difficulties, and 
delays, which Cheyt Sing made in the pay¬ 
ment of the required aid. I: is fufficient to 
acknowledge, that I went up the country 
determined to call him to account for hii 
mifeondudt- The reiult was his imprifon- 
meat and refeue, a rebellion, and his confe- 
quent expuJfion from his country. 

My Lords, if we bad a right to an ex¬ 
traordinary aid from our Zemindars in time of 
war, we had a right to enforce tlut deinaud* 
We didenforce it upon Cheyt Sing} but it 
w'as attended with fo many iocreafing diffi- 
QuUica and delays, that U alnaoft rendered 

abortive 




Cl'.eyt Sing luvU r arrcil. it. istiue^I pr^iclucicd fiom exei;cifiitig that right by any 
tliil b\it' big afrelt was i^>t attciuiel witli ctjgt'ge-fiKiit wiatlc vjJih Cheyt Sing. 
any tiiC^ractsfui fcftraint, for it w as in hisoyvn '* A .feconci dtbiUfi arofe at the board upon 
' tht h»nif;4iUcftioii ii> con!ci)uence of his delays 

It is affo urged againit me witlwtiuch and evalipns, and a pomied rekrence was 
jkiimotty, that t intended to lay a fine on the raade of ihc queftion, in both iiUtances, t6 
‘R.ijiwh'of fifty lacks of rupees. The funi U the Court of Uiro^^u.r.s, Irom whom 1 never 
'wndoi)bV;;aiy largo in feund 5 but it by' no ,....,rrco:vd one word of ctnfuru or chfapproba^ 
means oKceeded tiid ability rtf Cheyt 5 uig tion to what we ppntibuijd, lo dO| and regd« 
pay It with cafe, as is evident ft om ihe‘ trea latlyy cpoited in Our letters and rrnnutes, for 
left behind him afu:i he h-d imploytd three,years fucc?,fir^vtdy. Thelamecommu- 
eirh'.i can j.ige Ciittie iO export hjv gold'and nication was made to Hi> Majefiy's MiidlUr, 
|?,w»;la lo a foreign tcrntpiy* H . rauit iuive the preftnC jiarlof Guildfnrdi 'vith w'hona, at 
been imirnenfeiy rich j and a firiall fine would his pvvn rcquefl^ I coireipondcd for many 
pot have bceh felt hs any pumJ’hnient by a yeata. , 

man of Ills opulence. Hut, iv.y LordSj My Lords, it would be an cxtrertiely 

whether I was w ron^ or rij^ht in nvy inu i)- Viaid cu'e to rtuikc me anfvverahltj for au error 
1 Iwd nt) other view m it tflaiV thiu «f in judgmcoit j into wbit-h d ^ have fallen, 1 
relhviuk the nectdlWus of the cflv.mpai.^ Ivive fallen in common \vi h my immediate 

ini ail which i cei.eeiv '1 U'Vbe jlift. fuperiofs, and Ilis IVf.'ijr-rtji’s Mmiller.-— 

Atnl after ali» there c . 11 .V,,ly c.ai be'uo^cilrne Kiit', my Loi dr,' I fed myfelf fo flrong, fp 
in aa uwexocpird ‘ntun.ou, an ioteiinon «Minded on the luaiicr of right, that I hold 

which the Ra; h ^.00.. not to this bour, and ii almolt irnponihie there fhould be addlenting 

whicl) I iiii^hl li 've aJtvreJ upon the opinion tn any tiunnnn being who will be at 

Hsian's uitiTtn'fi'jii' and pri^m.le of better lh<. pains of examining the qucfiioa with 

ttnuludiT. ' ’ iniparti^v/ity. 

The n. xt point orciiminaUty that I '♦ My Lords, in the C' iirfeof this Trial my 
sippcintcd a fucc;lfl\ii .'.tier eXjiulfi ii 6f accufci‘:>, h» ,excite a popular odium againlI: 

iMicyt .Sir.g, tiid inc«'.'iiled ilu revenues to pie, have c.dicd nie the i(b<'tcoi or ufuiperof 

Rven . eiK i'.ck> of inpees .m» vi'hy. aihiti, ry |><wvtT. ' 1 ceiuinlj did not ufe ific 

M\ ifirdb, tbeie ivas no alte!native he. words arl^iiutrj ip the fcEife which has 

iween the reUora'iun of ^'hvytS tig, and the been impuLtd to hiC. 'ihe language, it is 
'appcirttrinetn of a lucpelTor. '"I tie lornici was true, wpis not my ow n, for 1 was iridebied 
irn(>*'ilh»ie, and the latt. r cc;nf< quertily xina- for that, pat t of my defence to the afThUnce 
voidahlo, lln pay choice of a lucctIfor, I w.is of a friend} hvif this I c-m aver, that nothiug 
jj.oidt.tl by ihe luUs of confan.uvnity arid mire vv.i;; meant by aytitrury power ihiyi 
herediiary hiccdfion; and in futllng the </«/cr<nWrr^ jxicver, 1 confide.ed myitilf"and 
reveiiurri., I thd what my diny to the Com- Coum^l as mvetied with that difcixtjonary 
panv idquirtd o^ 1 fixed their amount which Comnaanders in Chi^f have 

ffom the bed mtornration of the connny's over their armle.s; which the Lagifluturc has 
abilities to pay if; and the annail piymtnts lately confened in a greater extent on L .r(4 
0/ the Tame fum, from that time Ui the Cornwallis fvogly, and which all Coverp- 
prei'eut, with u fling balarces in fonicy miV, merits have in their kgiflatiye capacity over 
which biave fineV lu en reahz d, ;.ie a lutfi- the properly of their fub]eft^. I never cun- 
ciciit ttiliraory of-ifs nt>t being ovi'r-rared, fidered t'lat my vvitl nr caprb e wa4 to be the 
“ .Before I quit this Article, it may be ne- guide o» niy condu^i, but that I was relponfi- 
ccfliiiy to call the atuntion r>f,y -ur L .idfiiips bic for lh« ule of the authoiity with whiph I 
. to'anoiher point ;—Ai!iii g, n; 1 did, under a was invefleJ, to thofe who had confcired^it 

delegated Mutbodty, 1 rr.aintavn, that when- on me. 

ever my .fi'p^'''it)hlwd ’mVorrntaiou bntfi oT my ** My Lords, let me be tried by this rote: 
hpinloh aiic! c<mdh^>, inid expftiral no diGp- Did I a(5l prudently and confirtemly with the 
^nohdtipn of either, their filence amountedto mtcieil ol my inperiors, and of the people 
art approbation, and niay be juitly plv id«d by whom i povern-d ? Whatever may be your 
me ,»s a fuil ]unific.ani>n of r-y concluCl.— 1,0.d hips" opinion upon this quvflio'r., l ean 

\Vhcn I fiffl prppdf.xl the demaml of five with a fefe confcicnced^.clafeu> all thcWorldi 
liCks of id.aecs a year during rhe W3', a that my inlentions were perfciflly wprighr, 
doubt w.i- ilartei by M* . Francis as to our anvl bialTed by no fdfilh confidefations wfiat- 
r'ghi yi uu.k Vig il j i ri‘ccH-dod my Ofir ibli, ever. 
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y Lords, having fald thus much on 
of the Firft Ariicle, I ifnift pray 
.vy^ar [-jatiencc whilft I make a few comments 
on the Second. 

The principal point of imputed criml- 
fiahiy in this Article is, that after tt>c Supreme 
Council had gnaranteet! the Begum in the jjof- 
felfjon of the treafure left in her cuftody by 
her cieceafed huiband, Sujah Dowlah, I per- 
micted her fon to refume by force the faid 
treafures, and thereby violated the guarantee. 
In order to influence the minds of your Lord- 
Jfhips and the Public, great pa'ns were taken 
by my accufers to reprefent me as guilty of 
the muft atrocious cruelties and barbarities iu 
the of refumption. I have, however, the 
happiuefs to find, that it is totally unnecelTary 
for me to enter into an exculpation of myfelf 
■witli regard to the latter part j for the evi- 
dcvxe of Captain Jacques and Major Gilpin 
clearly proves, not only that no cruelties 
were committed in the manner which is 
flated in ihe Articles, but if there really had 
been any cruelties committed, no bl.imecould 
be imputed to me, nor to any perfon afling 
under the Britifli Government. That the 
refumption of ihe Begum’s jaghlres, and 
the refumption of her treafure, had my 
approbation, I readily admit j nay more, I 
admit, that after I had given n>y confent to 
the Nabob*s refuming all the jaghires, and 
refuming all the treafure, I didcarnefliy urge 
him to carry his intentions intoett‘e^>. 

«< My Lords, at the lime of my giving ihii 
confent, I was, from the intelligence I had 
received, fully convinced of the Begum's 
difaffecSion to our Government. It was not 
my opinion only, but it was the general ru¬ 
mour of the country, that fhe and her Mi- 
nillers aided and fupported Cheyt Sing in his 
rebellion. That fuch was the generTsl rurnour 
and public opinion, is evident from the affi¬ 
davits already before your Lordfhips j and n<it- 
witbftanding the ingenuity of the Managers, 
who laboured to explain away iheir meanings, 
they ftill contain and afford the molt ample 
prot^f of the hoftile intentions both of the 
Begum and her Minifters towards our Go¬ 
vernment. But.had the continuation of this 
Seffion enabled me to enterin to a detailed 
defence, I could have brought the moft 
irrefiffible evidence to prove, not only the’ 
general rumour and opinion, hut alfo that the 
Begum did, through her Miniflers, actually 
lend her afliftauce to our enemies. 

“ My Lords, I believe there is no State in 
the world that coufidersa guarantee, made in 
favour of another State, binding any longer 
than whillt they continue in amity with each 
other. The firft hoftile a^ of the party 
guaranteed is, and roufl be, a fufficient reafon 
for withdrawing proledlion. 

Pakt IV, 


It IS not C3tpe<3cd that we fliotiW pIrotfcSC 
our enemies. It is true, the Begum couldk 
not be confidered as the C^ucen or Empfefs ot 
an independent State: Ihe was properly d 
Jaghiredar, under the dominioh of her fon ^ 
and, perhaps, there was much more internal 
criminality in making the guarantee, than in 
withdrawing it. The adt of making it wai 
not mine; it was done by the Refidenc wlth-^ 
out the knowledge of the Board j but ic haft 
thdr approbation after it was done. Neither 
do I contend, that our Government was not 
bound to the lulfilment of the conditions- 
But as a great clamour had been railed with¬ 
out doofa about the refumption of the Begum’fl 
treafuic, and as it has been reprafented as i 
moft unnatural adl for a fon to rob his mother,' 

I hope your Lordihips will allow roe to ftattf 
and explain the matter. 

When Sujih Dowiah died, he left al 
large fum of money in the cuftody of his 
Wife; fhe had been his treafurer, and was iW 
at his deceafe. By the Mahomedan laws, the 
widow having a dower or fetilcment, is not 
entitled to any (hare of the inteftate’s effe<fts. 
Sujah Dowiah died without a wiW ; and 
though polTcfTed of a ver y large fum of ready 
money, was alfo very deeply in debt. Hig 
debts, if paid, would probably have confumeft 
every rupee in histrealury. In India, as iri 
all other countries, debt.s rnuft be paid, if there 
are fufficient atfets, prior to legacies, or an/, 
diftribuiion among the heirs. In any point of 
view, the Begum had no legal i ight to the 
treafures of her deccafed hufband: (he had no 
riylit, except that of poftcffiun j and of that 
her fan would have lorcibly deprived lier, haft 
not the Refident interfered with his concilia¬ 
tory advice between them. Nothing Ciiuld 
excufe his interference, but the confiderationf 
of the near relationfbip between the parlies, 
and the certainty of the Nabob’s having hisf 
juft right at the death of his mother. Had 
my accufers thought fit to have taken the other 
fuleof the queftion, they* could with as much 
eafe, and with much more juftice, have in¬ 
fluenced the minds of their hearers agajnft the 
mother for her unnatural conduct to her fon, 
than they did influence them againft the fon for 
ill condu6l to his mother.—I (ay with much 
mure juftice, becaufc the fon had a right hy the 
hiws of his country, which his mother had 
not. If the latter was depnved of the trea¬ 
fure, ftie was only deprived of that fome years 
later, of which (he could make no ufe, 
and wdiicb (he ought voluntarily to have given' 
up fome ye.irs fooner. My Lords, I fpeak 
this on the equity ot the cafe; for though if 
may be contended that the Begum had a right 
to ths trealure, by the Nabob's concclfion and 
our guarantee, fhe never bad, nor could have, 
an eouit(fble right to retain it. 'Thtrc would 
N hoLve 
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•ecn nothing unjult or unnatural in the 
lb's taking by force the treafure left by 
‘‘atheri if he hnd done it in the tuft in- 
a.id appropriated it to the paymeot of 
the imitienfe debts v/hich Sujah Dowiah owed 
vvUen be died ar,d which the ion was 
t^bfiged to pay* U is nothingimore than is 
done frequently by our Ccu ts of Jurticc> wYm 
will compel an avaricious mother to divide 
her decealed hulband's proj>crty with her chil¬ 
dren, by an execution on her goodi, or im- 
pril'onment of her perfon, 

♦* U there would have been nothing im¬ 
proper in the Nabob’s infilling upon his right 
in the fifft.inftauce, there could be nothing 
imnatural in wliat he did in the fecond iii- 
iHnce: he only exercifed a right which he 
was restrained from oilng by a foreign in¬ 
fluence, which, as X have ^■aidJ^ was not very 
properly exerted. 

“ feut, my Lords, whether our interference 
in the original difpute between the mother 
and the fon was right or not, it was certain 
(he Was entitled to our favour no longer than 
while (he pominued to deferve k. 

“ My Lords, after I had, upon thefulkfl 
conviiSlion of the Begum's difafiPcflioo to our 
Covernmen'^, contented to the refumption of 
the treafure and jaghircs, it is true, X was 
defirous of having it earned into immediate 
cffctll. But the refumption of the jaghires, 
was firfl propofed by tlw NalH)b himfelf to be 
general-, and th^ point upon which I after¬ 
wards pre/led him was that of refutmng the 
jaghires from his orderlies-—a defcripnon of 
men that were by no means deferving of his 
countenance or favour. He never was averfe 
to the refumption of the jaghires which were 
held by his mother j but rather than extend 
that refumption to his orderlies, though ori¬ 
ginally propofed by Uiiiifelf, he would have 
abandoned the plan altogether. This I op- 
pofed (Irenuoufiy, hecaufe, having committed 
myfelf by tfieaffcnt I gave, I could not brook 
the idea of my name being made ufe of for 
the purpofc ol making fo unworthy a diftinc- 
tion, which muft have affe^^ed both the 
charatflcr of myfelf, and of the Eugldh 
Govornmenf. 

Much crirainaUiy has been imputed to 
my negletSl of the Company’s orders, which 
enjoined me to make a judicial enquiiy into the 
truth of the Begum's dtfafledVion. My Lords, 
1 pofitiveiy deny now, us I did at the time 
in BengaL that any order wastranfmitted to us 
to m.ikc any enquiry at all j and if upon any 
con(lru6bon of language it had been deemed 
an order, which it was not by any one Mem¬ 
ber of the Board, it would have been an h(\ 


of infanity in us to have obeyed it In A* 
1783, when a perff-tt reconciliation had 
place between the Nobob and l»is mother.- 
Such an enquiry would have thrown all the 
Nabob’s dominions into utter confulion.— 
To have entered into an enquiry, if it had 
been ordered, which laflirm, and fo did Mr. 
Maepherfon, after attentively reading the 
letter, it was not, would have opened the 
breach again, and, perhaps, prevented it from 
ever clofingj btfldes, no arguments upon 
earth could have convinced the Nabob of the 
propriety of his refloring the treafure, which 
ever was, in jurtice and equity, his own, 
and of which he had been unjultly kept out 
0# poffeflion, 

** My Lords, there isacomradiiflion in the 
Charges brought againfl: me by my profecu- 
tors, which fhew, that their zeal for aceufuig, 
tranfported them beyond the bounds of judg¬ 
ment. I am accufed of wrififi/iyr by vio¬ 
lence from the Nabob, bis confsnt to the re- 
fumptiori of the treafures and of the jaghiren 
in one part of the Article 5 and in another, of 
having (old my confent to the fame meafurc 
for ten lacks of rupees to the Nabob. 

My Lords, it is impollible thefe two 
propofitions can ftand together: they contra- 
di(ft each other, and I pofitiveiy deny them 
both. 1 have another obfervatioD to make 
with rcfpetl to the refumption of the jaghires. 
It was fiipulated \viih the Nabob, that an 
equivalent in money fhould be annually paid 
to the Begum, in lieu of the lands of which 
Ihe was deprived. There was certainly no 
injufticc in ihi-?, and the meafure was of in¬ 
finite fervicc to the Nabob's govcrnnieot; 
for it cut off thofe mifehrefs to which a divided 
authority is always liable in India. 

“ I nmll inircat your Loidfiiipg to re¬ 
member, that at the time I formed an inten¬ 
tion to levy a fine upon Cheyt Sing, and 
when 1 confepted to the icfumption of the 
Begum's treafure, our Government was in 
the utinofl diftrels for money. I need not in 
this place enter into a miauie detail of the 
fcveral armies we then (lau in the ficlc, or of 
the various demands upun me for immediate 
fupplies of treafure* It is fufHcient to fay, 
that the diftrefs was as great as it was poffible 
to be without an actual ftaie of bankruptcy 
and infolvency. It was very natural, under 
fuch circumttances, for nne to avail nvyfelf of 
every juft means of fuppiy which iortune 
might throw in my way. It might, and I 
may fay k a*Sl«atly did, incline rue to aiH: 
with greater promptitude and dccifion than I 
oiherwife fhould have done. 1 do not, how¬ 
ever, mean to fay, tlial the want of money 


• Above half a erore of rupees to the Eart-Incfia Company, a^d Stotn mat to fifteen roouth. 
pay due to an army uf ont hundred thoulaud men. 
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I'public ter vice w,ou!<l have i.nduced ma 
y the very meafures I divl; neither is it 
iry to lay wf»at mealurcs 1 fhould have 
under other cireumfiances, to procure 
the fpetjdy payment of the Nabob’s debt,— 
But it would have been highly criminal in me, 
had I ncgledied or refuted to *gi^e my alTenc 
tothe Nabob's propofition, which was found¬ 
ed in juftice and expediency, both for his 
goveronicnt and ours, and particularly at a 
time when treafure was fo much wanted tor 
the payment of our armi«s, 

** My Lords, I do moft folemnly declare 
that I adied to the bert: of nay judgment, 
paying due regard on the one hand to the 
laws of juftice, and on the other to the in- 
terefi of my employers. To myfelf indivi¬ 
dually it was a matter of no morncol bow the 
exigencies of the fervice were fupphed, fo 
they were atflually and efFe<5fually lupplied. 
I could have no undue bias upon my mind; 
for held I bmi inclined to ad corruptly, I 
might have found my own account in for¬ 
bearance, but not in exa^ion, 

“ The jffExt Charge, my Lords, is that 
of the PRESENTS, and it divides itfelf into 
two parts, via. that of the concealed, and 
that of the avowed Prcfcnts. 

** In anfwer to the firft, I need only fay, 
that there is no proof before your Lordfhips 
of iny having accepted any thing more than 
the common Ze^fut *5 and even of tbifiihcre 
is no other proof than my ,own admilfion.-^ 
1 will not pretend to deny, Tnever did deny, 
that I accepted the ufual entertainments 
which were then (for it was previous to the 
A«^/of Parliament prohibiting the receipt of 
prefents) ufually given to the Vifitor, by the 
VifUed, The Nabob of Bengal received a ihou- 
iand ficca rupees a day fora fiinilar entertain¬ 
ment, from the Company as often as he vificed 
the Governor in Calciuia. It was ufu '1 »n the 
country, and it is impoffible for any perfon to 
read any oriental hiftory without k iowmg that 
the cuftom has prevailed all over the Eaft, 
from the mod ancient times to the prefent. 
My predecelfars, as I was informed, had 
received the fame, and it was never held 
criminal in them. 1 can mott folemnly affirm 
for myfoif, and I dare fay it might he fa^d 
for my predecelTors alfo, that I did not add 
one TMipee to my fortune by this allow^mce; 
and 1 art) confident I muft have cbp.rgcd as 
large a fum to the Company, if It had not 
been paid tome according to invariable ufage, 
from the Niaamut. It is iixipoflible there 
could have betm any thing wrong in this 
tranfadlion i not only wai it a matter of 
public notoriety never denied by me, but the 
o^ihioii of Coanfel was taken hy the Com¬ 


pany, 38 to' the propriety of conimencirl 
piofccotiQfi| againfi me for it, at a time wl^ 
the Minifter wi/hed to feize any ground fiA' 
removing me from my Ration, through the 
iTJCdium of tfie Court of Diredlrrri, The 
L^giflature, Tince this bufmefs was the fubjf; 6 I: 
of difeuffiort, hastiirewfeveol times appointed 
me Governor^ General of Hcngil, at the re- 
conamendutiori of that Minifter. Surely, my 
Lords, it cannot be the intention of my 
countrymen, after availing tbecnrelves of my 
fervices as long as they wanted tiictn, to call 
me to .an account fop adts which were publicly 
known fifteen year^ ago. If there was any 
crimlnahiy in my receiving the amount ol my 
exp?nces horn the Nabob, It was fufficieni to 
have induced my foperiors to have recalled 
me at the time when they firR knew' of it; 
but it was never field up lo the world as a 
heirrous' offence, till my enemies thought It 
might be of ufe to load tha fcale of crimi- 
miity. 

Time, my Lords, v*mI! not permit me to 
fay any more in exculpation of it'jyfelf from 
the rvmainder of the allegations in this part 
of the Article, nor is it neceffarj', fmee no 
evidence has been given upon tliemj but I 
folemnly declare that each allegatikjn is utterly 
falfe, and without a lhadow of foundation 5 
I folemnly declare, that 1 viever dircflly or 
Indirc^ly 'leccivcd a prcff;«t from Mundco- 
mar, or sny other perfoa mentioned in this 
divifion of the Cfiarge. 

“ I muft haften to make my obrervatJons 
on that part of the Charge which is called 
the avowed prefent'j, t 

“ My Lords, ttie Managers of the profe- 
cutlon agalnll me. have here prepared a two- 
edged fivord j they have eiide-woured to 
fhew a donhie lharc ®f crlmioality in this 
tranfailion. Firft they contcc.d, that I took 
the prefonts with a corrupt imtention, and 
would 'nave kept them, bad not my fears 
urged me to a difclofuret and fecondly, that 
the r.CGcipt of piefcnts, thoughi for the ufe of 
ih> Company, was a breach of an a 6 t of 
1 arliament. In fupport of the flrft concla- 
fion, they have nothing but their owrn fof- 
picions, which they have endeavoured to 
imprefs upon tlie minds of your Lordfhips, by 
a\tempting to (hew a variation in the feveral 
accounts which I have given refpedliog the 
time and tmnnerof receiving them. 

“ To repel this mode of attack, and to 
efface the fufpicions which they endeavour to 
raife, 1 have the oaih of Mr, Larkins, a man 
of the highert charadler fer t^cuih and honour, 
wliofe integrity has been repeatedly acknow¬ 
ledged by Earl CoriiwalUs, the Board of 
Controul, and the Court of Directors, and 


♦ Emertainmeot, 


whom 
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I believe to be as rjgi 41 y horeft a man 
in Europe, That there arc v^riatioas 
di/ferent accounts I admit. Many 
(lakes I have made) which have ftruck me 
with as much attonifhrnent as they could pof- 
fibly rtnke any of your JUordftiips. If there 
j,iad been any adf done by me a few years ago, 
of which I conceived myfelf warranted to 
jfptak with a more perfedl recollection than 
another, it was this; That before I lefr Cal- 
emea, in July 1781, 1 had endorfed the 
bonds of which your LordOiips have heard fo 
much, and had left them with Mr. Larkins, 
to deliver up to the Council, in the event of 
«iy death. So deiiroos wa» I that the Itate* 
ment of this fa< 5 l (Iv)uid not relt -upon my 
ahertion, that I defired a fearch might be 
made at the India-Houfe for thofo bonds, or 
for copies of them { but none were to bo 
found. 1 ihui requcfled Major Scott to 
write to Mr, L n kins in niy name, and to 
defirc a fearch to be made for them in Calcutta; 
and if found, that they might he publicly 
tranfmitted to the Company, 'I'hcy were 
found j they were lent to the Company m 
1789 by Earl Cornwallis, at the exprefs re. 
quifition of Mr. Larkins, who (fates in his 
letter that he made that requifiiion at my 
defirc, tranfmitted to him by Major Scott j 
but to my utter furprize the endorfemciu of 
•the bonds is not dated until the 29th of May, 
1782. 

After this fa^, my Lords, I am as ready 
19 any bian to acknowledge, that I have been 
imprudent in a degree that merits lome of the 
rcfl^dlions fo illiberally thrown out againfl 
me, for having written, as 1 have too often 
done, on matters of account, in which 1 have 
myfelf been previoufly coVerned, without 
having a hngle p«9>er or document of any fort 
near me at the time I dvrute; I admit it 
to have been well oblerved by the Manager 
who clofrd ttie Article of Prefents, that I not 
only affij me /1 had endorfed the boo in (he 
middle of 17I1, but bad aflighed a re.Vfoo for 
fo doing; namely, left 1 fhould die during my 
iibfence from Calcutta. 

‘f My Lo'ds, after this, I lhou)tI be almof^ 
afraid to hazard a fappofition; bat as the 
bonds were left with Mr. Lukins as my 
attorney, and as Mr, L trkins knew from the 
firft that liicy were not idy properly, I Con¬ 
clude that I told him, in i-Si, ihit In the 
event of my deceafe he w;ii to deliver them 
to the Council, which I contoonded with the 
his of having endorfed them. 

But, my Lards, from all the inaccuracies 
in the accounts before you, I defy any candid 
man alive to rir^w this amclufion; that I 
intended lof a moment to 'apply this money, 
or a rupet of it, to my own ufe. 

** My Lords, you cannot fufpeO me of a 


fraudulent intention, without looking 
me as the weakeft, or upon Mr. Larkins ^ 
the moft perjured of mankind. Had m; 
conftrudlion of the purpofe intended by the 
eridorlcment of the bonds been invented for 
the purpofe of deception, 1 fhould have flop¬ 
ped when I had aftigned it. Inftead of this, 
I fonglu, and with a diligence which it is not 
likely that 1 fhf>ulci have employed to detect 
mylelf in a falfehoodj firft, for .^lutheniic 
copies of the ctidorfed bonds at the India- 
Houfe, and afterwards for the originals in 
Calcutta. Thefe being found, proved that I 
bad erred in my account of the traiifa<5fion5 
but it atfo demonftratively proved, that I had 
given that account, believing it 10 be true ; 
and prefumptively, that my intentions and 
confequenc inftruitions to Mr. Lirkins, were, 
that the bonds, in the event of my death, 
ibould be cancelled by him. 

Time will not ;dlow. me to enter into 3 
detail of the various cUcuniftances, and to give 
my reafons for accepting the prefents, farther 
than to repeal w hat I have often dechired, that 
the necelTitiei of the Company'sfervice made 
me joyfully fnitch at every jufl means of 
relieving them. The Maoage'rs have totally 
failed in their endeavours to ihew any corrupt 
adt done by m« in favour of the perfons from 
whom thefe prefents were received The 
lands at Nuddeca, Dinagepour, and Bahar, 
were let ct> the beft poffible advantage, and 
every means taken to realize their reve¬ 
nues. 

“ My Lords, it will depend upon your 
Lorilllilps to give me what degree of credit 
you pleafe. Whether I intended for u mo¬ 
ment to apply any oiieof ihe fums received by 
me to my nwn ufe, is a point which can be 
known only to < 3 od and my own confcience. 
1 Can folcmnly, and with a pure confcience, 
affirm I that I never did harbour fuch a thought 
for an inftant t and pexmic me to add, my 
Lords, that I was too intent upon the means 
to beempiryed for preferving India to Greafc- 
Hritain, from the hour in vvhicli I was inform¬ 
ed that r ranee meant to ftrain every nerve to. 
difpute that empire with us, to beftow a 
thought upon myftlf, or my own private 
fortune. 

“ With refpc 6 i to my having violated an 
Ad} of Parliarhent, 1 do by no means admi^ 
that f have done it t that depends, not upon 
what Lhave done, but upon what your Lord- 
ihips may do; that is, upon what conftruciioii 
your Lordfhjps may put upon the difputed 
Claufe. I can only fay, that 1 interpreted it 
to the beft of my judgment; and if 1 haVe 
in edi I have done fo m common with many 
others. No peffoq ever fuggefted to me, 
that the Act of Parliament deprived the Com. 
pany of the right of receiving the cuftomary 
‘ ■ _prefcnt,si 
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^ jfcnts> «U! I heard that interpretation from 
(pyhe* Members of the Houfe of Commons. 

“ My Lords, I iliould think it impnffible 
‘or your Lordftiips to fix any criminality upon 
incurabU ignorance—*•! fay inatrabU —‘for 
though your Loi ufhips ftioold punifh me in 
the fevereft manner for this roifhkc, the 
example can be of no ufe to the preLnt ge¬ 
neration, nor to polarity $ for you can never 
give a common underlbnding the powers of 
diving into the latent naeaning of an cbfeure 
claofe in an A^l of Parliament j a claofe of 
which its real but latent meaning is at va¬ 
riance with its grammatical conftrudlion. 

“ But, niy Lords, a criminality of this 
nature muft depend as well upon the under- 
(tanding of the Judges, as of the party ac- 
cvifed i for it is imflible that his interprsta- 
tion may be right, and theirs wrong. 

** But, my Lords, I have two obfervations 
to make, cither of which alone would be a full 
anfwer to the point of criminality.—Firlt, 
that there, can be no criminality in unavoida¬ 
ble efrorj for though it is a maxim in law, 
th^t ignorance is no excufe, it goes upon this 
{uppuhtion, that infoimation was foffibU \ 
which, in my cafe, jt was not. Secondly, 
that ** Cvmmums error fatit fot every 

body that 1 had occafion to converfe or corre- 
fpund with, feemed all to underrtand the claufe 
in the fame light as 1 did. 

“ J murt here conclude my comment upon 
this Article, with agahv declaring the purity 
of my intentions; that 1 accepted the prefenis 
for the good of ray employers, and that I 
employed them in their fervice at a time 
when the government of India was ddfrefled 
beyond the power of defeription, 

“ My Lords, the FOURTH ARTICLE 
is that of contracts and ALLOW. 
ANCES. It comprehends, in a government 
of thirteen years, five different heads. 

The firft is, that I gave Mr. Sullivan a 
contradf for opium, which proved very lucra¬ 
tive to him, and that 1 gave it without putting 
it up to the lowed bidder. The fails arc 
true, and it is incumbent upon me to explain 
every ctrcumClance in the tranfacSlion. It 
was I myfelf that created that refource of 
revenue for the (Company, and they derived 
much advantage from it, above half a militon 
(lerling in my government. 

“ The value of the opium contradi was 
firlt afeertained by autMion, and we accepted 
the propofals of Mr. Gnltitli and Mr. Wilton, 
who were the lowcft of thirteen bidders,— 
We gave it to them a fecond year j and in 
1777 this contrail was given to a friend of 
Mr. Francis’s, to a Mr. Mackenzie, who 
held it three years upon the former terms, and 
then it was given to him for one year longer. 
It was next given to Mr. Sullivan, who, ic 
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feems, fold the contr?.£\ at a very ad' 
rate to Mr. Benn, W'ho afterwards fob 
Mr. Young; but of this fale I was uti 
ignorant, until after my ai vtval in England j 
and Mr Sullivan a as, duiiug the whole pe¬ 
riod of his contra£l:, the perJon refponfible to 
the Eaft-India Company. 

My Lords, it was itnpoffible for me to 
know the exa<Sl: price of opium in the pr >- 
vincesj and it now appears upon evidence, 
that it was purchafed by th.e fecond contrac¬ 
tors much cheaper than ever it bad beirn by 
the Patna Council, when they enjoyed it as « 
perquihte. 

The only queflion that can be a (keel here 
hi Why was not the contradt put up to 
audlion according to the Compiiny^s otder? 

“ To this, my L<»rds, I anfwer, that 
opium was of that nature, and fo liable to 
frauds and adulteration, that it was detri¬ 
mental to ihe intereff of the Company to give 
a contract upon fuch low terms as to drive 
the coniradlor to the necelBiy of debafing its 
quality, to preferve hinafelf from lofs. It 
was ahfolutely nectiTdiy in fuch a cafe, as it 
was in many others, to have a man of credit, 
honour, and property, upon wliom we could 
rely for a julf and faithful performance of hi» 
engagement. 

“ My Lords, it was objedfed that Mr* 
Sullivan was coo young and unexperienced for 
fuch an employmenr: but thofe who made 
the objt<Slioi) did not advert to this confidera- 
tion, (hat the fahrieobjedlion would lie againlt 
Mr, Mackenzie, and it would operate againft 
the appointment or every Member of Council 
who had of lace been feiit to India. Surely 
inexperience m the growth and manufailuro 
of opium, and inexperience in the motles and 
forms of government, are expofed to hazards 
of veiy different magnitude and confequence. 

“ An objcdlion has been raifed againll Mr. 
Sullit'an, on account of bis being called ray 
artiftant. By afiirtant it was not meant col¬ 
league in office, or participant in power j 
but a more refpcdlabie name for a fecrcUryi 
or writer, 

“ The next bead is, the Armv-cattlr 
Contract. ITpon this 1 am charged with 
corruption and walle in the rates, and excefi 
in the increafed numbers of the cattle. 

** The corruption, I conclude, alludesto 
fpme inordinate profit in it. To this I an- 
fvver, that the profit was folemnly atiefted by 
Mr. Fergufon, offering to confirm it by oath, 
that fifteen per cent, per annum was the 
exter^t of the profit during the war, and that 
profit (till liable to out (landing debts. This, 
fo far from being an exorbitant profit, amount¬ 
ed te no more than a rcafonable agency. 

“ Buf I (hould firft have anfwercd the 
charge of breach of orders la not putting the 
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pp to aui'^ion, ami ac-’^prihg the Unv- 
The Army Contiadi had for 
icceiiive year?; be«n put up to anifual 
bniil it had been beaten dowa to rares 
unet^ual to th^ fervtce. Thii ci.ne in proof 
bcion; me •, for when the war wa? fpreading, 
the coniradtor threw hjmfclf upon oureqaity, 
a.Hl deelaifyd ho could not perform the fervicc 
upaq thfi tcrrrts he had urjdcrtaken. TJte 
terms, in coufequence of that reprefentation, 
were revifed anti amended ; the Board Inv- 
ing in the year sy-.t, granted addr.kmal 
allowances, tree a u(e the former were infuf|\- 
clent. How was it poirible to adreitife for 
the lowelt bidder, while we were rejedling 
the loweft bidder, and admitting tl\c expe¬ 
diency of raifing hu terms ? The thing re¬ 
quired by the Company was impradllcable.-— 
As to the extravagance of the rates, tin it* had 
been formed with the advice of the belt in¬ 
formed ar^d moft experienced ofiicers. This 
point was alfo bn ught in proof before me: 
for when Genera] Goddard’s army was to 
march acrofs ludix, choy had fcarcely quitted 
©ur provinces, when tlie contraOor proved 
himfelf once more obliged to throw himfelf 
upon tfce jultice of the Board, notwithrtanding 
the raiffid rates, wliich he fciuid inadequate 
lo the fervicc j he therefore prayed that iome 
other might do the fervice i and his prayer 
WHS granted, 

“ ibe excefs of numbers is next to be 
confitliii cd. Six thoufand ftven hundred 
were dp|>©inted for an army of thirty-five 
thoufand riieo. No detach.nient marched 
Ih.rt did not icquire a much larger proportion 
thin thefc numbers bore to the whole army. 
The army now iit the held, o4 eighteen 
thpufaud men, has twenty-three thoufand 
hsrtid of cattle, A dctaclimeni of two thou- 
iapd five liundred men marched from Bom- 
bviy ; they ban nineteen thoufand head. In 
fbuH t, no army yer moved that did not prove 
the nnmbart ^xed in the new' contra^ to be 
too frnal!, inflrad ot toe gieat, provided I am 
tight in rt»y opinion, which is, that the army 
jn Bengal, and in Oude, fhould all times be 
in icadinefs for aiihial fery.cc. 

The next criminal point imputed ro me, 
is that of griming cxtraoidinary albwanc^s 
to Sir Eyre Conte, and continuing them o) 
him after the Covin, of Directors liad p^ohi- 
birrd ihofe allowances. 

** My L>rih, ftn Company allowed the 
fConimand r in ihct, heii g in Council, fix 
tlioni.md pannds't a- , foi lo^ fepaiate truff. 
Sir John Cl.svenrjg tin ughi ir infuliicieot, 
and rc:iiKvnlh<.ted, hut wiiti .ut fuccefs- The 
pjohable confvqiicr.ee of his iailure wjs, that 
he n'jvcr vinievl the diilant fbnons of the 
arm>, iK>r U«rU U.-i field in perfon whiHl in 
India, Sir Eyie Cucis, on the contrary, 


early declared his intentions to vifit fh 
fcveiM nations of the army, and the Board 
fi.xed certain allowances, which he was lo 
receive while ahfent from Calcutta, He 
fi viewed the army in Oude, and the Board 
thought it r^iafonable tfiat, while Sir Eyre 
Cooie was in Che Vizier’:.* dominions, thefc 
extra allowances fhould he defrayed by ilie 
ViZier, who readily confenied to pay 

** This, my Lords, was not any breach of 
treaty, for the treaty mentioned in this Ar¬ 
ticle, as bavliig been violated, was the n eaiy 
of Lucknow, concluded in 1775, wfiich 
tfjs Nabob wa.s to pay two lacks, and fixty 
thoufand rupees a month, for a fpecificnvim- 
bei of troops} but ilnce that period an addi¬ 
tional number of troops had been ftatiooed in 
hli own dominions, at his own exprefs re- 
quifition; for which be paid an additional, 
but indefinite funn, annually, 

“ The Nabob had lo high a fenfeof Sir 
Eyre Coote’s merits and fervices, that i«fiead 
of objcdling to the propofed allowance, he 
exprefftd a wifli that it were double that 
amount, H« douhtlefs never lort fight in the 
GeiieraPs abfenceof his being engaged a$ much 
in the defence of his provinces as of thofe of 
the Com]>4ny, and it was upon that princi¬ 
ple that he was fo forward lo continue Sir 
Eyre Coote’s allowances whilfl on the coaft. 
It is always the curtom for all the Company’s 
military ftrvants lo draw double Batta, or 
exiia allow.anccs, when out of the Company’s 
provinces j and it would be llrange indeed, 
that the Cunicnander in Chief fhould be the 
only exception. 

My Lords, when Sir Eyre Coote quitted 
t?ie upper provinces, and went on fervice to 
the coaft, the lame allowances were continued 
to him by the Company; for it was unrea- 
loruahle that he fhould take the field upon the 
allowances which his predeceflbr enjoyed for 
flaying in Calcutta. 

My Lords, I fo well knew the value of 
Sir Eyre Ccote's prelencc on thecoafl, at the 
time when the army was defeated and difpi- 
riied, that there is hardly any thing he could 
have alked, wh>ch 1 fhould not have given 
him. 

M My Lords, 1 muf> alfo pray you to ad- 
ve't to the circ\imttance of General Stibberr, 
w’ho was an inferior offi»;er, having an allow¬ 
ance of above eighty thoufand rupees a year, 
whiUt General Coore was reftrifted to fiKty 
thourHiui, pould it be expelled that he 
fhould have been fati.sfied with that degrading 
ditTcrence, at the fame time that he was upon 
a^hua) fervice, and liable to many additional 
cxpences, whilfl Gener.il Stibbert was at hi* 
eale, in cantoriments, or garrifoii ? 

** My Lords, it was impiifiible for Sir 
Eyre’s Coote’s allowance, as feti.cd at 
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> fuflicient M tUJitld, if tlie fame funa 
not too much hr General Clavering in 
' or if a greater furn was not too 
for General Stibbert, in 
*• Bqr, my Lords, it was not a time to cavil 
with Sir Eyre Coote about field allowances; 

I never was more convincsd of the irutli of 
any hypothefis than of tbisj namely, thAC if 
Sir Eyre Cooie had refigned in difgafi, which 
he might liave clone, the Carnatic had been 
infallibty lod: to this country,/or I can 

only fay, in addition, that I had no finifler 
view or motive in what 1 did j and I Ihonld 
thinV, it my duty to aft the fame part over 
again, in like circumflances. Nay, 1 would 
have abridged my own allowances to have 
increafed his, if he could,have received them, 
rather than have fufFered him to rcfign in 
dlfgurt, or to have quitted the army m dif- 
content, 

, , “ My Lords, in accounting for the agency 
given to Mr. Auriol, it will be neceJfary for 
a moment again to call your attention to the 
vary alarming and diihelTai ft kc of our pof- 
fclliotw in the Cirnattc, Hyder Ally, wVifo- 
ricuf in the Jic/d^ with his numerous army, 
which had cut otf a lirge detachment of our 
troops, and had driven che main body back 
with confiderable iofsto Madras, was hying 
fn gu to Arcot, which ineviubly ^fftl loon 
after, for want of luccours, Hia numerous 
follov/ers were defolating and laying wafte 
the wholes tace of the country, by burning the 
villages, and deftiriying ibc cultivation, up to 
the very walls of Madras. 

“ In this dtflpeiate fjtuation did the Prefi- 
(dent and Council wide to us for every pnfTi- 
ble aid of uoops, money, and provifions.^ 
Sir Eyre Coote, with a reinforcement of Eu¬ 
ropeans and treafure, by rhe celerity of his 
departure and arrival, though in the woift 
fcafoM of the year, gave a fortunate turn to the 
ftate of our aftairs upon the cuaft. We at 
the fame time entered uuo a contiaft to tend 
them the quantity of nee which they had 
applied for; but this was foon exbaufted,-— 
They applied for more, and Mr. Auriol, our 
Secretary, delivered in propoGIs to tend it on 
tlic fame terms as the laft contraft. 

“ My I#ords, 1 then forefjw that the Pre- 
fidtucy of iVladras, as well as the army, mu ft 
depend entnely fur their iubfillence and fup- 
ptnt upon Reugd, Another contrail would 
liavc been but a feeble refource. The ex- 
poits of individuals could never be relied upon, 
for fo great and fo ferious an objeft. 

“ My Lords, conn ufts might have failed. 
One contraft, ami one only, was entered iiito 
during Ib-i lervicc of the agency, and that did 
fait. The conir.iftor prayed to leleaLd 
from a great pait of Ids ujutraft, and was 
rdeaftid, although the rate of lus contraft was 


higher than the average price of all the a] 
fupplies, with his commilTlon includei 
N.iy, conirafts mtifl luve failed for waol 
refourcesin the Treafury to fulfil the fiipula- 
tions for the publtc. The agent employed his 
own creclie. ' ' ■ : ■ 

My L ^rds, the French fleet was for near 
two whole fvafons in complete and undiflurb- 
ed poffeflion of the Bay of Bengalj ours 
ing in harbour at Bomb.iy. Jnfurance was 
not always to Ik: procured, *and uulividualsr 
would net truft their property but in thi; hopes 
of iaige profits to compenfatc for their l ifV!, 

“ My Lords, the puhlic ha«l to great a 
ftakc to favc, that it anfwered to them to 
fend rice at all l iflts j and the pvent has prov¬ 
ed, that it aniwered wellj as the agent, 
though his comnr.lh n was liberal, fupplied 
the fettlcment of Madras with rice, both 
better in qualiiy, and twenty per cent cheap¬ 
er, than the former contraft. He fupplied 
them with it at one half the price at which 
individuals, lauding it there, were coitupHled 
by the government of MUdius to fHl it to 
them in exchange for hills upon f and 

tlie averagtj rate of all his fupphev^ with 
commiftlon included, was lefs than the iatci« 
of ten out of eleven propufals received for the 
contraft, after che agency was abolifherl j aad 
as low as the very Joweft pcopofal. The 
commiilion, I admit, was liberal, though not 
more than had been iifual for officeA of fup- >,'■ 
ply in Bengal. It was originally Jiftrin nritcr vT 
ttaenty-fixie percent, (as eironeoufly Hated | 
by the Miiuager who fummed up the Charges) f 
hut afterwards confiderably reduced; and ♦ 
there were many charges to be defrayed out 
of it. i 

“ My Lords, I fahmic, that an agency 
was the only efTcftnal mode of infuring a 1 
conftant and fufticient fupply for this im- \ 
poriant fcrvice^ and I maintain, that in has V 
proved t<j be the moft frugal nmode to tlKS ■[ 
Company. The confidence which the Board 
had in Mr. AurioFs diligence and ince'j;r ty, 
confirmed by many years experience of his 
conduft, pointed him out as a proper pci (or» 
for thiv fervice, and he was accepted. 

"I'he mode of delivering accounts upon 
honour was imh a new mode in the Compa¬ 
ny’s fervice, (and it is praftlfed at the prefent 
moment in Bengal) nor was it by -^ny means 
intended to preclude tne examination of 
v<^ucher^, whetn vouchers were required, or 
could ne produced *, but fneant to ItiTngthcn 
• the oblig.uioii on the party accounting, whei c . 
vouchers euher could nor be had, or were io 
numerous as to make it almoft imprafticahle 
to ex-im*n« tlverri wuh the accounts. 1 un- 
d;rlt,.nd that vouchers never weretefufed by 
the agent, 

“ Lu; as fo much has been fald on this 
fubjeft# 
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C hope I mr»y he permittcii to reinark, 
any imputed <i)frerpc< 5 t to your LorU- 
whole honour no man can more highly 
frhan I do, that I chink ic ia impoth- 
ble you can conceive the term has been pcof- 
tituced or mifappjied on thefe occaftons.—• 
Ev-rry merchanc depends on the honour, cre¬ 
dit, good %ith| or honefty '(call it what you 
wdl) of his reputed dealings; and were this 
dependence bantfhed from the community, I 
fear we IhouUi have very little fecurity for 
any trarifadlioni in our iuiercourfc with man¬ 
kind. 

My Lords, I am accufed of granting an 
agency to Mr. Belli, who is rtatcU to be one 
of ray own dependants, with a wa/>eful and 
Improvident commilTion. It will be found 
that thi:> bufinels did not originate with me. 
The necclVify for laying up a depot of provi* 

and Bores in the garrilon of Fort VVil- 
iiam, th.it we might be prepared for a fitge, 
was, av I recoUedf, ftrongly urged both by 
General Clavering and Mr. Francis j and a 
degree of negJeif imputed to me for not hav¬ 
ing provided againft fuch an emergency,— 
The meafure was afterwards, on a minute 
-wliichl delivered, confidcred in Council, and 
upon the refolution of the Board, that fiKh a 
dep6t Ihould be formed, the opinion of mer. 
Chants was required upon the quantum of 
commlfTion adequate to an agent for his 
trouble, charges, and lofs, by wattage and 
decay m keeping up the ttore from year to 
year iu conifant good condition. The raer- 
chints declared that twenty per cent, was the 
iea^ com^nfation that could be allowed. I 
propofed Mr. Belli for the agency, and upon 
examining the accounts of a former fervicc of 
this kind cx icuied in the government of my 
predecelfor, Mr, C.Ttiej, which were called 
fortoalTitt us in our dtft«irminaiion, 1 found 
that the Company had fultauiL-d a real U^s 
upon the refaie of thofe ftorcs, at the end of 
two years, of ninety per cent. No agent 
would undertake a fervice by which he was to 
be a lofer ; his profiti ought to be propor¬ 
tioned to the nature and imporcauce of the 
thing required. He might be a lt>f«r by ac. 
Ccpnng the ItaJipoffiiU (ammtjJiTrtt or, which is 
worfe, a failure of his doty might be dan¬ 
gerous to the fafety of our polfclLoos. I 
truft your Lordlhips will nottliink the com- 
mifliou of thirty per cent, per annum, which 
I propolcd for tiie agent to anfwer all charge, 
and Ioffes by wad age and decay tn the chang¬ 
ing of Itores, from time to time as they re- 
qoired it, was an imuioderate .illowance for 
the due performance of fo important a duty, 
w—That I was not improvident in grant¬ 
ing it, will Hppe.«r from Mr. BeJIt's own 
accounts, delivered in evidence to your Lord- 
fhips. There been fume doubt thrown 


upon them by the Manager who fummed u 
this Charge; but Mr, Belli is in Em>land 
and can verity thf-rn. 1 (hall clofe this tub- 
jeet with remarking, that fincemy return to 
England both the Court of Diredlors and niy 
Succottbr In the Government have expretted 
their Itrongett approbation of his luttgrky in 
this buiineCs. 

1 will not detain your Lordfhips by ad¬ 
verting, for any length, to the ttbry told by 
the'Manager who opened the general Charges 
relative to the horriS Cruelties pratlifed on 
the Natives of Dhee Jumla by Dvby Sing.— 
It will be fufficient to fay, that the Manager 
never ventured to introduce this ftory in the 
form of a Charge, though prefled and urged 
to do fo, in the rtrongett: polTible terras, both 
in and out of Parliament.—Mr. Patcrion, on 
whafe authority he relied for the tV uth of his 
alTertions, and with whom, he faid, he wifhed 
to go down to potterity, has had the genero- 
fity to write to my attorney in Calcutta for 
my information, That he felt the fincercft 
“ concern to find his reports turned to ray 
“ difadvantage, as I adled as might be ex- 
** peCted from a mao of humanity throngh- 
“ out all the tranfa<Stion3 in which Deby Sing 
“ wns concerned.'’—Had the cruelties which 
the Manager Bated been really iufl idled, it 
was not podible, as he veiy well knew’ at the 
lime, to impute them, even by any kind of 
forced conttnuttion, to me.—My Lords, it is 
a fa 61 that I was the flrtt: perfon to give Mr. 
I^aterfon an ill opinion of Deby Sing, whofc 
conJurt upon former occafioris had left an 
unfavourable, and perhaps an unjutt, impref- 
fion upon my mind. In employing Deby 
Sing I C'Ji taiuly yielded up my opinion to Mr. 
Auderfon and Mr. Shore, who had hericr 
opportunities of knowing him than I could 
have. In the courfo of the inquiry into his 
condufi he received neither favour nor coun¬ 
tenance from me, nor from any Member of 
the Board. That inquiry was carried on 
principally when I was at Lucknow, and was 
not completed during my government, though 
it was commenced and continued with every 
pofTible folcmnity, and with the fincereft 
defire, on my part, and on the part of my 
colleagues, to do ftndl and impartial juftice. 
The refult 1 h.ive read in England; and it 
certainly appears, that though the man w'as 
not entirely innocent, the extent of his guilt 
boro no ion of piopiirtion to the magnituUe 
of the charges againrt him. In particul ir, it 
is proved that the mod horrible of thofe horri* 
hie adis, fo artfully detailed, and with fuch 
effc^, in this place, ne^er were committed at 
all. 

** Here I leave the fubjeil, convinced that 
every one of your Lordlhips mutt feel for the 
unparalleled tnjuttice (hat was done to me by 

the 


i 
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friirbdudiWn' and propa^tion if that ufe only a licence for vjlilch 1 li3W rt 
• calurim ' many oc 

. My Lordi,‘l vrill not *.io detain your Oone. I neder interrupt'd tljem, nor did no' 
^ordlhips by offei ina many remarlsa upon the Coimfel mterrtipt them, when they were 
grofi injuftice that 1 «lfo fuftairied in havinj makin* their long fpeeches agamft me. I 
been compelled to appear at yoot Lordft,i,n.’ throw myfelf on your Lotdlh.ps* 
bar to joftify a«s which have received the and 1 befeech you to protea me agaiuft this 



rcpexHted approbation of the King’s Minifters, 
find viriuaily of the Itite Honfe of Commons* 
My Loi-a^, it Is perfeaiy true, that the Articles 
to which I allude are not 4nfifted upon, or in 
other words, thsy are-abandoned. But I feel 
the inyury moXi fenfibly, and the expenoe of 
defending myfelf againft them has been into¬ 
lerable* 

I fH King’s Minifters, a« Members of 
Parliament, voted to impeach me for accept¬ 
ing a delegation to Oude, and for forming nn 
armngement with the Nabob Viiwer which 
fubfilis* aK the prefect rnotoent.” 

Mr, Fdx, “ My Lords, 1 am fure I fhonld 
be very viiti will lug to do any thing to interrupt 
a perfon in the fuuatioit of the defendant j 
hut I think you cannot permit liim to Hate 
■how'a Member of Parlian>ent voted, bteaufe 
the defendant cannot polfibly know the fait/" 

Lord Ktnyofi, The perfon accufed at 
th^ bar will certainly meet thelvifhes of this 
Houfe, and of the Managers alfo, in replying 
to tire allegations that have botin opened 
againft him, by avoiding, if he can, the ufe of 


violence, 

Mr, Burks, ** My Lords, wc otfer no 
violence; the Mao^ers of ihei Koufe of 
Commons offer no violence to ihd prifoner n 
your Lordlhips’ bar/’ 

Lord Kenyon, ** U the defendant is guilty 
of any impropriety, he may correa himfdf.** 
Mr. Law. *< I wilh to rctrd to the Hon; 
Managers’ cortfukr^ition--— 

\ Lords, “ Go on, go on.*’ 

Mr, Having), ** My Lords, 1 really lay 
under a gteat difjiclvantage. If what I have 
faid is w rong, punifh me for it j but I btfeech 
you do not let rne be interrupted. I cannot 
fpe.'k from the fudden itnpulfe of my own 
mind'—•! am not aocuftomed to k, I have 
Written duwn what 1 wifl; to read} and I 
call God tn witnefs that 1 did it with a dafe 
regard to the reverence due to this horxmra* 
ble Court.’* 

Lords. “ Goon,gdon/’ 

Mr. Haftings then proceeded as follows* 

1 n»y, my Lords, in four feparale letters 
the King’r Minifters approved of what I had 


againftbim, by avoiding, tf he can, tne me 01 w. ^ 

namesjthoughitiscertainlyCompetcrutoHim, done, though they voted to impeach me fot 
It 4,.,. Ui.. fiiit! cioina tt. 'rhey orderc-d my arrangement to 


if he thinks it for his advantage, to point out 
any'inconfiitcncy or wijufticc in the coodudt 
of his pjofecutors.” 

Mr,HaJiifigs, ** My Lords, I befcech you 
to recollect the very great tenlerncfs 1 liaro 
ttfed when I have been fpcaking of the moff 
atrocious anions that have been oommicted 
agavnfl; me t it is not my intention to acCufc 
any body; but if any fail necefTiry to rtiy 
defence fhould, m Hating tliat defeace, ne- 
ceffarily involve the crimination of othniA, I 
do not mean to criminate them—but the 
confequcnce is inevitable—it is not my fault.' 

Mr. Fo.f. ** My XiOrds, the nature of my 

' objetHion is this J-^1 do not objedl to any 
langu-ige the pdfoncr m^y ufe* t>f a^y kintl 
whatever, in h«s fitwalion j but having ftated 
that the King’s Minifters have fo voted m the 
Houfe of Commons, I think that is a fa^l that 
he*cannot bring evidence of, and confequently 
it is iliipoffible fonts to anfwer in reply. I 
think it is impoffible he can know how a Mi- 
nifter has voted in the Houfe of Commons.” 

'Mr. Hafiin^s* “ My Lords, may I, with¬ 
out dvfrefpetft to the Managers, fay, that 1 


doing it, 'They ordered my arrangement to 
be invarit^bly ridhered to i they approved, as 
they declai'c therrtfelvesj, of ibe principles on 
which it.wjis formed} and the Mmifter for 
Jndia lias taken credit every year for the fub- 
ftdy procured by that arrangement, which is 
paid nri(HitSiy wilh the pun€iuality of a Bank? 
dividoiid. They voted alfo to impeach rne 
for having ruiiv?;d, oppreffi’d, and deftroyed 
the natives of Bengal, although in the firft 
(Luge of the bufincfa they oppofed the Heveouo 
Article which contains thefe 3llegaiion5,and 
although the faUchood* of the Charge muff be 
apparent to every man who is not prepared to 
prove that the Miniffcr for India hasaiinually 
prefented ^falfc accounts to the Houfe of 
Conmvins. Both cannot be true, 
y In the fev/ words that 1 bad the honour 
to addrefs your Lordlhipson Monday, lalTured 
you that I (hould never make a defence fot 
my conduft 00 the pica of neceflity, although 
the Managers for the Commons have taken fo 
much pains to refute that plea, 

** According to rhy conffroiliofi of the 
law, it was not criminal to receive prefents 


This Heventjc Charge was moved in the late Parliament by Mr. Francis, and very 
ftrcoely oppofed by Mt. Pin ; but llie Minifter uiid ih* whole Botird of t’ontroid w"® 
io a minority, being beat by fifteen voices: when it was framed into an Article, the Mimfte' 
and the Board of Conttoul v*t«d it to contain higu crimes and mifdemeancrs. 

PartIV. 
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a fplemp ]i\ my own 

;«5< to appropriflte ^v€iry nipefi (a re(;mvd 
ip pVft>\icf«Mfvij:«^, mwl to that public for vice 
ey,«lFy tupe* applie<J w'^h^he vtiDjpil fiilc- 
|ity. i thought it pprfc<SlJ,y confjftept with 
^0 kvy,^ flm Qf foity or f^fiy lacks of 
rupe^f> from Cheyt Spg for hia copcwmccy* 

I conceived it rtridtiy joRjftiible,, npon the 
. mfojtmahon that I .Jjjid received of the Be¬ 
gum's to CAinkni to the refump- 

tion oi( .tkr Jaghirea, and of the tre.vfuire in 
, f\er pclfelBon. That I bad Joformat on of her 
; • dtfaffe«?»iQn before mp/is cIc'AiV id cvri.d^ce ; 
and if X couid have been fa\fo«red w jtlv a few 
day? attention ip this place, I could havft efla- 
biifhed that fadV by irrftiiliiWe proof. 

But, my tods, ^pes it ceafe to be ma- 
\ virtal to the Ojr .is .iu. »0 bo 

(aid that; thg ner,ellity ilid,DOtex|t> stt all, 
because X a»!ri of opinioo ifiat I J^oJ^e tv<if law 
in ^cepting; prdffentsv and did uot degrade my 
own chai^dteav hor the Britilh naroe> by coy 
amdwiX to Ch&yt Sing or the Beguavr ? 

V Optniajrt . o/Our may fee 

iCpUe^ed from the following paffaje iu my 
If'Creative of the |,n(iiFj:o4\inA iivBenart.ii; 

** 1 left Calcutta irapreifed with tlm belief 
that excraoidfoary means wor« nciwUfiiry, 
ff. and thole exerted with a lirong hand, to 
** preferye the Cumpany’s int«refts. froan 
f* linking ymier iks. at cumulated wiinj-/*# that 
of^pnjfed thaw* I law a polUIcal necidiiy 
for curbing the overgrown power o.f;»great 
** rp,ember of their domituon, and makuxg it 
*;f Contribute to the of 

exigmeies, if I evred, my error 
V, prompted by e^foefu oi 2eaJ for their 
interetts operating v*'Uh too Itroog a bias 
*«, upon rpy judgmeJit/* t 

. Q( what, nature ihofc recelBties were I 
will now ftatej and I believe the prr)of$ of 
them were upon the tpbie of the Houfe of 
Qomnaoms when thofenecvflirieg were denied 
to have had exiftence^ and when my Impeach¬ 
ment was voted. 

^ . I** ] loA Calcutta in July, and ligned the, 
treaty of Chunar op. the i gjth of September 

iySr. 

We had at thaf period borrowed as much 
money uimn bonds we could borrow, for 

Such 

^ Page 94.1 of the printed evidence. 

•f Extracts fy.mSir Jobifi Matpherfon''s letter t? th Court $f DirtCiorSy dated ^Qtb Murthh 

ir» 3 - 

“ Of the geneva! diftrefs of your affairs fn all your Pvtfidencles, in ihe latter end of Aoguft* 
1781, wMn I arrived at Madras, you have long Bnce had authentic accounts, but of tht 
** Hunger to which the %ery sxifience of the Company was then expo/edyou can have no adequate ideu^ 
** In the Carnatic, your principal fcttlemcnr, ard your main army muter Sir Eyre Coote, 
-were funounded by the army of Hydcr, who had indeed been defeated on the ilf of July 
ly&i, but who, from that check, feemed only to have become more guarded, and dctcr- 
mined in his purpofe. Neitheryaur army^ n»r even Fort St* George had at that itma 
<« above a fevt days prorjjfens injhtef nor sou Id there be any projped of jupply from the cou^t>‘y* 

^ JU 
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the bcoda bore a wnfidiEirable dlfcaunt* 
Every letter received from M^idras l>etw«ei 
|loyemht'‘F i 7 H(?> and ^ptewbt-r 178? 
- contained the muft preliing 
money and provifton^ Thfefe letters 
upon record, aUhoj.igh t^Qt before your jfe<w<j- 
Ifeips; and I am in poir<(.ilion of private leWidrs 
written ro me by the. Governor of Madrast in 
period, in aypjicate triplicate^ mqft 
earneAly pi^lling me, to fave thetw from 
fmkipg, by fending ihept ample fuppUes of 
money and pruvtftoit^. ,S>F Eyre C<xjie de¬ 
pended upon me for feven lacks #1 rupiita.a 
mqptb, for tifee W ^(th^ aonies ra the Car¬ 
natic, The nioft prelling applicationa foir 
money were received from Bombay> 'and 
front Gemiral Ct^Jd^rd^ wlM>coroma»)dcd 
army in Qnzzer%|, and vj^ry hettvy bills were 
dr^'vifn upon th.e Govewiment of: i.rt 

the htft m.fwths of th^ yei^r Tile 

.tfoops in, Omie apd 'irt w^re anaay 

monthc in ajifeaF*. lOelpncA Muir’s ai'my,^ln 
province MaJwa, ?,mi hilajor Popham*®# 
Bepfjrt^, were epafiderabJj? in aTOrs. A 
Efcach fleet flad ai>pe?!ii< 5 d efi Fott St.I,George 
in pohru;(«,ry i w’a?.ex.pcf;ktUo rotms 
ip the crdMutft fe>if(»>, and diji s^^lually cuume 
nportthe ef Cotjwir^andel ki ApriViylj# 
Sir J^hn Maepherft)^, who-landed in 
fcakii^tta in Ofi'tober tySi’* hit? truly dc4 
feribfid onr fuuation that moment i 

An empty treafufy^ and every refourca 
for raiflpg. nmney (Q} comp.l«tQly exhauAed, 
that n was with the utmoft difficulty the Go- 
Ycrnor could raife a loan for a. f:emiit'.^oc« of 
eight or ten facka, which faft had^ folectiniy 
pledged himfeif to malfe tQ> Sir Eyre Ccsotei, 
whom he bad left at Tundras ia SeiHsmber in 
iho greateft diflrefs for taoney. 

It is ip evidence thac<Colon«i Muir, after 
th», feparate peace wlpcb li conclijidcd with 
Mad-jjee. SciAdia, could notfeccoB the Jumnd 
until,he received a fupply from Tyizabad iit 

Eabruary rySa^. r. 

'* The fa^, my Lorda.v la kAOwu and ac-<^. 
knpvvledged by every maA wihtr fervftd, duHng 
tl|e late, war in India, thac ourft^ofleffious there 
werftpfeferved only by the cKtraoirdinafy re« 
fources procured by mein cojofedueAse oi the 
treaty of Chunar f. » 
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Sivch xviis tilt diftrcl’s of the Irobps in 
and in thb M.ihratc^ countVy/ttat the 
irs fold their pi’atc for the temporary 
• of thiiV feppyi}, as they tUd allfo upon 
the c 6 m, 

** Kut if with the fitm df otre haridrcd 
thif cy eight lacks of riTptees, Winch I jmoctiietl 
i« OiKle from Septerrib&r lySt to Septem- 
her lySaj, and a very large Ihm received in 
this next year, we foiind it difHCult to rnain- 
tain odr armies, what m'uft have hefen the 
onwfequt/ace, had I not formed fucha benefi¬ 
cial arrang;ertiertt with the Nabob,. Vizier ? 
And your Lordlbipa will btrlievd that T fck 
the full force of ditr fituatibh when I con- 
ernded thd treaty of Chohar. I had not then, 
I have not now/ the fmallcft doubt that the 
liacf Hifforded! mih’tary ajUifiance to 
Cheytf (ng^ Circomftances have been brought 
to’ my recollefHdn frnce the Trial cotr> 
mfeticcd which had efcapsd me before j and 
thefe are confirmed to me by evidence which 
I am f«re yollr Lnrdfhips Would <lei*m deci- 
upion the fubje^it, had i bech allowed a 
few days to lay it before yoit, 

** My Lord?}, yoii are nbw better enabled 
to Judge of the difficblties which I had to 
icncounter tri the laA war, than 1 did llip- 
pofif it Within pbflibility for your liord(hips 
to Ise When Ihiu Tt'rial tiooimdficed. 

*• Your Eordrtiips will ffeef for the wants 
under which I laboured when I had to con- 
f^ud^ at one trfnej with w//the Powers 6f In¬ 
dia, combined with the French and the Uucch, 
becaufe yodr Xordfhlps have proof's before 
yon in the Coimcil Chamber 6f Parliament 
that the refbhrCes of India are now utterly 
inadequate to ifie fnppctf of a war againft ofta 
native Power who is nfiyHCted by any Euro¬ 
pean ally* We am in alliance with all the 
Mahratta chifefs^ attd with the SoOb Hlar of 
0 ecc’am who were in the farmer wjir confede¬ 
rated againft us. The Govefhrnenl of Ben¬ 
gali When this war CommindCnced, was free 
frotn fomign and domellic embarraffments. 


The Nabob Vizlor Had cbmpletCly Kqi’iid 
his debt, and his fubfidy was paid witfi the rn 
rrt'dft piin6i:u2.lity. Bensrcs afforded the fin 
revenile which I am itfipeathed fbr having' 
proeurciL t'he falc, the opium, and the land 
reyof added lb the fubfidy (torn 

Obtitrji'i'id Ihe Penarcs cdlledlions, productJ 
annually to the Company nearly fiiv« miliiOh* 
foim hundred thoufand pounds, 

But, my Lords,To inadcquaie have thefd 
refouites proved, with the addition of the 
revenues of FOrt Sc, G^rgc and Bombay, 
that fiiiCe the commencement of the prefent 
war a vbry confiderahJe fonii in fpecie has been 
trartftfiitted from England to India; money 
hf.s been borrowed the wtnioil; exront of 
their credit at Bengal, FoU St. George, and 
Biimbay, at a high intereftj arid Hyder Beg 
Khah, whom yovir Lnfdfhips haTri Heard of 
fo o/rd»f has afiifted Lord CornWallis with a 
Ibrin of twenty-two lacks of rupees.—1 men¬ 
tion ihefe circnmftances to yoiir Lordfiiips to 
prove ttiat the rcfourccs of India canhot, hi 
time of war, meet the expeners of India. 

Your Lordfhips knoiv that t could liot, 
and Liird Cornwallis canHpt' do, -ii/Au/ 
jM/HjJidf 'of d^neJinN the Remiu^ 

/m—I could not bolrow tO the utmoit ex¬ 
tent 6f my w'ant^ during Coe bte war, and tajt 
prifteHry ro pay the inteiefl: of my loans. 
The l efources to be obralned by loaris^ thofd 
excepted for which bills upon the Company 
we.re granted ’, failed early Itt nhy adminifira- 
cion, and will fail mucl^ earlier in Lord Corn* 
whllis's, not from waht of confideric® in ijiac 
Noble Lord, but becaiife the liirpliis refourtesi 
of Bengal have not been employed in Ijqui- 
daiirig the debt otjrl',ra€led in Bengal during 
he late war. 

Allow me, my Xifds, td call again tov 
ybur Lordftiips* rccollefilion the many and 
the unprecedented difficulties with which I 
had to coot«nd during the lard war in India. 
Evoiy meafore of my adrriinifiration wSs cal¬ 
culated to relieve the public exigencies j nor 


** Jtt on •whichyour other Prejidendss deftendsd aimoft entltely jor JuppluSf your t/ea- 

Jufyi ivas dt^iried^ and extcry cj^ert of yoijing money by locin und by pixfital rewttianeei bad bom 
trhd, 

« On the fohje^l of the fupplies which have been feiu from hence from the period of my 
** arrival (eleven days afc'cT the treaty of Chiiriai* was figned) for the fupport of the war in 
your other Prefidencies, I have the honour of tranfmiiting you the accompanylnf' ofiicial 
** account, fjgnCd by your Aicouritont-General. From this account you will pleafe loob- 
“ feVve, that the amount'Remitted, and a 61 udly paid, from the 30th September 1781, to the 
4 ‘ ift March 1783, is two crores, fifty-eight lacks, oti^ choufand three hundred and fifiy-fix 
** rupees, befides the treafurc and (lores which were fent fome days finee with Sir Eyre Coote to 
(he coafi, and bills accepted by this Government, and under payment, making in all a Aim 
if little fliort of three millions fterlingd* . . 

'■ In the year 1782 the Governor-GeneraUnd Council drew bills upon the Company to the 
amount of that year’s invcftment. In St'ptembcr 1783, the Diredors wrote to Bengal, 
eiprcniiig their difappiohation of the meafurc, and telling their fervants that they vtuft fall 
upon fome Other mode of fUiPPlying the public wtigencies. 




»y man England point ouc other 
than thofe which I employed, by 
the fubUc neceCniies could have been 
ed j yet 1 have been four year$ impoach - 
(lid before your Lovdilliips for tho fevcral a<5ts 
by which jt preCerved what the India Minifler 
has called, in the Houfe of Commons, thp 
In tht Bni'tjh Crofwn ! 

' I have now gone fh?tugh the examina¬ 
tion both of the general avid I’pecihc crimes 
which have been laid to my charge. I have, 
endeavoured to devciopc the great and com¬ 
manding points of every Articje> 

jfVom Itioie vvhicli are either immaterial i i 
themrelvcs, or which depended for their iec« 
liftide, or crimiriaiity!, on the former, 

** id this WDi it I have in effect undertaken 
to redu(:e the, compiled mafs of (even folio 
TVolunne$ into tlie corapafs of a few pages, a 
labour rev^juiring months of leifure to execute 
it as it ou^ht to be, and a length of time pco- 
poruonewljupt to the excentofthc work, but 
to the degree of its abbreviatioB. 

“ I have urged all that in this vievv of the 
fubjedt wn8, ,m my judgment and recollec¬ 
tion, necelTary to the elucidation of hi but it 
is hardly polEblethat fometbing may not have 
been omitted, which would have rendered it 
pnore complete j fomefhing the want of which 
may yet leave doubts on your Lordlhips^ minds 
rofpeifhng parts of my cocidu6I detached from 
Ihc general tenor of it. For this, apd for 
other de|vcicncies in this addrefs, I have to 
beg your .f^ordCiiips* candour, and to plead 
the chfadvaniage of tht? refti idted and in <de« 
i.;iu3te time, and the infirm hate of body, 
pnaer which I have arranged it. 

** I muft reluiffantly prefs uponyour Lord- 
fhips' time, and fh.'tU halten to conclude with 
a few general obfovyations upon the nature of 
this Impeachment, as it relates to thofe prin¬ 
ciples which coortiluiethe moraUjualities ami 
chara€lers of all niankiod. 

If the tenor cf 3 man’s life has been in¬ 
variably muked with a'difpofition to guilt, it 
ivill be a llroiig piefnmption againlt him, in 
any alh^cd'ini'i.incc, that he was guilty. 

If, on the conirai7, the whole tenor of a 
mon's life was fuch as to have obtained for 
binn the univci fa.! good wid of all with whom 
tie had any infeicoprfe in the intereftcd con- 
ceyns of life, live prefumption will be as well 
grovmded, that ! e w^as innocent of any parti¬ 
cular wrong imputed to himj cfpecially if 
thofe who are the alleged fufiferers by that 
wrong, make ndcoo>plaiiuag<iii>ft him. 

But vlyhat fiijll be faid of complaints 
brought agaihrt a man, who was in truft for 
the inierelts of the gveateft commercial body 
in the wnrld j w'hu employed and illre^fed 
the fervices of thouf-nds cf liis fellow cii^zens 
jn great ofihciaJ deparemencs, and jn extcuiivc 


raditai / opcroitions j who conneiSled Pdiv^j^ 
and States by alliances with hi§ parent kingj* 
doms, and on whofe rule the peace and happi- 
nefs of many millions depended 5 I fay^ wlsac 
ihall befaidof coiuplaimsbroughtagainft fuch 
a man, in the names and on the belialf of all 
thofe deferiptions of men, ^u/U all unite ihgir, 
flff'f ages in bjs fn’Uout' f Such complaints, 
with inch a prefumption a^'alpft the polTibility 
of their truth, may have exifted, but the 
hiftory of mankind cannot produce an ipllanco 
of their being received on fuch a .foundation, 
until live late and prefept Houfe of Commons 
tlbou^ht Jit to create one in »«y Irnpeachmcnt, 

Permit me, my Eords, to .retrace the 
pnncipal events in the public life of that man/ 
yvhom tlveCommons have thus brought, and 
have kept fo iong^ in Trial before you* With 
the year 1750, i emered the fervice of the 
Eaft-India Company, and from that (endee I 
have derived all ray official habits, and all the 
knowledge which I poffefs, and all tbe pria- 
clples which were to regulate my coudinSt iq 
it, If thofe ptinciples were wrong, or if in 
the obfervance of them I have erred, great 
allowance ought to be made for human in¬ 
firmity, where 1 polfe|red fuch, luade^uatA 
means of obtaining a better guidance, Yet 
the precautions v/hich 1 invariably ufed, ren¬ 
der even this plea unneceifary by the refe¬ 
rences which I made to the Court of Direc¬ 
tors, my immediate matters, of every mealure 
which i have undertaken, with its motives and 
objects minutely explained jfuid detailed,. 

For the truth of this alTertion 1 might 
fafeiy appeal to them, and I am fure that 
they would auc,tt it ^ and the volumes both 
of confultahons and letters in their polTpflion, 
prove that my lhare of the compilation ex- 
(jeeds, btyond all degrees of comparlfon, that 
of the mottiaboriops pf my predecefl(brsTc not 
excepting even my eyer-hqrionred friend, 
tylr. li^nry yarffittart, 

*! Nor was it to tijetn only tfjat I was thus 
commvinlcarive. ^ When <^rcat-Britain waij 
involved ill a complicated war, and their Go¬ 
vernments in India had, ^fidea European 
enemies, a confederacy of all the principal 
Powers of India armed .'igainft them, I gave 
the then Mlnitter of ih^s kingdom conttant 
information of all the meafurcs which I had 
taken, in conjuriittipn with my colleagues in. 
the Governn7ent, to repel the dangers which 
prclVtd us; the* motives and objeilii of,thofe 
meafiiu'S; the coufcquences expected from 
them; and the meafuies I had further ia> 
contemplation 5 and it has fince afforded,mo 
more than common plcvafure to refle^^, that 
every fui.ceflTive letter verified the expe^^Uiions 
and the promifi^s of the preceding. 

“ If 1 had given evidence in ray defence, I 
iliouid have called upon the Noble Lord to 
’ ” produce 
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all m/ ietters io ftis » 

ote ami letters to tli« Court of Direc- 
but my Icttct^ to Lord North In a moft 
llrikmg manner, would have Ihewn how 
careful I was it> expofe all my a^fllons to 
their knowledge, and cofffequootly how little 
apptehonfion 1 could have felt that there w.is 
any thinjr in them that could be deemed 
reprehonfjblil!. In afi iuftatrees which r.wght 
have been deemed of a doubtful nature, thefe 
communications were virtual rerercnces for 
their or for their future prohibition. 

If X received neither, their filence was ,i 
confirmation, and had more than the efh.ft cf 
an order, fince, with their tacit approbation 
of them, I fiadimpoO^d upon myfelf th* prior 
obligation of my own conception of tlidr 
Ipropntty* Wcrel^thtertfore, fora rntmciti 
to fuppole that the a<fts with which 1 am 
cbnrged, and which I fo communicated (for 
I communicat'if' all to the Court of Directors) 
were intrinfiCAlfy wrong, yet from fuch 
proofs It is eyident that I thought them right 5 
and thereh>re the worft that could be faid of 
theila, as they lould me, is, that they 
were errors of judgment} and even for thefe 
in sin inftauccis where* they were repeated, or 
tlm caufts of hihfequenc affs, deriving the 
fame quality from them, the error, and every 
l^lame whic[. could attach to thwirit vyas theirs, 
•tvho might bam carredia^ thm^ and dU net. 

In the year Vy< 58 I was appointed by 
the Court of Directors of the Ealk- India Com** 
pony, a Member of the Council, and even¬ 
tually to fycceed to the Government of Ma¬ 
dras. 

** In the year lyyt, when the affairs of 
their principal eftabhlhment were fuppofed 
to bo on the decline, and to require an nn- 
ufual exertion of abilities and integrity to 
retrieve them, the Court of Piredlors made 
choice of me for that ti uft; and I was by 
their order removed from the Council of Fort 
St. George, to the Govemineut of Fort Wii- 
iiam in Bengal, and to ibc principal diredliop 
of all the civil, military, commercial, and po¬ 
litical affairs, dependent 00 It. 

“ In the year 1773 1 appointed by an 
Adk of Parliament Governor-General of Ben- 
gab for five yeaysv 

“ In the year 1778 I w'as re-appointed by 
the fame aurhority for onej in 1779 for an¬ 
other,* in 1781 for ted years j and in 1784. 

I w‘'as virtually coufirnaed by tnat Adk which 
forms the prefent Government for India. 



** lothis long period of thirteen yen. ^ 
ttnder fo many fut celfive appointments, 
leave to call to the recolle^ion of your 
fhips, that w'hUft Great.Britairj loft one half 
of its empire, and doubled its public debt, 
that Government over which I prefidedi was 
not only piefirr'/ed entire, but Incieafcd in 
population, wealth, agricuhun?, and com¬ 
merce; and although your JLbr'dftiips have 
been told by the Houifc of Cothmbn?., th« my 
meafures have ;di%r£Ced and degraded the 
Britifh chara< 5 ker In India, I appeal to t'hd 
general fenftfof mankind, tb confirm what X 
am now going to fay, that the Britifh name 
and charadker never floi<d higher, or were 
more refpedied in India, than when Meft it. 

So much may 1 fay for the general effect 
of my Government. For the fpecific At\$ 
which l»ave contributed to protlucc it, ic 
W(7iild require volumes to recite them.— 
Shortly permit to etmmcrate the principal 
heads which cornprehebd them. 

Every divifion of official bulinefs, and 
every department of Government, which now 
cxifks in Bengal, with only fuch exceptions as 
have been occafioned hy ihe changes of autho¬ 
rity enadked from home, are of my formation* 
The eflahlilhment formed for the ad- 
mmiftration of the revenue, the inftivution of 
the courts of civil and criminal jufkice in the 
province of Bengal, ynd its iramctliate depen¬ 
dencies; the form of Government eftablilhcd 
for the province of Benares, wiili all its 
dependent branches of revenue, commerce, 
judicature, and military defence; the ar¬ 
rangements created for the fubfidy and de- 
fence of the province of Oude, every other 
political conneikion and alliance of the Go¬ 
vernment of Bengal, were created by me, 
and fubfift luKhangcd, or if changed, changed 
only, to ufethe words of my noble and vir¬ 
tuous fucceffor, applied tn the principles of 
my arrangements in the province of Oudc> 
“ with a view to lengthen their principles, 
“ and render them perptanent," 

“ l>o great fcurccss of revenue, opium 
and fait, were of my creation ^ the fit ft, which 
1 am accufed lor not having ra.ade ; pro- 
ttnaive, amounts at this time yearly to ilio 
nett income of iao,oool. the hiM (and ail 
my colleagues in the Council refufed to lharo 
with rrre in the refponfibiiity attendant upon 
a new fyftem) to the yearly nett income of 
above 800,000! ", 

To fura up all; I maintained the pro¬ 
vince* 

*'^ho hiftory of the opium revenue is In evidence s Of the fait, the Oireaors wrote to 
Bengal the aift of September 1785, in the following terms j f 
“ When we conftder the alarming decline of the fair revenuf inthe year /780, and for 
which no remedy feemed for fome time to prefent itfclf, we acknowledge ourfelves indebt- 
ed to the abilities and acai of Mr* Haftings, for a pl.vn fuggefted and completed by him, 
t which 
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my i?i a 

pevVC^* and f«ctnify<* wto 

•;r nftvn^^eyoUh^.Rrm'-Ti empire was 
in extesrnaf'ivairft) w c;ivil ti,HWiU. 
li'J a which 

,n!J States of Iftdiay 

<ti'Ujing djrte TwccdTive years^ I reprc lfet] it id 
it^,,yppfpai[Ch 10, the c»>uptru« of Uw Brjtifh) 
dsimiiiViiOiv, and >y liinely wdeon unted regu* 
Vinonsy pievft'.^cd its rtturhi; little 

Jkpywin jn Knglaodi, becaufv it wanted the 
poMmi w'hith alone could it a 

•♦ifibic comriiioicati' -n j bur. proved by the 
liratcful acki>o>vh'i>dfiiti&f)i& o( tlufe who 
woidd Iwvtt bmt Cft© Oiiiy fiaffci ci’S by fuch a 


fcouPKOi wlio^ remsiobcnng the sffelh 6f 
icfliOlioo ot- tbig, «h’eadf<>l calanrviliy, ’^ 
have irrKle ihelr foivftt of tht? obligatic^ij which 
they owe to me foe thi’; hltihn^, a very 
pi !ntip?il (allied^ of many nfi the 
tr/afmittcd by the iohabitaHta of Bmgai> 
Bahaf) and Henat^s. . 

“ And lallly, 1 raided tte colledlive annual 
mcome of the Company’s poflTeflrions; wndev 
roy ad/niniflracicii frvim three t(i iivomtlhon 4 
not of tenvpo .iry aodforcedexadliion# 
hot ot ■ an ^fy> an<Ml^ifl-ejiiltiriig 

proilud^iooi fht* foreft evidence of a gbo 4 
Ciovern ment-r^ improving . ligncullure, and 
jou eafed populstkout* 

<* .To 


“ which not only retrieved of trade and revenue, but produced an tTflfi'dilve; benefit 

*♦ la. the Company', b^i^yoiad o«r mofl faniiuine e:;£pt’<ftatit>fr. 31 1 ii, with ple^(ure*a|fo that we 
‘‘ 'mmarH the in4»/lry and talents difpUyed by, H^nry; Vanfatart, CumptroUer, in 
carrying the plan iplp, execution, : . - 

♦* Approved by the Board, and %oed by ** HENP.Y DtJ.ND AV 

« W. W» GahMVIL'LE* 
V MCROR AVE, ' - 

, M WAJuSiNGHAM/’ • 

* In :I 770 '* 

Whrn To powerful a body ftS thb-FToufe of Corrtmons commit ib«ir name and charadfer;^ 
by the arffertiort of a fadi wliiifth tuitis ods u|mn exaitviontion not to have the flighted fmrndatiog 
m iruii), the leipedl; which ttvery Brinfh fnbjcdl owes to that brancl> of the I^giftature, will 
Otftarahy induce hiiio to produce every pidl^ble rpecies of evidence that may cchd lo jullUy him, 
m an inn^nce in, whkivhe v^CHimes t<i chfkT from fo'great an authority. 

Tba^ Mr. Hafiwgscliifbd the rt;i*Ajrc;'' (jf bis Gov'emmeot frovyi three rnlllitws a-yaar to five,, 
w in cvrrieince before tlxs Houfe <?( Gomriinions,^nd tlia{ evidence WSW' enlered iiTpon the Journals 
on the moiiop of Mi. PumUis, tire India Minirter. 

ihit, Va ir fhonld hg laid that Mr. H>:bng3 profiifely lavished the revenues tlySt he bad 
vv^ ih^^U htr^ exikf llatcmart of ihea<flual profits a««4i<»//yafif«)g to the Eaft-. 

C(;>iT*.paMy frr-nuhoir Bengal poH^^ the time.they acquired thole pollciTibrjs Ui 

s, 76;5». down'M> the yetii iy-tji. The docvimehts are all before rliie Houle of Corivaionsv 
cxccjit. fur two yearri,,,. i and rySo-’Si j ancfwc believe that the accounts'for ibofe iwp 

very accuratt^, chough'we rftii'not give rl^Qirv dniii tbefame conhdencsthat we do iho 
oilrt r years'aceou«H^> which are a 11 of them upon journals (>f tlie Hobfeof Coroipons* 
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Xlfr. Hafilngs’s Gu-' 

verninent. 


c»75,c r 
7 *V 


768.57 

567 , 8 b '6 . 

1,031806 

1,615. 

t,? 7 ’U 02 3 

’>7 67,4; I 

l.»^• 00^67 3 


1778 ^ ' II<> 4»>437 } ' 

i 77 n «o 377^6771 

1.780.*» 3-54>4.,S4 I 

lygi-a , y 

i78z'3 1,019,62* I 

J7:85'i>4 1^1^3.2*4 1 

1-784-5 1 ,ti5,6ix J 

17S5-6 1,038,987/ Sir J* Maepberfon^ 

i.'/i’6^7 1,660,8685 Government. 

Mr, H.-(lWir.^Ro. i.-:i 37-8 2,233,943 ? e.iH Cornwallis 

verftmem. 1.788-9 \ Governromt, 

1789- 90 1,807,444 i 

1790- 1 ^ I,ib5)8iI 


X. 

471,0677 Lord Clivers 
1,155 >501.) V emment. 

t.! ’’*?' 1 Mf- Vereltt’s Gp- 
vernmew. 

336 >si;.J 

Mr. Cartier’s Go.: 
vernnien'. 


By EfVifnr.tei 


I’lninthis account it appears that tbeaflual nett profit received by the Eaft-Indi,^ Coinpany^ 
during Mi. l:t;Tbngs’i Government, wa^ above twelve millions eight humlred thoufand pounds, 
jUthougli, from-the yeat 1777 Sy tVihe clofc Of Im adminittration in 1784-5, th« B^ngaVarmy 
was upon a wir ffl?d>bfhmsni; nrd irrthat'period t \o'i»nli<ierable detaenrUents wer«< ferving? 
in the Cr'.rhaii^wml the Vveff of I"dia, aiid.aixl.ird fnr iorne time in the province of MaKya..^ 
Tiw riifioiM ioo of peace, and the rccurn of fhefg armies, enabled tRe Bengal Government td 
reduce th?'.; hiilitaty citpcaces kbovo a luidlitiD &8rBitig> a year. Ibis reduilionj with the 

prcgrefiu’C 
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To tl'ic of ’Jinglanclj in whofe 

o lam arrwgn^jd for defahtin^ she pro'*, 
iticts vf ib&ir iim>. 4 *tiofi itt i dar<f to 

^cpJy, thw they attv and li^ir reprcfenUtivea 
, aimoaUy perfttt in telllog them I'o, Uve snofi: 
flouriftiing of all the Statea of It^dia«»-"nE wste 
I who made them fo. 

** tIio valour nf others acquired,. T en¬ 
larged, and gave fbape andcorl^tteiicy iothe 
cloaiinkn whjch you hold t(h€rcj^ v l f lefefved 
Hi I fant forth itsfa.a’itmies wi»h an efreiftonl, 
but eecoiiomicjil handj through onkROwn and 
hoftile regions, to the fupport of your pther 
pofleirions j to the retrieval of one from de¬ 
gradation and Jilhonoui } and of tho other, 
from uitcr lofs and fub)e<Jlioh. I rnaintauied 
the wars which were of your formation, or 
that of others, not af mint. X won t)rie mem¬ 
ber of the great Indian Confederacy from it 
by an a^l of fejafonable rel^itation ; vvit 
another f I maintained a (ecret interconrfe, 
and cohverted him into a friend j a third J I 
drew off by diverfion and negociahon, and 
ernployed him as the inftrument of peace.-— 
When you cried out for peace, and your cries 
were heard by tlrofe who were the object of 
it, I refifted this, and every other fpccies of 
counieradlion, by rifingin my demands} and 
accompliated a petjC^, find 1 h.op^ stvei lifting 
one, with one great State || } and I at leait 
afforded the etficieivt means by whicli a peace, 
if not fo durable, more feafonable at Jeaft, 
was accomplifhed with anothei 

1 gave you ally and you have rewarded 
me v/\thco»Jifcationf difgracc, and a life (J’im* 
^eaclMent. 

One word more, my Lords, and I have 
done, \t has been the fafliion in the conrl'e of 
this Trial, fometimes to reprefent tiie natives 
of India as the moff vii tuoos, and fometimes 
as the mod profligate of mankind. I attefl: 
their virtue, and offer this unanfwerable proof 
of it: ^ 

** When I was arraigned before your Lord- 
Jlbips in tl^e names of tlie Commons of Creat- 
Britain, for fficrificing their lionour by adh 
of inju/tice, oppreflion, cruelty, snd rapacity, 
committed upon the Princes, Nf.blts, and 
Commonalty, of Hindoffan, the natives of 
India of all ranks came forward unfoiicited to 
clear my reputation from the obloquy with 
which it was loaded. They mamfefted a 
generofity, of which we have no example in 
the European world; their condufi was the 
of their fenfe of gratitude for the benc- 
ftrsihey had received during my adminiflration. 



<< My I-ords) t wifK t had receive 
■ffime juiVioe fiv>m myc^suntry, 

’ Tho teftimodials of the natives of h 
were Cent to the GovenvffifeA*’ of Bengalvau’. 
ihi!‘«ticai«d by' db?' yajTiotts ofRcinl channels 
through which they pafftd } by fheGuvisy^ff- 
Kjeni of Bengal to ifle Court of I>iM£^jr«, virilh 
thedr ti anflations j juid Gfi>pi2sof the latter 
the Gooft of P rectors to the to Hoof* of 
Comi'honf, on whofejoutfhalstboy ♦tiltrtiJinftlr. 

“ :Ti> riicftr let o%c idd.thc of-wy 

fi;llow citlaeiiR iiaf>>bltlng 4 ;he towivbf Calcut¬ 
ta, prefeTued on the day on which i left tficm 
to return to England, and of the Ibitdh ofli- 
cers in India, writt'sn and r«nt after me, m:my 
nionrhs after I bad lek, it. Authenticated 
copies of there too were le-id in the Houfe of 
Commons, and whiU; i have life, i will 
gnrefully prefer’, e tha originals, as the moll 
honoiuablttCuflimony of alife well Tpent, ?intl 
of a t>uft faithfully difchnrged } becaufe be- 
fiiwed by thole \vl\o bad the nt’arefi, and 
corjfcqaenily the fuafl m'^ans of knowing ir. 

My Lords, 1 am aware of t!iu prompti¬ 
tude with which m? acculcrs will iMraa on 
this expofition of fuy meiiuand fervices, to 
caf>iBriie them (to ufe the phrafe which they 
hiive already applied to them) a fet-dli ;ig3ii)ft 
cai\fe';!h^d (.ifsncys. 

I difdatm and proteft againft this ufe of 
th '.m« If I am guilty of the offences laid to 
my charge, kt me be conviiJled, and let my 
punlfhment be fuch as t'nofe cffttices tba’II 
deferve. 

“No, my Lords} I have troubled you 
with this long recital, not as an v-xteniiarion 
. of the crimes which have been imp’Jted to 
me, but as an argument of the impolTibdity 
of my having committed them. 

“ My Lords, when I folicited your Indul¬ 
gence for thir. day\' ((Ciirlng, 1 did \i under a 
belief that there wooiu he ample t rue ir» tb‘ • 
felfion (or your Lcrdfhlps to give judgment t 
W’ithnnC that belief I (liouki nut have urged 
the requeft which I made on Monday h tl.— 
1 affurc your Lordfhips, ttrat therC is uoohjeil 
upon earth fo ne tr my heart as that of an 
immediate determination of this tedious pro- 
leention. I am fo confid:;nt of my own 
innocence, and have fuch perfedV reliance 
upon thtr honour of your Lordihips, that I am 
not aira:d to fubmit to judgment upon the 
evidtsii. G ivhich haS been adduced on the pan 
of the profecotinn. 

My Lords, it is impoffible for me to 
know the limits of thepiefcm Stflion of Far- 


progreflive improvemenl of the fait reven.i’^*, accounts for the coorideraWe ittf reafe in tUe nett 
annual proftts of the Company in Bengal hnce tlicrefignsiion of Mr# *^jr. 

^ The Nizam, t Moudnjee Boi-fla. J Madajre Scindla. jj T^k Mabrattas. 
§ Tippoo Sultan. 

^ ' liimcnt; 
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and under this untertainty, J can 
A»jN if "tlxjre be fufRcient time for 
^rilfl'iips lo come lo q final judgmeni 
the pi orogation of it, then 1 mod 
and wUlingly reft the c«iufe wli?re 
it now ftaojJis 

. I am aho'?« all things Uefjrows that your 
/-ordfhijw fbould come to an immediate declf 
fion upon the eviUenCO before you. But if 
tho ihortnefs of; time 'fhould prevent your 
jf-ordifiips from complying vwirb this iny ear- 
weft dcfurcjj and the Tritti^ inuft of necefiity, 


and fo my nnfpeakable farrov;>., bdpto!otige 
ti»'anotlier Seffion, then, my Lords, . I troft 
you, will not confader me, by my thing i have 
faid, as precluded from adopting fuch, means 
of defence as my Counfel may Jud^e moft 
advifcable for any intcreft/' 

Mr. Haftings having concluded hi^defeiicc, 

the Lords adjourned to their own Chamber, 
and rofoJved to proceed further in die Trial 
on xhit ^rjVtuiJdajf i/t thtnentt of Pat'* 

i: . 


END OF THE FOURTH PART. 
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